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PREFACE. 


The  appearance  of  a  treatise  like  the  present,  on  a 
sabjcct  on  which  so  many  works  of  merit  already 
exist,  may  be  thought  to  rHpiire  «orae  explanation. 

It  might  perhaps  be  sufficient  to  ijay,  that  no 
existing  trcatiw  on  Political  Economy  contains  the 
latest  improveniepts  which  have  Ijeen  made  in  the 
theory  of  the  subject  Many  new  ideas,  and  new 
applic^itiona  of  ideas,  have  Ijeen  elicited  by  the  dis- 
rtiasiona  of  the  last  few  years,  especially  those  on 
Currency,  on  Foreign  Trade,  and  on  the  important 
topics  connected  more  or  less  intimately  with  Colo- 
nization :  and  there  seems  reason  that  the  field  of 
Political  Economy  should  be  re-surveyed  in  ita 
whole  e-vtetit,  if  only  for  the  purpose  of  incorporating 
the  residts  of  these  sj>eculations,  and  bringing  them 
into  harmony  with  the  principles  previously  laid 
down  by  the  best  thinkers  on  the  subject. 


PKEFACE. 

To  supply,  however,  these  deficiencies  in  fonnor 
treati?:es  bearing  a  similar  title,  is  not  the  sole,  or 
even  the  principal  object  which  the  Author  has  in 
view.  The  design  of  the  book  is  different  fi-om  that 
of  any  treatise  on  Political  Kconomy  whicli  has  been 
produced  in  England  since  the  work  of  Adam 
Smith. 

The  most  charactenstic  quality  of  that  work,  and 
the  one  in  which  it  most  diffei's  ftxim  Home  otlieni 
which  have  equalled  or  even  surpassed  it  as  more 
expositions  of  the  general  |)rinciple9  of  the  subject,  is 
that  it  invariably  associates  the  principles  with  their 
applications.  Tliis  of  itself  implies  a  much  wider 
range  of  ideas  and  of  topics,  than  are  included  in 
[wlitical  economy,  considered  as  a  branch  of  abstract 
sjieculation.  For  practical  purposes,  political  econ- 
omy is  inseparably  intertwined  with  many  other 
branches  of  social  philosophy.  Except  on  matters 
of  mere  detail,  there  are  perhaps  no  practical  ques- 
tions, even  among  those  which  approach  neai-est  to 
the  character  of  purely  economical  questions,  which 
admit  of  being  decide^l  on  economical  premises  alone. 
And  it  is  because  Adam  Smith  never  lose-s  sight  of 
this  truth ;  because,  in  his  applications  of  Political 
Economy,  he  perpetually  appeals  to  other  and  often 
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fhrlni^r  considerations  than  jiure  Political  Economy 

fordji — ^tlmt  he  gives  that  weUgrounded  fueling  of 

)mmttnd  over  the  principles  of  the  subject  for  piir- 

'posea  of  practice,  owing  to  which  the  "  Wealth  of 

ratione,'*  alone  among  treatises  on  Political  Eooa- 

"omy,  has  not  only  been  popular  with  general  readera, 

but  has  impressed  itself  strongly  on  the  minds  of 

men  of  the  world  and  of  legislators. 

It  appears   to  the   present  writer,  that  a  worlc 
similar  in  its  object  and  general  conception  to  that 
"^of  Adam  Smith,  but  adapted  to  the  more  extended 
knowledge  and  improved  ideas  of  the  present  age,  is 
le  kind  of  contribution  which  Political  Economy  at 
)re8ent  requires.     The  "Wealth  of  Nations"  is  in 
many  parts  obsolete,  and  in  all,  imperfect.     Political 
Economy,  properly  so  called,  has  grown  up  almo«t 
from  infancy  since  the  time  of  Adam  Smith :  and  the 
philosophy  of  society,  from  which  practically  that 
eminent  thinker  never  separated  his  more  peculiar 
theme,  though  still  in  a  very  early  stage  of  its  prog- 
ciss,  has  advanced  many  steps  beyond  the  ]>oint  at 
^hich  he  left  it.     No  attempt,  however,  has  yet  been 
Ic  to  combine  his  practical  mode  of  treating  his 
Bubject  with  the  increased  knowledge  since  acquired 
l^pf  its  theory,  or  to  exhibit  the  economical  phenomena 


I 

kn 
bRh( 

"  mil 


of  society  in  the  relation  in  whic-li  they  stand  to  the 
best  social  ideas  of  the  present  time,  as  lie  did,  with 
such  admirable  success,  in  reference  to  the  j)hiloso- 
phy  of  hia  century. 

Sucb  is  the  idea  which  the  writer  of  the  present 
work  has  kept  before  him.  To  succeed  even  par- 
tially in  realizing  it,  would  be  a  suflGciently  useful 
achievetneut,  to  induce  hiuj  to  incur  will'ujgly  all  the 
chances  of  failui-e.  It  is  requisite,  however,  to  add, 
that  although  liis  object  is  practical,  and,  as  fur  as 
the  nature  of  the  subject  admits,  popular,  he  has  not 
attempted  to  purchase  either  of  those  advantages  by 
the  sacrifice  of  strict  scientific  rcasonino;.  Thou*;h  he 
desires  that  his  treatise  should  be  more  than  a  mere 
exposition  of  the  abstract  doctrines  of  Political  Econ- 
omy, he  is  also  desii*ous  that  such  an  exposition 
should  be  found  in  it. 


The  present  fifth  edition  has  been  revised  through- 
out., and  the  facts,  on  several  subjects,  brought  down 
to  a  later  date  than  in  the  former  editions.  Addi' 
tional  ai^uments  and  illustrations  have  Ijeen  inserted 
where  they  seemed  necessary,  but  not  in  general  at 
any  considerable  length. 
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PRINCIPLES 


POLITICAL   ECONOMY* 


PRELniTNAnY  REMAUKA 

Is  every  (Iq)artnient  of  buinan  afTains  Practice  lon|r 
precedes  Science :  syBtematic  enquiry  into  tbo  modes  of 
at'tiori  of  the  powere  of  nature,  is  thw  tardy  prdciuct  of  a 
long  course  of  efforts  to  use  those  powers  fur  prurttcul  ends. 
The  conception,  accordingly,  of  Political  Economy  as  a 
branch  of  science,  is  extremely  modern;  but  I  he  subject 
with  which  Ita  enquiries  are  conversant  has  in  all  ages 
naoewarily  constituted  one  of  lli«  chief  prnctical  interests  of 
mankind,  and,  tu  snrae,  n  most  unduly  engivissing  one. 

That  subject  is  Wealth.  Writers  tm  Pulltiral  E<finomy 
profeas  to  teach,  or  to  investigate,  the  nature  of  Wealtli,  and 
the  laws  of  its  production  and  dlstrilmtion :  including', 
directly  or  remotely,  tlic  operation  of  all  the  causes  by 
which  the  condition  of  mankind,  or  of  any  society  of  human 
beings,  in  respeil  to  this  uuivcnml  object  of  hmnan  desire, 
tt  made  prospe-ous  or  the  reverse.  Not  that  any  treatise 
on  Polilicul  Economy  can  dist-nss  or  even  enumerate  all 
these  causes ;  but  it  undertakes  to  set  foiih  as  nmch  as  is 
known  of  the  laws  and  principles  according  to  wliieh  thoy 
ope  rate. 
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PREUUINARY  REMARKS. 


Every  one  lias  n  notion,  suflicicntly  corrct-t  for  common 
purpo^eSf  of  wliat  is  meant  by  wetiltli.  The  enquirit>s  wliieli 
relate  to  it  ure  in  no  danger  of  being  eoutbuuded  witli  tboeo 
rclatinj;  to  any  other  of  the  great  human  interests.  All 
know  that  it  is  one  thing  to  be  rich,  another  tiling'  to  ho 
enlightened,  brave,  or  hiininne ;  that  the  questions  huw  n 
nation  ia  mailu  wealthy,  Hn<l  lunv  it  i»  made  free,  or  vir- 
tuous, or  eminent  in  literature,  in  the  fine  arts,  in  arms,  or 
in  polity,  are  totally  distini't  enquiries.  Those  things, 
indeed,  are  all  iudirectly  connectwl,  and  react  ui>on  one 
another.  A  people  lias  Bonictimes  beeomo  free,  bcfnusc  it 
had  iirst  grown  wealthy ;  or  wenltliy,  becaiiRc  it  had  first 
beromc  fiee.  The  ei-eed  and  laws  of  a  people  act  power- 
fully upon  their  economicHl  uundition ;  and  thib  again,  by 
its  infiuenue  on  their  mental  development  and  sotrial  rein- 
tiona,  reacts  upon  their  cix'ed  nnd  laws.  But  thoiigli  tlie 
enbjects  arc  in  vciy  clo*e  cont;Ht»  they  are  efssentJally 
different,  and  have  never  l>ecn  supposeil  to  be  otherwise. 

Tt  is  no  part  of  the  dc?i^  of  thie  treatise  to  aim  at  inetn- 
phynical  nicety'  of  dctinitinn,  when^  the  idcjw  su^j^eated  by  a 
term  arc  already  as  determinate  as  prnctieal  purpo>»e6  re- 
qnire.  But,  little  as  it  mij^ht  be  cxpcrtp*!  that  any  mis- 
chievous confusiun  of  ideas  could  take  place  on  a  subject  so 
simple  as  the  question,  what  is  to  bo  wnsidered  as  wealth, 
it  h  matter  of  Iiistory  th:it  such  (^oTifiision  of  ideas  has  ex- 
istctl — that  theoriiits  and  pnu-tieal  politicians  have  been 
e<|ua!ly,  and  at  one  perind  untvorftally,  infected  by  it,  and 
Mmt  for  many  generations  it  gave  a  thoroughly  faUo  direo- 
tiiin  to  the  pobVy  of  Enrope.  I  refer  to  the  pet  of  doftrines 
designated,  since  the  time  of  Adam  Smith,  by  the  appello- 
tion  of  the  "Nfercantile  System. 

Wbile  this  system  prev.iiled,  it  vrn?.  nwnmed.  pither  ex- 
pressly or  tacitly,  in  the  vvhole  [Kiliey  of  iiatioiiii.  tliat  wealth 
consisted  solely  of  money ;  or  of  the  precions  metals,  whicb, 
when  not  already  in  the  state  of  money,  are  capable  of  lieing 
directly  converted  into  it.  According  to  the  d<«'triiie9  then 
prrfaleitt,  whatever  tended  to  liea\»  u^  money  or  buDlon  in 


pRKUUiNAny  remarks. 


Id 


a  coiintrr  added  to  its  ^a"ealtb.  Whatever  sent  tlit*  [iriK-ioiis 
lueUUd  out  of  a  country-  impoverislied  'it.  If  a  eouulry  poa- 
'•ewed  no  gold  or  Rilver  mines,  tlie  onlj  industry  by  wliidt 
it  eould  be  enriched  was  foreign  trade,  being  tli«  (»nly  one 
which  (Mjuid  bring  in  money.  Any  branch  of  trodo  which 
was  supposed  to  &cnd  out  more  money  tlioii  it  brought  in, 
liuwever  ample  and  vabiable  uii^ht  Ite  the  rcturuB  in  anoUicr 
ehapc,  was  looked  upon  as  a  lobiug  trade.  KxporLation  of 
goods  was  favoured  and  encouraged  (even  by  means  ex- 
tremely onerous  to  the  real  retwureea  of  the  conntry),  be* 
eause,  the  exported  goods  being  stipulated  to  bo  paid  for  in 
money,  it  wait  hoped  that  the  rctunie  would  attually  bo 
made  in  gold  and  silver.  Importation  of  anjtliing,  otlicr 
tiian  the  precious  metals,  was  regarded  aft  a  lons  to  the  nation 
of  tlic  wliolc  price  of  tlie  tilings  imported ;  unlc-ss  they  were 
brought  in  to  be  re-exported  at  a  profit,  or  unlets,  t>eiiig  tlie 
materials  or  iiistniments  of  some  industry  practised  in  iho 
amnlry  itiielf,  they  gave  tJie  jxiwer  of  producing  exportable 
articles  at  smaller  cost,  and  thereby  eflectiiig  a  larger  ex- 
{Kirtation.  llio  comment  of  the  world  was  lookiti  upon  aa 
a  struggle  among  nations,  which  couUi  draw  to  itself  tho 
largest  share  of  the  gold  and  silver  in  existence ;  and  in  tins 
coiupctiliou  no  nation  could  gain  anytliing.  except  by 
making  others  lose  as  much,  or,  at  the  least,  preventing 
them  from  gaining  it. 

It  ollen  happens  that  the  universal  belief  of  one  age  of 
mankind— A  I>elief  from  whiob  no  one  ww,  nor  without  an 
extranrdinary  efiort  of  genius  and  courage,  rould  at  that  time 
be  free — Itecomes  to  a  subsei^uent  age  &j  paljwblean  absurd- 
ity, that  the  only  difficulty  then  is  to  imagine  bow  such  a 
thing  can  ever  iiave  appeared  credible.  It  has  sit  hap])ened 
witli  the  d«»etrine  that  money  is  Bynonymous  with  wealth. 
Tho  conceit  seems  too  prepowterou?  to  Iw  thought  of  as  a 
serious  opinion.  It  looks  like  one  of  the  crude  fancies  of 
cliildhood,  instantly  corroctc<l  by  a  wonl  from  any  grown 
person.  But  let  no  one  feel  confident  that  he  should  have 
ciicapcd  the  delusion  if  he  had  live<l  at  U\e  Uma  ^Wu  \V  \var 


Viflad.     AU  Uw  •NMKtttkfCu  eageadand  bjr  *«—■**»  Bfi^ 
■od  b/  fW  miSmarf  raorm  of  Iwirfni'i,  ujuuuicd  ia  &T«mp- 
ifly  It.    00  Isog  M  those  —  wriffrM  wcfe  the  only 
timicb  mhUk  tbc  Mbfed  ww  looked  st,  vlut  we  now 
Uifiik  M  gru«  ui  ftUurdhj'  ■ecned  m  tmiciiL     Once  qi 
tiMHd,  JnimA^  It  wftK  O'xmw] :  liat  oo  one  wm  Hkd/  to 
tbink  of  qoMlSonmg  it  vrliMc-  mirul  k«d  doI  bceane  ftmilier 
with  eerUio  moAm  of  nUlii^  aod  of  eontempUdng 
iul  j>li>  which  ItBve  only  ibond  tbeir  wav  into  the 

IpfDural  :... .  .  ...itllug  through  the  influence  of  Adftin  Smith 

Wid  of  liU  expjkiUm. 

In  (*vniin'm  diacuime,  wealth  k  &lw8js  eT)irefiacd  in 
motiwy.  If  you  uk  how  rich  a  t>ereon  ia,  yon  are  answered 
tliat  hn  han  v>  many  thousand  pounds.  All  income  and 
exfKrri'Iiturc.  alt  gain*  and  loatea,  everything  by  which  one 
bra>i)ii)tv  richer  or  poorer,  we  reckoned  a*  the  coming  in  or 
finiiij^  (lilt  ul'  Ml  mu(;h  inuncy.  It  in  true  that  in  the  iu- 
vontory  of  a  permjuV  litrtutio  are  included,  not  only  the 
monry  In  \\\*  nctiml  poiwniKion,  or  due  tn  hint,  but  all  other 
nrlicloH  of  viiltio,  HMicw,  however,  enter,  not  in  their  own 
ohariiclor,  hut  in  viKue  of  tlie  suniB  of  money  which  they 
woiihl  Mil)  fur;  and  if  they  would  Bell  fur  less,  their  owner 
ii»  rit]kiiliM|  luM  rich,  tliouf^h  the  tliinj^  tliemselveit  are  jire- 
otHoly  thn  name.  It  ua  true,  al&o,  ttint  people  do  not  ^ow 
rli'li  hy  kct'i'iiiK  tln'ir  money  unused,  ftiid  that  tliey  must  bo 
williti;(  til  niRMid  ill  order  to  pain.  Tliosu  who  enrich  tliem- 
aolvM  hy  eouunoreo,  do  to  hy  giving  money  for  goods  as 
W»1I  an  goodrf  for  money ;  and  the  first  is  na  neceasary  a  part 
of  thu  procoM  M  tile  Iftnt.  Itut  a  person  who  buys  goods  for 
fMiqKMva  of  gain,  doe^  «o  tn  »ctU  them  ^^in  for  money,  and 
In  tho  fX]t«*ctutiou  of  roi*<'iving  more  money  than  ho  laid 
out :  to  gut  numey,  therefore,  Beema  even  to  the  person  hira- 
Miir  thfl  uUiimao  end  of  the  whole.  It  oflen  hnpppn»  that 
ho  \n  not  puid  in  nioucy,  but  iu  &t^mething  else ;  having 
Um-'t  ■•  -•  f-t  to  a  vidiio  etpiivalent,  which  are  set  off  against 
ih"  1      Hut  he  actvpicd  those  at  a  money  valuation, 

Mhi  in  the*  belief  that  tliey  would  bring  in  more  money 
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eventually  than  tbo  prieo  at  wbicJi  they  were  mode  over  to 
hiiu.  A  dcalc-r  duiug  a  large  amount  ul'  bujaiueHS,  and  turn- 
ing over  his  capHal  rapidly,  has  hut  a  email  portion  of  it  in 
ready  money  at  any  one  tiiuu.  But  he  unly  t'ecls  it  valuable 
to  him  fUi  it  id  iu>nvertible  into  money:  he  considers  no 
tramuic'tion  eloeed  until  the  net  result  ia  either  ]»aid  or  ered- 
itcd  in  money :  when  he  retires  from  buiiinese  it  is  into 
money  that  he  converts  the  whole,  and  not  until  then  does 
ho  deem  himself  to  have  realized  his  gains :  just  as  if  money 
were  the  only  wealthy  and  money's  worth  were  only  tho 
meiins  of  attaiuing  it.  If  it  be  now  asked  fur  what  end 
money  is  desirable,  unless  to  supply  the  wants  or  plea£un>fl 
of  one«elf  or  othcn*.  the  chauipiun  of  the  ayiitfm  would  not 
be  at  all  embarmssed  by  the  question.  Ti*ue,  he  would  say, 
these  are  the  uhcs  of  wealth,  and  very  laudable  ufit-B  wliilu 
conlined  to  domestic  commoditieft,  because  in  that  case,  by 
exactly  the  amount  which  you  expend,  you  enrich  others  of 
your  countrymen.  Spend  your  wealth,  if  you  pleane,  in 
whatever  indulgences  you  have  a  taste  for ;  but  your  wealth 
i.^  not  tho  indulgences,  it  Ia  the  sum  of  money,  or  the  annual 
money  income,  with  which  you  pwrchasw  tliem. 

"While  there  were  so  many  tilings  to  render  the  assump- 
tifia  which  is  the  baais  of  the  men'antile  n_\>iteni  plaui^ible, 
there  is  also  some  small  foundation  in  retu-on,  though  a  very 
insufficient  one,  for  the  distinction  which  that  system  m 
emphatically  draws  between  rnoney  and  evc»-v  other  kind 
of  valnabie  possession.  We  really,  and  justly,  look  upon  a 
person  as  posscsein^  the  advaiit:i|reH  of  wealth,  not  in  propor- 
tion to  the  nseful  and  a^eenblc  thin*^  of  winch  he  is  in  the 
actual  enjoyment,  but  to  liifi  conuuajid  i)ver  the  funeral  fund 
of  thinp?  useful  and  ofn'eeablc;  the  power  he  {>o»sesftet(  of 
pntvidinp  for  any  exigency,  fff  obtaining  any  object  of 
de-lrc-  Now,  money  Is  itj«!lf  that  power;  while  all  other 
thingn.  in  a  civilized  state,  seem  to  confer  it  only  by  ihi-ir 
opacity  of  l>cing  cxchanpnl  r<ir  money.  To  possesa  any 
'■other  article  of  wealih.  is  to  possess  that  particular  tiling;, 
and  nothii^  else :  if  you  wish  for  unol\iet  \iuna,  Vu&Vrju^  »A 
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it,  you  have  firat  to  sell  it,  or  to  submit  to  the  inconvcnien 
and  delay  (it' not  the  imiM*riil»iIity)  of  findinp;  some  one 
huH  wbat  you  want,  and  is  willing  to  barter  it  for  what  yot 
have.  But  with  money  yon  are  at  once  able  to  buy  what 
evtT  tilings  are  for  sale;  and  one  \*hose  ibrtuno  ie  in  mosey, 
or  in  things  rapidly  convertible  into  it,  Beems  both  to  him- 
Bclf  uud  uthera  tu  (x>Bse36  not  any  one  thing,  but  all  thft 
things  wliieh  the  money  places  it  at  hia  option  to  purdiaBe, 
Tlie  greatest  part  of  the  utility  of  wealth,  beyond  a  v 
moderate  quantity,  is  not  the  indulgences  it  prttcurej',  bn 
the  reserved  power  whieli  its  |M)SBe«8or  holds  in  his  hands  of 
attaining  purposes  generally  ;  and  this  power  no  other  kind^ 
0^  wealth  eonfers  so  imnieiliately  or  so  certaiidy  as  moncy*H 
It  is  the  only  form  of  wealth  which  is  not  merely  applicable" 
to  some  one  use,  hut  can  Ihj  turned  at  once  to  any  use.  And 
tiiia  distinction  was  the  more  likely  to  make  an  inipref«ioa 
U[K>n  governments,  as  it  is  one  of  considerable  importance 
to  them.  A  cinlized  government  derives  comparatively 
Httle  advantage  from  taxes  unlets  it  can  collect  them  vo; 
money :  and  if  it  bas  Iai>;c  or  sudden  payments  to  make, 
especially  pa}Tnent8  in  foreign  countries  for  wars  or  subsi- 
dies, eitber  fur  the  sake  of  conquering  or  of  not  being  con'4 
quered  (the  two  chief  objects  of  national  ])oIicy  until  a  lato" 
peri(Mi),  scarcely  any  medium  of  payment  except  money  will 
serve  the  purpose.  All  these  causes  conspire  to  make  bo 
imlividualtf  and  pi>vemment»,  in  estimating  their  means,' 
attach  almost  exclusive  importance  to  money,  cither  in  esH 
or  in  j/osscy  and  look  njion  all  other  things  (wlien  viewed 
part  of  their  i*eftourccs)  scarcely  otherw*i^e  than  as  the  re- 
mote means  of  obtaining  that  which  alone,  when  obtained, 
affords  the  indefinite,  and  at  tlie  same  time  instantaneous, 
ennmmud  'tver  objects  of  desire,  which  befit  answers  to  th© 
idea  of  wealth. 

An  absnrriity,  however,  docs  not  cease  to  be  lui  absurd- 
ity when  we  have  discovered  wbat  were  the  apjiearancca 
which  made  it  plausible;  and  the  Mercantile  Theory  could 
not  fail  to  be  seen  in  ita  true  diarautcr  when  men  began. 
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answer  some  purpose  of  utility  or  pleasure.  To  an  individu- 
ul,  anylhiiif;  U  wialtli,  wliirli,  tlioujjh  iibcIcus  in  itself,  en- 
ablcii  bill)  to  claim  from  ollicre  a  part  of  their  Block  of 
tliiugs  useful  or  pleasant.  Take,  for  iustance,  a  mortgage 
(if  ft  tiiuUbund  jiouiuiti  un  a  laiuliHl  o?tatt:.  This  itn  wonlth  to 
the  person  to  whom  it  brii)g6  in  a  revenue,  and  who  could 
|}brhi^  sell  it  in  the  market  for  the  full  amount  of  the  debt. 
Bui  it  is  not  wealth  to  the  country  ;  if  the  engapi-mrnt  were 
anDxUled,  the  etiiititry  would  be  neither  jworer  nor  richer. 
Tlie  niortgaf^ee  would  have  lost  a  thousand  pounds^  and  the 
owner  of  the  land  would  have  gained  it.  Speafcinj^  nation- 
ally, the  mortgage  was  not  itself  svealth,  but  niei-ely  gave  A 
a  claim  lo  a  poriion  of  the  wealth  of  B.  It  was  wealth  to  A, 
and  wealth  whieli  he  could  transfer  to  a  tlni-d  person  ;  but 
what  he  iso  Iraiiaferred  was  in  faet  a  joint  ownership,  to  the 
extent  of  a  thousand  pounds,  in  the  land  <»f  wlueh  B  was 
uomiually  the  sole  proprietor.  The  position  of  fu udholdere, 
or  owners  of  the  jniblic  debt  of  a  country,  is  similar.  Tliey 
are  mortgagees  on  the  gemiral  wealth  of  the  eountry.  Tlie 
CAneelling  of  the  debt  would  be  no  destruction  of  wealth, 
but  n  trant»fi'r  of  it:  a  wrongful  abntraeliim  of  wculth  from 
certain  members  of  tlic  community,  for  the  profit  of  ihe 
gDTemnient,  or  of  the  tax-payers.  Funded  property  there- 
fore eunnot  be  eounte<I  ne  part  of  the  national  wealth.  Thin 
is  not  always  borne  in  mind  by  the  dealers  in  statigtienl  eal- 
rulations.  For  example-,  in  e^imates  of  the  g;rot<«  ineome 
of  the  eoiiutry,  foimdcd  on  the  proceeds  of  the  income  tax. 
iucouiea  derived  from  the  fundn  are  not  a]wayi«  excluded : 
though  the  tox-payeP9  are  aesesscd  on  their  whole  nominal 
iueonio,  without  being  pcmiitteil  to  deducl  from  i:  the  por- 
tion levied  from  them  In  taxation  to  Ibnn  the  income  of  tbe 
fiindholder.  In  this  calculation,  Ihei-efore.  one  portion  of  tho 
general  incoino  of  the  country  Ib  counte<l  twice  over,  and 
the  ag^rre^ate  amount  made  to  appear  greater  than  it  is  by 
almost  thirty  millions.  A  country,  however,  may  include  in 
itfl  wealth  all  Btock  held  by  lt«  citiRens  iu  the  funds  of  for- 
agn  eoimtrice,  and  other  (lebt*i  due  to  lA\e\n  ^tkjvev  ^twA. 
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Hut  eveo  tliu  is  onlr  wealth  to  Uiem  bj  b«ing  a  part  o' 
•tip  ia  wealth  htM  br  ulLen.     It  furais  uu  part  of  the 
r  .lUh  of  t\»:  human  race.     It  is  an  elciuent 

•J  'HI,  but  not  iu  tlie  compo&itiun,  uf  the 

wealth. 

It  has  been  pnipCKed  to  dcHnt:  wualrh  a$  st^ifvtn^^  ^*  in 
stniDicntA : "  lui-auing  not  tools  ami  iiiacliint;i7  alouc,  ba 
tliu  whole  ftcciiinnlalion  pooaesaed  by  iiiditlduaU  or  oommil 
iiiliins  uf  iiifaii}!  for  the  att&iunient  of  their  tnds.    Thu^  i 
Held  a  an  itutrument,  beca^^c  it  is  a  mcaod  to  the  attaini 
infut  of  conu     Com  ia  an  in&tnimL'nt,  lieing^  a  mcaii£  to  ttu 
attainiiiL'iit  of  tiuur.     Flour  h  an  instrumeut,  being  a  utcaui 
tfi  thu  nttaitiment  of  bread.     Bread  is  an  instrument,  as  i 
luetiUi  to  the  satiKfaction  of  hnnifer  and  to  the  t^up^vort  ofj 
life.     Here  we  at  la^  arrive  at  thinj^ft  wliicli  are  not  in^traJ 
n)ent4,  boin^  desired  on  their  own  aceount,  and  not  as  iner<^ 
means  tn  i;4imething  l>eyund.     Tlili^  view  of  the  Pubj<H^;t  id 
philosj^iphieuHy  correct ;  or  rather,  tlus  mode  of  expre^iom 
may  h«  iiBfifuIIy  em|il'\rcd  along  with  othert>,  not  as  cnnvoy-^ 
ing  a  dilfiTent  view  of  the  Kubjeet  from  the  eonumm  on^ 
but  us  giving  more  difitinctncstt  and  realitj  to  the  commonf 
view.     It  depiirt.s,  however,  Unj  widely  from  tlie  custom  of 
lan^iajjc,  to  be  likely  to  obtain  general  aceei»tancc,  or  to  ht 
of  UBi!  for  any  otlier  pur])One  than  that  of  occasional  illn^ 
trillion. 

Wealth,  thon,  may  be  defined,  all  n&cful  or  agreeable 
things  which  poafiCs^  exeJiiingcahle  value :  or,  in  othez^ 
words  ftll  nst'ful  or  agreeable  things  except  tliosc  which  can 
be  obtnim'd,  in  the  qnunilty  dei>ired,  without  labour  o: 
Baoritieo.  To  this  definition,  t!ie  only  objeetion  eeenis  to  b 
that  it  leaver  in  nneertninty  a  question  w1ii<!li  has  bee 
mneh  debated — whether  what  are  ealled  immaterial  prod- 
ucts are  to  be  oon&idercd  as  wealth  :  whether,  for  cxmni'le,^. 
the  skill  of  a  workman,  or  any  other  natural  or  acquired' 
pnwer  of  Iwidy  or  mind,  shall  be  called  wealth,  or  not :  a; 
question,  not  of  very  great  importance,  and  which,  so  i'ar  aa 
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rcc|nirint^  dii^cuiision,  will  be  more  eonvenientljf  considorcHJ 
in  anutliLT  |>luce.* 

These  tiling!*  Iinviiig  bfcn  pruniiiHjd  rt'tiperting  wcaltli, 
we  sliull  nt-'Xl  turn  uur  ftltfiitiun  to  the  cxtraorUmary  JiC 
ferent-ee  in  roispect  to  it,  which  vxht  bctwuen  nHtion  and 
natiun,  and  between  diflcruut  aged  of  thu  world ;  differcucca^ 
Ixitli  in  tlie  (juatitity  of  we»ll.Ii,  and  in  ttic  kind  of  it ;  iis 
well  us  in  itic  nutnner  in  which  tht;  wealth  L*AitiCiu^  iji  ihu 
comnmnity  is  shared  among  itij  members. 

Tliere  is,  jHM'htips,  nc»  ptM)pl(»  or  coinmimitv,  now  ex\et- 
in^,  which  bubtiislH  untirelv  on  the  s^Hintuneous  prixiuct*  uf 
Tcgettttion.  But  many  ti-ibcs  still  livo  excluaircly,  or  almost 
cTclunivelv,  on  wihl  aninmltt.  tlio  proilncc  of  linntin^  or  fisli- 
in^.  Their  clothing  U  ^kinn ;  Uiuir  habitations,  huts  ruduly 
formed  of  logs  or  Iwiighs  of  trees,  and  abnndonc«l  at  an 
houre  notice,  ^^lu  food  ihey  ubc  being  little  ensccptible  of 
ptoring  11)1,  they  lia\*u  no  accnmnlation  of  it,  and  are  olU-ii 
cx])0(>ed  to  great  privalione.  The  wealth  of  such  a  commu- 
nity consists  irtplely  of  the  eVins  they  wear ;  a  few  oma- 
xnontji^  the  taste  for  wliich  <>xii!tK  among  most  ravages  ;  somo 
nidf  utensils ;  the  weapons  with  whieli  iliey  kill  their  game, 
or  tight  against  hostile  competitors  for  tiie  means  of  i^ubbist- 
cc  :  cannuh  for  crofvting  rivers  ami  takes,  or  fiUiing  in  tho 

;  and  jn'rhaps  some  furs  or  other  pnnlnetions  of  the  wil- 
denifwt,  pollw-ted  to  l»e  exchan^wl  with  civilized  i>cople  for 
blrtnkeU,  brundy.  anil  tobac<'o ;  of  whii-h  foreign  iimdnee 
bIm^  there  may  be  mmQ  imconsunied  portion  in  store.  To 
thifi  scanty  inventor}'  of  uinterial  wcaltJi,  ought  to  he  addod 
tJiiiir  land ;  an  instrument  of  production  of  whieh  they  make 
slender  um.s  eoni{iiircd  with  more  aeltted  connniinilies,  but 
which  IB  alill  tho  tionree  of  tlieir  gnbsietenco,  and  which  lia« 
a  marketable  value  if  ihcri!'  Iw  any  agrieultnral  4rommnnity 
in  (he  ucighbuurhood  requiring  more  Irnid  than  it  po6£e»«!ea 
Tliis  ia  the  slate  of  greaitest  poverty  in  which  any  entire  com* 
muoity  of  human  beings  Itt  known  to  exist;  though  tlicre 
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are  mneb  richer  communities  in  which  portions  of  the  li 
hnbitants  are  in  a  condition,  as  to  subsistence  and  comfort, 
as  litUe  enviable  as  tliat  of  the  savage. 

The  first  prcat  advance  beyond  tliis  Btate  consists  in  the 
doHiitttication  of  tin;  more  usi'fiil  juiinialB  ;  {giving  rise  to  the 
pastoral  or  nomad  state,  in  which  mankind  do  not  live  on 
tlie  ]}rodu(:c  of  hinitin<;,  hut  un  milk  and  it^  products^  and 
ou  the  animal  increase  uf  llocks  and  herdij.  IIiIa  omdition 
is  not  (mly  mare  desinihlu  in  itttelf,  but  more  conducive  to 
further  progretu ;  and  a  much  moi*c  cunsidurable  amount  of 
wealth  is  accumulated  under  it.  So  long  as  the  vast  natural 
jjuptnivs  of  the  eartli  are  not  yet  so  fully  otrcu]iied  as  to  be 
couf'iuned  more  rapidly  than  they  are  spontaneously  repro- 
duced, a  lari^e  and  conetantly  inr-rea>*ing  stot-k  of  Bubsistence 
may  be  colluctid  and  pruscrvcd,  with  little  other  labour  than 
that  of  guarding  the  cattle  from  the  attacks  of  wild  beasts, 
and  from  tlic  force  or  wiles  of  predntory  men.  I.ar^'e  iloeks 
and  herd**,  thuroforu,  arc  in  timu  iMjssesacd,  liy  active  and 
thrifty  individuals  through  tlicir  own  exertions,  and  by  the 
heads  of  families  and  tribes  throuj;h  the  exertions  of  tlioso 
wlio  are  <'oniii:f.ti;(i  with  thi;m  hy  allL-giancc.  There  thus 
arises,  in  the  shepherd  state,  inequality  of  possessions;  a 
tiling  which  scarcely  wtinls  in  tJie  eavaj^e  state,  where  no 
one  has  much  more  tlmn  absolute  neceesaries,  and  in  case 
of  deficiency  must  shore  even  those  with  his  trilie.  In  t)ie 
nomad  state,  some  have  an  abundance  of  cattle,  sutficient 
for  the  food  of  a  multitude,  while  others  havo  not  contrived 
to  appropriate  and  rcfjiin  any  superfluity',  or  perhaps  any 
cuttle  at  all.  But  subsistence  has  ceased  to  be  precarious, 
since  the  moi*e  sut^'etssful  have  no  other  use  which  they  can 
make  of  their  surplus  than  to  feed  tlio  less  fortunate,  while 
every  increase  in  tlie  number  of  persons  connected  with 
them  is  an  increase  both  of  security  and  of  powur :  and  thus 
they  are  enabled  to  divest  themselveft  of  all  labour  except 
that  of  government  and  superintendence,  and  acquire  de- 
pendents to  fight  for  them  in  war  and  to  servo  them  in 
peace.     One  of  the  features  of  this  stale  of  s»jeicty  is,  i' 
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imunity,  and  in  some  degree  evcu  tliw  whole 
of  ity^WWWteiaiire.  Only  u  [xirliun  ot'  liiue  is  nxjuirnd  fur 
procnridg  food,  nnd  tlie  reniaiudtir  is  not  eugroesed  by 
ftnxiutis  Uion^ht  far  the  morrow,  or  necessary  rcpone  fmm 
muscular  actirity.  Such  a  liCe  is  iiigiily  favourable  to  the 
growtli  of  new  wiiuts,  and  opens  a  iMjssibiliCy  of  their  gi-ati- 
icutiuD.  A  desire  arises  fur  better  elot]iin*r,  utemils,  and 
TipU'nii?nb4,  (hail  tlie  t^ava^e  titutu  ountents  itt^elf  witii ;  and 
liie  surplus  food  renders  it  practicable  to  devote  to  these 
)iirpo8es  the  excrtionH  of  a  j>art  of  tlic  tribe.  In  all  or  most 
loniad  roniiitnuilie^  we  find  domestic  manufactures  of  a 
coarse,  and  in  some,  of  a  fine  kind.  There  is  am]de  evi- 
ditni^e  that  while  lliuse  parls  of  the  world  wlueh  have  been 
the  cradle  of  modem  civilization  were  still  gciueraDy  in  the 
nonmd  state,  conhlderable  skill  had  been  attained  in  spin- 
ning, weaving,  and  dyeing  Wfwlleii  garniente,  in  the  prc|>- 
aralion  of  leather,  and  in  wliat  appears  a  still  more  difficult 
invontiiin,  that  of  working  in  nieuls.  Even  epecnlativc 
scieupe  took  its  tirst  beginnings  from  the  leisure  character- 
istie  of  this  sti^^  of  social  progress.  The  earliest  astronom- 
ical ol>servatioD£  are  attributed,  by  a  troilition  wddeh  lias 
much  appearance  of  truth,  to  the  shepherds  of  Ohalda;a. 

Kroui  tins  state  of  society  to  the  agricultural  the  transi- 
tion is  not  indeed  easy,  (for  no  great  change  in  the  hubits 
of  mankind  la  otherwise  than  dllHcult,  and  in  general  either 
iniinfiil  or  very  slow,)  but  it  lies  in  what  nmy  he  called  the 
spontaneous  course  t>f  events.  The  growth  of  the  ]>f)pula- 
Uon  of  men  and  cattle  began  in  time  to  press  npon  the 
CArth's  capabilities  of  yielding  natural  pasture:  nnd  tliit? 
'cause  dnubtlcsfl  prodmvil  the  tirht  tilling  of  the  ground,  jitst 
u  at  a  later  period  tlio  same  cansc  ma<le  the  superfluous 
hordes  of  the  nations  which  had  remained  nomad  {>recipi- 
tuto  themselves  upon  thoi^e  wliich  had  alreixly  become  i^ri- 
enltiiral :  until,  these  having  become  sufficiently  powerful  to 
rci>el  such  inroads,  the  invading  nations.  <lRprivcd  of  thiR  out- 
let, were  obliged  also  to  bocomo  agricultural  communities. 
But  after  this  great  step  had  been  coiii^\eXfed,\\\ft  «oJw*fc- 
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qiient  pmifress  of  [nankiml  spcjiih  hy  no  utranf  to  liave 
60  rajii'l  (i-urttiin  nire  coiubinatjous  of  cir^'umstaiiecs  exeejtt- 
ed)  as  uiig)ii  perhftj>s  liave  been  HDtieipate«l.  Tlie  quantity 
of  huiiian  i'ltvd  whic-li  the  eai-th  is  capahle  of  retiiruiu^  even 
to  the  inos^t  wretcbed  system  of  n^rii'iiUiire,  so  much  exceeds 
what  could  be  obtidued  in  the  pviiely  pastoral  btate,  that  a 
frreat  innreafie  of  pnpidation  is  invarhddy  the  result.  But 
this  additional  food  in  only  obtained  by  a  grtmt  lulditional 
amount  of  labour ;  so  that  not  only  an  agrictdtui-at  has 
iinii-Ji  less  leisure  tlian  a  [>aftoral  populutioit,  bxit,  mth  tlic 
imperfect  tools  and  uuskillul  processes  which  arc  fi.fr  a  louj; 
time  einployeti  (and  wbicli  over  the  fjreater  part  of  the  earth 
have  not  oven  yet  been  abandoned),  ngriculturibts  do  not, 
nnlc6d  in  unusually  advantajftHJus  circumBtanecs  of  climate 
and  Boil,  produce  no  great  a  surplus  of  food  beyond  llieir 
necessary  coneuniptiun,  as  to  support  any  largo  class  of 
labourers  engaged  in  other  de])artments  of  industry.  Tlio 
surplus,  too,  whether  small  or  greiit,  is  usually  torn  I'rom  the 
producers,  either  by  the  g:ovcmment  to  which  tliey  are  eub- 
ject,  or  by  iudividuaK  who  by  BU])Rrior  force,  or  by  avail- 
ing themselves  of  religious  or  traditional  feelings  of  subor- 
dination, have  cstablicthcd  tbemselveK  as  lords  of  the.soil, 

Tlie  first  of  these  n»o<les  of  ajtpropriuticni.  by  the  pnvem- 
mcnt-,  is  characteristic  of  the  extensive  monarchies  which 
from  a  time  beyond  historical  rocoi'd  have  occupied  the 
plains  of  Asia.  Tlio  go%-enimcnt,  in  those  countries,  tli(Migh 
varying  in  its  qualitica  according  to  the  accidents  of  personal 
chai-attvr,  seldom  tcavea  much  to  the  cultivators  l>eyond 
more  necepsarief*,  and  often  strij'S  them  so  bare  even  of 
these,  that  it  finds  itself  obliifijd,  after  taking  all  they  have, 
to  lend  part  of  it  back  to  tliose  from  whom  it  has  1>een 
taken,  lu  order  to  provide  them  with  seed,  and  enable  them 
to  support  life  until  another  liarvest.  Under  the  n'gime 
in  question,  though  the  bulk  of  the  population  are  ill  pix>- 
vidcd  for,  the  government,  by  collecting  small  suniB  from 
great  numbers,  is  enabled,  with  any  tolerable  manoge- 
ment,  to  make  a  show  of  riches  quite  out  of  proportion  to 
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the  general  conditirtii  of  the  soaiely  ;  and  hence  the  iiivet- 
crnte  iinprest>ion,  of  whk-Ii  Kuropcaua  have  only  at  a  lato 
[H-riirtl  been  diembii&ed,  conccmitig  the  jfreat  opiik'iite  of 
( >rii-*(itiil  natiun».  In  tliii^^  wenltli,  witliuul  reckoning  the 
large  portion  which  adheres  to  tlie  hand*  employed  in  col- 
lecting it,  many  p4^i*«(>n»  ot't;t)urii4;  partictjiatx^,  buitidett  the  ini< 
niiHJiHtft  hon&ebold  of  the  sovereign.  A  largo  part  ie  dis- 
tributed among  the  varioiie  functionaries  of  povennneni, 
and  among  the  objects  of  the  sovereign's  favour  or  caprice. 
A  jiart  ii!  occasionally  employed  in  works  of  public  utility. 
Tlie  tankii,  wells,  and  cjinals  for  irrigation,  without  which  in 
many  tropical  climates  cultivation  could  hardly  be  cai-ried 
on  ;  the  embanknientts  which  confine  the  rivers,  tlie  bazars 
for  dealers,  and  the  acraees  for  travellers,  none  of  which 
eould  have  been  made  by  the  scnnty  mcanB  in  the  poeeee- 
Hon  of  tho«e  n&ing  them,  owe  their  existence  to  tlic  liberal- 
ity wid  enlightened  Bclf-intei*cst  of  the  better  order  of 
princes*  or  to  die  benevolence  or  ostentation  of  here  and 
there  a  rich  individual,  whose  fortune,  if  truce*!  to  ite  eource, 
16  always  found  to  have  been  drawn  immediately  or  remotely 
trom  the  public  revenue,  most  frequently  by  a  direct  gi'aut 
of  a  portion  of  it  from  the  sovereign. 

The  ruler  of  a  society  of  this  description,  after  providing 
largely  lor  bis  own  support,  and  that  of  all  pei-sons  in  whom 
he  feelti  an  intcre.st,  uml  after  maintaining  as  many  soldiers 
a^  he  thinks  needful  fur  his  security  or  his  state,  ha«  a  ditt- 
posaWc  residue,  which  he  in  glad  to  exchangi:  for  aitides  of 
luxury  suitable  to  Ida  dispoiaition  :  as  have  also  the  eloss  of 
perfeonR  who  have  been  enriclu-d  \ty  hU  favour,  or  by  hand 
ling  tiie  pul)lic  revenues.  A  demand  thus  arises  for  cJitb 
orate  and  costly  nianulactured  articles,  adapted  to  a  narrow 
btit  a  wealthy  market.  This  demand  is  often  supplied 
almost  exclusively  by  the  morcliant*  of  more  advanced  coin- 
munitieaf  but  often  also  raises  up  in  the  conntry  itself  a  class 
of  artiticrrH,  by  whom  certiiin  fabrics  are  carried  to  as  high 
excellence  as  can  be  given  by  patienw,  quickness  of  jierccj*- 
tion  and  observation,  and  manual  dextct\ty,^\\lwvi.\.  «a^ 
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cousiderabiti  knowledge  o)'  the  properties  uf  objccta :  siu-h 
as  some  of  the  cotton  t'ubrics  of  ludia.  The&e  artificers  &ro 
fod  by  the  siiriilus  fmxi  wliich  haj<  bei?ii  taken  by  the  govcm- 
nii-iit  iLud  it^  ugeiitti  ha  their  tihiire  of  the  jtrodiice.  So  lit- 
erally IB  tliiH  tlie  case,  that  in  gome  countries  the  workman^ 
iiittU'Jid  of  taking  hit*  W(»rk  liotm^  and  being  paid  for  it  after 
it  16  finished,  proceeds  with  his  tools  to  Lis  cnstomcrV 
hoasc,  and  is  tlierc  Biibsistcd  until  tho  wurk  is  complete. 
The  insecurity,  however,  of  all  possessions  iu  this  state  of 
society,  induces  even  tlio  richest  pui-ehasei-s  to  ^vc  a  pref- 
erence to  i^uch  articles  as,  beinj^  of  an  iniperishable  nature, 
and  containing  great  value  in  smalt  bulk:,  ai*c  adapted  for 
beinjx  concealed  or  carried  off.  (Jold  and  jewels,  tliercfore, 
constitute  a  large  propurtiun  of  the  wealth  of  tliette  nations, 
and  many  a  rich  Asiatic  carries  nearly  his  whole  fortune  on 
hit*  person,  or  on  those  uf  the  women  of  his  harem.  No  one, 
except  the  monarch,  thinks  of  investing  his  wealth  in  a 
mauucr  not  enseeptiblo  of  removal.  lie,  indeed,  if  he  fools 
safe  on  his  throne,  an*!  reasonably  secure  of  transmitting:  it 
to  his  desc-endants,  somclinies  induIgL-s  a  tAstc  for  durable 
edifices,  and  produces  the  Pyramids,  or  tho  Taj  Mehal  and 
the  Mausoleum  at  Sekundra.  The  rude  mauufuctnres  des- 
tined for  tlie  wants  of  the  cultivators  are  worke<l  up  by 
villnpi  artisans,  who  an:  remunerated  by  lan<l  yiven  to  them 
rent-free  to  euUivate,  or  by  fees  paid  to  them  in  kind  from 
such  sliare  of  the  crop  as  is  left  to  the  vilhifieps  by  tlie  gov- 
ernment, Thiti  state  of  society,  however,  is  not  destitute  of 
a  mercantile  class;  composed  of  two  dlvifiions,  grain  deAlere 
ami  money  dealers.  Tlie  ^rain  dwilers  ilo  not  usually  buy 
griiin  from  the  producers,  but  fi-om  the  agentjs  vi'  govern- 
ment, who,  receiving  the  rcveime  in  kind,  arc  glad  to 
devolve  upon  others  the  biisinc-^s  of  conveying  it  to  the 
places  where  the  prince,  bis  chief  civil  anil  military  oftieers, 
the  hulk  of  his  troops,  and  the  artisans  who  supply  tho 
wants  of  these  various  persons,  are  assembled.  Tlte  money 
dealers  lend  to  tho  unfurtunate  cultivators,  when  ruined  by 
bad  seasons  or  fiscal  exactions,  tlie  means  of  Bupp<jrting  Ufo 


id  continuing  tlivir  cultivution,  and  ure  rcpoiil  \vilU  e}inr- 
nioua  intcTL^t  »l  lliu  next  linrvcst ;  or,  vn  n  liirgcr  wiiile,  they 
lend  to  the  povtTiiment,  or  to  titoBe  to  wliom  it  has  grtuitcd 
a  portion  of  the  revenue,  and  ai-u  indfiuniKud  by  a*4ipi- 
iiu-nU  on  the  revenue  cullectortt,  ur  hy  having  certain  di&- 
triets  put  into  tiicir  puasobiiiun,  that  tliey  may  ]my  them- 
twlves  fniin  the  revenues;  to  enable  them  to  do  whieh,  a 
gre«t  jKirtion  of  the  powers  of  ^oveniineut  are  usually  made 
over  BiuiuUaneously,  to  bo  exercised  by  them  until  either 
tlie  districts  are  redeemed,  or  their  receipts  have  ii(jui(hiled 
iho  debt.  Tims,  the  coniincix^ial  operations  of  both  these 
eluwee  of  deitlere  take  place  prineipidly  upon  that  part  of 
the  produce  uf  the  country  wlueh  forma  the  revenue  of  the 
government.  From  that  revenue  their  capital  Is  period- 
ically replaced  with  a  protit,  and  that  is  ako  the  BOun:e  from 
wliieh  their  original  ftjnds  have  almoBt  always  been  derived. 
Such,  in  itft  gHhi'rwI  feutttrcs,  is  the  eeononiicnl  condition  of 
meet  uf  tlie  ironntricB  of  Asia,  an  It  \\hb  Ihx'u  from  beyond 
the  commencement  of  authentic  history,  and  is  still,  wher- 
ever mit  disturbt^l  by  f(<rci;;n  influcnccB. 

Tn  the  n|;;rieuUurul  connnunilica  of  ancient  Europe  wlioec 
early  condition  ie  Wt  known  to  us,  the  conrse  of  thin<^  was 
diiferent.  These,  at  their  ori^cin,  were  uhwIIv  small  towii- 
pnmmanitiotv  at  iIib  first  plnntaiion  of  which,  in  an  nn«KK:(i- 
pied  country,  or  in  one  from  which  the  former  inhabitnTits 
had  been  expelled,  the  land  which  was  taken  pi>?«fB8ion  of 
Witt  regularly  diviileil,  in  equal  or  fn  jrrftduated  allotments, 
among:  the  families  composing  the  cumnmnity.  In  some 
ewett,  instead  of  a  town  there  was  a  confederation  of  towns, 
occupied  by  people  of  the  same  reputc<l  race,  and  who  were 
supposed  to  have  settled  in  the  country  about  the  same 
time.  Each  family  produced  its  own  food  and  the  materitds 
of  its  rlcttliinfr,  which  were  worked  up  within  it^'lf,  usually 
by  the  women  of  the  family,  into  Uie  coarst?  fabric*  with 
which  the  l^re  was  contented.  Taxes  there  were  nnnc*  as 
thtrc  were  either  no  paid  nlIi(iT.H  of  mjvcnnncnt,  or  if  there 
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pfirh'nn  of  lami,  uulliviittd  by  slaves  on  utx'ouni  of  tin'  Btatc] 
luiil  thy  army  coiirtitiU^d  of  the  body  of  citizuiit^.     The  wliuU 
pi*odncc  of  tho  &«!,  therefore,  belonged,  without  dcductioz 
to  the  family  which  rultivated  it.     So  Iwig  as  the?  proj^rea 
of  eveul*  permitted  this  disposition  of  propcrtj'  to  last,  thi 
state  uf  BOcJL'ty  wtia,  for  the  majority  of  the  free  cullivatoi 
probably  not  ou  undesirable  odo  ;   and  under  it>  in  sc>ino 
cases,  the  advance  t»f  mankind  in  intfillectual  cultnre  was 
extraordinarily  rapid  and  brilliant.     Thi^  more  OHpeinally 
bnppcucd  where,  along  witli  advantageous  circnni&taiu 
of  race  and  climate,  and  no  doubt  with  many  f:ivonra1)U 
accidents  of  which  ull  tiaco  is  now  lost,  was  combined  the 
advantage  of  a  position  on  the  chores  of  a  great  inland  set 
the  otlur  coai^ts  of  which  were  already  occujtied  by  8etl]c< 
coMiniiinitieA.     Tlic  knowledge  which  in  such  a  position  wi 
acquired  of  foreign  prodnctions,  and  tlie  easy  access  of  fo 
cigri  ideas  and  invention^),  made  the  rhain  of  routine,  usually' 
60  strong  in  a  nidc  people,  hang  loosely  on  these  comraunir^ 
tiefl.    To  speak  only  of  tliHr  industrial  derolnpincnt ;  tb^^f 
early  acquind  variety  of  wantg  and  defeires,  which  stinju- 
lated  them  to  extract  from  their  own  soil  the  utmost  wbicl 
they  knew  how  to  mako  it  yield ;  and  wlicn  their  soil  w( 
sterile,  or  after  they  had  reached  the  limit  of  its  capacitj 
they  often  l>eramc  ti-aders,  and  bought  up  the  produetions" 
of  foreign  countries,  to  sell  thera  in  other  countries  witli 
a  ]irofit.  ^M 

Tlie  duration,  however,  of  this  state  of  things  was  front^ 
tho  first  precarious.    Tliose  little  communities  lived  in  a 
state  of  almost  perpetual  war.     For  thia  there  were  many 
causes.     In  the  ruder  and  purely  agricultural  comniuniti< 
a  freipient  canso  wjm  the  more  pressure  of  their  increa^ii 
population  upon  their  limited  lainl,  aggravated  as  that  pi 
sure  so  often  was  by  deficient  harvests  in  the  rude  state  of 
llieir  agriculture,  and  depending  as  they  dtd  for  fcKid  upoB^ 
ft  very  small  extent  of  coniitry.     On  these  occasions,  thi 
coiimiunity  often  ctnigraled  en  7w ««*?''.  or  ncnl  forth  a  swarm' 
of  its  youth,  to  seek,  sword  in  hand,  for  some  less  warlike 
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people,  who  conid  be  expelled  from  their  land,  or  detained 
to  eiillirtttc  it  an  sUtcs  for  the  benefit  of  their  despoilcM. 
What  tlie  lesh  advanced  tribiw  did  I'rom  nMi'saity,  tlie  more 
prosperous  did  from  aiiibitiuu  and  thu  military  t^piril :  and 
after  a  time  thu  wliole  of  lhi««  rity-coiuniunilifjs  were  cither 
coni|Uururs  or  conquered.  In  &omc  casi%,  the  cunqucring 
state  eontctittHl  itJ^elf  with  imposing:  a  tribute  on  the  vim- 
quiaht:*! :  who  l)eiiig,  iu  cuUi^idunitiuu  of  that  bunhm,  freed 
from  the  expense  and  trouble  of  Iheir  own  military  and 
navnl  protct-tion,  niicjlit  oiijoy  iindt.*r  it  ii  eonsidi-rahlo  i^hnro 
ufecDUMniiL-id  pn^spcrity,  while  the  aaoeudant  ciHuuuuiity  ob- 
tuiuud  a  surplus  of  wualthf  available  fur  pnr[)0(iegt>ft:o1lcclivo 
luxnry  or  iimj^nifiet-nct?.  Kroin  sucli  n  surplus  the  I'artheiion 
and  the  Propyliua  were  built,  tlic  ?;cnlptun»  v\'  IMieidias  paid 
for,  and  tlie  fuetivals  celebrntod,'  for  which  jEschyluh.  Sitphtt- 
clos.  Euripides,  and  Arij-toplmiics  composed  their  dramaa. 
But  lliis  litattj  of  jiolilieal  ruliUions,  most  u^-lul.  while  it 
lasted,  to  tlie  proj^eas  mid  uttiitiati!  interest  of  inankind,  had 
not  the  oUnneuts  of  durability.  A  small  eonijucring  c<im- 
munity  whirh  docs  nut  incni*i>oratc  it»  conquests,  always 
cuda  by  being  conquereil.  I'niversal  duminiun,  therefore, 
at  last  rested  witli  the  people  who  praetised  thla  art — with 
the  Romans ;  who,  whatever  were  their  other  deviees, 
always  either  liejian  or  enileil  by  taking  a  great  part  of  the 
Und  to  enrich  their  uwn  U'luHng  citizens,  and  by  adopting 
inl(»  the  governing  iMxIy  the  prineipal  posscsfiors  of  the  re- 
mainder. It  i&  nnneeesftarr  to  dwell  on  the  melancholy 
cvoDouiieal  history  of  the  Konian  empire.  When  inequality 
of  wealth  once  commences,  in  a  community  not  eonstiuitly 
engaged  in  repairing  by  intluiitry  the  injiirif-'s  ol'  fortune,  its 
advances  are  gigantic  ;  the  great  masses  of  wealth  swallow 
up  the  f^mnller.  The  Koman  empire  ultimately  hecamo 
covereil  with  the  vast  landed  poRHessioius  of  a  comparatively 
low  fauulie:;,  for  whoso  luxury,  and  still  more  for  whose 
iistenfation,  the  mo^t  ('ostly  pro<lri(!ts  were  ra(»(?d,  while  the 
cultivators  of  the  soil  were  glaves^  or  small  tenants  in  a 
oearlj  servile  condition.     Frotu  this  time  llw  v;ta.\\.\\  o'C  \\vs 
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enipire  pror^seively  declineii.  lu  Ibe  bepnninj^,  the  public 
rev4;iiiiei4,  uiul  the  ivwjnnitM  of  ricb  iiuiividualf*,  Bufficwl  ut 
least  to  cover  Italy  with  splendid  dlifices.  public  aud  pri- 
vate ;  bnt  at  lengtli  so  (iwiiidle<l  under  the  enervating  in- 
fluences lit'  iiiIhgifveruniGut,  that  what  ruiiiaiiietl  wiih  not 
even  sufficient  to  keep  tlioae  edifices  from  det^ay.  TUo 
Btreiiglh  aiid  riuUeh  of  the  civilized  world  became  inade- 
quate to  uiakc  head  against  tiic  numad  popuhitiun  whicJi 
^rtfid  its  northern  frontier:  tJicy  overrun  iho  empire,  and 
a  difl'erent  order  of  tlihijjf^  succeeded. 

In  tlic  new  iVame  in  wliiuh  Eurojican  society  waa  now 
cast,  the  jmpniiilion  i»f  eairh  country  may  be  <-onsidercd  aa 
composed,  in  unequal  propDrtious^  <^f  two  <ti8tinct  nations  or 
races,  the  conquerors  aud  tJie  conquered  :  the  first  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Umd,  the  latter  Ihc  tillera  of  it.  These  tillera 
were  allowed  to  occupy  the  land  on  conditions  which,  being 
tbe  product  of  force,  were  alwayti  onerous,  but  seldom  to  tio 
extent  of  absulnte  slavery.  Already,  in  the  hiter  times  of 
the  Roman  empire,  predial  slavery  had  extensively  trnna- 
furrned  itself  into  a  kind  of  scrl'ddni :  tlie  coiftni  of  the 
Konians  were  rather  villeins  tlian  actual  slaves;  and  the 
inoapncily  and  distaste  of  the  barbarian  conquei*ors  for  jier- 
eonally  sujHunntcnding  inditatrial  oceupatitms,  left  no  alter- 
native but  to  allow  to  Tbe  cultivators,  as  an  incentive  to 
exertion,  some  real  interest  in  the  soil.  li",  for  example* 
they  were  eompclled  to  labour,  three  days  in  the  week,  for 
their  superior,  the  produi-e  of  the  remaining  days  was  their 
own-  If  they  were  rc<piirod  to  8ui*p]y  the  jirovisions  of 
various  sorts,  ordinarily  needetl  for  the  consumption  of  the 
castlu,  and  were  often  subject  to  requisitions  in  excess,  yet 
after  supplying  the**  demands  they  were  suflercd  to  dUposo 
at  their  will  of  whatever  additional  prmlufe  they  eonld 
raise.  Under  this  system  during  the  Middle  Ages  it  was 
not  impossible,  no  more  than  in  Kussia  at  pi-csenl  (where 
the  same  system  stiU  cssentiully  prevails).  Cor  serfs  to  acqnire 
pn)perty;  nnd  in  fnct,  their  awuinulnrions  are  the  primitive 
simree  of  the  wealth  of  mude:n  Kuro]»e. 
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In  that  age  of  violence  and  disorder,  the  fintt  use  made  by 
a  serf  of  anv  small  provision  which  he  had  been  able  to  avcu- 
imtlate,  wrb  to  buy  iiis  l'rce<loin  und  withdraw  hinm.'lf  to  goiiict 
town  or  rortitied  viliuge,  which  hud  remained  nndcilroycd 
from  tlie  lime  of  the  Koni.iii  doiniition  ;  or,  without  buying 
hh  frt'edoiu,  to  abscond  tliilhcr.  In  tliat  place  of  ret'ugc, 
Burroimdud  by  others  of  his  own  clal^B,  he  attempted  to  live, 
stKUjrod  in  ^onio  muiuure  from  the  oiilruged  and  exactions  of 
the  warrior  caste,  by  lihi  own  prowess  and  that  of  his  fel- 
Kiwii.  Tlifso  emiuicipftted  Korfu  mostly  beenme  arKtieers ; 
and  lived  by  ext-)iun>i:ing  the  produce  of  tJii^ir  industry  for 
tlie  surplus  food  and  material  which  the  soil  yielded  to  its 
fiMidul  pruprtetore.  Tldri  j^avt  rii^e  to  a  sort  of  European 
touutcrjiUJ't  of  the  et-uuowiLal  condition  of  At^iatic  eoun- 
trieij ;  t^M'pt  that,  in  lien  of  a  t;in^le  niouarcli  and  a  ilnctu- 
Rting  bofly  of  fiivoimtes  and  empluyrrt,  there  was  a  nnmcr- 
oufi  and  in  a  cunsi durable  dfgjx**;  fixwl  ela^w  of  great  land- 
holders; exhibilinf;  far  leea  splendour,  because  individually 
diispo^g  of  a  much  emallcr  surplus  produce,  and  for  a  Icng 
time  ejKjicudint;  the  chief  part  of  it  in  maintaining  the  body 
uf  retainers  wboin  the  warlike  habits  of  society,  and  the 
little  protectiiin  ati'tirded  by  ^vemment,  rendeix'd  indis- 
|)eut>able  to  their  (iufcty.  Tiie  gi-eater  btahility,  the  tixily  of 
personal  p*)»^ition,  wIhcIi  this  state  of  society  atforded,  in 
eoniparison  with  the  Asiatic  jHilily  to  whicli  it  ecoiioniieally 
eorresp(»nded,  was  one  main  rousuu  why  it  was  also  found 
toore  fttvonrable  to  improvenM-nt.  From  this  tiiiu?  tho 
ecH>niinucal  advancement  of  society  has  not  been  further 
interrupted.  Security  of  person  and  property  grew  slowly, 
but  steadily ;  tlie  arts  of  lifo  made  constant  progress ; 
plumlcr  euased  to  be  the  principal  source  of  aeeumulatioii ; 
and  feudal  Kuntjie  rijK'iH-d  ititu  commercial  and  manufac- 
turing Kiiropu.  In  llie  1. titer  part  uf  flie  middle  ages,  tlie 
towns  of  Italy  and  Flauders.  the  free  d ties  of  Germany,  and 
Biune  tnw*ns  of  France  and  KnglarHJ,  contained  a  largf  and 
eiicrgitio  pitpulation  of  artit-ans,  «ud  many  rich  burglicrs. 
whobe  wealili  had  been  Rev|ui]*ed  by  ma!vufacluv\\\i»  \\wW%- 
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try,  or  by  trading  in  the  produce  of  isuch  industry.  Tlie 
Cointnoiid  of  Eii^latx),  tlie  Tii'-rs-Etat  of  France,  tlie  bttur- 
j^coi^io  of  the  Continent  generally,  are  the  descendants  of 
this  class.  Aa  these  were  a.  saving;  cla»H,  wliile  the  posterity 
of  the  feudal  ari&tocracy  were  a  squandering  cla^s,  the 
former  by  decrees  substituted  theiiigelves  for  tho  latter  aft 
the  owners  of  a  great  proportion  of  the  land.  Tliis  natural 
tendency  was  in  Bonic  cases  retarded  by  laws  contrived  for 
the  j>nr]>oge  of  detaining  the  land  in  the  familit^  of  itii  exist- 
ing possessors,  in  otlicr  cases  accelerated  by  political  rcvolu- 
t!uii&  Gradually,  tlmujrh  mnre  slowly,  t!io  imniediato 
cultivators  of  the  soil,  in  all  the  mom  civilized  countrieii, 
ceased  to  be  in  a  eon'ile  or  eemi-servile  state :  though  tho 
legal  position,  as  well  as  tlie  econoiiiic;d  condition  attained 
by  tliem,  vary  extremely  in  the  different  nntinns  ol'Kurope, 
and  in  the  great  eominuniliefi  which  have  l)een  founded 
beyond  the  Atlantic  by  the  dfseendants  iif  Kuropeana. 

Tiie  world  now  contains  several  extensive  regions,  p 
vided  witli  the  various  ingredients  of  wealth  in  a  degree  of 
nbundancc  of  which  fonncr  ages  had  not  even  the  idea. 
Withuut  compulsory  lahour,  an  enormous  mass  of  finid  ia 
aimnally  extracted  trom  the  soil,  and  maintains,  besides  tlio 
actual  producers,  an  c<pial,  sometimes  a  greater  number  (if 
labourers,  occupied  in  producing  conveniences  and  luxuries 
of  itDumerable  kinds,  or  in  transporting  them  from  place  to 
place;  atfk>  a  multitude  of  persons  employed  in  directing 
and  superintending  these  various  laboui-s ;  and  over  and 
aliDve  all  tliesc,  a  class  moro  numerous  than  in  the  mos 
luxurious  ancient  societies,  of  persons  whose  occupations  aro 
of  a  kind  not  dirot^tly  prmluclive,  and  of  pt^rsons  who  have 
no  occupation  at  all.  The  food  thus  raised,  supports  a  far 
larger  population  than  had  ever  existed  (at  least  in  the  same 
regions)  on  an  eijnal  space  of  ground  ;  and  supports  them 
with  certainty,  exempt  fi*om  those  periodically  recurring  « 
famines  so  abundant  in  the  early  history  of  Kumpe,  and  ii^H 
Oriental  countries  even  now  not  unfrcquent.  Besides  this  ^^ 
riXiat  increase  in  the  quantity  of  foud,  it  has  greatly  im- 
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proved  in  quallh-  and  vuricty  ;  while  convenience?  and  lux- 
iirius,  other  than  foods  uriADO  longer  limited  to  a.  small  and 
opulent  G\wf^j  bnt  desoend,  in  great  almndanee,  through 
many  widening  strata  in  society.  The  collective  reeonircs 
of  one  of  these  conimunilius,  when  it  chooses  to  put  them 
forth  for  any  unexpected  purpose ;  its  ability  to  nmintaln 
fleets  and  armies,  to  execute  public  works,  I'ithcr  ii^ffiil  i»r 
omamcntal,  to  perform  national  acts  of  beneficence  like  the 
ranH)m  of  the  West  India  slaves ;  to  found  colonies,  to  have 
its  people  taught,  to  do  anylhine;  in  short  which  requireH 
expense,  and  to  do  it  with  no  baeritiee  of  the  neccssaried  or 
even  the  substantial  comfortri  of  itt«  iiihabitantB,  are  f^uch  as 
the  world  never  saw  before. 

Hut  in  nil  tliese  paHiculare.  charaeteri&t!c  of  the  nindeni 
industrial  connnniiitit's,  tlnwe  rummunitiLy  ditt'er  wiilely 
from  one  another.  Though  abounding  in  wealth  as  com- 
pared with  former  a*^,  they  do  so  in  very  different  degrees. 
Even  of  the  countries  whieii  are  justly  accounted  the  rieh- 
caU  sonic  have  made  a  more  complete  use  of  their  pro- 
daetive  resources,  and  Imve  obtained,  relatively  to  their 
territorial  extent,  a  luneh  larger  produce,  than  others ;  uor 
do  they  dilier  only  in  amount  of  wealth,  bnt  also  in  the 
rapidity  *if  ils  incrpiise.  Tlie  <livei*«itie(*  in  the  <1i;*tribiitii»n 
of  weuUIi  arc  still  greater  than  in  the  production.  There 
are  great  <lifferencos  in  the  condition  of  the  poorest  class  in 
difl'ercnt  countries;  and  in  the  proportional  nnndiers  and 
('puleneo  of  the  classes  which  are  above  the  pooo'st.  Tlie 
very  nature  and  designation  of  the  classes  who  originally 
share  among  them  the  produce  of  the  soil,  vary  not  a  little 
in  diHVirnt  places.  In  some,  the  landowneni  are  a  claAs  in 
themselves,  abn.ist  entirtOy  scparntc  from  the  clasws  en- 
gaged in  industry :  in  other?,  the  proprietor  of  tlie  laud  is 
aImoi<t  universally  its  cultivator,  owning  the  plough,  and 
often  hininelf  holding  it.  Where  the  proprietor  himself 
does  not  culiivatc,  there  is  sometimes,  between  him  and  the 
InlKHirer.  an  intermediate  upency,  that  of  the  farmer,  who 
udvoiicfb   the  bubslbtence  of    the  \;\\*o\ireir6,  wi^^^ws.  ^la 
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itislniiiieiits  *>(  proilnction,  And  rweivo«4,  nrti-r  paying  a  ren 
to  tlii>  l.iiidownci',  »ll  the  pnxluci? :  in  utlier  cased,  the  land- 
lord, Ilia  paid  agentB,  and  the  lubourcre,  aro  tho  only  ehar- 
ers.  Maiiufacturfs,  ajrain,  are  monicliiiies  earned  on  by 
sciUteifd  iudividuaU,  \v\if>  own  or  hire  the  tools  or  muchtn- 
ery  they  require,  and  employ  little  labour  besides  tlmt  of 
tlieir  own  hiiuily  ;  in  other  eaees,  by  large  numbers  working 
together  iu  one  building,  with  expensive  and  complex 
inaeliinery  owned  by  rich  nianufaelurers.  Tlio  fianie  dif- 
ference exiMs  iu  the  opei-ationa  of  trade.  The  wliolesalc 
operations  indeed  are  everywhere  carried  on  by  large  capi- 
tals, where  )»ueh  fx\i\  ;  but  the  retail  dealiugg,  whieli  col- 
lectively occupy  a  very  great  amount  of  capital,  are  souie- 
tiine-8  comlucted  in  small  shups,  i-biefly  by  the  personal 
cxertiuns  uf  the  dealers  thcnibelvcii,  with  their  fuuiilies,  and 
perhaps  an  apprentice  or  two ;  and  eomettniee  in  largo 
eglablisliments,  of  which  the  fiindg  arc  supplied  by  a 
wealthy  individual  or  assucialiou,  and  the  agency  is  that 
of  nunieroui^  salaried  shopmen  or  shopwomcn.  Ik'ttides 
these  difforenees  in  tlie  economical  phenomena  presenter! 
by  different  parts  of  what  iu  usually  called  llie  civilized 
world,  all  Uioho  earlier  Ktaliit  which  we  iiraviously  passed 
III  review,  have  (continued  in  eoine  part  or  other  of  the 
world,  down  to  our  t>wn  lime.  Hunting  comnmniticH  still 
«xiiit  in  America,  nomadic  in  Arabia  and  the  steppes  of 
Korthem  A»ia  ;  Oriental  society  is  in  essentials  wliat  it  linft 
always  been  ;  the  great  empire  of  RiisRia  is  i.-ven  now,  in 
many  respects,  tlic  scan-cly  modified  image  of  feudal  Eu- 
rope, Every  one  of  the  gttait  l>'pea  of  human  soeioly, 
down  to  that  of  the  Esqaimaox  or  Patagonians,  is  still 
extant. 

These  remarkable  diffcrenoea  in  the  state  of  different 
portions  of  tlie  human  race,  with  regard  to  the  production 
and  distribution  of  wi^alth,  must,  like  all  other  phenomena, 
depend  on  causes.  And  it  is  not  a  BufBcient  explanation  to 
aMcrilK"  them  exclusively  to  the  degrees  of  knowlcd^*.  |M)9- 
bcfesed  at  dilllrent  timet-  and  places,  of  the  laws  ui  nature 
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and  tlic  physiral  arts  of  life.  Many  other  causefi  coiijierate ; 
iwid  that  very  progi-ctw  and  unequal  Uitstributiou  of  phyKiciil 
kitowlwlge,  are  partly  the  etfecU,  aa  w«ll  a»  partly  the 
cau»el^  of  the  &tato  of  the  pn^maion  and  distrihiitiou  of 
wealth. 

Ill  ao  far  as  the  economical  condition  of  nations  tiiiTis 
npon  the  state  of  phyBiral  knowledge,  it  is  a  suhjcirt  for  the 
Itiiysical  ftirieiicefi,  and  the  arts  founded  on  them.  But  iu  bo 
far  as  the  causes  ai*e  murul  or  pfiyehologieal,  dependent  on 
institutions  and  eocial  rL^ations,  or  on  tlie  principleii  of 
ImtTian  natui-c,  their  investigation  belongs  not  to  plivisieal, 
but  to  moral  and  social  eeienee,  and  is  the  oUjeel  of  wluit  is 
called  Political  Economy. 

Tiie  pnrfjuetion  of  wealth  ;  the  extraction  of  the  instni- 
nieiittj  of  Inmnin  snhiiiisteuue  and  enjoyuient  from  the  ma- 
terials of  tlie  globe,  is  evidently  not  an  arbiti'ary  thing.  It 
had  ita  iiccessai-y  conditions."  Ot'  tlwfie,  some  are  phyt-ical, 
depending  on  the  propertieg  of  matter,  or  rather  on  the 
amount  of  knirwledge  of  those  projierlies  ]>o6iie»dcd  at  the 
particular  place  and  time.  Tiicse  Political  Economy  does 
not  investigate,  but  assumes  ;  reftTring  for  the  gronnd?,  to 
physical  science  or  common  experience.  Combining  with 
thc^c  faeti*  of  outward  nature  ulher  tiuthis  relating  to  human 
uatnrc,  it  attempts  to  trace  the  pccondury  or  dcrivativo 
law^  by  whiclt  tlie  prodnetion  of  weaUli  is  determined ;  in 
which  must  Ho  the  explanation  of  tlie  diverMitleB  of  riches 
and  poverty  in  the  preiscnt  and  past,  ami  the  ground  of 
whatever  increase  in  wealth  is  reserved  for  the  future. 

Unlike  the  laws  of  Production,  those  of  Distribution  are 
|>artly  of  human  instittilimi :  since  the  manner  in  wliicli 
wwdth  is  distributed  in  any  given  society,  dejwnds  on  tlie 
statutes  or  usap>s  therein  obtaining.  But  though  govern- 
mentis  nr  nations  have  the  ]»ower  of  deciding  wliat  institn- 
lioiiA  shall  exist,  they  cannot  arhitrarily  determine  how 
tho^i  institutions  sliall  work.  Tlie  conditions  on  which  tlio 
power  they  posfKesti  over  the  distribution  of  wealtli  is  de- 
pendent, and  the  manner  in  which  the  dUln\i\\\.\ou  \ft  cJRvlvA.- 
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ed  by  the  various  modes  of  conduct  which  society  may 
think  fit  to  adopt,  are  as  much  a  subject  for  scientific 
enquiry  as  any  of  the  physical  laws  of  nature. 

The  laws  of  Production  and  Distribution,  and  some  of 
tlie  practical  consequences  dedueible  from  tiiem,  are  the 
subject  of  the  following  treatise. 


BOOK  I. 


PRODUGTIOIS'. 


i 


g  L  Tire  ii.^iii[iit(»  of  production  are  two:  labour,  and 
iippro|iriulc  iiiit)ir:il  objects. 

labour  ie  e'lher  bodily  or  mental;  or,  to  express  (he 
dintiiiiftiou  luorc  compi-ubeubively^  eithur  tniuteulai*  or  iu:r- 
toiib;  and  it  is  nccceeary  to  include  in  the  idcn,  not  solely 
tlio  excriiou  itisclf,  but  all  fcelin;;^  of  a  disiigrccablo  kind, 
all  bodily  inconvunienoo  or  nientui  annoyance,  conneotnfl 
with  tliti  uTHploymcnt  of  onuV  Ihoii^btft,  or  niusclcs,  or  both, 
in  a  particular  occupation.  Of  the  other  requisite — a]>pro- 
priate  natural  objccte — it  U  to  be  reniai-ked,  tliat  koiuu 
objoL'ta  exiat  or  grow  up  spontaneoui^ly,  of  a  kind  suited  to 
tlie  Bupply  of  liUMKin  wantK.  There  are  caves  and  hollow 
trees  capahle  of  iitTording  shelter;  fruit,  roots,  wild  honey, 
and  other  natural  produrta,  on  which  human  life  can  bo 
ftii  i  ■  '  '  :  but  even  here  a  considerable  quantity  of  labour 
i.K  ;y  reipiirv'd,  not  for  tlie  puriMjde  of  creating,  hut 

of  iiuditie^  and  appnipriiiting  ihem.  In  all  but  thu^o  faw 
a;.  '  r  in  the  very  coninuMK-eiiK'nt  of  hiuii;m  wwiit'Iy) 

Ui  _  I  III  ca»e»,  the  objeetw  supplied  by  nuiure  are  only 
itwirumentol  to  human  want«,  after  having  uudor^uno  some 
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degree  of  transtuniialiuu  by  human  eserttoa.  Even  the 
wild  animab  of  the  forest  and  of  the  sea,  from  which  tUe 
hunting  and  tishini;  tribo^  derive  thuir  BUBtenanrt — though 
the  labour  of  \rhii.-h  tlicy  are  tie  subject  is  chiefly  ihut 
retiuircd  for  appropriating  tliem — must  yet,  before  tiey  we 
used  us  food,  b(]  killed,  divided  into  fragment,  and  Huh- 
jected  in  almost  uU  cases  to  some  cidiuiiry  pit)ccs8,  which 
arc  operations  requiriuj;  a  certain  degree  of  human  labiu^ 
The  amount  of  transformation  witich  natural  sub^Iu^Bt 
undergo  before  being  brought  into  the  shape  in  which  they 
are  directly  applied  to  human  use,  varies  from  tliia  or  a  still 
less  degree  of  alteration  in  the  nature  and  appearance  of 
the  object,  to  a  (change  tut  total  that  nu  traee  is  perceptible 
of  tl»e  original  ehapc  and  structure.  There  is  little  resem- 
blance between  a  pit?ee  of  a  mineral  Rubstanee  found  in  the 
earth,  and  a  plough,  an  axe,  or  a  saw.  Tlicre  is  less  resem- 
blance l>etween  porcelain  and  the  decomposing  granite  of 
which  it  is  made,  or  between  sand  mixed  with  sea-weed,  and 
glass.  Tin-  dilierent^e  is  greater  stUl  between  the  ilecco  of  a 
Blicep,  or  a  handful  of  cotton  seeds,  and  a  web  of  muslin  or 
bi-oad  eloth  ;  and  the  sliecp  and  se(>ds  themselvea  are  not 
&puntanec>us  growths,  but  i^csults  of  previous  lubuur  and 
cjiro.  In  these  several  cases  the  ultimate  proiluet  is  so 
extremely  dit^iniilar  to  the  fiulmrance  supplied  by  nattiro, 
tbnt  in  the  ciist<)m  uf  language  nature  is  representetl  as  only 
furnishing  materials. 

Nature,  however,  does  more  than  8up|dy  materials ;  alie 
al»o  supidies  powers.  Tlio  mutter  of  the  ginbc  Is  not  an 
inert  recipient  of  forms  and  pn^perties  impressed  by  human 
hands ;  it  has  activn  euergiue  by  which  it  cooperates  with* 
and  may  even  he  uscmI  as  a  substitute  for,  hthiuir.  In  the 
early  ages  people  eunverted  their  cum  intu  fluur  by  pounding 
it  between  two  stoneB ;  they  next  hit  on  a  contrivance  which 
enabled  them,  hy  turning  a.  lumiHe,  tu  make  on<*  of  tho 
stones  revolve  upon  the  other;  and  tliis  prw-oes,  a  little  im* 
proved,  is  still  the  common  }>raetiee  uf  ibe  East.  Tlie 
maseular  exertioD>  however,  which  it  required,  waa  very 
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rere  and  oxhaiisting.  insoninch  thai  it  was  oticn  stlectud 
n  |iiiiiislimt'at  lor  sl;ive»  whn  Imd  offended  their  nuistoi-s. 
AVtiCU  tlic  time  came  at  whicli  tliu  labour  and  euU'erin^  of 
.slaves  were  ilmiiglit  wtirtli  economizing,  tliL*  grwitcr  pftvt  of 
rthit*  btMlilv  e,v»'i-tion  was  rtttidi-n-d  iiimwussary,  hy  c</nlnviji{j 
that  the  upper  stone  slioiiM  be  mado  to  revolve  upon  tlio 
lower,  not  by  hnmaii  strength,  but  by  tlie  force  of  the  wind 
or  of  foUtng  water.  In  thiB  inuic.  natural  agente,  the  wiud 
or  the  gravitation  of  the  water,  ai*e  made  to  do  a  portion  of 
the  work  jtrcviously  done  by  labonr. 

§  2.  Coses  like  tluB,  in  which  a  certain  amonnt  of 
l&honr  has  been  dig{ten^  with,  it^  work  being  devolved 
upon  Fome  natural  aa;ent^  are  apt  to  sng^cat  an  erroneona 
notiun  of  tin-  cumparative  fnuctioiig  of  hdiutir  and  natural 
[K>wers ;  as  if  the  t^joperation  of  tbo&e  powers  with  human 
indnfftr\'  were  liuiitcl  to  the  ea&es  In  which  tlioy  are  made 
to  pcrftirni  what  would  otbcrwifie  l>c  done  by  hibour ;  iw  if, 
in  the  case  of  things  made  {us  tite  pliraae  is)  by  hand,  nature 
only  fnrnishixl  ]»a^8ive  niateriaU.  Iliis  is  an  illusion.  Tlic 
powers  of  nature  art:  us  adivtily  operative  in  the  one  ca«f  as 
in  the  other.  A  workman  takes  a  stalk  of  the  llax  or  hemp 
plant,  spills  it  inlo  scpnnite  fibix-s,  twines  logethrr  sevcrHl 
of  these  ribres  with  his  fwigei*s,  aided  by  a  simple  iitstni- 
mont  enllod  a  spindle ;  having  tlnis  forineil  u  thread,  Iw  lays 
many  siuoh  thrcuda  side  by  side,  and  places  other  similar 
tikrcads  directly  across  them,  so  tliat  each  passes  alteniately 
over  and  under  thoMi  which  are  at  right  angles  to  it ;  this 
part  of  the  process  being  ftu-ilitnted  by  an  instrument  calhd 
a  shuttle.  Ho  lias  now  prmitiee<l  a  web  of  eloth,  cither 
linen  or  saek-cloth,  according  to  the  material,  lie  is  aald  to 
have  done  this  by  liand,  no  natural  force  being  supposed  to 
have  a<'t(Hl  i^(;fui<-«rt  wllii  liim.  Bnt  by  what  force  is  caeh 
«cp  of  ibis  operation  renderetl  iKwsibks  and  the  web,  when 
prtMliicedf  held  together  i  By  tlie  tenacity,  or  tbrce  of 
'i  .  of  the  fibres:  whidi  is  one  of  the  forces  of  nature, 
.  li  we  caii  meanure  exactly  agalusl  olWv  \uwXva.\\\ejsi\ 
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forced,  and  a&ccrtaia  how  niiich  of  any  uf  them  it  suffices  to 
neutralize  or  coiiiitepbalaucc. 

If  we  e:iamitie  any  otlier  cnmi  of  wlial;  is  called  the  uctiun 
of  miin  MjKjn  nature,  we  shall  find  in  like  munuer  that  the 
powere  of  natnre,  or  in  other  words  the  propertieti  of  uiat- 
ler,  do  all  the  work,  when  onee  ohjectn  are  pnt  inl«  Uie 
right  position.  This  ouo  opcftttion,  of  putting  tliinge  into 
tit  places  for  being  acte<l  U|K>n  by  (heir  own  internul  forces, 
and  by  tliose  reaidiiig  in  nOier  natural  ohjci-ts,  ie  all  that 
man  docs,  or  oan  do,  with  matter.  He  oidy  morc^  one 
thing  to  or  from  auotlier.  He  moves  a  seed  into  Uie 
ground ;  and  the  natural  forces  of  ve<;etation  produce  in 
suceetjsion  a  root,  a  stem,  leaves,  flowers,  and  fruit.  lie 
inovua  un  axo  through  a  tree,  and  it  falls  by  the  nalnral 
force  of  gravitation  ;  he  moves  a  saw  through  it,  in  a  partic- 
ular manner,  and  the  physical  propertit;a  by  which  a  wifter 
eubsUucc  gives  way  before  a  hai-dcr,  rauko  it  separate  into 
plauks,  wliiuh  he  arranges  in  certain  positions,  with  nails 
driven  through  them,  or  adhesive  matter  between  tlicm,  and 
produces  a  tabic,  or  a  house.  He  moves  a  spark  to  fuel, 
and  it  ignites,  and  by  the  force  generated  in  combustion  it 
Roiiks  the  food,  melts  or  stiftens  the  iron,  wmverts  Into  bei-r 
or  stigar  the  malt  or  cane-juice,  which  he  has  previously 
moved '  to  the  spot/  Ho  has  no  otlicr  means  of  acting  on 
matter  than  by  mi>ving'it.  Motion,  and  ivsietflnee  to  mo- 
tion, are  the  only  things  wliich  his  mnselos  are  constructed 
for.  By  muscular  confraLlion  he  can  create  a  pressure  on 
an  outward  object,  which,  if  sufficiently  powerful,  will  set  it 
in  motion,  or  if  it  be  already  moving,  will  check  or  mo<lify 
or  altogether  arrest  its  mution,  aud  he  can  do  no  more. 
But  this  is  enough  to  have  given  all  the  command  which 
mankind  have  acquired  over  natural  f<»rccn  iininojinunddy 
more  powerful  than  themselves;  a  coiniiwi^'wbieh,  great 
as  it  is  already,  is  withont  doubt  destined  to  become  indefi- 
nitely greater.  Ho  exerts  tliis  power  either  by  avuiluig 
himself  of  natural  forces  in  existence,  or  by  arranging  ol>- 
jGCts  in  those  mixtures  and  cflmUuatwns  by  which  nataml 
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ttiroe«  are  goneral4?d ;  as  when  l>y  putting  a  liglitcd  niatrli 
to  fuel,  and  wafer  iuto  a  boiler  over  it^  he  geiieralen  the  ex- 
paiiAive  forcu  uf'  steam,  u  power  which  has  bcun  inado  bo 
largely  tivuilable  for  the  attaimuent  of  Imninn  purpose*.* 

Labour,  then,  in  the  ph^Eical  wtirtd,  is  alwayii  and  iKilcily^ 
emploj^cd  in  piUli"^  objects)  in  inntion  ;  the  propurtiuit  uf 
matter^  the  laws  of  nature,  do  the  rv&t/  Tlic  skill  and  in- 
genuity of  human  heings  are  ehie6y  t'xereifi<.>d  in  discovering 
luoveinentH,  jmuliuahle  by  tlieir  power*,  and  eapal>Ie  of 
bringing  about  tlic  effects  wliicli  they  desire„  But,  while 
movement  is  thn  only  effect  which  man  can  immediately 
and  direi-tly  produce  4iy  liis  muscled,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
he  should  produce  directly  by  them  all  the  movement« 
which  be  rcipilrcii.  ,  lite  tir:4t  and  inL>9<t  obvious  substitute  is 
tlie  mnsonlar  action  of  eattfe  :  l>y  degrees  the  powers  of 
inanimate  nature  are  made  to  aid  in  Uiis  too,  as  by  making 
Uie  wind,  or  water,  things  already  in  ntotiun,  comnuinieate 
a  part  of  tbcir  motion  to  tlic  wheels,  whicli  before  that 
iuvention  were  ma<lo  to  rorolvc  by  muscular  force.  This 
service  is  extorted  from  the  powers  of  wiud  and  water  by  a 
set  of  actions,  consisting  like  the  former  in  moving  certain 
objects  into  certain  positions  iu  wluch  they  constitute  what 
is  termed  a  machine ;  but  the  nniscular  action  necessary'  for 
t!ii»  is  not  constantly  renewed,  but  |)ei*fiirriie<l  once  for  all, 
and  there  ia  on  tlic  whole  a  great  economy  of  labour. 

§  3.  Some  writers  have  raisod  the  question,  whether 
nature  gives  more  astoistaiice  to  labour  in  one  kind  of  Indu^ 
tr>'  or  in  another ;  and  hare  said  tliat  In  some  occupations 
labour  does  most,  in  others  nature  most.  In  this,  however, 
Uiere  seems  mueh  contiBion  of  ideas.  The  part  which 
Ojittire  liaa  in  any  work  of  man,  is  indefinite  and  iueom- 
,1&en6urab1c.  Tt  is  inipoissiblu  to  decide  that  in  any  one 
ftbiug  nature  does  more  than  in  any  other.    One  cannot 

*  *ntll  e^MmtMl  anil  pritDBry  Isk  of  man's  ptiwpr  ovrr  nalnrp  w,  [  bdivvp. 
fm*  lUtMtrattil   nml    inailu  )iniiiiin*^'iil  ntt  a  fiiiHlwnnital    pr'incl)ile  of   riiliUoal 
r,  In  Ibo  6m  chapter  of  \Sr.  Uill'it  Eirmnd*. 
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oven  s&y  that  lal>our  docs  less.  Lues  labour  may  bo  re* 
qniri'd ;  but  If  tliat  which  ia  required  is  abeolutt'lj:  indi&- 
pensable.  the  result  is  just  as  nmch  the  product  of  labour, 
a«  of  nstliire.  When  two  eoiidilion^  iire  ee|uall_)'  nt-cee- 
eary  for  producing  the  efftK!t  at  all,  it  h  xaaxxv&inug  to  say 
iliat  BO  much  of  it  ia  produced  by  om?  and  bo  much  ])y  the 
other ;  it  is  like  attd'iiiptiiig  to  decide  whicli  half  of  h  pair 
of  scissors  has  most  to  do  in  the  aet  of  cultiog ;  or  which  of 
the  factors,  live  and  bIx,  contributt;tt  most  to  tlie  production 
of  tliirty.  The  form  which  thid  c-onceit  usually  a^fiUmeB,  is 
that  of  supposing'  that  nature  len^  more  asbistance  to 
human  eudeavnurp  in  ap-iniUure,  (ban  iu  manufaetures. 
lliis  notion,  held  by  the  French  Economistes,  and  from 
which  Adnm  Smith  wa«  not  fit*,  anise  from  a  mitstoncop- 
tion  of  the  natui*c  of  i-ciit.  I1ic  rent  of  land  being  a  ]>ricu 
paid  for  a  natural  agency,  aud  no  eucli  price  being  paid  in 
manufaetures,  tlie^ic  wiiterg  inia<:ined  that  &ince  a  price  was 
paid,  it  was  hecuusc  theiv  was  u  greater  luuouiit  i>f  service 
to  be  paid  for:  whereas  a  better  consideration  of  the  sub- 
j«^t  wuuld  have  shown  that  the  reason  why  the  use  of  land 
bears  a  price  is  simply  tlie  limitation  of  its  quantity,  and 
that  if  air.  heat,  electricity,  chcmi(-ul  agencies,  and  the  other 
IKJwers  of  nature  employed  by  manufacturers,  were  sparinj;- 
ly  supplied,  and  could,  like  luiid,  Ix  engrossed  and  appro- 
priated, a  rent  could  be  exacted  for  them  also. 


§  4.  Tliis  leads  to  a  distinction  which  wc  bhall  find  to 
be  of  prininry  importance.  Of  natural  pdwerw,  wuue  are 
tmllmitcd.  otlicrs  Huiited  in  quantity.  By  an  unlimited 
quantity  is  of  conrse  not  meant  literally,  but  practically 
unlimited  :  a  quantity  beyond  the  use  which  can  in  any,  or 
at  least  in  present  circumstances,  be  n^adu  of  it.r  Land  is, 
in  eome  newly  settled  countries,  practically  unliniite<l  in 
quantity :  tJiere  is  more  than  can  be  used  by  the  existing 
population  of  the  country,  or  by  any  ncccsftiou  likely  to  bo 
made  tn  it  fur  gcueratiuus  to  come.  But  even  liicre,  land 
favourably  situated  with  regard  to  markets  or  means  of  car. 
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ringc,  is  geneitJly  limited  in  quantity  :  there  le  not  so  muuU 
of  it  A3  pcreonfi  would  frlaclly  ouiMipv  iiiul  riiltivttte,  or  otlier- 
wisc  turu  tu  use.  In  ail  old  counlrit's,  Itind  capable  of  cul- 
tivation, Inml  at  least  of  any  toleralilo  furtility,  must  bo 
miikcJ  among  agents  Hnuted  In  quantity.  )\\lcr,  fnr  Mrdi- 
uary  nurjKistis,  oa  the  lianks  of  rivers  or  lakes,  may  be 
ri'garded  u:*  of  unlinijtcd  abundaouG ;  but  if  required  for 
irrigation,  it  may  even  tlierc  be  iiisurtieient  to  i*tipply  all 
wantJi.  while  iu  places  which  depend  fur  their  ooni^uniption 
on  cisterns  or  tanks,  or  on  wclU  which  ore  not  copious,  or 
&rv  li»bln  to  fail,  water  takes  its  place  among  Ibingw  tJie 
quantity  of  wTilclinis'most  strictly  limited.  Where  water 
itftelf  ii  plentiful,  yet  water-power,  i.<r.  a  fall  of  water  apjili- 
cahle  by  ita  mechanical  foi"ce  to  llifi^service  of  industry,  may 
he  exceedingly  limited,  compared  with  the  use  which  would 
he  made  of  it  if  it  were  more  abundant.  Coal,  mclHllic  oren, 
anil  other  useful  suhglanccft  found  in  the  eartli,  are  etill  more 
limited  ihnu  land.  They  are  n(?t  only  strictly  local,  but 
exhiMHtihle ;  tlvuugh,  at_a  piveii  place  and  lime,  they  may 
vx'wt  in  much  jpH^nter  abundance  than  would  be  a]qiliud  to 
present  nse  oven  if  they  c-onld  be  obtained  p-atia.  Fisher- 
ice.  in  the  sea,  are  Jji^most  cuAca  a  pill  of  nature  pmctically 
unlimitod  in  tunount ;  bnt  tlic  Arctic  whale  tifihcrics  haro 
lirtij:^  Ixwn  iusulficient  for  the  tlemimd  which  exists  even  at 
the  vi-ry  eonsidurable  price  necejisary  to  defray  the  eusl  of 
appropriation :  and  tho  immcnBo  extension  which  the 
Sjutlieni  fli^lierie«i  have  in  coutieijueuce  ahuumed,  ia  tending 
to  eJchnuAt  them  likewise.  River  Hslieries  are  a  natural 
rcsQorce  of  a  very  limited  chiiracter,  and  would  he  mpidly 
chansted,  if  allowed  to  be  nsed  by  every  one  without 
»tniint.  Air,  even  that  fltate  of  it  whieli  we  term  wind, 
may,  iu  most  situations,  be  obtained  in  a  quantity  sufficient 
for  every  iK»*ible  use  ;  and  so  likowise,  on  the  sea  coagt  or 
fin  large  rivers,  may  water  carriage :  though  the  wharfage 
or  harbour-room  apjiliciible  to  the  service  of  that  mcwle  of 
transport  ia  in  many  situations  fur  short  of  what  would  be 
if  cAfiDr  nftiiinab/o. 
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It  will  be  seen  hereafter  bow  much  of  the  economy  of 
society  depends  on  the  Hmitwl  qumititjr  in  which  some  of 
the  most  important  natiiriil  aguuU  cximt,  and  mi>re  jiarticn- 
larly,  land.  For  the  present  T  shall  only  remark  that  m 
long  118  the  qimntity  of  a  luitiinil  a^ziunt  U  pructii'iilly  iin- 
limittHt,  it  cannot,  unlc&s  susceptible  of  artlKciul  muaopoly, 
bear  any  value  in  tlie  market,  since  no  one  will  ^ve  any: 
tiling  lor  what  can  be  obtained  grutii;.  But  ue  soon  as  a 
limitatiou  becomes  practically  operative ;  &&  soon  as  there 
is  not  80  much  of  the  thing  lo  be  had,  ait  wonhl  be  appro- 
priated and  Ubed  if  it  could  bu  obtained  for  at^king ;  tlio 
ownership  or  use  of  tlie  natural  agent  aeijuires  an  c:schaiige- 
ablc  value.  When  more  water-jtowcr  is  wanted  in  a  par- 
ticnlar  distriet,  than  there  are  falU  of  water  to  supply  it, 
persons  will  give  an  equivalent  for  the  u&e  of  a  fall  of 
water.  When  there  is  more  land  wanted  for  cultivation 
than  a  place  posscsae^,  or  than  it  posaosses  of  a  certain 
quality  and  certain  advantages  of  situation,  lubd  of  that 
quality  and  situation  may  be  sold  for  a  price,  or  let  for  an 
annual  rent.  Thiit  subject  will  hereutter  be  discusHod  at 
lenjfth  ;  but  it  is  often  useful  to  ajiticipate,  by  a  brief  s\ig- 
gestion,  principU«  and  deduotiun^  whii^i  wu  have  nut  yet 
reached  the  place  for  exliibitlng  and  illustrating  folly. 
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OP  LABOITR  AS   A.V  AGENT  OK    PHODCCTION. 


§  1.  Tliu  labour  wbich  tcriiiinatcs  in  the  prtKluction  of 
Article  fitted,  for  some  Inmian  tise,  is  cither  employed 
diret-ely  about  the  thing,  or  in  previous  o[H;rations  dctitined 
tfi  fwilitate,  perliaps  osscntinl  to  the  possibility  of,  the  6ub- 
M^qucnt  one»<.  Iti  niiikiii*;  bi-ead,  fur  exaniplu,  the  liiliour 
employed  about  the  thing  itAolf  is  that  of  the  baker;  but 
the  labour  of  the  miller,  though  employed  directly  in  the 
jinnluetion  not  of  bread  but  of  floui-j  ie  e*iu«ily  part  of  the 
ii^n.'gale  &uui  of  labour  by  which  the  bivad  is  produced  ; 
iw  itt  u]^i  thv  Inbuur  of  the  sower^  and  of  the  reaper.  Soriie 
may  think  tliat  all  tliese  pi^rMtnu  ought  to  be  considered  b& 
employing  their  labour  directly  about  tlie  thing ;  the  corDi 
the  flour,  and  the  bread  being  one  nubgtanee  in  three  dif- 
ferent fitatea.  Without  disputing  about  this  question  of 
mere  langnage,  there  is  still  the  ploughman,  who  prepared 
the  gmnnd  for  the  fteed,  and  wlioKe  labour  never  catne  in 
rontuct  with  the  guhiitance  in  any  of  its  states ;  and  the 
pidugh-maker,  whose  share  in  the  n*sult  wa«  BtiU  mows 
reuuite.  All  these  persons  ultimately  dt-rivc  the  remunera- 
tion <»f  their  labour  from  the  bread,  or  its  price ;  tlio  i>lough- 
maker  as  Tiineli  a*  the  retit ;  for  since  ploughs  arc  of  no  use 
t^xcept  for  tilling  the  soil,  no  one  would  make  or  use  {dougha 
for  any  other  reason  than  because  the  incrcascti  returns^ 
tJu'reby  obtained  from  the  gronn<l,  afl'orded  a  source  from 
which  an  adequate  equivalent  could  be  assigned  for  the 
taboiir  of  the  jijongh-maker.     If  llie  proOiwcft  \a  Vo  \i«k  w'Sft^ 
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or  eonsnined  ia  the  form  of  bread,  it  is  from  tlieirond  that 
tlii:^  0(iiiivaleiit  inuitt  eomc.  Tlie  bread  muttt  biiuicu  to  ro- 
muiiei-utc  all  tliese  labouis,  and  several  othci'9 ;  such  as  tho 
e:ii-[.uiitt;ra  and  brif'klavors  wlio  crtHjtttd  the  fa.nii-Uuilding» ; 
the  licdgtrrs  and  dltcliere  wlio  mado  thu  fuucea  necessary  for 
tlio  ]irotection  of  tb«  ri*«|i  ;  tlic*  initmrs  and  sinclttrs  \vb» 
e.xlractf^l  or  prepared  the  iron  of  wliich  (he  jiloiigh  an<i 
other  inii>Ieinofit8  vrerc  made.  Tbe^e,  liowever,  and  Uio 
]ilfnij»h-inaker.  d«  not  depend  for  their  rernnnerittion  upon 
tlie  bread  made  from  tho  produce  of  a  fiingle  harvest,  but 
upim  that  made  from  the  produce  uf  all  the  harvests  which 
e  8nccei>titvely  gathered  until  the  pb>ii^h,  or  the  buildings 
fences,  are  worn  out.  AVe  must  add  yet  anolhor  kind  of 
labour;  that  of  trantiportiiig  the  prtxliieo  from  the  place  of 
itii  pro<iuetiou  to  the  place  of  its  des-lined  uise :  the  labour 
of  carrying  the  com  to  market,  and  from  market  to  the 
miller%  the  fioiir  fi-om  the  miller's  to  tho  baker's,  and  the 
bread  from  the  baker's  to  the  place  of  its  tiual  eonsutnption. 
This  labi>ur  h  sometimes  ver\'  considerable :  flour  is  trans- 
]Hirted  to  Kiiicland  from  beyon<l  the  Albmtie,  com  from  the 
heart  of  Russia ;  aiid  in  addition  to  the  labourers  imnio- 
diately  employed,  the  wiifft^onci-s  and  sailors,  tlwn^  are  alsii 
costly  instruments,  sueh  as  6hii>s,  in  tlio  eonstriielion  of 
which  ranch  labour  has  been  expended  :  that  labour,  bow- 
ever,  not  depending  for  its  whole  renmncralion  upon  the 
bread,  but  for  a  part  only  ;  ships  being  usually,  during  the 
oounie  of  their  exiatenee,  employed  In  the  tmnsport  of  many 
dirt'erenl  kinds  of  commodities. 

Ti>  e-Ktimale,  theri't'iii-e,  ihe  lalamr  of  which  any  given 
commodity  is  tlic  result,  is  far  from  a  simple  operation. 
The  items  ia  the  calculation  ai*o  very  numerous — as  it  may 
seem  to  some  persons,  intiuil«ly  «:>;  ft»r  if,  as  a  part  of  the 
labour  employed  in  making  bread,  we  count  the  labour  of 
the  black-smith  who  made  the  pbnigh,  why  not  also  (it  niny 
Ik:  nskeil)  the  labour  of  making  the  tools  used  by  tbti  blw-k- 
smitl),  and  tho  tools  u.^eil  in  making  those  titols,  and  so  back 
to  tho  origin  of  things  i     But  after  mounting  onu  or  two 
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BlepB  in  tliin  ascending  sciile,  we  come  into  a  region  of  frac- 
tione  tnn  luinutu  for  ciileululiun.  Sujipouc,  tor  Uistuiice,  Uittt 
tilt;  8umt:  plough  will  In^t,  t>cforu  being  worn  out,  a  dozen 
yti&n.  Only  uiui-twuirth  ui'  the  Juliuur  uf  iiuikiug  llio 
plougli  mast  be  placed  tu  tlie  acctiunt  of  eacU  year's  harvest. 
A  twc'lt'lh  part  of  the  hihuur  of  nmkliig  h  plough  is  an  aj>- 
preciabic  ipmnlity.  Cut  tlic  same  ael:  of  tools,  perbape, 
^itlHi'u  to  the  phiu^b-iimktT  fnr  for^iij;  a  hundred  ploughs, 
which  serve  during  the  twelve  years  of  llitii-  existence  to 
prepare  the  eoil  of  a&  many  different  ffli-u)s.  A  twutvo 
hundrL-dtli  part  of  tlie  labour  of  niakinj;  thu  tools,  is  aa 
lutich,  thercforCj  as  bin*  been  •.■xpeinlod  in  procuring  one 
year's  harvest  of  a  single  farm :  and  when  tliis  fraction 
wdnca  to  Ikj  furtber  ajtportioncd  among  the  various  saeliB 
of  corn  and  loaves  of  bread,  it  is  8t*cn  at  oneo  that  auch 
qiuuililioit  aro  not  worth  t-aking  into  the  account  for  any 
pructiiuil  pur|M>!*e  connected  with  iliu  commodity.  It  in 
true  that  if  the  tool-maker  had  not  laboured,  the  com  and 
bread  never  would  have  been  pnnhice*! ;  but  they  will  not 
he  60M  a  tenth  port  of  a  faithing  dcaixir  in  eoubideiatioD  of 
bis  labour. 

§  3.  Another  of  the  modes  in  which  labour  is  indinxrtly 
or  reuiotoly  instrnmontal  to  the  j>nidQctiou  of  a  tl)in|j^f 
refiniri.':s  jiartieuhir  notice:  namely,  when  it  is  employed  in 
[imilucing  flub^iiitence,  to  maintain  the  labourers  while  they 
ciigiigi'd  in  the  production.  Thiti  jireviuus  emphiymenl;^ 
labour  is  an  iudif-pcnsable  condition  to  every  productive  / 
o[)unkCion,  on  any  other  tiian  tlie  very  smallest  scale.  Ex- 
>pt  the  labour  of  the  himter  and  fisher,  there  is  scarcely 
ly  kind  of  labour  to  which  the  returns  are  Immediate. 
Prwluetlve  operations  require  to  be  eoutinued  a  certain 
timct  before  their  frnits  are  obtained.  Unless  the  labourer, 
before  <:iimmencing  his  work,  pciASctises  a  store  of  food,  or 
cau  obtain  access  to  the  stores  of  some  one  else,  iu  sutflcient 
quantity  to  maintain  him  until  the  y»roilnction  is  com- 
plctcdf  he  caji  ujjdfCtake  110  iabouv  \>\vl  5\ve\\  tv^  vwa^it  (iw- 
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ried  on  at  od<\  inlorvaU,  oonciirrentiy  with  the  pareuit  ut 
biB  Bubf>istL*ncc.  lie  cannut  obtain  food  itHclf  in  arty  abun- 
daucx> ;  fur  every  iiiode  uf  no  obtulniig  it,  retjulrus  tliat  tlic^re 
bo  already  food  in  etoro.  Agriculture  only  brings  forth 
food  ufli-r  the  lajtAt*  of  uuintlts  ;  aud  tlioiigli  the  labonrs  of 
the  agriculturist  are  not  necetvBurily  continuous  during  the 
whole  period,  they  muBt  occu)\v  fi  considerable  part  of 
it.  Not  only  is  agi'iculturc  inn'ostible  without  food  pro- 
duced iu  advance,  but  there  must  be  %  vcrj'  great  quantity 
in  advance  to  cnablo  any  euniiiderahle  comiiiunity  to  su\i- 
port  itself  wholly  by  agriculture.  A  country  like  England 
or  France  i&  only  able  to  varry  on  the  agriculturo  of  the 
prc&cnt  yeai*,  becau:pe  that  of  past  years  ita»  provided,  in 
those  countries  or  poniewhero  else,  sufficient  food  to  support 
their  agricultural  pujudation  until  the  next  harvest.  They 
ore  only  enabled  to  produce  so  many  other  tilings  besides 
foodf  because  the  food  which  ivae  in  store  at  the  close  of  the 
la«t  harvest  suffices  to  maintain  not  only  the  agricultural 
labourers,  but  a  large  industrious  population  besides. 

The  labour  employed  iu  producing  this  stock  of  sub- 
nisttnice,  forms  a  great  and  iuipt^rtnnt  part  of  Llie  ]>H»t  lalKuir 
which  has  been  necessary  to  enable  present  labour  to  be 
carried  on.  But  there  ia  a  difference,  requiring  particular 
notice,  between  this  and  the  other  kimls  uf  previous  or  pre- 
paratory labour.  The  miller,  the  rea|K'r,  tJie  ploughman, 
the  plough-maker,  the  waggoner  and  wa^^n-makcr,  even 
the  pailor  and  sbip'builder  when  em]>loyed,  derive  their 
remuneration  from  the  ultimate  product — tho  bread  niadu 
froni  the  com  on  which  thoy  have  severally  o]»enited,  or 
finpplied  the  instruments  for  operating.  The  labour  that 
produced  the  food  which  fed  all  these  labourers  is  as  neces- 
ear)'  to  the  ultimate  result,  the  bitfsd  of  the  present  harrestt 
as  any  of  those  otiicr  portions  of  labour;  but  is  not,  like 
them,  remunerated  from  it.  Tliat  previous  labour  has  ro* 
Ctiived  iti^  remuneration  from  the  previous  food.  In  onler 
to  raise  any  product,  there  arc  needed  labour,  tools,  and 
materljUSf  And  ibod  to  feed  Uic  labourers.     But  the  tools 
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and  materials  ore  of  no  use  except  for  obtaining  the  produet, 
or  at  least  aie  to  be  applied  to  no  other  use,  and  the  labour 
of  their  coiij^tniction  can  be  reniniieriitcnl  onlj  from  the 
product  when  obtained.  The  food,  on  the  contrary,  is  in- 
trinfvically  useful,  an<l  is  applied  tn  tlie  dire<!t  nse  of  feediiij; 
linnnin  beings.  The  laUmr  expended  in  producing  the 
food,  and  recompensed  by  it,  needs  not  to  bo  remunerated 
over  again  fnini  the  produce  of  the  Bubseqiieut  labour  whieli 
it  has  fed.  If  we  suppose  that  the  aame  body  of  labourers 
carried  on  a  manufacture,  and  j;rew  food  to  sustain  thent- 
R'lves  while  doing  it,  they  have  bad  for  their  trouble  the 
AmmI  iiiid  the  manufactured  article ;  but  if  they  also  grew 
tlie  material  and  made  the  tools,  tbcy  have  bad  nothing  for 
that  trouble  but  the  manufactured  article  atone. 

Ttic  claim  to  remuneration  founded  on  the  possession  of 
food,  available  for  the  maintenance  of  labourers,  is  of 
another  kind  ;  renuineraticm  for  abstinence,  not  for  labour. 
If  a  person  has  a  storo  of  food,  he  has  It  in  hit*  power  to 
consume  it  hiniaelf  in  idleness,  or  in  feeding  otiiers  to  attend 
on  him,  or  to  light  for  him,  or  to  sing  or  dance  for  him. 
If,  instead  of  these  things,  be  gives  it  to  pnxlnctive  labour- 
ers to  support  tbcni  during  their  work,  lie  can,  an<l  naturally 
mil,  claim  a  remuneration  from  the  produce.  He  will  not 
be  content  with  simple  repayment ;  if  he  receives  merely 
that,  he  is  only  in  the  same  situation  as  at  first,  and  liaa 
derived  no  advantage  from  delaying  to  apply  his  savings  to 
hU  own  benctit  or  ])l(>asure.  He  will  ItKik  for  some  equiva- 
lent for  this  forbearance  :  be  will  expect  his  advance  of  food 
lo  come  back  to  him  with  an  incn^iwe,  called  in  the  lan- 
[g^iagc-  of  business,  a  profit ;  and  the  hope  of  this  profit  will 
generally  have  been  a  part  of  the  inducement  which  made 
him  accumulate  a  stuck,  by  economizing  in  hie  own  con- 
smnptiou  ;  or,  at  any  rate,  which  nnidc  him  forego  the 
jiippUc4ition  of  it,  when  accumulated,  to  bis  personal  ease  or 
itia&ction.  The  foo<I  also  which  maintained  other  work- 
men while  producing  the  tools  or  materials,  must  have  been 
provided  in  advance  hj  some  one,  a^\d  \ie, \do,\w^%^,\w^ft 
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hU  proKt  from  the  iiltimatu  product ;  but  there  is  tliia 
[  dlfTerenoti,  that  lioru  Hm  iilthiiutu  proiluut  lias  to  gupplj*  nut 
\on\y  lliu  prulit,  but  also  tlic  nrnuinumtiou  of  tliu  lubyiir. 
Tlie  t<Hil-uiaker  {.t^ay,  for  iiiBtaiH'c,  the  ploiigli-iniik«ir)  thteA 
not  indeed  Ubually  wait  for  Uis  payment  until  the  burvubt  is 
reaped ;  tlio  fiirioer  advances  it  to  hini,  and  ijteps  into  bis 
plai!c  by  becoming  tbt;  owniT  of  the  pluugli.  -Nuvertbulcss, 
it  is  from  tbe  harvest  tliat  tlio  payment  is  to  conic ;  since 
tlie  farmer  wonld  not  nndeitnko  this  onfluy  nitlctte  lie  ex- 
pe(!tcd  that  the  harvi^t  wunhi  repay  him,  and  with  a  profit 
too  on  tljis  fresh  advance ;  that  is,  nnle»«  the  harvest  would 
yield,  btMideri  the  rctnnnerat ion  of  the  fiirm  lalmnrers  (and  u 
protit  tor  uilvanuing  it),  a  sntticieut  residue  to  retnunerato 
the  plongb-makcr's  labonrcn*,  j^ive  the  plotigh-makcr  a 
profit.,  and  a  protit  to  the  farmer  on  botli. 


I  3,  From  these  considerations  it  appears,  that  in  an 
enumeration  and  clasHiiieatJon  of  tiie  kinds  of  industry  which 
arc  inleinlu<I  for  the  indinvt  or  remote  furtherance  of  other 
piHtdnerive  labour,  wo  need  not  include  tlui  labour  of  pro- 
ducing subsistence  or  other  uccct<£Hricti  of  life  to  be  con- 
Pitmcd  by  productive  lalxnirers;  for  the  main  end  and  pnr- 
pc»e  of  liis  labour  is  the  snbsitttcncc  il»elf ;  and  though  the 
poBsci^hton  of  tt  store  of  it  enables  other  work  to  bu  done, 
this  is  bnt  an  incidental  consequence.  The  rcmaiiiing 
modes  in  which  hd»oiir  is  indirectly  in:-tnimcntal  to  produc- 
Hon,  may  he  arranged  under  tiie  heads. 

First :  Labour  employed  in  produi-iuj^  materials,  on 
which  industry  is  to  be  afterwaMs  employed.  This  is,  lu 
many  cai*cs,  a  labour  of  mere  approjiriation  ;  {^racth^  in- 
dustry, as  it  has  been  aptly  named  by  JI.  Dnnoycr.  The 
labour  of  the  minor,  for  example,  consists  of  nperatinus  for 
di^Q^ng  out  of  the  cartli  substances  convertible  bv  iiulustry 
into  vftrions  artiele*  fitted  for  lumion  tise.  Extractive  in- 
dfirttry,  however,  is  not  ronfined  to  the  estnu'tion  f>f  imi- 
leriaU.  Coal,  for  instance,  i?  empWe<l.  not  only  in  the 
process  of  ioduiitty,  bnt  in  directly  warming  human  beingi*. 
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When  BO  UfceJ,  it  is  not  a  matorial  of  prwluction,  bnt  iii  it- 
^■ll'  tilt;  ultiuiutu  pixKluet.  So^  aldo^  in  tlie  caso  of  a  inine  of 
jircciuue  «toiiu».  Tlieim  aru  ui  Kt>tiie  siititll  extent  eiitjiloytKl 
in  the  prmJiU'tivc  arta,  aa  ilininondd  liy  the  gluss-cuttcr, 
cmvry  unci  cnrnmluin  for  ]>uli)«hiit|;,  liiit  thuir  priuripal  ded* 
tinaliou,  Uiat  of  uriianicut,  ie  n  diivct  use;  tbougli  tlioy 
<M>iniiiuiily  reqiiii'e,  befiire  hciii^  w>  iiBed,  t<ome  process  of 
manufacture,  which  may  perhaps  warraut  our  rcpaniing 
them  u&  iimteriaU.  Metallic  oix%  of  all  uorts  arc  uiulcjialii 
merely. 

Under  the  head,  production  of  materials,  wo  must  in- 
clude the  industry  of  the  woo<.lK^iitter,  wlteo  employed  in 
cutting  and  preparing  tdmbex  for  building,  or  wood  for  the 
purposes  of  the  carpenters  or  any  other  ai't.  In  tJie  forests 
of  Atnerira,  Norway,  Cu-nmiiiy,  Ihir  I'yrL-nees  and  Alps,  this 
sort  of  labour  is  largely  employed  on  trees  of  sponlauoous 
growth.  lu  other  cases,  we  must  add  to  the  labour  of  the 
wood-cutter  that  of  the  planter  and  cultivator. 

Under  tlie  same  liead  are  also  comjmsed  the  labours  of 
the  agrieullnrist  in  growing  flax,  hemp,  cotton,  feeding  silk- 
worm*, raising  food  for  cattle,  producing  bark,  dye-stuffs, 
sumo  oleagiuuuB  ]>tants,  and  many  other  things  only  useful 
InxMiuise  required  in  other  departments  of  industry.  So, 
tmi,  Uic  lalxtur  of  tlie  hunti;r,  a^  far  as  his  object  is  furs  or 
fnithers ;  of  the  bhuphcnl  and  the  cattle-biveder,  in  respect 
uf  wool,  liideti,  burn,  bristles,  hors(?-Uair,  and  the  like,  llic 
things  iiMnl  as  nmtcnals  in  sitmc  process  or  other  of  maim- 
farturo  are  of  a  moBt  mii^fellaneous  ehariic;ter,  di*aw!i  t'l-om 
fUuiost  every  (|uarter  of  the  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral 
kiii|jr(b«iri9.  And  bwides  this,  the  finished  products  of  many 
hmnches  rif  iiidustry  are  the  materials  of  others.  The 
thread  pn^dnccd  by  tlie  spinner  is  applied  to  hardly  any  use 
( M'i'pt  an  material  fnr  the  weaver.  Kven  thepnxlnct  of  the 
lu'iiii  i.-*  chiellv  uw^l  as  niati-rial  fur  the  fabricators  <)r  !irli<-lea 
of  dress  or  furniture,  or  of  further  instniments  of  priKinctiTo 
iiidiiflr)*,  IIS  in  the  case  of  tbt*  sailnmker.  The  currier  and 
tanner  finrl  fhinr  whole  occupation  in  tOT\xert\iA«  t^-^  waj- 
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tcrial   into  what  may  be   11)1711611   propftreil  inaterihl. 
6tnctnet!S  of  spceoli,  winiost  all  food,  iit^  it  conieti  from 
liaiuls  of  ihi'.  HgriiMilturiHt,  if  notltiitg  more   tliuii  muteritil 
for  tbo  occupation  of  thti  baker  or  the  cook. 


g  4.    The  Bet'ond  kind  of  indirect  labour  is  that  em- 
ployed in  niuklng  toola  or  implements  for  the  assistance  of 
Inbonr.     1  use  tlifiie  tenns  in  their  most  comprtjlionsiv* 
BcnBC,  embracing  all  permancut  instruments  or  liclpn  to  pi 
ducttun,  from   a  flint  and  steel  for  striking  a  light,  to 
sUiam  ship,  or  the  most  complc^^  apparatus  of  manufacturing 
machinery-    There  may  be  some  hesitation  where  to  draw^ 
the  line   between   implements  and   materials;    and  8om< 
things  need  in  prodnction  (such  as  fuel)  wotjid  scaix'cly  ii 
conmion  langmigt'  be  ealk-d  by  eitln-r  name,  ijopnlnr  ]ihrast 
ology  being  shaped  out  by  a  different  daes  of  neeessiti< 
froiu  those  of  ecicntiHc  exposition.    To  avoid  a  lunltipUt 
tion  of  cla88e»  and  denominatinni*  answering  to  <HRtInction( 
of  no  scioiititic  importance,  political  coononiiBtg  generallj 
inelnde  all  things  which  are  nsed  as  inwudiate  meana  of^ 
production  (the  means  which  are  not  immediate  will  be  eon 
Bi<icred  ]<rescntlj')  either  in  the  clasj^  of  implements  or  inl 
that  of  materials.    Perhaps  the  line  is  most  usually  and 
most   conveniently   drawn,  by   considering  as  a   materiaL^I 
evciy  instrument  of  pnHluction   which  can  oTily  be  iisedi^l 
once,  being  destroyed  (at  least  as  an  instrument  for  the  pnr- 
pone  in  hand)  by  a  single  emjfloyment.     Thus  fnel,  un 
burnt,  cannot  be  again  used  as  fuel ;  what  can  bo  so  used  i 
only  any  portion  which   baa  remained  unburnt   the  fi 
time.     And  not  only  it  cannot  be  used  without  being  con 
snniedf  but  it  is  only,  useful  by  being  consumed ;  for  if 
pai-t  of  The  fuel  were  desti-oyed,  no  heat  would  be  generated.' 
A  fleece,  again,  is  destroyed  as  a  fleece  by  being  spnn  into 
thread  ;    and  tlie  thread  rannot  be  Used  as  thread  when 
woven  into  cloth.     But  an  axe  is  not  destroyed  as  an  axe  b 
cutting  down   a  tree:    it  may  be  ufl«<l  afterwards  to  en 
don-n  a  hnudred  or  a  thousand  more;  and  thougU  detcri 
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rated  in  some  siiiaH  dt'.i^ri;<'  hy  onoli  list;,  it  does  not  do  ita 
work  by  being  delerioi-atcd,  aa  tlie  coal  and  tbe  fluece  do 
theirs  by  b*?ing  destroyed  ;  (ni  tliH  oontmry,  il  ia  the  bctlur 
itiiitniiiicnt  tlio  bt-tter  it  resists  deterioration.  There  are 
some  thiiipj,  rightly  cbiK^ed  as  nmt-i^riale,  whirh  may  be 
nscd  as  uncb  n  second  and  a  tbirti  lime,  but  Dot  while  tJio 
jiruduct  to  wbieU  they  at  first  contributed  remains  in  exist- 
ciicc. '  Tlie  iron  which  formc-d  a  tank  or  a  set  of  pijjes  may 
he  melted  to  tbnii  a  ijiough  or  a  steam-engine ;  the  stones 
with  whieli  a  house  was  built  may  be  used  alter  it  is  pulled 
down,  b>  build  another.  But  tbin  cannot  be  done  while  the 
ori;;tnal  product  subttists;  (heir  function  as  materiuls  is  sus- 
pended, nntil  the  exhaustion  of  tlio  first  nso.  Kuieo  with 
tlie  thinjrs  clasw-d  as  implements ;  tliey  may  be  used  rc- 
jKaUedly  for  frcsli  work,  nntil  tbe  time,  sometimes  ver}'  dis- 
tant, at  which  they  are  worn  out,  while  the  work  already 
done  by  them  may  subsit«t  tmirapaired,  and  when  it  per- 
ishes, docs  so  by  its  own  laws,  or  by  cusuaUiL-s  uf  its  own.* 
TTie  only  practical  diflereflcc  of  mnch  importance  arising 
from  the  distinction  between  materials  and  implements,  is 
one  whieh  has  attra«'ted  our  attention  in  amrtber  case. 
Since  materials  are  destroyed  as  such  by  being  once  need, 
the  whole  of  the  Inbonr  required  for  their  jmiduetion,  as 
well  as  tbe  abstinence  of  the  jwrson  who  Bupplied  tbemeani 
for  carrying  it  on,  must  he  remunemtwl  from  the  fruits  of 
tliat  single  use.  Implements,  on  the  contrary,  being  aus- 
ecplible  of  r^peateil  employment,  the  whole  of  tlie  produ( 


•  Thv  nltl*"  nntl  friendly  reviewer  of  tbia  treatlae  hi  the  Edinbanth  Review 
(OetAbn,  I81S)  elalM  ll»o  iliflUnetinn  l><>lw<i>ii  mat^iKlH  anil  iuipk-mcntii  ralhvr 
difetentlf :  propofiiu;  lo  MnniW  an  iiiaiciialH  "  all  Uh>  tiiinpi  wliivli.  aO'-r 
havfltg  under^Dc  tbe  chan|n>  iniplWI  En  proilnotino,  are  tht'iiLst'ivca  inatiir  of 
tzchingo,"  tnA  la  hnpl'-mcnu  (nr  iitMnimnnD:)  "lh«  lhiiig»  tihicb  aiv  eni|>l(i,Ted 
h  pmdadD^f  thit  chaDg'',  Ivul  do  not  tlif'trtftlrpA  beoomo  part  uf  llic  ^:(r)l■tl|^^- 
■U«  rcnlL"  AectmlinjE  U)  U)««ir  'leRnitlons,  tbe  foel  conitunwd  in  a  uuinufactor? 
wold  be  congidiTcd.  n<><  w  ii  nuktodkJ.  but  u  aa  iostriiment.  Thin  xma  of  ih« 
tanm  Bcconb  better  ttifn  thai  pni[M>!«fl  In  lh«  t«il,  witlt  th«  primitive  phjviml 
ttii^TiNig  of  ihe  wnnl  "  nuUcrinl ;"  but  Uw  diatinrtion  oti*rhJch  \\  ia  fBTQUwlt^  v« 
«n«*  alnuit  im*fi*ritni  to  poflticat  economy. 
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wliicU  they  arft  iiiftrriiiiicrUiil  in  briii^iny  iiit<»  existence  aitJ 
a  t'tuid  which  can  bo  ilrnwu  u]iun  to  rciiiUDuruti:  tiui  labuur 
of  their  cMiiBtriirtiini,  ami  thu  ahtitineuce  of  those  by  ^vhosc 
accuuni]atio&&  thtit  labour  was  supported.  It  ih  onuii^h  if 
each  proiliK-t  cHiiitnlfiitta  a  fniction,  ooiimionly  iin  in^i^- 
uitieaut  one,  townrUb  the  reruunt-ratiuu  of  that  labour  aiiil 
abstinence,  or  towards  indemtiify-ing  tlie  iiiiuiediatc  jiroducer 
for  udvaiiiMiig  that  reinuueruliou  to  the  pcriwu  wlio  pro- 
diieud  the  tools. 

§  5,  'niiriH_j' :  Besides  materials  for  in.luistn-  to  entplov 
it^eirou,  and  implemeutg  to  aid  it,  provit>iou  uiunt  hv  nmde 
to  jirevcnt  its  uperHtiuus  from  1>eing  disturbed  and  ite  prod- 
uel*  injured,  eitht-r  by  the  dctti-oyinj;  agwuTifir  of  naliire,  or 
by  the  violence  or  rapacity  of  im*u.  Tliis  pivcs  rise -to 
another  mode  in  whitrh  labo\:rnot  employed  directly  about 
tlie  proilu<;t  itHi^lf^  iti  iuhtnimuntal  to  its  production  ;  name* 
ly,  wbcu  employed  for  tlie  pi^otcdion  of  industry.  Sudi  is 
t)io  object  of  all  building  for  Midu^trinl  jturposu^  ;  all  man- 
ufacloricfi,  warehouses,  dueks,  grauaries,  bams,  farm-build- 
injjs  devoted  (o  cyltle,  or  to  the  ojieralioim  (tf  n^'ieidtural 
luUiur.  I  fxelude  lliot^o  in  whicii  the  labourers  live,  or 
vhicli  an*  destined  for  their  iwrfcoiial  aecommodation  :  tiic»e, 
likt^  tlieir  food,  supply  ni-tua^  w  uutt$,  and  mubt  be  couuti'd 
in  ihe  remuneration  of  their  labour.  There  are  many  uiodus 
in  whieli  labour  k  still  more  directly  applied  to  the  protec- 
tion of  productive  ojinralions. 

Tlieherdsninn  1ms  litrle  other  ocenpatiou  than  to  prolt'ct 
the  cattle  from  harm  :  the  poaitive  agencies  concerned  in  the 
realization  of  the  prodnot.  pro  on  nearly  of  themselves,  1 
have  aliTady  mentioned  the  labour  of  the  hedger  and 
ditcher,  of  the  builder  of  walls  or  dykes.  To  thcfie  must  bo 
added  that  of  the  soldier,  tlic  policeman,  and  the  judge 
These  functionaries  an!  not  indwil  cniplnyHl  cxeluBivuly  in 
the  protection  of  industry,  nor  does  their  payment  consti- 
tute, to  the  individual  producci*,  a  jiart  of  the  expenses  of 

}uction.     But  they  are  paid  from  the  taxes,  which  are 
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dcriv(Hl  from  the  jirodiice  of  induBJry  ;  and  in  any  (olerably 
governed  counlrv  tliey  render  to  it«  operatious  a  servitii;  I'ur 
more  than  (;*iuivulcnt  to  the  cost.  To  society  M  large  thoy 
are  therelbro  part  of  the  expenses  of  pi-oduetion  ;  and  if  the 
retiini!)  to  prtHhicliim  wetv  not  guffieient  to  niatntuiu  the&o 
lalMinrers  in  addition  tu  all  the  others  rcqnired,  prodnetion, 
at  least  in  that  form  and  umuncr,  cuuld  not  take  jilaee. 
Thjuidt'j',  if  the  proteetion  which  the  govcrauicut  atibrd*  to 
the  operations  of  iudustry  wei-o  not  aiibrded,  the  prodneer* 
iFonld  be  nnder  a  neeetisity  of  either  withdrauing  a  large 
ehore  of  their  time  jin*!  lahour  from  prodnetiem,  to  eniidoy 
it  in  defone«\  or  of  en<;nf;inp  arnut<l  men  to  defend  tliem ; 
All  whieh  lalK)U)-f  In  ttiat  case,  must  bo  directly  remunerated 
fnim  the  prodnee;  and  thin','^  wliieh  eonid  not  pay  for  thia 
additional  labour,  would  mil  be  pixidueed.  L'uder  the  prta- 
cut  arrangements,  the  product  pays  its  qnota  l^warda  the 
same  protection,  and  notwith;>tundini;  tlie  wa^te  and  pnnli- 
gality  incident  to  government  expeiiditui'e,  obtains  it  of 
better  quality  at  a  much  smaller  cost. 

g  G.  Fonrthly  :  Tlicrc  is  a  very  great  amount  of  labour 
employed,  not  m  bringing;  the  product  into  existenre.but  in 
renilcrio^  it.  when  in  existence,  accessible  to  thih^*  for  whose 
luc  it  irt  intunddl.  Sfany  iniportant  chipses  of  labourerft 
find  their  sole  employment  in  Bonie  function  of  tbiii  kiml. 
There  is  first  the  whole  class  of  ejvmere,  by  land  or  water: 
mnletwrH,  waggoners,  barpMiiMi,  FailorH,  wharfnicn,  coal- 
heavt:r«,  porters^,  railway  eslabii)i.hnic'tits,  and  the  like. 
Xext,  thfere  are  the  constjjictnra  of  all  the  implement)!  of 
lr.i!i(-i)ort ;  ijiiips.  baru'e*,  carts,  locomotivts,  &c.,  to  whieli 
ll(ll^t  be  added  roads,  c-anid};,  and  railways.  Koiid^  are 
«omtiiliines  mtulc  by  the  ji^vernnient,  and  opened  gratnitouft- 
ly  t*»  the  pidilic  ;  but  the  lahi.ur  of  making  them  is  not  the 
Iws  paid  for  from  the  prodnee.  Kach  piTwlueer,  in  paying 
hit  quota  of  tl»e  taxes  levied  generally  for  the  eouslmction 
'■f  r'>adti,  pays  for  the  use  of  tliogi;  wlni-h  ccmdnco  to  his  ciirt- 
vcuiunce  ;  and  if  made  with  any  loWva\j\u  \\it\^vufDX^*^vi^ 


u 


B(X»K   I.     CHAPTER   II.     5  ft 


iiicrMso  tlie  rctunia  to  liis  iniluslry  hy  far  more  than  an 
(M^iuvalcnt  unioiint. 

Aiuilhor  imnicrouH  class  of  labourciii  eniployoil  in  ren- 
dering tlie  tilings  profiueed  acccssiblu  to  ibeir  intended  coa- 
Kuniere,  h  the  elasB  of  dealers  and  traders,  or,  as  they  may 
lie  teintcd,  diHtribiiturs.  l^erc  would  bo  a  great  waste  of 
tiino  and  trotihleTatid  an  inconvenience  ot^en  amounting  to 
ini)inirti<;abllity,  if  cousuniers  eould  only  obtain  the  articles 
lliey  wuiil  by  treating  dii-cctly  with  the  priMlueers.  Both 
producers  and  eonsuraers  are  too  mneh  Bcattered,  and  tlie 
latter  ol^un  at  too  great  a  distanee  from  the  former.  To  di- 
minish this  loss  of  lime  and  labour,  the  contrivance  of  fairs 
and  iiiiirkeiB  waa  early  had  nH-onrwe  to,  where  eoni;uinen» 
and  produeers  might  periotlically  meet,  without  any  intcr- 
niodiatt!  nfrenry  ;  and  this  plan  nnswers  toleraldy  well  for 
nmiiy  artivlcj*,  t«|M>cialiy  agricultural  proiluce,  agricnlturists 
having  at  (M)n)e  seasons  a  certain  <|uautity  of  spare  time  on 
tboir  hands.  But  even  in  tliis  ease,  attendance  is  ollen  very 
troubleBunie  and  inconvenient  to  buyers  who  have  other 
occupations,  and  do  not  live  in  the  immediate  vicinity; 
while,  for  nil  articles  the  production  of  M'hich  rwpiircs  ron- 
tiuuous  attention  (rom  the  producers,  these  periodical 
markets  must  Ite  held  at  such  conttidorable  intorvaU,  and 
ll»e  wantB  of  the  consumers  must  either  be  provided  for  ao 
long  beforehand,  or  must  remain  so  long  unsnppUed,  that 
even  before  the  resources  of  society  admitted  of  the  ent&b- 
lishment  of  shops,  the  supply  of  these  wants  fell  nniver^ally 
into  iho  hands  of  itinerant  deidera ;  the  pedlar,  who  might 
appear  once  a  montli.  being  jireferred  to  the  fair,  which 
only  returned  once  or  twice  a  year.  In  country  di^tricta, 
remote  from  towns  or  large  villages,  the  industr>*  of  the 
pedlar  is  not  yet  wholly  superseded.  But  a  dealer  who  has 
n  fixed  abode  and  fixed  customers  is  so  much  more  to  be 
dcpendetl  on,  that  consumers  prefer  reeorting  to  him  if  he  is 
conrenienUy  awtssible ;  and  dealere  therefore  find  their 
advantage  in  estaltlisliing  themselves  in  every  loc^ty  where 
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there  are  siifBcieiit  coiisnmeis  near  at  hand  to  afford  them 
reuiuticratiou. 

In  many  cases  the  producers  and  dealers  are  the  same 
persons,  at  least  as  to  the  ownersliip  of  the  Innda  and  the 
control  of  tlic  operations.  Tlic  tailor,  the  shoemaker,  the 
iiakcr,  and  many  other  tradesmen,  are  t!ie  producers  of  the 
arli<lcs  they  deal  in,  so  far  as  regards  the  last  stage  in  the 
pnxliietion.  lliis  union,  however,  of  the  fiuietionB  nf  rnanu- 
faetiirer  and  retailer,  is  only  expedient  when  tiie  artiele  can 
ailvantugcously  he  made  at  or  near  the  place  eonvenientfor 
retailing  it ;  and  if,  I>e8lde8,  nianufactnrcd  and  Bold  in  small 
parcels.  When  things  ha\'e  to  he  hrought  from  a  distance, 
the  Hame  })er&on  cannot  pflectnally  t^iipenntcnd  hoth  the 
making  and  the  retailing  of  thcni ;  when  they  are  hcst  and 
most  cheaply  nnwle  on  a  larf^e  scale,  a  single  nianufaetory 
rc'piires  so  many  Iwal  eliannets  to  carry  off  its  supply,  that 
llie  reiailiug  is  most  conveniently  delegated  lo  other  agen- 
cy ;  and  even  shoes  and  coats,  when  tliey  are  to  be  fnr- 
niiilieil  in  hirgf-  quantities  at  ouce,  as  for  the  supply  of  a 
regiment  or  of  a  workhonse,  are  usually  obtained  not  direct- 
ly from  the  ]>nM]iiceni,  but  from  intennedialc^  dealers,  who 
iiiiike  it  their  business  to  ascertain  from  what  producers 
they  can  be  ohtainwl  beat  and  cheajtest.  Even  when  Uiiugs 
are  drslined  lo  be  at  Inst  sold  by  retail,  oonvciiience  soon 
creates  a  class  of  wholesale  dealers.  AVben  products  and 
tfansBetioiut  have  multiplied  beyond  a  certain  point ;  when 
one  manufiietory  supplies  many  shops,  and  one  shop  has 
often  to  obtain  goods  from  many  different  m  anal  actor  ies, 
the  loss  of  time  and  trouble  both  to  the  tnanufaeturers  and 
to  the  retailers  by  tr»?aling  directly  with  one  another,  nrnkea 
it  more  convenient  to  them  lo  treat  witli  a  smuller  number 
of  great  dealcre  or  mertOiants,  who  only  buy  to  sell  again, 
collecting  g<K>ds  from  the  various  produeer?,  and  diptribut* 
ing  tbeni  lo  the  retailers,  to  bo  by  them  further  distributed 
Among  the  consumers.  Of  these  various  elements  is  eom- 
poAod  ll»e  Distributing  Class,  whose  agency  is  supplement- 
ary to  that  of  the  Producing  C\ass*.  aud  v\i^  \iT*.A>ic>i  Wi 
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.  distiibutcd,  or  ite  price,  is  tho  soui'ce  from  wbicU  the  difr> 
tribnturH  are  remimeratcd  for  their  exertions,  ami  for  tlie 
ahi^tiiicnre  wliich  onnltUHl  tlit^in  to  advance  tlie  fiiiidg  need* 
fal  for  the  business  oi'digtribtitiou. 

^  7.  We  liavo  nuw  completed  tbe  t-uiiineration  of  tlio 
modeH  in  which  biboiir  ciiijflojcd  on  extenial  nature  im  snli- 
Bcrvient  to  production.  But  there  is  yet  another  mode  of 
oniploying  labour,  which  conduces  ctjuaily,  though  still 
intM-e  remotely,  to  t)iat  end :    tliiti  i»,  lubuur  of  which  tiiu 

— subject  is  biunan  beings.  Every  bitniau  being  hae  b«en 
lirouyht  up  from  infancy  at  tlie  expense  of  much  labour  to 
some  portion  or  pentoiis,  and  if  thib  labour,  or  part  of  it,  bad 
not  been  bestowed,  the  child  would  never  have  attained  tho 
age  and  strengtli  which  enable  him  to  become  a  labourer  iu 
bis  turn.  To  the  community  at  lar^e,  the  labour  and 
expense  of  reoi-iug  its  infant  population  form  a  pari  of  tlie 
ontlay  which  is  a  condition  of  ]irotiuetion,  and  which  is  to 
be  replaced  with  iturrcase  from  the  future  produce  of  their 
lal>our.  By  the  individuals^  this  labour  and  expense  are 
usually  iucarrud  from  other  njotives  than  to  obtuiu  such 
ultimate  return,  and,  for  mo^t  puqtoses  of  political  econ- 
omy, need  not  Im  taken  iutct  account  as  expenses  ofprotluo- 
tiun.  But  the  technical  or  industrial  cdneation  of  the  com- 
munity' ;  the  labour  einploycHl  in  learning  and  in  teaching 
the  arts  of  production,  in  acquiring  and  communicating 
skill  in  those  artj^ ;  this  labour  is  really,  and  in  general 
solely,  nndci^oiie  tor  the  Bake  of  the  greater  or  itiore  valua- 
ble produce  thereby  attained,  and  in  or*.lcr  that  a  rcmunera- 
Uon,  equivalent  «ir  more  than  npiivaluul,  may  be  reaped  by 
tho  learner,  besides  an  adequate  remuneration  for  the  labour 
of  the  teacher,  when  a  teacher  has  been  employed. 

As  the  labiinr  which  confers  ]>r(Mluctive  powers,  whether 
of  hand  or  of  bend,  may  bo  lookctl  upon  as  part  of  tho 
labour  by  which  society  aceonjplishes  its  productive  opera- 

-^ions,  or  in  other  words,  as  part  of  what  the  pi-oduec  costa 
to  »(K-ietVf  so  too  may  the  labour  employeil  in  keeping  nj) 
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productive  powors;  in  ]fi-eventiiig  tlicm  fnmi  Injing  de- 
fetniycd  or  weakcutwl  by  acciduiit  or  <liseit»o.  The  lHlH>iir  of 
H  pUjflician  or  burguoii,  wliea  made  use  of  by  ptd'suus  uiv< 
\god  iu  iuiitistry,  must  he  reg;ar(]e(l  iu  the  economy  uf 
Mely  aa  h  aiu'ritit^e  iin;uri*ud,  lo  prusLTVc  I'lijm  pi;rii>liing  by 
(Icalli  or  iiitinnity  that  ijortiou  of  tbu  proiJuctivo  resources 
of  sot'itity  whicii  in  tlxcd  in  tlir  tivot  imd  boilily  or  intiiital 
{wwci's  of  its  profluctivi;  nicnibere.  To  the  indinduaLs  i"- 
deedf  tbi&  fomig  but  a  purt,  fioniutiiiius  an  iinptTceptiblo 
part,  of  the  iiiotivus  that  iiidncu  them  to  submit  to  riiedieal 
treatment:  it  is  not  pnnei|ifilly  I'roin  cconomteal  u»otivea 
that  i»erw>n8  have  a  Hiiih  amputated,  or  endeavour  lo  b« 
curod  of  a  fever,  though  wbeii  tbey  do  &o,  thera  i&  generally 
Bullii'ient  inducement  fur  it  even  on  tliat  score  alone.  This 
id,  tJicrefore,  one  of  l)ie  cases  of  labour  and  outlay  wltich, 
tbougb  condneivo  to  jirodnction,  yet  not  beinjr  incurreil  for 
lliitt  end,  or  for  tlie  Babe  of  the  mturiis  arisiuj;  from  it,  nre 
out  of  the  sphere  of  most  of  the  i;eiiurul  prttposilii^na  which 
ptilitical  economy  has  occasion  to  assert  j'espectiujc^  pro- 
kdurtivu  labour :  tliiiugh,  when  Hocicly  and  not  the  individ- 
ti&lsurc  eonsidcrc<l,  tbie  labour  nnd  outlay  mnet  be  rtf^arded 
aa  part  of  the  advance  by  which  Boeicty  effects  its  pi-o- 
ductivc  oporatioDSf  and  for  wbicli  it  is  tudemnilicd  by  the 
prodticc 


SS  f.  Another  kind  of  bibonr,  usually  classed  as  mcntnl, 
but  t'onduein*;  to  the  ullimiito  pnMlnct  ai*  directly,  tbun<;b 
not  6o  immediately,  tun  nnmual  labour  ittielf,  is  the  labour  of 
the  in^^giiiftrs  of  industnnl  pnK-eases.  I  say,  nsnally  cla*^ntvl 
Hit  nientid,  becau^*  in  reality  it  is  not  exclusively  so.  AU 
littnum  exertion  is  compoundt4  of  some  mental  anil  w>iiic 
bodily  clemcntii.  The  fttujiidct^l  luMlnian,  who  repeats  from 
(lay  t<»  day  iJie  mecbanicral  act  of  climbing  a  laiblcr,  per- 
forms a  fnrirtion  partly  intelloetunl ;  the  most  inlelli>;(*ut 
dofr  or  (depbant  conhl  not,  probably,  be  taught  to  do  it. 
Tlie  dullcbt  human  bcinii.  instrnctfil  hefurclmml.  is  capable 
of  Iiiniiti'j  11  mill ;  but  a  boif^c  ciuimA  dvWv. \\.  V\\\\wx\. WAVWr 
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body  to  drive  and  watoU  liim.  On  tlio  other  liand,  liicro  is 
sonic  bodily  iuyi-cdient  in  the  laltour  most  purely  racutal, 
when  it  generates  any  external  re«ult.  Ne^rtoa  could  not 
liave  produced  the  Prinripia  withuut  the  bodily  exertion 
either  of  pemnaii^hip  or  of  dictation  ;  and  lie  niuet  have 
drawn  iiutny  ti<rures,  and  written  out  many  ealculatiuntt  and 
deraouBtrations,  while  he  was  preparing  it  in  his  mind. 
Inventors,  beKides  the  !ab<mr  of  iheir  brains,  generally  go 
through  much  labour  with  their  liaudii,  in  the  uiodela  whieh 
they  eongtrnct;  and  the  experitnonts  ihey  have  to  make 
before  their  idea  can  i-caliKe  itself  suceessfully  in  act. 
^V'hctber  nicntal,  however,  or  bodily,  their  laboui*  is  a 
part  of  that  by  whieii  the  produutiou  is  brought  about. 
'JTlie  labour  of  "Watt  in  contriving  the  steam-engine  was  as 
eesenlial  a  pari  of  pruduelion  i\A  that  of  the  nieehauies  mIio 
build  or  the  engineers  who  work  the  instrument ;  and  was 
undergone,  no  less  than  thcire,  in  the  pi*ospect  of  a  remuner- 
ation from  tlie  produce.  The  labour  of  invention  is  often 
estimated  and  paid  on  the  very  same  plan  as  that  of  execu- 
tion. Many  manufacturers  of  ornamental  goods  havo 
inventors  in  their  enipl<)ymcnt,  who  receive  wages  or  sala- 
ries for  designing  pattenis,  exa<'tly  as  uthers  do  fur  c^ipying 
thorn.  All  this  is  strictly  part  of  the  labour  of  prmluutiuo; 
OB  the  labour  of  tlie  author  of  a  hook  is  equally  a  part  of  ita 
prodnr^tion  with  that  of  the  printer  and  binder. 

In  a  national,  or  universal  point  of  view,  the  labour  of 
the  siivant,  or  speculative  thinker,  i^  as  much  a  part  of  pro- 
duction in  the  very  -narrowest  scuiic,  at*  that  of  the  inventor 
of  a  practical  art ;  many  snch  inventions  having  been  the 
direct  cousetpieuccs  of  tlieoretic  discoveries,  and  cveiy 
extension  of  knowledge  of  the  powers  of  nature  being  frnil- 
fiU  <»f  a]>p1i(;ations  to  tbo  purposes  of  outward  life.  Tl\e 
olectro-maguelie  telegniph  was  the  wondeH"ul  and  most  un- 
expected (^onseqnenre  of  the  experiments  of  (Drstcd  and  the 
matheinalica)  inveittigations  of  Ampere:  and  the  modem 
art  of  navigation  is  an  unfitreseen  emanation  from  the 
/jurel^'  sptxtti&t'ive  and  apparently  merely  curious  luquit^, 
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by  tbo  matlieniaticinnB  of  Alexandria.  iiit<i  the  properties 
of  three  curves  foniiL>d  hy  tlie  inti;rtH.x'tiori  of  a  plariti  itiirfuce 
and  a  cone.  No  limit  can  bo  set  to  tlio  importance,  even 
in  a  purely  proihii'tive  and  tnatunal  |)oint  of  vit?w,  of  mere 
tliuuglit.  luasiiiUL'bf  however,  us  tliesc  utalerial  fruits, 
tHongh  the  result,  are  eeUlom  the  direct  pnr^KMsc  of  tlie  pur- 
euiu  (»f  savants,  nor  is  their  remuneration  in  general  derived 
from  the  increased  production  whicli  may  be  caut^etl  inci- 
dentally, and  ni()stly  after  a  long  interval,  by  their  dlscov- 
uries;  this  ultimate  inl!ueuce  does  not.  for  most  of  the  pur- 
jMjses  of  politii^al  in'onomy,  re<iuire  to  be  taken  inlo  consid- 
eratiou ;  and  spueulalive  thinkers  are  generally  claese<l  ae 
tlic  producers  only  of  tlie  bookg^  or  other  useable  or  sale- 
able articlct!,  which  directly  cjnanate  frtim  them.  Hut 
when  (as  in  political  economy  one  should  alway:}  be  pre- 
pared to  do)  we  Bliilt  our  point  of  view,  and  couBider  not 
individual  acts,  and  the  motives  by  which  they  arc  deter- 
minodf  but  national  and  univei-sal  results,  intellectual  specu- 
lation mufit  be  looked  upon  as  a  moi<t  influential  part  of  the 
productive  labour  of  society,  and  the  portiou  of  its  re^iurecH 
employed  in  carrying  on  and  in  remunerating  such  labour, 
as  ft  highly  productive  part  of  its  expenditure. 


§  9.  In  the  foregoing  survey  of  tlie  modes  of  employ- 
ing labour  in  furtherance  of  production,  I  have  made  little 
nae  of  the  [wpular  distinction  of  industry  into  agricultural, 

'mannfaeturing,  and  commci-cial.  For,  in  truth,  this  divi- 
eion  fulfils  very  hadly  tho  purposes  of  a  classitication. 
Many  great  branches  of  jmMluctivc  imlustry  find  no  j)laco 
in  it,  or  not  without  much  straining ;  for  example  (not  to 

•••peak  of  hunters  or  fishers)  the  niiucr,  the  niad-maker,  and 
the  !>ailor.  The  limit,  too,  between  agricultural  and  manu- 
fucturing  industry  cannot  bo  precisely  drawn.  The  miller, 
f<»r  instance,  and  the  baker — arc  they  to  be  reckoned  among 
Bgriculturists,  or  among  manufuctnrers  i  Their  occupation 
is  in  itg  nature  manufacturing;  tlic  food  hiut  finally  jiartud 
company  with  the  soil  before  it  is  UaudcV  o'iw  ^M  ^^iwx*. 
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thifi,  however,  might  be  siiid  with  equal  truth  ui*  the 
tJtre^her,  l\\v.  winnower,  tlie  makers  of  butter  and  chectie ; 
operatioiii  iilways  coiinted  as  a^icultural,  pnjbably  bt-cuuse 
it  is  the  ctisloiu  (or  llicm  to  be  perlbrnieU  by  persona  rcjiident 
on  the  t'nrni.  and  tinder  tlie  eiune  superintendence  as  tUlagc 
For  niRiiy  jiuritoiiiets  hII  tUv.av.  perHunii,  the  miller  and  baker 
iiiflubivc,  niu&t  be  placed  in  the  same  cIhha  vnth  ploughmeti 
and  reapers.  They  are  all  coaceiTied,  in  proihieing  food,  and 
depend  for  their  reninnenitinn  on  tho  food  jirodm^ed  ;  when 
the  one  c\a»a  aboimda  and  tlourUhcs,  the  others  do  so  too ; 
they  Conn  coUei-tively  the  "agricultural  interest;"  tbey 
render  but  one  eervice  to  the  oommuuity  by  theb"  united 
iBbuins^  anil  are  paid  from  one  eommon  souree.  Even  the 
tillers  of  tile  siiil,  again,  when  the  produce  jh  not  food,  but 
the  ntateriids  of  wliat  arc  commonly  termed  mannfaetures, 
belong  in  many  i-espeets  to  the  enme  division  in  the  economy 
of  society  as  manufacturers.  Tlie  cotton-planter  of  Caro- 
lina, and  tlie  wool-gi*ower  of  Australia,  have  more  Intereets 
in  <'oinnion  with  the  spinner  and  weaver  than  with  the 
corn-grower.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  tlie  industry  whieh 
operates  immediately  npon  the  soil  has,  ns  we  shall  see 
hereafter,  some  pn>pertii!6  on  which  nnwiy  important  conse- 
quences deftcnd,  and  wliich  di(>tinguish  it  from  all  the  giib- 
ftpquent  stages  of  production,  whether  canned  on  by  tlie 
sauic*  jxtrson  or  uot :  from  the  iiMhistry  of  the  thresher  and 
winnower,  as  mueh  as  from  that  of  tho  cotton-sjiinner. 
"When  1  gpciik,  therefore,  of  agriciiltunil  labour,  I  slmll  gen- 
erally mean  this,  and  this  exclusively,  unless  the  contrary  is 
nitlier  statcii  or  implied  in  the  context.  The  term  manufae> 
tnring  U  too  vague  to  be  of  much  use  when  jtrecitiion  is 
required,  and  when  I  employ  it,  I  wish  to  bo  nndcrBtood  as 
intending  to  speak  popularly  rather  than  scientiiicalty. 
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§  1.  LAimFR  is  indispensable  to  production,  hut  has  not 
always  production  for  its  effect.  Tlicrc  is  ntueli  labonr,  and 
ol'  ft  Iiigli  order  of  nseftilness,  of  wliicli  producrion  is  not  tin* 
ohjtH'l.  Labour  baa  accordingly  been  dit>liiignit)bed  into 
Productive  and  Un prod nc live.  Tlierc  has  been  not  a  littlo 
controversy  among  political  oconomistt)  on  the  question, 
what  kimls  of  labmir  t^Iiould  be  rejiutcd  to  he  unproductive ; 
and  tlicy  Imvc  not  always  perceived,  that  tlicrc  was  in 
reality  no  nuitter  of  fact  in  dispute  between  them. 

Many  writers  have  been  unwilling  to  eliii>s  any  labour  at) 
prf»ductive,  unleHs  its  result  U  palpable  in  tNiiino  material 
objert,  capulile  of  being  transferred  Ii*om  one  i)eii«>a  to 
onotlier.  Tlicrc  arc  others  (among:  whom  are  Mr.  M'Cnllocb 
and  M.  Say)  who  Ituiking  upon  the  word  unjiroductive  h«  a 
terra  of  disparagement,  renlon^trale  ogainet  imposing  it 
nfwrn  any  lalKiur  winch  Ia  regartled  as  njicful— which  pro- 
duces a  benctit  or  a  pleasure  worth  the  cost,  Tlie  labour 
of  ofBccrrt  of  govcnunent,  of  the  army  aiul  navy,  of  physi- 
ciaiiR.  lawyers,  teachers,  niii»icianK,  dancers.  aet<>rs,  domestic 
servants,  »V*e.,  when  they  really  accompli&ii  what  they  are 
l>aid  for,  and  arc  not  mure  nuuierou<i  than  U  retpiired  for  its 
pcrfdnnance,  ouglit  not,  say  these  writt^rs,  to  be  "stigma- 
tized "  OS  unproductive,  an  expre?6ion  wliieb  they  appear  to 
reward  a^  synonymous  wilh  waetefiil  or  wortlilesi*.  Unt  tliia 
wums  to  me  a  mibuuderutaudiug  of  the  mutter  in  dispute. 
Prodnction  not  hv'tDg  tlte  sole  end  of  humv\\\  cikAiAvAWft^  "i^fc 


term  unprwlui'tivi-  drtos  iml  ni^ccssarilj'  imply  aiiy  stiijina  ; 
nor  was  cvlt  iutondud  to  do  su  ui  tlic  j.iruseat  ca§c.  The 
qucfltion  is  one  of  mere  hin^iage  and  cliu>HifieaCioiu  Dif- 
ftireiices  of  lunguiigti,  liowt'vor,  aro  by  no  incune  imiiii]K)rt- 
aitt.  even  wttmi  not  ^onnded  on  differences  of  npiniim  ;  for 
tliau;jjh  c'itlittr  of  two  cxjtrcHsionii  may  be  con&i&lcnt  witli 
llic  whole  truth,  they  generally  tend  to  fix  attention  npon 
difteront  parts  of  il.  Wo  mu&t  therefore  enter  a  little  into 
the  eonwideration  of  tlie  various  meanings  whieh  may  attacli 
to  the  words  productive  and  nnproductive  when  ap]>Hcd  to 
lalK>iir. 

In  the  first  place,  cvcu  in  what  in  called  the  prodoction 
of  material  objects,  it  nmt^t  be  romenibered  that  what  is 
produced  i^  not  the  matter  con))Hj«ing  tliem.  All  the 
labour  of  all  the  human  beings  in  the  worhl  could  not  pro- 
duce one  particle  «f  matter.  To  weave  broadclotli  Ib  but  to 
re-arrange,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  the  particles  of  wool  ;  to 
grow  corn  is  only  to  put  a  jwrtiou  of  matter  called  a  8ce<i, 
into  a  situation  where  it  can  draw  together  particleB  of  mat^ 
I*;r  from  the  earth  and  air,  to  form  the  new  combination 
called  a  plant.  Tliough  we  cannot  create  matter,  we  can 
cause  it  to  nas^ume  properties,  by  which,  from  having  been 
uiMjIefts  to  us,  it  beeomes  useful.  What  we  produce^ 
desire  to  prodiifre,  is  always,  as  M.  Say  rightly  terms  it,  a: 
Dtility.  Labtmr  h  not  t-rciitivo  uf  objc<;ttJ.  but  of  u;lliti^;»^ 
Neither,  again,  ilo  wo  consume  and  destroy  the  objet^ 
thcrasolves;  the  matter  of  winch  they  were  composed 
remains,  more  or  less  altered  in  form  :  what  haa  really  been 
consumed  ia  only  the  qualitieu  by  whicb  tliey  were  fitted 
the  purpose  they  have  been  applied  to.  It  is,  therefo: 
pertinently  usked  Ity  M.  Say  and  others — since,  when 
are  said  to  produce  objects,  we  only  pnxloce  utility,  why 
should  not  all  labour  which  produces  utility  be  acconntu 
produirtivc  i  Why  refuse  that  title  to  tlie  surgeon  who  so 
A  Hrab,  the  judge  or  legislator  who  confers  security,  am 
give  it  to  the  lapidary  who  rnia  and  polishe-s  a  diamond 
W2iy  deny  it  to  the  teacher  from  whom  I  learn  an  art  b, 
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whk'Ii  T  ran  Rain  my  bruad,  and  acconJ  it  (u  tlie  coutbo- 
tiuncT  who  luokcs  bonbons  fur  tin.-  mutncutary  pliKu^ure  of  a 
sense  of  tnsiv  t 

It  is  r|uito  true  tlmt  lUI  those  kiiida  of  labour  ure  pro- 
dnctivu  uf  utility  ;  ami  lUc  quustiuu  wliiub  jmw  ucuupieti  lu 
could  not  have  betu  a  question  at  all,  if  the  production  of 
utility  wore  enoujsh  to  satisfy  tbe  notion  which  luankiiid 
liavt!  nsnally  formed  of  productive  labour.  Production,  aud 
productive,  arc  of  course  elliptical  expressions,  involving 
tbe  idea  of  a  sontetlung  produced  ;  but  this  something,  in 
rnnuiion  npprebeiifiirtii,  I  conceive  to  be,  not  utility,  but 
"VVcalth.  Productive  labour  iiicuub  labour  productive  of 
wealth.  We  are  recalled,  therefore,  to  the  question  touched 
u[»on  iu  our  fir^t  cliajjter,  what  AVealth  is,  and  whetlier  only 
material  products,  or  all  useful  products,  are  to  be  included 
in  it 

§  2.  Now  the  lyjiilica  produced  by  labour  are  of  tbnto 
kinds.    They  are, 

Kirel,  utilities  fixed  and  embodied  in  outwartl  Objects; 
]}}'  laVfur  cniployed  in  investing  c.xtenml  material  tilings 
witli  properties  which  rentier  them  serviceable  to  human 
bcinge.  Tliis  is  the  common  case,  and  nxiuirca  no  illus- 
tration. 

Set^oTKlly,  utilities  fixed  and  cnibodied  in  human  beings; 
the  labour  being  in  this  case  employed  in  conferring  on 
human  beings,  qualities  which  render  tbcrn  serviceable  to 
Jljcmselves  and  otlierrt.    To  t^n»  cla^s  belongs  the  labour  of 

coneernc*!  in  ctlucation ;  not  only  schoolmasters,  tutors, 

profcwors,  but  govennneuts.  so  far  as  they  aim  succeas- 
fiilly  at  the  iinpnivi^meiit  of  tlio  pr*o]>le;  momIi(»U,  and 
clergyroen,  as  far  as  productive  v\'  benefit ;  ,the  labour  of 
pliyi'icians,  a*  far  as  iiisftrnmcntal  in  prcsernng  life  and 
physical  or  mental  eflieieney  ;  of  the  teachers  of  bodily 
vxerciACS.  and  of  tlic  various  trades,  sciences,  and  art«,  to- 
[ her  with  tbo  bdjour  of  the  h.'aniere  in  wquiring  tliciii ; 

all  labour  bealon'ed  by  any  persons,  ^XuaMsiyxwiX  \\^<i^*va 
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improving  tlie  knowJerlgo    or    cultivating  the  bodily 
mental  fiicultios  of  thuniselves  or  others. 

Tliirdly  unci  la^tlv,  utilities  nut  tixcd  or  uniboJied  in 
object,  hut  consiHtiiig  in  u  mere  aervice  rendered  ;  a  plt-osu 
giveu,  on  inrouvLnieuoo  ur  a  i)aiu  avertud,  during  a  lont 
or  a  sliortcr  time,  but  wltliout  leaving  n  pcrmaueut  at-quis 
tion  in  tlie  improved  (pmlilies  of  any  person  or  tiling;  t 
labour  being  employed  in  producing  an  utility  dinx^tly,  n 
(as  in  the  two  former  cjise^)  in  Jittiug  aouie  other  thing  to 
aJford  an  utility.     Such,  for  example,  is  the  labour  of  tli^u 
musical  pei'former,  tlic  actor,  the  public  dcclaimcr  or  redtolj^H 
and  the  showman.     Suniu  g^iod  may  no  donbt  be  produced^^^ 
and  much  nu>re  might  be  jiroduced,  beyond  the  moment, 
upon  the  feelings  and  dispoMtion,  or  general  state  of  enjoy- 
ment of  the  simetatoi-s ;  or  instead  of  goitd  tliere  may 
harm  ;  but  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  is  the  effect  intcu 
ed,  is  the  ]*c8ult  for  which  the  exhibitor  works  and  the  sp 
tator  pays ;   notliing  but  the  immediate  pleasure.     Sue 
agaiu.  is  the  labour  of  the  army  and  navy ;  they,  at  tli 
boat,  prevent  a  countiy  from  being  conquered,  or  from  being 
injurul  or  insulted,  which  is  a  service,  but  in  all  other 
respects  leave  the  country  neither  improved  nor  deteriomt 
ed.     Such,  too,  is  the  labour  of  tlic  legislator,  the  judge, 
officer  of  justiee,  and  all  other  agents  of  |;overnnient,  I 
their  ordinary  functions,  apart  from  nny  inttncnco  tJiey  m 
exert  on  the  improveiiient  of  the  national  mind.    The  s 
\ice  wliK'li  they  render,  is  to  maintain  peace  and|8ecnrity  ; 
these   eomjKJse   the  utility  which   tliey   produce.     It 
appear  to  some,  that  carriers,  and  mt-rchants  ur  deale 
should  be  placed  in  this  same  clasa,  since  their  labour  does 
not  add  any  pi-opertice  to  objects :  but  I  reply  that  it  does: 
it  adds  the  property  of  being  in  the  place  where  they  ari 
wanted,  instead  of  being  in  some  other  place:  which  is 
very  useful  property,  and  the  utility  it  confers  is  embodi 
in  the  things  themsctves,  which  now  actually  are  in  t 
place  where  they  are  required  for  use,  and  in  conseqnen 
of  that  increased  utility  could  be  aold  at  an  increased  pri 
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proportjtmed  to  the  lalwur  cxjkcnded  in  conlbrring  it.  Tliia 
labour,  tUereloru,  d«ea  not  belong  to  tilt  third  class,  but  to 
the  Brut. 

§  3.  Wo  have  now  to  consider  which  of  theeo  three 
clai^fleB  (if  labour  sliould  be  accounted  jiroductivf  of  wealth, 
since  that  U  what  the  term  productive,  when  nscd  by 
it&elf,  mUiSt  be  understood  to  inii)ort.  W_'tilititi«  uf  the  third 
class,  cDnHiKtin^  in  pleasure!*  wliich  only  exist  wldio  being'^) 
oujoycM,  and  services  wliieh  only  exist  while  being  per-  * 
fonnod,  cannot  be  sp<3kcn  of  m  wc.ilth,  except  by  an 
acknowledged  inetaphurl  |It  is  cs&cntiul  to  tlic  idea  uf 
irealth  to  be  eu&eeptibte  of  accumulation^:  things  which 
cannot,  after  being  produced,  be  kept  for  some  time  l»ofore 
being  nsed,  are  never,  I  think,  regarded  as  wealth,  since 
however  tniich  of  them  may  be  produced  and  enjoyed,  the 
jwrson  bLiictiied  by  them  is  no  richer,  is  nowine  improved 
in  cireumstancefl.  But  there  is  not  so  distinct  and  positive 
a  violation  of  usage  in  considering  as  wealth  any  product 
which  is  both  nsefnl  and  euaceptible  of  aceumnlation.  Tlic 
skill,  and  the  cncrfjry  and  j>er8cveranee,  of  the  artisans  of  a 
oiuntry.  are  n.'ckoued  part  of  it«  wealth,  no  less  than  th«r 
t»x»la  and  maehinery.  According  to  thie  definition,  we 
should  regard  all  inbonr  as  productive  which  is  employed  in 
creating  permanent  utilities,  whether  einbo<Iied  in  Innnuti 
hein^  or  in  any  other  animate  or  inanimate  objects.  And 
(his  nomenclature  I  have,  in  a  former  publication,*  recom- 
mended, as  the  most  conducive  to  the  ends  of  claflsifif iiti<»(, 
though  not  strictly  courornmhie  to  the  customs  of  language. 

But  in  applying  the  term  wealth  to  the  indnstrial  capa- 
L-itioa  of  human  bcingi«,  there  Heeins  always,  in  popular  ap- 
prehensiotif  to  be  a  tacit  reference  to  material  products. 
The  idtill  of  an  artisan  is  accounted  wealth,  only  oa  l»eingV    / 
the  means  of  acquiring  wealth  in  a  material  sense ;  and  any       ' 
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qiialitiea  nut  tendiu«^  vifeiWy  tu  tlmt  object  are  scarcely  ea 
regarded  at  all.  A  country  wuiihi  hnrdly  be  eaid  to  b^H 
richer,  except  by  a  inctupjior,  lioM-evur  jtrucions  a  possesRion^^ 
it  uiigiit  liavo  in  the  genius,  the  virtutsi,  or  the  accotupljwb-  , 
ineiitft  0$  its  in)iabitant« ;  uuleiss  iiidtivd  tlieec  were  looke^H 
npon  as  nnirketabic  articles,  by  which  it  could  attract  thfl^^ 
material  wealth  of  othtir  counlricH,  ha  the  Oreekti  ol"  old,  and^ 
Hovcrui  modem  nations  have  done.  While,  therefore, 
shonld  prefer,  were  I  constructing  a  new  tedmical  lan- 
guage, to  make  the  diritini-tion  turn  npon  tin;  jiunnaneiice-h 
rather  than  upon  the  materiality  of  the  product,  yot  whcni 
eniplopng  teniia  which  conini<|[i  Uiiagc  ha«  taken  t'omplcty 
putisessian  of,  It  si'cnis  adviisable  bO  to  employ  tlicui  as  to  do 
the  least  possible  violence  to  ueogc;  since  any  itnprovo< 
luent  in  tenninology  obtained  by  atrniniiig  the  rwwivt 
meaning  of  a  popular  phrase,  is  generally  purchased  beyoii 
its  value,  by  the  obscurity  arising  from  the  contliet  betwt 
new  and  old  associations. 

T  shall,  therefore,  in   this  treatise,  when  speaking 
[wealth,  understand   by   it   only    what  k    called   umterial 
[wealtli,  and  by  produclivo  labour  only  those  kinds  of  exer- 
tion which  produce  utilities  embodied  in  material  objects, 
lint  in  limiting  my.self  to  this  sense  of  the  word,  J  mean  to^ 
avail  myself  of  the  full  extent  of  that  restricted  accepUtioi 
and  I  shall  not  rcfufw?  (he  apjK;llatlon  productive,  to  laboi 
which  yields  no  material  }irodiict  as  its  direct  result,,  prt 
vidcd  that  an  iuerease  of  material  pr<Klucts  is  its  ultitmil 
consequence.    Thus,  lulKUir  expendc<l  in  the  aoquisition  <i 
manufacturing  bkill,  I  chips  as  proilnctive,  not  in  vijtitc 
tlie  skill  itself,  but  of  the  manufactured  protlucts  crr^ted 
the  skill,  and  to  the  creation  of  which  the  labour  of  !eari>iii| 
the  trade  is  eAsentially  conducive.     The  labour  of  officers 
government  in  a^brding  tlie  protection  which,  ofTordcd  \\ 
sonic  manner  or  other,  is  indisjiensahlo  to  the  prosperity  « 
industry*,  must  be  classed  as  i>roductivo  even  of  matcril 
wealth,  because  without  it,  materia!  wealth,  in  anytbii 
Kte  its  present  abnndamte,  eo\iId  not  exist.    Such  labot 
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maybe  said  to  be  proiiiictivc  indirectly  or  mediately,  in 
»[>])ui^itiuu  lo  the  labour  of  the  ploiigltinait  mid  l!ie  cotton- 
ipiniier,  -whii'li  are  productive  inmiudiatuly.  Tlit-ir  are  all 
iilikii  in  tills,  tliat  they  leave  the  corniiiunity  richer  in  nia- 
terinl  prodnctji  lliaii  tliey  found  it;  tUey  lucrcaac, or  tend  to 
incr('a*i*,  imittTial  wealth. 


^  4.  Uv  Unprodnctire  Labour,  on  tlie  contrary,  will  bo 
understood  labour  which  docs  not  terminate  in  the  ciTntion 
of  material  wealth  ;  which,  however  largely  or  uuccesst'ully 
practised,  docs  not  render  the  eonnuuiiity,  and  tlm  world  at 
large,  richer  in  muteriid  jiroilnc-ts,  but  poorer  by  all  that  is 
cohBumod  by  tlie  lalMturers  while  so  employed. 

All  labour  is,  in  the  langnrt-je  of  polilicnl  economy,  u»- 
produL-tive,  whicli  ends  iu  inuuedJale  enjoyment,  without 
any  increase  of  the  aecniuulated  stock  or  permanent  means 
uf  enjoymeut.  And  all  labour,  aceonling  to  our  pivj^ent 
dcHnition,  must  be  clashed  ag  uiiprodiictivo,  which  termi- 
nates iu  a  permantmt  benefit,  bt»wever  important,  provided 
that  an  increa&e  of  niatoriai  prtxluols  forms  u6  part  of  that 
benefit,  Tlie  lalwur  of  saving  a  fricn<i*g  Vifv.  is  not  pro- 
ductive, unless  the  friend  is  a  productive  labourer,  and  pro- 
dneea  more  than  he  contiumes.  To  a  religious  pereon  the 
ftaviuti:  of  a  i<oul  must  appear  a  far  more  important  service 
tirtin  the  saving  of  a  life ;  but  he  will  not  therefore  call  a 
miwionary  or  a  clergyman  proilurtive  labourers,  unless  they 
(eat'h.  as  the  South  Sea  MitvsionaricA  have  in  K>me  ea^-s 
done,  tlif^artfl  of  civilization  iu  addition  to  the  di>ptrinc«  of 
their  religion.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  evident  that  the 
^^ftter  nnudter  of  misfiionaries  or  clergymen  a  nation  main- 
taiiiB,  the  lesa  it  hai«  to  ex])i>nd  on  other  things ;  while  tliu 
more  it  cx^icndei  judiciously  in  keopinp  ajfricultHrists  aud 
manufacturcre  at  work,  tlie  more  it  will  have  for  every 
otlier  purpose.  By  the  former  it  diniiniehee,  ratrri^  pari- 
^TM,  its  stiK'k  of  material  produet»;  by  the  latter,  it  in- 
erea&es  them. 

Uo^rt>dwc/ivc  nntr  be  as  usefvA  a*  -ptodwcVw «  VAyawc  \  ** 
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may  be  more  useful,  even  in  point  of  pcnnanent  advantage; 
or  its  nso  inuy  eonuist  only  in  pleastirable  sent^ation,  which 
wbun  gone  leaves  no  trace  ;  or  it  may  nut  atlbrd  even  this, 
but  tnay  be  absolute  waste.  In  any  cose  society  or  man- 
kinrt  grow  no  ricliLT  by  it,  but  pitorcr.  All  uiaton'ul  prod- 
_ucta  consumed  by  any  one  wliilc  be  jtrodnces  notbing,  are 
much  subtractod,  for  the  time,  from  tlio  material  products 
rhich  society  would  otherwise  have  passesscd.  But  though 
society  grow  uo  richer  by  unproductive  labour,  the  individ- 
ual may.  An  unproductive  lalnmrer  may  receive  for  bis 
labour,  from  those  who  derive  pleasure  or  Ijcnefit  from  it,  a 
rt;mnneration  which  may  be  to  bim  a  considerable  source 
of  wealth ;  but  his  gain  is  balanced  by  their  loss ;  they  may 
have  received  a  full  eijuivalent  for  their  exjH'nditure,  but 
tlicy  arc  »o  much  poorer  by  it.  When  a  tailor  makes  n 
eoat  and  sells  it,  there  is  a  transfer  of  the  price  from  the 
ciiettomcr  to  the  tailor,  and  a  coat  besides  wltich  did  not  pre- 
viously exist ;  but  what  is  gained  by  an  actor  is  a  mere 
transfer  from  the  sjiectator'a  funds  to  his,  leaving  no  article 
(if  wealth  for  the  sj)octator"s  iudcmnificatioii.  Tims  the 
community  coUeetivcIy  gains  nothing  by  the  actor's  labonr ; 
and  it  losett,  of  his  receipts,  all  tliat  portion  which  he  eon- 
■umeSf  retaining  only  that  which  he  lays  by.  A  eommii* 
nity,  however,  may  arid  to  it^  wealth  by  unproductive 
Jalmiir,  at  the  expense  of  otlicr  coninmuitiufi,  uk  an  indi- 
vidual may  at  the  expense  of  otlter  individuals.  The  gains 
of  Italian  oiicra  singers,  German  poverneflwe.s  French  ballet 
daiicersj  &c,^  arc  a  source  of  wealth,  as  far  as  tliey  go,  t<» 
their  respet^tivo  countries,  if  they  return  thither.  The  jieMy 
states  of  Gi-oeee,  especially  the  ruder  and  more  backward 
of  those  states,  were  nurseries  of  soldiers,  who  hired  them- 
solves  to  t!ie  princes  and  satraps  of  the  East  to  carry  on 
useless  and  dcsti-uctive  wars,  and  returned  witli  Uieir  sav* 
iugs  to  pass  their  declining  years  in  their  own  counlr}* ; 
theee  were  unproductive  labonrers,  and  the  pay  they  re' 
eeived,  together  with  the  plunder  they  to<»k,  was  an  outlay 
without  retnrn  to  the  countries  which  furuifihed  it :  but. 
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rli  no  gain  to  the  world,  it  wae  a  gain  to  Greece,  At 
)M!ri(Ht  the  suiiie  oouutry  and  itri  (;uiuiui:»)  eiippUiHl 
the  Komnn  empire  with  auother  clasa  of  adventnrcrs,  who, 
under  the  name  of  philowjpherB  or  of  rhetoriclanfi,  taught  to 
the  youth  of  thu  higher  classes  what  were  esteemed  tho 
most  valuable  aeecnu4)lii»hment6 :  these  were  mainly  unpro- 
ductive lalwurt^rs,  but  their  ample  recumpen»e  waB  a  source 
of  wealtli  to  their  own  e<iuntry.  In  none  of  the*te  cases  was 
there  any  aeeeshion  of  wealth  to  the  world.  The  eervices 
of  the  labourers,  if  ut^ftil,  were  obtained  at  a  sacrifice  to  tho 
world  of  a  portion  of  material  wealth  ;  if  useless,  all  that 
these  labourers  consumed  was  waste. 

To  be  vasted,  however,  is  a  liability  not  confined  to 
i)npn>du(>tivti  labour.  Productive  labour  may  efpially  be 
wa^lc,  if  more  of  it  is  expended  than  really  conduces  to  pn>- 
diuTtitm.  If  defect  of  skill  in  labourers,  or  of  judgment  in 
080  who  direct  them,  causes  a  misajipHcation  of  pro- 
utive  industry ;  if  a  farmer  persists  in  ploughing  with 
three  horses  and  two  men,  when  exj>eriencc  has  shown  that 
two  hor«e«  and  one  man  are  sufficient,  the  surplus  1al>our, 
tJiough  employed  for  purposes  of  produetioii,  is  wasted.  If 
a  new  process  is  adopted  which  proves  no  better,  or  not  so 
^od  as  tiiose  before  in  use,  tlic  lalniur  exitendcd  in  pertect- 
ing  the  invention  and  in  carrying  it  into  practice,  though 
employed  for  a  productive  purpose,  is  waste*!.  Productive 
labour  may  rtmdor  a  nation  poorer,  if  the  wealth  it  pro- 
dares,  that  is,  the  increase  it  makes  in  the  stock  of  useful  or 
agn^able  things,  be  of  a  kind  not  imuiediately  wanted  :  aa 
when  a  commodity  is  unsaleable,  because  prodaced  in  a 
quuiiliry  beyond  the  prt'W-Mit  demand  ;  or  whim  spei-ulators 
build  docks  and  warehouses  before  there  is  any  trade,  Tlio 
bankrupt  states  of  Nortli  America,  with  their  prematura 
railways  and  canals,  have  made  tluK  kind  of  mistake;  and 
it  wtw  for  some  time  doubtful  whether  England,  in  tlic  dis- 
proportionate devehtpment  of  railway  enterprise,  had  not, 
Lin  some  do;a;Tce,  followed  the  example.  Labour  sunk  in 
expectation  of  a  distant  ritturn,  when  the  gr^3»'^  »iT;.\^few;\(A  <« 
hm/ted  rtiktnrees  of  the  contnumity  re<\u\rtt  V\\a,\.  VVft  ^Ocot^ 
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be  rapid,  nrny  leave  tlic  coimtry  not  only  poorer  in  n 
mc'unwhilc,  by  all  wliieh  tliutiu  luboureru  cuubUiuef  but  U^^^ 
ricli  even  ultimately  tlian  it'  immediate  retiirus  had  beca^| 
>ught  ill  the  tirst  iufetuucc,  and  euterpriiiui  fur  distiiut  prolit  ^^ 

)0t>t|iOIIti(i.  ^^ 

§  5.    Tlie  dietinction  of  Productive  ftn<I  Unprodnctire 
is  applicable  to  Connumptinn  an  well  us  to  Lnbour.     All 
tlie  nicnibcrs  of  the  eoDiiinmity  are  nut  labourers,  but  all 
arc  consumers,  nnd  consimiu  eitber  unprodnctively  or  pro- 
dueiively.     Whoever  eonti-ibiUes  nothing  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  production,  is  an  unproductive  oonauiner.    Tlic 
only  productive  consumers  are  productive  labourers:  tin 
labour  of  direetiou  beiug  of  course  included,  nA  well  an  tbat* 
of  exeiuition.     Hut   the   consnniption   even  of  produi-tivo 
labourers  is  not  all  of  it  Productive  Con&iimption.    TUcraJ 
is   unproductive  cou;BUinptioii    by    prxMluctive    euuiinmera. 
What  they  ronsume   in  keepin;?  up  or  imjiruvinja:   their 
health,  t^tron;|:tb,  and  cupfteities  of  work,  or  in  n!arin^  other 
productive  laboureif*  to  succeed  them,  is  Pnxlueiive  Con- 
sumption.      But   consumptictn    on    pleiuiuroti    or   luxuries, 
wliothcr  by  the  idle  or  by  tJic  indnstrious,  sinue  prodiictioa'^ 
is  neither  iU  object  nor  itt  in  any  w»y  advaiieci]  by  il,  must 
be  reckoned  Unproductivt? :  with  a  rescrvntiou  perhaps  of 
a  certain  quantum  of  enjoyment  which  may  be  classed       . 
anion^  necetssuries,  i<ince  anything  bhort  of  it  would  not.  bs^Hj 
consistent  with    the  greateet   efficiency   of  labour.    That^^ 
alone  h  productive  consumption,  which  gooa  10  nuiinluiu       j 
and   increase  the  productive  powers  of  the  eoiumunity  \^M 
either  tho^e  residing  in'ita  enil,  in  ile.  matcriaU,  in  the  num-^^ 
ber  and  elHcicncy  ot'itd  iue)trnijient£  of  proiluction,  or  in  ittt^ 
people. 

There  are  ntmieroiis  pn>dn('tf*  wblr*h  may  be  Kii<l  not  U 
admit  »»f  being  cont>uiacil  ol)jerwi.-4e  than  nnprodnrtively, 
The  annual  consumption  of  gold  lace,  pine  apples,  or  obi 
pagne,  nniat  be  reckoned  uiipiiid  active,  since  the^)  tbinj 
^ire  no  ii&pii*tnnco  to  jtroduetion,  or  any  support  to  life 
strengths  bat  wiint  wonld  e^uaUy  \>c  j^iv^nV^  V\u\\i»^^ 
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Ic3fl  costly.  llciK-e  it  intjrlit  be  supposetl  (Imt  tlic  luboiir 
cinplnyed  in  produciii^  tUuiu  ought  not  to  be  rcgardwl  us 
pro<luetive,  in  the  serine  in  whirb  tlii*  term  i»  nnderstood  by 
|K>Iitical  «conoiiii»^ti.  I  grant  tbnt  no  labour  mally  tcntU  to 
tliu  enricUmeiit  of  society,  wbit-li  is  employed  in  prodiit-ing 
things  for  the  use  of  iiiiproduutivn  eon sui nut's.  Tlic  tnilor 
who  niakod  a  coat  for  a  man  who  produees  nothing,  is  a  pro- 
ductiro  Ifthoiirer ;  but  in  a  few  woeki*  or  nionths  the  eoat  in 
worn  out,  whiln  the  wearer  has  not  produced  anything  to 
replace  it,  and  the  community  is  then  no  richer  by  the 
lahoitr  of  the  tailor,  than  if  tlm  name  sum  had  been  paid  tor 
a  stall  at  the  opera.  Nevertbuless,  society  has  been  richer 
by  the  labonr  while  thu  coat  la6te<l,  that  it^,  until  eociety, 
through  one  of  its  unpiiKiuctiiX'  members,  chose  to  cousuujc 
the  produce  of  the  labour  unproduclively.  The  case  of  the 
gold  lace  or  tlie  pine  apple  is  no  farther  different,  than  that 
they  are  still  further  removed  than  the  coat  from  the  ehar- 
acter  of  necesftarit-*.  Tliese  things  also  are  wealtlt  until  they 
have  been  cousnmcd. 


§  0.  We  see,  however,  by  tbip,  that  there  ia  a  disliTic- 
tion,  more  important  to  the  wealth  of  a  community  than 
even  tliat  lietwcftn  proilutrtive  and  luiprodtictive  labour;  the 
distinetiun,  namely,  between  labonr  for  the  supply  of  pro- 
duftive,  and  for  the  supply  of  on  productive,  consnmption; 
between  labonr  employed  in  keeping  up  or  in  athling  to  tlie 
ppodnctive  rtwources  of  the  country,  and  that  which  is  em- 
ployed olhi-rwisc.  Of  the  pnxluce  of  tlic  irountry,  a  i»art 
only  is  destined  to  bo  conenmed  productively  ;  tlie  remain- 
der Hiippliea  the  unpniductivti  con*tnmption  of  producers, 
and  the  entire  consumption  of  the  unproductive  class.  ■  Sup- 
pose that  the  proportion  of  tlio  annual  pit>ducc  applied  to 
the  first  pnrfwtsi;  amounts  to  balf ;  then  one-lialf  tlie  pro- 
ductive labourers  of  the  country-  arc  ail  that  arc  employed 
in  tiio  operations  on  which  the  permanent  wealth  of  the 
crmntry  dc]ienda.  The  other  half  are  occupied  from  year  to 
year  and  I'rorn  j^rtrneralion  to  {;eueTKt\vm"«\^t(A\wA\\s».>\\\\v^ 
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wliicli  are  consumed  and  di&»[*[ie»r  witltuut  return ;  anc 
•whatever  tUib  half  coiiaume  is  hi*  cuniplutoly  lost,  au  to  any 
puimancnt  vffcct  on  thu  uatioua.1  resuurcce,  as  If  it  wore  cou- 
BUiucd  unproduetivuly.  Sup])06C  that  tlku  second  half  of 
thu  lahouriug  pO|»MlatHni  cejist^i  to  work^  and  that  the  gov- 
ernment or  thuir  parishes  nmiutained  tliem  in  idleness  for  a 
whole  year :  the  first  half  would  snfHce  to  produce,  as  they 
had  done  before,  their  own  nceej<Miries  and  the  ueeuiifiarLQa 
of  the  second  half,  and  to  keep  tlic  Btoek  of  luateriahi  and 
implements  undiminished  :  the  unproductive  olutwu^  in- 
deed, would  he  either  (Starved  or  obliged  to  produce  th«nr 
owu  subbibteuee,  and  the  whole  eonimuiiity  would  be  re- 
duced during  a  year  to  bare  neeeaaaries ;  but  the  aoureea  uf 
production  would  be  unimpaired,  antl  the  next  year  tliere 
would  not  neeettsarily  be  a  smaller  produce  tlian  if  no  eucli 
interval  of  inactivity  had  occurred;  while  if  the  case  had 
been  reversed,  if  the  first  half  of  the  lalumrers  hail  [suspend- 
ed their  accustomed  occupations,  and  the  second  half  had 
continued  tlieirs,  the  country  at  tlie  encl  of  the  twelvcmontli 
would  have  been  entirely  impovcriehcd. 

It  would  be  a  great  error  to  regret  the  lara^e  proportion 
of  the  annual  produce,  which  in  an  opulent  country  goes  to 
supply  unproductivo  consumption.  It  would  bo  to  lament 
that  tlic  community  has  so  uiuch  to  tiparc  from  it/t  net^egM- 
ties,  for  lU,  pleasures  and  for  all  Idgher  uscb.  Tliis  portion 
of  tlic  produce  16  the  fund  from  which  all  the  wantg  of  the 
community,  other  than  that  of  mere  living,  arc  providetl 
for ;  the  measure  of  its  means  of  enjoyment,  and  of  it* 
power  of  accuraplighiug  all  purposes  not  productive.  ThtX 
ao  great  a  Burplud  ahouhl  be  available  for  such  purposes, 
and  that  it  shuuhl  be  applied  to  them,  can  only  be  a  Hubjet:t 
uf  eongratulatiun.  Tlie  things  to  be  regretted,  and  wdiich 
are  not  inea])able  of  being  remedied,  arc  the  prudigiunia  in- 
equality with  which  this  Hurplug  in  dii^tributed,  the  little 
wortli  of  the  objects  to  which  tlio  greater  part  of  it  ia 
devoted,  and  the  large  share  which  faJU  to  tlie  lot  of  per- 
sons wJjo  render  no  equivalent  service  in  return. 


CHAPTEK  IV. 

OF  CAI'ITAL. 


§  1.     It  baa  been  sera  in  tlie  preceding  clmptcre  that 
besides  the  primary  and  nnivorsal  requisites  of  production, 
laltonr  and  natuml  H|i;t'nt8,  there  ik  nnother  reqntHite  with- 
out which  no  jirodiictivc  o)>eration&  beyond  the  rude  and  \ 
ec&nty   b^lnnlngs   of   primitive    indnrtry,  are    poBHihle: 

Jnamely,  a  stock,  previously  accumulated,  of  the  products  of 
ivrmcr  lalK>ur.  This  arcunmlated  stock  of  the  produce  of  — 
labi^iir  is  termed  Capilnl.  Tlic  function  of  Capital  in  pro- 
duction, it  is  of  tht!  utmost  inipftrtancc  thoruughly  to  un<lep- 
Ktand,  since  a  nntnhcr  of  the  erroneous  notions  with  which 
our  Bubjcct  is  invustcd,  originate  in  an  imperl'cct  and  con- 
fiised  ap]ircheniiion  of  this  point. 

Capital,  by  perwrns  wholly  nnuw^d  to  reflect  on  the  phIh 
ject,  16  RupposiKi  to  be  synonymous  with  niuncy.  To  ex- 
pose this  misapprehension,  would  be  to  repeat  what  has 
hwn  Mitd  in  the  introductory  chapter.  Money  is  no  mure. 
jTionynuMis  witli  capital  tban  it  is  with  wealth,  iloncy 
in  it»olf  perform  any  part  of  the  offico  of  capital, 

Trace  it  can  afford  no  assistance  to  production.  To  do  this, 
it  muit  be  exchanged  lor  otlier  tilings ;  and  anything,  which 
is  Buaceptible  of  being  cxcliairged  for  other  things,  is  ca- 
pable of  contributing  to  production  in  the  same  degree. 
Wliat  capital  does  for  prmhu^tion,  is  to  affoni  the  shelter, - 
protection,  tools  and  materials  which  the  work  requires,  and 
lo  feed  and  utlierwise  maintain  tlie  labourers  during  the* 
proc«««.    These  are  tbe  services  Vfluc\i  ytc««uV  \viXiWM  t^- 
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quires  from  past,  and  from  the  pnidiice  of  ])nst,  labour. 
Whatever  things  arc  destined  lor  tiiiu  use — destined  to  bup-. 
ply  productive  labour  with  tlieee  various  in-ereijiiiftitiis — are 
Capital. 

To  familiarize  ourselves  with  the  conception,  let  ua  eon- 
sidur  what  ib  dune  with  the  capital  invcetud  iu  any  of  tlie 
branches  of  business  whiob  ronipoee  the  produttive  indnstiy 
of  a  country.  A  rnauutauturer,  for  example,  has  one  part 
of  his  capital  in  the  form  of  buildings,  titted  and  desttut-d 
for  carrying  on  this  branch  of  manufacture.  Auuthur  j>art 
he  hud  In  the  form  of  maeliinerr.  A  tlmxl  consit^tg^  if  he  bo 
a  spinner,  of  raw  cotton,  flax,  or  wool ;  if  a  weaver,  of 
flaxen,  woollen,  eilk,  or  cotton,  thread  ;  and  the  like,  accord- 
ing to  the  natni-e  of  the  uiunufueturo.  Food  and  clothinji; 
*for  his  nperativcji,  it  \a  not  the  cubtom  of  the  present  age 
tliat  he  should  directly  pravidc ;  aud  few  eapitutieitfs  except 
the  prodocers  of  food  or  clothing,  have  any  portion  worth 
mentioning  of  their  ca])ital  in  that  Bhape.  Ingtead  of  this, 
eacli  capitalii^t  has  luouey,  which  he  pays  to  hia  workpeople, 
and  BO  enables  tlicrn  tn  supply  thenisclvea:  he  has  also 
finished  gouds  ia  bis  wiu'eliou.scs,  by  the  ^ale  of  which  ho 
ifbtains  more  money,  to  employ  in  the  same  manner,  as  well 
as  to  replenish  bis  Ktutrk  of  muterinltt,  to  kci-p  hi»  buildings 
and  uiaehinery  iu  repair,  and  to  replace  them  when  worn 
out  His  money  and  lini&hcd  goods,  however,  are  not 
wholly  capital,  for  he  duc^  not  wholly  devutu  them  tn  theHo 
purposes :  he  eniploye;  a  part  of  the  one,  and  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  other,  iu  supplying  bis  pergonal  conf>umption  and  that 
of  his  family,  or  in  luring  grooms  or  valete,  or  luaintainiug 
btmters  and  bounds,  or  in  o<lucating  his  children,  or  in  pay- 
iug  taxes,  or  in  charity.  M'hat  then  i»  IttK  capital  I  Pre- 
cisely that  part  of  his  possefesions,  whatever  it  be,  which  he 
dtisigns  to  employ  in  carrying  on  frosh  pr«'duetiou.  It  is 
of  no  consc<iuencc  that  a  part,  or  even  the  wliolu  of  it,  is  in 
a  form  iu  which  it  cannot  directly  supply  the  wants  of 
labourerji. 

Suppifoc,  for  iubtaucc,  tixat  tbo  cnpitalifit  ib  a  burdworu. 
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Tnanufactiirer,  and  tliat  liie  stock  in  trade,  over  and  above 
lii:*  inBclunery,  conei.sts  nt  present  wholly  in  irun  goods. 
Jwti  got*di»  uaimol  fuud  lalRinrcre.  KeverlliuleAs,  by  a  nieni 
change  of  the  dt«ri[iiilit>n  uf  the  injn  goodii.  he  ean  ('HU»e 
tabuiuvre  tu  be  fed.  iSuppobe  that  with  a  portion  of  the 
pnK'eed*  he  intended  tu  mainluiu  a  pack  of  huund^,  or  nn 
cti>t&l>li&lmient  uf  servant}) ;  and  that  be  change:)  bis  inten- 
tion, and  employs  it  iu  bid  buiiiness,  paying  it  in  waj^os  to 
additional  workpeople.  Tliei^e  wnrkjniople  are  uiiablml  \o 
buy  and  consume  the  food  which  would  otlicrwise  bavo 
been  euusunied  by  the  bounds  or  by  the  iMirvants ;  and  thus 
withonr  tlic  eniployer'fi  liiiving  Been  or  tundied  one  particle 
uf  tliu  fofKl,  bis  couduet  has  det4i>riuined  tbakfio  much  more 
tlie  ff»od  exinrin^  in  the  ci-initTT  has  been  devotetl  (o  Ibo 
of  productive  labourers,  and  an  niudi  Ic^a  consumed  in 
a  mauucT  wholly  unproductive.  Now  vary  tlio  bypotbcBt*, 
and  suppose  that  what  is  thus  paid  in  wages  would  oOiir- 
wtK'  bnvi'  been  laid  out  not  in  feeding  Bcrvuiits  or  houndH« 
but  in  bujiing  plate  and  jewels ;  and  in  order  to  render  the 
eSi*ct  perceptihic,  let  uh  Hippoie  that  the  change  lakes  place 
on  a  ctitihiderdblo  scale,  and  liial  a  large  sum  is  diverted 
from  buying  plate  and  jewele  h)  employing  pmductivo 
labourers,  wliotn  we  shall  >iiip|H)se  to  liavo  been  previously, 
like  the  Irish  peasantry,  only  half  umployeil  and  half  IVkI. 
Tlie  loltourer*,  on  reeeiving  their  increa<ied  wage-S^  will  not 
lay  them  out  in  plate  and  jewels,  but  in  food.  Tlia%  is 
not,  however,  additional  food  in  the  country ;  nor  any  un- 
productive lul>oun>rB  on  niiimiils.  as  in  the  fi>rnicr  ease, 
whoM]  fotid  is  set  free  for  prwiuctive  purposes.  Food  will 
flicn-tore  bo  importoil  if  pop-ibh^ ;  if  not  ]>f>fislble,  the 
labourers  will  remain  for  a  season  t»n  their  short  allowance: 
but  the  oonscjuonco  of  this  change  in  tho  demand  for  com- 
inf»dities.  oceasioned  by  the  change  in  the  expenditure  of 
rupit&IlrtTi>  fnmi  unpriKluclive  to  pnKiiU'tive,  is  (hat  next 
ye4r  more  food  will  be  pr(»duced,  and  less  plate  and  }cvc- 
rllery.  So  that  again,  without  lia\  iiig  had  anylhinir  U'  do 
with  tJio  food  of  the  labourers  dirvcUv ,  VW  couN^fc^^^wX^ 
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indivitjnsils  of  a  portion  of  tlieir  pmjwrtj,  no  matter  of  what 
aort,  from  an  uupruduclive  dustitmtion  tu  a  prodiictivu,  has 
bad  tiio  effect  of  ciiiisin^  more  food  lo  be  apim»]iriRted  to 
tlic  coiieuiuptiuu  of  pruductivu  labourers.  Tlie  dit'liiurtion, 
then,  Iwtwecn  Capital  and  Xot-tMipitaU  does  not  lie  in  the 
kind  of  coniiModitics,  hut  in  the  uuiid  of  the  capitalist — in 
his  will  to  employ  tlietu  for  one  purpose  ratbct  Uiaa 
another;  and  all  properly,  however  ill  adapted  in  itself  for 
the  nse  of  labuiirers,  is  a  part  of  capital,  so  8i»on  as  it,  or 
the  valne  to  be  received  from  it,  is  set  apart  for  productive 
reiuvestmeut.  Tlie  sum  of  all  the  values  eo  duf^tincd  by 
their  respective  possessors,  composes  the  capital  of  the 
country.  Whuther  all  those  values  are  in  a  nhape  <lirect1y 
appHcahIo  tu  productive  uses,  mtdccs  no  dilfeix'iicc.  Once 
appmpri:ilc<l  to  that  end,  they  do  not  fail  lo  tind  a  way  of 
trousformiug  tlieuificlvcs  into  things  fitted  to  be  applied 
to  it. 

§  2.  As  whatever  of  Uic  produce  of  the  countrj- 1»  do- 
voteil  to  production  is  capital,  so,  conversely,  the  whole  of  •' 
iJie  capital  of  the  country  is  devoted  to  production.  Tiiia 
tttcond  proposition,  however,  must  be  taken  with  some 
limitations  and  explanations.  A  fund  may  be  seeking  for 
pro<Juctivo  employment,  and  find  none,  adapted  to  the  indi- 
nnlitms  of  its  jK»jy;esi»or :  it  then  is  capital  still,  but  unem- 
ployed capital.  Or  the  stock  may  oonsist  of  misold  guodii, 
not  8uec(»ptn)le  of  dire<-t  application  to  productive  uses,  and 
not,  at  the  moment,  marketable :  these,  until  w>ld,  are  in 
tlie  condition  of  unemployed  i!apilAl.  Again,  artificiiil  or 
nocidental  Mrcnmstsmccs  may  render  it  necessarj'  to  posses« 
a  lar^r  stock  in  advance,  that  is,  a  larger  capital  before 
entering  on  production,  than  is  required  by  the  nature  of 
things.  Suppose  that  the  govcnirnent  lays  a  tax  on  the 
production  tn  one  of  its  earlier  stages,  as  for  inslnncw  by 
taxing  the  material.  Tlie  manufacturer  has  to  advance  the 
tax.  before  commencing  the  mannfncture,  and  is  therefore 
under  a  necessity  of  having  a  larger  accumulated  fund  than 
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u  required  for,  or  is  actually  employed  in,  die  production 
which  he  (-arries  un.  Hu  must  havu  ii  larger  cfipitnl,  to 
iiiuiiitttiu  the  gumo  f(naDtity  of  productive  lab«>iir;  or  (what 
i»  tx^uivalunt)  with  a  ^iv<;u  (>)LpitHl  he  niaintaius  less  labour. 
This  modo  of  levying  taxes,  therefore,  limits  unuwt^ftirily 
the  industry  of  the  country  :  a  portion  of  the  fund  do:>tined 
by  iU  owners  for  production  being  diverted  from  its  pur- 
pose, and  kept  in  u  constant  6tate  of  advance  to  the  gorem- 
utent. 

For  another  example :  a  farmer  may  enter  on  his  fam\ 
nt  (inch  a  time  of  the  year,  that  lie  may  be  required  to  pay 
one,  iwo,  or  even  three  quarters'  rent  before  obtaining  any 
return  from  the  produce.  Thia,  therefore,  must  be  paid  ont 
of  his  capital.  Now  rent,  when  paid  for  the  land  itself,  and 
not  for  improvements  made  in  it  by  labour,  is  not  a  pix)- 
ductivu  expenditure.  It  ia  not  an  outlay  for  tho  support  of 
lalxjur^  or  for  the  provitdon  of  iiupU'tnentB  or  materials  the 
produce  of  labour.  It  is  the  price  paid  for  the  use  of  an 
appropriated  natural  a^^ut.  Tliig  natural  a^nt  is  indeetl 
tui  indispen stable  (and  oven  more  so)  as  any  implement :  but 
llie  haviuj;  to  i)ay  a  price  for  it,  is  not.  In  tho  caw  of  the 
implement  (a  thing  produced  by  labour)  a  price  at'  some 
sort  is  the  necessary  condition  of  it8  existence :  but  the  land 
exii4^  by  nature.  Tlie  payment  for  it,  therefore,  is  not  one 
of  tiiv  expenses  of  production  ;  and  the  necesfiity  of  making; 
Che  payment  ont  of  capital,  makes  it  requisite  ttiat  thnru 
should  be  a  greater  capital,  a  greater  antecedent  aoenmnla- 
tion  of  the  [iroihiee  of  past  lal>uur,  than  is  naturally  neces- 
eory.  or  than  is  ueodod  where  land  is  occupied  on  a  different 
system.  Tins  extra  capital,  though  int/*nded  by  its  ftwners 
for  production,  is  in  reality  employed  unpi-oductively,  and 
annually  replaced,  not  from  any  protluce  of  its  own,  but. 
from  the  produce  of  the  labour  Bupported  by  the  remainder 
of  the  faruicre  capital. 

Fioally,  that  Iar;;e  portion  of  the  productive  capital  of  a 
country  wiiich  \&  employed  in  paying  the  wages  and  sahirics 
of  labourers,  evidently  is  not,  all  oV  it,  rt,n<AV3  mA  SaiSwr 
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pcnfiftlfly  nccof*ury  for  prodnction.    An  miidi  of  it  a6  c 
cec<l«  tJie  actiml  necessarifs  of  lite  and  beulth  (an  ex 
wliicli  ill  tlie  tKiw;  of  hkillixl  I]il)Oiin.irri  is  ii^uiilly  consido; 
able)  h  not  expended  in  gupporting  laliour,  1ml  in  reiini- 
ucrHting  it,  and  the  labouriTB  could  wait  for  this  pitrt  of 
thuir  remuut'ratiou  until  tJiu  produetioii  lis  cuinpluted  ;   i 
need)}  not  necessarily  pre-exist  as  capital :  and  if  tbey  unfo: 
tunately  bad  to  forego  it  nltogt.'tber.  the  i>nnie  aiiinunt  n 
]]ruductiou    might    tuUc   place.     In   order   that   tlie  mIioIo 
rcnioncration  of  the  lahonrerB  ahoiild  Iw  advimecil  to  them 
in  daily  or  weekly  payments,  tlicm  itiiist  i:xi>t  in  advanetf^H 
and  he  appropriated  to  productivo  nt^e,  a  greater  stocky  o^H 
eajtital,  than  would  Buffice  to  carry  on  the  oxistinp  extent 
of  production :  greater,  by  whatever  amount  of  rcmunen^H 
tion  the  lahonrers  receive,  beyond  what  the  self-interest  of  1^^ 
prudent  fehive-niaster  woui<l  assicin  U*  his  Blavea.     In.  tmth, 
it  Is  only  after  an  abundant  capital  had  already  been  ace 
mnlated,  that  the  practice  of  paying  in  advance  any  remxi- 
nerution  of  labour  beyond  a  bare  subiislenee,  could  pow»ih!y 
bave  arisen  :  since  whatever  jb  eo  paid,  is  not  really  appli 
to  production,  but  to  the  unproductive  cousumjition  of  y 
diictivo  labourers,  indicatinj?   a   funtl  for  ]tmdnction   s 
fieiently  ample  to  admit  of  habitually  diverting  a  port  of  it 
to  a  mere  conTcnience. 

It  will  be  ob&crve<l  that  I  liave  assumed,  that  tlie  lalw 
ers  are  always  subsisted  from  capital :  and  tliis  is  obvionsl 
the  fact,  though  the  capital  needs  not  necessarily  be  fur-' 
nit^bed  by  a  jienson  called  a  capitalii^t..    When  tlie  Iftbon 
maintains  himself  by  funds  of  his  ovm,  as  when  a  i>caMaui 
irmcr  or  proprietor  lives  on  the  prmluce  of  hia  laml,  or 
tisan  works  on  Ids  own  account,  tliey  are  t^till  supitori 
by  capital,  that  is,  by  funds  prf>vided  in   advance.    Hi 
puai^ant  do*»  not  subs^ist  this  ye-ar  on  the  pHxIuco  of  th 
year's  harvt-st,  but  on  tJiat  of  tlie  bisL     The  nrli.'^an  is  n 
living  on  the  jirocreda  of  the  work  he  Iiab  in  hand,  but 
those  of  w*trk  previously  exccul<?d  and  disposed  of.    Kiudi 
ifiipjMWl<y*\   by  ;i  ttundl  eaptlul  of'liis  irwn,  wlucb  be  peHoi 
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ically  rop!}ic«8  from  the  prodxicc  of  hia  lubour.  Tlie  large 
capitaliiit  its  in  likt*  nmnner,  iiKLintiiiiied  fmni  fnnds  )>ritvi(liMi 
ill  ttdvancL*.  Il'  be  perM>iiaUy  conducts  hie  upcrutinns  H9 
much  of  hiii  pereuual  or  }uJUl^eiloIU  oxpcndituro  as  docB  not 
cxouud  a  tuir  rumuncration  of  hm  labour  at  llio  iimrkct  prit'o, 
must  bo  I'onftidcrt'd  a  part  of  his  cajiilul,  cxpcadtd,  like  ativ 
otlier  capital,  for  production ;  aud  his  pcii:>oii»I  consnmp- 
tion,  60  far  as  it  consists  of  Rcocsdariee,  h  productive  con- 
sainption. 


^  3.  At  the  risk  of  being  todioiis,  I  tmiht  add  a  few 
more  illuijtratidiis,  to  brine;  out  into  a  Btill  Btron^er  aud 
clt'nrcr  light  the  idea  of  Capital.  Ae  M.  Say  truly  i-eniarks, 
it  is  on  tlie  very  elements  of  our  subieet  tbat  illustration  18 
most  UHefully  bestowed,  since  the  grualetit  errors  wliieh  pre- 
vail iu  it  may  be  traee^^l  to  the  want  of  a  thorongh  mastery 
over  the  elementary  ideas.  Nor  is  tins  surprising :  a  braudi 
may  Ih*  dtneanrd  and  all  the  rest  healthy,  but  miAoundness 
at  the  rout  ditrii:&e$  unhealtbiDcss  through  the  whole  tree. 

T^  ns  Uien^forc  eonRidcr  whether,  and  in  wliat  ejtsei^ 
(he  pro])erty  of  tl»>se  who  live  on  the  interest  of  what  they 
jiosAtiss,  without  beiii^  per*"^nally  en{rat;ed  io  production, 
can  Iw  n^onled  aa  capital.  It  is  bo  called  iu  common  Ian- 
gun^*,  and,  with  refen-m'-e  to  the  individual,  not  improp- 
erly. A II  funds  from  which  the  jMiHsessor  derives  an  income, 
wliieJi  Income  ho  can  uhc  without  sinking  and  dissipating 
llie  fumi  il^flf,  arc  to  him  equivalent  to  capital.  Hut  to 
trausfcr  haritily  and  i neon tJde rate ly  to  the  general  point  of 
TiOTT,  propositions  which  are  true  of  the  individual^  has 
been  a  source  of  innuinerable  errors  iu  ]>olitieal  economy. 
Iu  tho  present  instance,  tbat  which  is  virttially  capital  to 
tim  individnnl,  is  or  is  not  rnpihd  to  tlie  nation,  ac<M>rding 
nil  (he:  fund  wliich  by  the  snppOiSttion  he  lias  not  disfipatcd, 
has  or  has  not  been  dissipated  by  somebody  else. 

For  lixaniple,  let  property  uf  the  valuu  of  ten  thousand 
poandfl  bclonfTing  to  Ai  ''i*  li-'Ht  to^5,  u  fanner  or  manufac- 
turer^ and  employed  profitubly  in  B'li  (K^cu^a,V\Q\i-    \v  *v*.  ^* 
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much  capital  as  if  it  belonged  to  B.  A,  h  rcaWy  a  farmer 
or  iiianofin-'tiircr,  not  pcreonnlly,  but  in  respect  uf  Ills  pi\tp- 
erty.  Ciipiul  worth  ten  thousand  poumlb  is  eiMployt>d  in 
production — in  maintaining;  laboui'crs  and  providing  tooU 
and  nnit:erial& ;  which  capitiil  holon^s  to  A,  while  B  takesi 
the  trouble  of  employing  it,  and  receives  for  hit*  remmiera- 
tion  the  dift'eronce  between  the  profit  which  it  yields  an 
the  interest  he  pays  to  A.    This  is  the  simplest  case. 

Suppose  next  that  A'b  ten  thousand  pounds,  instead  of 
beini^  lent  to  B,  are  lent  on  mortgage  to  C,  a  landud  p 
prietor,  by  whom  tlioy  are  employed  iu  improving  the  pro- 
ductive powers  of  his  estate,  by  fencing,  draining,  road- 
making,  or  permanent  manures.  Thia  is  productive  ei 
ploymeut.  The  ton  thousand  pounds  are  Eunk,  .but  not 
dittisipatt'd.  Tliey  yield  a  permanent  return ;  the  land  now 
atiuiNls  an  inercost;  of  produce,  sufficient,  in  a  fcV  years,  if 
the  outlay  has  been  judicious,  to  replace  the  anmnnt,  and  in 
time  to  multiply  it  manifold,  llerey  then,  is  a  value  of  ten 
thousand  pounds,  employed  in  increasing  the  produce  of  tliu 
country.  Tliis  constitntes  a  capital,  for  which  C,  if*  he  leta 
hia  land,  receives  the  returns  in  the  nominal  form  of  in- 
creased rent ;  and  the  moitgage  entitles  A  to  receive  fnmi 
these  returus,  iu  tlie  shape  uf  interest,  such  ammaKsum 
has  been  agreed  on.  We  will  now  vary  tlie  clrcumAtancos, 
and  suppose  that  C  does  not  employ  the  loan  in  improving 
Ids  land,  but  in  paying  olf  a  former  mortgage,  or  in  making 
a  provision  for  cliihlren.  TAIiethcr  the  ten  thousand  pounds 
thus  employed  are  capital  or  not,  will  depend  on  what  is 
done  with  the  amount  by  tlic  nltimato  reeeivej.  If  the 
children  invest  their  fortunes  in  a  productive  employment, 
or  the  roortgf^roo  on  being  paid  otF  Ji-uds  the  amount  to 
another  Iandht)lder  to  improve  his  land,  or  to  a  manafac 
turer  to  cxtcml  his  business,  it  is  still  capital,  because  p: 
dnctivcly  employed. 

8up]H>t><.',  however,  tliat  C,  the  born>wing  landlord,  is. ft 
spendthrift,  who  biu-duusjils  land  not_to  incrt'ase  Ids  farhm 
hilt  to  sqnimder  it,  expending  the  amount  in  equipages  and 
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entertainments.  In  a  year  or  two  it  is  disbipntcd,  and  with- 
out rotuni.  A  ia  lut  rich  as  before  ;  lie  liiis  nu  litn^ur  \ix»  ten 
thoustind  poiinda,  but  hu  hai^  n  lion  on  the  Innd.  which  bo 
could  etilt  sell  for  that  ainunnt.  C,  however,  is  10,000/. 
p(.»orLT  than  formerly  ;  and  nobody  is  richer.  It  may  be 
buid  thai  thoHc  are  richer  whu  have  made  {mdit  out  of  tJtu 
money  while  it  wne  being  spent.  Xo  doubt  if  C  lost  it  by 
linjr,  ur  WHa  rliiinled  of  it  by  his  iu>rvant>{,  that  is  a  mero 
sfcTy  not  a  deatruetioD,  and  those  who  have  gained  thv 
amount  may  employ  it  productively.  But  if  0  has  re- 
euivcd  llie  fair  value  for  his  expenditure  in  articles  of  sub- 
sistence or  luxury,  which  ho  hag  consumed  on  himself,  or 
by  means  of  his  servants  or  guctitti,  theue  article*)  have  censed 
to  exist,  and  nothing  has  been  produced  to  replace  them : 
while  if  the  flame  sum  had  been  employed  in  fanning  or 
maunfaeturing^  the  consumption  which  would  have  taken 
place  would  have  been  more  than  balanecd  at  the  end  of 
tltc  year  by  new  pn^dncts.  created  by  the  labour  of  ihom 
who  would  in  that  earie  have  been  the  couBuiners.  By  9'a 
prodigality,  that  which  would  have  been  consumed  with.a 
return,  is  consumed  witliout  retuni.  iV&  tradt-smcu  may 
hare  made  a  profit  during  the  process ;  but  if  the  capital 
bul  bi*eu  enpende*.!  productively,  an  (Kjulvaleut  profit  wonid 
have  been  made  by  builders,  fencers,  tool-maker?,  and  the 
tradespeople  who  supply  the  connuniption  of  tlie  labonring 
clafi&es  ;  while  at  the  expiration  of  ihu  time  (to  say  nothing 
of  an  increa«i'K  C  would  Imvt?  Imd  tlie  ten  thousand  pounds 
or  ltd  value  replaced  to  him,  wliieh  now  be  haa  not.  Thero 
is,  therefore,  on  tlie  general  resnit,  a  diftercnce  to  tlie 
diKadvaiitngc  of  the  community,  of  tit  IcHSt  ten  thouiUin<) 
]H>uudti,  being  tiie  amount  of  C*s  unproductive  expenditure. 
To  A,  the  difference  fs  nut  material,  sinco  Iiis  income  is 
war*-Hl  U*  him,  and  wliilo  the  Bwurity  in  giwd,  an<l  fJie 
niKrket  rate  of  inlerc&t  the  same,  he  can  always  sell  tho 
morttrage  at  it«  original  valne.  To  A,  therefore,  the  lien  of 
ten  thousand  pounds  on  C's  ©state,  is  virtually  a  capital  of 
that  amount;  but  is  it  so  in  reference  t.oV\\e  coqmhw.v\V5\ 
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It  is  not.  A  had  a  cnpital  of  ten  thousand  poiindR,  but  tin's 
has  been  cxtingiiisheil — fJissipatcd  and  dcslro^yud  t»y  Cs 
prodigality.  A  now  n'ooivus  liis  inconic,  not  from  the 
pn^dneo  of  his  capital,  but  from  some  other  souhmi  of  in- 
vuum  belonging  to  C,  probably  from  tlie  rent  of  his  land, 
that  is,  from  payments  made  to  him  by  farmer  out  of  tlie 
produce  of  tA<.ir  caj>itul.  The  national  capital  is  dimin- 
islicd  by  ten  tbouftand  jMinnde,  and  the  niitional  income  by 
all  wlilch  tiioHc  ten  tliuusand  pounds,  employed  as  capital, 
would  have  produced.  Tlie  lose  docs  not  fall  on  the  owTier 
of  llie  destruyc*!  capital,  since  tlie  destroyer  litiB  a^frcpd  to 
indemnify  him  for  it.  But.  liiB  loss  is  only  a  small  portion 
of  that  Buatained  by  tJie  eommunity,  eincc  whut  was  devoted 
to  the  use  and  consumption  of  the  proprietor  was  only  tlio 
interest ;  the  capital  il-sclf  was,  or  would  hare  l>ec*n,  em- 
ployed in  the  perpetual  niaintcnanec  of  an  equivalent  num- 
ber of  labourers,  regularly  repnxlucing  what  ihey  con- 
enmed  :  and  of  this  maintenance  they  are  di-prived  without 
compi'usation. 

.  Let  UB  now  vary  the  hypothesis  etill  further,  and  sup- 
]K)8e  that  t!ie  money  iw  borrowed,  not  by  a  landlord,  but  by 
the  State.  A  lends  his  capital  to  Government  to  carry  on 
a  war ;  he  buys  from  the  State  what  are  called  gnvcrnniont 
ficenrities;  that  is,  obligations  on  the  govonnnont  to  pay  a 
certain  annual  income.  If  the  govemnient  employed  tlte 
money  in  making  a  railroad,  this  might  be  a  productive 
employment,  and  A's  property  would  still  be  used  as  capi- 
tal ;  but  since  it  Is  employed  in  war,  that  is,  in  the  pay  of 
officers  and  soldiers  who  produce  nothing,  and  in  destroying 
a  quantity  of  gimpowder  and  bullets  without  return,  the 
gov<!rnnient  is  in  tlio  situation  of  C,  the  spendtlirift  land- 
lord, and  A's  ten  thousand  }>onnds  tre  so  much,  national 
capital  which  once  exi«t4Mlj  but  exists  no  longer ;.  virtually 
thrown  into  the  sea,  &*  far  as  wealth  or  prodni:tion  is  caii- 
cerncd  :  though  for  other  i-casons  tJie  employment  of  it  maj 
have  been  justifiabk'.  A's  subiiequent  income  is  derivedx 
oot  from  the  produce  of  his  own  capital,  but  from  taxes 
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drawn  from  tlio  produce  of  the  rcnminiiig  capital  of  tlio 
('utiirnuuity  ;  to  whom  liis  capital  is  uot  yielding  auy  return, 
to  jndotiinify  tiieiu  for  the  j>ayuient ;  it  is  all  lodt  and  gone, 
and  whnt  lie  no\r  pos&ct^ses  ie  a  claim  on  the  returns  to  otltci* 
|i(!4jple*ii  L'upital  and  indui^lry.  This  rlaim  he  can  Mfll,  and 
get  back  tlie  cfiuivalent  of  his  i.*apital,  whluh  he  niuy  ttfter- 
M'ardit  imipluy  proilncttvoly.  True ;  hut  he  dous  nol^'^t 
hat-k  hid  ovm  capital,  or  anything  which  it  had  produced  f 
that,  and  all  its  possible  returns,  are  extio^islied  :  wliat  he 
gi'ts  is  the  capital  of  some  other  pcr^n,  wliich  that  piTi>un 
is  willing  to  exehiuige  for  his  lien  on  the  taxes.  Anothur 
capitaliiit  liuhdtitutcd  himsulf  for  A  aa  a  luurl^^ee  of  the 
public,  and  A  substitutes  hiniiiulf  for  the  other  capitalist  sb 
the  possessor  of  a  fund  employed  in  productiun,  or  available 
for  it.  By  this  exeliange  the  productive  powei*s  of  tho  com- 
munity are  ucithur  increased  nor  diiiiinisl)e<l.  The  breach 
in  the  capital  of  the  eoimtry  was  made  whin  the  ^vem- 
nicnt  spent  A'b  money :  whereby  a  value  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  was  withdrawn  or  withheld  from  pnxluetive  employ- 
m(*nt,  plaeud  in  tin;  fund  for  unproductive  consumption,  and 
U^tmyeJ  without  ctjuivalent. 


CHAPTER  V. 

FCNDAMENTAL   PROrOSITIONS  UESPBCTWO  CAPITAL. 

§  1.  If  tbc  prccL-diog  explanations  have  answered  their 
purpose,  tliey  have  given  not  only  a  Boffieiently  coni]}let« 
jKii^tieiisiun  uf  tlie  idea  uf  Capital  aecurdiiig  tu  its  definition, 
Init.  n  sufficient  I'ainiliarity  with  it  in  the  concrete,  and 
amidist  the  obscurity  with  which  the  complication  of  indi- 
vifhiul  cirruiiistaneeH  eiirrounds  it,  to  have  prepared  even 
the  unpractised  reader  for  certain  elementary  proportions 
or  theorems  respecting  eapituU  the  full  cuuijtrehenniuu  of 
v-liii-h  its  already  a  considerable  step  out  of  darkness  into 
li^'ht. 

The  first  of  these  propositions  is,  That  industry  is  Uiuited 
V>y  capital.  Tliis  is  so  ohvioua  as  to  he  taken  for  granted  in 
many  couiniou  forius  of  speech ;  hut  to  see  a  truth  occa- 
sionally is  one  thing,  to  recognise  it  habitually,  and  admit 
no  propositions  iucuusisteiit  with  it,  is  another.  Tlie  axiom 
waa  until  lately  almost  universally  disregarded  l»y  Icpsla- 
tore  and  political  writers ;  and  doctrines  irrecon<-*ll cable 
with  it  arc  still  very  commonly  professed  and  inculcatcd- 

Tlic  following  are  common  expressions,  implying  itA 
truth.  The  act  of  directing  industry  to  a  particular  employ- 
ment is  described  by  the  phrase  "  applying  capital  *'  to  the 
employment.  To  employ  industry  on  the  land  is  to  apply 
capital  to  tlie  land.  To  employ  labour  in  a  manufacturo  ia 
to  invest  capital  in  the  manufacture.  This  implies  that  in- 
dii&try  cannot  be  employed  to  any  greater  extent  tlian  there 
is  capitA]  to  invest.    The  proposition,  indeed,  must  be  oa- 
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to  BA  wwn  ad  it  ia  dii»tinctly  apprehended.  Tlie 
expression  '*  applying  cajiital ''  ia  of  coiirj^e  metapliitrical : 
ivlmt  is  really  applied  is  labonr  ;  capital  being  an  indi^pcu- 
aahie  fondition.  Af^in,  we  often  s|>eak  ol'tlie  ^'productive 
powers  cpf  cjipital."  TJiib  expression  is  not  literally  con-ect. 
The  only  productive  powers  ai'o  those  of  labour  and  natural 
agents  ;  or  if  any  portion  of  ciipital  can  by  a  stretch  of  lan- 
gnoge  be  said  to  have  a  productive  jxiwer  of  its  o\m,  it  is 
ODly  tools  and  machinery,  whieh,  like  wind  or  water,  may 
be  said  to  coiiper.ite  with  laboui*.  Tlie  food  of  labourers 
and  tlie  MuUeriaU  of  production  have  no  productive  power ; 
hut  labour  cannot  exert  iu  productive  power  unless  pro- 
i-ided  with  them.  There  can  he  no  more  industry  tlnm  is 
supplied  with  materials  to  work  np  and  food  to  eat.  Self- 
evidcnt  tis  the  thing  is,  it  is  often  forgotten  that  the  people 
vf  a  country  are  maintained  and  have  their  wants  supplied, 
not  by  the  jmKluce  of  present  labour,  but  of  past.  Tli«j 
consunic  what  has  been  produced,  not  what  is  about  to  be 
prodneecl.  Non^of  what  has  been  produced,  a  part  only  is 
allotted  to  the  finp|K}rl  of  productive  labonr ;  and  there  will 
not  and  cannot  be  more  of  that  labour  than  the  portion  so 
allotted  (which  is  the  capital  of  the  country)  can  feed,  and 
provide  with  the  materials  and  instnimenta  of  production. 

Yet,  in  disregard  of  a  fact  bo  evident,  it  long  conlinned 
to  be  believetl  that  laws  and  govcnimeuts,  without  creating 
cajiitAl,  could  create  industry.  Not  by  making  the  people 
more  laburions,  or  increaiiing  the  efliciency  of  llicir  laltour; 
tlrtse  are  objects  to  which  the  government  can,  in  some 
degree,  indirectly  contribute.  But  witliout  any  increase  in 
the  &kill  or  encfgy  of  the  labourers,  and  without  can»ug 
any  perarms  to  labour  who  had  pi-evittuply  been  maintained 
in  idleness,  it  was  still  thought  that  the  government,  wnth- 
otit  providing  additional  funds,  could  create  &<ldition&l  em- 
plox'ment.  A  ^'ovcnunt-nt  w<uild,  by  prohibitory  laws,  put 
n  stop  to  the  importation  of  some  commodity ;  and  when  by 
I.hi&  it  had  cuuiM.'d  the  comuiodity  tii  be  priwluctHl  at  liorao, 
would  plume  itself  upon  baving  tnrit:Wi  \\\ft  to^^ssSa:^ 
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with  a  new  branch  of  inthi)>try,  would  piirntli!  iu  Etut»ti( 
tahlefi  thf  autuunt  ul'  pruduin*  yk-lded  uud  latioitr  uiiiplo^uc 
in  the  pnxliit'tion,  and  tJike  credit  for  tlic  whrde  of  thU  us  %\ 
gain  tu  the  eountrjr,  obtiiincd  through  the  pruluUitoiy  law. 
Although  this  (tort  of  politicul  antliinctic  has  fallen  a  little 
iiit<i  dist-n'diL  in  Ku^land,  it  btill  HuuribhcM  in  the  iiation.-t  of 
Continental  Europe.     Had  Ic^pslatore  been  awnre  that  in- 
dut!tr>'  is  limited  by  cupilal,  thuv  would  have  seen  that,  the 
aggri-'j(atc  capital  of  the  country  nut  having  heen  increased,] 
any  portion  of  it  whiiih  they  by  their  laws  had  caused  to  boj 
einbarlied  in  the  newiy-actinired  hrau::h  of  industry  must 
hftvc  been  withdrawn  or  withhold  from  sonie  other ;   in 
wiiich  it  pave,  or  would  have  given,  employment  to  proW,, 
ably  about  the  bame  quantity  of  labour  whit^  it  employs  ii 
its  nevp  occupation.* 


§  2.     Because  industry  ia  linuted  by  capital,  we  are  nut 
however  to  infer  that  it  ulvvayfl  reaches  that  limit.     Tlip-rej 
may  not  be  as  many  laboiirere  obtAinable,  as  the  capit 
would  maintnin  and  employ.    This  has  been  known 
occur  in  now  colonies,  where  capital  has  sometimes  perished^ 


'  An  rzcoption   miut  Iw  ndmiltcd  wheii  Uk  iotliutry  i-roftleil  or  iipbclil  1i| 
till'  rCHU-H-ciri*  Uw  tiL'litii^  U)  Uic  claRM  of  irtut  arc  ctilkd  donieiak  inanuraclutv&if 
Thvw  lieiDt;  carrltNl  mi  by  pcrwn^  aln-aily  Ted — by  Ubourhifr  roniilics,  in  the  : 
tcrriili  vf  uthur  c-mjildrnieDt — nn  lraii!>ri-r  of  raipita)  l<i  Uic  oorupolion  U  DPCcauuf^ 
10  ils  being  uitdvrltikctt,  beyunt]  ibc  \aluo  of  thi>  inatcmlft  nud  laait^  >\hirlt  it  I 
oftea  Ii>(-^iii:d<l(vn)bk-.     tf,  it»crofor£F,  a  prot^ctiug  duly  caiiau)  lliis  iic<-u|)alMiii  u> 
\tp  ciuTie<l  un,  wheu  it  otbcnriw  vould  not,  Uit>n>  is  in  thU  com  u  n^l  mttviiM 
of  tlio  produc-tton  of  tb«  corintrj. 

In  onlcr  to  reader  oor  Uit-oredcal  proposition  inTulnpraMe,  ihU  poculiir  cww 
mii^t  be  allnwi-it  fiir;  but  it  dues  not  kmch  tlic  pnciical  dw.'irinv  or  free  tnulo- 
Ihtmestic  iiuiiiu!iwlure4  oanniit,  fitim  Ihc  very  ualiin:  of  tbinps,  rei(iuro  protre* 
tiiin,  ^Lix>  till*  ikibsi'lriii^  uf  tlic  laliourera  bciug  jirovhlcd  from  otlicrttutirrt^l 
tJiR  pric«  or  tlu?  (Rviluct.  however  ihul-Ii  it  may  he  rvdut'ed,  w  nvnrly  all  ckai 
gain.  If.  lIiPK-ror*,  tlie  domestic  produwrt  rv'tirv  Twm  lliv  TOnipclilion,  it 
never  Troni  uecendty,  hut  bt^niLv  llie  pmdurt  b  not  wnrlh  th<<  lalinur  il  nialn,  ifi| 
Ifai!  opinbn  of  tbc  l>est  jitd^c*,  Ibore  who  crijor  tbc  nne  and  undrrpi  llif  utbvrj 
Tiicy  prefiir  Uk"  «un-iflcc  of  Iniyilig  Ihelr  cloUiin;;  id  ibi-  lolmur  of  innkiiif;  it.] 
Tlit'jr  will  n<ii  continue  tlivir  labour  iiiiK-as  MK-icty  will  gire  theu  moi-eforUi 
i/uu)  in  tttar  awii  opouun  it»  pniducl  u  wotUt. 
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Dselcssly  for  TTiuat  ot"  luboiir:  the  Kwon  Kivor  BottWrnont 
(now  caJIe'l  Wcsturn  Australia),  in  the  first  years  ntlur  its 
foundalinD,  wad  an  instauc-L*.  Tliuru  aro  iiiimv  persons 
niftiiitiiimtl  tnitn  cxiitii)^  cupital,  who  pruducc  uotbing,  or 
■wlnt  ini^ht  pnxhico  iiiuitli  ition;  llian  they  do.  If  tlic 
Iftb<iui-crs  were  reduced  to  lower  wages,  or  ioduit^d  to  work 
nwTo  hours  tor  tlie  same  wage*,  or  if  tlieir  faniiliuts  whu  arc 
aJruady  iuwntaim:d  tVum  capital,  were  em])!<iyi'd  to  a 
greater  extent  tluiu  they  now  aro  in  adding  to  tlie  produce, 
a  fjivcn  capital  would  alford  Rniploynienl  to  more  indnatry. 
Tlie  unproductive  etin»uiiij>tif'n  of  productive  hdwurers,  llie 
whulu  of  which  i*  now  supplie<l  l>y  eapJIid,  mi;^ht  eouse,  or 
be  jk>stpoQcd  until  the  produce  came  in ;  and  adtlitional  pro- 
ductive l.ihoui-iTd  might  be  maintained  with  the  amount. 
Uy  PUfli  niciins  society  nnglit  obtain  from  itt»  existing 
rcsoun-es  a  preat«r  quantity  of  produce :  and  to  aneh  nteans 
it  h&»  bfMJt  drivt-n,  witeu  the  i^udden  destruetiuu  of  Home 
large  portion  of  its  capital  rendered  the  employment  of  the 
rfiuttinder  with  the  greatest  po.-*sibl(i  efiw^t,  a  matter  of  para- 
mount eonbtderutiou  for  the  time. 

^^'^lo^e  industry  iia*  not  come,  up  to  the  limit  imposed  by 
capital,  govcrtunentsj  may,  in  various  ways,  for  example  by 
importing  additional  labunrers,  brin^  it  nearer  to  that 
limit:  03  Uy  the  importation  of  Coolies  and  free  Negn>e8 
into  the  West  Indies.  Tliere  is  another  way  in  which  gov- 
ernments can  create  additional  indiiiitry.  They  can  rreate 
rupital.  They  may  lay  on  taxes,  and  employ  tlie  amount 
prxMluetiToIy.  They  may  do  what  ]&  ne:irly  etjiiivalent  ; 
tlicy  inay  lay  taxea  on  income  or  expenditure,  and  apply 
tlip  prooee<Ifi  towardi*  payiuLr  otT  tbe  public  debts.  The  fund- 
holder,  when  paid  oft",  would  still  dcMre  to  draw  an  income: 
from  Bis  prupert)',  raoi^t  nf  whic-h  tliereforc  would  find  its 
way  into  pnidnctive  employment,  while  a  preat  part  of  it 
would  have  been  drawn  from  the  fund  for  miproductirc 
expenditure*  since  people  do  not  wholly  pay  their  taxea 
fnmi  what  tlu-y  would  liave  gavcd.  but  partly,  if  not  cliiefly, 
I    from  what  Uiev  would  Imvc  gpeut.    Xtu\a\  V>c.  ^"WivA.  "OuaX 

L  ' ' 
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I  miy  ituTvage  in  tin;  prorbiriive  power  of  c  npitiil  (or,  mr 
pM]ierl_v  J*pt.*tikiii^,  of  laboiirj  lt\-  iriipro\vtm;nttt  In  lln>  nii^ 
ot'  lilts  u''  otliLTwisu.  U'luls  tu  iiicifa^c  lliu  ctuplovnumt  fy: 
Kill  mr;  i-.in<i',  wlieii  tlK-re  is  ii  yroatpr  piixliu-t'  altt>yctlicr, 
it  is  always  ihhIiuMl-  that  buuie  iHirtiou  »!'  tin*  inrn-asc^w i  1 
btf  saved  aii'l  >-oii\vi-te'^l  itito  cnpital  ;  csjjccinlly  wheal  the 
iiicrt'Esfil  retiirim  to  j>ixnluctive  imhistrv  bold  ont  an  addi- 
tional tPni]>tulion  to  the  conversion  of  fimde  fmni  an  uiip 
diK.'tivu  dc'istination  to  a  prodnctivu. 


§  3,  >  While,  on  tliu  one  haTid,  indiistrv  is  iiinirod 
I  caT)italy>o  on  the  utlier,  every  im-ic.ih^-  of  r:ipiijil  jnyt'.-,  yr  ta 
I  capaLK?  of  p'iviTijr.  addilinnul  employment  lo/idiisirv  yaiid 
tjljh  withntit  H^isM^nabkrnniTr     1  do  noT  mean  to  deny  timt 
tlje  eupitiil,  or  part  of  it,  may  be  so  employed  lus  not  to  sup- 
port labonrcre,  beinj;  lixetl   Jn   niacdiiuery,  bnildinps,  im^ 
proveinent  of  land,  and  tlie  like.     In  aiiy  birpe  increase  o: 
capital  a  eon?iderable  portion  will  jfunerally  be  thus  eni 
ployed,  and  will  only  coiiperate  with  labourers,  not  main 
tain  them.     AVhat  I  do  intt^nd  to  awiert  is,  that  the  portJo 
'  whieh  is  destined  to  tboir  maintenance,  may  (sn}>poiiiug  ii 
aJteration  in  anytliiiig  cUv)  be  indefinitely  iueix'iised,  wit 
ont  creatinj;  au  impossibility  of  finding  the  employment: 
,  in  other  words*  tliat  if  tliere  are  linman  beini^B  capnblc'  of 
I  work,  and  fiwid  to  fe^nl  them,  they  miiy  alwavh  be  riiipUtye 
I  in  prodiicinif  iomeihin^.    Tliis  propoeition  requires  to  I 
Hfimewhat  dwelt  upon,  being  one  of  those  whieli  it  la  e 
ceedinjfly  ea.^y  to  assent  to  wlien   presented   iu   gene 
terms,  but  somewhat  difUeult  to  keep  fa»it  hold  of,  in  the 
erowd  and  oontiision  of  tbo  aetnal  facts  of  soeiety.    It  i 
idfio  very  luuih  Ttppused  to  common  doetrines.     'Jln-i-o  in  n 
ftn  oj>iuiou  mor^  general  among  mankind  than  tbis,  tlMkt  th 
unprtxluclive  expenditure  of  tbe  i-ieh  is  necetiPrtry  to  tli 
employment  ot'  the  poor.     Refort?  Adam  Smith,  the  doetrini 
had  Itardly  been   (juedtioncd ;    and  even  Bince  hia  li 
antliore  of  the  highest  name  and  of  great  merit*  have  m 

*  fur  extuuplf.  Mr.  Uolchus,  Dr.  inmliiM^n,  U.  tie  Siunonili, 
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(cifded,  (liat  ir  Cling II mora  wuro  to  save  anil  cnnvort  into 
capilal  more  llian  a  Umitud  portion  of  their  hieonie*  and 
were  not  to  duvote  lu  uiiiirodiirtive  ('oiir-iiniptian  ati  uinoant 
of  meanit  bearing  n  ecrtnin  niiio  to  lliv  capital  of  tlie  coun- 
try. Mie  oxtru  iiccumulation  woiiUI  hu  iiieroly  wi  mn.'h  wasti*, 
siricts  tiu;r<;  would  Imj  no  uuirkct  lor  the  eoniiiiodiliea  wbieU 
the  capital  eo  creatwl  would  prodiuto.  I  conceive  this  to  bo 
one  of  the  iriany  errors  nrising  in  ]>4ilitieHl  etonuniy,  frorn  the 
practice  of  m^t  he;;iriiiing  witli  the  cxaniiniition  of  simple 
uadcs*  bnt  nishin<;  ut  once  into  the  conijdexity  of  concrete 
piicnnmcna. 

Every  one  can  ace  that  if  a  benevolent  goTernmeut  pos- 
flef^ed  all  the  fund,  and  all  tlie  iinplenn^nts  and  utateriala, 
of  tbo  comuuinity.  ir  ctmlil  exact  prfxhictive  lubonr  from  all 
to  wlioni  it  ullou'cil  a  sliiirc  iit  the  food,  and  couM  he  in  no 
dan^r  of  wantinjr  a  field  for  the  employment  of  this  pro- 
ductive Ubonr,  iHnce  at>  lon^  n»  there  was  a  single  want 
ant4.ituratc<i  (which  niatcrinl  ohjwtJi  eiinld  i'upply)^  of  any 
Miic  individual,  the  labour  of  the  coniinnnity  could  l)e 
ttimo^l  to  the  produciion  uf64)nki'lhiii;;  capable  of  i^alisfying 
that  want.  No\r,  the  individual  pofi5es<Mirs  of  capital,  when 
tlioy  add  to  it  by  fiv«h  acctiniulHtions,  .ire  doing  precisely 
the  same  thing  which  we  Eupposc  to  be  done  by  a  benevo- 
lent pivemment.  As  it  is  allowrtbh^  to  put  any  case  hy 
way  of  hypiillicsis,  let  iih  intujiriii'*  the  mott  extreme  case 
conceivable.  Suppose  that  every  capitalist  came  to  be  of 
opiuitm  that  nut  bcin*r  mure  meriloriouii  than  a  welt-eon- 
ducted  labourer,  ho  ou^ht  not  to  furo  better;  and  aeeord- 
fngly  laid  by,  fh»in  couM'ieutioua  motive^  the  Hnrf}Iuii  of  his 
profits ;  OP  Mipprise  this  abstinence  not  epontaneuus,  but 
inipi-Hu^tl  by  law  or  opinion  ujion  all  capita  I  i.stii,  and  upon 
landuwuers  likcwieie.  Unproductive  exponditiire  is  now 
roduced  to  it«  lowest  limit:  and  it  i«  afikeii,  how  is  the 
increnecd  capital  to  find  emplnynifnt^  Who  i»  t<»  buy  the 
goods  which  it  Mill  protluf'ef'  There  arc  no  longer  cus-  _, 
tnmers  evnn  for  tho8o  which  were  pri«lurcd  hiiforc.  Ttlfl^F' 
guoda,  therefora  (it  is  said)  will  rcniuui  uuk>\4\  >\\c^  V^  ' 
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pt'riisli  in  thu  waruluiu^os;  until  capital  Ih  brouglit  duwn  to 
what  it  was  originally,  or  ratlier  to  as  much  less,  us  the 
duinaiul  of  thu  ciiHtoincra  Iimh  le^untid.  llut  tUi&  is  weing 
onlv  ono-hrtlt'  of  tlio  nmtter.  In  tlm  cueu  siipposod^  tlicro 
would  nu  longer  be  any  demand  for  luxuries,  on  the  part 
'  of  cajiitulistb  and  Ituiduwuei-s.  Uut  when  these  clfiiiset;  turn 
I  their  income  into  cR])iljd,  they  i\u  not  thereby  aniiihiltite 
I  their  power  of  cousumptidu ;  they  do  but  transler  it  froia 
themselves  to  tlie  Inboui-ers  to  wlioin  they  give  emplo^v- 
ment.  Now,  tliere  are  two  pofjjiblo  RupJK^^itioIm  in  reynnl 
to  the  labourers ;  either  there  is,  or  there  is  not,  au  increase 
^of  their  nnnibers,  proportional  to  the  iiioreaBe  nf  capital. 
J  K  there  is,  the  cni»e  oilers  no  diflicuUy.  Thu  j>rrKluction  of 
/  necoKtariet)  for  the  new  pupntntion,  takoti  the  plaee  of  tlie 
production  of  luxurimi  for  a  portion  of  tJiL-  nM,  and  t^upplics 
exaetly  tho  amount  of  cniploy^nont  whieh  hnft  lieon  lr«t 
But  BUppo&c  that  thero  is  no  inercaBc  of  population.  Tlic 
whole  of  "tt'bat  wns  previously  exjwnded  in  luxuries,  by 
capitalists  and  landlords,  ie  distributed  amonj;  the  exi»tin;^ 
htbourcrs,  in  the  form  of  additional  wat;ea.  AVe  will  assunio 
them  to  be  already  sufticiejitly  supplied  with  necesaariea. 
What  follows?  Tliat  the  lahonrors  become  consumers  of 
luxuiit-B;  aud  the  capital  pn;viout>ly  employed  in  the  pro- 
duction of  luxuries,  is  still  able  to  employ  itfielf  in  the  some 
manner;  the  differcnec  beinp,  that  the  luxurii*  are  shared 
aiuon>;  the  (vMumunily  jj^Micrally,  instead  of  beiiii;  continod 
to  a  few.  Tlie  inc^eHi^e4l  arcumuhition  aud  inereasod  pro- 
duction mi|rht,  rii;orouply  ppeakinEf,  continue,  until  every 
labourer  had  every  indnlKcncc  of  wealth,  consistent  with 
cuntinuint^  to  work  ;  enppo^irt<r  tliat  the  power  of  their 
Inhonr  were  physically  sufHcicnt  to  proiiuce  all  this  amount 
of  indulgenccfl  for  their  wliole  number.  Tims  the  b'unt  of 
•wealth  is  never  tlelipiiMicy  of  cnuKUnera.  bnt  of  pirnliifprw 
aud  proiluctivc  power.  Evciy  addition  to  cnpitid  gives  to 
labour  eitiuT  additional  cmploynient,  or  additional  ivmnno 
ration  ;  enriches  either  the  country,  or  the  labonriii^  class. 
If  it  £n<h  additional  hands  to  set  to  work,  it  tnercasee  the 
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R^TPpnttf  product' :  if  only  the  same  bands,  it  gives  tliem  a  * 
lurj^tT  share  of  it ;  aiid  jx-rhapA  even  in  this  cjwo,  by  stltnu- 
IfttinL'  thcin  to  greater  exertion,  aaguicnts  the  proUuce  itself. 

a*  -1.  A  second  fundamental  thuorem  resjweling^  Capi- 
IaI,  relntcft  to  tiie  soiirre  from  wliifh  it  is  derived.  It  ia  the 
res!»lt  of  saviug.  The  evidence  of  tliib  lies  abnndantly  in 
irhiit'Tias  been  already  said  o!i  the  gnhject.  Hut  the  propo- 
eitiun  nettilA  gome  fnrtiier  iiliii<rruliun. 

If  all  persons  were  to  exjicnd  in  personal  indnlgenccs  iJl 
that  thry  produce,  and  all  tlio  income  they  receive  from 
what  is  proiluced  hy  othera,  eapital  conid  not  increase.  All 
capital,  with  a  trifling  exception,  was  originally  the  resnlt 
of  saving.  I  say,  with  a  tritlinpr  exception  ;  because  a  per- 
son who  labours  on  hi^  own  account,  may  spend  on  hts  own 
account  all  he  produces,  without  betToming  dciititutc ;  and 
the  provision  of  necei^'taries  on  which  he  subsists  until  ho  has 
reaped  his  lian'cst,  or  sold  hia  commodity,  though  a  real 
c^ipitJiK  c^innot  he  wtid  to  have  been  saved,  since  it  is  all 
iiwwl  for  the  supply  of  his  own  wantts  and,  perhaps  as  speed- 
ily lis  if  it  had  hcen  ei^nsumed  in  idleness.  We  may  imaj^in 
u  iiuiubcr  of  individuals  nr  families  aetiled  on  as  many  sep- 
nratc  pieces  of  land,  each  living  on  what  their  own  labonr 
produces,  and  cnnsnniin^  the  wliole  piodnce.  But  even 
tiic8e  uiuat  save  (tliat  is,  sjmre  fi-om  their  pergonal  coiisump- 
tion)  as  much  as  is  necessary  for  seed.  Some  saving,  thcro* 
fore,  there  must  have  been,  even  in  this  simi'lest  of  all 
fttates  of  economical  i-olations;  people  nniat  have  pnxluccd 
nioru  than  they  used,  or  ust^d  leas  than  they  produced. 
Still  more  must  they  do  so  before  they  can  employ  other 
liiboiiRTK,  or  inereaae  their  production  beyond  what  can  be 
nceomplished  by  the  work  of  their  own  hands.  All  that 
any  one  employs  in  supporting  and  canyinfr  on  any  other 
labour  thjui  his  own,  must  have  been  originally  bronght 
toi^ether  by  saving ;  souieliody  must  have  produced  it  and 
forboroc  to  consuuie  it.     AVe  may  say,  therefore,  without 
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umtcrial  inacouracy,  tliat  nil  cnpitnl,  and  espccinllv^  all  adt 
tion  to  cHpituI,  are  the  nwult  i*f  saving. 

lu  n  rude  and  violent  Btato  ore^jcii-ty,  it  continually  liap- 
pcns  tlnit  tlic  pcrsuu  wlm  luis  <a]>ilul  is  not  the  very  pcwon 
wlio  haa  ^aved  it,  but  »*mni  t>iiu  who,  liciug  stivngoi.  or  hu- 
luuging  tu  a  more  puweiful  commuuity,  has  po&i'.dAO'l  iam* 
M^lf  of  it  by  plunder.  Aud  even  in  a  state  of  tiling  in 
whieh  pr()peuty  was  protei'ted,  the  inrnmse  of  ranilal  has 
nsuallr  been,  for  a  long  time,  inainly  derived  iroiu  priva^ 
tJung  whieb,  though  casentially  tliu  same  witJi  saving,  aro 
not  generally  called  by  tbal  name,  beeaiigc  not  voluntary. 
'Hie  actual  produeere  have  been  slavus,  eomiKjIled  to  pro 
duuc  aa  much  as  force  eunld  extort  from  UitMU,  and  to  con 
8umc  as  little  as  the  solf-intereat  or  the  usually  very  elendci 
humanity  oi  ihiAr  tasItTnasters  would  permit.  This  kind  of 
compnkory  saving,  howcvci\  would  not  bavc  caused  auy 
increase  of  capital,  unlc^d  a  pari  o\'  the  amoiuit  bad  been 
saved  over  again,  voluntarily,  by  the  master.  If  all  that  be 
made  bis  alavea  produeo  and  forbear  to  coni*Bitie,  bad  been 
coni^nnied  by  him  on  personal  indulgences,  ho  would  not 
bave  inereuaed  bis  capital,  nor  been  oJiabled  to  maintain  an 
iucreasiiig  number,  of  t^lareg.  To  niamtain  any  slaved  at 
all,  implied  a  ])reviou8  saving;  a  stock,  ht  le-nst  of  food, 
provided  in  ailvaiice.  Tlii»  saving  may  not,  however,  have 
been  nuide  by  any  Pclfijijpo>etl  jmvutiou  of  the  master; 
but  niorq  ])robably  by  that  of  the  Rlavo-.!  themselves  wbilo 
free ;  the  hipine  or  war,  which  deprived  them  of  rbeir  per- 
gonal liberty,  having  transferred  also  their  accumulations  to 
the  conquBnir. 

There  are  other  cases  in  whieli  the  lerm  saving,  with 
the  aiSSQ(;iatiotiH  ut^ually  belonging  lo  h-,  doea  not  exactly  fit 
the  operation  by  which  capital  is  increa&ctl.  If  it  were 
said,  for  instance,  that  the  only  way  to  acoolerato  the 
increase  of  cupitjd  ia  by  increafie  of  taring,  the  idea  would 
probably  be  si^^hted  of  greater  abstiucneo,  and  luercfkecd 
privation.  But  it  is  obviona  that  whulever  increase--  tlie 
priMluctivv  power  of  laboui',  creates  an  additional  fiiud  to 
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miitco  sarlngfi  Iroiii,  ami  enaltli«  cfl]>ital  to  bo  eiilai^eil  not 
uiily  without  additional  privation,  liiU  conrurrenrly  witb  nu 
iiiirroiit^;  ol*  [H.'rH')nn1  cori»nni{»tiuii.  Nnvt^rtliuluRK,  tlit^re  ts 
here  an  increase  of  saving,  in  the  eoientitio  sense.  Tlion^li 
lliere  ia  moi-e  coii:!nnie<l,  there  is  nho  mare  spurcd.  Thciv 
is  a  gn.'iitor  uxcutid  of  production  over  coDbUinptiuii.  It  it» 
(roiiHifeitunt  with  eurrectiiesB  to  call  this  a  greater  saving. 
Tfi'tiigli  the  term  is  not  uiiolijectiuiifthlc,  there  is  no  i»ther 
which  is  not  liahle  to  ub  *;rout  uhjeetions.  To  consume  jess 
than  ib  proiliiPiil.it*  i^iiving^  and  that  h  tlie  pniccsB  by 
wliK'h  ea|.irol  is  inc-Toaaed  ;  not  ni-ti^.siirily  hy  cotihiiniiii;^ 
l^-.sf,  lih^riliitfly.  We  mu.-»t  not  allow  niii>ulv«i  to  be  so 
much  the  slaves  of  word&r  as  to  be  unable  to  use  the  word 
Having  in  this  hense,  witlmnt  being  in  danger  of  rt)rguttin^ 
tlint  to  iucreuso  enpitul  there  is  auotlier  way  bciidos  cou- 
eoming  1cm,  namely,  to  produce  more. 

§  5.  A  tliinl  funduraentui  thetirem  r(!S|K'eling  Capital, 
dosoly  oonneeted  with  the  one  last  di&eui?»cd,  ie,  that 
although  saved,  mnl  the  result  of  saving,  it  ta  nevcrtlieleia 
eonsnmcd.  The  word  sailing  dneti  n<»t  imply  that  wliat  is 
&aved  \»  not  consumed,  nor  even  necessarily  that  its  oon- 
buuiptiou  ia  dtifi'iTcd ;  hut  only  that,  if  cijnftumcd  iuum;- 
diotuly  it  jt^  not  c<iiisnmed  by  tlie  per^^on  whn  .saves  it.  If 
merely  laid  hy  tVir  I'luiire  nsc,  it  is  syiid  t»i  htr  hoardwl ;  and 
whiU*  hoarded,  is  not  consumed  at  all.  But  if  employed  au 
capital,  it  ia  all  i-onsunied ;  though  not  by  the  eapitjdist. 
Part  18  ext^hangeil  for  tiM)!8  or  jna<'hiui'py,  which  are  worn 
out  by  use :  part  for  gecd  or  materials,  which  are  destroyed 
i\£  tf^nt-h  by  being  wiwn  or  wrought  np,  ami  destroyed  alto 
gether  by  the  eom-uuiption  of  the  ultimate  product.  Tlic 
remainder  te  paid  in  wages  to  productive  lubourci^s,  who 
cniHUUH*  it  for  their  duily  wants;  or  if  they  in  tlieir  turn 
«ive  any  part,  this  also  is  not,  generally  speaking,  hoarfled, 
hot  (through  saviiigH  hankn,  licnefit  clubs,  or  some  other 
channel)  re-einploycd  as  capital,  and  consumed. 

Tlje  j)rineij)le  now  Btate<l  i&  a  BlTong  «-i..aw\A\i  ol  "Cftft 
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necessity  of  attention  to  the  most  elementary  trntbe  of  our 
subject:  fyr  it  i&  one  of  the  most  elementary  of  them  all, 
autl  yet  no  one  who  hat<  nut  lu!iitowt;il  boiuc  thought  on  the 
matter  is  hahitiuilly  aware  ai  it,  and  moet  ore  not  even 
willing  tu  ttdiEiit  It  wlu'ii  tirt^t  stated.  To  the  vnljrar,  ills 
not  at  all  njipftrciit  that  what  is  savcti  is  cousumcJ.  To 
them,  every  one  wlio  saves,  appears  iu  the  light  of  a  pcTSon 
who  huards;  they  may  thinlc  such  conduct  jx-niiisbiblc,  or 
even  laudable,  when  it  is  to  provide  for  a  family,  and  the 
like ;  but  they  have  no  conception  of  it  as  doing  grxnl  to 
otlier  peu]>le :  saving  is  to  them  anoUier  wortl  for  keei>inf(  a 
thing  to  oneiielf ;  while  spending  appears  to  them  to  bo  dis- 
tributing it  aiDong  others.  The  |)ei-uon  who  expends  lue 
fortune  in  unpnidnotive  eonsnmption,  is  looked  upon  ns 
diifu&ing  benctits  all  around  ;  and  is  an  object  of  s<j  mneh 
favour,  that  eomo  portion  of  the  same  popularity  attaches 
even  to  him  who  si)ends  what  does  not  belong  to  liim  ;  who 
not  only  dt-atroys  his  own  fajiilal,  if  he  ever  had  any,  but, 
imder  pretence  or  boi-i*owing,  and  on  promise  of  repay raent, 
poasessffi  himself  of  capital  lielonging  to  otbei'S,and  dcstroye 
that  likewise. 

Tliid  popular  error  comes  from  attending  to  a  small  jior- 
tion  only  of  the  conaeqnences  that  flow  from  the  sanng  or 
the  spending ;  all  the  eflects  of  either  which  are  out  of  sight, 
being  uut  ul'  mind.  TJie  eye  fulluws  what  is  savc<l,  into  an 
imaginary  strong  box,  and  there  loses  sight  of  it;  what  is 
t*pent,  it  fuIlowH  into  the  liauds  uf  trad ei« people  and  depen- 
dents;  but  without  rcaeiiing  the  ultimate  destination  in 
f~  cither  case.  Saving  (for  protlnetive  inv(«tmcnt),  and  spend- 
ing, coincide  very  closely  in  the  liist  stage  of  their  opera- 
tions. The  etiVets  of  both  begin  with  cont^umptiou  ;  with 
the  dcfitmction  of  a  certain  portion  of  wealtli ;  only  the 
things  eonsumt-il,  and  the  pcrsjjns  conRuming,  are  different. 
There  is^  in  the  one  vjit>i\  a  wt^aring  out  nf  tools,  a  destruc- 
tion of  material,  and  a  quantity  of  food  and  clothing  snp* 
]»iied  to  labourers,  whirb  tliey  destroy  by  use  :  iu  the  otlier 
rase,  there  is  a  consumption,  that  is  to  say,  a  destruction,  oC 
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wines,  e(]iii[vH^^*s,  iinil  furniture  Tlius  fur,  the.  t^oiiscqiience 
to  the  iiatiuiial  neullli  has  been  much  tlie  &Aino;  uii  uqiiiva- 
IfDl  quautiry  of  it  has  hvan  defitroyed  in  both  cartes.  But 
in  tlio  ijpendiitgf  tlii^  tir&t  stiige  i&  al^o  the  tinal  f-lugn  ;  that 
pftrtienlar  amount  of  the  pn-Hluce  ttf  labour  hat*  fliBappoared, 
and  there  ia  nothing  U-rt ;  wljile,  on  thu  eontran',  tlie  Having 
)>or&on,  during  tliu  whole  time  that  the  destruction  was 
going  on.  has  had  lahnnrers  at  work  n!j»airin«;  it ;  who  are 
ttltiniately  fouini  to  huvo  replaced,  with  an  imroasu,  the 
ct^uivalent  of  wliat  has  been  consumed.  And  05  thiu  opera- 
tiim  admits  of  boirif?  r<'|K'att'd  indefinitely  without  any  fre!?!i 
Hv.t  of  saving,  a  saving  omx*  madi^  becomes  a  fund  to  nmin- 
tara  a  corrosponding  number  of  lalnHirers  in  perpetuity, 
n-pniducing  annually  their  own  maintenance  with  a  profit. 
It  i»  tlie  intervention  of  money  whirh  obscure*,  to  uu 
unpraelised.  appi-ehension,  the  true  character  of  these  pho- 
iiumena.  Almoi^L  all  ex|K-nditui-c  being  rnrneil  on  by 
monns  of  money,  the  money  comes  to  be  lookwi  upon  &»  the 
main  feature  in  tin;  tran!^n<-lit>n  ;  and  Binru  that  does  not 
j»eri*h,  but  ordy  changes  hands  people  ovcrhKik  the  ilostrue- 
tiou  wliieh  tukea  place  in  the  ease  of  uuproduelive  t'xpendi- 
tUftt.  The  money  being  mertly  transferred,  they  think  the 
wealth  aliK>  has  ouly  been  handed  over  from  the  spendthrift 
to  other  people.  But  this  is  simply  coulbunding  money 
with  wealth.  Tlie  wealth  xvhich  has  been  desti-oyed  was 
not  the  money,  but  the  wine&,  pquipagcB,  and  furniture 
whh^h  the  money  purchased ;  and  tliese  having  l»ecn 
dcHTroywl  wirhout  rutnrn,  sot-iety  t-ollfctivuly  is  poorer  by 
the  amount.  It  may  be  said,  perhajw,  tliat  wines,  oquip- 
.  and  funiiturt%  are  not  6ub«i«t*^nr-e,  tool;;,  and  materialR, 
id  could  not  in  any  case  have  been  »j>idii.'d  to  the  support 
of  lat>our ;  that  tliey  are  adapted  for  no  other  than  nnpro- 
duetive  conniimption.  and  that  tlu*  detriment  to  the  wealth 
of  the  community  was  when  they  weir  prmlm-ed,  not  when 
tttey  were  consumed.  I  am  willing  to  allow  thit>,  as  far  as 
18  necessary  for  the  argument,  and  tho  remark  would  l»e 
very  jiertiuent  if  those  expensive  luxuiic^  v.eTt  OiTttViw  Ktviwx 
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all  existing  fitcKik,  iicvor  to  be  repletiiisht'd.     Uut  wm-o," 
Uic  coutrury,  they  contiitiic  to  be  prodiicol  as  long  lUi  tberQJ 
Hve  couriiitner»  for  tliotn,  aiid  arc  pro(lu<-.«d  in   increa«ei 
ijiiautity  to  meet  an  incrciised  demand  ;  tbe  clioice  imide  hy 
a  (■uiibimier  to  exjiend   five  tbouH»nd  a  year  in  luxuries,! 
kec|)6  H  eurrc-ipomliiig  niuubcr  of  l:ibourers  cmpluyed  from 
year  to  year  in  producing  tkiug«  whieli  can  be  of  no  use  t< 
production  ;  their  fcrviees  bein{{  Jost  so  fiir  as  regards  t!ietj 
increase  of  the  national  wealth,  aud  ihe  tooU,  tnaterinU,  and 
food  whic^i   they  Hunuully  (iiiibunie   hein*;  bO  niiu'li  eul 
ti-acted  from  tlie  general  stock  of  (he  coiuuiuiiity  applicable 
to  proiiuetive  puriK>se6.     In  proportion  a»  any  da^  is  im- 
provident or  luxurious,  the  iu<histry  of  the  eountry  takes  thoj 
direction  of  ]iroducinjr  luxuries  for  tlieir  use ;  while  not  only 
tliu  eiMpIoyment  for  productive  labomviti  ie  diminished,  but, 
the  fiubsistcDce  and  iiiBtrinnente  which  are  the  means  of  sncl 
employment  do  actually  exist  in  smaller  ipumtity. 

!!>avingf  in  abort,  enriches,  aud  apendiug  impoveriBbeB, 

the  eonuuunity  along  with  the  individual ;  which  is  but 

Raying  in  other  words,  that  society  at  larj^  h  richer  byj 

wliat   it  expends   in   miuntainin^   and    aiding   productiv( 

I, labour,  but  poorer  by  what  it  consumes  in  it8  enjoyments.* 


*  U  »  porhjqM  worth  wIiJIp  to  dirvct  auciiUon  (o  aerpnil  ciraimMimcc* , 
whirli  t<i  n  i.!i-i1aiu  extent  tliminii)}!  llic  dctiimcnt  gauscd  to  tbc  gcnersl  treallh  by  > 
Ibc  )inii[i^liiy  ).>rin(livi(luali*,  or  niisc  up  a  compcnsatioD,  more  or  lew  Bmplc,u| 
■  ounstMiuciiM-  of  iho  dvtriincnl  ifwlT.     Onv  <)f  thrac  iii,  tint  x{M-nrlihrin(i  ilo  boll 
luiudlr  succeed  in  cnnHunun;;  nil  llirv  t^H'nd.     Thi-ir  habituul  larclcKHrKta  as  toJ 
esjwmiiture  cawws  ihem  lo  1*  oh''i»t*J  uitl  rotibed  on  all  ijoartPrSj  oftoji  by  pw-j 
«pii«  uf  fnipil  hiibtts.     Large  actnimulitlloni;  nm  (.-ontiTiually.niwte  l>7  ihf  M^<^t^I 
Kltrwiinls,  and  rrcii  tlnrneirtic  servaniA,  of  imptr>riili>tit  pi;rMiiM>  of  fommv;  Mi] 
tbcy  \ny  inwli  )iigbi.T  prici-s  for  alt  pun-faaimi  ihau  propio  of  oarcfnl   habiu, 
wlitcli  itccouftt*  fur  llicir  linnj^  popular  aa  cunlomunL     T'lcj"  arc,  tlicrplorc.  nctii- 
ally  nnc  ahk-  to  f-i-[  ruin  tliL-ii  |MiMti«*tiiiti  hihI  iU>)>irct)-  a  ijitanliiT'ft'woaUli  tirnuv 
inrwu)  tM|iiirutpnt  to  tlio  rurtiint.'  wliicli  llicy  «.lii»ipalc.     liycli  of  it  \»  xavnU 
trM»'J'em''l  I'j  uthttm,  tir  wlmin   n  jmrt  mii;t  I»c  savwi.      .\iiu<lirr  llimi;  to  ttc  i*-] 
aPTTttl   is.  tlial  Hk*  prmlij^lily  of  soiiii;  iimy  niJiiw  oltwrH  I'l  n  forL-ctl  i-i-onomy. . 
BappaHc  K  sudden  dccnaiKl  for  Aonic  artiolr  of  liiBUrr,  <niiM^l  by  \h^  capritv  ufa 
prodi^,  wlilch  tiol  IwriafT  bivti  calciilatH  on  iM-fun-hnnd,  litcre  iiM  Ih>c>ii  do  in-, 
*Tea«!  of  tbf  usual  supply.    Ihe  price  will  rise ;  and  may  riao  beyond  tbe  noonf  j 
(T  tbe  uir/iiwcfmu  of  fmae  oT  ibc  haltitual  <.'i<Lt:>iitn<.>n<,  who  tony  in  chmuriucoW  , 
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§  G.  To  return  to  otir  f'mnliuiiriittil  tlieorem.  Kvory-J 
tiling  wiiicli  io  iiTOdnocil  is  eorisiiiui,tl  ;  built  wliut  is  t^avet 
au'l  wliiit  in  t-ai<!  to  In;  spoilt  ;  and  the  I'urnior  'juiU.'  aai 
rin>i«1iv  as  the  lnttcr.  All  the  unliDArv  lbriui>  »f  iHU^iia^e 
tLiiJ  to  <li>giitgc  t-liis.  Wiieii  jieople  talk  of  the  ancieut 
■wrettltb  of  a  coiintrj,  of  riches  uilicntul  from  Hncestors,  and 
^iinilar  i*xpr(!s.''ions,  tht?  idea  sii^j^Ated  i»i,  tliat  tlic  riL'iics  60 
tmnt^uiictc'd  were  produced  long  ago,  &t  the  time  when  they 
aro  said  to  have  been  first  acquired,  and  that  uo  portion  of 
the  cujiital  of  the  oountrv  wa^  jtrodnccd  tliis  year,  except 
a&  much  as  may  liave  bccu  this  year  added  to  the  total 
aninunt.  'Hie  faet  ig  far  otlicrwiHc.  Tlie  ^cater  part,  iu 
value,  of  the  wealth  now  cxistinflf  in  En|;land  lias  Iieen  pro- 
duced by  hiirnan  hands  within  the  liLst  twelve  months.  A 
very  small  jtroportion  indeed  of  that  lai^  apjiire^ate  wa^  in 
exiHtenco  ten  years  a^ ; — of  the  present  prodnctive  capital 
of  tlio  country  Bcareely  any  part,  except  fann-hun£cs  and 

foicffo  Uieir  ocai-ittntocd  indutj^nce,  aud  save  llip  imounl.  If  tfapy  do  bol,  but 
«v>TilitiiH'  to  cijifntl  09  greuL  n  suUh-  ut>  lipforc  on  dio  cditimmlily,  Uio  dpalcn  fn 
it  (lynitiii,  lor  only  tlic  swni''  f|minliiv  vf  tlic  article,  m  retiini  incmiwij  liy  llw 
dlu'li'  <il'  ntul  liic-  iiiK-iiiitlirifl  liof-  paJil;  aiiil  llnin  IIk>  oiuoiuit  wlii>,'h  lin  \am,-jf  m 
ttniQf>iTT-il  tjuilily  uj  tW'in,  niiU  hut  he  ftililvtl  Ui  ihcir  capital ;  liis  incmtsed  pt-rv 
wiiol  cuiii>uiu|fUon  tmng  nuiili-  U)i  lir  Itie  [irixilionj  of  tbe  other  pitroliasi-nt,  wtm 
haro  fltKjuai>J  ler»  UuiD  usual  of  tbeir  acnuiomcd  pniiflcation  (or  the  ume 
«qiiin(»i]i.  (Hi  IIm^  frtlicr  luuid,  a  counter  process  muBt  be  goitif  on  Kmerberc, 
the  ptiKlif^l  iiiiHt  ItiTL*  ilimlni^H]  tiii>  iwrvbaHo)  la  wmc  otbvr  (|it&ner  to 
loe  ibo  au)ni>ontatl(m  in  this ;  he  liiu  pcrtinpH  i-ntled  hi  I'nnib' rmploywl  in 
nutainlfiff  iinulnctiro  talNinr,  nn<l  tlie  drnk-m  in  itiiti«i<sl>'iin'  ntiil  in  thv  ttwtru* 
lii^'Ui*  iif  pnuliK'itiin  liBt*.'  >uiil  cniiinHiilitie<4  (i-ft  iin  tlicir  haiidif,  or  liavc  nnviviM], 
Utr  (he  ivmal  ■niotirit  uf  comioodilief,  a  less  tliau  usual  nrtiim.  But  «ud)  kiSuBS. , 
of  inootuo  or  nt)>!ul,  hs  inilu-iriuutt  ptmom,  except  wh«n  of  exinordlnary 
UDouni,  AH-  ^i-itL-iiillr  maflf  up  hj  iocntasod  [rioctiiiif;  and  prirttKra;  m  that  tba 
ra|iiiii1  of  tlic  coRiritinif;  may  Dot  be,  od  the  wbolp,  impaired,  and  tlic  prodigal 
tnay  barr  liad  bia  wlf-inHitlftflnco  at  tbc  cipvcw  not  of  thv  pvrmuiK'nt  rctmurcw, 
bat  of  tbc  tfimponry  pl<>a»ure!i  and  comforu  af  otbenk  >'or  b  orcry  caw  tbc 
oDmtnunit;  arr  ixwirvr  by  witai  any  one  »p«Dfb>,  unlesa  otlun  arc  in  ooDwquettcf 
M  to  curtail  tlivir  fpvudin^.  Tbcro  are  yet  other  and  more  rccondili^  way^  In 
wliirh  lilt'  prnfiL-unii  of  potoe  may  bring  abont  its  coiiipcninlinn  in  tlic  rttra  mr- 
iii.  •-;   liitl  lbc*w  can  iinly  Ik' iiin«MiT«l  in  llinl  pari  of   1!m>  Fimrth 

bi  4-nl^  iif  Uif  litnilitig  pniM;i]ile  to  the  luX'uiouliUitiu  »t'  CA\iit»i. 
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raauufat-'toricH,  Hud  ii  few  ghips  hikI  iiinchiiifn ;  ami  even 
thtsf  woiilil  not  id  inofet  casw)  liavt?  Biirvivetl  (k>  lonp,  if  tK«ii 
laLonr  )iad  not  btren  eraplfvud  withiii  tliat  period  in  putting 
tlicnn  into  n^puir.  TIil*  IhimI  subi^istA,  and  the  land  h  uUnost 
th«  only  tliinu;  that  eubsists.  ETerythiiig  wliit-h  is  pniduccd 
periahce,  and  moat  things  ver_r  qniekly.  Mtwt  kindd  of 
capital  are  not  tittud  by  tbuir  naturu  to  be  lonu;  pruauvwl. 
Thoro  arc  a  few,  and  but  a  (nw  prodnctiona,  capable  of  a 
very  proloii^'d  exiHleutx;.  WtstuiJnBter  Abbey  has  lasted 
many  centuries,  witb  occoaional  repairs ;  unne  Gjreciaii 
sculptures  bavc  existed  above  two  tiiunsnud  years;  the 
Pyraniidsi  perliups  double  or  treble  tbiit  time.  But  these 
were  objects  devoted  to  unproductive  use.  If  we  except 
bridpw  and  aqueducts  (to  which  may  in  some  couiitriea  be 
added  tanks  and  enihankments),  there  are  few  instances 
of  any  edifice  applied  to  iudn^itriul  purposes  which  lias  been 
of  givat  duration  ;  such  buildiiijrft  do  not  hold  out  against 
wear  and  tear,  nor  is  it  good  economy  to  const  rn'*t  tliem  of 
the  solidity  necessary  for  pcrmanoncy.  Capital  is  kept  in 
exiftteneo  fnjni  a^e  to  a^^c  not  bv  prcjtprvatiun.  hut  by  pEE* 
I  j^tnal  reproduction  :  every  p;irt  of  it  is  used  anil  di-atroyed, 
generally  very  soon  after  it  is  produced,  but  tlinsu  who  con- 
sume it  are  employed  ineatnvliile  in  producing  more.  The 
tmwth  n\'  ejipital  '-J  >;uiMlr.r  ^t*  Hi.,  trrrmth  of  population. 
'.very  individual  wliu  la  hum.  dWi^^  but  in  each  vear  the 
numhtT  born  exi-ecfb  the  nunihcr  who  die:  the  population 
tlierefopc,  always  inrreasLii.  though  not  one  per&on  of  those 
eom]K>6in^  it  wns  alive  until  a  very  recent  date. 

§  7.  This  perjietual  ronsumjdion  and  reproduction  of 
capital  aflordd  the  explanation  of  wliat  has  so  often  excited 
wonder,  the  great  rai)idity  witli  which  countries  rocorer 
from  a  state  of  devastation ;  the  diwippenrnncc,  in  a  short 
time,  (tf  all  tmces  of  the  misehiefs  done  by  earthquakes, 
floods,  Inirrieanes,  and  the  ravages  of  war.  An  enemy  lays 
waivtc  a  country  by  tire  and  i^wnrd.  and  deati-oys  «)r  earn*'* 
away  nearly  all  tlie  moveable  wealth  cxiiiting  in  it :  all  the 
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bitatiU  mc  riiineil,  ami  yat  in  a  few  yciirs  utter,  ovcrv- 
tliin^jf  is  luuL'h  as  it  wud  buture.  Tbiii  e^ts  mtdtcatrix  nuturts 
Xxof.  liCL'U  u  8ul)JLK!t  ul' Btorlle  jbtt(.it)i»l)niutit,  or  has  bet:*!  ciltKl 
tti  exemplify  the  wondwfnl  Btrcugtii  of  the  principle  of 
?avin,^,  which  iraii  ii^iair  biicI)  enonjioua  loRSfs  in  bo  brief  an 
iutciTal.  There  ie  uothirig  at  all  wuuUerfiil  in  the  matter. 
What  tlie  cni^niy  have  <l(>(5t roved,  wouhl  Imve  been  do- 
fltroyed  in  a  little  time  by  the  iiibubilunis  tbeiiiselvus  ;  the 
wealth  which  they  60  rapi'lly  reproii  iice.  woultl  have  needed 
to  be  rejjroduced  and  wouhl  have  l)oen  ri;pr«Mlueod  in  any 
ease,  and  probably  in  as  short  a  time.  Xothiui?  is  changed, 
exirept  that  durinu:  tlie  re])nKluction  they  have  not  now  the 
advantage  ot'consnming  what  bad  been  produced  previous- 
ly. Tlie  pofwibility  of  a  ra[>id  repair  of  their  disasters, 
mainly  depcudB  on  whether  the  country  has  bcru  dcp^ipii- 
lated.  If  its  effective  population  have  not  been  extirpated 
at  the  time,  and  are  not  starve*!  aftcnvards ;  then,  with  t!io 
Muno  lildll  an(l  knowledge  wliicli  tticy  had  U^tbre.,  w  ith  their 
laud  and  its  permanent  improvumonts  nndcBtroywJ,  and  Iho 
more  durable  buildinp*  prtilmbly  uninipiiired,  ur  only  par- 
tially injured,  ihcy  have  nearly  all  the  requisites  for  llieir 
former  amonnt  of  prttdnction.  If  there  i&  aa  mncb  of  fimd 
left  to  tlicni,  or  of  valuables  to  bny  fbod^  aa  enables  them 
by  any  amuunt  of  privation  to  remain  alive  and  in  working 
cvmdition,  they  will  in  a  Bbort  time  have  raJKcd  as  great  a 
j'r<Kluee,  and  ac<jiiire»l  citUeolively  as  great  wealth  and  oa 
gn-at  a  capital,  as  befnre  ;  by  the  mere  itontinuatu'u  of  that 
(rtiliuary  amount  of  exertion  which  they  arc  accuBtnmcd  to 
employ  in  their  occnpatione.  Nor  doc»  this  evince  any 
ftreii^th  in  the  principle  of  saving,  in  the  p>pular  »cni^e  trf 
the  term,  stnee  what  takes  place  is  not  intentional  absti- 
ntoice,  but  involuntary  jirivation. 

Yet  so  fatal  is  the  halnt  nf  thlnkinc^  tlirougli  tlic  me- 
dium of  only  one  set  of  technical  phratsc*,  an<l  po  little 
rauou  have  studious  men  to  value  Lfaemselvet)  on  hcin^ 
ext'iiipt  froni  the  very  same  mental  intlnnities  which  beset 
tiu-'  vulvar,  tliat  iJiis  8imfilBV>xplanaliou  wa&  ntivev  ^Wsiu^^m 
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far  a&  1  am  aware)  by  aiiy  political  eeonnuiut  before  Dr. 
Ohalmcrs  ;  a  writer  ninny  of  Tvho>c  opininnti  I  think  crro- 
iiL-uiid,  but  whu  liate  ulwuyti  tlic  iiiL>rit  uf  fitudying  pli(JOiinu'na 
at  first  liand,  and  cxpre*.&ing  tlicm  in  a  lunjaniflge  of  bis  own, 
wbich  often  iincoven^  ai^pectB  uf  tJio  trntli  that  tlie  rei^ived 
pbrostt'Iogics  only  tend  to  bide. 

§  S.  Tbe  Banie  atitbor  carries  out  tliia  train  of  thought 
to  eoiue  iinportiint  conclusions  on  another  cluscly  cooDccled 
siibjiM^,  that  of  government  loaiiK  for  war  pur])Ooe»  or  other 
unproductive  expenditure.  These  loans,  being  <lrawD  fi-oni' 
capital  (in  lieu  of  taxes,  wliicb  ■would  generally  have  been 
paid  from  ineouie,  and  niaile  up  in  part  or  aiiogeiher  by  in- 
ereo&ed  economy)  mnst,  according  to  the  principles  we  have 
laid  down,  tend  to  iniptiverifth  the  country:  yet  the  yearB 
in  which  expenditure  of  this  sort  has  been  on  tbe  greatest 
scale,  have  often  been  years  of  great  apparent  proeperity ; 
the  wealth  and  resources  of  tbe  country,  inBtcatl  of  diuiin* 
ifihiag,  have  ^tvcn  e^  ery  fii^.'n  of  rajnd  increase  durinc;  tbe 
process,  and  of  greatly  expanded  dinienaion»  after  its  close. 
Tliis  wufi  confenaedly  tbe  case  witli  Great  Biitain  during  the 
last  long  Continental  war;  and  it  woidd  take  wmio  ?pace  to 
enumerate  all  the  unfounded  theories  in  political  economy, 
to  wliiqli  that  fact  gave  riee,  and  to  which  it  secured  tem- 
porary cicilcnce ;  almost  a]l  teudinjc  to  exalt  unproductive 
exi'enditnre,  at  the  exj^nw  of  produdive.  Without  enter- 
ing into  all  the  causes  which  operated,  and  which  vonunouly 
do  operate,  t(>  ]irevent  these  cxtraonlinary  drafts  on  tbc 
tfwluctivi^  n!>ourcfs  of  a  country  from  beinf:  wi  much  teU 
it  mio;ht  eecm  reasonable  to  expect,  we  will  snjipofic  the 
TnoBt  nufavourable  case  i>ossiblo :  that  the  whole  amount  bor- 
rowed and  dcstmycd  by  the  government,  was  abstracted  by 
tlie  lender  from  n  productive  employment  in  which  it  bad 
actually  In-in  invcated.  Tlie  capital,  thercforn,  of  the  conn- 
try,  h  this  year  diminijihe<1  by  so  mueli.  Hut  uidestt  the 
amount  abFtrarted  is  wimelhiitg  enormous,  there  is  no  reason 
in  the  naliirc  of  the  case  why  ncfiftycar  the  national  capital 
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Mil'J  Hut  Uu  :i!!i  j;rciil  us  ever.  The  loan  cannot  havo  been 
icn  imm  that  portion  of  the  ea|>it»I  of  tlw  country  wlneli 
coniufttfi  of  tools,  mai'hinery,  and  biuldinj^s.  It  iiiust  liaVe 
htniix  wholly  drawu  fioiu  llif  portion  i-niploT»ti  in  puyinj; 
labourers:  and  tho  lnbonriTs  will  HullVir  lu'ijoixiingly.  lint 
if  none  of  thrm  arc  fitarvcd ;  if  their  wagea  can  bear  sucli 
an  ntnonnt  of  roUuction,  or  if  churity  intuqiofies  between 
tU<:ni  ixtnl  ijieinhite  <ks»litutiun.,  thei-u  [a  no  rcabun  that  their 
labour  should  produce  loss  in  the  next  year  tlian  in  the  year 
before.  If  tlioy  pr(«ineo  iis  ninch  aa  uwiul.  havlnfj;  h<ien 
paid  less  by  so  many  millions  tjtoiliiijf,  these  millions  am 
piiiined  by  their  employers.  Tlit;  breiu-Ji  niude  iu  tho  cupilal 
(»f  the  uiuntry  irf  thus  infetantly  i-ojiaired,  but  rcpaii-ed  by 
llie  privations  and  olteii  the  real  misery  of  the  labouring 
chxAs.  Hi-re  h  ample  reason  why  sueh  periods,  even  in  tho 
moftt  unfavourable  cireumstaucee,  may  easily  bo  times  .of 
great  gain  to  those  whose  pro!^j)t*nty  u&nally  passes,  in  tho 
e?timatiun  of  soeiety,  fur  imliooal  pn>Aperity.* 


•  On  thr  (HhvT  liaiwi.  il  mti-it  U'  r'inciti)K-nMl  llui  war  alHtmcU  from  pniduc- 
livr  ctnplojfrH'Hl  imt  nnlj-  tnpilAl,  Imt  likcwiw  InliDiirrrH;  tlmt  iho  (wuibi  with- 
ilntwii  IniiiJ  tliv  ri-tutiinrutiiui  iil'  priHliu-livi-!  lutH>iin.-nt  an.'  (varlly  I'tniildvwl  in 
|«rint>  Uir  nsnir  iir  nUii^i-  hiiliviiluitlfl  Titr  urtirudui-tivcf  lalioiir:  uiiil  Ui«l  tiy  lliin 
portiuii  of  it«  ipf&H*tB«  WILT  ripi'mliUire  ncbi  in  {irmwlj  llw  oiiihuIU'  lumiiiiT  U* 
HuS  wltiuti  Dr.  OliAlmoni  points  oiit,  imd,  so  for  u  it  gocfl,  directly  caimtemcu 
Uhr  rfTiiOU  dt*crib«<l  in  (h«  Itxt.  So  fur  m  UlMXirfra  ar«  laVua  Truu  pnxliiottim 
M  nmn  ibi*  iiriiiT  and  tMvy.  th«  Inbonrinx  rbutwii  «r«  not  (Iuiiiun>ii,  H»>  cAfitlalUu 
kK  mot  Iwocfltcil,  nw\  llic  general  pixxluci?  at  the  coaniry  it  diniininhrd,  by  wnr 
CXIM>niliuirr.  Ai-«>ri)iik);lr,  Ur.  Vhatmrn'*  dovtrinc,  thou)^  true  o(  tlita  «'oan(rT, 
b  whnlly  uu[i|klii-ii)ilo  In  iiiuutm-H  <iilti*n-ii(ly  i-irciiiiiHUirKtil :  lu  Fnuii.1',  for  fi- 
ani[ilv,  iltiriii);  llif  S'ltpoleon  irnrs.  Al  tlint  iicriud  (he  ihviuglitoii  llir  laiiouriit); 
(MjiuLaiun  of  Fiiinc<>,  for  ii  lon^  m^tIm  uf  ttoik,  not  cnoniiaii>,  whili-  llie  fumls 
vblcb  Aif (Hirtcd  (li«  wai  wont  mniolt  suprJiCKl  by  coiiti-ihiiUoiiti  Ivfici]  on  Ui« 
nwnlmw  ovDrrnn  1)5  (he  Kr**n«'li  arniB,  a  very  minll  proportion  alone  (^ui^i^MtiK 
of  Frmeh  oipitaL  In  Kniiicc,  occvnliniily,  iIk  vvgoa  of  biliour  t)i>l  not  fnU,  lint 
MM;  U>c  MDployont  of  Ikboor  wore  Dot  booeStcd,  but  injured  ;  while  ttri>  w<>altK 
uTtbv  ooantry  wait  impaired  Uy  tlic  8(ui|Kriisi<>u  or  lot&l  \i>m  uj'  ho  Ya«t  an  wiiount 
uT  In  pmtacliw  lil^our.  In  KntHiind  nil  ll>b«  wuii  TvroTW<t.  EnKfuid  omplored 
COOifNUatlvolj  fi^v  ndiliriittial  snlrllcm  mid  wiors  of  iirr  omi,  nliilr  tt)u-  divcncd 
litit(iJtv*U  !>''  ittillioiLi  itf  i-d|)itd1  fiuiu  priMlui-livv  oiitployttK-nt,  t4i  Tai|>ply  iimiiitiriiut 
nf  tnr  atiil  uijipoil  aiiuitai  lur  lici  CoiiUiiotil«J  ■illii-.'i.     CtiiisLt^iieullj^iM  ftltuicn 


'Jliirt  k'ft(l»  to  tlio  vexed  question  to  whieli  Dr.  Chalmers 
hiu  vury  particuiiiii}'  nilvcrtcd  ;  \vhetlii.r  tlie  (imUfi  ivquii-cd 
by  a  government  tV>r  extruurdinary  iinpnxluctivu  exjioiidi- 
tiire,  are  1k.*sI  miscd  by  Itiane,  thu  interest  only  being  pro- 
vided by  taxt'S^  or  wIioIIkt  taxes  should  ha  at  onc«  laid  on 
to  the  whole  amouut ;  which  ifi  eallenl  in  the  linaueial  vocab- 
ulary. rnifin«^  the  wholu  of  tJie  tiiijtplics  within  ihe  year. 
Dr.  Clmhiierd  is  btrongly  ttir  the  latter  metU<»d.  Uc  says, 
the  (.-ommon  notion  i&  th:tt  iu  calling  for  the  whole  amount 
in  one  year,  yon  requiro  what  is  either  imposaihle,  or  very 
inconvenient ;  lliat  the  people  cannot,  wilhuut  great  hai'd- 
ship,  pay  the  wliole  at  once  out  of  their  yearly  iiu-onie ;  and 
that  it  ifl  much  better  to  re<|uire  of  them  a  small  payment 
every  year  in  tlie  slmi>c  of  interest,  than  bo  j^reat  a  siicri- 
iieo  onee  for  all.  To  wliich  Inn  answer  is,  tliat  the  ttaerilice 
is  uiade  equally  in  elthei*  case.  Whatever  is  6{H!nt,  cannot 
hut  he  drawn  from  yearly  income.  Tlie  whole  and  every 
part  of  the  wealth  produced  in  the  country,  forms,  or  helps 
to  form,  the  yearly  iTicoino  of  somebody.  Tlio  privation 
which  it  is  pupposed  must  result  from  takinjo;  the  atnount  iu 
the  shape  of  taxes,  is  not  avoided  by  takin<^  it  in  a  loan. 
Tlic  fiuileriu^  is  not  averted,  but  only  thrown  upon  the 
labouring  oiiiftecs,  the  least  able,  and  who  least  ought,  to 
bear  it :  while  all  the  inconvenieticcs,  jdiysical,  moral,  and 
political,  jtrodnccil  l»y  maintaininji:  taxes  i'or  the  [KTijetaal 
payment  of  the  interest,  are  incurre*!  in  pure  lues.     When- 


ever ca])itftl  is  wilhtlrawn  from  pifubicricn,  or  from  thcfimd 
destined  tor  pi'oducfion.lto  be  lent  to  the  Statij  and  expenditl 
unnro<luctivelv,  that  whole  Bum  is  withheld  from  the 
labouring;  idagses :  the  loan,  therefore*  is  in  truth  paid  c*ff 
the  hame  year  ;  the  whole  of  the  Bacrifice  necessary  for  pay- 
ing it  off  is  actually  made:  only  it  is  paid  to  the  wrong 
]>ei*Pone,  and  therefore  docs  not  cxtinj^'i^b  the  claim  ;  and 
paid  by  the  very  worst  «>f  taxes,  a  lax  exclusively  on  the  la- 
bourinp  class.    And  after  having,  in  this  m<JKt  painful  and 

in  the  text,  Iht  UtKiiirL'iv  RiiflerMl,  livr  riipitaluts  pruHjten>l,  and  Iwr  punDanetil 
pnntuetivv  rtAtwrWi  ilii)  iirit  fgll  nfl*. 
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unjus!  «f  wayss  gone  tlirongh  tliu  wliolc  effort  necpssflry  for 
exti  Mini  is)  ling  tUe  ilcht,  the  country  reinaiwB  elmrgeU  with 
it,  uiid  with  tliu  puyittuut  of  Ua  iiittTetiL  in  |MM'[H.'ti)ity. 

Xiicae  views  a|>[ieai'  to  mo  ntHc-tly  jiii»t,  in  6o  far  as  tho 
ralnc  nhaurbud  in  htaui^  would  uIIiltwIi^c  linvc  huen  eni- 
j>loyi'il  iu  productive  iuJuelry  within  ttie  ctountry.  Tlio 
prtti-ticttl  stale  of  the  case,  however,  seldom  exactly  com^ 
gjiouds  witli  thi^  :^u]>|iu>iitii)n.  TIic  lo:inti  of  the  les»  wealtliy 
cotutlrics  urc  madu  ehittiy  witli  foreign  i-apit:d,  which 
would  not,  perlm]ti^  have  heen  bronght  in  to  be  invested  on 
any  lesa  t<eeurity  than  that  of  the  jioveniment :  while  those 
of  rich  and  i)ros]tcrou3  conntrlus  are  generally  made,  not 
with  funds  withdrawn  IVoni  prtxlnetire  cniphtynient,  but 
with  tlio  new  accumulations  constantly  making  frrmi  in- 
co(n(^  and  uftun  with  a  part  of  tltcm  which,  if  not  so  taken, 
would  have  niip-ateil  to  colonies,  or  souplit  other  invc^t- 
tnents  abmad.  Iji  these  cases  (which  will  he  raoit;  parlicu- 
Inrly  examined  hereafter*),  the-  f^nni  wanted  n)ay  be  ohraine*! 
by  loan  without  delrinieut  to  the  lHb4)urcrt4.  or  derangement 
of  the  national  industry,  and  even  periiapB  Mritli  an  advan- 
to  both,  in  coni])ai'i»on  willi  niising  the  amount  by 
tiou,  8ince  taxes,  esi»cciuily  when  heavy,  are  almost 
always  partly  paid  at  the  expense  of  what  wonhl  otherwiRe 
!iave  been  savt'd  and  ad<led  to  capital.  Uesides,  in  a  coun- 
try wliicli  uuikcA  &o  groat  yearly  additions  to  its  wealtli  that 
a  part  can  bft  t&ken  and  expeude<l  unproduetlvely  without 
diniinishing  capital,  or  even  preventing  a  conijiderable  in- 
crcaw,  it  is  evident  that  even  if  the  whole  of  what  is*  60 
taken  would  have  become  capital,  and  obtained  employ- 
ment in  tho  country',  the  effect  on  the  lalmiirin^  clatwus  irt 
fur  lesef  prejudicial,  and  the  ease  a^iust  the  loan  system 
tnncb  hea  strong,  ttuin  in  tho  case  tirst  supposed.  This 
brief  anticipation  of  a  discup-sion  which  will  find  it*;  proper 
place  elsewhere,  apjK'ared  ufcctisary  to  prevent  false  infrr- 
enceft  from  the  premises  previously  laiil  down. 
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§  9.     Wc  now  pass  to  a  fourth  fiuulauieiilal  thcot 
rcs|Ki(-'ting  Capital,  wUicIi  is,  }>erhHp8,  oftcner  overUM>k« 
ov  miiiconeoivcd   than  even  auy  of  the  foregoing.     Wha^ 
t^upports  aud   eiii[th)VB   pro()iii;tive   Inijuiir.  in   the   caplli 
cxpL'iuliHl  in  acttlu^  it  tu  work,  aud  uul  titt:  thiinaiid,  jjl,'  pur- 
chasers  for   th*:   pnxlui'e    itl'  thf  laliour  whun  conipletyH] 
Demand   for  eiuiiinoditice  is  not  demand  fur  laUunr.     TIU 
demand  for  conituoditics    detcrmiitcs  iu  what   partiirul 
branch  tlii:  production  of  labour  antl  capital,  sliall  be  ei 
pUiyed  ;  it  dctermincii  the  t.Ilr*:ctioii  oT  tiic  hibuiir ;  but  n< 
y^i\ie  more  or  ledd  of  the  laboui*  itself,  or  of  the  maintenance 
or  payment  of  the  labour.     That  depends  on  the  amount  ol 
tlie   capital,  or  other   fiin<1s  tlircetl)'  dcvuti;d  tu  tlic  £t 
tcnanec  aud  reuuinemtion  of  labour. 

Suppose,  for  instance,  that  tliere  \a  a  demand  for  velvcl 
a  fund  ready  to  be  laid  out  in  buying  velvet,  but  no  capital 
to  Ciitablish  the  maiiufaeture.  It  in  uf  no  CDUStquenee  how 
gn^at  the  denmnd  may  be ;  unless  capital  is  atrraetod  int 
tiie  mieupiition,  thin-e  will  be  no  velvet  made,  and  ciins 
qncntly  none  bought ;  unless  indeed,  the  desire  of  llM 
intending  purehaser  for  jt  is  so  strong,  that  he  employs  part 
of  the  [iriee  he  would  have  paid  Cor  it,  in  uuiking  advanci 
to  work-people,  that  they  may  employ  tbuniR^lve*  iu  niakirij 
velvet;  that  is,  uidufis  he  eouverts  part  of  his  Income  iiil 
cai>iriil,  ami  invests  that  eapilal  in  fhe  mannfacture.  Lc 
UK  now  rcveriic  iho  hypot.h<'.<is,  and  suppose  that  there 
plenty  of  capital  ready  for  making  velvet,  but  uo  duniant 
VelvHt  will  not  bit  inude  ;  but  there  is  no  particular  prefei 
enee  on  lUe  part  of  capital  for  making  velvet.  MiLuufo 
tnrors  and  their  labuurers  do  not  ]in.iduce  for  the  plo-a«ui 
of  their  customers,  but  for  the  supply  4if  their  own  wani 
and  having  still  the  capital  and  tlie  lai>our  which  are  tliil 
erisonliaU  of  production,  they  can  either  produce  soroetliing 
elsu  which  la  iu  demand,  or  if  llicru  be  nu  other  deumu< 
they  tliemselves  have  one,  and  can  pn>ducc  the  thin 
which  Ihey  want  furlheirown  eoii»uuiption.  So  that 
omplojrnwnt  afforded  to  labour  does  not  depend  on  thopi 
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cliasers,  but  un  the  capital.  1  am,  of  cour»e,  not  taking  into 
con&iUtTstiuu  tlic  ell't^rtii  of  it  t^iiddcn  clitut,:;!!.  If  Ihu  iliMiiand 
ceases  uiicxpL-ctoily,  atWr  tlic  couiniodity  to  t^upply  it  is 
ulrcadj*  ^trodiK't>d,  this  iiitiT>diHH»  a  dift'enmt  etenivnt  into 
tbo  ijtK'.'^liua :  (lie-  <'apital  has  ai'tuully  been  consumixl  in 
lirotJucing  Foinetliinif  wliivh  nobody  want;?  or  U!rt.«i,  nnd  it 
liUji  therefore  {wriahud,  nnd  IIh}  (^luployniunt  wliiuli  it.  gavu 
to  labour  U  fit  iin  end,  not  K-trftuse  tlioru  is  no  longer  a 
demand,  but  Itecause  there  is  no  longer  a  capital.  This  ca£it 
therefore  does  not  test  tlio  prim;i]>le.  The  proper  lest  is.  to 
ftnp]»0!ic  that  tliu  eliunge  is  gradmd  and  foreseen,  and  iu 
attended  with  no  wa>itu  uf  enpital,  the  inauiirnetiiru  being 
disoODtiniied  by  merely  not  rejilacin^  the  machinery  as  it 
wuars  out,  and  not  rcinvcstiui;  the  inimey  ub  it  rctinea  in 
from  the  sale  of  the  produce.  Tliu  capital  i»  thus  ready  fur 
a  new  emplnyment,  in  whirh  it  will  maintain  as  much 
hibonr  ns  K'foro.  TIio  innntit'actnrer  Hit*i  his  wi>rlc-peopIe 
lose  thu  benelit  of  the  filull  and  kuowkvliiv  which  they  iiad 
acqnirc-d  in  the  particular  bimineg«,  and  wliiob  can  only  be 
Hfitotially  of  use  to  them  in  any  other;  and  that  h  tlic 
^TOwnrat  of  loss  to  tlie  eoramtmity  by  llie  change.  But  the 
Ubnurers  can  Plill  work,  and  the  capital  which  previnnsly 
employed  tliem  will,  either  in  (he  same  hands,  or  by  beiu^ 
lent  tM  iitherrt.  employ  either  tliow  lalxmrers  or  an  eqniva- 
l«il  ntimfier  in  .suuie  other  (n-cupatiou. 
'  This  Uieorem,  that  to  purelinsc  prodticc  is  not  to  employ 
Inliour;  that  the  demand  ff>r  labnur  h  ctmstitutwl  by  the 
w»j^"s  which  pn-cedc  tJie  pnxluction,  and  not  by  the  deniiiud 
wideh  may  exist  for  the  commodities  resnltinpr  from  the  pro- 
duction ;  in  a  proposition  whit-li  ^^iitly  nectlft  all  the  illus- 
tration it  can  receive.  It  is,  to  common  apprehension,  a 
panulox  ;  an*!  oven  among  |Kpliticul  ctKiuomittg  of  reputa- 
tion, I  can  hardly  pnint  to  any.  except  Mr.  Ricardo  and  1 
II.  Say,  who  liave  kept  it  roa.^tanlIy  and  steadily  in  view.  ^ 
Almnnt  all  others  oci^asionally  express  ttiemoelres  as  if  a  ' 
])CKou  who  buys  eounn(Klilie*i,  the  produce  of  labour,  was 
employer  of  labour,  and  created  a  dtmaud  for  W  w*  tvaWj  ^ 
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diid  in.  the  fianio  st-nscs  an  it'  In*  honglil  tlic  labour  itsulf 
directly,  by  tlie  jjayinent  of  ivuges.  It  is  no  wouder  tlmt 
potilicul  ceonuniy  mlvancfti  t^luwlj,  when  siifli  a  qii(#t.ton  oa 
this  still  remains  open  at  its  very  tbrcshoW.  1  a}iprehL-nd, 
that  if  by  deiiittiid  fur  labour  bu  meant  the  detaand  by 
which  wa^eij  are  ruited,  or  tlie  miniber  of  bibourers  iuem- 
pluyment  increased,  demand  for  commodities  does  not  con- 
stitute demand  for  labour.  I  conceive  tlmt  a  perwin  who 
buys  commodities  and  couijumes  tliem  him&elf,  does  nu  gotxl 
to  the  lalKniiiug  clai^es ;  and  tbut  it  is  only  by  wliat  be 
altstains  from  consuiuiug,  and  expends  in  direct  paytnmts 
to  laliDiir.tra  in  exehaiitro  for  labour,  that  he  bonelits  tlie 
lutmurin^  tlan.^,  or  adds  anything  to  the  urnount  of  tJieir 
©mi>loymcnt. 

For  the  better  iUu&tration  of  tbe  principle,  let  ua  put  ibo 
following  case.  A  consumer  may  expend  bis  income  cither 
in  buying  service*,  or  eontmodities.  IJi'  may  en)]>h>y  part 
of  it  ill  hiring  jonrncymen  bric-klaycrs  to  build  a  hout^e,  or 
excavators  to  dig  artificial  lakes,  or  labonrcre  to  mnke  plan- 
taliona  and  lay  out  plca.'^ure  grounds  ;  or,  iiialead  of  (hie,  he 
may  expeiul  the  Bame  value  in  buying  velvet  and  lace.  Tlie 
quetitiun  i»,  wbetht-r  the  <lit!V>rence  between  these  two  modes 
of  expending  his  income  affectii  tbe  interest  of  the  labouring 
cbisses.  It  16  plain  tlmt  in  the  fimt  of  the  two  ca».'S  he  em- 
ployB  labourers,  who  will  lie  out  of  euipluymeuf,  or  at  Icu^t 
out  of  that  cmployuientf  in  tlie  opposite  cn&e.  But  those 
fmm  whom  1  differ  say  that  this  is  of  no  r.tmscquen^ft!, 
bocaiu>e  in  buying  velvet  and  lace  lie  equally  employs 
lahourei-B,  namely,  those  who  inake  the  velvet  and  lace. 
I  contend,  however,  that  in  lUis  hiPt  ease  he  does  not  employ 
labourcrfl ;  but  nierely  dwides  in  what  kind  of  work  nome 
otliui'  person  Bhidl  employ  them.  The  consumer  docft  not 
with  his  own  funds  pay  to  thewea\ers  uiid  laeemaVei-ft  their 
day's  wages.  He  buys  the  finished  commodity,  which  baa 
1>eon  produced  by  labour  and  capital,  the  labour  not  being 
]>aid  nor  the  capital  furuitJbed  by  him,  but  by  tbe  inanufac- 
turer.     i^uppo»c  that  he  had  been  iu  the  habit  of  exj^euding 
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tills  |>ortiiin  uf  liis  Ineonic  in  litring  journeymen  brieklnycrs, 
urhii  luid  mil  tlie  ainotiiit  uf  llieir  WBgei>  in  food  and  cloth tiijj;, 
\^-hir]i  wure  also  pruducud  by  labour  and  capital.  JIo, 
bowev-er,  determines  to  prefer  velvet,  for  which  he  tbiiB 
rcntoN  an  t^xtra  deinaud.    Tliis  deuiaud  caunot  be  gutistied 

itiiotit  uii  extra  supply,  nor  can  the  supply  be  produced 
without  an  extra  (;apitiJ:  where,  tben^  is  the  capitiU  to  come 
from  i  There  is  nothing  in  the  consumers  chan;jjc  of  pur- 
pose whicli  makca  (he  capital  of  the  (wnntry  greater  than  it 
otherwise  was.  It  appears,  then,  tliat  the  increased  demand. 
fijr  velvet  conld  not  for  the  present  be  6M|iplied,  were  it  not 
iJmt  the  very  eireiiniatanco  which  gave  rise  to  it  has  tiet  at 
liberty  a  capital  of  the  exact  amount  required.  The  very 
Bnm  which  tlie  consumer  now  cntployb  in  buying  velvet, 
formerly  passed  into  the  bauds  of  journeymen  bricklayers, 
who  expended  it  in  food  and  nece^aries,  which  they  now 
either  go  without,  or  Bqui^^zc  by  tlieir  c(>in))etitionf  from  tlio 
eharcs  of  otiier  labourers.  The  labour  and  capital,  tlien;- 
fore,  which   formerly  produced  necessaries  for  the  use  of 

icse  bricklayers,  arc  deprived  of  their  market,  and  must 
•Ic  out  for  other  enipl<>ymont ;  and  they  find  it  in  making 
velvet  for  the  new  demand.  1  do  not  niean  that  the  very 
»ame  labour  and  capital  wliich  produced  the  neoessarieft  tnm 
tiiemfrclvc*  to  producing  the  velvet ;  but,  in  soine  one  or 
other  of  a  hundred  modes,  tliey  take  the  place  of  tEiat  whidi 
tioea.  Tliere  waa  capital  in  existence  to  do  one  of  tlie  two 
things — to  make  tlie  vet%'et.  or  to  pniduce  necessaries  for  llic 
jounicynien  bricklayers ;  bnt  not  to  do  both.  It  was  at  tlie 
option  of  the  consumer  which  of  the  two  should  happen ; 
and  if  he  c!io«ises  the  velvet,  they  go  without  the  necea- 
earics. 

Por  further  illiiBtration,  let  ns  suppose  the  same  case 
reversed.  Tlie  eonsnnier  lias  been  aeeiirttomed  to  buy  vel- 
vet, but  resolves  to  discontinue  that  expense,  and  to  emphiy 
the  samo  annual  snin  in  hiring  bricklayers.  If  the  er)mmon 
opinion  l»e  correct,  this  change  in  the  mode  nf  \m  expendi- 
ture giv€»  no  addition.il  eniiiloymenl  to  Vft\iowc,Wl  w^-^ 
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IriiriMfers  eiiiploymcnt  from  vclvot-maltera  to  brictlaveni. 
Oil  <-li>i4(,>r  inspitrtioii,  Iiowovur,  it,  will  lie  flot'ii  that  llic;ro  i», 
uii  increase  ol"  tht-  total  sum  applied  tn  the  rcniiuieratiou  of 
labour.     The  vflvet  tntuiufHclurei',  Mip{H)8iiig  him  aware  o: 
the  i:limini4icO  dciijiiml  t'ur  his  euinmoiiitv.  dinjinif^hes  th 
^innliiclitiri,  Hiul  sets  at  liberty  a  funvs^poiniini;  |H>rti<m  (»f 
the  capital  etuploycil  in  the  munut'ftctnre.    Tliis  capital, 
thus  withdrawn  froiri  the  inaintt-nanee  of  vtilvet-iiiaktTs,  ifli 
not  till'  sunn?  t'nuJ  with  that  which  the  ciistuuiKr  eniphiya  i 
maintoiiung  brieklayers;  it  ift  a  Mcond  fuud.    There  ara 
therefore  two  iun<l8  to  bo  omployiHl  in  the  inninteniinee  nn 
remuneration  uf  labour,  wliere  before  theru  was  only  on' 
There  is  not  a  ti-ansfer  of  emphiynient  from  velvet-makers  ia 
briclilnyers;  there  is  a  new  employment  created  for  brick-j 
liiyci's,  and  a  transfer  of  enipIo\-ment  from  velvet-makers  t 
Some  other  labourt»rs,  nuwt  prolmbly  those  who  produce  tJial 
food  and  other  things  which  the  brieklayere  consume. 

it  may,  no  Ooubt,  be  said,  that  though  the  money  laid] 
out  ill  buying;  velvet  is  not  an  aihlition  to  capital,  it  midaees' 
a  capital ;  that  though  it  docs  not  create  a  new  demand  for 
labour,  it  is  the  iieeeaBaiy  means  of  enabling  the  existing^ 
demand  to  be  kept  up.    The  funde  (it  may  be  said)  uf  tin 
mnnufactnrer.  while  lockefi  up  in  velvet,  cannot  be  directb 
applied  to  the  iiiaintenaiK--L'  of  labour ;  they  do  not  bei^in  Ut\ 
constitute  a  demand  lor  labour  iinril  the  velvet  la  sold,  mh 
the  capital  wbicli  nia<le  tt  replaced  from  the  outlay  of  till 
purchaser;  and  thus,  it  may  be  stud,  tbu  velvet-maker  und' 
the  velvet-buyer  have  not  two  capit^U,  but  only  one  cnpiljilj 
between  ihem,  which  by  the  act  of  puirhafic  the  buyi 
tranKt'tTB  to  tln'maiiutiietitrer,  and  if  instead  of  buying  velvet] 
he  buys  labour,  he  s)rii]>ly  transfers  tliis  capital  elsL'wherOti 
extin;];iuflhing  aa  mneli  demand  for  labour  in  one  ipinrter  ai{ 

creates  in  nnolber. 

Tlte  premises  of  Ibis  nrpmncnt  are  not  denii?d.  To  sot 
free  a  ca]iital  which  would  ntlierwiso  be  locked  up  in  a  forn 
useless  for  the  6iip]>ort  of  labour,  is,  tio  doubt,  the  iiaiuf 
thing  to  the  interests  of  labourera  as  the  creation  of  a  m 
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)itftl.     It  is  jjcrt'ecily  irnu  that  if  I  expend  1000^  in  buy 


I  I'liubic  th 


■  fitn 


inanwlActiu-ur  to  omi>luy  lUOW/.  in 
tlie  nmiulc'imiire  of  luhoiir,  uiiitili  ctiuld  not  have  bt'eii  eo 
om|il(iyciJ  wbile  tiic  velvet  reuriaiiiL'rl  ntisold :  niid  If  it 
would  liavc  reiiiiiint'd  iin^iid  far  uvcr  imli^iK  I  biinght  it, 
tlion  by  cbniiginf;  my  purpose,  »nd  hiring  briuklayfrfl 
iuM«ad,  I  uiidoubt.i?<]ly  tTL'iite  no  lU'w  deiuitiid  for  labour: 
or  vrliilo  I  employ  llh>u/.  in  hiring  labour  on  the  one  han<l, 
I  aimihilatu  for  ever  lOUO/.  of  the  velvet-maker  a  i-ajtital  on 
the  other.  But  this  iacontbunding  the  etftots  arising  from 
til e  more  gnddeniies.4  of  a  ebanye  with  the  elTects  of  the 
change  it^tf.  Il"  when  the  buyer  ceaswl  to  p«n.linB«,_Uie 
capita]  employed  in  making  velvet  for  liis  niut  nei*e»;anly 
jK'rished,  then  hi:>  e.xpeudiiig'  the  E'arne  anioiiiit  in  hiring; 
brieklayers  wouhi  be  no  creation,  but  merely  a  transfer,  of 
empluvnient.  The  inerensetl  employment  which  I  contend 
is  given  to  labour,  would  not  be  given  nidcss  the  capital  of 
the  vel vet-maker  ^ot(W  be  liberated,  and  would  not  be  ^ven 
nutil  it  uwr  liberated.  Hut  every  one  knows  tliat  tlie  napl- 
tal  Jnveslofl  in  an  employment  can  be  withdrawn  from  it,  if 
suflieiiiTit  time  be  alh)wed.  If  Llie  velvet-maker  bad  piv- 
vions  notice,  by  not  receiving  the  nfmal  order,  he  will  have 
prodnoed  lOM/.  h*«  velvet,  and  an  equivalent  portion  of  hif> 
eapitttl  Mill  huvr-  btfvn  alrea<ly  set  free.  If  he  had  no  pro* 
viouft  notice,  and  the  article  eon*equentIy  n'mainR  on  hift 
liacda,  the  inereaae  of  htrt  stock  will  induee  Iiim  next  year  to 
Btwpcnd  or  diminif^h  bis  produetion  until  the  Rurjilui*  in  ear- 
riinl  off.  When  this  )>roee8«  is  eom|>Iete,  the  manufacturcr 
will  find  himself  as  rieh  as  before,  with  imdiminishcd  power 
of  employing  labour  in  general,  thcMijjli  a  portion  of  his 
capital  will  now  he  employed  in  mrtintatning  some  other 
kind  <if  it.  Until  this  adjtirftmeut  has  taken  plaee,  tho  do* 
iiumil  for  hLboiir  will  he  trit'rely  cbaiiiL^-d.  not  inertra^'d  :  but 
as  MNiii  a.«  it  has  taken  place.  Ihe  demand  for  hibour  ip  in- 
enwaod.  Where  there  waa  formerly  <mly  one  capital  cm- 
ploycl  in  muititaininij;  weavers  to  make  l(HK)/.  worth  of 
velvet,  tlien'  i*  now  tJiafc  sjmie  ctipitid  etny\o)ei,\m\iv.i\s!\wi^ 
ttamethfnjg'  c/«v  «"*/  lOiW.  di.«ti-ibnt«l   nmm\«  \inv\s.\«^wft 
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bcdidcii.    TLere  ure  now  Iwy  cupittilfi  tnipluyud  in  rctni 
tn'-raliiig  two  Botft  of  lubouin-a ;  wliilc  bulorCf  oiiu  of  iiwt 
ea{)itul)),  that  of  the  eustomer,  only  served  ae  a  wheel  in 
innchiiiory  liy  which  tht:  iiLher  i-apital,  tluit  uf  the  iiiutait'at 
tuixT,  carrici  on  ita  einploymertt  of  labour  from  year  to  yuai 
Tlie  pi'oposiliitn  for  whlrli  1  uiii  conttiiulinir  \»  tii  n^ulit 
cquivaltnt  to   the  following,  which  to  some  minds  will 
appear  a  truism.  thou;^h  to  uthura  it  is  a  parailnx :  that  a 
jHTKoii  dot's  j£Oinl  to  labourers,  not  by  what  he  coubuuicfi  on 
himeclf,  but  solely  what  he  does  not  so  uonsuiue.    If  inst( 
nf  layini;  ont  100^.  in  wine  or  nilk,  I  txpoiui  it  in  wa^8 
in  alms,  Uic  dcnuuid  for  connuoditica  ia  prociscly  e<^ual  ii 
1h>i1i  cast'R :  in  the  one,  it  i»  a  demand  for  IDO/.  worth 
wine  or  silk,  in  tiie  other,  for  the  same  value  of  bread.  Wet 
labonrors*  flothinp, fuel,  and  indulgences;  bnt  the  labourei 
of  thu  community  have  in  the  latter  cade  the  value  of  lOOl 
more  oi'  the  produce  of  tlie  eomninnity  distributed  amonj 
titem.     I  have  consumed  that  much  less,  and  made  over  mj 
eougnminj;  power  to  tliem.     If  it  were  not  so,  my  havii 
consumed  Icsa  wonhl  not  leave  more  to  be  e<msumed  hi 
olhera ;    whi(;li  is  a  mauifcift  con  trad  iet  ion.     AVhen  leas 
not  produced,  what  one  person  forbears  to  eonsume  is  ueei 
8wily  aildetl  to  tlie  sJiare  of  those  to  whom  he  transfers  hi 
power  of  purchase.     In  the  case  supposed  I  do  not  net-' 
sarily  consimic  less  ultimately,  since  the  laboiirci-s  whom 
])Hy  may  build  a  house  for  me,  or  make  snmt>tltli)<;  olso  fu 
jny  future  consumption.     Cut  I  have  at  all  events  piwt 
poued  my  consumption,  and  have  turned  over  part  of  mj 
share  of  the  present  produce  of  tlie  community  to  till 
labourers.     If  after  an  intcr\'ul  I  am  indeninitied.  it  is  not* 
fi'om  the  cxi.stliig  pnMhu^e,  bnt  from  a  siib.-4e((uent  aildition 
made  to  it.     I  have  therefore  left  more  of  the  cxislii 
prcntnce  to  be  cnn&imied  by  others ;  and  have  put  into 
poasessiuii  of  labourers  the  power  to  conanme  it.* 

*  The  follcrariug  tst^%  whiub   pivsenta  the  orgiuucnt  lu  ■  socnvwhut 
4ii4>«,  m»y  urre  for  Mill  rurtlirr  illu^itralioii. 

Suppose  thst  «  rieh  iudividiul,  A,  Hpendu  ■  erruiii  wnount  tkilr  ia 
or  alma,  which,  «a  ai>oq  w  rccMrt-A,  \a  ei.\icnAcid.  uuCk  iiunsuiub^, \%  ^\w  S.wi%  ■ 


It  appuare,  then,  tliat  a  dciimnd  t]t.-Iiiycil  uutil  the  work 
is  euiiiplelL'd,  aud  luruitduu^  nu  advanced,  liut  only  ruiiri- 
Ituffiinj;  ])dv:tiice»  made  by  othere,  coiitribiitea  nothing  to 
the  detuuiid  fur  labour ;  aud  that  what  i&  so  uxjiciidcd,  is,  in 


cosrae  food,  bjr  the  tvcelven.  A  dicii,  luvinft  hii  ptoptiy  to  B,  wbo  dlMxni' 
(iiiuia*  Uilv  iUfni  of  I'spvnilUtiTP,  ati  J  vipenda  in  lipii  of  H  \bv  same  mm  Moh  day 
to  iIelic(H.irs  lijr  liis  own  tii)jk'.  l  hnv«  dinMm  this  !^u|ip'j!iiti»n,  in  Drier  thiit  iIjc 
mti  nuH-s  uiftT  l»  NtiiiUr  in  nil  UK-tr  ■■in-iiinKUiiro^,  <.-sn-;il  Hint  wliitti  in  Mk  »»)>• 
jed  (if  compftriBioii.  In  order  niM  lit  uhwiiru  th<-  omt-riIiiJ  fiu,-tn  of  iht-  cue  bj 
vstuUtiiij;  llicm  U]r<)u<j;h  the  liuzy  tiiiKlium  of  k  nirii>tv  tiiuiiuii'Uiiii,  let  u»  luiilMT 
i.u[ifMK<u  tliut  A,  aiiil  B  nfter  hint,  nn?  Inndlonla  nf  the  t^^atc  on  whteh  hoili  llw 
fuiHl  consunic^  \>J  thb  rfL-ijuciiIa  of  A'tt  dblKinHrnivntjii,  ind  llio  Articim  of  luxury 
A^iitKl  for  Ifit  utile,  arc  prodiii;«>d ;  and  ihai  tbcir  r«nl  is  paid  to  iheiu  la  kind, 

giving  previoiu  iioticv  orhnt  descriptioD  of  pruduci!  they  ehtdl  rvquire.     The 

'^HHliau  IM,  wbelliLT  U'^  vxpeiiditurv  ^vt,-»  u  uucb  citipluyiiicnt  or  ■>  uuvh  fijvi 
BpUBjKMWvr  ncit;Ii1>uiirH  as  A'n  g■1l^ 

FrtMU  Uii-  mfC  nd  Htalt-d,  it  Bi.>t.-iu!t  lo  fullnw  tlut  wliilr  A  livml,  llial  poniun 
ol  lu»  iiji.'oiiie  whicb  he  ospctided  in  vrufifii  ur  ulniK,  would  t>e  dmwii  by  bim  frrMii 
IbL'  fiimi  in  the  slupe  of  fuud  fur  Isljoim-iv,  aitd  vuuld  Im.>  um.'<(J  m  ituch  -,  while  If, 
«bo  came  after  liini,  wotdd  rettuire,  iii»ti<fld  of  ihu,  im  equivalent  value  in  ex- 
pnMdrv  articlM  of  food,  to  l>c  voii^ami'd  in  hiH  nwn  hntuehold :  thai  the  &nn«r, 
ibncRMV,  would,  under  U'^  r^K)"'*^*  produce  ihiti  much  lets  or  imllnary  food,  and 
iDotT  of  cip<-naivo  ddicuHes,  for  cndi  day  of  the  rear,  tiian  was  prodiicvd  in  A\i 
tliof,  and  UiMt  tlivnp  wrxitd  )«  that  ajnoiinl  le»  of  fwid  (diamJ,  throughout  the 
yrar,  atnoni:  the  laltwuriDE!  nnd  poorer  I'lanBeB.  Thin  ts  what  would  bc  oonfomi- 
alilc  til  iW  (■riin'ipli-:"  liiid  driwn  in  the  lr«.  TImjbc  who  think  difTerenlly,  ninsl, 
"B  tlw  mlifr  hand,  «iip|H)i4>  that  the  liiiiirit-M  rt-nniri'd  hy  It  wwiM  hr  pttMlnml, 
nut  iiutlKul  Df,  liut  in  addltinn  tn,  IIm?  ftXHl  pn.-vtuiifW  rtii)»{ilird  to  AV  lalttturan), 
awl  that  lbt>  a;:;;rf;;nli.'  priHlucv  of  ihe  cmiili  y  wnuld  l>e  irirrpn^rtl  la  anHtuiiL 
Bat  when  U  i«  askM,  huw-  thin  dnuhlc  pnnlitcitnn  tinutd  IK*  cnixtnl — Itnw  ihi- 
fjUtmr,  wboAP  cajtiul  aiid  Ltb^ur  wirri*  a3rmd_r  fully  L<n)|ilnvcil,  «nidd  1w!  i!rinlili*tl 
til  ■uppir  the  ticir  want»  of  D,  witHoiit  Timdodng  Icm  of  othw  ihiiijiK;  Oit  only 
modi*  which  prvscnifl  Iti^ilf  in,  llial  he  ohouM  jirff  prwluce  tlio  fotxl,  nwi  lli«>n, 
|[trlng  that  food  to  the  blxturem  wlium  A  fornKTlyfiKl.  should  hy  im-ans  ofthvlr 
lahnur,  pHxtiicv  ilw  liiximcH  wonted  by  B.  TIiik,  nccordinjilr.  when  the  ohji-c- 
Ijirs  aw  hani  pr«wd,  nppi'ara  to  In*  really  their  inmiiinf;.  But  it  is  an  olivianm 
■nsver,  ihiU  an  tliis  fiiipjio^ilioii,  R  litu->t  wuil  fur  hi?4  liiitiiii'w  till  (li«  HcofOid 
Ji-ar,  and  i(wy  ar*  wand'd  thi*  yrar.  Hy  the  iiriinnul  ii.vjHitln'»l'>,  he  ■.■cii'Kikh-s 
lua  tuiiinitiiH  dinner  day  l>r  dnt,  jutri  jmucm  trjlh  Die  raliiiiii'  of  lin>ni|  and  pota- 
lOM  foriutM-Iy  iftrrt'^l  out  hy  A  to  hi*  la)>niir«rx.  Tliero  U  tiot  (Inte  to  fi-L*d  lh« 
labouron  flnt,  and  Mupply  D  aft^rwarda:  he  and  tliey  cannot  both  hnve  their 
WHU  BjlidHerud  to:  ht>  vmn  ouly  satl^lH*  Ida  own  denuiiid  for  (.timmodlUni,  by 
Irarjnir  »  muHi  of  theirs,  as  was  funiM:Hy  >iiippllpd  frrNn  tluil  fund,  unnliaflcd. 
]t  may,  in<levd,  be  nyoineii  h%-  an  olgcetor,  that  Btice,  on  tlM  ^ncae&v  ^wm- 
d 
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hU  We-  eftbctB,  bo  far  as  iv^nrdii  the  omploynient  of  the  labonr> 
ing  K'huiSy  a.  morC  nullity  ;  it  iluus  iiirt  aii'.l  <-)iunut  ereiite  any 
cmi'loyinent:  except  at  the  cxj>c*»se  of  otliur  employment 
wlikli  tixL-toil  lieforo.* 


lag,  lime  is  the  uolf  thinf;  wnntlng  to  rander  th«  fiX[iendUtire  of  B  oonautlcol 

u  Iai^  im  vniplovmcQi  to  labour  m»  n»»  jrivcn  1>5  A,  why  nwy  we  not  aufv 
Uint  H  iiwijiuuLfi  bis  iairvufieij  vuiiEiuuitrifuu  of  pcr^oniti  Iuxurie«  until  ibvy 
cui  be  rurni^buil  lu  liitn  tiy  the.*  labour  <>f  tiiti  pcn-uit*  wli'im  A  ciDpIuTcU?  In 
that  vax,  it  may  bv  Mill,  Lf  wuiilJ  I'lnplov  and  IVhI  us  iiiikIi  Iiliour  a»  lib  pirdtf- 
w-BHunt.  iriiiluHlilrilly  W-  wfiultl ;  tiut  wliy?  Bvc-aiutc  his  iocotu<:  would  be  «• 
jiritilnl  in  exactly  Uitt  Kanie  mumicr  iti!  bin  (iK-clccii^or's ;  it  wuiild  l>c  rxiKiiitrd 
in  wages.  A  reBerVi*(l  fram  bis  pcnonii)  c(tiiHHm]itit>n  b  ruuil  wbti-li  lie  fiaul 
■iray  liircclly  Ui  bibuuicrs;  B  tloea  tlic  wmc,  only  tii^cnJ  i)f  jinyiiig  it  lo  tlicm 
biiuiH-Jr.  ht)  k'iiv€i>  it  m  tbe  hutdi  ot  tlw  f«iiner,  whn  puys  It  lo  them  for  him. 
Ua  Oils  «uppii»ition,  B,  in  cb«  find  j(^r,  Dt^iihcr  expeiidtn»  ibe  smoiitit,  lU  fur  «ri 
he  i»  penujoally  t:uni-vra«d,  tu  AV  manner  nur  in  tu0  ovm,  reiilly  «ikvfoi  that  por- 
tion of  hU  iiii'oiite,  and  leodn  it  to  tlio  fimncr.  And  if,  in  «ut)M-<(U«iit  yoank,  con* 
fininic  liiiuiK:!!'  wiihUi  Uie  jiia's  inconip,  Itc  leaver  tbc  Cinner  in  «-reara  to  Hat 
wnuunl,  it  tHi-unio  nn  idditlontil  <.«iJ(nl,  wilti  wbieb  tbi'  t'ariufr  niity  ppraiu' 
nfijitly  empUiy  and  feed  A's  labourers.  Nnhmty  pceti'nd.^  (Iial  Kiich  a  chuific  u 
lliu^  a  rhKii^t'  fiom  sfWDtliDg  an  income  iir  wntnv  oT  labour,  to  Mirin^t  it  fat  in- 
vnUnenl,  deprives  any  labouron  of  eniplojincnt.  What  U  afflrmed  lo  Itnvv  ilait 
cRVvc  iA,  the  cKange  Trom  hiriiiK  labourcifl  to  buying  commodities  for  pcnonl 
lue ;  as  rcprmonled  by  our  origiital  hy|K>tlii'««. 

In  (lor  illiiHtnicion  we  have  mp)>o.>it.>d  no  buying  and  wlUng,  or  use  of  moncjr. 
But  the  cuMC  a»  vre  have  |iat  it,  rum'F[ib»il£  with  actual  Tuei  In  i.'rcrylliiug  ekci'pt 
lh«  dMaiU  of  thi'  m«chaiililu.  Thf  wbole  of  any  eounlry  ia  virtually  a  rfiiglo 
form  and  man tifn dory,  frnni  whit*  every  member  of  tb«  tomniuniiy  dra»»  liij 
appointed  r-hnre  of  the  produce,  baving  a  ifrtuin  number  of  eotinU'r?'.  callrd 
ponnd»  -itorlin;:,  put  into  bin  IiuinK  wliich,  at  hi.4  convenipncv,  lio  brinp:  bark 
and  ojfbaiip-fi  for  i-iii-h  gomt»  as  lie  pii'for*.  up  to  the  limit  of  Ihe  BUiounl.  Il« 
doet  not,  r»  in  nur  iiitn^iiuu?  cant,  girc  notice  ^foreliuud  wbal  Ibirifcs  he  dlull 
requirv ;  but  tin?  dcalorit  and  producer!  aro  quitr  (:a|)*ltle  of  findiug  il  out  by 
obBPTTation,  and  any  ohaiiftc  in  the  demand  ie  proni|itly  foUowttd  by  an  adapta- 
tion of  Ihp  Mipply  to  it.  Ifn  eon^umvr  elwinges  from  payiuR  away  a  p«rt  of  hk 
iD<'uniu  in  wof^ra^  tii  apMidinjt  il  Uiat  »<auui>  day  (not  liouie  aub^uent  and  diataoi 
day)  ill  thiiipt  for  bis  own  uiiiiHtitij|ilJnn,  and  persevfln*  In  till*  alWml  prarfice 
imtil  proilui-limi  lias  had  litiio  lo  adapt  il«-irto  the  slrenitinnof  demand,  Ihi-ri* 
will  fttmi  Itmt  tiiHL'  l)0  less  food  and  oilier  artieb's  for  tbe  u.^>  of  latiourvrs,  pro' 
diinil  in  tlir  eouiilr>',  by  esu'lly  ibr  vnbii-  i>f  tJu>  extra  IuxuiIm  uok  deniatidcd; 
and  llie  Inlmurcni.  lu  a  eJaiw,  will  tko  wnrse  offlty  the  pTveii<o  oiuoiiiit. 

•  Tbf  pntundii  of  a  pioposUon,  when  well  uttdtr»loo<l,  Uituallr  give  a  toler- 
able inditration  of  ttie  ltmitalion«  oT  it  TbiTe  is  a  caw  in  wim-b  n  drJiuuid  tor 
omiBoilitieii  may  ovale  wiiploynit-ut  for  laJiuur,  namely,  when  the  Ubonrer  [> 
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But  tltuiij^li  a  demand  for  velvet  dinw  noliiiiijjj  more  in 
re^rd  tu  lite  emytloymeiit  for  iHbour  unci  rujiitul.  tlmii  to 
dttteriaiitc  bo  iiiueli  of  the  cniployuKiit  which  alreudy  exist- 
ed^ intf»  thftt  purtifiilur  dmimel  instead  vt'  any  other;  etiUf 
to  the  prodiuxTs  ahcady  engaged  in  the  velvet  manufac- 
ture, and  not  intending  to  quit  it,  thin  Ih  of  the  ntnioi^t  inipur- 
tanco.  To  them,  a  falling  off  iii  tlie  demand  is  a  real  lot!^ 
Bnd  one  whi<-'h,  even  if  none  of  their  frouiis  finally  jierisb 
uuA>Id,  may  mount  to  any  hei;^lit,  up  to  that  which  wunld 
make  them  choose,  as  the  samlier  evil,  to  retire  I'l-oni  tlic 
buBincti^.  On  the  coiitmry,  an  iuc'reaw.Hl  demand  enahlv-s 
them  to  extend  their  transactiuns — to  mako  a  profit  on  a 
larger  capital,  if  they  have  it,  or  can  boiTOW  it ;  and,  turn- 
ing over  their  capita!  more  rapidly,  tliey  will  employ  their 
lahonrens  more  consianlly,  or  eMiplo%  a  gi"ealer  number  than 
heforc.  Ko  that  an  Jiiereajied  demand  for  a  eoanuodity  does 
really,  iu  the  partit-iilar  department.  ot\en  cau^e  a  greater 
employment  to  he  given  to  lahniir  by  the  aanie  capital. 
The  mistake  lies  in  not  pereeiving  that  iu  the  caws  eup- 
posed,  this  advnntagc  is  given  to  labour  and  capital  in  one 
drpartment,  only  hy  bcinu:  withdrawn  fnmi  another;  and 
that  when  the  change  has  pnidnci-d  iIh  nnttn*ul  cft'eet  of 
attriu'tbi<;  into  the  employment  additional  capital  propor- 
tional to  the  ini'rented  domnnd,  the  advantage  itiJelf  ceases. 

The  demand  fur  eomtnoditiesis  a  eruisideialion  of  impor* 
tauce  ratliL'r  in  the  theory  of  exchange,  than  in  that  of  pn*- 
duetioD.    Looking  at  things  in  the  aggregate,  and  permti- 


alr«itd,v  fi^d,  wlUhiuI  twltig  fiJIv  emplnTcd.  Wmlc  wliidi  csn  be  <l<mi!  in  Uw 
t{ihn\  hums  of  ponniH  iiibfluttHl  froin  sonio  fithtr  Miim),  OAn  tna  hvfnrc  reuuirk* 
«J)  lie  lUKlt'itAktfU  wtlbout  wiUidniwinj;  capiul  front  otiicr  iKfitiiMioii^,  liOTonft 
tt>c  ■mount  (uftm  my  itinall)  rocguirod  to  cnvcr  the  rxpeiwc  of  loolfi  and  ainlo 
rittU  Tb(*  r^ttaon  of  nur  thc^nrcni  thiu  failinp,  tho  ttmnrcm  itmlf  TaiLt,  wid  t-iii 
ItluToit'ui  ft  ilt»  kind  tmr.  bj  ilic  ^jirinjHii;;  ii]>  nf  t  dvtnand  Tor  tbe  eotnntoditjr, 
tw  ttJlcd  into  exutenn  witJiout  Joprivdtp  labour  of  an  eqtiiritlmt  amcMint  of 
«n]|tIonneot  in  iiioUwr<i(uirt«r.  TIm>  tk-ititutd  diMvi  nm^cvm  In  ibin  cut!,  oji^rnte 
on  tulMmr  any  oibcririn-  tban  tbron^li  ihv  (iii-il!ain  ot  ao  vsiMinc  cnpilid,  Iml  il 
sffiirda  an  inilnwnicnl  nlitch  c«u.-H?d  tliat  vmptUil  to  set  tii  moUcMi  a  fp-ealor  aniouni 
oflabonr  than  it  did  before. 
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jiuiitly,  the  reiiiiiiiei'iitioii  of  tho  pnnliKier  i^  derived  fVotn  A^ 
productive   power  of  liife  own  capital.    The  wile  of  tin 
prtxliicti  for  iiioiiuy,  und  tlii:  wibstMiiifnt  expenditure  of  thtnj 
money  in  buying  otlicr  commodities,  are  a  mere  cxchaiigoj 
of  ^tiivatent  valiii!:sfor  niutiia)  accuinmodation.     It  m  tniej 
that,  the  division  of  I'liipIoyinentBi  lieiiig  one  oC  the  prineipul 
means  of  Increatiing  the  productive  power  of  labour,  ihe 
power  of  exeh;ui{riHf?  i^ivcs  rise  to  a  gmnt  in<-reAi»e  of  the. 
produce;    but  even   then   it  h  proiliietiun,  not  exchange, 
which  remunerates  labour  and  capital.     We  cnimot  toOi 
strictly  represent  to  ours^^lves  the  op<.'ration  of  exchange, 
whetlier  conducted  bv  barter  or  tlirouirli  the  medium   of 
money,  as  the  mere  mcelmuism  by  which  each  per&on  trane 
fiirms  tlin  remuneration  of  liiw  Isbotir  or  of  hia  capital  into 
the  pnrtii-ulnr  shape  in  vvliich  it  in  most  convenient  to  liiui 
tn  possess  jt;  but  in  no  wise  the  source -of  the  reniunuratioii 
itself. 


§  10.  -  Tlio  preceding  principles  demonstrate  the  fallacy 
of  many  populnr  ar^umcnls  and  doctritiuK,  which  aro  con- 
tinually reproducing  themselves  in  new  forms.    For  exam-] 
pie,  it  has  been  contended,  and  by  some  from  whom  better] 
thin<;:s  might  hove  been  expected,  that  the  argument  for  tho  i 
utcome-tax^  grounded  on   iti*  falling  on   the  liigher  and] 
middle  classes  only,  ami  sparinj;  the  jMwir,  U  im  I'rror;  poma^ 
,havc  gone  so  far  us  to  &ay,  an  imposture  ;  because  in  taking 
I  from  the  rich  what  they  would  have  i'Xj)endcd  among  the 
poor,  the  tax  injures  the  poor  as  much  as  il   it  had  been' 
directly  levied  from  them.     Of  (his  doctrine  we  now  know] 
what  to  think.     So  far.  Indeed,  as  M'hat  ib  taken  from  thoi 
rich  in  taxes,  would,  if  not  so  taken,  have  l>cen  saved  and 
converted  into  capital,  or  oven  ex|Kjndcd  in  tiie  mainte- 
nance and  wagts  of  «i?i-vaiits  or  of  juiy  class  of  unproductive' 
labourers,  to  that  extent  the  demand  for  labour  is  no  doubti 
diminished,  and  the  pour  injurifniftiy  atieetwl,  by  the  tax  onJ 
the  rich  ;  and  as  these  ciFects  are  almost  always  produecdi 
in  a  ffrester  or  less  degree,  it  is  impossible  bo  to  tax  the  rich] 
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a^fiftt  no  jfortioii  wimtcvur  of  llic  lax  can  fall  on  the  [pfK»r. 
But  L'von  hfiv  the  qucsliuii  arUujJ,  whether  the  govtinnnent, 
ftfter  rwieiviiig  tlte  Hmoiint,  will  not  Iny  out  as  prcat  a  por- 
tion of  it  in  the  direct  purehaj^c  uf  lahour,  as  the  tax-payers 
nutild  have  done.  In  regard  to  all  thiit  portiou  of  the  tax, 
which,  if  not  paid  to  the  government,  would  have  been  con- 
suineil  in  tin;  form  of  eonimoflities  (or  even  expended  in  ser- 
Tices  if  the  payment  has  hetm  advaneeil  by  a  capitalist), 
this,  fteeordiiig  to  the  prineii)les  we  Lave  investigated,  falls 
detinityly  on  tlie  rieli,  and  not  at  all  on  the  poor.  Tlierc  is 
fXJiftly  the  eaiae  demand  for  labour,  ho  far  a»  tin's  portion 
ifi.  concerned,  aiXvr  the  lax^  h6  before  it.  Tlic  eai»ital  which 
hitherto  employed  the  lalMiurciH  of  tlic  conntry,  remaini}, 
and  is  etill  capable  of  cnip!uyin<^  tlic  same  miiiibcr.  There 
it.  the  same  amount  of  pro<luce  jwdd  in  wages,  or  allotted  to 
defray  tlie  fcedinp;  and  clothiuf;  of  labourers. 

If  thone  apaiust  wlioni  I  am  now  contending  were  in  the 
right,  it  would  be  impo^^^lble  to  tax  anybo<ly  ex<;ept  the 
jHKjr.  If  H  is  taxing  the  labonrers,  to  tax  what  ie  laid  out 
in  the  prndtice  of  hiboiir,  the  labouring  clas&es  pay  all  the 
tnxci».  Tlie  same  nrgnment,  however,  cqnally  proves,  that 
it  M  ini|H;i8itible  to  lax  the  labourerB  at  all ;  m net:  the  tax, 
licing  laid  out  either  in  labour  or  in  commodities,  comes  all 
back  to  them ;  eo  that  taxation  has  llic  winpdar  property 
of  falling  on  nobtuly.  On  the  Fann;  showing,  it  would  do 
the  )ttboun!i*s  no  hann  to  take  from  them  all  they  hare,  and 
difrtrlbntc  it  among  the  other  nK'mbcrs  of  the  community. 
It  would  all  Ik?  "  Kpent  among  tbcin,"  whicli  on  tliiti  theory 
comes  to  the  ftamc  thing.  Tlic  error  is  produced  by  not 
looking  directly  at  the  realities  of  the  phenomena,  but 
attending  only  to  the  outwai-d  mcchani»fni  of  pa\'ing  and 
8|H'jtding.  If  wc  look  at  tliu  efl*c<rt8  produced  not  on  tho 
money,  which  merely  elmnges  hamis,  but  on  the  eommodi* 
tie*  which  are  nstxl  and  consume*!,  we  bcc  that,  in  c«n8c- 
qneoce  of  tho  income-tax,  the  elasaea  who  pay  it  do  really 
ijinnnisb  their  consumption.  Exactly  wt  far  as  rliey  do  this, 
thuy  arc  the  ycrifons  on  wlioiu  the  tux  faWs.    Iv  \b  »\t^t%."5sA 
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ont  of  what  they  wouhi  otlierwise  have  tisc<l  »nd  enjoyed. 
So  fur,  oil  the  otlior  hand,  as  the  hurlhcn  fulls,  not  on  what' 
they  ^voul<l  luive  fonsiinied,  but  on  what  iltey  woiihl  JiavQ 
saved  to  maintain  production,  or  spent  in  maintaining  or^ 
payinfT  tinprodncllvo  lahotirers,  to  tliat  extent  the  tax  lonna 
a  deduL'tioii  frotn  whut  wunld  have  licun  Ub&l  and  enjoyed 
by  the  labouring  classes.     But  if  the  government,  sb  is  proUJ 
ably  the  fact,  expen<l8  fully  as  luneh  iif  the  amount  as  tho 
tax-puyers  would  have  done  in  tlie  dirwt  fnipluyuient  «f 
labour,  as  in  hiring  sailors,  Bdldicrs,  and  policemen,  or  in 
pnyinj^  off  debt,  by  whieli  last  operation  it  oveu  increusua 
capital ;   the  labouring  classea  nut  only  do  not"  lose  any j 
omploymcnt  by  the  tax,  but  may  possibly  gain  some,  and] 
the   whole  of  the  tax  falls  exclusively  where  it  wa^  in- 
tended. 

All  that  portion  of  the  ]>raduoe  of  the  conntry  which) 
imy  oue^  not  a  Ubourex,  actually  and  literally  consmneft  for 
Uh  own  Wfeo,  does  not  contrihutc  in  the  siuallefct  degree  to. 
the  niainteriance  of  labour.     No  one  is  benefited  by  mera^ 
conBuniptioii,  except  the  person  wiio  conatimee.     And  a 
person  cannot  both  consume  bis  income  himself,  and  make 
it  over  to  be  cousnnieil  by  others.     Taking  away  a  (certain 
]iortion  by  taxation  cannot  deprive  both  him  and  then:i  of 
it,  but  only  him  or  them.     Tu  know  which  in  the  sufferer, 
we  niuiit  understand  whoae  conBumption  will  have  to  bo 
retrenched  in  eondcquence :  this,  whoever  it  be,  is  the  per-j 
«ion  on  whom  the  tax  walU  falk. 


CHAPTKU  VI. 

ON  CIRCCLATINC;    ANtl    FIXED  CAI'lTAL. 

§  1.  To  comjiletc  our  cxplauiilians  on  tlic  subject  of 
ipitnl,  it  is  nwcs^ini-y  to  Bay  soiiicthuig  of  tbc  two  species 
iiilo  wliii-li  it  h  usiiiiliy  ilividrd.  Tin:  distinct  ion  h  vei-y 
obvious,  and  tbough  not  named,  has  been  often  adverted  to^ 
in  the  two  prtvL'diiig  cbaptwp :  but  it  U  iiow  liitijwr  to 
define  it  atciirattly,  and  to  point  out  a  I'l-w  of  it&  consc- 
qucDccs, 

Of  tilt*  cnpitiil  eiipigeil  in  the  production  of  any  com- 
modity, there  ia  a.  part  wbicli,  ufttT  bring  once  ueed,  exiisU 
no  lunger  na  capitnl ;  I*  no  longer  capabie  of  rendering 
eerrice  to  proiiuetion,  or  ut  least  not  tlie  Hanie  Berviee,  nor 
to  tho  samo  sort  of  production.  Such,  for  example,  is  the 
pttrtion  nf  capital  which  oousi^ts  of  materials.  Tlie  tallow 
und  alkali  of  which  soap  is  made,  once  UKCfl  in  Iho  manutac* 
tare,  are  deetroytnl  as  alkali  and  tallow  ;  and  cannot  be  cm- 
jiIovchI  uny  furtlier  in  tlie  wtap  maiuifact'TL',  tlioiigli  in  their 
altered  condition,  aa  soap,  thoj'  arc  capable  of  being  used  as 
a  material  or  an  instrument  in  t»ther  br!uirh««  of  manufac- 
lurc.  In  the  sutne  divioi(..n  must  be  placed  the  portion  of 
capital  which  is  paid  a:i  the  wages,  or  contiumcd  a«  the 
sabsii'tenee,  of  labomors.  Tliat  part  of  the  cajMtal  of  a 
cotton-spinner  wliieli  he  pays  away  to  bis  work-i>eoplc, 
onco  ao  paid,  exists  no  longer  as  lus  ca]>ital,  or  as  a  cotton- 
spinnerV  capital :  such  portion  of  it  as  the  workmen  con- 
sauiu,  no  hinger  cxihIs  a»  <uLpitiU  at  all :  even  if  they  nave 
any  part,  it  may  now  bo  more  properly  regarded  as  a  fresh 
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cajiital,  the  rc&ult  nf  a  serftn<l  not  of  aLrumuIation.  Capital 
wliidi  ill  this  innnncr  fiiltilg  the  Mhule  oC  its  oHiro  in  the 
production  in  which  it  ia  cnf^aged,  hy  a  single  UBe,  is  (riUlcd 
Circulating  Capital,  The  term,  which  h  not  Tcr}- appro- 1 
priat(^,  is  duriveil  tVotn  tlie  t'ircumetuiiec,  llmt  Uiia  jiortiou 
of  capital  requires  to  be  constantly  renewed  by  the  snle  of 
the  tinisheil  proiluct,  and  when  renewed  is  poqwtnnlly 
parted  with  in  buviiig  nniteriuU  and  payinjjr  wapes ;  bo  that 
it  does  its  work,  not  by  being  kept,  hnt  ity  changing  hands. 

Auuther  large  poition  of  ca)>ital,  however,  coneieta  inj 
instruments  of  prodnrtion,  of  a  more  or  le^  pennanent  char- 
aet4'r  ;  which  produf*  tlielr  effect  not  by  being  parted  witli, 
but  by  being  kept ;  and  the  efficacy  of  which  is  not  exhauB^ 
ed  by  a  single  use.  To  this  class  belong  buildinp*,  niachin* 
ery,  and  all  or  most  things  known  by  the  name  of  implo* 
ineuts  or  tools.  Tlie  dnrability  of  some  of  these  is  consider- ' 
able,  and  their  runctiou  as  pri>dnctive  tnslninients  is  pro- 
longed tin'ough  many  repetitions  of  the  productive  opera- 
tion. In  this  tluHS  must  likewiito  he  indudeil  capital  snnk 
(as  the  expression  is)  in  pcnnaiieiit  improvcmenlJi  uf  land. 
So  also  the  capital  exiiendeJ  once  for  all,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  an  undertaking,  to  prepare  the  way  fur  snbsccjneiit 
operations:  the  expense  of  opening  a  mine,  for  example: 
of  entling  cannls,  of  making  roads  or  docks.  Other  exam- 
ples inigbt  he  addetl.  but  tliesc  are  sutticieiit.  Capital 
,  vhicli  exists  in  any  of  these  durable  Hha})ee,  and  the  return 
to  which  is  spread  over  a  period  of  coriX'S^rfinding  duration, 
is  called  I'ixeil  Capital. 

Of  fixed  capital,  some  kindit  require  to  bu  occasionally 
or  periodically  renewed.  Snch  are  all  implements  anil 
buildings :  they  recpiire,  at  intervals,  partial  renewal  by 
means  of  repairs,  and  are  at  last  entirely  worn  out,  and 
cannot  be  of  any  fnrthcr  serviee  us  buildings  ami  imple- 
ment^ hnt  fall  hack  into  the  claas  of  materials.  In  other 
cases,  tlie  capital  does  not,  unless  as  a  consequence  of  some 
unusual  accident,  require  entire  renewal :  but  there  ia 
always  eojuc  outlay  ncetled,  cither  regularly  or  at  least 
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OCt^ftsionally,  to  keep  it  iiji.  A  dock  or  a  eana),  once  iniuJe, 
dues  Duit  rcquti\%  like  a  niacliine.  to  be  made  again,  unless 
pur|>osuly  diMlroyed,  or  unlc$«  an  I'ftrthquake  or  soma 
fiimitnr  cataiitn:i|iho  has  filled  it  \\\>:  1>uc  rej^iilar  and  fiv- 
qnent  outhi^js  ari:  nt;(-ei^:iary  to  keep  it  iu  rupair.  The  cost 
of  opening  a  mine  necdis  uut  be  infrurred  a  second  time; 
but  nnlesK  some  one  gtn^  to  t!u!  cjcpt^nifc  iif  kiifping  tlie  mine 
clear  of  water,  it  is  soon  rendered  useless.  The  moat  per- 
manent of  alt  kinds  of  tixed  cajiital  is  tJiat  employed  in  giv- 
ing increased  prodiicttvene^ss  to  a  natural  agent,  such  aa 
land.  The  draining  of  niarshv  or  inundated  trncts  like  the 
Be*lford  Level,  the  reelaiiiiing  of  land  from  the  sea,  or  its 
proteetion  by  embankments,  are  improvements  calculated 
for  j>erpetnity ;  but  drains  and  dykes  require  frequent 
rcpaiiti.  The  same  charueter  of  jwrpetuity  belongs  to  the 
impnivement  of  land  by  subsoil  draining,  whieh  addi:$  so 
muidi  t<>  the  pro4hn:livone«8  of  the  elay  wiils;  or  by  i»emm- 
nent  manures,  that  is,  by  the  addition  to  the  soil,  not  of  the 
subetancett  which  enter  into  tlie  composition  of  vegetablcB, 
aud  whieh  are  tlicrr^fore  consnmed  by  vegetation,  bnt  of 
iUoBA.*  whii:^h  merely  alter  the  relation  of  the  iwiil  to  air  and 
water ;  as  sand  and  limo  on  the  heavy  soils,  clay  and  marl 
on   the  light.     Even   puch   workK,  however,  require  some, 

ugh  it  may  he  very  little,  oecabional  outlay  to  maintain 

ir  fill!  effect. 

Tliese  iniprovements,  however,  by  the  verj*  fact  of  their 
deserving  that  title,  jii-oduee  an  inei-easc  of  return,  whieh, 
after  defraying  all  expenditure  neevtwnry  for  keeping  them 
up,  still  leaves  a  surplus.  This  surplus  forms  tlie  return  to 
the  capital  sunk  in  the  first  instance,  and  that  return  docs 
not,  as  in  the  case  of  machinery,  terminate  by  the  wearing 
unt  of  tlio  machine,  bnt  continues  for  ever.  The  land,  tlius 
incre.'L«ed  in  produetivcne*?,  bears  a  value  in  the  market, 
proporlionul  to  the  increaiie :  and  hence  it  is  nniial  to  e«iii- 
sidcr  the  capital  which  was  invested,  or  sunk,  in  making 
the  improvenii-'nl,  as  htill  exii^ting  in  the  increased  value  nf 
the  laud.     There  most  be  no  mit>tadk,e,  Uuv-tvet.    TU^ncWijv 
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tal,  like  ull  otiier  capital,  hae  been  coiiijuined.  It  waA  cntw 
tfumed  in  niuiiitaiitiiig  tliu  lubourure  wim  cx^x^tiWtl  tlu 
improvcniciit,  ami  in  the  wear  and  tear  of  tbu  tools  h} 
wbit'h  they  wwro  assiiited.  lint  it  w;ui  ronemiic'tl  jirodut 
lively,  ami  has  left  a  pennaiiciit  result  iu  tlie  improve 
product ivenefis  of  an  ujipropriatcd  natural  sigentt  tbe  lane 
Wn  may  tail  the  iucruiu-ed  produce  the  joint  result  ol*  tin 
laud  and  of  n  capital  fixt*d  in  tliu  land.  But  as  the  capital 
havinjr  in  reality  been  eimisuniwl,  cannot  be  willidniwn,  it4 
product! venesH  id  tlicnccforth  indi&&olnbly  blended  with  tliat 
ai'i^ing  from  the  original  qualitioB  of  the  soil ;  and  tlie 
ivniunuratiim  for  tbe  iiai:  uf  il  thenctfyith  depends,  not  ujion 
the  laws  which  govern  the  returns  to  labour  and  capital, 
hut  upon  tlutse  whieh  <r<jvcni  the  rueoinjieust'  fur  iiaturalJ 
agents.     What  these  are,  we  shall  see  hereafter.* 

I  2.    Tliere  is  a  great  diflorenee  between  the  effect*!  ofj 
circulating  and  those  of  tixcd  capital,  on  the  anioiint  of  tbo' 
^russ  produce  of  the  (country.    CiiTuIatin^  capital  being 
dcMroycil  n&  BUeb,  or  nt  any  rate  finally  lost  to  the  owner, 
by  a  einjjle  Ufc ;  and  the  product  resulting  from  that  one 
use  being  the  only  source  from  which  the  owner  can  replati 
ihe  eapital,  or  obtain  any  i-cmuneration  for  its  productivaj 
employment ;  the  product  must  of  course  be  suilicieut  foi 
those  purposes,  or  in  other  words,  tbe  result  of  a  angle  nso 
must  be  a  reproduction  equal  t^  the  whole  amount  of  thai 
circulating  cafiital  use,  and  a  profit  bcaides.    Tliis,  bow- 
ever,  is  by  no  uteans  neeessjuy  in  tbe  case  of  fixed  C4i])itAl. 
Since  machinery,  for  example.  Is  not  wliolly  coubumed  hi 
one  iifle,  it  is  not  neecAsury  tliat  it  should  be  whoUj*  replaei 
from  the  product  of  tliat  use.     The  machine  uuswer»  th( 
purpose  of  its  owner  if  it  brings  in,  dni-ing  each  interval  of^ 
time,  enough  to  etiver  (be  exiienwj  of  repairs,  and  the  det* 
rioration  in  value  wliich  the  niaehine  iiiu*  sustained  diu-iiii 
the  same  time,  with  a  surplus  suflicient  to  yield  (he  ordim 
profit  on  the  entire  value  of  the  machine. 
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''rom  ihid  it  followu  that  all  incrense  of  fixed  capital, 
pliL-n  taking  place  at  the  expense  of  circuiatiuj?.  must  be,  at 
loast  tetiiponiriiy,  ]irejii(licial  to  the  iiitercstB  of  the  labour- 
urs.  ITiifi  is  true,  not  of  umcbinery  alone,  but  of  all  im- 
provoniente  l>y  which  capital  i^  sunk  ;  that  is,  rendered 
perniauoiitly  incapable  uf  being  applied  to  the  maintenance 
and  rcmnneratiou  of  Inbour.  Suppose  that  a  ]>ei^on  farms 
biri  own  land,  with  a  capita)  of  two  thoiit^and  quarters  of 
com,  eiaphiyed  in  maintaining  labonrers  during;  one  yeai* 
(for  simplicity  wo  omit  tbo  eousideration  of  seed  and  tools), 
whohe  labour  prmlueeH  him  aunnaUy  two  thousand  four 
hondi-ed  tpiartorB,  being  a  ]Jiotit  of  twenty  per  cent.  Tliis 
profit  we  hliall  suppose  tliat  he  annually  eunsimies,  earrying 
on  bis  operations  from  year  to  year  on  the  original  capital 
of  two  tlion&anil  quartcris.  Let  us  now  sii]ipotie  that  by  the 
cx^tcuditure  of  half  his  capital  he  effects  a  permanent  im- 
provement of  his  land,  which  U  executed  by  half  his  labonr- 
ors,  and  occupies  them  U*r  a  year,  al^r  which  he  will  only 
require,  for  Uio  efTectnal  cultivation  uf  his  laiul,  half  m 
many  labourers  as  before.  The  remainder  of  his  cajiJtal  ho 
employs  as  nH.nal.  In  the  fiivt  year  there  is  no  difl'crence  iu 
the  condition  of  the  labourers,  excej}t  that  part  of  Ibem 
have  received  the  same  pay  for  an  operation  on  the  huid, 
whicJi  they  pi-eviouiily  ohtaineil  for  ploughing,  sowing,  and 
reaping.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  the  iniprov'cr 
httn  not,  a*  bofovc,  a  capital  of  two  tlion&and  cinartori^  of 
corn.  Only  one  thoti^md  <piartcn>  nf  Ins  capital  have  been 
reproduced  in  the  usual  way  ;  be  has  now  only  those  thou- 
sand quarters  and  his  iuqirovenient.  He  will  employ,  in 
the  next  and  in  each  fullowing  year,  only  half  the  number 
of  labuuren;,  and  will  divide  amonp  them  only  Imlf  Ihe 
former  quantity  of  subsistence.  The  loss  will  soon  be  mndo 
up  U*  theni  if  the  improved  land,  with  the  diniinishi'd  quan- 
tity of  labour,  produces  two  thousand  fnnr  hundrcil  quarters 
as  bclbro,  becanae  so  enormous  an  accession  of  ^ain  vill 
pmbably  induce  the  improver  to  save  a  port,  add  it  to  his 
tjiilal,  and  becouie  a  larger  employer  oV  VaVumt.    V»\\V\\,Sa 


conceivaljlu  tliut  tli'm  inav  not  he  tliee»su;  for  (supiHwinjr. 
jun  wc  iimv  (io,  tliiit  lliu  iniprovutnuut  will  lafil  indctiuitelyt  ^h 
without   aiiv  oullny  wortit  mentioning  to  keep  it  njt)  tJitf'^| 
improver  will  liave  jjaiiuMl  hii-gcly  h_v  his  ifnpn>veincnt  if 
the  iHiid  now  yields,  not  two  tlionsnnd  four  handrcd,  bnt  ^m 
ouo  thoiisiiiid  five  hiuidix^  qnarteitt ;  ttiiiee  this  will  rephice  ^M 
thti  one  tliousand  quartern  forming  his  present  cu'cuhiltiig 
Cflpital,  with  a  profit  of  twenlv-tive  ]kt  cent,  (iii&tead  of 
twenty  as  before)  on  tlie  whole  eiipital,  fixed  aiui  fireuhiliii}^ 
together.    TIic   ituprovenient,   therefore,  may   bo    b  veryl 
pm6table    one    to    hitn,   and    yet  very  iiijtiriouB  to   th»] 
hilwureiti. 

l^e  supposition,  in  the  tenns  in  which  it  has  been  staled, , 
ie  purely  ideal ;  or  at  jnoBt  applicjible  otdy  to  RUih  a  cage  as 
that  of  tiie  conversion  of  arable  land  into  pastuiT,  which, 
thon^jh  formerly  a  frwjnent  jtraelii^^,  is  regardeil  by  modem 
a<;rieiiltiirigtg  aa  th*:  wverse  of  an  improvement.     The  effect 
of  the  agricultnral  improvements  of  the  present  day  (of 
thoae,  at  least,  which  operate  on  the  soil  itself,)*  is  to  in-' 
cix-ase,  not  to  diminish  the  gross  pi-oduee.     Uiit  this  does 
not  afl'ect  the  substance  of  the  argument.     Suppose  that  the 
impnivc'tueat  docs  not  operate  in  the  maimer  supiwBcd — 
does  not  enable  a  part  of  the  labour  previotisly  employed  \ 
ou  the  land  to  be  dispensed  with — but  only  enables  tlio 
same  labour  to  raise  a  greater  produce.     Suppose,  too,  tliat 
the  greater  pmdiiee,  vf-hieh  by  means  of  the  imp^ove^Kmt^ 
can  be  raised  from  tlie  soil  with  the  game  labour,  is  alli 
wanted,  anil  will   llnd  piirebaiKTs.     Tlie  improver  will   in 
that  ease  require  the  same  number  of  labourcra  as  before,  at 
the  game  wages.     Bnt  where  will  ho  find  the  means  of  pay- 
ing tiiem  t     lie  ha^  no  longer  his  original  capital  of  two 
Ihonsand  qnarLcrs  disposable  for  the  purpitee.     One  tlion-] 
Band  of  them  are  lost  and  gone — (rouBtiniod  in  tnnking  the 
improvemuut.    li*  he  is  to  employ  as  many  lultourui'a  aaj 


*  For  the  db>linct](nt  bdwovn  thc*e  and  tho  otlicr  kfnd  of  laprornnenta,' 
wliii-h  (Itt  DtM  uVu  olTcvt  ii|MMi  tlw  Miil  ilsclf.  liiit  uj)i>ii  Uie  opotaiiori  of  culUrmtlag 
ii,  Mv  infra,  cli-ip.  sii.  iri"  (he  presMil  tongk,  ^  'i. 
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beliiro,  and  pay  tliein  iu»  lii>;iiiy.  Uv  iiinj^t  hormw,  or  olttain 
rmni  Hume  uUht  Miiirtx-,  n  tliuiibiiiul  qiiuiiut'}>  U>  su|)ply  llio 
d^c-it.  But  these  tliou^nd  ijunrtoi-8  iilruady  nmiutuiutt],  or 
wcru  du»tiiie(1  to  mniiilaiti,  an  rquivaWnt  quantity  of  lattuur. 
Tliey  arc  not  a  frcbh  cMcath»M ;  tlieir  dctttiimtion  i«  only 
changed  I'roin  one  proilnctivi;  L'nipioyinL>nt  Lu  aiutliiur;  and 
tboutgh  the  agriculturist  hue  nmdu  up  tlie  duticiency  in  liie 
own  (;in'uliiLiii<t  capital,  tlu-  bruauli  in  tito  circulating  capital 
of  the  commuhity  remains  unrepaired. 

Tlie  argument  relied  on  by  most  of  ihono  who  contend 
that  machinery  can  never  be  iiijurious  to  the  labotiriiu; 
class,  is,  that  by  cheapening  produi-tiun  it  <M-eatcri  Ruch  an 
increa»od  denutnd  fur  tliti  connnodity,  as  enublcs,  ere  long, 
a  greater  number  of  pet-sous  thtin  ever  to  find  eniplo\nnent 
in  producing  it.  Thin  iirgunu^nt  diws  not  fcpem  to  me  to 
have  tlio  weight  commutity  nseribed  to  it.  The  fact,  though 
too  broadly  stated.  Is*  xio  doubt,  (»ftcn  true.  The  copyists 
who  were  thrown  out  of  einplnyinent  by  tlie  invention  of 
printing,  were  doubtless  soon  oiitnuniberwl  by  tho  composi- 
tors and  pi'esftnien  who  took  their  place :  and  tho  number 
of  labouring  persons  now  oecu]ned  iu  tlic  cotton  nianiifao- 
tui"e  in  many  times  gi-eater  tliaii  were  bo  occupic<i  pri'vi*)iiifly 
to  the  inventions  of  Ilargreavcs  and  Arkwright,  which 
ghowft  ibat  besides  the  enormous  fixed  cai>iral  now  em- 
barked in  tlie  matuit'iieturi',  it  a^iui  employs  a  far  larger  cir- 
culating capital  tlian  at  any  former  time.  But  if  this 
capital  waa  drawn  frrmi  olber  employments ;  if  Ihe  funds 
which  took  the  plm-e  of  the  cajiila!  sunk  in  costly  maohin- 
eryt  were  supplied  not  by  any  adilitional  saving  cimaequent 
on  tbo  improvenicnL'ff  hut  liy  ih-alU  on  the  genend  capital 
of  the  ctommnnity  ;  whut  better  arc  the  hdiouriiig  classic 
tor  the  mere  traufeferf  In  what  manner  i&  the  loea  they 
fiustaincd  by  tlie  conversion  of  circulating  into  fixed  capital^ 
made  up  to  them  hy  a  mere  shifting  of  part  of  Ihe  re- 
mainder of  the  circuhiting  capital  from  its  old  employmeuta 
k»  new  one  ? 


collective  body  cannot  suffer  tcnj]>orarily  by  tlie  introducHui 
nf  iimdiiiiury,  or  liy  tlie  sinking  of  (.-apital  in  jterniancnl  ini- 
Itruvomcnls,  arc,  I  couccive,  necewarily  fallaeiuiis.  Tliut 
tliey  would  HnflV-r  in  Uie  particular  dejtartiiicnt  of  indnstrj 
to  which  the  cluingc  applies,  ii*  gcuerally  adinittc*!.  aiK 
obvioue  to  coiiiiiion  scnw: ;  but  it  in  idtcii  said,  lliat  tbou*»l 
employment  ie  withdrawn  from  labour  in  one  deportnicntJ 
an  exactly  equivalent  employment  U  o|>en»^d  for  it  in  ntht?r8,| 
because  what  the  consumers  8ave  iu  tin;  increased  cbeajnici^ 
of  one  particxdar  article  enables  them  to  augment  their  coui 
i^uniptiuri  of  others,  tliei'cljv  increasing  the  demand  for  otlier 
kinds  of  labour.  Tliis  is  plaiieible,  but,  as  was  shown  in  the^J 
last  chapter^  involves  a  fallacy ;  demand  for  conmiuditiet^f 
being  a  totally  different  thing  from  demand  for  hiboiir.  It  ' 
is  true,  tlio  consumer«  have  now  achlillunal  means  of  buying 
other  tilings ;  but  this  will  not  create  the  other  things,  un- 
less there  is  capital  to  produce  tbcm,  and  the  improvemeni 
has  not  eet  at  liberty  any  capital,  if  even  it  has  not  abeorbej 
some  from  other  eniploymeiilfi.  Ihe  buppo&ed  increase  of\ 
production  and  of  employment  for  labour  in  other  depart- 
moiita  tlierefuv  will  not  take  jdacu ;  and  the  incre; 
demand  for  o^mmoilltica  by  some  consamera,  will  l>e  bal- 
anced by  a  cessation  of  demand  on  the  part  of  othui 
namely,  tlie  labourei's  who  were  KUpen*edod  by  the  improve 
nient,  and  wlio  will  now  be  maintained,  if  at  all,  by  ahai 
ing,  either  in  the  way  of  competition  or  of  cliarity,  in  what 
waft  previously  consntnc<l  by  otlier  people. 


i 


P  3,     Nevertheless,  I  do  not  believe  that  as  things  are 
actually  tran^actcfl,  improv-cmcnta  in  production  are  ollen,| 
if  ever,  injurious,  ex'en  temporarily,  to  the  labonring  cli 
in  the  aggregate.    They  would  be  so  if  they  took  j>laee  sud-] 
denly  to  a  great  amount,  bctTauae  much  of  the  rajiital  siml 
mnet  nece^itfarily  in  that  cntic  be  provided  fi*om  funds  alrcadj 
employed  as  circulating  capital.     But  imi>rovemcntj*  ai 
always  introduced  very  gradually,  and  are  seldom  or  nevt 
niHik'  hv  aillidntwiui;  circidating  cstpilal  from  ui'tual  pro-] 
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dacHon,  but  urn  nmrlo  ]»y  tlte  era  ploy  nieut  of  the  annual 
incrcaso.  I  douht  if  there  wonid  bo  fouiul  a  biii^Iu  example 
oi'  a  ^rat  inci'CHfi[;  of  \\xvi\  oipihtl,  at  a  tiuic  auil  place 
where  cirCTilatiii{4  oapiial  wa^  not  rHpi<ll_v  increasing  liki> 
wise.  It  is  not  in  iHK»r  or  liuckward  eotmtrics  that  great 
and  cof^tly  improv-eniunu  in  jirodiielioii  are  made.  To  bink 
capital  in  land  for  a  perniaiient  ii'turu — to  iiiLroduee  expvn- 
siyc  nmeiiiucry — aiT  acts  involving:  iminediate  sacrifice  for 
dlttlant  olijwtd ;  and  iiulicate,  m  llio  lirtvt  pliiee,  tolembly 
complete  Hieitrity  of  pn^perty  ;  iu  tlio  second,  considerable 
activity  of  industrial  enrei-prisej  and  in  tbo  third,  a  bigb 
itandard  of  what  haj?  Itircii  called  ibu  *'  ftlVx-'tive  dewre  of 
accumulation  : "  wliicb  three  things  arc  the  clcmcnta  of  a 
BOt^iety  rapidly  pntjrnrRftivo  in  ita  ni'noinit  of  capital.  Al- 
tliougb,  therefore^  the  lal_K>uring  classes  must  sutler,  not 
only  if  the  inureattu  of  fixed  capital  taketi  pla<!e  at  tliu 
coti>enjic  of  eirnulatinp,  hnt  even  if  it  is  so  lar^o  and  rapid  as 
to  retard  that  orduiary  increase  to  wlueh  the  ^>wLii  of 
[lopulatiitn  lia**  habitually  adapted  itself;  yet,  in  point  of 
fact,  this  i&  very  unlikely  tu  Iiaj»peii,  einci;  there  is  probably 
no  eonntry  whose  fixed  capital  increases  in  a  ratio  more 
llian  j>i'oportional  to  ita  (dnfulatiuj;.  If  the  whole  of  the 
railways  whicli,  dnrin^c  the  speculative  luadnesfi  of  18W, 
obtained  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  had  been  eongtraeted 
in  the  limes  lixed  for  the  completion  of  each,  this  improb- 
able contingency  would,  most  likely,  have  been  realized ; 
but  tliift  very  eaj^e  lian  aifonled  a  striking  example  of  the 
difficulties  whiob  opponc  the  diversion  into  new  ebannelB  of 
any  omfiiderable  pfirtiim  of  the  capital  that  siipplies  the 
old :  diffieulliea  generally  much  more  than  Biirtii'ierit  to  pre- 
vent enterprises  that  involve  the  sinking  of  capital,  from 
extending  tbemselvoa  with  sneb  rapidity  aa  to  impair  the 
Bonrecf'  of  the  existing  cinjtloymcnt  for  lahotir. 

To  ibene  considerntiofiB  muBt  be  added,  that  even  if  im- 
prorcmeiits  did  for  a  time  docreawj  the  aggregate  produce 
id  the  cin-nlating  capital  of  the  ft unni unity,  they  would 
»t  the  te#6  tend  in  Die  lung  run  to  an';meu\.\w\\\.    'Wvvs^ 
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iiii-rc!tM>  tliQ  retnm  to  capital ;  atid  of  this  increase  tYio 
bL'iiutit  must  neeussarily  iiecnie  either  li(  tlio  rtipit^liBt  in 
^n^iitin*  pi'tilitH,  III-  to  tilt;  rustoiiici*  in  ditiiiriiAlKjit  prirtiH ; 
atfording,  ui  eitliur  case,  an  aiiginciitcd  riinil  frum  wbicli 
aoc'iitiiiilitfiun  iimv  he  niado,  whilu  oiil:ir<L^3(I  pi-ofitri  uIho  linld 
out  Hti  Inci'uiiiMHl  iiidufciiicnt  to  ai-cuiimliitioii.  In  the  cuos 
wo  before  selected,  in  whicli  the  imnicclioto  revolt  of  th 
irnproveiiieiit  wan  to  diiuinish  llie  fpx)sa  jtrodiice  from  tw 
thoii^iuiut  tour  huiidi'LMl  qnartfrs  tu  uric  thout>and  five  hun- 
dred, yet  the  profit  of  the  ca])itidist  being  now  five  hundred 
quarters  iimtead  of  four  liuiidrcd,  tht-  extra  one  hundred 
quarters,  if  regularly  saved,  wuuM  iu  a  t'vw  years  replm-e 
the  one  thou^itid  quartern  Kubtra<'ted  from  his  eirculalJiif^ 
ea]>ital.  Now  the  extension  of  but^incg&  which  almost  cer- 
tainly follows  in  any  department  in  which  an  improvement 
luih  Ihh'ii  made,  aft'nrcJs  a  sti-ouj^  inducement  to  thusc  en- 
gaged in  it  to  add  to  their  capital ;  and  lienre,  at  the  slow 
pace  at  which  improvements  are  usually  introduced,  a  gi-eat 
part  of  the  capital  ■which  the  improvement  ultimately 
absorbs,  is  drawn  from  (he  increased  profits  and  incrcs^cd 
savings  which  it  has  itself  called  fortli. 

Tliis  tendency  of  improvuincntH  in  ]>rfKl\iction  to  causo 
increased  aecmnnlation,  and  thereby  nitiinately  tu  increase 
the  gross  prmlnce,  even  if  tem]iorarily  dimininbiTig  it,  will 
assume  a  still  more  decided  character  if  it  shuuld  appear 
that  tliore  are  nseignnble  limits  lioth  to  the  aecnmnlatioii  of 
cftj»ital,  and  to  the  increase  of  production  from  the  land, 
which  limits  oneo  attained,  all  further  increase  of  produce 
must  stop;  but  that  improvetueuts  in  production,  whatever 
may  be  their  other  eflccts,  tend  to  throw  one  or  both  of 
these  limits  farther  off".  Now,  these  are  truths  winch  will 
appear  in  the  clearest  liglit  in  a  snbiH^uent  stage  of  onr 
investigation.  It  will  be  seen,  that  tlic  quantity  of  capital 
which  will,  or  even  whicli  can,  be  accumulHled  in  any 
country,  and  the  amount  of  gross  produce  which  will,  or 
even  which  can,  be  raised,  bear  a  proportion  to  the  statu  of 
the  arte  of  production  tlieic  cmtin?;;  and  that  every  inri- 
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pnjvcnient,  even  if  for  tlic  time  it  dimini&Ii  the  ciroulatiiii? 
MtjtittLl  mid  tlie  gross  pmduce,  ultiuiatelr  muki^  room  for  a 
InrgLT  amount  of  Iiotli,  timn  roiiUl  jmisiblj-  lm?u  existed 
utIiun\'i£M>.  It  M  lliis  ivliicli  U  tlie  t'oneliittive  uimwer  to  the 
objections  ogaitibt  iniicliiiitTv  ;  mid  tin*  jiroof  tlicmce  arit^ing 
ijf  tlie  ultimate  heneiit  to  Iatti>ni'ers  of  mwliaiiicnl  iiivcntioiiB 
cTuu  ill  the  cxifttini^  ptiilc  of  HOpJety,  will  liurcatXcr  be  seeu 
to  he  eoiielnsivo.*  Bat  tliis  does  not  discharge  ^vcm- 
raeiits  IVoni  llie  obli|a;ation  of  nlleviating,  and  if  jiossible  pre- 
venting, the  evils  of  whielt  tliis  source  of  ultimate  benetit  ia 
or  may  hi»  produftiro  to  an  fxistin^  jreneration.  If  the 
niuking  or  fixing  of  oajtilal  in  nuicliiiiery  or  iiiicful  worliii, 
■were  uvtT  to  prtjoeed  at  aueh  a  pace  as  to  impair  inalerially 
the  fnnds  for  tliolnaintcnanee  of  hibotir.  it  wonid  be  in- 
nunhent  on  lofjisltitors  to  take  niea^nres  for  mwlerating  its 
rnpidlty  :  and  Mnce  improvi'inents  which  do  not  diminish 
emptnynicut  on  the  whole,  almost  always  tbrow  some  par- 
tienlar  clasB  of  iabourei-s  out  of  it,  there  eaimot  Iw  a  nmre 
If^itinmte  object  of  the  legiblator'g  c-arc  than  the  interests 
of  those  who  are  thus  sacriliced  to  t)ie  gains  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  and  of  jKisterity. 

To  retiuTi  to  the  the^iretical  distinctiim  between  fixed  and 
circulating  capital.  Since  all  wealth  which  is  destined  to 
W  employed  for  reproduction  coniea  within  the  designation 
of  cHpitah  there  are  parts  of  capital  wliicli  do  not  a^ree  with 
the  definition  of  either  8j>ecicfl  of  it ;  for  instance,  the  slock 
of  finiinlKMl  goods  whicli  a  manufacturer  or  dealer  at  any 
titac  positesscs  nnsoUl  in  bis  WEireliouM-s.  lint  tiils,  tliough 
capital  as  to  He  destination,  is  not  yet  capital  in  actual 
cxerciae :  it  is  not  engaged  in  pitMluction,  but  has  first  to  be 
ttold  or  exchanged,  that  is,  couverte<l  int.)  an  equivalent 
tulne  of  some  otlmr  commodilJeB ;  and  therefore  is  not}'et 
eitlter  lixod  or  circulating  capital ;  but  will  become  either 
oiu?  or  the  other,  or  he  eventually  divided  bt'tween  them. 
With  the  proeee<lfl  of  his  finished  gooils,  a  mauufactnrer  will 
partly  pay  bis  work-people,  partly  replenish  his  stock  of 

•  lafn,  book  iv.  cliai».  v. 
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the  materittk  of  his  manufacture^  an<l  partljr  provide  new 
huildin^  ihhI  machinurv,  or  repair  the  oM  ;  bul  how  murli 
will  be  derotfd  to  one  purpose,  and  liuw  much  to  another, 
de|>endt;  on  tlie  nalur*'  uf  Llie  inaiiufaclure,  and  tliu  require- 
ments of  the  pnrticttlar  moment. 

It  hhould  be  obaened  furtlier,  lliat  thu  jmrlion  of  capital 
eonsntned  in  the  form  of  fieed  or  material,  though,  unlike 
fixed  capital,  it  reqinrcH  t*>  Ije  at  oncu  rcpbuicd  from  the 
gru^  prixltice,  standi  yet  in  the  ^ame  rclntion  to  tlie  em- 
ployment of  labour,  as  fixed  capital  docs.  WHiat  is  expend- 
ed in  materials  it*  as  ninch  withdrawn  from  the-  niaintenani'c 
and  remuneration  of  labourers,  as  what  is  fixed  in  macliinc- 
rv ;  and  if  capital  imw  expended  in  wjiges  were  divertpd 
to  Uic  providing  of  materials^  the  etfet-t  on  the  labonrcit) 
winild  be  aa  prejudicial  as  if  it  were  converted  into  tixed 
capital.  This,  liowever,  is  u  kind  of  change  which  never 
takes  place.  The  tendency  of  improvemonta  in  production 
is  always  to  economize,  never  to  increase,  the  exiK'iuHtnro 
of  t^eed  or  material  for  a  given  produce ;  and  the  inlcrcsti 
uf  the  labourers  haa  no  detriment  to  apprehend  from  this 
e(»urce 
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CHAPTER  rU. 

ON  WHAT  DEPEXDS  THE  DE(JUEF.  UF  PHODLTTIVENESS  OF 
PBODCCTIVE  AGENTS. 


8  1.  Wk  have  coiicIihU'*!  oiir  geni»ral  sin-vey  of  the  rc- 
qiiisitos  of  pi'iMluetion.  We  hftve  found  thftt  thc-y  may  be 
reduced  to  tliroe:  lalMiur,  capital,  and  the  niaten'HU  tiiid 
motirc  forces  afl'ordcd  by  natui*e.  Of  those,  labour  and  tho 
raw  material  of  the  globe  are  prinmry  and  iiidispeuMible. 
Natural  nioiive  powers  may  Ix-  calh^d  in  to  tlic  assistance 
of  lalM>iir,  and  are  a  help,  but  not  an  cssenthJ.  of  produc- 
tjon.  The  remaining  rvqidi^itc^  ca]>ita),  is  itself  (he  jtrwlnct 
of  lalx>ur:  its  inbtntmeutality  in  production  ia  thiTefore,  in 
reality,  tlint  of  labour  in  an  indireet  sliope.  It  docs  not  the 
\em  require  to  be  ft]je<'ificd  separately.  A  pi*evioii8  applica- 
tion of  labour  to  produce  the  capital  requinxl  for  consump- 
tion during  the  work,  U  no  less  essential  than  the  nppliea- 
tinu  of  lalwur  to  the  work  itself.  Of  capilal,  aptin,  one, 
Mild  by  far  the  lai^est,  portion,  conduces  to  pnxinrtion  oidy 
by  t^ut^lainiiij;  in  cxistt'nc*!  tho  labour  which  proilucej* :  the 
remainder,  miraely  the  iiistriunenta  and  materials,  contrib- 
to  it  din.w-tly,  in  tlie  Rnme  manner  Mrith  natural  agents, 
tlie  materials  snpplied  by  nature. 

"We  now  advance  to  the  second  great  question  in  poHt- 
irnl  economy  ;  on  what  tho  dejeree  of  prodm-tiveness  of 
tlie«e  ap^nta  depends.  For  it  is  evident  that  tlicir  i>nKluC' 
tive  efficacy  varies  greatly  at  various  times  and  places. 
With  llie  panic  population  and  extent  of  temtory,  goTiic 
couDtricft  have  a  mneh  larger  amount  ol*  \)toA\\t\\viTw  Oivwa 
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otliere,  aiiJ  the  i-ame  (.■oiintry  al  one  time  a  prcater  ainonnt 
tliftn  iLself  til  uiititluT.  Ciimparc  Eiigloiul  uitlier  witii  a 
eimilar  extent  of  territory  in  Russia,  ur  with  tin  equal 
(H)[>iilutiou  of  Itiia^iaiis.  Compare  England  now  with 
England  in  the  middle  aget< ;  tjicily,  XurtheiTi  Africa,  or 
Syria  at  present,  with  the  same  cuuntriett  at  the  time  of 
their  greatest  progpenty,  before  the  Koiuan  eonqiust. 
Some  of  the  eaiises  which  eoutributc  to  tliia  difference  of 
productiveness  are  obvious ;  otliere  not  w>  murb  60.  Wo 
proceed  to  hpueify  several  of  them. 

§  2.  The  most  evident  cause  of  superior  productiveneM:] 
IB  what  ara  eallcd  natural  advantages.  These  are  various^ 
Fertility  of  soil  is  one  of  the  principal.  In  this  there  arc 
gruat  varieties,  iVoni  the  deserts  of  Arabia  to  the  ulliiviid 
plains  of  the  Ganges,  the  Niger,  and  the  MisHiseippi.  A 
favourable  eliuuite  is  even  nmre  important  than  a  rich  soil. 
There  are  eountrics  capable  of  being  inliabitcd,  but  too  cold 
to  1ki  compatible  witli  ugricultui-e.  Thetr  inhabitants  can- 
not paF«  licyond  the  nomadic  stale  ;  Ihey  nmst  live,  like  the 
Laj^landors,  liy  the  domestication  of  tho  reinnleer,  if  not  by 
Ininling  or  llnhing,  like  the  miserable  Esquimaux.  Thero 
arc  countries  where  oaU  will  ripen,  but  not  wheat,  sueh  »& 
th<'  North  of  Scotland  ;  others  where  wheal  ciui  be  gixiwn, 
but  fnnn  exec&H  of  nioihfure  and  want  of  sunshine,  affoiiU 
but  a  precarious  crop ;  as  in  parts  of  Ireland.  Witli  each 
advance  tttwarda  the  soutJi,  or,  in  the  European  temperate 
«*glon,  lowanU  the  east,  sioine  npw  branch  of  agricnlture 
bceomeB  first  possible,  then  advuntageous;  the  vine,  maize, 
figg,  olives,  silk,  rico,  dates,  sucee-stiively  present  themselves, 
until  we  come  to  the  sugar,  coffee,  cotton,  sjnces,  i.^e.  of 
climates  which  also  afford,  of  the  more  comnmn  agricultural 
]»r<Miucts,  and  witli  wily  a  slight  degree  of  cultivaliun,  two 
or  even  three  liarvuiils  in  a  year.  Nor  is  it  in  agriculture 
alone  that  differences  of  climate  are  importaut.  Their 
intlneuce  is  felt  in  many  otJior  branches  of  protluction  :  in 
t}ie  durability  of  all  work  which  is  exjHwcd  to  the  air;  of 
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bHildiii<rA,  fitr  oxHiiiple.  If  tlie  temples  of  Karnac  and  Luxor 
hud  Hut  been  injured  hy  men,  they  might  have  eulmistud  iu 
tlioir  orij^nnl  pcrleclion  idiiiost  for  ever,  for  the  inbcriptions 
on  some  of  tlieni,  tbiniyli  anterior  to  all  autlientie  hiMory, 
ure  fresliur  tlmn  i«  in  our  elini:ite  an  in^eription  tifty  yearii 
old  :  while  at  St.  Petersburg;,  the  most  maseire  workfi, 
solidly  exociitod  in  granite  hardly  a  {juneration  ago,  are 
already,  aa  tran^llera  tell  us,  almost  in  a  state  to  requiix) 
reconstruction,  fi-oni  alternate  exposure  to  summer  heat  and 
inU'nfto  frost.  The  wipcriority  of  the  woven  I'ahricH  of  South- 
em  £uroj)C  over  those  of  Kni^land  in  the  richness  and  clear- 
ness of  many  of  their  colours,  is  ascribed  to  tlio  gupcnor 
equalityof  the  atuicKphere,  for  which  neither  the  kuowled|i^ 
of  chemists  nor  the  likill  of  dyers  has  been  able  to  provide, 
iu  our  hazy  and  dump  climate,  a  comjilele  equivalent. 

Another  part  of  the  InAuence  of  climate  eonaiitt8  in  les- 
sening the  physical  rcqnircmeidfi  of  the  prodncera.  In  hot 
re^ons,  nninkind  can  exist  in  comfort  with  lees  perfect 
houfiiDg,  less  clothing ;  fuel,  that  absolute  neceseary  of  life 
in  cold  cHinntcs,  they  can  almost  disjicnse  with,  except  for- 
industrial  ase.s.  They  also  require  Ict4.s  aliment ;  a^  vx\Hy 
rience  had  proved,  long  before  tlieory  had  acconnted  for  it 
hy  ascertaining  that  most  uf  wimt  we  cnnsuute  as  food  is 
not  reqair<?d  for  the  actual  nutrition  of  the  organs,  but  for 
keeping  up  the  animal  hent,  nn<l  for  supplying  the  neces- 
iMiry  stimulus  to  the  vital  fimctions.  whi<-h  iu  hot  climates 
is  almost  sumt!iently  supjilied  by  air  and  sunshine.  Hach, 
therefore,  of  the  labour  elsewhere  cxpi-mlcd  t<»  jirocurc  the 
mere  necesjiariea  of  life,  not  being  required,  more  remains 
disposable  for  its  hiijher  uses  and  \U  enjoyments  ;  if  the 
character  of  the  inhabitants  does  not  ]*athcr  induce  them  to 
use  up  these  advantages  iu  over-]>opulatiuu,  or  in  the  indtd- 
sncc  of  rejKJsc. 

Among  natund  advantages,  besides  soil  and  climates 
must  be  mentioucd  abundtuicc  uf  mineral  produrtions,  iu 
convenient  situation)?,  and  <;apftble  of  being  work**il  with 
moderate  labour.     Such  are  tiic  coal-tields  of  (,Trvu.l  Utlv^ux^ 
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wliii'h  do  so  mnch  to  c-ftmpensatti  its  inhabitants  lor  the  dis-^ 
advantajres  of  climate ;   and  tlie  ucantely  iutbrior  rcsourco ' 
pOi^sesirLul    hy   this  conntry   and   the    Unitiid   Statt^A,  in   a; 
copious  sti]>ply  of  au  easily  rodnccd  iron  uro,  at  no  great! 
depth  below  the  carthV  eiirfacc,  and  in  close  jiroxiuiity  to 
coal  dfpohitd  KTaJluble  fur  working  it.     lu  mountain  mid 
hill  districts,  the  abundance  of  natural  water-power  makes 
ciinsiilerable  anioiids  for  the  usually  iufurior  fertility  uf 
lliofio  rc'gioiis.     But  perhaps  a  greater  advantage  t]ian  all 
tlie&e  Is  a  maritime  situation,  especiolly  "when  accompanied 
with  f!;<iod  natnnil  harhoiir** ;  and,  next  to  it,  ^reat  iia\*i|ja- 
blc  rivers.     These   advaiituffi'S  tonsitt  indeed   wholly  in 
Raving  of  cost  of  carriage.     l?ut  few  who  have  not  consid- 
ered the  liuhjeet,  have  any  adt-qiiate  notion  how  great  an 
extent  of  econoniical  advantage  thift  coniprid06 ;  nor,  with- 
out having  considered  the  influence  exeri'iscd  on  production! 
by  exchanges,  and  by  what  is  called  the  divibiou  of  labour, 
can  it  be  fully  estimated.     So  important  is  it,  that  it  ottcn 
does  more  than  comiterhalance  Hterility  of  soil,  ami  almost  I 
every  other  natural   inferiority  ;    cspeciaily  in  that  early 
Btage  of  indui^trv  in  which  labour  aiul  t^cientro  have  not  yet] 
provi<led  nrtiticial   meanR  of    conmiu ideation  capable  of, 
rivalling  the  natural.     In  the  ancient  world,  and  in  tho] 
middle  ages,  the  most-  prospcmns  communities  were  not 
thosf  which  )iad  tlie  largest  territory,  or  tho  most  fertile 
Boil,  but   rather'  those  wluL'h  had  been  forced  by  imlural 
Bterility  to  make  tho  ntrnoct  use  of  a  convenient  maritime 
situation;    as   Athens,  Tyru,  Marseilles,  Venice,  the  frco 
cities  on  the  Baltic,  and  the  like. 


§  3.  So  much  for  natural  advantages;  tho  value  of 
which,  cwUth paribus^  ie  too  obNious  to  bo  ever  underrated. 
But  experience  testifies  tlmt  natural  advantages  scarrely 
ever  do  for  a  eoniinunity,  no  more  tlian  fortune  and  station 
do  for  an  individual,  anything  like  %vhat  it  lies  in  their 
nature,  or  in  their  c-ipaeity,  to  tlo.  Kcithcr  now  nor  in 
former  ages  have  the  nations  possessing  the  best  cUmato 
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Mid  Boil,  l)ut'ii  ttilhcT  tlie  ricliesl  or  Ihc  iitosi  powerful ;  Tiut 
(in  60  i'ar  us  rt'pirUs  tliu  iuaj»s  of  tliu  jn-^njlej  gfriemlly 
fliiioiig  tliG  poorest,  tlioiigh,  ijt  iUa  iniU^t  of  poverty,  probably 
4m  tJif!  U'litile  tlic>  tuo&l  i->t)JMyiii^.  Huiiiiin  life  in  tliosc 
euiiutricd  can  bo  supported  on  so  little,  tlmt  thu  poor  seldtmi 
hulTcr  from  anxit;ty,  anil  in  clinmtea  in  wliidi  nieiti  existcncv 
is  a  pleasure,  the  luxury  wliich  they  prelor  is  tluit  of  repose. 
Energy,  at  the  call  of  pansion,  tliey  possess  iu  nbundauce, 
but  not  timt  wliich  is  inunifeated  in  Bnstained  and  pLTsever- 
iitg  labour :  and  as  tlicy  seldom  t;on(reni  tlieiiiBelveg  enough 
about  remote  ohjeets  to  establish  ^od  politienl  ini^titulions, 
the  incentives  to  industry  arc  further  weakened  by  imper- 
fect protection  of  its  fruita.  Sneeettsfut  produotion,  like 
luo&t  other  kinds  of  suoecss,  depeudis  more  on  the  qualities 
of  tliu  human  a<;ents,  than  on  the  oireumstances  in  which 
they  work  :  and  it  is  difficulties,  not  facilities,  llmt  nourish 
bodily  and  mental  energy.  Accordingly  the  tribes  of  man- 
kind who  have  overrun  and  conquei"ed  others,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  labour  for  their  benefit,  have  been  mostly 
reared  amidst  hardship.  Tliey  have  cither  been  bred  in  the 
forests  of  northern  climates,  or  the  deficiency  of  natural 
haasdships  has  been  supplied,  as  among  the  Greeks  and 
Komans,  by  the  urtiticitil  ones  of  a  rigid  military  discipline. 
From  tho  time  when  the  circumstances  of  modem  society 
punnitted  the  discontinuance  of  that  diseipliiie,  the  South 
has  no  longer  prodnewl  conquering  n&tions;  militarj' 
vigour,  as  welt  as  speculative  tlituight  and  industrial  ener- 
gy, have  all  had  their  prineijml  scats  in  the  Icsa  favoured 
North. 

As  the  second,  therefin-e,  of  the  causes  of  superior  pro- 
durttvencss,  we  may  rank  the  greater  energy  of  labour.  By 
thiH  h  nut  to  be  und4Tst<H>d  occasional,  but  regular  and 
habitual  energy.  No  one  nmh-rgoi't*,  wilhour  nninnuring, 
a  greater  amount  of  occasional  fatigue  and  hnrdciliip,  or  has 
his  bodily  powers,  and  &uch  faculiiei;  of  mind  as  he  pos- 

OS,  kcjjl  Ittngcr  at  their  utmost  stretch,  than  the  North 
nii^nVaii  Indian:  yet  his  indolence  iflproverl>\a.^,*«Ut\w>:T;it 
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lie  has  a  brief  resjiite  iVitm  thd  p)x*K»ure  of  pre^jciit  wiinl 
Individuals,  or  nutioiiH,  do  not  diHVr  so  niiicli  in  tliL>  etlurlAJ 
t}\cj  are  able  and  willing  to  make  trndui*  fitrung  uumt!dialu| 
incentives,  as  In  tlit-ir  r'H|iai-ilv  v(  jm-j^fnt  cixertion  for  a  dis- 
tant objfK-t ;  and  in  the  thoroughucAS  of  tlieir  ajiplication  tu 
\v*irk  on  ordinary  ocea^ious.  ISoine  amount  of  those  <iiniii-] 
ties  is  a  necPHitary  conditJon  of  any  gient  iniprovenient 
tuuoug  mankind.  To  civilize  a  savage,  lie  must  be  iniipircd 
with  new  wanti)  and  dehires*,  even  If  not  uf  a  very  elevated 
kind,  pruvldud  that  their  gratltieuiiou  ctiu  he  a  motive  taj 
steady  and  regular  hodilv  and  nieiital  exertion.  If  thftl 
negroes  of  Jamuii-a  and  Deinerara,  at'tur  tlnnr  eiuaneipationJ 
had  eontcnted  tlietiisetvcd,  as  it  was  jtrcdleted  tUcy  wuuk 
do,  with  tlio  nfN'eiu^ariea  of  life,  and  ahandoneil  all  lahour 
beyond  the  little  which  in  a  tropical  eliniutc>  with  a  iJiiu 
population  and  iihtindanee  uf  the  richest  Innd,  h  auAieient 
to  support  existence,  they  would  have  sunk  into  a  comlition 
more  barbarous,  tliotigl)  lesi^  unhappy,  than  their  j>reviuiu 
state  of  iilavery.  The  n>otive  wbieh  was  Hio6t  relied  on  I'ur 
inducing  them  to  work  was  their  love  of  fine  chrthea  and 
personal  onianient*.  No  one  will  stand  up  for  this  taate  n4 
worthy  of  being  cultivated,  and  in  most  societies  its  indul- 
gence teniU  to  inipoveiisli  rather  than  to  enrich ;  but  in  the 
state  of  mind  of  the  nugroes  it  might  have  been  the  only 
incentive  that  could  make  them  voh.nlarily  undergo  8y»- 
teiuatie  labour,  and  w>  ac<piire  or  maintain  habits  of  volun- 
tary industry  which  may  be  converted  to  moic  valuable 
ende.  In  England,  it  \e  not  the  desire  of  wealth  that  nwds 
to  be  taught,  but  the  use  of  wealth,  and  appreciation  of  tlu' 
objects  of  desire  which  wealth  eaimot  pun-haw,  or  for  at- 
taining which  it  is  not  re(]iiircd.  Every  real  tniprnvcment 
in  the  character  nf  the  English,  whether  it  consist  in  giving 
ihem  higher  luipiratiiuis,  or  only  a  juster  estimate  of  the 
value  of  their  present  objects  of  desire,  must  nccei^atily 
moderate  the  aniour  of  their  devotion  to  the  purgnit  of 
wealth.  Tliore  is  no  need,  however,  Ihat  it  should  diminish 
the  i^trenuous  and  business-like  application  to  the  matter  in 
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1(1,  wliicti  is  found  in  tlic  Ifcst  Kn>;lii(li  wurkmen,  and  w 

rir  imist  valuable  qunlity. 
TUo  de^irablu  triediuin  is  onu  which  niankiiid  hare  not 
ofYou  known  how  to  hit :  when  tht-y  du  labour,  to  do  it  with 
all  their  might,  and  cspncialty  with  all  their  mind  ;  bat  to 
devote  U.}  labour,  tor  mure  j>ccaini!iry  f^in,  Icwt-T  houre  in 
the  day,  fewer  days  in  the  year,  and  fewer  yuan  of  life. 


§  4.  The  third  element  whieh  deterniiuee  the  prodnc- 
tireness  of  the  labour  of  a  community,  is  the  skill  and 
knowled<re  theruin  I'xirfliiijj;  whether  it  be  the  skill  and 
kuowIedt;e  of  tlie  labourers  tlieinselves,  or  of  those  who 
direct  their  labour.  No  illustration  ia  rctjuitiite  to  ahow 
liow  the  efiiciu-y  of  inrhistry  U  promoted  by  the  manual 
dexterity  of  those  who  peiform  mere  routine  proeesses;  by 
the  intelli^nee  of  those  engaged  in  operations  in  which  the 
uiliid  has  a  I'on&iderable  part ;  and  by  tiie  anu.initt  of  knowl- 
edgo  of  natural  pnwert*  and  of  tlie  prtipprtlen  of  objects, 
which  h  tnniL-d  to  the  pur])o&cs  of  industry.  Tliat  the  pro- 
dnctivenesa  of  the  labour  of  a  people  ia  limited  by  their 
knowleilge  of  the  artti  of  life,  is  self-evident ;  and  that  any 
progress  in  tlio^  arts,  any  in)])roved  applieation  of  the  ob- 
jcctB  or  powers  of  nature  to  indnatrial  uses,  enables  tlie  same 
quantity  and  intensity  of  lal>our  to  raise  a  greater  prodnec. 

*)ne  prinripal  department  of  these  improveujcnts  eon- 
8i«la  in  the  invention  and  use  of  t^tols  and  machinery.  Hie 
manner  iu  wlii<rh  tht'se  serve  to  increase  proihu-lion  and  to 
eronomixR  laltonr,  needit  nut  be  spct-ially  detailed  in  a  work 
like  the  present :  it  will  be  found  explained  and  exemplified, 
in  a  manner  at  once  scientific  and  popular,  in  Mr.  Rab- 
liMge's  well-known  '*  Keonoiny  of  I^lachinery  and  Manufac- 
t«res."  An  entire  cliapter  of  Mr.  Cabbage's  book  is  com- 
posed of  instances  of  the  effioaey  of  machinery  in  "  exerting 
forres  too  great  for  launaii  powtrr,  and  t!X(^cuting  op^ations 
too  delicate  for  human  touch."  But  to  lind  examples  of 
work  which  could  not  be  performiil  at  all  by  nnawiihted 
Uibour,  we  need  not  go  so  far.     Without  ywwii^s.,'«v«VsA\i'^ 
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fiteam-enpnes  or  otherwise,  llie  water  wliieh  collectft  ii 
iiiiiies  cuuid  not  in  many  t^ituiiliona  lie  got  rid  of  at  all,  oiul^ 
Ilie  iniiifs,  after  being  -ttorked   to  a  little  tleptlt,  muBt  hoj 
nhanduucti :    wJthuiil  Blii{M  or  boalH  the  sea  could  neri 
Iiave  heeii  crossed  ;  witbout  tools  of  some  sort,  trees  eoiildj 
not  hv  (rut  down,  nor  rocks  excavutuil  ;  a  jilrtii^li,  or  at  least 
a  epadc,  is  necessary  to  any  tillage  wf  the  ground.     Verj 
simple  and   rinle  instnimcnts,  however,  nre  sufficient  to 
rcndLT  literally  possible  most  works  hillicrto  exe<Mited  by 
mnnkiud  ;  and  subsc^juent  inventions  have  cluefly  served  to 
enable  ihe  work  to  {m  performed  in  prcater  (K'rl'pHioM,  and,| 
above  all,  with  a  greatly  diminished  quantity  of  labour:] 
the  labour  thus  i>ave<)  beeomin<(  disposable  for  oilier  em-* 
plovmcnt. 

Tlie  use  of  machijierj'  is  far  from  being  the  only  mode  h 
which   the  effects  of  knowledt|;e  in  aiding  production  arel 
exemplified.    Jn  agriculturi;  and  hortieultiire,  mui'liiiiery  ia 
only  now  beginning  to  show  that  it  can  do  anything  of  iiii- 
porlance,  beyond   the  invention   and  progressive  improve- 
ment of  the  plough  and  a  few  other  simple  iustrnments. 
Tlie  greatest  agricultural  invi-nlions  have  consi«te<]  in  the 
direct  application  of  more  judicious  processes  to  the  laud 
itself,  and  to  the  plants  growing  on  it:  such  as  rotation  ofj 
crops,  to  avoiil  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  land  uncnlti-j 
Viilt^l   for  one  season  in   every  two  or  tliree;   improved] 
manures,  to  renovate  its  fertility  when  exhausted  by  crop-i 
ping ;  conversion  of  lx>g8  and  marshes  into  enlliviiblc  land  ; 
Kuch  modes  of  pruning,  and  of  training  and  propping  up 
plants  and  trees,  as  expciienee  has  shown  to  deserve  tlte 
preference ;    in  the  case  of  the  more  expensive  cultures 
planting  the  roots  or  seeds  further  apart,  and  more  com- 
pletely pulverizing  the  Boil  in  which  they  are  placod»  »S:eJ 
In  manufactures  and  coniuicrr;c,  some  of  the  most  imporLatil.] 
inipruvem(>ntA  consist  in  ccnnnniiziiig  time ;  In  making  the' 
return   follow  inorc  speedily  upon  the  labour  and  outlay. 
Tliere  are  otliei-s  of  whicth  the  advantage  consists  in  economy 
of  materiai. 
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§  5.  But  the  eflcc'ts  of  tJie  inercaswl  knowledge  of  a 
(■(.mniMiiity  in  increa^iinjr  it*  wealth,  iieort  the  h'i»8  ilhii^tru- 
litiii  na  they  hitvv  heeuiue  lutiiiti:ir  to  thu  niotit  uucdueuteilf 
from  ffUch  cunspiciioue  iiiHtauces  m  railways  and  «tcaui- 
ehipo.  A  tiling  nut  yot  t^o  well  uiulcrstoix)  und  recoj^iiei'd, 
is  Mlc  ccoiloniieal  viiliio  of  IJib  ^L'tiernl  ilitlMtiion  of  iiitelli- 
g«!rnr«  Htiionf^  the  ]MM)plu.  The  iittmhcr  of  [HinHniR  tilted  to 
direct  and  siipertnteiid  any  iiidnstrinl  entcrpriR',  or  evuu 
to  cxwMitc*  a»y  jfrtwess  whicli  ratniot  be  reduced  nhiioBt  to 
All  fttlair  uf  nieuiory  and  ruutlnu,  is  always  far  ^liurt  of  the 
demniid  ;  as  is  endent  from  the  I'lioniioiis  ihtien-rieo  be- 
tweou  the  wilaries  paid  to  BUeti  jk-tsoiis,  and  the  wages  of 
ordinary  labour.  Tlie  deficiency  of  practicnl  good  sense, 
which  reiiderw  ihv  iiinjority  of  the  laltouring  elasa  8ueh  had 
ttileulutors — wliicli  makes,  for  iiittance,  their  domestic  econ- 
nmi'  Ml  irnpmvithmt,  lax,  and  )rri><<;nlar — mu&t  di»qnalifv 
them  for  any  but  a  Imw  ^rade  of  intolligent  labour,  and 
render  their  industry  fur  less  prodwelive  than  witli  etpial 
wierpy  it  otherwise  might  be.  The  importanee.  oven  in 
this  limited  aspect,  of  popular  ednration.  i^  well  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  ^Militifians,  especially  in  England;  since 
cornj>L*Ienl  olwerviTS,  aeeu^tonie<l  to  employ  labourers  of 
varioUR  nations,  t.wtify  that  in  the  workmen  of  other  coun- 
tries they  often  find  frn-jil  intelligeriee  wholly  apart  from 
iiistruetioii,  but  that  if  an  Kii>,'li^Ii  labi»nn:r  ia  anything  but 
ft  lu'wernf  wood  and  a  drawer  of  water,  he  is  indebted  for 
it  to  e^lueatioii,  whic-h  in  his  ease  in  nlmoflt  always  self- 
education.  Mr.  K^scher.  of  Zurieli,  (aii  cnj.nneer  and  cotton 
manufacturer  omploi-ing  nearly  two  tlio.isand  workin<r  men 
of  many  different  nationf*.)  in  his  evidence  annexed  to  the 
Report  of  lh«  Poor  haw  rommiefiioners,  in  1840,  on  the 
trainiiijr  of  pauper  children,  |rivi>s  a  clmraeter  of  English  oa 
wmlrastt^  witli  Continental  workmen,  which  all  persons  of 
«imikr  expf-rienco  will,  I  Iwlieve.  confirm. 

*'Tlie  Italians"  i|uiekneits  of  pcn^eption  is  fihown  in 
rapidly  eompnlutidtn^  any  new  dcfieription^  nf  labour  put 
inUi  their  hands  in  a  ptiwer  of  *inicWy  eo\«YTv:VtwYwv^^\'4 


meaning  of  tlicir  employer,  of  n'Japting  tliemuelves  to  new 
circiiin«taiifM>}(,  uuutU  hvyoml  whut  any  other  ulanaeti  have. 
TIic  l''reuch  workmen  liave  the  like  natural  charaeterlstitv, 
only  in  a  Romewhat  l(»wer  degree.  Tlie  Engliish,  Swids, 
Geruiaii,  and  L>iit«:h  wurkiueu,  wc  find,  hiivo  alt  iiiiK-li 
i-hiwer  imlural  eoiiij>ielirin-ion.  \»  workniun  w(/y,  iha 
prut'crencc  is  undoulledJy  due  to  the  Euglisli ;  bccatiuc,  tts 
WL"  litid  them,  they  arc  all  tTHinwl  t*  (^[jecial  hniucliet-,  uii 
which  tiii?y  liave  had  com  para  lively  siipirior  trniniiig,  ami 
have  conecntrated  all  their  thoiifedits.  As  men  of  buaiuesa 
or  of  g;eneral  owilulncss,  and  as  men  with  whom  an  oin- 
pKiyer  would  best  like  to  be  siirioiiuded,  I  ^iiouid,  however,  ^^ 
deeidedly  prefer  rhe  Saxons  nnd  the  Swiss,  but  more  e8p<^,^H 
eially  llur  Siixons,  bccauae  Ihcy  have  had  u  very  careful  | 
general  education,  which  lias  extended  ihcir  eapueities 
beyond  any  special  einplaymout,  and  rendered  ibcni  til  to 
take  up,  at^er  a  i»hort  preparatiun,  any  eni]doynicnt  to 
which  tlicy  may  be  called.  If  I  have  an  English  workmau 
eug-agcd  in  tlic  erection  of  a  stearn-iMijjinc,  he  will  nnder- 
fitimd  that,  and  nothing  elae;  and  for  other  circnnistances 
or  othei*  branches  of  nieehnnics.  however  closely  allied,  ht 
will  be  comparatively  liclpk-tts  to  adapt  hiiniJclf  to  all  the 
circumstances  that  may  ariiic,  to  make  arrangements  for 
tliem,  and  give  sound  advice  or  write  clear  statements  and 
letters  on  his  work  in  tlie  vaiious  related  brunches  of  me- 
chanics." 

On  thoconnexion  l>ctwoen  mental  etdtivation  and  mora! 
trust  wort  hinetui  in  the  labourinw  class,  the  same  witness 
says,  ''llic  better  ediiciit/*d  workmen,  we  find,  are  difitin- 
guirilird  by  superior  moral  habit*  in  every  respeet.  In  the 
first  place,  they  are  entirely  sober;  they  are  discreet  in 
their  enjoyments,  which  are  of  n  nmi-e  rational  and  refined 
kinti ;  tliey  have  a  taste  for  much  better  society,  which  they 
approach  reppcelfnlly,  and  corKsequt-nlly  find  much  readier 
a*Iinittance  to  it;  they  cultivate  music:  tli^y  re.^d  ;  they 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  scenery,  and  make  parties  for  ejtcnr- 
^'ons  into  tht  country;  tUcy  arc  ecoivonucal, Mvd  their ocon- 
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omy  extenrls  beyoud  tlicir  own  puree  to  the  titix'k  »f  tlioir 
master;  Hw.y  are,  cotiriwuK'ntly,  honest  ami  tnist\vor(hy.'* 
And  in  an&ner  to  a  question  rcsjujrting  the  Englifih  wurk- 
tnen,  "  Whilst  in  n?s]iw_'t  to  tho  work  to  which  they  have 
beuu  epecially  trained  tliuy  ait)  the  most  skilful,  thuj  are  in 
conduct  the  nuwt  disorderly,  debftuelie<i,  iind  unruly,  and 
least  reepectablu  and  tnialworliiy  of  any  nntion  whatsoever 
uhuin  we  have  eniployed  ;  and  iu  saying  this,  I  trxpresa  the 
exjieriKnce  of  every  inanutUcturur  on  tlie  Continent  to  whom 
I  have  spoken,  and  espeeialiy  of  llie  Kn^lish  inunufactuR'rs. 
who  make  the  luudef^t  cfMHpliiiutti.  These  chumcterinti<rfl  of 
depravity  d«»  nut  i^'ply  lo  thu  Knglisli  workmi'ii  who  have 
received  an  eilu<!Mti«iii.  but  attach  to  the  others  in  the  degree  - 
iu  which  they  iiru  in  wnul  of  il.  When  thi'  uni^lm-nUHl 
English  workmen  are  ri-lcii8e<l  from  the  Iwuds  of  iron  dis- 
cipline ill  which  thuy  have  been  restrained  by  their  em- 
]»hjyers  iu  Kn;;land,  and  nrn  In'uted  wilh  the  urbanity  and 
friendly  fe<'ling  ^^hiel^  the  more  educated  workmen  on  tlto 
Continent  expe<rt  and  receive  fram  their  employers,  they, 
the  Kngliiih  workmen,  complclely  lose  their  balance:  they 
do  not  understand  their  ]ioi>'ition,  and  ntler  a  ecrtain  time 
become  totally  unnianagealile  and  useleas."  *  Tliis  result 
of  obnorration  ia  b()rue  out  by  experienoe  in  Enjiland  itsolf. 
Ab  Boon  as  any  idea  of  equality  entere  the  mind  of  an  ordi- 
nary Euglish  workings  uiau,  his  head  i»  turned  by  il.  When 
he  eeaees  to  be  servile,  he  becomes  insolent.    /Lt  U^>' 

T})e  nmral  qualities  of  the  lahonix-rs  are  fully  as  inq>»r- 
taut  Ut  tlic  efficicnry  and  worth  of  their  labour,  as  tlie  intel- 
lectual. Indeiwndently  of  the  effects  of  intt-mpcranco  npon 
their  bodily  and  mental  fncnltica,  and  of  tlijrhly.  unsteady 
hahilfi  iijHHi  Hit-  energy  and  continuity  of  their  work  (jtointa 
«o  eagjiy  rakderstood  att  not  to  require  beinp  inaistetl  njMra), 
a  u  well  worthy  of  wedilatiou,  how  much  <if  the  ajrgrepalc 


Th»  wtii^  nrMcnop  of  thU  iiilvlli^rrnt  and  #x|>eri(>n<«>t  ompI^^Tpr  «tf  Ubnui 
of  tttamiau  -.  m  irell  v  mttcb  teatioMay  on  stmtUr  ixrinu  bt-  oUtvt 
«oauin«il  ia  Uw  mme  iruluute. 
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effect  of  their  lalmiir  dcpciKls  on  tlieir  trust wortliineBS,     AH 
the  labuiir  uuw  fX|)eii<le(l  in  walchiiiu:  thai,  ihev  f'lillil  thulr 
oujj:ugt'»K^nt,  or  in  veril'yiiijj;  that  thev  havu  fiiliilled  it,  is  mi 
Tiiiicli  withdrawn  truiit  thu  reul  hui^iii(.-Ett  of  jinxiurlioii,  to  bai 
devoted  tu  a  siihisidiary  fnnetion  r«Midercd  needful  not  by' 
thu  iieiu'ssity  oflhiiiirs  hut  by  tlic  difahotit't^ty  of  men.     Nor' 
are  tlic  greatest  outward  precnotiona  more  than  very  imper- 
fectly otKfim-ioiis  wlierc,  as  \a  now  Hlnio»t  itirariahly  the  ca^e 
with  iiired  lahourerri,  thu  sli^liteftt  nthixuliini  uf  vigilance  is' 
an  opportiiiiity  eoj^erly  seized  for  eluding  performance  of 
tlu'ir  foiitract.     Thu  advant:ifj;e  to  mankind  of  Ijuinj^  able  to 
tniBt  one  another,  penetrates  into  evury  crevice  and  cruntiy 
of  hwnian  life :  the  oeonoiuiwil  is  |>erhap8  the  err.alle&t  part 
of  it,  yet  ev^eii  this  k  iueak-uhiblc.     To  consider  only  the 
most  obnoiia  ptirt  of  tlie  wo^tv  of  wealth  oecaeioiiL'd  to 
society  by  human  improbity  ;  there  is  in  all  rich  coinnmni-^ 
tte&  a  predatory  jKjj'uhitioii,  who  live  by  pillag^in^  or  o\ci>[ 
reaching  other  people ;  their  nnnibors  cannot  be  authentii 
cally  asceiiaincd,  but  on  the  lowest  estimate,  in  a  connti 
like  England,  it  is  very  laigc.     Tlic  support  of  these  pel 
sons  is  a  direct  burthen  on   the  national  indnsti-y.     Tin 
jHdiee,  and  tlic  whole  B}>paratus   of  p\lui:^hulcnt,  and   ol 
criminal  and  partly  of  civil  justice,  are  a  second  burthen 
rendered  ueccssary  by  the  first.     Tlie  cxorbitantly-])aid  pro-; 
fession  of  lawyers,  6(»  far  as  their  work  Js  not  created  bj 
defects  In  the  law  of  their  own  contriving,  are  required  am 
supported  principally  by  the  dishonesty  o."  mankind.     As 
tliti  standard  of  iuti'grity  in  a  couiniunitv  rises  higher,  all 
Uicse  expenses  bceome  less.     Unt  tliis  jiositive  saving  would 
be  far  outweighed  by  the  inwiienst;  increase  in  the  produce 
of  all  kinds  of  labour,  and  saving  of  time  and  cxpenditnrei 
which  would  be  obtained  if  the  labourers  huuestly 
formed  what  they  undertake ;  and  by  the  increased  spiril 
the  feeling  of  ])Ower  an<l  oonlidence,  with  which  works 
all  sorts  would  be  planned  and  curried  on  by  those  who  fell 
that  all  whiise  aid  was  requiretl  would  do  their  part  fi*itU 
fullr  according  to  their  contracts.    Conjoint  action  is  |>OB«i 
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rthle  jiiPt  in  prw]"orlioii  as  human  beings  can  rely  on  caoU 
uihcr.  Tliurc  arc  countries  in  Europe,  of  6r8t-ratf  industrial 
(mpaliilitios,  wlicrtj  tlm  luottt  Bertuiit)  liupudiuient  to  oonrlnct- 
ing  business  concerns  on  a  large  wale,  is  tlie  rarity  of  pcr&ons 
who  arv  suppoiieit  tit  tu  hv  trailed  with  the  receipt  and 
expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money.  Tliere  arc  nations 
whose  coninuHlitiea  are  luohed  shlly  upim  by  nien>liH)it.s 
tieeuii»e  ihey  cannot  depend  on  tiudiunr  tlie  quality  of  the 
article  eonfunnabic  l*i  lliat  of  the  Bample.  Such  short- 
sighted frauds  arc  far  from  unexnm[>lcd  in  Knglish  ex|iortK. 
Every  one  has  heiird  of  "  deviPe  dust : ''  and  among  other 
inet-unees  given  hy  Mr.  Uubbagc,  is  one  in  whicji  a  bnincli 
of  export  trade  was  tor  a  long  time  actually  stopped  by  the 
tbrf^eriea  antl  fraudij  which  had  occurred  in  it.  On  the 
other  band,  the  substantial  advantage  derived  lu  busine^iA 
transaetjons  from  proved  trustworthiness,  is  not  less  re- 
markably exemplified  in  the  ssinie  work.  "  At  one  of  our 
largest  towns,  sales  and  pun-has^s  on  a  very  exteni<ive  Bcale 
ore  made  daily  in  tlio  conrso  of  business  without  any  of  the 
parties  ever  exchanging  a  written  document."  Spread  over 
a  M'hole  year's  truniiactitMiA,  how  groat  a  return,  in  saving 
ot'time,  trouble,  find  expense,  is  brought  hi  to  the  producers 
and  dealers  of  ttncli  a  town  from  their  own  integrity.  "The 
influence  of  cat-ablislied  character  in  producing  confidence 
operated  in  a  very  remnrkahle  manner  at  the  time  of  the 
excltifiion  of  British  manufactures  from  tbe  Continent  during 
the  lost  war.  One  of  our  largest  establishments  had  been 
in  the  habit  nf  doing  cxteriftlvc  buslnesjs  with  a  house  in  the 
eenire  of  Germany ;  bnt  on  the  closing  of  the  Continental 
port*  against  our  niannfuctiin-s,  h»*nvy  penaltii'i*  were  in- 
flicted on  nil  tliojie  who  contravened  the  TSerlin  and  Milan 
deeroep.  Tlic  English  manufacturer  (wntlnucd,  nevertho- 
los*,  to  re<*eive  orders,  with  ilirections  how  tn  eouKign  tliem, 
mid  appointments  for  the  time  and  mode  of  payment,  in 
Jettorg.  the  handwriting  of  whicb  wan  known  to  him,  bnt 
which  were  never  signed  except  by  the  Christian  nnmfHr4>ne 
of  tlic  firm,  and  even  in  some  iiiMant'ca  Uve\  vjviTvi.  V\>\\yKA. 
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any  ei^niHtum  at  all.  Tlii*ae  orders  were  executed,  arid  iu  no 
instance  was  there  tlic  least  irrcgiilarity  iu  the  i)aymeuta."  * 
§  fl.  AiiKiiig  thu  wit^mdftry  cause*  wiiicli  detormine  tbo 
productiveness  of  productive  agents,  the  most  iuijiurtaut  is 
Security.  liy  serurity  1  mean  the  completeness  of  the  pro- 
teetion  wliieh  5<.»ciety  aHords  to  its  members.  This  eousiyts 
of  protection  bt/  tlie  {government,  and  protection  offaimd  the 
government.  Tlie  latter  is  the  moi-e  important.  Where  a 
pcnwm  known  to  possess  anytliing  wortli  taking  away,  euu 


*  Rome  rahior  IiwunoQi  uoticoi!  by  Ur.  Btibbnpe  may  be  cited  m  forthe* 
iUu«traiion  uf  ibe  waste  Dccasiotied  to  sunety  through  th«  iiiAkUitj  of  it«  nena* 
lx'r»>  to  Inii't  i)ni!  aiiutbt^r. 

"Thf  v<Wkt  irt  tbc  piiti-hMwr  ia  tho  pricr  he  pays  for  any  ■rliciv,  wldcd  to  the 
cud  of  vfrilyiuj;  tbu  ("act  pf  ibi  Imving  thai  iicpT«;v  of  poudneiM  fwr  wliich  be  enp- 
Inctii.  Ill  taiua  nuM^s,  the  gooiJiii«4  of  Ihtt  article  ia  evident  on  mi>n>  in^ieotJoD ; 
•nd  in  thoM  cum  then  ia  noi  much  difference  of  price  »l  iliflitrrni  «lio[>a.  Ttio 
goodiiMfl  of  lo«r  MOgar,  for  instance,  cau  be  diKomed  tlino-«i  at  u  glanit' ;  uid 
the  eoiiKr|iictKv  in,  that  Ibt-  iirico  is  mi  tinifuna,  and  llii>  jirofu  u[jon  it  na  Muall, 
timt  no  ^n}vrlr  bt  m  uJU  anxiuwa  lo  N'll  it;  whilst  on  tlif  ottier  band^  tea,  of  wbidi 
it  i»  (■io>''nling)r  (lilHuiiU  to  ju4lgf,  uid  which  cun  be  adultcniu*d  by  uiixture  w> 
•It  to  ilecfivtt  the  skill  even  of  a  prui.-tj.vd  eye,  hu  a  grctt  mricty  of  diiTctent 
piiocw,  aiKl  if)  that  artick'  wlucb  every  cincor  u  most  tnxioiM  to  «cll  to  hia  out- 
luiu(>T)i.  Till'!  clifliimliy  And  cspeasc  of  rcrificutou  are  in  »<Rno  iutilances  Mftreal 
tA  to  jiiNtity  tlie  •ii-viutiou  from  well-eMtblltlicd  pnnri|)Iee.  tbxa  it  i*  a  EeD^nJ 
mtzlni  tliat  rtovcmiuem  om  purchMf  aiiy  wtk-le  at  a  cheapw  mtt-  than  lltal  at 
which  they  can  raantifBcniri-  it  tlicniM-lvw.  But  it  Um,  ar^vtihvivsf.  Wvu  cnn- 
BtdercJ  more  ccontiniiful  to  l>iiiUI  citccjiive  flirtir-milhi  (such  w  tliiac  at  Dcpifnfill. 
Mild  to  priiiil  their  own  wiru,  ihnn  to  v«nify  isadi  mck  of  purehawd  Bour,  uiJ  to 
employ  perwwLi  in  duvfalng  method*  of  detcciiufi  ib«  new  ntadne  of  ndultvmtlon 
which  might  be  rontlnoaliy  resoru-d  to."  A  aimllar  want  of  roiifidcnce  luiglil 
diTprirt  a  nation,  puch  aa  the  Pnileil  Atairtt,  of  a  Urge  export  trade  in  flour. 

Apaln :  "fJome  yean  »in<'P.  n  mode  of  pii-pBrin;;  old  doTer  and  trHuil  kv<U 
by  a  proccB  callcil  4-elririnfj  bM-aine  ho  prtvjiionl  ii»  to  eicil)*  tlji-  iUlenlion  of 
the  House  of  Common*  It  a|»i)Ean«<l  in  evidffnc«  before  a  ru«imiil»T,  tlwt  tim 
old  wed  of  the  white  clovoi  wan  dortorod  by  first  wttting  it  slit^lillj,  nud  tfai-n 
dryiwK  it  by  tl»o  fumoa  of  biimini^  itulpliur;  and  llal  the  red  diner  «h^  had  it* 
colour  improved  by  sliakint;  it  in  a  tock  with  a  small  iinantiiy  of  tnilij;** ;  biit  tidi. 
being  detected  utter  n  time,  the  doetar*  thett  umhI  a  pri-|MKitinn  of  lopwood,  fintd 
by  a  liulc  coppcnw.  and  nomptiiiw*  by  TeMligris;  ttnis  at  on«  tmprorltig  the 
iipT»e«ninoe  of  the  old  accd,  and  diminislHag,  if  not  di*Iroying.  its  Trgetitivc 
power,  already  enfceblwl  by  a^.  Sup]wBing  no  injury  luui  resulted  to  pood 
seed  BO  prepared,  il  was  provwl  tliat,  from  the  improved  appearance.  tlit<  luaHiel 
pHof  woaltl  be  eobantied  by  lhi»  ptocw*  tTom  ftt-a  to  iwcnty-fivc  ahiUioRS  n  hwr 
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rotpwt  nothing  Imt  lo  luivy  it  turn  from  him,  with  every 
cirt;uni8tauce  of  tyranni<!al  vioUiiK'i;,  by  tlin  a^nts  of  a 
rapftcions  govern in(?iit,  it  i6  not  likely  that  many  will  exert 
theniiM!lve»  ttt  jtroducu  much  more  tliaii  nccessiirios.  This 
is  tlic  acknowlwigiil  explauutioii  of  the  poverty  of  many 
furtilu  tnicta  of  Ai>ia,  wlilt^h  were  oiu'c  pn^sporotis  and  popu- 
lous. Frona  tliis  to  tlie  <lcgree  of  Bociirity  enjoyed  in  the 
best  govcrn«l  parts  of  Enrojie,  there  are  umiierous  grnda- 
tiona.  In  many  provinces  of  France,  hefure  the  lit-vuhition. 
a  vii'ioiiii  system  of  taxation  on  the  land,  and  still  mure  ihe 

divd-«ei|;)iL  Hut  tlw  grculcsl  rril  nrtMi;  fram  itic  circiuiuCancc  cif  tbesc  pro- 
ec*m»  ivntlcrinij  t»lil  «iul  wurllili-Mi  mhiI  ei)iia]  in  appcimtice  to  llw  lK»t,  <)tio 
fritnvM  hwl  UitA  wnie  iltx:turc<l  seed,  and  (uun<l  thai  nui  ibovo  one  grain  In  a 
biUMhvil  p^'**,  awl  ilui  ilumv  which  tUd  \vgi.-Ui\»  <Iktl  owav  atVTwnrda;  wbilsl 
olioitt  ri((htir or  nitwl y  per  vfiil.  of  ffxni  seuil  uiiuiilly  puwH.  TIa-  svfd  no  trratcd 
wa*  siilil  lu  Tvtail  licah'r*  in  the  country,  who  of  nMJmv  i.-ntli-avoiin.-al  tu  purcbtM 
at  Uw  dn-ajMi't  rati',  ami  from  llipm  il  pot  into  the  banJ^  of  (he  farmers,  ni'Iltit-r 
of  Uwacclamo  If'mj:  (iifuilili!  of  ilixliD^uiNhing  thu  fniiiijiilcnt  from  the  gcnuiilu 
M«L  Maitjr  ciilliv^tturx  in  e<»i«-«tu>'ii(<o  <li»iinifjinl  Duir  cousniiiplioii  of  tlic 
■rtifl«A,  and  otlii-i«  wm-c  oblip^)  to  pay  a  hif^hrr  price  tu  tliotw  «tio  liail  vliill  tu 
.fl^U\g,au!ii  thv  luUfd  Mcil,  and  vlur  tiiil  inlcgriiy  an<l  cbaiai*ter  to  pi'ereiil  tlKW 
dealing  ui  it.*' 
The  nunc  writer  Maifft  titnt  Irish  flns,  (boiijrh  In  nalunl  qtialltT  tuTLTior  to 
OOM'.  wlla,  or  did  Uu-l|  wtl,  in  llif  market  «l  h  iMmnr  Ut  twofwni-e  pvr  pound 
lew  lima  tvrrifa  nr  nriliT'li  flax;  imrl  yl  Ihr  dilRrcna;  arising  from  ncKlif^mco 
in  lla  (iit>(iiuiiii(m,  Imi  part  fiom  lh«  t.-au<t;  iiirMtion<^^J  in  tbc  cvidt-nuv  of  Mr. 
OortT,  luanr  Teara  Swrwtary  lo  iJie  Iri:«li  [>iiii-n  Boanl :  "  Tlic  owners  of  Oh-  (tax. 
»bo  an'  aliDint  always  pL-opli*  in  the  liiwer  cla>s(~4  of  lift-,  Ix'li^^vi?  ibat  ihcy  can- 
kiea  idnuiBa  Ibair  own  uili!iv.<iu  hy  impiwin;;  on  tJic  buyora.  Fins  U-in^  Mild  ity 
«#ight,  nuloiH  oxpcdicntji  arc  (t<vj  tu  iiu-ruosu  it;  and  every  espL-dliml  ia  iliju- 
rioiu^  partictilariy  ttu;  d.impliig  of  It;  a  rcry  common  pructtoc,  wliich  inakw  the 
flax  aRtTwanb  beat.  Tho  iniidc  of  every  bundle  (and  the  buodlca  all  vary  in 
bulk)  u  ofVn  full  of  (x'hbks,  or  dirt  of  various  kind:),  lo  InorMW  tbs  wdght 
In  tlib  »lnt*.-  il  is  pun-hiUL-d  and  ezportnl  lo  tin'at  Britauu" 

tt  witfiififL'ii  ill  i-vi'U'nw  l^'for^.'  n  (Vmtitiitl^i-  of  tb(>  Iluiue  of  CommotM  that 
I  Ia«-  Imdf  at  Notlineliuni  had  grpully  fidlfn  off,  friim  tlip  mukiii^:  of  frnuilu- 
n  and  Im)  artii-tfrn :  llifll  "  ii  kind  of  litiv  i-Allfd  Jtini^r-prfint  w&A  man<ifa«liire«l/ 
ft  Mtill  qitoti'  !Kr,  BbWwk'".)  "•''''■''.  altlmu;;!!  pot"!  to  tho  ryi*,  In-cann-  nrarly 
tpDlIt^d  in  «a«liinfr  by  llu>  i>1)pp!nK  of  ibo  Ihivade ;  tliut  not  one  (ivrstjii  tu  a  thou- 
aatal  njuld  diAtliif'uUb  tbo  diOeroncc  betwvvti  ut^c  pieaa  sikI  doable-prc-BH  lace ; 
that  ercD  workmen  and  nuiniif«ciar«r«  wvrv  obliged  to  employ  a  mapiiiying' 
giuK  for  thai  porpo-H?;  and  thai  in  auiitlier  aiiutlar  artirlv,  called  warpliiw,  suvb 
«td  wa^^iaential'' 
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absence  of  rcOress  ogtiin^t  the  arbitrary  exactions  whidi 
weru  iniide  WTulf-r  colour  oi'  ihe  UiXQs^  renderetl  it  tbe  interest 
of  every  cultjvfttor  to  iippear  jxtur,  mid  therefinv  lu  uulti- 
vat«  bailly.  Tho  only  ini^ec'unty  wliich  is  altogether  pur* 
alyziiig  to  tlie  active  unergierj  of  jirodmeri-,  is  Uiat  arising 
from  the.  jrovennneiit,  or  fmni  ])er6oni»  invested  with  its 
atithoi'ity.  A^^uin^t  all  other  dcprcdaturs  tliere  is  a  haye 
of  defending  oneself.  (Jreece  jnid  tlic  Greek  nolunies  in  tbe 
ancient  woHd,  Fbiiidorti  and  Italy  in  the  middle  a^»,  by  no 
means  enjoyed  wliut  any  one  witli  modem  ideas  would  call 
security  :  the  state  of  society  was  most  unsetlled  and  tnrhn- 
lent ;  person  and  pniperty  were  exposed  to  a  thousand 
dangers.  But  they  w  ere  free  eounti-ics ;  they  were  in  geu* 
crni  neither  arbiliarily  oppressed,  nor  systematically  plun- 
dered by  tlieir  governnicntB.  Apiinst  other  L-nemies  tho 
iudividiml  energy  wUidt  their  in»titution£  called  Ibrth, 
cnablc<l  tliem  to  make  sueeesslnl  resistance :  their  labour, 
therefore^  was  cjidncntly  productive,  and  iboir  rirhea,  while 
they  remained  free,  was  constuutly  on  the  inercnpo.  The 
Roman  despotism,  ])nttin|;  an  end  to  wars  and  internal 
eonflicis  throughtmt  tho  emjiire,  relluvcd  the  subject  popn- 
lation  from  much  id*  the  former  insecurity :  but  bm^ause  it 
left  them  luidcr  the  tcn'ndinjr  yoke  of  its  own  rapacity,  ihoy 
"became  enervated  ami  imjKiverishcd,  until  tliey  were  an 
easy  jirey  to  barbarous  but  free  invaderH.  They  would 
neither  fight  nor  labour,  because  they  were  no  longer 
sutrored  to  enjoy  that  for  which  they  fbu^lit  and  laboured. 

Much  of  the  set'ui-ity  to  person  and  properly  in  modem 
nations  is  the  effeet  of  maimers  and  opinion  rather  tlian  of 
law.  There  are,  or  lately  were,  countries  in  Europe  whore 
the  monarch  was  nominally  absolnto,  but  where,  from  tbo 
restraints  imiKJsed  by  c^lablisbed  nsagc,  no  subject  felt 
practically  in  the  smallest  danger  of  liaviug  bis  possessions 
arbitrarily  seized  or  a  eontribiition  levied  on  them  by  the 
government.  There  must,  however,  bo  in  such  govern- 
ments much  petty  plunder  and  other  tyranny  by  subordi- 
nate agenUj  for  which  redress  is  not  obtained,  Dwing  to  tlie 
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want  of  publicity  wliieh  is  the  ordinary  character  of  abeo- 
Inte  gnvoniiiK'iilK.  In  England  tlic  people  are  tolerably 
well  prbteetwU  both  by  iimtilutioim  ami  iniiiiiierti,  against 
the  ageuts  of  government ;  but,  tor  tlic  security  tliey  enjoy 
a^iiust  other  evil-doers,  they  are  very  little  indebtwl  fo 
thfir  iut>titutionia.  Tlw  laws  eniiiiot  be  said  to  alVord  pro- 
tection to  projjerly,  when  tliey  aJi'ord  it  only  at  such  a  coet 
Rs  renders  submission  to  injury  in  genera!  the  better  calcu- 
lation, 'llie  security  of  property  in  Engtaiul  is  owing 
(except  OS  regards  open  violence)  to  opinion,  and  the  fear  of 
GXpognre,  nuuh  more  than  to  the  law  and  the  courts  of 
lost  ice. 

Independently  of  all  im]>crfeetlon  in  the  bulwurks  whieli 
iocicty  jmrposely  tlirows  round  what  it  ri!coj;niK<«  as  ]>rop- 
crty,  there  arc  various  other  modes  in  wliich  defective  insti- 
tiition«  impetle  tlic  employment  of  the  productive  resourcea 
of  a  country  to  the  best  advantajrc.  Wc  tihall  liavc  occaxiim 
for  noticinjn^  many  of  these  in  the  progress  of  our  subject. 
It  is  sufficient  here  to  remark,  that  the  cfliriency  of  industry 
may  be  expected  to  be  givat,  in  ])i-oportLOD  as  the  fruits  of 
industry  arc  insured  to  the  pereon  excrtin;;  it:  and  that  all 
Micial  arrangomenttj  are  conducive  to  useful  exertion,  accord- 
ing sn  tlipy  provide  that  the  reward  of  every  one  for  hie 
labour  shall  be  proportioned  as  much  as  possible  to  tlio 
benefit  which  it  prnduccs.  All  laws  or  usaorcs  which  favour 
eclasaorsort  of  per»ouB  to  tlic  disadvantage  of  otlicrs; 
ich  chain  up  the  efforts  of  any  part  of  the  community  in 
ursuit  of  llicir  own  good,  or  stand  l)etwecn  those  efforts 
tlicir  natural  fruits — ^are  {independently  of  all  other 
founds  of  condemnation)  violations  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  economical  policy  ;  tending  to  make  the  aggre- 
gate produi!tive  powers  of  the  community  protluctive  in  a 
leu  degree  than  they  would  otherwise  be. 
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CHAPTER   Vm. 


OV  CO-OPE ILITION,   Oi:  TUE   COMBINATION   OF   LABOIK, 


.  §  1.  Is  the  eauracration  of  tho  circuniatancea  wliich 
•promote  tlm  jtruJiictivcuL'sfi  of  labour,  wc  have  left  ouc 
iintouclicd,  which,  because  of  iU  importance,  and  of  tlie 
many  t4>picg  uf  illi^cufesioii  which  it  involves,  rc(|iurcs  to  be 
treated  apart.  This  is,  eoiiperation,  or  thu  combined  action 
of  niinibum.  Of  this  jficat  aid  to  produetion,  a  single  de- 
partment, known  by  the  nanin  of  Division  of  labour,  lias 
CDf^agcd  a  large  shai*e  of  the  attention  of  political  cvodo- 
miftts ;  most  deservedly  indcod,  but  to  tho  esflusion  of  oilier 
case's  and  cxcniplilications  of  the  same  comprehensive  law. 
Mr.  Waketicid  wai^  I  believe,  the  first  to  point  out,  that  a 
part  of  the  Bubjoct  had,  n-ith  injurious  effH<:l,  been  niiiitaken 
for  the  whitle :  that  a  more  fnndaiiLentat  principle  lies  be- 
neath that  of  the  division  of  labour,  and  noinprehends  it. 

Coifperalion,  he  observe*,*  is  "of  two  distinct  kinds: 
iirst^  sudi  eoiipcralion  a.s  takes  pbu:e  when  several  persons 
help  each  other  in  the  same  employment ;  BCcondly,  snch 
coiiperation  as  takes  phti-e  when  several  persons  help  each 
other  ill  different  cmploymenU.  Tliese  may  be  tiirmcd 
Simple  Cmiperation  and  Complex  CoCiperation, 

"Tlie  advantage  of  fiinitle  coript-ratitm  is  illutitrat«(1  \ty 
the  case  of  two  greyhounds  running  together,  which,  it  is 
Haid,  will  kill  more  hares  tlian  fonr  ;»reyhounds  rnnning 
ficparatcly.  In  a  vast  number  of  simple  operations  per- 
formud  liy  human  exertion,  it  is  quite  obvious  tliat  two  men 

*  SOK  U/  Wttke&cM'A  MViliott  vX  Adwn  &iu!Llv,  Tut.  i.  ^.  2A. 
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working  togclUcr  will  do  more  tliuii  four,  iir  four  tinics  four, 
men,  uucb  of  wlicriii  aIiqiiM  work  iilonu.  In  the  lilting  of 
heavy  wuiglits,  for  uxauiplc,  in  the  felling  of  truus,  lit  the 
6ttwing  of  tluib«is  in  tlib  gatlimug  of  much  hay  or  oorn 
during  a  short  period  of  liuu  weather,  in  draining  a  large 
extent  of  land  during  the  »horl  meiwun  when  (*uch  a  wurk 
limy  bo  properly  vondueteU,  iu  the  piiUiug  of  ropes  on 
boanl  ship,  in  the  rowing  of  large  boats,  iu  tumc  mining 
opvi'ationti,  in  the  erection  of  a  scallulJing  for  building,  and 
in  the  brtrakitig  of  btones  for  the  i-epair  of  a  road,  no  tliat  thu 
whole  of  the  road  shall  alwii^vs  be  kept  in  goi»d  onler:  in 
u11  these  simple  ojierationtt,  and  Uiouiiaadii  more,  it  is  uh^i-  ■ 
lutely  necebsary  that  many  pei-sons  should  work  together, 
Ht  the  same  time,  iu  the  game  ]tlaoc,  and  in  the  fuuno  way. 
Tlie  savagejs  of  New  Holland  never  help  eaeh  other,  even 
in  the  uioi$t  ^niptc  operntionii ;  and  tlieir  condition  U  hardly 
Buporior,  in  gome  rcKpeets  it  'm  inferior,  to  that  of  thu  wild 
animals  wbiirh  they  now  and  tlien  catch.  Let  any  one 
imagine  that  the  hihoureni  of  Kngland  tHhoiihl  suddenly 
dofiist  from  helping  each  other  in  simple  cmploymente,  and 
lie  will  ftce  at  once  the  pniHigions  advantage*'  of  simple  co- 
ofjeration.  In  a  eountle&s  number  x>i'  employments,  the 
produce  of  laltor  is^  np  to  a  certain  point,  in  proportion  .to 
fiueh  mutual  a^ii^tnuec  amongst  the  workmen.  This  ii>  the 
first  6tcp  in  bociul  improvement.''  The  second  is,  when 
*'  one  body  of  men  having  combined  their  labor  to  raise 
inorefiHHl  tlian  they  rc<ptired,  an(^ther  body  of  men  are  in- 
duced to  combine  their  labour  for  the  purpose  of  producing 
more  clollics  than  they  rutpiire,  and  with  those  8Hri>luii 
clothes  buying  the  eiirplns  fix)d  of  the  other  body  of  labour- 
ers; while,  if  both  bodies  toj;rether  havcproflucwi  more  food 
and  eluthcti  than  they  both  require,  both  iH^lies  obtain,  by 
meanii  of  exchange,  a  proper  capital  for  sotting  more  labour* 
ors  to  work  in  llicir  resptctivtf  occupations/'  To  simple 
cot'ipcration  is  thiui  feuperaddcd  %vhat  Mr.  'Wakefield  terms 
\  Complex  Coiiperatinn.  The  one  is  tlie  coml>ination  of 
I  teyeral  labourers  to  hcly  each  other  in  Uie  «naiia  wX  ^  tsffffn.- 
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.tions ;  tlie  other  ib  the  couibinntion  of  ecvcral  labourers  lo 
help  one  imotliur  liy  »  division  of  alterations. 

Tliere  id  *' an  important  distinction  between  simple  and 
t'niiii)lex  coiiperBtion.  Of  the  foiiuer,  one  is  always  con- 
H;ioiis  at  tlie  tiuie  of  ]M'a<.-ti(sing  it :  it  iis  obvious  to  tlie  most 
ignorant  and  vulgar  eye.  Ul"  tliu  latter,  but  a  very  few  of 
the  vaat  nnmben*  who  praelise  it  are  in  any  dcg>oe  con- 
Bciouh.  The  cawsc  of  tins  distinction  i&  caeily  seeu.  When 
several  niuu  are  employed  in  lifting  the  game  weight,  or 
pulling  tlie  same  rupe,  at  the  aanie  time,  and  in  the  eainc 
place,  tJiero  ean  be  no  soil  of  doubt  that  they  couperato 
with  each  other;  tlie  faet  is  impressed  on  the  mind  by  the 
uicre  M.>n»e  of  eight :  but  when  several  men,  or  bodies  of 
men,  ure  employed  at  dift'creiit  times  and  ]>loei?s,  and  in  dif- 
ferent pursuits,  their  coiiperalion  with  each  other,  though  it 
may  be  ([uite  as  certain,  is  not  so  readily  perceived  as  in  the 
other  case :  in  order  to  perceive  it,  a  complex  operation  of 
the  muid  is  rt'fjuired." 

In  tlie  pre!>eiit  state  of  eociety  the  breeding  and  feeding 
of  ahccp  is  the  occupation  of  one  bct  of  people,  dressing  the 
wool  to  prepare  it  for  the  spinner  is  that  of  another,  epin- 
ning  it  into  tliread  of  a  third,  weJiving  the  thread  into  broad- 
cloth of  a  fourth,  dyeing  the  cloth  of  a  iifth,  making  it  into 
a  coat  of  a  sixtli,  without  counting  the  multitude  of  carrier?, 
mercbantti,  faetorb,  and  retnilcri^,  put  in  rcijui^ition  at  tbe 
ftueceseive  stages  of  this  progress.  All  these  pei-sons,  with- 
out knowledge  of  one  another  or  previous  understanding, 
cooperate  in  the  production  of  the  ultimate  result,  a  coat. 
But  thi«e  are  far  t'roui  being  all  who  (Wiperate  iu  it ;  for 
caeh  of  tlicsc  iH^i-sons  i-equirts  food,  and  many  other  articles 
of  consumption,  and  unless  he  cnuhl  have  relied  that  other 
people  would  produce  thefto  for  him,  he  could  not  have  de- 
voted Jiis  whole  time  lo  one  etcp  in  tlie  suceossion  of  opera- 
tions which  prrKluet«  one  single  cominodit}*,  a  coat.  Every 
person  who  took  pai-t  in  producing  food  or  erecting  bouBcs 
for  tliJB  scries  of  prmlncers,  haa,  however  nneouBoiousIy  on 
his  part,  combined  hta  labour  witb  theiro.    It  is  by  a  real. 


OOSIDINATIOK  OF  LABOUB. 


159 


I     uv 


tlinngli  uncxpresBctl,  concert  **  that  the  bwly  who  raise  more 
food  tirmi  they  WJiiir,  can  cxcIiuiiiJh  wilh  tin?  Iwily  who  rnisu 
UK»re  elotliL's  than  tl»e.y  want ;  itnd  it'  the  t\v«i  hmJies  weit* 
parated,  oithcx-  by  dmlance  or  disinclination — unlesa  tlie 
two  lioiiiiw  should  virtually  form  themselves  into  one,  lur 
llie  cnaiinon  ohjcet  of  raif-in^  en^n^^h  Cooil  and  elotluM  t'or 
die  whole — ^they  could  uut  divide  into  two  diiitinct  parts  tlic 
whole  o|)cration  uf  pmducing  a  sutHoient  quantity  of  food  >^i 
au.l  clothes."  -^ 

is  2.  Tiie  iniirit'nw!  exerciiied  un  jirodiictiiiU  by  the  s*;- 
paralion  uf  crnpluynu-nts,  is  umro  tunduiiicutid  than,  fnjtn 
the  mode  iu  which  the  subject  is  usually  treated,  a  rwider 
mi^it  be  indueeil  to  siiiiposu.  It  is  not  merely  that  when 
the  priMluetiou  of  different  things  becomes  the  sole  or  prin- 
I'ipjd  occu]i:iti»m  of  iHU'erent  poi-aoiis,  a  mueh  greater  cjuaii- 
tity  of  eaeh  kind  of  article  is  prodiiee<l.  Tho  truth  is  mueh 
beyond  this.  Without  some  separation  of  employments, 
verj'  few  things  would  bo  produee<l  at  all. 

Suppose  a  set  of  persons,  or  a  number  of  families,  all 
eniplovL-d  preeisely  in  rjiesameniflnner;  each  family  sctile<] 
on  a  pieix:  of  its  own  land,  on  whieli  it  grown  by  it**  lalMtnr 
tho  food  rei]uired  for  ita  on*n  snstennnee,  and  as  there  are 
no  pertMMis  t«  buy  any  8nri»lu8  produce  where  all  are  pro- 
ducers, ciieh  family  has  to  j»ro<lnec  within  iti^eif  whatever 
other  artielea  it  consumes.  In  snob  circnmstaiicos,  if  the 
soil  was  toK'Ribly  fertile,  Hn<l  jtopulatioii  did  not  tread  too 
closely  on  the  heels  of  euhriiRtence,  there  would  be,  no  doubt, 
some  kind  of  domestic  manufactures ;  elotliing  for  the  family 
»niglit  perhaps  bo  spun  and  woven  within  it,  by  the  labour 
prubably  of  tho  women  (a  liivt  step  iu  the  separation  of  em- 
ptoymentA'i;  and  a  dwelling  of  some  sort  would  be  erected 
and  kept  in  repair  by  their  united  labour.  But  beyond 
siniplu  food  (preearious,  too,  from  the  variations  of  tho 
seiutoDt!),  eoarse  clothing,  and  vory  impt'^rfect  lodging,  it 
would  bo  seurcely  possible  that  the  family  should  pnKluce 
anytliing  more.    They  would*  in  gcneTa\,  T(M\vv\tfe  ^w  \i\- 
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inoitt  exertions  to  u(rcoTn])li»(li  bo  inii<')i.  Tliuir  power  even 
of  fxtnicting  food  from  tlic  soil  woulil  be  kept  witlim  imr- 
row  liniitit  hy  the  qiiiility  of  their  (ooIk,  s\  hicii  would  iieeoft- 
sarily  be  of  tho  most  wrutched  description.  To  do  almost 
anytliiii^  in  tlm  way  of  |n-o(lm;inj^  for  tlikrini>*.'lvca  »rlifles  of 
couvcnjencc-  or  luxury,  would  rc<|uire  too  muck  time,  5ud, 
in  many  oaai»,  tlieir  presenttu  in  u  diflurcnt  plucc.  Veiy 
few  kinds  of  industi-y,  therefore,  wotdd  exist;  and  that 
which  did  cxigt,  namely  the  pi*o<1uction  of  necessaries, 
would  be  c-xtremcty  inefficient,  not  Bolcly  from  imperfect 
im{)lcment6,  but  because,  wiieu  the  ground  and  the  domeatic 
industry  fed  by  it  had  bL'cn  made  to  supply  the  neco&sarics 
of  a  tiiiiglo  family  in  tolerable  abundance,  there  would  be 
little  motive,  while  the  nuinlK^rB  of  tlie  family  remained  the 
guuic.  to  make  eitlier  tiie  laud  or  the  labour  produce  more. 
But  fiui>p<ise  an  event  to  occur,  which  would  amount  to 
a  revolution  in  the  circumstances  of  thie  little  w^ttlcmcjit. 
Suppose  that  a  company  of  artificers,  jirovldod  with  tools, 
and  with  fixjd  suftieient  to  maintain  them  for  a  year,  arrive 
iu  the  country  and  catabllHh  ihemBclvcs  in  the  midst  of  tlie 
population.  Tliesc  new  settlers  occupy  themselves  in  jiro- 
duelrii;  articles  of  use  or  t^nrnment  ada])ted  to  the  taste  of  a 
simple  people ;  and  before  their  food  is  exhausted  they  have 
pro<luceil  IImhso  in  congiilcrablc  <pi:mtity,  and  arc  ready  to 
exchange  them  for  nnirc  Ibod.  The  economical  position  of 
the  lauded  population  is  now  most  materially  altered. 
They  have  an  (tpportimily  given  tJiemofftc<]uirintf  comforts 
and  luxuries.  Things  which,  while  they  depended  solely 
on  their  own  labour,  they  never  could  have  iditained,  be- 
cause they  could  not  have  produced,  ore  now  aceeasible  to 
them  if  tliey  can  f^uceeed  in  ])r<idnctng  an  additional  qtiau' 
tity  of  food  and  necessarieft.  Tliey  are  thus  incited  to  in- 
crease the  productivcue^  of  their  industiy.  Among  tlie 
conveniences  for  the  first  time  made  acreesible  to  tliera. 
better  tools  am  probably  one ;  and  apart  from  this,  they 
have  a  motivo  to  lalmnr  tnore  ashiduou^Iy,  and  to  adopt 
coatrivanceti  for  making  tUc\r  labour  more  effeclnal.     By 
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ReS^Tncans  they  will  genonilly  BUCOL-ed  iii  compelling  tiicir 
laiiU  to  produce,  not  only  foud  for  tbcmBcKes,  but  a  gurpluB 
for  tbe  ucw  comers,  wherewith  to  buy  from  them  tho  pro- 
duols  of  tlieir  industry.  The  new  settlers  constitute  what 
16  eulled  a  rnarkH  lor  guiijlua  Hgrii'ultural  ])rodDee:  and 
llteir  arrival  has  enriched  ^le  settlomont  not  only  by  the 
wanufaclurt'd  articles  wliitih  thi^  produce,  hut  by  the  fcKrti 
which  would  not  have  been  produced  unless  they  had  been 
tliere  tu  con^nme  it. 

Tliere  U  no  iiicon&isteDcy  between  this  doctrine,  and  the 
prupoeition  we  before  uiaiiitaiued,  that  a  market  for  com- 
moclitt06  does  not  contititute  einplnyuient  lor  labour.*  Tho 
labour  of  tho  agriculturists  was  ahi'ady  provided  witli  em- 
ployment; they  are  not  indebted  to  the  demand  of  the  new 
comers  for  being  able  to  maiuttun  themselves.  Wliat  that 
demand  iloea  for  them  is,  to  call  their  labour  into  inereased 
viffiiur  and  efliciency  ;  to  stiniulHt<^>  them»  by  new  motives, 
to  new  exertions,  JJcither  do  the  new  coinei-s  owe  their 
maintenance  and  emplo^^ment  to  the  demand  of  tlie  a^eul* 
turist«:  with  a  year's  subsistence  iu  store,  they  cuuld  have 
Rettlcd  side  by  side  with  the  former  inhabitants,  and  pro- 
duced a  similar  scanty  stock  of  food  aud  uecessarieB. 
Kevertheleftj,  wo  see  of  what  pnpreme  importance  to  the 
produutivenesa  of  the  labnur  of  producers,  is  the  existeuco 
of  other  producers  within  reach,  employed  in  a  diQcrent 
kind  of  industry.  Tlio  power  of  exclian_n;in^  the  producte 
ufonckindof  labour  for  tliosc  of  another,  is  a  condition, 
but  for  wliich,  there  woi^Id  almost  always  be  a  smaller 
<[uantity  of  labour  altoi^ether.  When  a  new  market  is 
opened  for  any  product  of  industiy,  and  a  greater  quantity 
of  the  article  is  coii&eqnentty  protlnccd,  the  increased  pro- 
duction is  not  always  obtained  at  the  expense  of  some  other 
product;  it  U  often  a  new  creation,  the  result  of  hibour 
jrhicli  would  otherwise  havu  remained  unexerted  ;  or  of 
Ifitance  rendered  to  labour  by  improvementa  or  by  modes 
co(>pcriLtion  to  which  recoure«  would  m>t  have  been  had 

•  Sdjirt,  l>p.  114— 1^. 
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if  HI)  iii(lii(-ciiiei)t  had  not  been  odcrcil  for  raising  a  larger 
produce. 

N/  §  3.  From  these  i-oiiAitlumtiona  it  ft|>{»eflrfl  that  n-  conu- 
-  try  will  seldom  liavc  a  productive  Hgrieiilttire,  unlc-w  it  has 
',  a  large  town  pdjiitlatiuri,  ur  the  only  available  suh&titute,  a 
large  export  trade  in  agricultural  produee  to  supply  a  popn- 
latiun  el  sew  lit' re-  I  use  iJie  phrawe  tnwu  jiopuhitton  fur 
ehortueiis,  to  imply  a  population  non-agricultural ;  which 
will  generally  be  collected  in  WwnH  or  large  village*,  for 
the  aakc  uf  combination  of  labour.  The  upplieation  of  this 
trutli  by  Mr.  "Wakefield  to  the  theory  of  colonization,  has 
6xeite<l  much  attention,  and  is  doubtless  destined  to  excite 
mueli  mure.  It  is  one  of  those  gretit  practical  discoveries, 
which,  once  made,  appear  so  obvious  that  tlie  merit  uf  mak- 
ing them  seems  less  than  it  is.  Mr.  "Wakefield  was  the  first 
to  point  out  that  the  mode  of  planting  new  settlements,  tfaes 
(■oTumonly  ]>racti(?wl — Retting  down  a  nnniber  of  families 
.side  by  side,  each  on  its  piece  of  land,  all  employing  them- 
selves in  exactly  the  mmc  manner, — though  in  favourable 
circuniiitauccs  it  may  assure  to  tho^e  families  a  rude  alAin- 
dance  of  mere  necessarieiii,  can  never  be  otlier  thuii  unfavour- 
able to  great  production  or  rapid  growth :  aud  bis  ayglem 
eonsists  of  ari-angcmente  for  eeeuring  that  every  ei>hmy  shall 
have  from  the  fir.st  a  town  jiopulatiou  biaring  duo  propor- 
tion to  its  agricultural,  and  that  the  cultivators  of  the  buU 
almli  not  be  so  widely  scattered  as  tr>  be  deprived  by  dis- 
tance, of  the  benefit  of  that  town  population  asunmrkct  for 
their  proiluce.  The  prtn<-i))le  on  which  the  scheme  ifi 
founded,  does  not  depend  on  any  theory  respecting  the 
superior  jiroductivenet^g  of  laiid  held  in  large  portions,  and 
cultivated  by  hired  labour.  (Supposing  it  true  that  land 
yields  the  greatest  produce  wlicn  divided  into  pmall  proper- 
ties and  cultivated  by  peasant  proprietors,  a  town  [mpula- 
tion  would  be  just  as  iipcesaary  to  induce  tiiose  ]>roprietor8 
to  raise  that  larger  produce:  and  if  thoy  were  too  far  from 
the  iWHreat  seat  of  nuu-ngriculttiral  Judustry  to  use  it  sw  a 
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market  for  disfKHJiiig  nt"  their  !<iir|)liis,  and  thereby  Hiipplyinjr 
tbt-ir  otlmr  watitb.  ueithur  that  gurplu8  uor  any  equivaJciit 
for  it  would,  generally  speakinnr,  be  ]mKluce<l. 

It  is,  abovu  alU  thu  duHi-a-ncy  of  town  jMipiiliition  which 
Hniit8  the  prwinctivenerw  of  tlie  imliisitry  ol*  u  conntry  like 
Indiu.  The  ajrrieultiire  of  Jndia  is  conducted  entirely  on 
ibe  sygtfni  oi'  gniiill  boldin;;^.  There  is*  boweverj  a  con- 
siderable nnioimt  of  eornltinatiun  of  l)d>onr.  Tlic  vilbi^ 
institntiunii  and  enstoius,  which  are  the  real  framework  of 
Indian  gotuety,  nmk(<  pntvii^idn  for  joint  action  in  the  caws 
in  which  it  is  seen  tu  be  nLct-ssjiry ;  or  whero  they  fail  ttt  do 
«i*,  the  fri»verninent  (when  t4tlenihly  well  adniinisiercd)  fiteps 
iu,  ftud  by  An  outlay  from  thu  revenue,  executed  by  com- 
bincd  bd)our  tho  l^mki;,  und>iuikiiH-nt&,  and  works  of  irriga- 
tion, which  ore  iudiapendiiblc.  Tliu  iniplcnicnlii  and  prr> 
of  Rgricultnro  are  liowever  so  wretched,' that  the 
produce  of  the  noil,  in  i^pito  of  great  uittnrnl  fertility  and 
a  climate  hijfhly  favonrablo  to  ve<j;cIation,  is  miserably 
Ktimll :  and  the  land  might  be  niaile  to  yiiild  food  in  abun- 
dance tnr  ninny  more  than  the  prcBcnt  number  of  inlinbi- 
tantfl,  without  departint;  fntni  tlip  nynteni  of  small  holding. 
Hnt  to  this  the  stimnlus  Is  wanting,  which  a  larjcio  town 
popnlntion,  connp<*ted  with  Ibe  rural  dititricta  by  easy  and 
imcxpcnsivc  meaTis  of  cunnnutiication,  would  atlord.  Tliat 
town  popniution,  again,  docs  not  grow  up,  because  the  few 
wants  and  una.s[)inii<;  spirit  of  the  cullivntorM  ( juiiied  until 
y  with  pncftt  insecurity  of  properly,  from  military  and 
wyd  rapacity)  previMit  them  fnmi  attemptini;  to  1vec<untt 
consumers  of  Utvnx  produce.  In  these  eiitumstoucea  the 
lir>t  chance  of  an  early  development  of  the  productive  re- 
noun-eti  of  India,  conjtis-tjt  in  the  raj)iil  ijrowlh  of  itn  export 
of  i^icultural  produce  (cotton,  indigo,  sngar,  coffee,  &c.) 
to  the  markclfl  of  Eurojic.  Tlie  pivwlucci"?  c>f  these  artiflc* 
are  cont-uruers  of  food  iF>nppticd  by  their  feltow-apncullunsts 
in  India ;  aiul  the  market  thus  opened  for  surpluH  food  will, 
if  !ic<-i»rnpi)iiicfl  by  pood  jrovcrnment,  raise  up  by  de<:n"et* 
more  extended  wants  and  desires,  dirccied  eVvXiet  \.o*«t^ 
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European  cotnmodiHcs,  or  towards  things  wliitb  will  re- 
(juirc  for  their  pruductiou  id  India  a  larticr  iimiiuti(rtimng 
[fopulalioii. 


^  4.  Thus  far  of  the  Bepuration  of  eniploymcnte,  a  form 
of  tlic  cumhiimliuiL  uf  labour  without  wliich  ttiere  canuot 
be  the  first  rudiments  of  industrial  civi]ixntion.  But  when 
tliis  suparation  is  ihoroUf^hly  tiHtuhlisli&l ;  wiien  it  lias  be- 
come the  general  praetic-e  for  each  produecr  to  t^upply  many 
others  with  one  commodity,  and  to  be  supplied  by  othere 
with  moiit  of  tlie  tliingB  whicli  Uv,  vxninumoe- ',  reasons  not 
Iciis  real,  though  less  imperative,  invite  to  a  further  oxten- 
eiuu  of  tlie  same  principle.  It  is  found  that  the  productive 
|>ower  of  labour  is.  inercascd  by  carrying  tlie  separation  fur- 
tiicr  and  further;  by  breaking  down  more  and  more  every 
proucsfi  of  industry  into  parts,  m  that  each  hilM)urcr  aliall 
confine  himself  to  an  ever  smaller  number  of  simple  opera- 
tions. And  thus,  in  time^  aric^e  those  remarkable  cases  of 
what  in  called  the  division  of  labour,  with  which  all  readers 
on  snbjcets  of  this  nature  arc  familiar.  Adam  SmithV 
illustration  from  pin-making,  though  so  well  known,  is  so 
much  to  the  point,  that  I  will  venture  once  more  to  trans* 
cribe  it.  "The  business  of  making  a  pin  is  divided  into 
about  eifrhtccii  distinct  operations.  One  man  draws  out 
the  wire,  another  stratgliis  it,  a  third  cuts  it,  a  fourth  points 
it,  a  fifth  grinds  it  at  the  top  for  rec^eiving  the  head ;  to 
make  tlie  head  re<jnircs  two  or  three  dit-tinet  o])eration3; 
to  put  it  on,  is  a  pecnliar  bt^fiinei's;  to  whiten  tlie  pins  is 
another;  it  18  even  a  trade  by  it«elf  to  put  them  into  the 
paper,  .  ,  .  .  I  have  seen  a  small  manufactory  where 
ten  men  only  were  entploycd,  ami  where  some  uf  tliem* 
consequently,  performed  two  or  three  distinct  operationtL 
But  tliough  tliey  were  ver}'  poor,  and  therefore  but  indiffer- 
ently accommodatitd  with  the  necessary  macliinery,  tliey 
could,  when  tlicy  exerted  thcraselvea,  make  among  them 
about  twelve  imunds  *jf  i>ins  in  a  day.  Tlicre  are  in  a 
potwd  upward*  of  four  thousand  pins  of  a  mi<hlling  size. 
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Tlioso  Ion  pen*on8.  thervfore,  cuiild  make  among  ttibiD  up* 
n-tmls  (»t*  fortv-ci^lit  tliousiMnd  pins  in  a  day.  iCarli  pnrson, 
iherefon;,  making  ^  tenth  part  ol'forty-eiglil  tluiusainl  pins, 
might  be  cimsidiirttd  as  making*  four  tliouaand  ui^ht  hun* 
droti  pins  in  a  day.  But  if  lliey  bad  all  WTonglit  Bepor- 
ately  and  indopt'ndt'ntly,  and  witiiout  any  of  thtim  having 
htsen  etUtraiud  to  this  pccnliflr  business,  flioy  cenainly 
could  not  each  of  them  have  inado  twenty,  perhaps  not  one. 
pin  in  n  day. 

M,  Say  furniclios  a  still  stronger  example  of  the  ofTeots 
of  division  of  labour — from  a  not  very  important  Itraneh  of 
Industry  eerUiinly,  the  mmuifat'ture  of  phiying  cards.  "It 
is  said  by  those  engaged  in  the  bu«ne68,  that  each  card, 
lliat  is,  a  pie*!e  of  pasteboard  of  thu  tilzu  of  t}ic  hand,  before 
being  i-Giuiy  for  sale,  does  not  undergo  fewer  than  seventy 
operations,*  qvqtv  one  of  which  might  lie  the  occupation  of 
ft  distinct  chisa  of  workmen.  And  il'  there  are  not  seventy 
classes  of  work-people  in  each  canl  mimufftctoi*y,  it  is  be- 
cause the  division  of  labour  is  nut  earrii'd  so  far  as  it  might 
be;  because  the  same  workman  is  charged  with  two,  three, 


*  "  Oi  DO  soDt  polm  \ca  lo^mea  ourrien  qui  pnipiiretit  Ic  ptpier  Oont  on  lUt 
Iw  cnrtc*.  ni  Icii  coalv'ir»  Hnnt  on  k9  enprvint :  ct  cii  oe  fcMint  mifntion  (|U'«U 
Mill  emplui  <li:  cm  tiuiiit-Trti,  noun  trauvcmna  qii'un  ji-u  ilv  mrten  vsl  \c  Ktuiltat 
Jc  ptaatciirB  u|>6m(ionn  iloiit  chaoini*  occtipp  uiio  wrio  cUglinvIo  d'oiivriere  vt 
iI'tMiTriirc*  qui  VKjijiliiiuMit  ttmjuuni  h  U  tminn?  np6nitian.  CeMitt(li>i<  per- 
•vniwa  illlBrenUA,  t>t  hiiyoui^  Ira  m&mcA,  c|Ut  i'-|iluch«Tni  lea  buufhrnia  el  gitis- 
Mu»  qst  M  tionvvnE  Aam  le  papl«r  <4  nuinutuiL  A  IV^^-hliiA  JVpouiwUr;  \»» 
mfimva  qitl  colkat  euwintilt!  lea  tni»  fvaillv*  da  papier  duiil  ec  cooipoae  lo  oar- 
tnn  «(  qoi  Ic  mritcul  en  proMe ;  lei  mimM  qui  impiiment  «n  nnir  In  dextrin  d«a 
figurei>:  d'nuitra  ourrtiTS  imprimcat  les  conlcuni  <tv»  mimea  Ggnnt;  tfnuinui 
font  iwi')ii*r  au  r^-liaiiil  hf  cartons  unc  luu  qii'ilM  »oiil  iiiiprini^^;  d'aulm  e'occu- 
|H.*nt  ili>  Ira  limer  tlt^uu!:*  Pi  dnsnin.  C*i^  uiie  nci'it|iutiiiii  purliiull^n:  iiui  lU-  \rit 
caap^T  iTi-ptiv  dimenaion;  e'en  ritl  uik>  kuIiv  di>  In  aaMtmbler  jiour  uii  Toriner 
dw  joox;  uno  autir  «ocorc  dlmprimpr  lc«  cnrftoppcH  dm  J^ux;  pl  nno  aiilra 
1m  «an>lopper ;  mm  compter  lea  ronctjonii  dM  persoaniw  dtai-^^V-a  dm 
(If «  atlmu*.  da  x*ytv  1m  ouvrlcrs  «  dc  wnir  la  *criiun»,"— .Say,  '"miM 
J'EtotimnK  foiiti'jw  I'mdiw,  rwl.  i.  p.  M'i. 

It  ui  a  rvmarkablr  proof  of  |1m>  c<viioniy  of  labour  orcaaioned  hj  tliis  ininole 
ititMJon  nf  (M.-vti[n(iiitis,  Uial  an  article,  lltr  prodiicIinD  uf  wlitcli  »  tht*  malt  uf 
•ucli  a  roullltude  of  maounl  op«nitioiis,  can  be  8u\d  fur  %  liSffiit^  tum. 
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or  four  distinct  oporatioiis.  TIio  inHiieiK'.e  of  tliis  diBtri- 
biition  of  entjilnyments  is  imniejigc.  I  have  sccu  a  card 
inanufactorv  wh«n:  tliirtv  workiin-n  productid  djulj  fiftut-ii 
tliou&and  Hvc  liunditHi  caixls,  buiug  abovo  five  Jiundred 
cuixIh  for  ea<'Ii  IsdjouitT;  and  it  may  be  presumed  that  if 
<?aeU  of  these  workmen  were  obliged  to  purfonn  all  the 
o|Hirationfl  hitiiself,  evon  Eiipposin^  him  a  praeti«ed  bundj 
iiL-  would  not  perhaps  complete  two  cards  in  a  day :  and 
the  thirty  workuien,  iustwid  of  iitWu  thousand  live  hundred 
cardft,  would  make  only  sixty." 

Iti  watch makinji:,  as  Mr.  Babbnge  obsLTVcs,  "it  was 
stated  in  evidence  before  a  Committee  of  the  Iloase  of 
Connitons,  that  there  are  a  hundred  and  two  dititinct 
branches  of  tiiis  art,  to  each  of  which  a  boy  may  be  put 
upprcuticn;;  and  tliiit  he  only  learns  hi^  mueterH  depart- 
ment, and  is  uiiabk%  after  his  apprcMticeship  has  expired, 
without  auh8c<jucnt  in:*truL'tion,  to  work  at  any  other 
hranch.  Tlic  wrttch-iint«hor,  whose  busiuess  it  is  to  put 
together  the  scattered  parts.  \»  the  only  one,  out  of  the 
hundred  and  two  persons,  who  can  work  in  any  other 
dcpaitnicnt  than  his  own.*"* 

§  6.  The  causes  of  tlie  increased  efficiency  given  to 
labour  by  the  division  of  employments  are  some  of  theiu 
too  familial*  to  recjuiri?  )>p('ri6cation ;  hut  it  is  worth  while 
to  attempt  a  couiplote  enurneratioii  of  them.  By  Adam 
Smith  they  are  replaced  to  tlireo.  "  Firet,  the  increase  of 
dfxtcnty  in  every  particular  workman;  seroudly,  the  sav- 
in;4  of  the  time  which  is  commonly  lust  in  passiuj^  fn»m  onfl 
species  of  work  to  another ;  and  lastly,  the  invention  of  a 
preat  mimbcr  of  mm-hines  which  fucilitate  and  ahridge 
laltour,  and  enable  ime  Tnan  to  do  the  wurk  ol' tuiuiy.** 

Of  the«c,  the  ihcrense  of  dexterity  of  the  individtial 
workman  is  the  most  ohviona  and  universal.  It  does  not 
follow  that  because  a  thing  has  beuu  done  ottener  it  will  be 


Sttmamy  of  Marhintry  and  Jtanu/Actt(r«,  Vt&  PirfVtikm.  jf.  t1>l. 


combikation  ok  LAIIUUK. 


167 


dono  better.  Tliat  depends  on  tlie  intelligence  of  the  work- 
man, and  on  tlie  dejjreu  in  vhit.-li  Ins  mind  works  niong 
witli  his  hands.  Biu  it  will  be  dune  more  cattily.  The 
organs  theint^elveH  ac^qnire  jrrentiir  jiower:  the  mnselctf  em- 
ployed ^aw  stronger  by  fre<]iient  excreiee.  the  sinews  more 
jdinnt,  and  the  mental  puwerR  more  etlicient,  ititd  loss  bi>n8i- 
ble  of  fatigue.  What  eau  be  dune  cat>ily  hoit  at  ]eiu«t  a 
ln'tlt-r  eliant'c  of  bein^  dune  well,  and  ie  sure  to  be  done 
more  eX[»edilionsly.  What  v,H>i  at  iirbt  done  slowly  ronies 
to  bo  done  quickly  ;  what  was  at  first  done  slowly  with  se- 
euracy  is  at  last  done  quickly  with  equal  aec-tntu.*y.  Tliis 
is  as  true  ol"  nn-ntal  operations  as  of  bodily.  Even  a  child, 
alter  much  practice,  eums  up  a  eolnnm  of  HgnreB  with  ft 
iiipidity  whieli  resc-nibles  intuilion.  The  ft<rt  of  i^peiiking 
any  language,  of  njjuling  fluently,  of  playing  muriic  at  eightf 
are  cftees  as  remarkable  as  they  arc ,  familiar.  Among 
Ij'idily  acts,  dancing,  gymnastic  exercises,  case  and  bril- 
liancy of  execution  on  a  musiral  instninient,  are  examples 
of  the  i-apidity  an<i  facility  acquired  by  reiietitiun.  in  sim- 
pler innnnal  operations  the  efl'ect  is  of  coni-se  still  sooner 
produced.  "The  rapidity,"  Adam  Smith  observes.  "  with 
which  some  of  the  njwrations  of  certain  manufactures  arc 
performed,  excetrtU  what  the  hnnian  hand  could,  by  tho«e 
wlio  had  never  wen  tlicm,  be  supposed  capable  of  acquir- 
ing."* Tliis  fikill  is,  naturally,  attained  al'ter  shorter  pnie- 
tiec,  in  proportion  as  the  division  of  labour  is  more  minute; 
ami  will  not  be  attained  in  tlio  eame  degree  at  all,  if  the 


*  "  Id  KstrotMimitnl  ubsorrniloiis,  tlit  aetata  of  tb«  oprrator  are  rendcrwl  m 
KcaW  b;  bobii,  that  he  cnn  etthnatc  (iiRerfticM  of  time  to  tbc  tcnih  oF  »  second ; 
Ktitl  wljiul  lit«  tneftiiiri'ip  ttutrament  to  gmdiiatiotui  of  wbicli  fire  Ihoiuaiid  ocvupy 
fm\y  an  »wh.  It  w  ihe  witnt'  Uiriiij(;h«ut  iho  wiinminiiiit  prvirpsseA  of  uimuriwv 
lure.  A  child  wliu  fiiflk-ur'UU  flie  b<'U<li  uf  \m]»  «rU  iv|k>iii:  nii  opt-ntioii  iniair- 
iog  ivTprm]  diiitiDcl  motiiinfl  of  the  rnii«cl<.>!iaTM->  Itundml  timos  m  tniuutr  (tw  ftv- 
eni  4Ui-(t-«iTu  liutinf.  In  ■  rfLfnl  UMH-lit-tilnr  (Mi|)rr  It  wiu>  >intvU  iluit  a  jifi-nliw 
■Ort  t>r  Itrifil  nr  ' Kituji,'  nIik'Ii  ('<>'1  UirM-  xliilliripi  iimkiik^  wtiin  tirM  iDtroduccd, 

now  lUMiuirai-tunt]  fur  om'  in-itnv;  and  l)iU  not,  m  lutullr,  hr  lliu  invfiiiioii 
bfiv  nudiUie,  but  ■ulclj'  tliruui-b  tlic  iocrawcd  doxlw-ity  or  thv  noHunaa." 
Hinjfft  Jtm*ie  for  Jantuii-v,  IM'J,  p.  SI. 
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workirmn  liiu  a  jyjrettter  variety  of  opci*ation&  lo  oxct-utc 
tliau  ull'jws  of  »  Htinicienlly  fi-(><|ut>nt  iisixttition  of  facli. 
T)i(i  advantii^  is  not  conlini.'d  to  tlic  greater  cffificm-y  ulli- 
iiiatoly  »Uainc*(],  but  includes  hIbo  tim  dimitiiiidied  Iom  of 
lime,  ami  wnt^tc  of  material,  in  learning  the  art.  "A  cer- 
tain c£uantitr  of  inatcrial,"  unyn  ilr.  Babbap;,*  "will  in  all 
(;a9C8  be  consumed  unprofitubly,  or  spoiled*  by  every  person 
who  learns  an  art;  ami  as  he  applii^i^  himself  to  each  new 
process,  he  will  wasto  suniu  of  the  raw  inatcriaU  ur  of  Uiu 
partly  manufactured  commodity.  Bnt  if  each  maijfcnmit 
this  waste  in  uctjuiring  successively  every  process,  the  quan- 
tity of  waste  will  be  niucli  greater  than  if  each  pei-son  eon- 
tine  hid  altenlitm  lu  one  process.**  And  iu  general  eai'h 
will  be  much  sooner  Cjnaliiied  to  execute  his  one  process,  if 
he  be  not  difttmcted  while  learning  it,  by  the  neecfisity  of 
learning  others. 

Tlie  second  advantage  enumerated  by  Adam  Smith  as 
arising  tVoni  the  ilivi^ion  of  lahoar,  is  one  on  whidi  1  e-an- 
not  iielp  tliinkiiig  lliat  moi'e  i>tret;i)  is  laid  by  him  and  olherti 
than  it  deservoA.  To  do  full  jiieitice  to  his  opinion,  I  will 
fjuole  Ilia  own  exposition  of  it.  "The  advantage  whii'h  is 
gained  by  saving  tiic  time  commonly  lost  in  passing  from 
one  sort  of  work  to  another,  in  much  greater  than  we  should 
at  first  view  be  apt  to  imagine  it.  It  is  imp<>!<siblc  to  pa»a 
very  qnickiy  from  one  kintl  of  work  to  another,  tliat  is  ear* 
lied  on  in  a  ditlerent  place,  and  with  quite  ditlereut  too]^ 
A  country  weaver,  who  eultivatcs  a  small  farm,  must  Iwe 
a  good  dL-al  of  timu  in  pitSbiug  from  his  loom  to  the  field, 
and  from  the  field  to  his  loom.  When  tlie  two  trades  can 
be  eiirried  on  in  the  aanie  w<)rklionfie,  the  loss  of  time  is  no 
doubt  much  less.  It  is  even  in  this  case,  however,  very 
considemble.  A  man  conmioidy  suuntei's  a  little  in  turning 
his  hand  from  one  6ort  of  employment  to  anntlier.  ^\'lIen 
he  first  Itegins  the  new  work,  lib  is  seldom  very  keen  and 
liearty ;  bis  mind,  m^  tlii-y  say,  does  not  go  t<»  it,  and  for 
some  time  he  rather  trifled  than  applies  to  good  purpose. 
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T)i6  Imliit  of  saiintttHiig  ntut  of  indolent  carolesA  application, 
wbicli  is  naturally,  or  ralLcr  necessarily  aeqiiired  by  every 
coHiitrj*  worktTiiiii  wlio  \a  oMi^i'd  to  clmnj^t!  Iiib  work  and 
his  tools  evory  Lalf  hour,  and  to  apply  hid  hand  in  twoaty 
dillVivuL  wjiys  nlaioBt  iiVi']y  diiy  of  hi*  lift*,  renders  hint 
aimost  always  slothtnl  and  lazy,  and  incapable  of  any  vig- 
orcma  Hppli{;atiou  even  on  the  most  pressing  occatiions.'' 
Tliia  U  surely  a  most  exaggerated  description  of  the  iiieffi- 
fipncy  of  eountry  labour,  where  it  haa  any  adequate  motive 
to  exertion.  Few  workmen  ciiangc  their  work  and  tlicir 
tools  oftcner  than  a  gardener ;  is  lie  nsually  incapable  of 
vi^rous  application  J  Many  of  the  higher  dcscHjilion  of 
arti«nti8  have  to  peribrm  a  great  niuUiplicity  of  operations 
with  a  Variety  of  tools.  They  do  not  execute  each  uf  thcHU 
witli  the  rapidity  with  which  n  factory  workman  portbnns 
hift  ftiiiglc  operation;  bnt  they  are.  except  in  a  merely 
manual  sense,  more  ekillul  lubourcru,  uud  in  all  scnsta 
whatever  more  energetic, 

T^Ir.  Haliitage,  fulh^wing  in  the  track  of  Adam  Snntli, 
says,  ^When  the  human  hand,  or  the  hnman  head,  has 
been  for  Bomc  time  occupied  in  any  kind  of  work,  it  cannot 
in&tuntly  change  its  employment  willi  full  etltct.  ITio 
muscles  of  the  Irndis  cmpIoyc<i  have  acquired  a  flexibility 
during  their  excrrion,  and  those  not  in  action  a  stillness 
during  rest,  which  rendoi-s  every  change  bIow  and  nnef^jual 
in  t}ie  commen cement.  I^>ng  habit  also  produces  in  tlie 
muscles  pxerci^'d  a  capacity  for  enduring  fatigue  to  a  much 
greater  degree  than  tliey  could  support  under  other  cir<mm- 
stances.  A  eluiiiar  result  aecniB  to  take  place  in  any  change 
uf  mental  exerttnn;  the  attention  bestowed  on  the  new  sub- 
J(«t  not  being  &o  perfect  at  iirst  as  it  becomes  af^crsonic 
ciccrciso.  The  employment  of  dilforent  tools  In  the  succes- 
sive proceitscs,  is  anolbcr  cause  of  tlic  loss  of  time  in  chnng- 
ins  from  one  operation  to  another.  If  these  tooU  are  sim- 
ple, and  the  change  is  not  fre<|nent,  the  loss  of  time  la  not 
ocMiriidcrable ;  but  in'  many  processes  of  the  arts,  the  tools 

nrc  of  great  delicacy,  rcfjniring  accnraVu  tt*!i"^\\*X\\\M\i\.  tNtx-^ 
s 
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time  they  are  u&od ;  and  in  many  eitscs,  tlio  time  employed 
iu  iidJuHtin^  hcui^  a  Inrgi;  pmportiun  tu  thut  cinpluyed  in 
u»iiig  the  twjl.  T)ie  Bluliiig-rcst,  tlie  dividmg  and  tlio  drill- 
lug  cugiiie  are  of  this  kiiul:  and  heaee,  iu  luuiiiiractori^s 
ol'  fiiiHiciciit  extent,  it  itf  found  to  he  gotxl  eeorioiny  to  kecfp 
ouo  Diiichino  constautly  umpluycd  iu  ouo  kind  of  work :  ono 
laihe,  for  ex»iii[)le,  having  a  screw  motion  to  its  Bliding-i-cet 
along  the  whole  li:ngth  of  its  bed,  Jti  kept  cotustanlly  uiukiog . 
cylinders;  another,  having  a  motion  for  ctiualiziug  the  Te- 
locity of  the  work  at  the  point  at  wldch  it  p:iKHes  llio  tool,  is, 
kept  for  facing  surfaces;  whilst  a  tliird  ia  eonfitautly  em- 
ploywl  ill  cuiting  wheels." 

I  am  vary  far  tVoni  implying  that  thcec  different  consid- 
erations aro  of  no  weight ;  hnt  I  think  there  are  counter- 
con  si  derations  which  arc  overlooked.  If  one  kind  of  mus- 
cular or  nientul  labour  U  different  from  anotlier,  for  that 
very  reason  it  is  to  some  extent  a  rest  from  that  other;  and 
if  tho  greatest  vigour  is  not  at  ouec  ohtainud  iu  the  second 
ocenpution,  neither  could  the  iirst  have  hecn  indeJinitely 
prolonged  without  eomc  nJaxation  of  enei^y.  It  18  a  mot- 
t-er  of  common  experience  that  a  change  of  occiiytatioti  will 
often  afl'urd  relief  where  complete  repose  would  otherwiM! 
Lo  necesftiiry,  and  that  a  person  can  work  many  more  honr» 
without  fatigue  at  a  Buccession  of  occupations,  than  if  con- 
fined during  the  whole  time  to  one.  Different  occupatioUR 
employ  different  muscles,  or  different  energies  of  the  mind, 
some  of  which  n-st  and  arc  refreshed  while  othoi-s  work. 
Bodily  labour  itself  rests  from  mental,  and  convcreely.  Tlie 
variety  itself  has  an  invigorating  eflcet  on  what,  for  want 
of  a  more  philosophical  appellation,  wo  must  term  the  ani* 
mal  spirits;  so  iin]>ortant  to  the  etBciency  of  all  work  not 
mechanical,  and  not  unimportant  even  to  that.  The  com- 
parative weight  due  to  these  considerations  is  diflerent  with 
did'ercnt  individuals;  some  arc  more  fitted  than  others  for 
persistency  :n  one  occupation,  and  less  fit  for  change;  tliey 
rerjuire  longer  to  get  the  steam  np  (to  use  a  metaphor  now 
coumiou);  the  irksomencsa  of  setting  to  W4>rk  lasts  lunger. 
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and  it  rwiuiros  more  time  to  Itritif^  iheh*  liiculties  into  full 
piny,  and  therefore  when  this  is  once  done,  tliuy  do  not  liko 
lo  U*:ivf  uir,  but  go  on  long  without  iiitL'nnisi%ion,  even  to 
the  iujary  of  their  liealth.  Temperament  has  something;  to 
do  willi  thrse  ilin'erenecs.  There  are  pwiple  whose  f'aeulties 
seeni  by  nature  to  eonic  slowly  into  action,  and  to  accom- 
pUfth  little  until  thev  Iiave  hecn  a  long  time  cmphiytftl. 
Othcfti,  again,  got  into  action  nipidly,  but  cannot^  without 
exhaustion,  continue  long.  In  this,  however,  as  in  most 
other  things,  though  natural  difl'ertjiicca  art!  &onietbing, 
hatiit  is  much  more.  The  habit  of  passing  rapidly  I'rom  one 
occupation  to  another  may  he  ac(|uircd,  liko  other  habit.s 
by  early  cultivation:  and  when  it  is  ac<]^ulrcd,  there  is  none 
of  tha  sauntering  whi(;h  Adam  Smilli  ttpeaks  of,  after  each 
cliangu:  no  want  of  eirergy  and  interest,  but  the  wurkinan 
conies  to  each  part  of  his  occuj>alion  with  a  fri«hne:«  and  a 
spirit  which  lie  does  not  retain  if  he  persists  in  any  one  part 
(tuitess  in  case  of  unusual  excitement )  beyond  the  lengtli  of 
time  to  wliicU  he  is  oceustomed.  AVomen  arc  usually  (at 
least  in  tliuir  present  social  circumstances)  of  far  grimier 
versatility  timn  men;  and  the  present  ti^jiie  is  an  instance 
long  multitudes,  how  little  the  ideas  and  experience  of] 
men  have  yet  comitod  for,  in  tonning  the  opinions  of/ 
mankind.  There  are  few  women  wlio  woulil  not  rejcft  the 
idea  tirar  work  is  made  vigorous  l)y  being  protracte^l,  and 
i&  inefHcient  for  some  tinio  alter  changing  to  a  new  thing. 
Kv«n  in  lliis  eiise,  habit,  I  helieve-,  inuch  more  than  natnru, 
is  the  cause  of  the  dilTercnce.  The  occupations  of  nine  ont 
of  cvBry  ten  men  ai-e  special,  those  of  nine  ont  of  every  ten 
women  general,  embracing  a  multitude  of  details,  each  uf 
which  rtwpiire.'*  wtv  little  time.  Women  are  in  the  oitnstant 
practice  of  pai^cting  tjniekly  fnim  nnc  manual,  and  >ttilt  more 
from  one  RicntAl  operation  to  another,  whieli  therefore  rarely 
costs  them  either  efiort  or  Iopa  of  time,  while  a  man's  occu- 
putioD  generally  consists  in  working  steadily  for  n  long  tJmo 
nt  one  tiling,  or  ono  very  limitixl  duas  of  things.  liut  the 
»itnaUond  are  sometimea   reversetl.  ftud  >KWtt  ^*iw\   "iXv* 
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diaractcrs.  Wnmch  arc  not  found  less  ofBcient  thnn  mei^ 
for  till!  iiniforinity  of  factory  work,  or  they  wuuM  not  so 
goucrall y  be  cin]>loycd  for  it ;  and  ft  man  who  has  cultivated 
tlie  habit  of  turuiiif;  bis  liand  lo  nmny  tilings,  far  from  being 
the  ^otht'ul  and  lazy  person  dcKcribcd  by  Adam  Smith,  is 
VHually  remarkably  lively  and  active.  It  is  true,  however, 
tlmt  change  of  o^enpation  may  be  too  frequent  cvcu  for  the 
most  versatile.  Incessant  variety  h  even  more  fatiguing 
than  purpctual  samenciis. 

Tlit3  third  advantage  attributed  by  Adam  Smith  to  the 
division  of  labour,  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  real.  lavcntiuiiB 
tending  to  save  labour  in  a  partieular  operation,  are  more 
likely  to  oi:(!Lir  to  any  one  In  iiroportioii  as  bis  ihoughti*  are 
intensely  directed  to  that  occupation,  and  continually  em* 
ployed  npon  it.  A  person  \h  not  so  likely  to  make  practical 
improvements  in  one  departmuut  of  things,  whose  attcutiou 
is  very  umch  diverted  to  others.  But,  in  this,  mucli  mora 
doj>ends  on  general  intelligence  and  Imbittial  activity  of 
mind,  than  on  fxclusivcuuss  of  occupation ;  and  if  that  ex- 
cluslvcncss  is  can-led  to  a  degree  uufavourahlo  to  the  cnlti- 
vntion  of  intelligence,  there  mil  be  more  lost  in  this  kind 
of  advantage,  than  gained.  "We  may  add.  that  whatever 
may  be  the  crxibg  of  making  inventions,  when  they  are  one© 
made,  the  increased  efiicieney  of  labour  is  owing  to  the  in- 
vention itself,  and  not  to  the  division  of  labour. 

Thii  grfalest  advautiige  (next  to  Ibe  doxterity  of  the 
workmen)  derived  from  the  minute  division  of  labour  which 
takes  place  in  modem  manufactimnw  industry,  is  on«  not 
mentioned  by  Adam  Smith,  but  lu  which  attention  hjis  been 
drawn  by  Mr.  Uabbago ;  tho  more  economical  distribution 
of  labour,  by  ebi&^ig  the  woj^k-]»;<ipln  acroriHug  to  their 
capacity.  DttlVTcnt  jiarts  of  the  samcseriea  ot^^operalicms 
require  imequal  dcgi-ees  of  skill  and  hodily  strength  ;  and 
those  who  have  hkill  enough  fijr  thu  moht  difli<-ult,  or  strength 
enough  for  the  hardest  parts  of  tho  labour,  are  made  much 
noore  useful  by  bein^;  employed  solely  in  Ihoui ;  the  opcra- 
tians  which  everybody  is  caic«\\>\c  of^^itATv^  let*,  to  those  who 
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iM!  fit  for  no  olIiBr«,  Proiliit'tiori  is  most  efficient  wlipn  the 
precise  qutiiitity  of  skill  ami  stn!n(;tli,  wliich  is  rciuiri'il  for 
each  part  oi'  tlie  procfss,  is  L'in|»!oyt*d  in  it,  jind  no  inor«. 
Tho  ojjcratiun  of  |iin-inakiii^  ruquirct},  it  soenie,  in  its  dif- 
f('n*nt  jiiirts,  snch  different  df-rrtT-s  i>f  fkill,  thnl  thn  vragos 
earned  by  tho  persons  cuiployiil  vary  from  foiirpcncM:  Iialf- 
]>ennT  a  <l.iy  Co  aix  shilling;  and  if  tho  workman  who  h 
paid  ftt  that  highest  rate  had  to  perform  the  wliole  jiroctfis, 
hf  would  be  working  a  part  of  his  time  Mith  a  waste  per 
day  eqnivalent  to  the  ditferencc  between  «ix  sliillings  and 
fiinrj>cnee  -hairpeiuiy.  AViiliont  reference  to  the  loss  sus- 
tjiined  in  quantity  of  work  done,  an<l  finp]Hjsing  even  that 
he  conld  make  a  ponnd  of  pinc^  in  t)ie  game  lime  in  wliich 
ten  workmen  combining  their  labour  can  niako  ten  ]>onudB, 
Mr.  Ilahhage  eoiiiputea  tliat  they  would  eoKt,  in  makin^^ 
Uiree  times  and  thrcc-4|uiirtorg  as  unieh  a^  they  ntiw  do  by 
means  of  tlie  division  of  labour.  In  needle-niidcing,  he 
mhlK,  the  <liftVTonee  would  he  bTiII  ijroalor,  for  In  lliat,  the 
scale  of  Tcrauneration  for  different  parts  of  rhc  procei^s  vai-ie* 
from  sixpence  to  twenty  shilling  a  day. 

To  the  advanta),'e  wIjIl-Ii  eonsistft  in  oxtraelin^  the  |tfreat- 
|K>8sibie  nmonitt  of  ntility  fivini  Hkill,  may  be  added  tlie 
analogous  oDc,  of  extracting  the  utmost  possible  ntilUy  from 
toolij.  "  If  any  man.'^  says*  an  able  writer,*  "  had  all  tlie 
tools  which  many  different  occupations  require,  at  least 
ihreo-fuiirths  of  them  would  constantly  bo  idle  and  uselees. 
It  were  elearly  then  Ijetter,  were  any  eocaety  to  exist  where 
each  mail  liail  all  these  tools,  and  alternately  carried  un 
each  of  these  oecupatious,  that  the  membcre  of  it  Bhould,  if 
IKtesiblo,  divide  them  amohfrst  thcni,  each  restricting?  him- 
self to  tome  pjuiieubir  employment.  The  advanta;;e8  of 
the  ehan^'!  to  tlie  whole  couiiniinitv,  and  therefore  to  every 
individual  in  it,  arc  great.  In  the  first  place,  tlie  varioua 
iinphmients,  being  in  cfmstaiit  enijtloymi'nt,  yiehl  a  better 
return  for  what  has  bee-n  laid  ont  in  procuring  theni^     In 

*  Sta/mwnl  0/  *umm  Xt*  PHneifikt  oh  tK»  mlfjrti  of  jPotitiMl  dcunamg^b^ 
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consequence  their  owners  can  afford  to  Imve  Uicm  of  better 
quutitj"  iiud  more  couiplete  curic-t ruction.  The  result,  of  Itorh 
events  18,  that  a  larger  ju-ovieiyn  is  inatK;  i'or  the  future 
wants  of  the  whole  society." 

§  6.  Tho  division  of  hihotir,  ae  all  writers  on  the  sub- 
ject have  reinarkedj  is  liiriitud  by  the  extent  of  the  market. 
h\  by  the  fieiKirrition  of  piu-makiiig  into  ten  dlhtmi:t  cmj»hiy- 
mcntd,  turty-ei^'lit  thousand  ]«ing  oan  be  nnuitt  in  u  day^  this 
aejmratinn  will  unly  be  advisable  if  the  nundicr  of  acct^Bildu 
consumers  is  such  as  to  require,  every  day,  somethmg  like 
forty-cigbt  thout^nnd  pin.-<.  If  tliere  is  only  a  demand  for 
twcuty-fuur  tliousiiud,  tbo  divi^iuu  ut'  lahoui'  enu  oidy  be 
advaiitn^uusly  earned  to  the  extent  wliich  will  every  day 
produce  that  suiullcr  number.  Tliis,  thcreforet  is  a  furllier 
mode  in  wliich  an  tUM^t^ioii  of  deniaiul  for  a  coinin'xhly 
tends  to  incrci^e  Uio  etlideney  of  the  labour  employed  iu| 
its  pro<luetion.  Tlie  extent  of  the  market  may  I'O  limited 
by  se vend  traUfStfs;  too  small  a  ]Hipuiation  ;  the  popniatiun 
too  scatterc<l  and  distant  to  be  easily  accessible ;  deticicocy 
of  roads  and  water  ean-iajje  ;  or.  finally,  the  popubitiou  loo 
poor,  that  is,  tlieir  collective  labour  too  little  eU'celive,  lo 
admit  of  their  hjing  largo  consnmers.  Indolence,  want  of 
skill,  and  wnnt  of  combination  of  labour^  aniou^  tbuse  who 
would  otherwise  Ikj  buyers  of  a  commodity,  limits  therefore, 
the  practicable  amount  of  combination  r>f  bibutir  ainong  its 
l>rodueers.  In  an  early  stage  of  civilization,  when  the  do- 
maud  of  any  j^articular  locality  was  neeeseurily  small, 
industry  only  flourished  among  those  who  by  their  com- 
mand "f  the  sea-coast  or  of  a  navigable  river,  conld  have 
the  whole  world,  or  all  that  part  uf  It  wliicb  lay^ou  coasts 
or  navigable  rivers,  as  a  market  for  their  produerions.  Tho 
iDcroase  of  the  general  riches  of  the  worlds  when  aecont- 
panicd  with  freedom  of  eommcreiat  intertrourse,  impn)ve- 
meuts  in  navigation,  aud  inland  eommunieation  by  ri>ads, 
canals,  or  nulwuys,  tends  lu  give  increased  pruduetiv^nces 
to  tho  hthour  of  every  natiou  iu  vartienlar,  by  etiubliiig^eacb 
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locnllty  to  supply  with  its  special  products  so  mach  larger 
R  mnrkftt  that  a  ^re-it  «xtenaion  of  tlie  diviriton  of  liibour  in 
their  j>ro*luction  U  bd  ordinarv  oonsetjiieiicc. 

The  division  of  labour  is  also  limited,  in  many  coses,  by 
the  naturu  of  the  ciiipluyniciit.  Agriculture,  for  exumplG,| 
is  not  buscfiptiblu  of  so  groat  a  divLsiou  of  occupaHous 
inaiiy  branches  vi'  maiiufuctures,  because  its  different  opera- 
tions eannot  possibly  be  simultaneous.  One  nmn  cannot  bo 
always  plnu^hinj;,  another  sowing,  and  nnotlier  reaping;. 
A  workman  who  only  pmctised  one  agricultural  operation 
wuuld  be  idle  eleven  mouths  of  the  year.  The  same  persiin 
may  j>crfonn  them  all  in  succession,  and  have,  in  almost 
every  climate,  a  considerable  amount  of  unoccupied  time. 
To  execute  a  great  agrit-ultural  improvement,  it  is  often 
neceiy^ary  that  many  labourers  should  work  together;  but 
ju  general,  except  the  few  whose  business  is  supcrintcu- 
dcnee,  Uiey  all  work  in  the  same  manner.  A  canal  or  a 
railway  emliEinkmcnt  cannot  be  inutle  ^rithout  a  combiim- 
liou  of  many  labourers  ;  but  they  arc  all  excavators,  except 
tlio  engineer  and  a  few  clerks. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

or  PRODCtTlOX  ON   A   LAKfiE.  ANU    I'RODUCTION  OH  A 
8MALL  8CALE. 

I  1.  From  the  impoitaiicc  of  coinVmation  of  laljonr,  it 
is  an  olivirnia  conclusiuij,  lliut  thuii;  an-  iminy  cases  Jii  wliJcIi 
jtrodiiLtlon  is  uiatle  much  more  effeetivc-  by  being  conducted 
on  a  lai->;e  uvula.  Whenever  it  id  essf^nlial  to  the  greatest 
etileiency  of  labour  that  iiiiin)'  labi»iirerg  shoiihl  coinbiue, 
crcn  though  ouly  in  the  way  of  Simple  Co-operation,  the 
scale  of  Uie  enterprise  innst  be  ench  iw  to  bring  many 
labor;rors  tc^-thor,  and  the  capital  innst'be  largo  enotigh  to 
maintain  them.  Still  more  needful  is  thiA  when  tho  nature 
of  tlie  s;nployiuent  allows,  and  the  extent  of  the  poseible 
market  cncouraj^ee,  a  considernhle  division  of  labour.  T\\e 
larger  thi;  critcrprij-e,  tlm  farther  tbu  divUiou  of  labour  may 
be  carried.  Tliis  is  one  of  the  prineipal  cau&es  of  largo 
niauu factories.  Evi-n  wlmn  no  additional  auhdivi-ion  of  (he 
work  would  follow  an  enlai^>raent  of  the  operations,  there 
will  l)e  good  eeimomy  in  enlarging  tlieiii  to  the  point  at 
vhieb  every  person  to  whom  it  is  couvcnient  to  assign  a 
6[wcial  ocf'upation,  will  Imvc  full  itmj>!oymiint  in  that  occu- 
pation.   Tliis  point  is  well  illutttrated  by  Mr.  Bubbage.* 

"  If  machineii  be.  kHjit  working  through  tbu  twoiity-fonr 
hours/' (which  ia  cvidenlly  tbr  ordy  e-eononiical  uiodti  of 
employing  them,)  "  it  is  necessary  that  some  person  shall 
attend  to  admit  (ho  workmen  at  tlie  time  tliey  relieve  catrh 
other ;  and  whether  the  |>orter  or  other  servant  &o  employed 
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admit  oiic  puraon  or  twenty,  hie  roi*t  will  bo  o<iii)illy  dui- 
tnrbcd.  It  will  aI(*o  be  nec(j»6arj' oceiisioually  to  adjust  nr 
repair  iJiu  iiiiicliiiic ;  and  thin  vnn  In:  duiit;  iiiia-ti  bottio*  by  a 
worknmti  ncviistoniud  to  inuehitie-nuikiDg,  Chan  by  the  per- 
son who  UHUft  it.  Now,  Mince  tbu  good  jtc-rfonimncu  and  the 
duration -of  macliiiifa  depend,  to  a  very  grtnt  extent,  upon 
corroding  every  shake  or  iin|>crfecliou  in  their  parts  as  soon 
aft  tliey  appear,  the  prompt  attention  of  a  vorkniitn  residunl 
on  the  ?pot  will  consi<k'raltIy  re<hire  tlio  expenditure  arising 
froni  the  u  ear  and  tear  of  tlio  niacUinery.  But  in  tlie  cafio 
of  a  single  lAce-franie,  or  a  single  loom,  thi«  would  be  too 
i'Xjiensive  apian.  Here  ilieti  ari^e?*  anotlicr  eireuni^ianco 
whieh  teudt-  tn  enlar^fo  the  extent  **(  a  faeiory.  It  ougitt  to 
consist  of  sneii  a  nuinlKT  of  niacirnutt  as  aliall  occupy  tho 
whole  time  nf  one  workman  in  keeping  tlieni  In  ordr-r:  if 
c\teiidf*i  hi^ond  lliat  nund>pr^  the  same  prineiplc  ul"  econ- 
omy would  point  otit  the  neeeaeity  of  doubling  or  tripling 
the  nnndter  of  ma  •iiinca.  in  order  to  emphy  the  wholo  time 
of  two  or  Uiree  t^kiU'ul  workmen. 

"  When  one  portion  of  the  workmen's  lalMiur  eoneii^t^  in 
the  exertion  of  mere,  pliysieal  foree,  (w  in  weavin;:,  and  in 
many  similar  urta,  it  will  itoon  oeeur  to  tlie  manufacturer, 
that  if  ihnt  part  were  eseinitod  by  a  stenm-engine.  tho  samo 
lauii  might,  in  the  com*  of  weaving,  Htl4,>nd  to  two  or  more 
Itwrnfi  at  onec  :  and,  sinpc  w«  already  snppoiio  that  one  or 
moi-u  oftcrativc  engineers  have  been  employed,  tlni  number 
of  loom«  may  bo  so  arranged  that  tbeir  time  sliall  be  fully 
oocnpied  in  keeping  the  Btitani-i'ngine  an<l  the  loom«  in 
order. 

"  Punning  the  Bame  prineiplca,  the  mannfaetory  be- 
coniort  graduidly  so  cidai^rd,  that  the  expeni*e  nf  Uglitiiig 
during  the  niirltt  amounts  to  a  considerable  Hnm :  and  as 
there  aro  abvady  nttaebed  to  the  establishment  persons  who 
up  all  luirlit,  and  ean  thenTore  rontitantly  attend  to  it, 
ttliM'  engihtwrts  to  niake  and  keeji  in  R>pair  any  iniiehi- 
nerr,  the  addition  of  an  apparatus  for  nmklng  gaa  to  light 
the  foetur^'  loatja  to  a  new  extension,  al  t\ie  wii\«  V\\i\%  ^\«X 
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it  oontributcsi  by  diminishing  the  expense  of  lighting,  and 
the  risk  ut'  acciUciito  £rom  tire,  to  reduce  the  cost  ul'  loanu- 
factiinng. 

"  I-o»jf  before  a  factory  hoa  readied  this  extent,  it  will 
have  been  found  necessary  to  establish  an  accoiintnnt's 
deii;utmeiit,  with  clerks  lo  j>ay  liie  wurknicn,  and  to  etw 
that  they  arnve  at  their  etoitud  times ;  and  this  de]>artmciit 
murit  be  in  rontinuincutiun  with  thu  ugiintH  wlii>  ]mrch}i>uj 
tlie  i-aw  produce,  ftnd  with  those  who  sell  tlie  luatiufuctiired 
arliele."  ft  wilt  cost  tlicsc  clerks  and  nceountnnta  little 
uiuit  time  and  treuble  to  pay  a  large  number  of  workmen 
than  a  small  number;  to  chwk  the  aeeuunts  of  large  tranjj- 
nclions,  tliaii  of  small.  If  tlie  btisiut^-as  doubted  Itself,  it 
would  probably  be  necessaiy  to  increase,  but  certainly  not 
to  doublu,  the  number  either  of  accouutants,  or  of  buying 
iiud  selling  agents .  Every  increase  of  busiues*  would 
enable  the  whole  to  be  eanied  on  with  a  proportionally 
frnioller  amount  of  hilMiur. 

As  a  general  nile,  the  expcnsea  of  a  bu&inesa  du  not 
increase  by  any  means  ]»ro[»ortionally  to  the  quantity  of  bnsi- 
iuv».  I,et  us  take  as  an  example,  a  ^.'t  oi'  oj)4:i'atious  whieli 
we  are  aecnstonicti  to  see  earned  on  by  one  grent  establish- 
Tiicnt,  that  of  tlio  Post  Office.  Suppose  thai  the  hu^ness, 
let  us  Ray  only  nf  the  London  letter-post,  in:«te«d  of  being 
centralized  in  a  single  conctrn,  were  diviiled  among  five  ur 
six  competMig  companies.  Each  of  these  would  be  obliged 
to  maintain  almost  as  large  an  establishment  as  is  now  mif- 
ficieiit  for  the  whole.  Suice  each  mubt  arrange  for  receiviug 
and  delivering  letters  in  all  parl«  of  the  town,  each  must 
send  letter-carriers  into  every  street,  and  almost  every  alley, 
and  this  too  as  many  times  in  the  day  as  is  now  done  by 
the  Post  fXliee,  if  the  service  ifl  to  be  as  well  larfomiwi. 
Each  must  have  an  ofllee  for  receiving  letters  Id  every  neigh- 
borhitod,  with  all  subsiiliaiy  arrangements  for  eolleetinp  tlie 
letters  from  the  ditfcrent  offices  and  re-distributing  thera. 
To  llda  must  bo  addt>d  the  iinich  greater  nmid>er  of  &uperi«^ir 
offift-rs  wJio  would  be  re<\uired  to  cheek  and  control  tiiu 
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subordinatei},  implying  not  only  a  gi-catur  co«>t  iu  fialarit*  for 
lucli  rc'spoiisiblo  i^tticciv,  Utit  the  uct'cwity,  iierhaps  of  being 
itifttic*J  in  muiiy  mttuucue  ■wilh  an  luturior  ^tauilard  ol* 
(|imliti(;jttioii,  and  bo  fiiiling  tn  thu  objoct.  * 

Wliuthur  or  not  tliu  aiJvAtit4if^i's  ubtaiiicd  by  optT»ling 
on  a.  largvacalf  preponderate'  in  any  particular  t.-ase  over  tim 
more  wnU-bful  attention,  and  greater  regard  Iu  minor  g:tin6 
and  loiws  imually  tuund  in  wniUl  L-etalili>$hment!>,  ean  h\i 
UMirertaincil,  in  a  stale  of  frw;  t'oni[H;litinn,  by  an  unfailing 
tort.  Wherever  tbere  arc  large  and  tsniall  establi«linient«  in 
.tlic  f^nnie  bnaincWf  that  one  of  tin-  two  which  in  existing  eir- 
cmubtancefi  earries  on  the  pixiduirtion  at  ^^'atutt  advuiitage, 
vrill  he  able  to  undersell  tlie  other.  Tho  power  of  peruift- 
m-ntly  unden«lling  cun  only,  generally  «pi>akiug,  1)e  durived 
t'rvia  inereajje<l  effectiveness  of  lalx>nr;  and  tliid,  when 
obtained  by  a  mure  extended  division  of  iinplnynient,  or  by 
a  elaaailieation  tending  to  a  lietter  eiMiiioiny  uf  tikill,  always 
implies  a  gi'enter  produce  Irom  the  same  labour,  and  nut 
merely  tlie  cAnie  produce  from  less  labour :  it  inen^asiw  not 
ihe  surpluti  ruily,  but  the  gros6  produce  of  industry.  If  an 
int-reascd  qimntity  of  the  particular  article  is  nut  rw|uirc«l, 
ami  part  of  iho  lahourcni  iu  conRHjucnee  lose  their  eniplcy- 
ment,  the  capital  which  maintained  and  employed  them  xa 
ttli^i  w'l  Mt  liberty  ;  and  the  general  produce  of  the  country 
is  inereatied,  by  kouic  other  ajiplication  of  their  labour. 

Another  of  tho  cause*  of  large  maimfactone8,  however, 
is  the  inlriHluction  of  prwesses  recpiiring  expeuhive  machi- 
nery. Expensive  muehincry  suppii^eb  a  large  capital  ;  and 
is  not  resorted  to  except  with  tho  intention  of  producing, 
and  ihc  hope  of  Belling,  as  much  of  the  article  na  c»imen  up 
to  the  full  jHJwers  uf  the  nuicbine.  For  both  these  reasonf*, 
wherever  costly  machinery  is  used,  tho  large  syHtem  of  pro- 
duction is  Inevitable.  But  the  ptjwer  of  nnilerselling  is  not 
in  thJA  ease  ao  nn^Tring  a  test  as  in  tin:  funuer,  of  the  bctie- 
lifial  offcvt  on  the  total  production  of  the  community.  Tho 
power  of  imderselling  d(»c6  not  depend  on  the  absoluto 
tncrca«o  of  produce,  but  on  \U  beuriixg  wa  \nweas«A  i^tw^t- 
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'Mion  to  tho  cxpensoa:  which,  oa  was  ehowxi  iu  a  former 
phaptor,*  it  iiiJiy  do,  oonsistently  willi  cvun  a  diminiib'on 
of  the  gross  annual  produce.  By  the  adoption  of  niachinc- 
ry,  a  circulating  capital,  which  waH  perpetually  ronAumed 
and  reproduced,  has  been  ctmvcrtcd  into  a  llxfd  capilal, 
requiring  only  a  8Uiall  annu:Ll  cxp4;n^!  to  kccj»  it  up:  :in<l  a 
much  smaller  produce  will  suffice  for  merely  covering  that 
expense,  and  replacing  tliw  rcinaining  circulating  ritpiUil  ol' 
the  producer.  Tlio  machinery  therefore  might  answer  jier- 
fectly  well  to  the  mannfactnrer,  «n<l  enable  liira  to  under- 
sell hit*  compelilon-,  though  the  cfl'cct  on  the  production  of 
the  country  might  be  not  an  incrcnse  but  a  diniinutinn.  It 
18  true,  llic  article  will  be  gold  cheaper,  and  therefore,  of  that 
single  article,  tliere  will  pr^jbably  be  not  a  smaller,  but  a 
grtNitiT  ipianlity  Bold  ;  sinfie  tlii^  las»  to  the  comniuuily  col- 
loctivoJy  has  falleu  upon  the  worlc-pcople.  and  they  are  nut 
tho  principal  cu3toinei*s,  if  customers  at  all.  ol'  most  branches 
of  manntactnre.  But  though  that  particidar  branch  of 
industry  may  extend  itself,  it  will  i)c  by  rcph-nishing  ilji 
diuiinirilied  cireulatiug  capital  from  that  of  the  coninninity 
generally;  and  if  the  labourers  employed  in  that  depart- 
ment e8cai>e  losi  of  emplnyment,  it  is  because  tlie  loss  will 
spread  itself  over  the  lalHiuriug  pcojdc  at  large.  If  any  of 
tliem  are  retluccd  to  the  condition  of  unproductive  labour- 
ers, supported  by  volmitfiry  or  legal  charity,  the  gross  pnMl- 
iicc  of  tho  country  is  to  that  extent  j>c*nuanently  diminislied, 
until  the  ordinary  iiri)greBfi  of  arcmnuljition  makes  it  up: 
but  if  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  enables  them  to 

^  bear  a  temporary  reduction  of  wages,  ami  the  Kupcracded 
labourers  become  absorbed  in  otlier  employments,  their 
labour  is  still  jiroductive,  and  the  breach  in  the  gross* prmj- 
tice  of  the  commouity  is  repaired,  thongh  not  the  detriment 
to  the  labourers.  I  have  restated  tliis  cxjMJsitioD.  which  has 
already  bcnn  made  in  a.  fonncr  place,  to  impr<s*s  more 
etrongly  the  truth,  that  a  mode  of  production  does  not  of 
necessity  increase  the  pniductive  effect  of   the  collectivo 
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(abour  of  a  community,  because  it  ciin.blu«  a  ptLrttculor  coiii> 
motiitr  to  bo  tiolil  t'btajKT.  Ilm  ono  oone(*qiience  guneriilly 
accouipiiiiice  tlic  olber,  but  uot  uuecstarity.  I  will  not  here 
re|]C3it  the  rcasuns  I  fonnerly  giive,  nor  autidpnto  tboeu 
which  will  1*0  given  more  fiUly  henyiftcr,  for  dccmiug;  the 
e.:ccc[)tion  tti  be  r»ther  h  ca8«  u1wtnK'lo<lIy  ]iossiUle,  than  one 
which  i«  fruqucutly  realized  in  fact. 

A  c<in8i<!crnblc  part  of  the  «nvtn«;  of  labfuir  efTccli'd  by 
«ubt^tilutiIlg  Ihu  largo  8y«tcm  of  prtMliictioii  fur  the  ^tnftll,  i» 
t})u  saving  in  the  labour  of  the  caititulists  themselves.  W  a 
hundred  jiroiluctrji  with  ^nmll  ciipitrtis  carry  on  wparatuly 
the  sauie  bnsinc^,  the  gnperlutLnulfncc  of  each  eoneeni  will 
probably  require  llic  whole  attiiutlon  of  the  p«rMm  conduct* 
ing  il.  cpaffie-ioiitly  ut  Ica^t  to  hinder  hi«  time  or  tlmughts 
frtmi  lieing  diripoaahle  for  anythiii<^  cU<! :  while  a  single 
uiaiiufu('tun>r  poiiscs^ing  a  capital  CQual  to  tlio  ftum  of 
thi'iiti,  Willi  ton  or  a  dozen  clerka,  could  ftmduct  the  whole 
of  their  amount  of  business  and  have  leiKuro  too  lur  other 
occujnilhiMri.  Tlie  small  raiiitHli^t,  it  \s  true,  goneratly  coni> 
biiKri*  with  ibo  business  of  direction  some  portion  of  the 
tli->taiU,  which  the  otlier  leaviw  to  hiH  »u1iot-tiitnite») :  the 
small  farmer  follows  his  own  i»loup;b,  the  gnmll  tradeenian 
MTVcft  in  his  own  shop,  the  Hrnalt  weaver  pliuis  his  own 
loom.  But  in  tliis  very  union  of  functions  there  is,  in  a 
great  pntjMtrtinn  of  casen,  a  want  nf  tvttnnniy.  The  princi- 
pal in  the  concern  is  cither  wasting,  iu  the  rontino  of  a 
biiMntM6,  qimliticrt  ttiiitahlc  for  tlio  direction  of  il,  or  he  i« 
only  tit  tor  the  fi)rnn:r,  and  then  the  latter  will  be  ill  done. 
I  mUMt  obf^rve  however  that  I  do  nut  attach,  to  this  ciaving 
of  labour,  the  importance  often  awjribefl  (*j  it.  Tliere  \^  un- 
doubtwily  much  more  labour  expcndixl  in  the  superinten- 
dence of  many  suinll  eajiitalR  than  In  that  of  one  largu  cap* 
itnl.  For  this  labour  however  the  small  piT>dui:t*rB  have 
generally  a  full  eoniponsatiou,  in  the  feeling  of  being  their 
own  nUhtuTA,  and  not  servants  of  an  employer.  It  uiay  bo 
Wild,  that  if  tlicy  valim  tliis  independence  they  will  submit 
to  pay  a  price  Ptr  it,  and  ttj  sell  at  the  rwluecil  t^Vvsi  w.*:'ar 
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tuoned  by  the  coinputilioii  of  Uie  great  dealer  or  mmiDriu;- 
tRn>r.  Put  tlii'V  cuiiiiot  HhvavK  du  tliii^  ami  coiittliuo  Ui 
gain  a  living.  Tljcy  thu*  grnJiially  diaajipcar  fmni  wwiety. 
After  linvin^  cimKuniud  (liuir  little  capital  iu  jirolon^ngtlio 
itnsuccesetui  stru^j^lc,  tliey  cither  sink  iuto  tliu  conditiou  nl* 
hii'uti  labuurunt,  ur  bccVinu  dvpciidrnt  oit  utherii  I'ur  support. 

§  9.  PpodiiclioM  on  a  largo  K-nle  is  greatly  promntt-d 
hy  the  practice  of  forming  a  lai'ge  cai<iul  by  Ihc  eondiiiia- 
tton  <»f  many  small  contrihiitions ;  or,  in  other  worda,  by 
tlic  fonnatiun  of  joint  stuck  couipanico.  Tlio  a<lrantaj^'s 
of  the  joint  Rtoi-k  principle  are  numerous  and  importiuiL 

In  the  first  ]>lHce,  many  undiirtalctnpi  rcqnlre  an  amount 
of  cnpitrtl  beyond  the  means  of  the  richest  individual  orjiri- 
vate  partncr^iliip.  No  individual  could  have  made  a  rail- 
way from  London  to  Liverpool ;  it  is  doubtful  if  any  indi- 
TJdnul  could  even  work  ilic  traffic  on  il,  now  when  it  U 
made.  The  irovcrnnicnt  indeefl  could  have  done  both  ;  and 
in  countries  where  the  prfictiee  of  cooperation  is  only  iu  the 
earlier  pta^ires  of  its  prowlh,  the  goveminunt  can  alone  be 
looked  to  for  any  nf  those  works  for  which  a  grc»t  combi- 
nation of  means  is  ro4]ui6.it« ;  beoauije  it  can  obtain  tboec 
means  by  compuliury  taxnti'Ui,  and  is  already  uceustomed 
to  the  condnct  of  large  opL'i-atione.  Fur  reasiMiit,  however, 
which  ore  tolerably  well  known,  and  of  which  we  shall 
treat  ftilly  hereafter,  government  agency  for  the  conduct  of 
indufttrial  oporation^a  ib  genernlly  one  of  the  least  eligible  of 
Tesunrccs,  when  any  otlier  is  available. 

Next,  there  arc  undertakinpi  which  individuals  are  not 
absolutely  iiicapabli;  t>f  ptTfurmiug,  hut  wliich  they  cannot 
perform  on  the  scale  and  with  the  continuity  winch  arc  evej 
more  and  mora  required  by  the  exigenciett  of  a  society  in  an 
advanrin^  state.  Intlividuals  are  quite  cajinblc  of  d(*putcb- 
ing  ships  from  England  to  any  or  every  part  of  the  world, 
to  carry  passengers  and  letters  ;  the  tiling  wae  dono^>eforo 
joint  stock  companies  for  the  purp<t8e  were  Iitaird  of.  But 
whvD,  frviH  tlie  inei'casc  of  population  and  trau&actioos,  as 


PBODCCTIOS  ON  A  LARGE  AND  ON  A  SMALL  SCALE.      1.-J3 

woU  as  of  iDOaiis  of  pnviiieiit,  tliu  pulilii:  uill  no  longer  ittu- 
tent  themselves  witli  orcaHioniil  oiijmrlimitics,  hut  rrquire 
tlie  certainty  that  packets  sliuU  start  rc^i^ulurly,  for  some 
places  (iiicc  or  even  twice  »  (luy,  fur  othei-s  tjucv  a  week,  for 
others  that  &  steam  ship  of  great  size  and  expensive  coii* 
stnictinn  shall  depart  uii  fixed  t\&y&  Iwieu  in  each  montli,  it 
i^  ovidont  that  to  aifonl  an  aesurauco  of  kwping  up  with 
puiuHiiulity  »n<?!i  a.  cii*ele  uf  coBtly  opcrutiuiu-,  require.-*  a 
much  Ifti*gcr  c;apital  aud  a  much  largcrstalf  of  qualilied  sub- 
ordinates than  can  he  c^niuiunded  hy  an  individual  capital- 
ist. There  «re  other  caisea,  again,  in  which  though  the  husi- 
iiusH  uiiglit  \»i  perfectly  well  Lraubacted  witli  small  or  mod- 
erate cupitaU.  tlio  guarantee  of  a  great  subscribed  stock  is 
noceasnry  or  desirable  as  a  security  to  the  pulilic  for  the 
fultilment  of  pecuniary  enffafjcincnts.  Tliis  is  especially  the 
cftse  when  the  nature  of  the  business  rupiirtut  tliat  numbers 
of  porsons  should  be  willing  to  trust  tlic  concern  with  tlieir 
money  :  as  iu  tfie  business  of  hanking,  and  that  of  iunur- 
aoco:  to  botii  of  which  the  joint  stxjck  principlo  is  cnii- 
nently  ndupted.  It  is  an  instance  of  the  folly  ami  jttlibeiy 
of  tlie  ruieni  of  mankind,  that  until  a  late  period  the  joint 
stock  prineiplef  as  a  general  resort,  was  m  tlus  country  intur- 
dieted  by  law  to  these  two  modes  nf  hnsincfrS ;  to  banking 
altogether,  and  to  insuraucti  iu  tlie  deparltnent  of  sea  risks; 
in  order  to  bestow  a  lucrative  monopoly  on  particular  cstab- 
Itshment^  which  the  government  was  pleariwl  exceptionally 
to  license,  namely  the  Bank  of  England,  and  two  insurance 
compnuicflf  the  Loudon  aud  the  Royal  Exchange. 

These  are  some  of  the  advantages  ol'  joint  stock  over 
individual  management.  But  if  we  lunk  to  the  other  side 
of  the  question,  we  shall  find  that  individual  management 
Iiiis  idsi>  very  great  advantages  over  joint  stock.  Tlie  chief 
of  tJiese  is  the  much  kttener  interest  of  the  managers  in  the 
BUcc-ess  of  t)to  undertaking. 

The  administration  of  a  joint  stock  as^tociotinn  is,  in  the 
main,  administration  by  hired  servants.  Even  llie  eoumiit- 
t€C,  or  board  of  dinx;h;»rfl,  who  are  supposed  to  superintend 
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the  man »^en lent,  and  who  do  really  uppuiiit  !«i<I  n.nnove 
the  nmiuLj^tTs,  liavu  no  j>e<Miiiiarj'  iulurii^t  in  the  gmiU  work- 
ing of  tlio  concern  beyond  tlicsbareB  tiiey  individually  liold, 
which  arc-  ulwayfi  a  wry  small  juirt  ol  the  ci^pitttl  uf  the  aft- 
evK'iation,  »nd  in  gcnorul  but  kihilII  |)art  tit'  the  fortunirj;  of 
(he  diructurs  Llii:mH;lve&.;  and  (lie  port  they  taLu  in  the 
management  Ufinally  ilividcti  thfir  time  witli  niuny  (ithiT 
occnpjitioiis,  of  as  jrreat  or  gruutor  importance  t«j  their  own 
interest ;  tlie  bufeiiiess  being  the  priucipul  conci-m  of  no  one 
except  those  who  apo  liired  to  carry  it  on.  liiit  c'xi>erienre 
shows,  and  proverbs,  tlic  cxjiroasion  of  i>opiilar  cxpcnencv, 
attest,  how  inferior  is  the  qnality  of  hired  sen'anta,  com- 
]»ared  uith  tho  niiniiitration  uf  tbutto  personally  interested 
in  the  woHc,  and  how  inditi]>enKabIi*,'  when  bircil  service 
must  be  t'iiijdoye<I,  \i  "  tlic  n)He>ler'8  eyu  "  to  wat<:b  uver  it. 
The  snccessful  condnct  of  an  indnstrial  enterpritie  re- 
quiw-ft  two  quite  distinet  quulilientions :  lidelity.  and  zeal. 
Tilt'  fidelity  ol"  the  hired  nmn:iii^'ra  of  a  eoiicern  it  is  poHAihlo 
to  Bceorc.  When  their  work  admits  of  being  reduced  tu  a 
definite  get  of  ndea,  the  violatitni  of  thej^i*  h  a  mutter  on 
which  con^icneo  cannot  easily  blind  itt^elf,  and  on  which 
rcsponMbility  may  be  enforced  by  the  lotw  of  employment, 
Uut  to  carry  on  a  groat  busincsd  siiccessfnlly,  ix'quii*es  a 
hundred  things  which,  ais  thoy  cannot  be  defined  before- 
hand, it  is  impoMible  to  convert  into  distinct  and  positive 
obligations.  First  and  pnneii)ally,  it  rcfjuires  tliat  tlic 
diixtting  mind  ehoidd  be  ince-swiutly  owiujiied  witli  tlio 
finbjcct ;  shonld  be  continually  laying  &cheniea  by  which 
greater  profit  may  be  obtnined,  or  expense  saved.  This  in- 
t<;nsity  of  interest  in  the  subject  it  is  seldom  to  be  expected 
tJiut  any  one  should  feel,  who  is  conducting  a  bu^iness  as 
tho  liircd  servant  and  for  tin:  profit  of  anotliur.  There  are 
experiments  in  human  affairs  which  are  com^lusive  on  the 
point.  Look  at  tlie  whok*  class  of  nders,  and  niinistora  of 
state.  The  work  they  aro  entrusted  with,  is  among  tbo 
mofit  interi'slinp  and  exriting  of  all  oecnpatlons ;  the  j>er- 
poiia)  fharo  wldch   tliey  ihemgelve^  reap  of  the  national 
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benefits  or  miiiforttifiea  uhich  l>efiil^tiie  state  mider  tlieir 
rale,  U  far  from  triDing,  hiiiI  the  rcwardij  and  ininieliment^ 
whifh  tbey  iiiuy  expect  from  piiljlie  trstiiiirttion  are  of  tlic 
plain  nud  piilpaMe  kind  wliirh  aro  ni4ii*L  keenly  felt  and 
most  widely  apprucintcd.  Yet  how  rare  a  tiling  is  it  to  find 
a  dtatoiuan  in  whuni  iiicntul  induluncu  \s  nnt  htnin^<r  tliiui 
all  these  inducuiuuute.  Uow  intinitesimul  is  the  proportion 
who  trouble  tlicnitielvea  to  form,  or  even  to  alttiitd  t(i,  plans 
of  public  impi'ovement,  unless  wlion  it  is  nmdo  at  ill  more 
troublesome  to  tlium  t«  n.'nmin  inactive  ;  or  who  have  any 
other  real  desire  tbuu  tliitt  of  rubbinp;  on,  bo  as  to  ewajK; 
geuernl  bhinic  On  a  i^inulliM-  scale,  all  wlio  have  ever  em- 
ployed hired  labour  bavo  lind  amjilc  cxi>erienee  of  tlio 
efforts  made  to  jrive  ae  little  labour  in  exehange  for  the 
wagea,  aii  is  eompnliblc  with  not  beiug  turawl  otf.  Tlie 
uuivci*sal  neglect  by  doraestie  Bervants  of  their  employer's 
interetitf,  wiier**ver  these  are  not  protci'ted  !>y  Bomc  tixcd 
nile,  is  mutter  of  couiniou  nniiark  ;  unluig  where  long  coii- 
iIiMmm?c  in  the  «imc  service,  and  rcciproeal  good  otUees, 
liave  pnidnec'd  either  j>cr».inul  attachment,  or  some  feeling 
of  a  common  iulerefct. 

Another  of  the  disadvantage*  of  joint  Block  concerns, 
which  is  in  some  degree  eommou  to  ail  coueerns  on  a  largo 
scale,  is  disn^aiil  of  smuU  gains  and  small  savings.  In  Uie 
raanagphient  of  a  great  eiijtitit]  und  great  tranijnetinnt*,  esjic- 
cially  when  the  manngers  have  not  much  iutere&t  in  it  of 
their  own,  «ninU  sums  are  apt  to  be  counted  for  next  U^ 
noiliing;  they  never  seem  worth  the  eare  and  tiYiiiblu 
which  it  co6tif  to  attend  to  them,  and  the  credit  of  liberality 
an<I  openhanJcdne&8  is  cheaply  bouglit  by  u  disr<;g:ird  of 
Mieh  trilling  considorationa.  Bnt  email  protirs  and  siuitU 
expenBeCf  often  re]>eat.ed,  amount  to  great  gains  and  Iohbcs: 
and  of  thi&  a  large  eapilalii^t  is  often  n  i^uflieiently  good  cal- 
culator to  be  praerieally  aware ;  nnd  to  arrange  iiis  bnsi- 
nuem  on  a  hyutinn^  which  if  enforced  by  a  euHiclently  rigiiant 
iperintcndcnee,  proelndea  the  pnl^sibil1ty  of  the  habitual 
"%ii*te,  otJicrwiac   incident   to   a   great  busuvisa.     V»\A.  >!iaa 
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nia«ftf»ers  of  ii  joint  stock  (!onccru  Boldom  devote  Ihiiinflelvoa , 
sufficiently  to  tlio  work,  to  enforce  unremittingly,  even  if 
intr.riliKtMl,  tlirou^b  every  detail  of  tlie  tubiiiebs,  a  reall/ 
econoimeal  system. 

From  cotisideratiiinft  of  Uiis  nntnre,  Adam  Sniitli  was  led' 
to  enunciate  as  a  principle,  tliat  joint  stock  conipaniea  eould 
never  be  exjiected  to  maintain  ihumsolveB  witlioiit  an  oxcln- 
eive  privilege,  except  in  brandies  of  business  which  like 
banking,  insurance,  and  boric  others,  admit  of  being,  in  a 
con:)idcrable  diigruo,  reduced  tu  tixcd  rules.    Thia  liowevcTi 
is  one  of  those  over-statcniontB  of  a  true  principle,  often  met 
with  in  Adam  Smith.     In  his  days  tliere  were  few  inetancus 
of  joint  stock  eompaine&  which  bad  been  permanently  sue-- 
ees^ful  without  a  monopoly,  except  llie  class  of  ea^s  which 
ho  referred  to;  but  since  bis  time  tliero  have  been  many; 
and  tlte  rc<;ular  increase  both  of  tlio  spirit  of  combination 
and  of  the  ability  to  combine,  will  <]<mhtU«s  prttduco  numj 
more.    Adum  Suiitli  £xed  his  observation  too  cxclueivelyj 
on   tlie  superinr  enerjjy  and  more  nnremittin*;  nltentioni 
brought  to  a  business  in  which  the  whole  stake  and  the 
wliole  frain  belonj;  to  the  jKT^cns  conducting  it ;   .infl  lie 
overlooked  various  countervailing  confident  I  ions  which  go- 
R  great  way  tow.irds  neutralizing  oven  that  groat  point  of 
siij>eriorily. 

Of  these  one  of  tlie  most  important  is  that  which  relates 
to  the  intellectual  and  active  <^ualificatianfi  of  the  directing  | 
head.     The  stitnulus  of  individual  interest  is  some  seeurily 
for  exertion,  but  exertion  is  of  Hltle  avail  if  tbu  intelligence, 
exerted  is  of  un  inferior  onler,  which  it  must  nccosMrily  bej 
in  the  majority  of  eoncerua  carried  on  by  the  persons  chiefly 
intei"e!>tcd  in  them.     AVhero  tlie  concern  is  large,  luid  can , 
afford  a  remuneration  sufficient  to  attract  a  elass  of  candi-j 
<lHtefi  superior  to  tlic  eonmioii  average,  it  is  possible  to  select 
fur  llie  general  nnmagcnient,  ami  for  ail  the  skilled  eraploy-i 
nionts  of  a  snboniinute  kind,  persons  of  n  degree  of  acquire-j 
uiont  and  cultivated  inteiligeucu  which  more  tlian  eomjwii 
M/e»  for  their  inferior  interest  in  the  result.    Their  greatcrj 
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perspicocitr  enables  them,  witli  even  a  part  of  tlicir  minds, 
to  ftoo  prnbabilitita  of  advantage  which  never  occur  to  tlie 
ordinary  mn  of  men  by  the  continued  exertion  of  llje  whole 
of  tlicirs;  ami  tlifir  superior  knowledge,  and  hahilual  rccti- 
tudo  of  perception  and  of  judgment,  guard  thcin  Against 
hhinder»,  the  feiir  of  wliich  would  ]>rovcur.  the  olliers  from 
Inixardiug  their  intei-c&ts  in  any  attempt  out  of  the  ordinary 
routine. 

It  must  be  fnrtlier  remurked,  that  it  ia  not  a  necessary 
coufiequcnce  of  joint  stock  nionagcutont,  that  tlio  persons 
ployed,  •whotiu^r  in  »uperior  or  in  eulxfrdinale  ofticiv, 
nid  be  jmid  wholly  liy  tixud  sulai  ies.  Tliere  ai*c  nioiles 
uf  conne(!tiiig  more  or  lefts  intinmtely  tlie  intorest  of  the 
einployvfl  with  the  peeuniary  frucre^  of  the  concern.  Tlicre 
is  a  long  series  of  inlerriicdiato  pwitiona,  between  working 
wholly  on  one's  own  account,  and  working  by  the  day, 
wet;k.  or  year  for  an  inviLrtablc  payment.  EvtMi  in  tlte  caso 
of  ordinary  nitskitled  labour,  llier<;  is  sueli  a  thing  as  task- 
work, or  working  t>y  tho  piece ;  and  tlic  >4U]H*riur  elliciency 
of  litis  is  so  well  known.  That  judicious  emidoycrs  always 
resort  to  it  when  the  work  admits  of  being  put  out  in 
definite  portions,  witljout  tlic  necessity  of  too  tronbleeonio 
a  sur\*eillance  to  gnard  against  inferiority  in  tlio  execution. 
In  the  caae  of  the  managers  of  joint  stock  cornpauies,  and 
of  flie  superintending  and  contrtdliiig  olHeers  in  many  pri- 
vate.* e!4ljddishranntrt,  it  is  a  connnon  enough  practice  to  con- 
nect lhi.ir  peeujnary  jntei*cst  with  the  interest  of  their 
employers,  by  giving  them  part  of  their  remnneratiou  in 
tlie  form  of  a  percentage  on  tlic  pi-otita.  The  personal 
interest  tlins  given  to  liire<l  Fon'nnts  is  not  comparaldo  in 
intcnt>ity  t<j  ihat  of  the  ownur  of  tlio  cujiitul ;  hut  it  is  suf* 
ficient  to  be  a  very  material  stinmlus  to  xeal  and  careful- 
ness, and,  when  adilcd  to  tlie  advantage  of  superior  intelH* 
genec,  often  rni^rn  lliu  (|uality  of  the  service  much  above 
that  which  the  generality  of  mnfitcrs  arc  eapablc  of  ronder- 

Ling  to  tlicniHctvcs.  Tlie  nlierior  cxtenaionrt  nf  whidi  this 
principle  of  remunci-atiun  i&  suace\iUblc,  ^\ti'i*  o<  ^jwA. 


188 


BOOK  I.     CUAITBK  IX.     5  3. 


Eoeial  aa  well  an  eoonoinicnl  iinportiuicef  will  bo  more  par* 
ticiilarly  adverted  to  in  a  subcioqiiL-nt  »Ui^  of  the?  |irofient 
inquiry. 

As  I  have  already  i-cmnrkcd  ot  large  cstabliehinento 
gom'rally,  when  wmipai'eil  witli  Mittrill  om*,  wliciunirf  coin- 
pt'tition  is  free  its  results  Tvill  show  wlicther  Individual  or 
joint  litouk  agency  w  beet  adapted  to  the  particnlar  naw, 
Rince  that  which  is  nio&t  efficient  und  most  eeonomieal  wiU 
always  id  the  end  succeed  ju  undcrBelliug  the  other. 


§  3,  Tlie  possibility  of  snbetltuting  the  large  syt^tem  of 
prodiictiun  fur  the  t^Ilmll,  depelldl^,  of  course,  iu  the  lii'st 
place,  on  the  extent  of  the  market.  The  lai^e  system  can 
only  be  advantii^ftma  whi'n  a  large  amonnt  of  bnaineaa  ia 
to  be  done :  it  implies,  tliorefore,  either  a  populous  and 
i1ourit>luii<;  I'limmimity^  or  a  grent  opening  t'ur  t'XjKirlalJon. 
A^in,  this  as  ^vcU  as  every  other  eliange  in  the  syfitein  of 
])rodnctioii  is  frreiitly  favoured  by  a  proiio"c6sive  condition 
of  capital.  It  is  eliiefiy  when  the  eapiul  of  a  country  is 
rceciviiig  a  |^at  annual  increase,  tliat  tboFe  ia  a  large 
amriunt  of  capital  Fc<]-kinpr  tor  investment :  and  a  new  cnter- 
jtrise  is  nnieh  8*»mei'  and  more  easily  entered  upon  by  new 
capital,  than  by  withdrawing  capital  from  existing  employ* 
menta.  Tlio  chanjjR  is  also  niiicli  fiu-ilituled  by  the  exist- 
ence of  lar^  capitals  in  few  iiaiids.  It  is  truu  tliat  the 
aante  amount  of  capital  cAn  bo  r^scd  by  brinpn^  titf^ther 
many  small  suntit.  Dut  rliis  (besi<le6  that  it  is  not  equall}' 
well  suited  to  all  branches  of  indnstry)  «up|Kwca  a  much 
greater  dt-fjreo  of  commercial  confidence  and  enteri>ri8C  dif- 
fused through  the  community,  and  belongs  altogether  to  a 
more  advanced  stage  of  industrial  progress. 

In  the  eountnes  in  which  there  are  .the  largest  markets, 
the  widest  diffusion  of  commercial  confiilonee  and  enter- 
prise, tiie  greatest  annual  increnac  of  capital,  and  the  great- 
est number  of  large  capitals  owne<l  by  intlividuals,  there  is 
A  tendency  to  sub.-tlitiite  mora  and  more  in  one  branch  of 
ithhietn'  &t)er  another,  large  eetubUdhmenta  for  email  ones. 
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In  Engltiufl,  the  eliief  tvpe  of  all  thefte  cliaructcTiflticfi,  Uiere 
is  a  iKTpftual  growth  not  only  of  large  mamifacturing  estab- 
lishments, but  also,  ■wherever  n  Buffieicnt  niinibt'r  of  piir- 
cliaiicrs  arc  aaaeniblutl,  of  shops  aud  waix'hoiisos  for  conduct- 
ing retail  business  on  a  Uvr^c  P«ak*.  Theso  are  alinoet 
ftlwavB  abl«  to  undiTiiell  the  i^maller  tradesmen,  partly,  it  is 
uudcrstood,  by  means  of  dinsiou  of  labour,  and  the  oconomy 
oci!aAioned  by  liiiuting  the  eniployment  of  skilled  agency  to 
eases  where  skill  is  required  ;  and  partly,  no  doubt,  by  the 
tiuving  of  labour  arising  frotn  tlie  great  »:ale  of  the  transac- 
tions; &6  it  costs  no  nioro  time,  and  not  much  more  exertion 
of  mind,  to  make  a  large  purcha^Mi,  for  example,  than  a 
small  one,  and  very  muih  lean  than  (o  make  a  number  of 
SHI  111  1  nnes. 

Witli  a  view  merely  to  prodiirtion,  and  to  the  grealcfet 
efiieioncy  of  labour,  this  change  is  wholly  beneficial.  In 
fiome  caecs  it  is  attended  with  drawbacks,  rather  social  than 
ecouoniiral,  the  nature  of  which  has  been  already  hinted  at. 
But  whatever  disadvantages  may  be  supposed  to  attend  on 
the  change  trom  a  small  to  a  large  system  of  prwlucrion, 
they  ai-e  not  applicable  to  tlie  change  from  a  lan^e  to  a  still 
larger.  When,  in  any  employment,  the  n'-gime  of  indci>en' 
dent  small  pi-uduceru  has  either  never  been  jKiasiblc,  or  hmi 
been  superseded,  and  the  system  of  nnniy  work-people  undei 
one  management  has  become  fully  ectiibli^hcd,  from  thai 
time  any  further  enlargement  in  the  scale  of  production  is 
genprally  an  um|\i(ilified  benefit.  It  is  obvious,  for  exam- 
ple, how  great  an  economy  of  labour  would  bo  obtained  if 
London  were  supplied  by  a  single  gas  or  water  company 
inKtead  of  the  existing  (ilurulity.  AVhllc  there  are  even  !Ui 
many  as  two,  this  implies  double  cstabiishniont^  of  all  sorts, 
when  one  only,  with  a  small  increase,  conid  probably  per- 
ftinn  the  whole  operation  (Hiually  well ;  double  wita  of  nm- 
chinen.'  and  works,  when  the  whole  of  the  gas  or  water 
rcqiHred  could  generally  be  produee<l  by  one  set  only  ;  even 
double  sotft  o(  pipes,  if  the  CMmpanies  did  not  prevent  this 
noedleaa  expense  by  agreeing  \\\\(m  a  d\\\*\on  ol  ^Xwt  V^m? 
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torv.  AV^crc  there  only  one  fstaMislimt-uf,  it  coaJd  make 
low(!r  diiirges  cmihititijntly  with  obtaining  the  rate  ttl'  yrnGt 
now  realized.  But  would  it  do  so  i  Even  if  it  tJiii  not,  the 
community  in  the  a^gn^te  wuuld  btill  be  a  gainer ;  «ncu 
tho  ebareholders  are  a  part  of  the  community,  and  they 
would  obtain  higlier  [irotits  while  Uie  eonsumi^rg  paid  only 
the  same.  It  ie,  however,  an  error  to  6n]>posc  that  the 
priees  are  ever  permanenlly  kept  down  by  the  competiriun 
of  these  companies.  Where  competitors  are  eo  few,  tbey 
always  end  by  agreeinf^  not  to  compete.  Tliey  may  run  a 
race  of  cheapness  to  ruin  a  new  candidate,  but  as  &oun  aa  he 
has  established  his  footing  they  i-omc  to  terms  with  birn. 
WheJi,  therefurc,  a  busiiiees  of  real  public  importance  can 
only  be  carried  on  advantageously  upon  so  large  a  scale  as 
to  render  the  liberty  of  e-ompetition  almost  illusory,  it  h  an 
nntbrifly  dispensation  of  the  public  re^mrces  that  several 
coatly  sets  of  arrangements  should  bo  kept  up  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rendering  to  the  community  this  one  aorvjce.  It  ia 
much  better  to  treat  it  at  once  as  a  public  function  ;  and  if 
it  be  not  such  as  the  government  itself  eonld  benefleially 
nndortako,  it  should  he  made  over  entire  to  tlie  ponipuny  or 
aAtVK'iatinn  which  will  perfnnn  it  on  the  t>c;i^  terint*  fur  tho 
public.  In  tho  cofio  of  railways,  for  example,  no  one  cnn 
desire  to  see  the  enormous  waste  of  capital  uud  land  (not  to 
H])e]ik  of  uicreiised  mii^jmce)  involved  in  the  construolion  of 
ft  eiMjoud  railway  to  couTiwt  the  fsame  places  alrcaily  united 
by  an  exii^ling  one;  while  the  two  would  not  do  the  work 
better  than  it  could  ho  done  by  nnc,  and  after  a  short  time 
would  probably  be  amalgamated.  Only  one  finch  line 
oupht  to  l»e  iiermitted,  but  the  control  over  that  lino  never 
ought  to  be  parted  with  by  tlio  State,  unlesA  on  a  temporary 
eoncessinii.  as  in  Franco ;  and  the  vested  ri.i^ht  whi(;b  Par- 
Hiunent  liaa  allowed  to  be  acquired  by  the  enstingcompanieft, 
like  all  other  proprictnry rights  whiih  ure  np|xtsod  to  public 
utility,  is  morally  valid  only  as  a  claim  to  compensation. 


§  4.     Tiic  question  between  lUelarigQ  and  tho  small  eys* 
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tetni;  of  |iroiluclion  as  applied  to  ftLjriculturo — between  large 
and  feimill  t'tirmiiig,  tJio  grandt?  ond  the  petite  f^uUure — 
stands,  in  iiiuny  nwpet^ts,  un  ditrcruiil  {^oundi*  I'rtmi  the  gen- 
eral qne«tioD  between  great  and  eniall  inda&thal  cf^tabUsh- 
nientB.  In  its  social  aspwrt,  and  ns  mi  element  in  the 
Uistrihutiun  of  Wealth,  this  question  ■will  occupy  us  hcro- 
a^;* :  hut  even  as  a  question  of  priHluction,  tlic  t^uperiority 
of  tlie  large  system  in  agriculture  is  by  no  means  so  clearly 
ffitahliblie^l  as  in  manufaetnix'S. 

I  have  already  remarked,  tliat  the  operations  of  agricnl- 
tore  are  little  snsceiirible  of  benefit  from  the  division  of 
labour.  There  is  bnt  little  scparaiiou  uf  eniploynienls  even 
on  tlio  largest  farm.  The  eamc  persons  may  not  in  general 
attend  to  the  live  atock,  to  the  markuting.  and  to  tJi«  (nilti- 
ration  of  the  soil  ;  hut  much  beyond  thai  pninary  and  siiU' 
pie  elasiiificution  the  subdiviftion  is  not  carried.  The  com- 
bination of  labour  of  which  agricultnre  is  susceptible,  is 
diielly  lliat  whirh  Mr.  Wakclield  terms  Simple  Cu-opcra- 
tiou  ;  several  pei-sons  belpinj;  one  another  in  the  same  work, 
at  tl»c  same  time  and  place.  But  I  confer  it  seems  to 
me  that  this  able  writer  attnbntcs  more  importance  to  that 
kind  of  co-<ijK'!ration,  in  reference  to  agriculture  properly  so 
eoUedf  than  it  deserves.  Konc  of  tlic  common  farming 
operations  require  nitich  of  it  There  is  no  particular 
arlvantage  in  settinsr  n  gi-eat  number  of  pe^iplc  to  work 
together  in  plougliing  or  di|;piij;  or  sowing  the  same  field, 
or  even  in  niowin*?  op  n-apinj^  it  unlfss  time  presses.  A 
single  family  can  p>nci-ally  snpjdy  all  the  j^ombinatton  of 
lalxiur  necessary  for  these  purposes.  And  in  the  works  in 
which  an  union  of  many  efl'arts  is  really  needed,  there  is 
seldom  found  any  impraetieubiiity  in  obtaining  it  where 
Camis  ore  small. 

Tin:  waste  of  productive  j'ower  by  subdivision  of  the 
land  often  nmonnts  to  a  great  evil,  but  this  applit«  chiefly 
to  a  subdivision  so  minute,  that  the  cultivators  have  not 
enough  land  to  wTupy  their  time.  T*p  to  that  point  the 
same  principles  which  roeoinmend  large  wvi\i\\^\xt\.<iV\^  m^ 
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a]){)1icable  to  iigriculture.  For  the  groatosfc  prodnctire 
elliciency,  it  is  gcuorully  dcftiriililc  (thoiigli  uvcn  tlii«  propo- 
sition must  be  received  witli  qnnlificatiims)  tliat  in»  fnniil)' 
wliu  have  any  land,  eliould  have  lu^  than  tliey  could  culti- 
vate, or  than  will  fully  emjiloy  their  cattle  and  tools. 
Theae,  liowcver,  arc  nut  ihu  dimiin&ions  ul*  large  lamis  hut 
of  what  are  reckoned  in  England  very  email  uttt».  ^  i 
larn:e  fsirincr  has  euine  advantage  in  the  article  of  bt"'**« 
in^s.  It  does  not  cost  so  much  to  houbc  a  great  nnmber  of 
cattle  in  one  building,  as  to  lodge  them  equally  well  in  sev- 
eral buildings.  There  is  aUo  Eome  advantage  in  imple- 
ments. A  email  farmer  is  not  bo  likely  to  posacss  expensive 
iiifilrtinienlti.  But  tlie  principal  agricultural  impltmienta, 
even  when  of  the  best  construction,  arc  not  expcnatre^  It 
juay  not  answer  to  a  small  farmer  to  own  a  threshing  ma- 
chine, for  the  siuull  quuntitr  of  com  he  li:m  to  threeh  ;  hut 
tbere  is  no  reason  why  Buch  a  machine  sliould  not  in  every 
neighbourhood  l>o  owned  in  common,  or  provided  by  Mme 
pei'son  to  wliotn  llie  otliia^  jmy  a  courfidcralion  for  it«  use; 
especially  as,  when  worked  by  gteom,  they  are  so  eonstmct- 
ed  !is  to  ho  moveable.*  Tlie  lai^t-  farmer  can  make  some 
saving  in  coat  of  carriage.  There  is  nearly  as  much  trouble 
in  carrying  a  small  portion  of  produce  to  market^  aa  a  mncli 
greater  ]>rodu('o:  in  bringing  liome  a  smull,  as  a  much 
larger  quantity  of  manure,  and  articles  of  daily  consump- 
tion. There  is  altio  the  greater  clieapnc^  of  buying  tilings 
in  large  quantities.  These  various  advantages  must  count 
fur  Bonietliing,  but  it  doCH  nut  seem  that  they  ought  to 
count  fur  very  much,  in  England,  for  some  generations, 
there  has  been  little  experience  of  small  farms ;  but  in  Ire- 
land the  cx|>criencc  has  been  ample,  not  nierely  under  the 
worst  but  under  the  best  manogemeut ;  and  the  higlicst  Irish 

*  Titc  obMrnttions  in  ihit  text  mi;  hrreoncr  roi]u!rt  mhin*  dcftnc  or  nodW- 
coilrm  rrora  iiiTOiilioDH  «ueli  as  the  tttcant  plftupli  uiil  tlte  reajiut^  niAclilnr.  Tin* 
DflMt,  boircvvr,  of  these  iRiprovvuif  dLi  on  lite  rclittWe  ikIvaiiU^oh  o(  larf^  uu) 
mull  Iknia,  will  not  tle[>cnd  oa  the  elScU-noy  (>r  \ha  tiLnrum(;iiL'.  l>ul  do  their 
crMlineat.  I  bm  no  reuan  to  ciprcl  that  ibis  will  Iw  such  a»  to  riukc  tlicui 
inatvu^bh  to  Btnail  tamem,  or  cuniVni^^iAWft  ot  wntJkV  (imitwim. 


PBOOULTKUi  OS  A  LABU£  ASD  ON  A  SHALL  SCALE.      1>)3 

ftvthontiefl  may  be  cited  in  oppo&ition  to  tliu  oi>iiiioti  whicli 
on  tliid  Hubject  w»muiotiIy  |>revuilp  in  Kngl&nd.  Mr.  IJiai-ker, 
for  example,  one  of  tlic  utost  experieiicud  iigriculturists  and 
siicL'tiBsful  improvers  in  tliu  North  of  Irelam),  wbose  cxpe- 
rieuce  was  ciiiudy  in  the  bust  eullivatttl,  which  are  also 
the  most  niinuttily  divided  parts  of  tlie  countiy,  was  of 
(>"*Moa,  tliat  lenanla  huldinjj;  farnis  not  i'xcra?ding  from  five 
t'  ight  or  ten  acres,  could  live  cointbrtabiy  and  pay  as  iii^U 
ft  rent  as  any  large  farmer  whatever.  "  I  atn  firmly  jkt- 
suadt'd/*  (he  ^ays,*)  "  that  Oic  small  farniL-r  who  Iioldt;  hia 
own  plough  and  digs  his  own  ground,  if  lie  luUows  a  prt»]K.T 
rutation  of  umptt,  and  feeds  his  cattle  In  the  liousu,  can 
imdersell  tliu  larj^e  farmer,  or  in  uthcr  wortis  can  pay  a  rent  - 
which  the  other  cannot  afford ;  and  in  tliis  I  am  confirmed  by 
the  opinion  of  many  practical  men  who  have  well  considered 
the  snbjoct.  .  .  The  English  farmer  of  700  to  800  acres  is  a 
kind  of  man  approaching  to  wliat  is  known  by  the  nanio  of 
a  gentleman  fanner.  He  mast  have  hi*  hor^e  to  ride,  and 
Ids  gig,  and  perhaps  an  overseer  to  attend  to  his  labourers; 
he  certainly  cannot  superintend  himticlf  the  iftb">nr  going  on 
in  a  farm  of  SOO  a<'rc.'^."  AtVcr  a  few  other  remarks,  lnj 
adds,  "  Besides  all  these  drawbacks,  which  the  small  farmer 
knows  little  about,  there  is  the  great  exjxmse  of  carting  out 
the  manure  from  tlie  homestead  to  such  a  great  distance 
and  again  (rartiug  home  tlie  crop.  A  single  horse  will  con- 
sume the  produce  of  mom  land  than  would  fn*.**!  a  amall 
farmer  and  his  w^ifc  and  two  children.  And  what  is  more  t 
than  all,  the  large  farmer  says  to  his  labt^urcrK,  ffo  to  yiair 
work ;  but  when  the  small  farmer  has  occasion  to  biro 
tJicm,  lie  says,  come  ;  the  intelligent^reader  will,  I  dare  say, 
understand  the  ditVerence." 

One  of  the  objections  most  urged  against  small  farms  is* 
that  tliey  do  not  and  cannot  maintain,  prnportlonally  to 
their  extent,  go  great  a  niimher  of  cattle  as  large  farms,  and 
that  thia  occasions  such  a  deficiency  of  manure,  that  a  soil 

■  Priw  EMBf  on  thr  Utoagemcnt  of  L-andcd  I'topcrt;  la  Irduid,  b;  Wil- 
Cm  BUckiT.  Em|.  H$»7.)  P-  33. 
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nmcli  stilKilvitled  must  ulwajH  be  iniiJOveri«bed.  It.  wiU  be 
Ibuni],  however,  tliiit  Rtibdivii^ioii  only  produces  this  effect 
wbcii  it  throws  the  hind  into  the  hiuid*  of  cuUivutors  so 
|H)or  as  not  to  possess  the  antonnt  of  live  6toc-k  eiiitftblo  to 
the  sLte  of  tlicir  fiiriii*.  A  snudl  turin  uttii  a  bndly  i^lockwl 
farm  are  not  fivnoii vinous.  To  nmke  thu  i«nuiiaris»'n  liiirlv, 
we  must  8ui>|}Oae  Uio  satno  amount  of  cnpital  which  is  po«* 
seeeed  by  tlie  huge  farmers  to  be  dishtininated  mnonp  the 
BmaJl  ones.  When  this  condition,  or  even  any  Hpjtrnai.'L  to 
it,  exitftti,  «nd  when  i^tall  feeding  is  praetiticd  (and  titall  feed- 
ing now  begins  to  be  considui-ed  gmid  economy  even  on 
large  f(irm>),  cxpcrieuee,  far  from  hearing  out  tlie  asbcrtion 
that  small  farming  in  nnfavonmble  to  the  multipliealiun  of 
cattle,  conclusively  csliiblibhes  tbo  very  reveree.  The  abun- 
dance of  cattle,  and  copious  u&o  of  manure,  on  the  lintall 
farmH  of  FlandcrB,  are  the  inoRt  Rtrikitig  fentnr^  in  that 
Flemish  ngricnUure  which  is  the  admiraiion  of  all  eom* 
pcteut  judgir),  whether  in  England  or  on  the  CoiitinenL* 

•  "  Tl».'  iiumlicr  of  t»«wt!i  fed  on  ii  farm  of  whiHi  llw  wliolt?  w  nnlik  lami," 
(m,Ti  tliQ  clnl>om>«  knil  iiilvll^nit  li-mtiw  oii  Fleiuinh  IlualwiMlr}-,  riutn  fieraMual 
ohwmalinn  Mid  llw  timt  iinurc«-ti,  puliliitbMl  in  lUe  Libnrir  of  tht  i^aci«t7  for  ibo 
DitTiuiJoii  nf  rwriil  Kiiowlt^;:v,)  "U  mir^i^iiif;  to  lbo*t'  wliu  arf  niH  ft<.i|itaini4-il 
wiUi  the  mo<]«  in  which  the  food  'a  pn-poml  ft>r  the  caiik.  A  bcvi  for  tmry 
Ihn'p  tatf  of  UimI  h  a  common  proponfon.  nnil  in  tery  sfonll  occupiilioia  wbcre 
nnioh  *<p«de  lujHl)ai)ilry  b  uxtl,  tbD  pruportiun  in  xtill  fct^Alnr.  Alior  ixiinimtin;; 
Ihv  lu'vount*  |*i^i5ii  iu  a  vitmiy  of  plui.^.s  iititl  »iiun[iiiii^  (if  itu;  aKcni)[r  i|Uatilitv 
uf  milk  which  n  oow  |;ivc*  nhon  fttl  in  Uiv  sull.  thp  rwntU  is,  llmt  il  cirnUjr  ri- 
ct-vtli  llmt  of  iiiii  l>(t>t  ilniry  forotfl,  and  Uic  tjiinmity  ofbnitcr  iiiwlc  from  affirco 
i(Uiiiirity  of  uiilk  m  tUo  ;^atcr.  It  n|>(>oare  AOonigbinjE  that  tho  occaplor  of  oalf 
t<-n  or  twvlvo  Horv^  of  ti(;ht  srahle  litnd  ebould  bfl  ablf.  lo  nwiiii«in  Ibur  or  Bro 
ODK-H.  bat  ihc  Joct  in  nolorionn  in  tbc  Waps  country."    (pp.  fi9,  60.) 

Thii«  MihJM  is  triatcU  rm*  InU-lligcntly  In  tlic  wprit  uf  M.  t'oMy.  "  Dm 
S7«il4^nir4  ill-  t'lihurt'  rt  <1o  Iriir  IiiHut-itca  flui-  I'Econamti-  Soctnlc,'*  uni)  of  the 
moot  ini|nrUti[  •li!wiu«ious,  u  l>el«ri<vii  tht-  two  8y>u>iiu,  vhivh  ha*  y«l  Rppttsifd 
hi  Fniice. 

"JNirifl  nul  ifniili',  (•'♦.-si  VAiipKH'Ttr-  ((Ut,  k  wipcrfitio  iV'ile,  rtminil  le  pbu 
iranimnut ;  la  lliilbntji;  H  «iiii-1i|tH-!<  ixtrtic^i  ib'  la  Li'iiithanliv  pourraltflil  aoolna 
III)  di^t'tlCi-r  crt  Hranlflip':  mattt  rwt  o^  \k  iiii  r/-!«utiat  'ics  fonnni  lU'  IVipluila- 
tiob,  d  dM  dnrftitHUiifva  it-  climat  ct  de  ritunliDQ  Utctle  oe  coocourcnC-elks 
paa  ft  Ic  produtrv*  Test,  A  uutix' «v|]>.  01'  <|ul  oe  wunti  utiv  coul<wi4.  Xn 
cOift,  quotqa'oa  on  aH  tUt.  |«rU>ut  f>i\  I&  ^mnJe  et  la  [MHiu>  cnlttire  w  rvtiCDnlml 
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Tlie  disadvantage,  when  dipadvantage  there  U.  of  small 
or  rather  of  pea^sant  farinin^ri  as  cotn|)ure4l  wilh  capitalist 
farming,  most  chicHy  consisl  in  inferiority  of  skill  and 
knowledge ;  but  it  ia  not  true,  as  a  general  fact,  that  Kneli 
infuriority  exi^td.  Couiitricii  of  Buiall  furnm  and  peasant 
fanning,  Flanders  and  Italy,  had  a  gotxl  agriculture  niaiu' 
general  it -lis  hefure  Kiigliuul,  and  theirs  is  still,  OS  a  whole, 


nr  W  tni-iut^  |ii>iiua,  t'^t  c>'lk--ci  qui,  bicn  qo'cUo  dc  paimc  eulntcuir  muat 
de  tooiiloiia,  ikmiwiIc,  tout  cutupcrisc,  le  |)liu  grand  mitnbre  li'uiinaux  priMltiv- 
l«ura  ilVo^niiifl.  Vuic-i,  p4r  vtvo}pIi>,  vk  c(ui  rvaovrt  dtv  iururuutiatu  foitmiui 
|«F  im  I)i'l^ii)iic. 

**  Li-»  di-tit  |imviRi-m  on  rci^u  )■  itloit  p«tit£  culture  •ont  cvlint  iTAnvrra  el 

■)p  la  Miui'lrr  oriciiljilr,  ft  HIc-s  p«iMi&iU-tit  vii   majfijue,  par  IU()  bi>curc«  ilii 

UmsculUvi-M,  *!'!  liiU'n  Iwrinm  Pt   14  tnnutorub     Ia^  iIcuk  pravincM  lA  ttf 

tnnivuu  les  ^nmlca  f«nnn  aont  ooUm  Al  Xaniur  ut  ilu  Hkiiuut,  at  »IIm  n'aiit 

w  'jB  nicjeiuie,  puur  luO  hitctuivs  (k>  itrmf  cultink-^,  qup  30  Muv  boriDm  «l  4a 

^PBntooi.     Of,  ea  eompuol,  niTBDt  I'oujiv.  10  mouionii  comme  l*»qalvB}«ia 

^nttt:  Iftr  ill-  lEKM  Mtjtil,  iinii.t  rcnmntmnf<  d'un  oAlA,  76  aniiiiuux  mtvuiI  i 

niaioUfuir  U  td(.-iiniliie  <lii  f»il;  di:  I'uutrc,  uiainfl  (lt>  8ft,  dilTkx'nee  A  roup  n'lr 

ioonnn.    (Oaprts  U^  docunvtiU  Matutiqufs  pobUte  par  U  Htnuiirc  de  I'ln- 

tArimir,  Stno  piiblicRtion  ofiicii'lk-.)     II  (wt  A  rominiiter,  ui  ixirpluis  qiM-  )o 

numlirc  <i>r9  ouituauK  nVwt  |uls,  dAtit'  Im  ptirtk-  ik- 1»  (k-l;;ii|UL-d4)nt  li;  ih>1  est  diiis^ 

m  tn'»-pcti(n  rrrniiT?',  t)vnii<:<iiip  nuiitntn.^  iiu'iii  AnKli,-lrm>.     En  t'd^'iiuunt  duu 

erU«  ik-m>^n>  cotilr^-  iV  miwin  •fiilemi'iit  dii  icri-iKnn.'  en  ctiltiire,  U  j  rxisic,  (tor 

nmUintt  d'lm*tHnw,  flfi  iK't^s  i  omv  ft  pfv5  de  2Au  tufiutoni-,  (.■.■ii-d,  r^|iiiT(d«nl 

dr  111  dtM  ptemii-ni,  ou  Meuloiociit  15  de  plus  quo  daiin  I'nutrc.     Et  cnt.'ore  eirt-ll 

^^^Hie  d'uti»on'er  quVn  DvlKiipic-'  pr«M]iic  rif  n  n'c*l  pcrtlu  d<.>9  cnffraia  doan6«  [Mr 

HP||ktaiiitu&u:t  nnurrin  k  pt:u  piu!<  u>ul-'  rann^K  A  IVialilo,  liindu  iiuVii  Aiik1i-I(tit> 

r  I*  pitiire  fti  plHn  atr  airaiblii  cotisitU-riililorrK'iit  It4  <)uanUCvA  qu'll  derk'Dl  po«Ki- 

Ue  do  tDcUro  tntu'rvmrat  b  profit. 

"DwiP  If  d^jwrttincnl  dii  N'onl  nus^i,  re  annl  h-s  nrrondi!«ii>meiit>i  donl  Io» 
frnoM  Mit  1m  (nuiddrv  n.mti'naittv  qui  ■■Tttrviiruiti-iit  It*  plus  ifanimaus.  Tatidb 
ijiie  [4*8  amifidiftwim-tiU  de  IJtlc  K  dr  llaxt^lirotick.  miire  un  pliu  gmnd  niMnlirc 
df  cWranx,  buutttwi^ut,  I'tm  I'Aiuivali'nt  de  &:!  linea  dc  gnw  beuilf  l^autni 
r^qiilvalMit de46,  \e*  arrondiiMtnicbM 4tA  tcA cxploiliitiitDfl  Mni )(»• 
c«ax  de  Uutikvrqitp  el  irAnttiea,  tM>  CDtilicnnent,  fc  prrtiiKr,  rpic'! 
ijp  44  Wlcst  Iwviiiis*,  I'anlrr,  q«r  wlni  ilc  i'>.  (l)*npr«>ii  li  Suiudquc  do  la 
Fnnct.'  pnblii.^  pnr  io  Uiniiitrc  du  ComniorM:  Affriculturr^  t  i.) 

"  Psrviilcs  rfc)it>rch«fs  Otcndufti  hit  d'autn:^  points  de  In  Knin«(>  offVInJeni 
dn  r^sid'niH  aitidofuai.  1^*1)  f^t  vm)  ijiie  daao  U  bnnlkiiti  dtM  rllltw.  !■  pi'ttttf 
ciihuriT  ff'nlisliviinf  da  gartItT  dm  itiiniiitix.  an  prndnit  dirsqui'b  die  Hip[*lt^« 
fnril'-iiM'Dl  {mv  den  MibnU  d'c-DKraiii,  il  iic  mc  pnit  i|Ur  !<•  ^f^xv.  ik-  Intvail  qui 
filirf  tc  pliix  df  la  tPtrc  nr  Writ  (lafl  i-i^ui  i|Ui  I'li  vBtii.-tk-nnt>   \v.  \^\\s  MAJ.'i»avwx&. 
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probably  the  l)ost  agricuUuro  in  the  world.  The  cmpirici 
skill,  wliicli  is  tlie  efft-ft  ot'  dnily  nnd  cUise  obs«rvaIioii,' 
IH-asMnt  luriiicm  otteu  jiosseas  in  lua  cuiiueitt  degree.  The 
traditional'  knowledge,  for  example,  of  the  culture  of  the 
vinu,  jKisaufisfd  hy  thtr  puasaiiti'v  of  tht-  cuuntni-s  where 
the  bL-st  wines  ore  produced,  is  extraordinary.  There  is  no 
doubt  ou  absence  of  acieucc,  or  at  least  of  theory ;  and  toj 


_b  Tertilit^.     Aasiir^raent  il  n'eA  p.\a  dooni  nux  TMttitcs  fenncn  de  pncsMer  ds 
abmix  tniupeaux  dc  raouiuos,  ct  vVki  un  inconvenient;  iiuiL",  t^ii  n?vancbe, 
IIm  iKMirruseot  phis  do  bctcti  buvUiro  qu«  lea  groDdcs.     ("est  U  »nr.  ni-«Mt4 
k  laiiiiellti  vlivs  uc  wuniittiit  sc  t»a»tr«li«  Jaiia  Rticuit  ilm  (lavfl  o<>  lv«  l>e»i>iiM  d»  < 
U  (.■uuMiniiuilioii  Il-s  nnt  Bpptlccs  A  ftcurir ;  dies  p<^riniii>iit  id  dlv«  ou  tinso*-  < 
tutidil  piu  1^  )-  ADtiiUaiit.'. 

"Vtiici,  Bu  Huqilu;*,  iiur  <.v  [Kiint  dod  tli-uiils  dont  IVuititude  noua  jMirait . 
plcluetncni  atloiilto  par  rcxcc-Ucnce  du  travail  t)ii  notui  lex  avuns  p«w6«.    Cm 
d^tjuU,  coiiteniu  dotu  U.  sintistique  de  la  vomomne  de  Veosat  (I'nj  de  DAnu<), , 
paUi^c  rccetomcot  par  M.  k-  doctcur  Jucseraod,  maire  de  !■  communv,  tujntj 
d'liiiUint  \Am  pr6ci<^ux,  qu'iU  racllciil  iloaa  xnut  Iqui'  jour  la  uatui«  dea  cliAUgeJ 
DH-iitii  que  \c  diJrcLoppi-mcQt  d«  lii  petite  uidturo  n,  dam  le  |>aj-s  dooi  il  a'aftil,, 
■ppoil^ri  au  tLonibrc  ec  h  Vctftixc  dm  uiimBUX  ilont  Ic  pnxluJl  en  cngrmli)  iwiuci 
lit  acerotc  la  fetliliid  dca  tvirciu     l)an»  la  cominunt!  de  Voiuat,  qui  txirapnnd^ 
ISIS  hectarvfl  dlvisis  cd  4600  parccUw  appartenant  ik  5t>l  proprictaires,  U>  («r- 
ri(oIr«  cxplc^tA  ec  DOinpOM  di>  144>6  hevUrea.    Or,  en  t'PO,  17  r<>rTn«  en  occd- 
palnil  ks  dcuK  lien*  et  SO  aiitr^s  tnut  le  restv.     IVpnis  InrA.  Im  ctiUiirm  w  aonl 
lDon;«l^-s,  rt  uuuuu-nntit  Irur  pi-til(-!««  est  vxlrt-au-.     (Jtielln  «  rt^  rmflttrncc  dti 
chatigcmrril  sttr  la  qiuiulit6  dcA  nurrautix?     Fro augrmoutiuion  r-niiMd/'nihlp.     Rn  , 
17^'Mja  c«iiTuun«>  no  pomil'dait  qu'i-nvirftn  IlOo  IkMpji  il  corner,  M  iV  IhiWi  A  2'.KM(j 
tii-U-s  A  luini';  atijouril'hiii  pJIo  mnqiU'  il«(l  di-s  pivmitres,  ei  .ISS  fietilt^initil 
cvcniidcs.      Aiod  p<iur  rtunptacw   134^0  tBouiom  i-lle  n  ncqiila  ^tTfi  bwab  ot 
TOf^ioii,  et  lout  conpencHS,  la  Mnune  dea  «tignda  *W  accrue  du»  la  prnportioa , 
de  490  A  729,  ou  de  plus  de  -ttt  pour  cent.     Bi  encore  «>t-i1  &  rcnMrqniT  qne,| 
plu5  hn»  vt  nieux  nourris  &  pr&iciil,  li-s  aninmux  cvnlribiteat  bicn  davuilagv  i 
ciiln-ti-iiir  Is  fcrtilili  dc»  Urrrw. 

"  VoilA  (1.'  que  lesi  fnitn  m>ti4  npprrnrinit  Mir  ci'  pa>inl ;  il  n'tr^t  ilonr  pnH  rnu 
que  la  pHitv  (Ulturo  ne  nnun-bisp  |uis  aalaut  d'aiiiniaui  que  Irs  anttv-i;  luin  de 
lA,  A  conditi()ni>  ItiouleB  pan-illra,  o'l-At  clle  qui  en  pnefit'ilt-  \e  plus,  e-t  il  nt-  deTaitJ 
piM  ^nv  dlRtcilc  do  Ic  [ir&iumf  r ;  car,  du  mamcnt  tWi  «*est  Hl»  qu!  doniando  le^ 
plim  a»i.  U'mv,  il  fiiut  liieii  quVlIt!  iMir  duuiif  dt«  Mnti9  d'uutant  plna  rV'pitralt*ui« 
qa'elle  vik  cxigp  tlav^ntatre.     Que  Ton  prenrte  uii  iV  un  ]r»  iiutre«  ropmchw; 
qg'on  lea  vumine  ik  la  clarti-  de  fiiiu  bien  apprecivff,  on  B'appMWfTia  bicnti'ilj 
qa'iU  ae  ttauraiviit  i-trc  rnJeux  foudes,  ct  qu'ilti  u'ontetv  romiuU-a  que  \>itnv  qu'oil^ 
a  COCDpsrd  I'itat  dM  ctiltun-s  dnini  ilea  oontr^cs  uu   lea  i-aitxPH  ilc  la  pnwpi^i 

Kgricote  D'^^iaaaieDt  pv  avpc  la  vatmae  ^oer^c."     (pp.  1  lfl-130.) 
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«xtpnt  ft  deficiency  of  the  ppirit  of  improvement,  so  far 
latcs  to  tlie  introduction  of  now  processes.  Tliere  Ib 
alsn  a  want  of  im;ft?ia  to  make  experiments,  whieb  con 
seldom  be  made  with  advantage  except  by  rich  proprietore 
or  capitAlisls.  Aa  for  tJioj^.'  rtVattMimtie  imjirovcmcnts  which 
oj-ieratc  on  a  large  trnot  of  country  at  onee  (such  a«  great 
workt*  of  draining  or  irrigation)  or  whieh  for  any  other  re»r 
son  du  really  nft|uire  larjfc  uunibei-s  of  workmen  eombining 
their  lahoiir,  those  urc  not  in  general  to  be  expected  from 
small  farmers,  or  even  small  proprietor,  though  combina- 
tion among  them  for  aueb  purposes  is  by  no  means  unexam- 
pled, and  will  bei'tmie  more  common  as  their  inlelligeiico  is 
more  devi;lo|K;d. 

Agiiiiist  tlii-Be  di&advanta;;^  is  to  bo  placed,  where  tho 
lonere  of  laml  is  of  the  requisite  kind,  an  ardour  of  industry 
absolutely  unexampled  in  any  other  condition  of  agricul- 
tnro.  This  is  a  siihjcct  on  which  the  testimony  of  compe- 
tent witnesses  is  unanimitns.  The  working  of  thcpeiik'  culture 
cannot  be  fairly  judged  where  the  small  eidtirator  is  merely 
a  tejinnt,  and  n<»t  even  a  tenant  on  fixed  conditions,  but  (as 
until  lately  in  Ireland)  at  a  nominal  rent  greater  than  can 
be  paid,  and  therefore  jiraf-tieidly  at  a  varying  rent  always 
umnuntiug  to  tho  ntmost  that  can  be  paid.  To  understand 
the  snbjeet,  it  must  bo  8tndie<l  where  the  enUivat<ir  is  tho 
[intprietor,  or  at  Iciisit  a  mrtat/cr  with  a  permuneut  tenure; 
whore  the  labour  ho  exerts  to  increase  the  produce  and 
value  of  the  land  avails  wholly,  or  at  lea>.t  partly,  to  his  own 
benefit  and  tliat  of  his  descendants.  In  another  division  of 
our  aubjct't,  we  shall  discuss  at  some  length  the  iirijtortaut 
subject  of  tenures  of  laud,  and  I  defer  till  then  any  eiialiou 
of  evidciti-c  on  the  marvellous  industry  uf  peasant  proprie- 
tors. It  may  suffice  here  to  appeal  to  the  immense  amount 
of  gn»gs  produce  wlii<-h,  even  without  a  permanent  tenure, 
English  labourers  generally  obtain  from  their  little  allot- 
nietit*;  a  produce  beyond  comparison  greater  than  a  large 
famier  extracts,  or  would  find  It  Ids  interest  to  extract,  from 
the  same  piece  of  laud. 
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And  this  I  take  to  bo  the  true  rcaflon  why  large  ciiUha'  , 
tion  is  generally  most  advaHtaf^ons  a»  a  mere  iiivi'islinuiit  , 
for  protit.  Land  occupied  by  a  largr  farmer  ia  not,  in  one 
sense  of  the  wonl,  furnicd  so  highly.  Thin  ia  nut  on  account 
ofauy  economy  arising  from  eomhination  of  hibourfbut  bt.- 
can»e,  by  employing  lu^s^  a  greitter  return  is  obtuined  in 
proportiuii  tu  tlie  outlay. :  It  docs  not  aubwcr  to  any  oao  to 
pay  others  for  exerting  all  the  labour  vhith  the  peaMtnt^  or 
even  the  allotment  holder,  gladly  unUergiK-s  wlien  the  fniitfl 
arc  to  be  wholly  reaped  by  himself.  Tliia  labuur,  however, 
is  not  unproductive ;  it  all  afhis  to  the  grosa  ]u-odu<M-.  With 
unythiug  like  ef{uulity  of  bkill  and  knowledge,  the  large 
fanner  does  not  obtain  nearly  bo  much  frouj  the  fioil  as  tlio 
small  proprietor,  or  the  small  fanner  with  adequate  motives 
to  exertion :  but  though  his  returus  are  less,  the  labour  i*  \cs6 
iu  a  ftlill  greater  difgree,  aud  an  whatever  labour  /le  employs 
uiust  Vh'  paid  for,  it  docs  not  suit  hitt  purpose  to  employ  more. 

But  although  the  gross  pmduce  of  the  huid  U  greatest, 
cfpien^  ywn'^w*,  under  buuU  eultivatiou,  aud  aUhough, 
therefore,  a  nountry  is  able  on  that  Bv^tem  tu  support  a 
hii^er  i^^res^ate  pi>pulation,  it  is  genernlly  uASumc<l  by 
Kuglirih  writerH  that  what  i»  termed  the  net  produce,  that 
i'^f^e  surplus  after  feeding  the  cultivators,  must  ho  smaller ; 
tliat  therefore,  the  population  disposable  for  all  other  pur- 
jwiseii,  fur  manuriu^turcs,  for  comuieiTo  aud  uaiHgation,  for 
national  defence,  tor  the  prouiotion  of  knowledge,  for  the 
liberal  pr»)fei>:*it«iii,  for  the  variouK  funetionB  of  goventmcnt, 
for  the  arts  aud  literature,  all  of  which  ai*o  dependent  on 
this  surjdus  for  their  existence  as  oceupalions,  must  be  less 
numcron.^ ;  and  that  the  nation,  (waving  all  fpiestion  as  to 
the  condition  of  tlic  actual  cultivatore.)  must  be  inferior  ia 
the  principal  elements  of  national  ]H>wcr,  and  in  many  of 
those  of  general  welldielng.  This,  however,  has  been  taken 
for  grunted  much  too  roaxlijy.  Undoubtedly,  the  non-agri- 
cultural jMipnlation  will  btyir  a  lesw  ratio  to  the  agrifullund, 
under  snudl  than  under  large  cultivation.  But  tlnit  it  wilt 
be  less  nonicrou.t  ub&olutbly,  \f>  by  uo  means  a  conscquenoa 
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If  tLo  total  p^jpulation,  jif^riciiltnrul  and  non-agricnUuml,  is 
;:r«Jitx'r,  th«  noii-fij^riculliiriil  portion  may  Iw  more  numerous 
in  itsfir,  and  may  yet  be  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  whole. 
If  tliu  gn)8«  protintsj  i»  larger,  llie  net  produce  may  be 
larger,  ami  yet  bear  a  smaller  ratio  to  tlie  gross  pmilnee. 
Yet  oven  Mr.  W'akeHtdd  soinetimi's  appears  to  confound 
tliese  diijtinet  iileus.  In  France  it  in  computed  that  two* 
thirds  of  the  whole  popnhidou  are  agricultural.  In  Kng- 
liind,  at  most,  niie^l[iinl.  Uence  Mr.  AV'akcHeld  infers,  that 
"  as  in  Franco  only  thi-ce  pctiple  are  supported  by  tlie  lalxmr 
of  two  cultivators,  while  in  Enjrland  tlie  labour  of  two  culti- 
valiirs  Bupports  Rix  pctoplo,  KngliftU  agriculture  ia  twice  a* 
piixhictivc  &a  French  ngriculluix',"  owing  to  the  snporiot 
ffiicicncy  of  large  farming;  llinm^h  cond>inatioii  of  labour. 
Jiut  in  the  tin-t  place,  the  facts  tliemsclvcs  arc  ovcralaled. 
Tltc  labour  of  two  persons  in  England  does  not  quite  sup- 
port bl\  people,  for  there  is  not  a  litllo  fowl  importetl  from 
foreign  countries,  and  fi-om  Iit^land.  In  Francis  to*i,  the 
labour  of  two  cultivators  docs  much  more  than  supply  thoj 
food  of  three  persons.  It  provides  the  liirce  pei"Son8,  and 
occasionally  toreijrncrs,  with  flax,  hemp,  and  to  a  certain 
extent  with  silk,  oils,  tobm-co,  and  latterly  eugar,  which  iu 
Knglaml  an-  M-hnlly  ol>(ainc<l  from  ahroad  ;  nearly  all  the 
■*i^  timber  use*!  in  France  is  of  home  growth,  nearly  all  which 
/  18  uschI  in  Kn»:land  is  imported  ;  the  principal  fuel  of  Franeo 
is  procured  and  brought  to  market  by  persons  reckoned 
among  agricultiirists,  in  F-ngland  by  pei"w»ns  not  so  reck- 
oned. I  do  not  take  into  L-aleiilalion  hidt-rt  and  wool,  these 
products  being  common  to  both  coniitrics,  nor  wine  or 
hmnily  iiroduieil  for  hiinie  consumption,  tsince  Enghiml  has 
a  ci,»rres|Kniiling  priKlnction  of  beer  and  f-piritu ;  but  Kngluud  ' 
liaa  no  material  cx]>ort  of  either  article,  and  a  great  impor- 
tation of  the  last,  while  Franre  hujijilics  wines  and  P]Hrits  to 
the  whole  world.  I  say  nulhing  uf  fnut,  eggs,  and  such 
minor  exportable  articles  of  agricultural  pnwliice.  Rul»  not 
to  lay  nndiie  strew  on  these  abatements,  we  will  take  the 
statement  an  it  Bi;mrlft.  Suppose  tVml  tvco  YftWA^\^?.,\v^,  "'t.wi,- 
/ujicJ,  iio  bt/nd^fide  produce  tlie  food  ot  ftvx.^  v;\\\\c.  vc\'^t*a.■QK».^ 
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for  tlio  same  purpose,  ihe  labour  of  four  is  requisite.  Does 
it  follow  that  England  luu&t  bflve  ft  Iftrger  eurplus  for  the 
Riippoi't  of  ft  non-ngrii'iiltiirnl  jKJpiilatioii  i  Tso  ;  Imt  ineroly 
that  ahe  can  devote  two-tLii-de  of  hur  whole  produce  to  the 
purpose,  instead  of  one-tliird.  Supjwse  the  produce  to  he 
twice  as  ^c:it,  and  the  one-third  will  auunint  to  as  much  ta 
the  two-thirds.  Ttic  fact  luiglit  be,  tlmt  owing  to  the 
j;ivater  «]«»ntir_S"  oflftlwiir  piiiploved  un  tin:  Freneh  evBtem, 
Uio  eauie  land  would  [)rod«i-e  food  tur  twehe  [>ertH>na  whu-h 
on  the  English  eystem  would  only  produce  it  for  six :  and 
if  tliis  were  &o,  wliirli  would  bu  quite  conAiKtent  with  the 
i-onditions  of  the  hypothesis,  then  although  the  food  for 
twelve  was  produ<ed  by  tlie  labour  of  ei^jl't*  while  the  six 
were  fed  by  the  labour  of  only  two,  there  would  be  the  srnuc 
nuinlter  of  baiuU  diHpuwd)le  for  other  eniploynu^nt  in  the 
one  couutry  &»  in  tlie  other.  1  am  not  eontendiii^  that  the 
fact  ia  so.  I  know  that  the  groHs  produce  per  acre  in  Franco 
BR  a  whole  (though  not  in  it*  inoet  itnproved  distrit-ts)  aver- 
ages much  lesii  than  in  England,  aiKl  that,  in  jir<>|M)rtion  lo 
the  extent  and  fertility  of  the  two  co»ntri(?«,  England  has, 
in  the  Bense  we  are  now  Bpt>aktng  of,  much  tlio  largtssl  dis- 
posable population.  But  the  <lisproportion  certainly  is  not 
to  be  meaflurcd  by  Mr.  Wakefield'a  simple  criterion.  As 
well  miglit  it  be  said  that  ngrieidtural  labour  in  the  United 
States,  where,  by  a  Intc  censufl,  four  fuiiiiHes  in  every  five 
appeared  to  be  engageil  in  agriculture,  must  be  &till  more 
ineftifient  than  in  France. 

The  inferiority  of  French  cultivation  (which,  taking  the 
country  as  a  whole,  mufet  be  allowed  to  be  real,  though 
much  u.^aggerated,)  ia  j>robably  more  owing  to  the  lower 
general  average  of  industrial  skill  and  energy  in  that  coun- 
try, than  to  any  special  cauw.-:  and  even  if  partly  the  effect 
of  nn'uute  snbdiviaion,  it  does  not  prove  that  wnall  fanning 
18  disadvantageous,  but  only  (what  is  nn<1ouhtcdly  the  fact) 
that  furmti  in  France  ai-e  very  frequently  too  t^mall,  and, 
what  is  worse,  broken  up  into  un  nhnost  incredible  number 
ofvr''^'.^  ■  rrcM'fi,  moii  incouvenieutly  dispersed  and 
uuotlujr. 
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J  As  a  question,  not  of  gross,  but  of  net  produce,  tlitj  com- 
pHrativu  UKTittf  of  tin;  gra%^d«  and  t!ie/>f///*  rjiZ/wrc,  eajMicial- 
ly  when  tlic  6niulL  fnrtiicr  ie  al&o  the  proprietor,  cannot  be 
ln<)k(t()  upon  as  duciilixl.  It  is  a  qni»tion  uti  jrtiic-h  good 
judges  at  present  differ.  The  current  of  English  opiuion  is 
in  favour  oi  large  fiinnrt ;  on  the  Continent,  the  weiglit  of 
authority  secina  to  be  on  the  other  side.  Professor  Kau,  of 
Ueidelberg,  the  author  of  one  of  the  most  comprehensive 
and  ebiborali' of  extant  tri^atiifos  on  political  ceonomy,  and 
who  has  that  lai^e  acquaintance  with  facts  and  authorities 
on  his  iiwn  Ridijix^t,  wliicli  generally  eharacterisea  bJH  cnun- 
trynien,  lays  it  down  as  a  settled  truth,  that  small  or 
modcrato-aized  farms  yield  not  only  a  larger  gross  bnt  a 
larger  net  produce:  though,  he  adds,  it  is  desirable  there 
should  be  some  great  proprietors,  ti>  lead  the  way  in  new  ini- 
jirovementa.*  The  most  apijaitntly  impartial  and  discrimi- 
ling  judgnit'iit  that  I  have  met  with  is  that  of  M.  Patwy, 
Vho  (.always  speaking  with  irference  to  »4?<  produce)  gives 
his  verdict  in  favour  of  large  farms  for  grain  and  forage; 
but,  for  the  kinds  i)f  culture  whieli  require  much  labour  and 
attention^  plaeo*  the  advantage  M'holly  on  the  «i<]e  of  Rniall 
cultivation;  including  in  this  du^rrijition,  not  only  the  vine 
and  tlie  olive,  where  a  eoiisiderahlc  amount  of  care  and 
lahour  must  be  bestowed  on  each  individual  plant,  but  also 
ntot^,  leguminous  plautri,  and  those  which  furnish  the 
nrnteriab  of  mauufaetures.  The  small  size,  and  consequont 
multiplication,  of  farms,  according  to  all  authorities,  aro 
extremely  favourable  to  the  abundance  uf  many  minor  pn»- 
duct«  of  agricultnre.t 

It  is  evident  that  every  labourer  w!io  extraf'^ts  from  the 
laml  moix*  tlian  his  owu  food,  and  that  of  any  family  he  may 

'  9iev  pp.  S.^2  aii'l  35.t  ofa  Kivudi  trauslulitwi  |iutjlUhAl  at  BnMwlM  in  1839, 
by  U.  Fred,  ile  KiMomctor,  of  (.thcut. 

f  "  \>%\\%  l«  dK[>nrtemonl  du  NorJ,"  mj-*  M.  VxatJ,  "  untf  ft-i-me  ik-  £0  hi'i-- 
tiinra  rrcufiHe  en  Tcaiia,  UiU;^,  o-iifH,  ct  Tolait|i.-<),  parfoU  pixir  rin  milltfr  dp 
ftwin  iIahm  r«nit^e;  (4,  Im  I'raui  di'DUiiiitn,  cVnl  l'«<|ui*'iitunt  il'iinv  iiiJ>lili<ii)  a« 
linulull  itcl  tie  til  &  l£U  friuiM  |Mir  bvctuo.''     Ms  fttfOeinu  lU  Cwllun.  v-^\^ 
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Iiavc,  iuoroasoH  the  inonug  of  aujipnrting  a  noit-a^nciiltui-al 
]K>i>itlatiu)i.  Even  it'  liici  HUrplue  in  uo  iiioa>  thau  eiioiigU  to 
buv  elfitlicp.,  tlie  lalKnirers  wbo  iimUe  tliy  clullies  tuv  a  noii- 
HgricultnrAl  ]>opiilnti<m,  enabled  to  exist  by  food  wHich  he 
IiriHliict-a.  Kvery  ugrieiiltui-al  family,  tlieretbie,  vliii'li  pro- 
duces it*i  o^vn  iiw;o(>t!arit'-i4,  iwld*  to  Uic  net  jiriKlui'u  ol'iigri* 
eulluru;  aud  so  does  every  pereou  born  on  the  land,  who  by 
employing  hiiiieulf  on  it,  mlde  luoru  to  its  grtwia  prmlnoe 
than  the  mere  tt)ud  wliich  he  euts.  It  is  qucstiuuablc 
whether,  even  iu  the  most  subdivided  districts  of  Europe 
wliich  aru  cnltivuted  by  tlie  i>n»]tni'lors,  iJic  niultiplication 
of  haud:j  on  the  soil  has  approaelied,  or  teuds  to  approach, 
within  Kgn^ut  dtHtanc(!()f  thift  limit.  In  Franee,  though  the 
sub-division  is  confessedly  too  great,  thci-e  is  pro*»f  positive 
that  it  is  far  from  having  rfacliwl  the  point  at  which  it 
would  begin  to  diminish  the  power  of  snpjiortiug  a  iion- 
agrieultuml  population.  Tliis  ii>  deiuonstratud  by  tlic  great 
increase  of  the  towns;  which  have  of  late  increased  iu  a 
much  greater  rutio  than  tlie  po]>ulation  generally,*  showing 
(nnloBS  the  condition  of  the  touni  labourers  is  bocomiug 
rapidly  deteriorated,  which  tlierc  is  no  reason  to  believe) 
tliat  even  by  tiie  unfair  and  iriapplicabhi^tcst  of  proportions, 
the  productiveness  of  agriculture  must  l>e  on  the  increase. 
Tliis,  loo,  foniMirrently  witli  tlie  amplest  evidence  tliat  in 
the  more  improved  districts  of  Kranct.',  and  in  some  wliicli, 
nntil  lately,  were  among  tho  unimproved,  there  is  ft  con- 
siderably. inereiiKod  consumption  of  conntr)*  produce  by  the 
country  population  itself. 

Impressed  with  the  conviction  that,  of  all  faults  which 
can  bec<mimitled  l»y  n  sinentifie  writer  on  political  and  social 
subjects,  exaggeration,  and  assertions  lieyond  the  evi<lonee, 
most  require  to  be  guarded  agninsf,  T  linuted  myself  in  the 
early  uditioUH  of  this  work  to  the  foregoing  vory  mi>der«le 

•  Oorinjr  il»  InbrnJ  between  (he  wnmiii  of  IWl  ami  tlmt  oT  IM8.  the  tn- 
crcAM  ot'  Oif  pii|rul«linii  of  l'«ri«  iilunr,  cswMp'I  (lio  nppTCjiiilr  JDcnsai'  of  all 
^urct*-  trhH^  amrly  «ll  the  otlter  Ur^o  Umw,  liVvtriM*  4iaw  nu  invreaww 
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RtHlunieiits.  I  little  titicw  how  much  Birnngor  my  hui)^iago 
might  have  been  witiiout  e.tri'OiUug  the  tnitli,  and  how 
munb  the  notiiul  piujjcrt's*  of  Frcuoh  ayricnltiire  Biirpnescd 
anytliiiig  which  I  had  at  thiit  time  Hufiiciciit  grounds  to  ■£- 
finft.  The  invcptifiatlons  of  that  cuiiiiont  authority  on  Hgri- 
cuUural  blatititirH.  M.  lyoure  de  Lavurgiu',  undertaken  by 
desire  of  the  Academy  of  Jlorn!  and  Politicftl  Sciences  of 
the  Institute  of  Fniiice,  liiivc  led  to  tlie  <-oncluj*ion  that  einco 
the  Kevolutioii  of  ITSd,  the  total  proihiee  of  Kreneli  agricul- 
ture has  doublwl  ;  jtrotits  and  wages  hH\-ing  both  increased 
in  about  the  same,  and  rent  in  a  etill  greater  ratio.  M.  du 
Lavcrgnc,  whose  im]mrtiality  ia  one  of  ins  gieategt  merits, 
is,  moreover,  so  far  iu  this  instance  from  the  suspicion  of 
Imving  a  ease  to  make  out,  that  he  is  labouiing  to  show,  not 
liow  much  Freitch  agriculture  has  accomplished,  but  how 
much  Btill  remains  for  it  to  do.  "We  have  required"  (he 
says)  "no  Ie*s  than  seventy  yeai-s  to  bring  into  cuhivation 
two  million  hctrtares"  (tive  million  English  acres)  "of  waste 
land,  to  suppress  half  onr  falloxcs,  double  our  agriCTilttiral 
products,  increase  our  popidatJnn  by  30  per  cent,,  our  wages 
Ity  100  per  cent.,  our  rent  by  150  per  cent.  At  this  rale 
we  shall  rei|uii"e  tliree  quarters  of  a  century  more  to  arrive 
at  the  point  which  England  has  already  attained."* 

After  this  evidence,  we  have  sui-ely  now  lieard  (he  last 
of  the  incompatibility  of  litiiall  properties  and  smalt  tarniH 
with  agricultural  improvement.  The  only  question  which 
roniains  o]>eu  is  one  of  degree  ;  rlie  comparative  rapidUy/  of 
ngricultiu'at  improvement  under  the  two  systeius  ;  and  it  is 
the  general  opinion  of  those  wlio  are  equally  well  acquaint- 
ed with  both,  that  improvement  is  greatest  imder  a  due 
admixture  between  them. 

Iii  the  present  chapter,  we  do  not  enter  on  the  question 
between  great  and  small  cnltii-ation  in  any  other  respect 


*  EfttHomi*  ftuntt  dr  la  F^anee  tUpHia  1789.  Pur  II.  L^ooc  ilo  LaTLnyne, 
Mmtbte  de  l'ltt»titvl  «c  de  U  Hodili  CeatnU«  d'Agriculture  de  Kraoce.  Z***  iii. 
p.  60. 
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than  as  a  questioD  of  prodnction,  and  of  the  efficiency  of 
labour.  We  shall  return  to  it  hereafter  as  affecting  the 
distribution  of  the  produce,  and  tlie  physical  and  social  well- 
being  of  the  cultivators  themselves ;  in  which  aspects  it  de- 
serves, and  requires,  a  still  more  particular  examination. 


CnArTER  s. 

OF  THE  LAW  OF  TUE  INCREASE  OJ*  LABOL'R. 

§  1.  Wk  have  now  siiccesaivfly  conskirrcd  cauli  of  the 
Its  or  roiiditiuiig  of  prtKliictioti,  and  ol'  Uio  ineaiis  hy 
which  tlie  efficacy  of  tliese  various  agents  iit  promoted.  Jii  or- 
der to  come  to  an  end  of  the  quefttions  wliich  relate  exclusive- 
ly to  produi'tioM,  one  more,  of  |»riumry  importance,  remains. 

Production  is  not  a  fixed,  but  an  increasing  tiling. 
T^Hien  not  kept  back  hv  had  institutions,  or  a  low  state  of 
tlie  arts  of  life,  the  produce  of  indnstn'  has  iiunally  teiidtHl 
to  increase;  stimulated  not  only  by  the  desire  of  tlie  {iru- 
diieers  to  augment  their  means  of  consumption,  hnt  by  the 
increasing  number  of  the  cousuinci-s.  Nothing  in  jKililical 
wonoray  can  be  of  more  in»iHirtaTice  tlian  to  aj*cerlain  tiic 
law  of  tliis  increase  of  production ;  the  conditions  to  which 
it  is  subject ;  whollier  it  !ias  practically  any  limits,  and  what 
theac  AW.  Tlicre  ia  aliso  no  hubjei't  in  political  wotmmy 
which  is  popularly  less  understood,  or  on  which  the  eiTors 
committed  are  of  a  character  to  jiroduce,  and  do  pixidiieu, 
greater  mischief. 

We  have  seen  that  the  essential  refjuisitea  of  production 
nre  three — laliour.  capital,  and  natural  agents;  the  term 
'cnpilal  including  all  external  and  phyfiirnl  reipiii*itefl  M'htch 
arc:  products  of  latwur,  the  term  natural  ttgenls  all  tbnsi! 
which  are  not.  But  among  natnml  agents  we  need  not  take 
into  account  thoKC  whicli,  exiftiug  in  unlimited  quantity, 
hewing  iiu;ai>abte  of  appropriation,  and  never  altering  in 
their  qualities,  ai-e  always  feady  to  lend  an  equal  degrtw  of 
aasiritance  to  protluctiou.  whatever  may  be  \ls  cW-ttViV",  «&is«^ 
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ftiid  tilt'  li<;ht  oftlio  sun.  Bi*iii|:  now  about  to  poneidcr  tbe 
i)iipediincnt8  to  piodurtioii,  not  the  fncUities  for  iU  vc  iiksI 
:i<iv*'rt  to  no  other  nattiral  agents  than  thutMi  which  are 
liable  to  be  deficient,  eitlicr  in  quantity  or  in  [irodtiotive 
jKmcr.  Tlicp^  nniy  be  all  re|ires4^nled  by  the  term  lai^d. 
Laud,  iji  the  narrowest  ac-cept«tion,  as  the  eourcc  of  ajp-ic.nl- 
tnral  produce,  is  the  chicl'of  them;  and  if  we  extend  tbe 
term  to  mines  and  fisheries — to  wliat  is  fotiiul  in  tlie  earth 
itself",  or  iu  the  waters  which  partly  cover  it.  as  well  as  to 
what  is  grown  or  fed  on  its  surface,  it  embraces  evej-ything 
with  wJiich  we  need  at  present  eonoorn  ourselves. 

We  may  say,  then,  without  a  greater  Btreteh  of  language 
tlian  under  the  necessary  explanations  is-  ])ermis.''ib1i-,  that 
--the  reqnisities  of  prodnrtinn  are  Labour,  Capital,  and  Liiod. 
llie  inereaH?  of  production,  therefore,  dependi^  <iu  tlie  prop- 
erties of  these  elements.  It  is  a  result  of  the  iuereaso 
eitlicr  of  the  elements  theuiselves,  or  of  their  protlnetivcness.  ^ 
The  law  of  the  inerciiw  of  production  must  bo  a  ifonsi-quenec 
of  the  laws  of  these  elt-mentfl ;  the  limits  to  tbe  increase  of. 
production  must  be  the  limits,  whatever  they  are,  seiby. 
those  lawH.  We  proceed  to  cnnsitler  tlio  three  elemeutft 
succesj^ively,  with  ivfeivnee  t^t  this  eflr<!t ;  or  in  other  words, 
the  low  of  the  increase  of  production,  viewed  In  reHpoct  of 
its  de])endeuee,  tir&t  on  Labour,  secondly  on  Capital,  and 
lastly  on  Laud. 

§  3.  Tlie  increase  of  labour  is  the  increase  of  niHnkind  ; 
of  {K)]mlation.  On  this  subject  the  discussions  excited  by 
the  Eissay  of  ]^Ir.  l^Ialtbus,  have  made  tbe  tnitb,  thou^  by 
no  n)e:iu8  universally  admitted,  yet  so  fully  known,  that  ft 
briefer  e.xaininntion  of  the  qntstion  tliiin  would  otherwise 
Uave  been  neeesf>Rry  will  probably  on  the  present  occasion 
suftice. 

Tlie  power  of  raulliplication  inherent  in  all  organic  life 
may  be  rej^anled  na  inlinite.  Tliere  Is  no  one  i*peciea  of 
vegolaMd  or  auinia),  which,  if  the  earth  were  entirely  abun- 
liom^l  to  it.  and  to  the  thinjw  on  whldi  it  feetis,  would  not 
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it^^sriHilI  nuinhor  oC  ycfir«  ovL'i'rprt'iKl  cvLTV  rejjiun  of  tlia 
gloliOf  ut'  wtiicli  the  cliiuutv  wiis<;oiiiijatibIc'  wit))  itti  i.'xisteiiue. 
TIhj  dcjrrBo  «("  pui^iitible  rnpidily  is  ditVert'iit  m  diHVrent  onlera. 
of  beings  ;  but  in  all  it  U  siithL-iout,  for  the  earth  to  be  very 
upetHlily  HIUmI  up,  Tht'ic  are  lUitny  gpw^ies  of  vegctabU*  of  • 
which  a  einglo  piaiit  will  produce  in  one  year  the  germs  of- 
a  thoiisntu) ;  if  only  two  come  to  mnturity,  in  fonrteen  years. 
Ur"  two  will  h:ivi;  multiplied  to  sixteen  tlioii^nnd  And  more, 
It  Is  but  a  modt-ratc  catse  of  fecundity  in  aidnmU  to  be  cuptb- 
hie  of  ipiadriipting  tlieir  numbers  in  a  single  ytfar;  if  tJiey 
only  do  :i-*  nuich  in  Irnlf  a  century,  (en  thomunid  will  hnvc 
ewclled  within  two  centuries  to  iii)wards  to  two  milliorifi  and 
a  half.  Thf  ra[in(-ity  of  increase  u  necessarily  in  a  geonie- 
triwd  pTOifressiun :  the  numerical  ratio  ulone  is  difli-rent,' 

To  thirt  pri>perty  of  orgiinized  beiug&,  the  hiitn:ui  apuciea 
Ibrms  no  exception.  Its  power  of  increase  is  iudetiuite,  niul 
the  af'tual  multiplication  would  be  extraordinarily  rapid,  if 
llie  power  were  exercised  to  tlie  utmost.  It  never  is  c\er- 
ciMi*\  to  the  utmotit,  and  yet,  in  the  most  favourable  circuni- 
titanree  Icnown  to  exist,  winch  arc  those  of  a  fertile  repnn 
culoni/.cd  from  an  indiistri'Hm  uud  eivilij£<^;d  community,. 
po))nlution  hti«  eontintiL-d,  tiir  several  generations,  indepcn- 
ih'ntly  of  fresh  innnigratiMn^  to  dunble  itself  in  not  much 
more  tliun  twenty  years.  Tliat  the  capacity  of  niulriplica- 
tion  ill  the  human  gjieciea  exceeds  even  this,  h  evident  if  we 
cou^ider  how  great  is  the  ordinary  nund)or  of  children  to  a 
family,  where  the  clinmt»  is  gnoil  an<l  early  marriages 
uKuul ;  and  how  small  a  pi-op(irlion  of  them  die  Ijcfori!  tlto 
age  of  nmtni'itj,  in  the  pi-06cnt  state  of  hygieuie  knowledge 
whoi-e  the  locality  is  healtny,  and  the  family  aihfpiately 
provided  with  the  means  of  living.  It  is  u  very  h'W  et-ii- 
mato  of  the  capacity  of  increase,  if  we  only  aitsimu^,  that  tn 
a  giHwl  ^unitary  comliti^m  of  the  [u^uphf,  each  geiicrution  nnty 
Iw  duuble  the  number  of  tJio  generation  which  preei'dtid  it. 

Twenty  or  thirty  ycara  ago,  tbeue  pro[K>8itio!m   nnght 
titill  have  required  considerable  enfnrecmcut  and  illimtra- 
tton  >  but  tht»  eviilence  of  thcui  i^  i^>  ^rnvtW  iv\\t\  \\\t^^iv\*t*Vwk- 
4'    f9  »    -^ 
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ble,  tiiat  tliuj  have  made  Hivir  way  against  all  hinds  of 
oppoBitiun.  iiml  iimy  now  be  rcgnnled  as  aJtiunialic :  thotigli 
tlie  extreme  reliu'Iiimre  felt  ti>  ailniitting  thi'iii,  every  now 
nud  then  gives  birth  to  some  cpbemcml  theory,  si:K!edily 
forgotten,  of  n.  (litlercnt  law  of  increafic  in  diJU'ienl  eirciim- 
stauccs,  tliroiigh  u  pruvidentlat  adaptation  of  the  Icetuidity 
of  the  human  «iH!tai«  to  the  esijjrncies  of  society.*  The 
obstacle  to  a  just  nndcretanding  of  tlic  subject  does  nut  arise 
from  tltese  theories,  but  (rvin  tijo  contused  a  notion  of  tbo 
(mtiAee  wliich,  at  uiotit  timete,  and  pIiieeK,  keep  the  actual 
iucrcoBe  of  mankind  ^o  far  bebind  the  capacity. 


§  8.  Those  causes,  nevertheless,  are  in  no  way  mys- 
terious. AVhat  prevents  the  popnlatiou  of  bares  and  rabbits 
fi-om  overs-tockini;  the  earlli  i  Nut  want  of  fwundily,  but 
eaubes  very  ditfereut :  many  enemicti,  uml  insuHicicnt  sub- 
sistcncti ;  not  cnongb  to  ea^  and  liability  to  beiner  eaten. 
In  the  huinan  race,  which  is  not  generally  subject  to  the 
latter  iiiconvenieitco,  the  equivalents  for  it  iu*e  war  and 
disease.  If  the  multiplication  of  mankind  proceeded  only, 
like  that  of  the  other  animals,  from  a  blind  instinct,  it  would 


*  One  oT  Ihcw  ihivrEei,  U»l  of  5lr.  DoublcJay,  tniy  be  tbought  to  rvqidre 
■  prtMiBg  DOticv,  because  )l  Ims  ol'  Imc  <;l)biii)etl  Boma  roHowcro,  tuiil  Iwcvivc  il 
derives  m  Hcmbtiinre  oT  uupport  from  tbv  gctiLTnl  vnuluffivx  of  urf^Boii'  lil'p.  thi* 
timiry  nmiitUini*  Uuit  iho  r<TUii<l!tr  iif  llir  liumiiii  otiiiiuU,  luul  of  nil  ntlitr  living 
beiDgH,  in  in  iiivprsi^  |in>itrirtU>i>  In  lli*^  <|uaulil_v  of  milrimi>ni :  that  uu  uiii]t.-rfnl 
popukticHi  mtiltiplit^a  rti|ii(il>',  l»il  Umi  all  cIaiwm  in  ciMiitVirlftliW  e[ri.-uiiistafiCM 
are,  hy  a  pbrriologicol  Iaw,  ao  iitipiolifK:,  u  et^ldoin  id  keep  u[)  ibcir  nanilien 
wiitwnt  Whip  rtcx\t\i<^]  Ti-om  &  [KKirtr  rla>«  There  la  no  dmitit  thnt  a  fxictlilvc 
excciu  of  nutrimiTit,  in  aniitt^B  u  well  km  in  fruit  trees,  is  uafaroimblc  to  reprfl' 
(ItR'tioD ;  and  it  u  quite  pomibie,  Ihoujili  b^  no  roeaas  pmvnl,  that  tfac  phjwa 
lojiical  coiulitioti!^  of  fctuwJity  in«T  tjbl  in  the  prraiort  tlcprec  wlim  the  eupplj^ 
of  tiMxl  if  !H>uirwliDl  titiiiliir.  But  nni'  ^»^r  wtirt  iiii)tllt  Ix'  inolinei)  tn  ciruw  trom 
tills  even  iraJmiUfd,  ciicUisian?  at  vnriuin'o  willi  the  priiH'l|)Iu  of  Mr.  Jriallbua, 
itc«<l9  only  l»e  inviiMl  ut  look  UirnuKh  a  viilume  nf  the  I'vcragp,  aod  nliscrvc  tin* 
enormous  fiUiitlk-A,  nlinuxl  uiiivrrHal  iu  tliat  v\m»a^ ;  ur  rail  to  riiiinl  llir  laigv  faiii> 
ItiM  uf  Uie  F.iii:li»li  vli^riry,  uikI  ^nm-nilly  of  Uic  miiitlle  cIimm-a  of  England. 
Wtialover  iW  limit  to  tliu  iuntwp  of  [iniiuliiiion  nmcmt;  thv  ri<.-hcr  rla««ai  III 
'•r\«l  BritMla  loay  be,  It  (Mrtoinly  a  out  Uie  tsuutli  uuuiber  of  biittn  to  «  mar- 
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lie  litiiitoil  in  the  saine  inaiincr  with  thcirKj  tho  births  would 
bt'  ns  nutnurL'US  sb  tliu  physical  coii&titutiou  of  tlio  Bpccivs 
aduiittctl  of,  iiud  i\w  ]Ki]»ii);iti()Ti  Udiihl  be  kept  down  by 
tluatbs.  Uul  the  conduct  of  human  creatures  Is  more  or  less 
influt'nc«(]  by  inre!<iiL;;lit  of  coiiwqueneos.  and  by  Bouie  itn- 
pulties  superior  to  mere  ajiiiiml  iiiBtiiicLs :  and  thny  do  nut, 
llieK'fore,  propagate  like  ewinc^  but  are  capable^  thoiijrh  in 
vtTV  unnpiiil  cU'<^w«,  itf  beiiii;  withln-hl  by  jinideni't',  or  by 
the  Bucial  atl'eetions,  troiii  giving  existence  to  bein^  born 
only  to  misery  and  premature  death.  In  proportion  a« 
miUilciiid  rise  abuve  the  <runditiun  of  the  be:i»t,  fiopiilalloii  is 
rt'.striiined  by  ilie  fear  of  want,  rather  tliau  by  want  itsulf. 
£veu  where  there  is  no  question  of  starvation,  niiiny  are 
similarly  acted  upon  by  the  apprehension  of  losing  what 
have  eunie  to  Ix;  regarded  as  the  doconeii«  of  their  tiituation 
in  life.  Hitherto  no  otiicr  motives  tlian  these  two  liavc 
been  fonud  strong  enough,  in  the  generality  of  inaiikin<),  to 
oonntei-act  tlie  tendency  to  int-rease.  It  has  been  tlie  prac- 
tice of  a  gn-at  majority  of  the  nii<lflle  and  lhciK>orere]asf>cfi, 
whenever  fVce  from  external  control,  to  many  as  early,  and 
in  mogt  conntrii's  to  have  a^  many  children,  as  was  consist- 
ent with  uiaintaiuing  theuiselves  in  the  condition  of  life 
whicli  they  were  born  to,  or  were  accustomed  to  consider 
tlieii-s.  Among  the  iiuddle  classes,  in  niHUy  individnal 
ifilances,  there  i*,  an  additional  restraint  exeix-ised  from 
tlie  4le&ire  of  doing  more  than  maintaining  tlieir  circum- 
!ilaiic(!s— of  improving  iheni ;  but  sueh  a  desire  is  rarely 
found,  or  rarely  has  tJiat  effect,  in  the  labouring  classes. 
If  they  Clin  bring  up  a  family  a^  tb«y  were  tliemselves 
bmnght  up.  even  the  prudent  among  them  are  uAuntlv 
HatistiM].  Too  ot^en  they  do  not  think  even  of  that,  but 
rely  on  fortiute,  or  on  the  resources  to  be  found  in  legal  or 
Voluntary  charity. 

In  a  very  hackwaixi  state  of  society,  like  that  of  Europe 
in  tlio  middle  agei^,  and  nniny  parts  of  Ai^la  at  present, 
population  is  kept  down  by  m^tnnl  Btarvation.  Tho  staiTa- 
fciim  does  not  take  jdace  in  ordinary  ycaTa,'Vivi.\.  to.  «i\sa«iv&  ^sS. 
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scarcity,  wliicli  in  those  fttatta  uf  bociety  aro  muck  more 
frequent  iind  more  extreme  thou  KuTOjte  is  now  accustoiried 
to.  In  tliesc  8faiion»  arlual  want,  ur  the  niuliiUit>i>  cuubu- 
qiiciit  on  it,  carty  oft"  numbers  of  the  |H>i»uiation,  which  in  u 
6ucc<*.»»ioiL  of  t'a^ ourable  years  a^ain  ex|mnJ!i,  to  Ih:  uguiii 
cruoHy  liccimated.  In  a  0101*0  improved  state,  few,  even 
among  the  poorest  of  the  people,  are  limited  to  actual  necea- 
saiicfi,  and  to  a  bare  suificicncT  of  those  :  and  tlic  increase 
16  kept  within  bonnHs,  not  by  cTtecsa  of  dtyillts,  bnt  by  lim- 
itation of  birtlit^,  Tlio  limitation  is  brought  about  in  rarioue 
ways.  In  some  conntries,  it  i6  the  rcftult  of  prudent  or  con- 
»*ientiou»  ii*flf-rt*traint.  Tiicre  is  a  condition  to  whit-Ii  the 
labouring  people  are  habiTuated ;  they  perceive  that  by 
havinj;  too  nnmeroue  families,  they  niusL  eink  below  that 
eoudltiou.  or  fail  to  tran?.mit  it  to  their  diildren  ;  and  this 
they  do  not  clioose  to  submit  to.  The  eonntrica  in  which, 
ao  far  as  is  known,  a  p^at  dc^i^ee  of  roluntary  prudenoe 
has  been  longest  practised  on  this  subject,  ai'c  Js'orway  and 
parts  of  SwitJicrland.  Concerning  both,  there  happens  to 
bo  unufiually  authentic  information  ;  many  i'avU  were  earo* 
fully  brought  togeOier  by  Mr.  Kidthus,  and  much  addi- 
tional evidence  hat§  l)een  obtained  i^iiieo  his  time.  In  both 
these  countries  the  increase  of  population  Ib  very  slow  ;  and 
what  eheelis  it,  is  not  multitude  of  deaths,  but  fewness  of 
births.  Both  the  birtha  and  the  deaths  are  remarkably  few 
in  proportion  to  the  population ;  the  average  duration 
of  life  16  the  longest  in  Europe;  the  population  contains 
fewer  children,  and  a  greater  proportional  number  of  per- 
sons in  the  vigour  of  life,  than  is  known  to  be  the  case  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world.  The  paucity  of  births  temJs 
dire<rtly  to  prolong  life,  l>y  keeping  the  people  in  comforta- 
ble circumstani'cs ;  and  the  same  prudence  is  doubtless 
exercised  in  avoiding  causes  of  di^ciuie,  as  in  keeping  clear 
of  (he  principal  (rauses  of  poverty.  It  is  worthy  of  remark 
that  the  two  countries  Uiua  honourably  dititinguished,  ai"© 
countries  of  small  landed  proprietors. 

There  are  other  eases  in  wliidi  tUe  ^rudonoo  and  fore- 
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lliou^lit,  W'lni:h  perlmpfl  might  not  be  Gxert-ised  by  tho 
peuplo  themselves,  are  exeifi&wJ  liy  tho  state  for  their 
bunc'fit ;  nmn-ia^*  not  bi'iiii;  jHTinillwl  nnti!  tlit*  cuTilracting 
pnrtiea  fan  show  tlmt  tliey  have  the  prDnpettt  of  a  coinfVirta- 
Me  tiuj>jiort.  I'ridtT  tlit-iu;  hiH  s,  uf  wliifh  I  thiiU  eptraJc  mure 
fully  hereafter,  the  ecndition  of  the  peoj)le  is  reportLtl  to  he 
goml.  and  tlio  illeptiinatc  birtha  nut  ao  nunicruns  as  might 
be  exjtocted.  There  arejilaece.  a^'aiu,  in  which  the  restrain- 
ing eause  tjceum  tu  \>c  not  su  much  iudlviduul  |irudeneet  n& 
«»nie  general  and  perhajK  evun  atx-idental  habit  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  rural  disfriets  of  England,  duriug  the  last  ceu- 
tiiry»  (he  growth  of  pupulatinn  wad  very  eiret'tuully  re- 
proBded  by  the  diiScuUy  of  obtaining  a  cottage  to  live  in. 
It  was  the  enstoni  tor  nnionrried  labourers  to  lodge  and 
board  with  their  employers ;  it  was  the  cuiitoin  tor  marriwl 
labtjurcrfi  to  have  a  cottage:  and  the  rule  of  the  Englis^h 
I»oor  laws  by  which  a  parish  was  cliarged  with  the  8upi>ort 
of  its  nneiii|iloyed  po<ir,  rendered  iHTidowners  averse  to 
j>i-niiiotu  nnu'i  iii^'C.  About  tho  end  of  the  eentiiry,  llie  great 
demand  for  men  in  war  and  manufiietnroft,  niado  it  bo 
thought  a  patrioti(^  thing  to  eueourairo  population  :  and 
about  the  same  time  the  growing  inclination  of  fanners  to 
live  like  rich  people,  favoured  as  it  was  by  a  long  period  of 
hi-;;!!  prices,  made  them  desirous  of  keeping  inferiors  at  a 
greater  distance,  and,  pecuniary  motives  arising  from  abu&ee 
of  the  po(yr  laws  being  superadded,  they  gnidually  drovu 
their  labourers  into  cottagt^s.  which  the  landowners  now  no 
longer  refu-ie<l  pennission  to  build.  In  wime  enuntries  an 
old  Btaniling  cnstom  that  a  girl  should  not  marry  until  she 
had  spun  and  woven  tor  herself  an  ample  troussivtu,  is  said 
To  have  aetorl  as  a  substantial  ebeek  to  p>pidation.  In  Eng- 
land, at  present,  the  intliien<-e  of  prudence  in  keeping  down 
multiplication  is  soon  by  tho  diminished  number  of  ninr- 
riiigOB  iu  the  niannfaeturing  districts  in  years  wlien  trade 
ill  bad. 

Ibit  whatever  be  tbu  causes  by  which  population  is  any- 
where limited  to  a  ooriiparativeiy  &\ovi  tbXjc  o^  vix«c%sft., w-^- 


3 


212 


POOK  I.     CUilTEB  X.     58. 


a(!<!clt>rution  of  the  rate  very  speedily  follows  any  diminution 
of  tlie  motives  tu  restraint.  It  in  but  nirely  that  imnrovo- 
incntti  in  tliu  condition  of  the  Iiiboiirinj;  elusseij  do  lOiytUing 
more  tbuu  give  a  temporary  margin,  speedily  iiUt*fl  up  by 
an  increase  of  their  numbers.  The  use  they  commonly 
choose  to  make  of  any  advantageous  change  in  their  eir- 
cumgtanccSf  is  to  take  it  out  in  the  form  which,  by  augment- 
ing tlie  population,  dejmveg  the  succeeding  generation  of 
the  beneiit.  l'nle»s,  either  by  tlieir  general  improvement 
in  intellectual  and  moral  culture,  or  at  Icaiit  by  rai>>ing  their 
habitual  standard  of  comfortable  living,  they  can  be  taught 
to  make  a  better  use  of  favourable  circumatauees,  nothing 
pciinancnt  can  be  done  for  them ;  the  most  promising 
Behenies  end  only  in  having  a  more  numei'out^  bnt  not  a 
liappier  people,  liy  tlieir  habitual  etambird,  I  mean  that 
(when  any  gucli  tliere  is)  down  to  which  they  will  multiply, 
but  not  lower.  Every  advance  they  make  in  ediu:ation, 
eivilizalio^,  and  social  improvement,  tends  to  raise  lliib 
Btandai-d;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  gradually,  tbongh 
slowly,  rising  in  the  more  advanced  conntriea  of  "Western 
Euroi>e.  Sul)siatence  and  employment  in  England  hnro 
never  increased  more  rapidly  than  in  the  la*t  forty  years, 
but  every  census  aiuce  1821  showed  a  smaller  pi-oportional 
inerease  of  population  than  that  of  the  period  preceding; 
and  the  produce  of  French  agriculture  and  liiduetrj*  in 
increasing  in  a  progreKwivo  ratio,  while  the  population 
exhibit!^,  in  every  quinquennial  census,  a  smaller  propor- 
tion of  birtlift  to  the  population. 

ITic  subject,  however,  of  population,  in  ite  eonnoxtnn 
with  the  condition  of  the  labouring  claspea,  will  becoueid- 
ered  in  anotlier  place :  in  the  present,  we  have  lo  flo  witli  it 
eolely  aa  one  of  the  elements  of  Production  :  and  tu  that 
character  we  conld  not  dispenae  with  pointing  out  tlie  nn- 
timited  extent  of  its  natural  powers  of  inercaj^e.  and  the 
caufic.ij  owing  to  which  so  ^mall  a  portion  of  that  unlimited 
power  is  for  the  moKt  pari  actually  exercised.  Atter  thia 
brief  ittdicatha,  we  shall  proceed  to  tha  other  clementa. 


CHAPTER  XI, 


OP  THB  LAW  OP  THE  INCREASE  OF  CAPITAL. 


§  1.  The  ru<iin»itt;8  of  production  being  labpiir,  capitRl, 
and  land,  it  Ims  been  Bcen  from  the  prccedin<^  clmptor  tbat 
the  iinpodimcnts  to  tiic  increase  of  profluetion  do  not  arise 
from  the  tii*st  of  these  clcmeuts.  On  the  bide  of  labour 
there  h  no  obstacle  to  an  inci-easc  of  ))ro<)nction,  indefinite 
in  cjrtont  an<l  of  uiislofkuning  rapidity.  Population  has  the 
p(Twer  of  tntu'uuoing  in  an  uniform  and  rapid  geoweli'ieaJ 
ratio.  If  tlie  only  essential  condition  of  production  were 
labonr,  the  yiroduce  mi^lit,  and  naturally  would,  inercaM;  In 
the  same  ratio ;  and  there  would  bu  no  limit,  until  the  niiin- 
hers  of  mankind  wvre  brongbt  to  a  etand  from  actual  want 
of  Bpac  e. 

Bat  production  has  other  requisites,  and  of  these,  the 
one  which  we  »hall  next  consider  is  Caj>ital.  There  cannot 
he  more  people  in  any  country,  or  in  the  world,  tbao  can 
be  eupporte<l  from  the  [tpudnee  of  paat  lalHtur  until  that  of 
preiMut  labour  comes  in.  Tlicrc  will  be  no  |;roater  uimtber 
of  productive  labourers  in  any  country,-  or  in  the  world, 
than  can  behupporlwl  from  thai  portion  of  the  protluce  of 
past  labour,  wliifh  is  eytared  from  the  enjoyments  of  it*  poa- 
Bcssor  for  purposes  of  reproiluction,  and  is  termed  Capitol. 
W(!  have  next,  tlicrcfore,  to  inquire  into  the  conditions  of 
the  increase  of  capital :  the  caiispa  hy  which  llie  rapidity  <if 
its  increase  ts  dctenuiucd,  and  the  ncccsgnry  limitations  of 
til  at  increase. 
.Since  all  capital  is  the  product  of  saving^tbftt  i&^Q<  «)»Nv 
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nra'ro  fnmi  preitent  con^iiinption  for  t\ui  sake  of  »  futnrc 
good,  tlio  iiicrt.'tiHf  nf  cjijiitnl  TiiiiBi  (lepunil  ujjon  two  tbttigs 
— Uii'  Hinniiitt  iif  tlio  fund  fruin  wliich  Kuviiig  i;au  liu  mudo, 
and  tlic  fitrcnjLCtli  of  tiiu  dispoHitioas  winch  prompt  to  it. 

TIi(»  fund  I'runi  wLicb  naviiit;  fan  bt^  made,  is  the  surplus 
uf  tliL>  priKliicii  of  liiboiir,  uIUt  i>i]pplyiiig  tlic  ueectihariuti  of 
life  to  ttU  couc'iTned  in  the  prodiiotiou:  (itK-tiuUiig  those 
cmplnvnl  in  rrplai-iiijf  the  inaliTiuIi-,  uiid  keeping  thf  ilxal 
C'ltpital  in  ri'jiuir.)  Mdiv  ihun  this  surplus  cannot  l>c  baved 
uiidiT  Any  L'iruuinalaneeH.  As  miicii  m  thig,  though  it 
uuvur  iit  liuvi-d,  ulu'avs  iiiiglit  be.  Thlit  ^uiphis  is  the*  fund 
JVorn  wliii'h  the  enjoyincnte,  an  distin^ui^hed  t'roui  the  neccs- 
MU-im  of  the  pnidui't-ns  are  pruvidt'd  ;  it  is  tlie  fund  fi-oni 
whi<  li  nil  arc  Hub^lAt^'d,  who  am  not  tlicnieelvcs  cn^gcd  in 
produrtion  ;  and  from  which  all  additions  arc  Tuiidu  to  ea|>- 
Ittd.  It  in  the  real  ntt  pr^KhK'*?  uf  the  coiinlry.  llii'  plirase, 
nut  prodiD'c,  in  ul^cu  taken  in  a  inoro  limiteil  sonne,  to  de- 
iKite  only  the  proHlEi  of  the  cujiilalist  and  the  rent  of  the  laild- 
lord,  nndrr  the  idea  that  nofhin^r  cnti  be  included  in  the  net 
pnKltii'<^  of  eapifnt,  but  what  ii>  returned  lo  tlie  owniTof  rite 
rapilal  al^er  riphu-iuf;  hJB  ex]>enset:.  But  thii;  it«  too  narrow 
nn  a<'e>'plHtiiiii  of  the  lerni.  The  eaj^ital  of  the  employer 
forms  the  i-cn-une  of  the  labonrvi-ft,  and  if  this  e»reed&  the 
neetvwiiriiw  of  life,  it  pivea  Ihem  a  snrjdns  whirh  they  may 
either  exiK-nd  in  enj<>ynientH  or  save.  For  every  purpose 
for  which  Ibere  can  be  occasion  to  ^{leflk  of  the  net  produce 
(if  indut^lry,  thii^  t«nrplnt«  <int;ht  lo  Ik*  included  in  it.  AV'lien 
this  i;*  includeii.  and  not  otherwiiio.  the  net  prodnee  of  the 
M>untry  i»  the  measure  of  itii  effective  power ;  of  wliat  it  can 
Bpwo  for  any  jiurjK.ifie*  of  (mblic  utility,  or  private  indal- 
mmee ;  the  |H>r1iun  of  it*  pnvluro  of  which  it  can  di»p0ae  at 
pU'UMire;  which  can  Ite  drawti  ujion  to  attain  any  ends,  or 
prutify  flny  wisho*,  cither  of  the  govemnienl  or  of  indiridtH 
hIa  ;  which  it  can  cither  Bpeiid  for  it*  ^iti^^faetiot^  or  mvc  for 
fVitun*  advanta^*. 

Tlic  autouut  of  tlii»  fund,  this  ©et  protlnw,  this  cxtxsa  of 
fiAKiiicrioti  above  the  jpby^ical  iMotssaric^  of  the  pEodocvrSf 
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one  of  tlie  olcmentfi  that  detcnnine  tho  nmonnt  of  suvhtij. 
he  greater  the  proijiu-c  of  labour  alter  eii]H)orting  tlie 
lahntirens  the  more  tlien!  ih  which  t-aii  I>e  Haved.  The  same 
thing  also  ])nit!y  contributes  to  determine  how  imieh  wiU 
he  save<l.  A  part  of  the  motive  to  :^avillg  eonsista  in  the 
prufrpet-t  of  deriving  nn  ineomc  from  earinj^;  in  the  fact 
that  c-npital,  employed  in  pro(htrtion,  if,  enpahlc  of  not  only 
repnxlueiu^  itself  hut  yielding  an  increase.  The  greater 
tlie  profit  iliat  can  be  made  from  cajutal,  the  Btronger  is  the 
tDOtivo  to  ir»  aecumulalion.  That  indewl  which  furmii  tlie 
indncement  to  eavc,  Is  not  the  whole  of  the  fund  wliieh  sup- 
plicft  thu  meanii  of  >>avin<^,  not  tlie  wliolu  net  prodiico  of 
the  huul,  capital,  and  labour  of  the  country,  but  only  a  ]>:irt 
of  it.  the  jiai-t  wliirh  tonus  the  reniunerntion  of  the  eHiiital- 
-ist,  and  ia  uallciJl  protlt  of  6tocy  It  will  however  be  readily 
enough  understood,  even  previously  to  the  explanations 
which  will  he  jjiven  Iiercarter,  that  wiien  the  ^cnernl  pro- 
durttvetiesa  of  labour  and  ui]>iLid  is  greiit,  the  returns  to  tlie 
capitalist  arc  likely  to  he  large,  and  that  some  proportion, 
tiiiitrgh  not  an  uniform  one,  will  commuuly  obtaiu  between 
tho  two. 


§  3.  But  the  diapn^iliiin  to  (invo  does  not  wholly  depend 
on  the  external  indncement  to  it ;  on  the  amount  of  protit  to 
be  made  from  t»aviup*.  Witli  the  wime  pcirnniurv  indueo- 
ment.  the  inclinatiou  is  very  difierent,  iu  different  persons, 
and  in  dllferunt  communitiBS.  The  eUei-tive  dcriire  of  accu- 
mulation is  of  unequal  strength,  not  ouly  according  to  the 
varietiee  of  individual  eharm'ter,  but  to  the  general  Ktate  of 
society  and  eivilizfttion.     Like  all  other  moral  attributes.  It 

flB  one  iu  which  the  human  race  exhibits  great  ditVeix-neufi, 
conformably  to  the  diversity  of  its  circuntbtunced  and  the 
stage  of  its  progress. 

On  topics  which  if  they  were  to  he  fully  inve8tigate<l 
would  exci'cd  the  hounds  tliat  can  be  allotted  to  them  in 

,thiH  treatiw,  it  i^;  sati.-ifact(>ry  to  be  nble  to  refer  to  other 
ii'orkb  ill  which  the  nccca&ary  devclopmeutfi  hav*;  Ue^tv  ;^"Ki- 
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seated  inoi'C  at  length.  On  tlie  suLpject  of  Population  this 
valuable  service  liaa  been  remifi'cd  by  tltc  celebnited  Ks&ay 
of  Mr.  Maltlnis;  and  on  tlio  point  wliicli  now  occti)>ie6  U6  I 
mm  refer  with  equal  contidenec  t<}  unuther,  tbongli  a  Icmh 
known  work,  ''  ^'ew  Pinneiiilen  of  Pulitioal  Euononiy,"  by 
Mr.  line  *  In  no  other  book  knoM'n  to  mo  h  t*o  nineh  liglit 
thrown,  both  fioni  piinciplc  mid  liistory,  on  the  cauiics 
which  dctorniine  the  lu-cuinulation  of  capital. 
-4—  All  accuuudution  involves  the  sacritice  of  a  prcsttnt,  for 
the  eakc  of  a  future  good.  But  the  expediency  of  such  a 
gamticc,  varies  very  niucli  m  difl'erent  (>t:ileri  of  eirciun- 
Eljinees  ;  and  the  willingness  to  make  it,  varlc-s  etill  more. 

In  vveigliiii|i;  the  future  ngaintit  the  preneiit,  the  nneer- 
tainty  of  all  Uiiii;^  future  is  a  leading  element ;  and  tliat 
uncertainty  is  of  very  different  degrees.  '•  All  circumstau- 
ee*,"  therefore,  "  increaiiing  the  ])robabilily  of  the  provision 
we  make  lor  futnrily  heiii«;  enjoyed  by  ourselves  or  olhcrfi, 
tend"  jiistly  and  reas^onnbly  ''to  give  strength  to  the  ef- 
fective desire  of  aecnmulation.  Thua  a  healthy  climate  or 
occupation,  by  iDcrciising  the  probability  of  life,  has  a  tend- 
ency to  add  to  this  desire.  When  engaged  in  safe  occupa- 
tions, and  hving  in  healthy  countries,  men  are  much  moro 


*  TUs  tT«fltise  is  on  cxaioplff,  racfa  u  not  unrrfiiUpntlT  (ircwntR  I(M>ir,  har 
nitH:li  m(>rT>  dcpvnilri  »□  umilrnt,  tlian  on  (ho  •(UAlitU'^  of  i  tmiA,  iu  ileii^nniuint; 
iu  rcoeption.  llaJ  il  Appcare<I  m  d  Huiuble  time,  and  bit'n  ftivourt.-<i  lijr  ('bvuiti- 
sunceti,  H  vroiiltl  have  bad  every  requisite  for  f;rcal  t>ucr«m.  The  auihiH-,  a 
Scntrhiunn  ttctlkd  in  Uu-  I'nittd  Sf^u-;",  unitcc  nuich  knowledge,  ui  Drif;inftl  vtin 
of  tbouglit,  m  cotifil<trniliti<  (urn  fur  ]iliili)-irip|)ic  general!  ti^-s,  and  a  DUlU)<*r  of  vx- 
poaitjon  anil  illu^lndioti  fjilmlaU-il  lo  make  idi-as  Irfl  not  only  for  whiil  tliey  are 
wortlt.  but  for  innrv  ttiaa  t))i.'y  ai-o  hiitiIi,  and  nlik'U  wiiovtimc!),  I  tbiitk,  hiu  ttwt 
effoci  Id  this  writi^rV  own  mind.  Tlii-  itrin(ri[«l  faidt  of  titv  t»o»k  l»  Uic  positiiKi 
of  auto^nism  in  which,  with  t}w.  L-ontmreminl  t<jiirit  opt  to  U*  found  in  tdntir 
■who  bave  uew  (hduglita  on  old  jmlji-tlin,  lie  hajiiilttwd  hium-l.'  toward*  Adara 
SuUh.  I  call  thU  a  fault,  (tlM)u^>b  I  thiuk  many  of  thv  critk-UmB  Ju^t.  and  Mime 
of  Iht'in  lar-^epiiiK.l  Iwi'tiiw- thL're  is  raudi  lew  real  litfTcrvncc  uf  (tpluion  than 
iil%)il  bcfUppnatfd  frnm  Ur.  Itae'x  nnimadrcniionfi;  tuid  ticcmiM^  wltat  he  has 
foBWl  rulnerabk  in  bis  pr«it  i.rfdi-(..-«iir  iM-bU-fiy  the  "htiniaii  (m,  mwr-A'*in 
l)te  premUes;  the  portion  of  ihvm  lluil  \a  over  and  alxivr  what  nas  either  re- 
qalnd  or  is  actually  iiwd  lor  tlw  estaUiducent  of  bis  concluaiouA. 
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apt  to  bo  fnigal.  than  in  unhealthy  f>r  liazardous  occupa- 
tions, and  in  climates  |>erniciou.s  U*  human  \iU\  Sailnrs  and 
Buldiurs  are  prwlii^ft.  In  tlie  West  indiefi,  ^"ew  Orleans, 
the  Knst  Indies,  tlio  expendittiiv  of  the  inhabitants  U  pro- 
fiisi*.  The  itiinie  ])(.t)|>lr,  roming  (<>  n>aide  in  the  hcallliy 
parts  of  Europe,  und  not  getting  into  ihe  vortex  of  extravit- 
pint  fn.-liion,  live  <M'nm>mir»lly.  War  and  jieHtilmiirc  liave 
alwava  wttbtc  and  luxury  among  the  utlier  evils  tlmt  follow 
in  their  train.  For  similar  n'-nj$ont<,  whatever  gives  security 
tf>  the  affairs  of  tlie  coinninnily  iet  favoiirahlu  to  the*  ^trciigtli 
of  this  jjrinuifjle.  In  lhi»  respect  the  gcueral  pruvidencc  wf 
I  law  and  order,  nnd  lliu  prospect  of  tlie  L-ontinnanre  of  puarto 
H  and  tranqiiillily,  have  i-onsiderablc  influence."  *  The  moi-o 
B^  perfect  tlio  sctiniiy,  the  greater  will  be  tlie  effective  strength 
t^  of  the  dtwire  ot'aceiimulation^  Where  property  U  1^*3  safe, 
^^  or  the  vicissitudes  ruinous  to  fortunes  are  more  fre<^uent  arid 

k^^cvcre.  fewer  persons  will  save  at  all,  and  uf  tliose  who  do, 
many  will  require  the  indneejnent  of  a  higher  rate  of  profit 
'y      on  capital,  to  make  tbeni  |>rercr  a  doubirul  future  to  tho 
temptation  of  pref*ent  enjoyment. 

These  arc  couaidcratioiis  which  affect  the  expediency,  hi 
tho  eye  of  reason,  of  consulting  future  interests  at  tlio 
t*\jiense  of  pnt^cut.  I^nt  Ihe  Inclination  to  make  thi^  sacri- 
fice does  not  solely  depend  upon  its  expediency.  The  dispo- 
rition  to  save  is  olten  far  short  of  what  reason  wonid  dictate: 
and  at  other  tinie:^  it>  liable  to  be  in  excesft  of  it. 

Deficient  strength  of  tlie  desire  of  accumulation  may 
ariiie  from  improvidence,  or  from  wajit  of  interest  in  others. 
Improvidence  may  be  connected  with  intellectual  as  well  as 
moral  cauties.  Individuals  und  comnmnititv  of  a  very  low 
state  of  intelligenee  are  always  improvident.  A  certain 
me.'iBure  of  intcllectnal  devehjpnient  seems  necessary  to 
enable  absent  tilings,  and  especially  things  future,  to  act 
with  any  force  on  the  imagination  nnd  will.  Tlie  effect  of 
want  of  interest  in  others  in  diininisliing  ai'cnmnlatiou^  will 
\)e  admitted,  if  we  consider  how  much  saving  at  present 
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talfw  place,  whidi  has  Tor  iU  object  the  interest  of  otbem 
ratlier  ibuu  of  oui-sdvus;  the  education  of  children,  t)uir 
advaiicetiient  in  lile,  the  ftiture  interests  of  other  personal 
conni'xiuii!*,  the  lU^'itv  of  proniuling  by  the  bcHtou-al  of 
money  or  time,  objects  of  jmblic  or  private  iiricfulne»i;.  If 
umnkind  were  generally  in  the  ^Ijite  of  tiiind  to  which  some 
appruacli  was  bCeii  in  the  declininp  i>eri«jd  of  the  Roman 
empire — curing  notliin^  for  their  heirs,  iw  well  iiv  nothing 
tor  frieutia,  the  public,  or  any  object  which  survived  them— 
tliey  would  seldom  deny  tlu-mselvos  any  indulgence  for  the 
hake  of  eaving^  beyond  what  was  necessary  fur  tlieir  own 
future  years ;  which  they  wouhl  place  in  life  annuities,  or  in 
some  other  furni  whicli  would  make  its  existence  aud  their 
lives  tei-miuatu  together. 


g  S.  From  these  various  caut^cs,  intclleetnal  and  moral, 
there  is,  in  different  jwrtioiis  of  the  human  race,  a  greater 
diven^ity  tlian  is  nsually  adverted  to,  in  the  Ktrength  of  the 
uflw.livc  deaire  of  atreumiilation.  A  backward  state  of  gen- 
eral civilization  is  often  more  the  effect  of  deficiency  instills 
"particular  than  in  many  otlieN  wliieh  attract  more  atten* 
tion.  In  the  circumstances,  for  example,  of  a  hunting  tiibc, 
"  man  may  be  said  to  Ihj  necesaarily  improvident,  and  re- 
gardletts  of  futui'ity,  bccaii&e,  in  ttiis  state,  the  tuturc  jirc- 
sents  nothing  which  can  bo  with  certainty  either  foreseen  or 

goverriL'd lieKidee  a  want  of  the  motives  cjtctting 

to  provide  for  the  needs  of  futurity  through  means  of  the 
abilities  of  the  present,  there  is  a  want  of  the  habits  of  per- 
ception and  action,  leading  to  a  constant  connexion  in  the 
mind  of  those  distant  points,  and  of  the  series  of  events  ser%*- 
ing  to  unite  them.  Even,  therefore,  if  motives  he  awakened 
capable  of  prfHlncing  the  exertion  necessary  to  cHet't  this 
connexion,  there  reninins  the  tusk  of  training  the  mind  to 
think  and  act  po  as  to  establish  it." 

For  instance:  **  Upon  the  banks  of  the  St.  La\vrence 
there  arc  several  little  Indian  villages.  They  are  surronnd- 
ed,  in  general,  by  a  good  deal  of  land*  from  which  the  wood 
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seems  to  have  been  lung  extirjiated,  and  huvc,  besides, 
attjiciied  to  (hem,  exten»*ivp  trat-ta  <»f  tbreht.  Tlie  eleareU 
bind  u  t-arely,  I  juay  alnios.t  sav  ncveff  cnltivatoil,  nor  uru 
any  inroads  niiwle  in  the  IbiT'Sit  fur  sm^lj  a  pnrposi).  Tlie  boiI 
ii=i,  nevt'iihck'ss,  I'urtUo,  and  woit;  it  not,  iiiauuru  lies  iu  heaps 
by  their  huiides.  Weru  every  laniily  to  inolo«e  iiftlt'  an  aero 
of  i;r<Miiid,  till  it.  and  plant  it  iu  f>otatouti  and  uiaizc,  it 
woiild  yield  a  aiifficieiicy  to  tjuppoit  tbeiu  one  half  the  ye^r. 
They  siitfer,  too,  every  now  aud  then,  extreme  want,  inso- 
much thiil,  joine*!  to  ocrasional  intemperance,  it  is  rapidly 
ivdaeing  their  iiumberH.  Thiii,  to  us,  so  Btranye  apiitliy 
proceeds  not,  in  any  great  degree,  from  repugnance  to  la- 
bour; on  tlie  contrarv,  they  apply  very  diligently  to  it 
when  }U  reward  is  ininiediate.  Thus,  bci<>idcs  their  peculiar 
occupations  of  iiuntiiifj  and  fishing,  iu  which  they  are  ever 
dy  to  enjp4jf,  they  are  nmcli  entpluved  In  the  navigation 
the  Pt.  T.awrcnt!e,  and  may  ]>e  seon  lahouriuj;  at  the  oar, 
or  Betting  witli  the  jwlo,  in  the  lar^e  boatfi  used  for  the  piir- 
jpe.  »n<\  always  furnish  the  greater  part:  of  the  ailditiunal 
hands  necessary  to  eondnct  raftt:  through  souie  of  the  rapids. 
Nor  is  the  obstacle  aversion  to  acrrienltural  labour.  This  is 
no  doubt  a  prejudice  of  theirs ;  but  mere  prejudices  always 
yield,  princijilcH  of  action  catuiot  be  created.  When  the  re- 
turns ti^m  a^icullural  labour  are  speedy  and  great,  tliey 
are  also  agrleulturi^tji.  Thus,  some  of  the  little  islands  on 
Lake  St.  Francii*,  near  tlie  Indiau  villapj  of  St.  Kcgis,  arc 
'favourable  to  the  growth  of  maiitc,  a  plant  yielding  a  return 
of  a  hundredlbld,  and  Ibrming,  even  when  half  ri[>c,  aplea- 
jut  and  eulfstantial  reitoi^t.  Patches  of  the  best  land  on 
icse  islands  are,  therefore,  every  year  cultivated  by  them 
thid  pur[)Ofie.  An  thetr  bituation  renders  them  inac<-es- 
ible  to  caltle,  nn  fi-nce  is  required  ;  were  this  additional 
LODtlay  neces&ary.  I  surfiiect  they  would  bo  neglecte<l,  like 
tlie  coinmous  adjoining  their  village.  These  had  aj>]iiirent- 
ly,  nt  one  time,  been  nnder  f'ro]>.  Tlie  cattle  of  the  neigh- 
bouring settlers  would  now,  however,  dc>tW>y  any  crop  not 
sfMiarely  fenced,  and  this  additional  nei'c&^iry  outlay  eoiiBC- 
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quently  bar»  tlicir  ciiltnrc.  It  removee  tlieni  to  an  order 
ofinBtruiiieuts  of  slower  return  than  that  wlut-h  oorresfionds 
to  the  strength  of  tlie  elJ'eetive  desire  of  accuniulatiun  in  this 
little  society. 

'*  It  is  here  deserving  of  notice,  that  what  uitttrimionts 
of  this  tind  they  do  form,  Kre  completely  formed.  Tile 
BJiiail  s[iuts  of  corn  tlicy  cultivate  ore  tUoroiiglily  weeded 
and  tioed.  A  little  neglect  in  this  part  would  indeed  reduce 
the  crop  very  much ;  of  this  experience  han  made  them  ]jer- 
fectly  aware,  and  they  act  accoiiiingly.  It  is  evidently  not 
the  necessary  labour  tlmt  ie  the  obstacle  to  more  extended 
culture,  but  the  distant  return  from  that  labour.  I  am 
BBSiired,  indeed,  thut  among  some  of  the  more  remote  tribes, 
the  labour  thus  expended  much  exceeds  that  given  by  tlie 
wlittea.  The  same  portions  of  g-romid  being  croi>j>ed  with- 
out remission,  and  immuTB  not  being  lifted,  they  wonid 
flcarcely  yield  any  nitum,  were  not  tlie  Poil  most  carefully 
broken  and  pulverize*!,  both  with  the  hoc  and  the  hand.  In 
such  a  Hituation  a  white  man  woidd  elnnr  a  fresh  piece  of 
ground.  It  would  ])erhap9  scarce  repay  his  labour  the  firRt 
year,  and  ho  would  have  to  look  for  hi»  reward  in  Rucfced- 
ing  years.  On  the  Indi.in,  succeeding  years  ore  too  distant 
to  make  sufficient  inij>res3ion  ;  though,  to  obtain  what 
labour  may  bring  about  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  ho 
toils  oven  more  assiduously  than  the  wlrite  man."  * 

Thiy  view  of  tliinjra  U  (ronfinned  by  the  experience  of 
the  Jesuits,  in  their  interesting  efforts  to  civilize  the  Lidians 
of  Paraguay,  They  gained  the  confidence  of  these  etivagn 
in  a  most  extmordiuary  degree.  They  acquired  influenoe 
over  them  sufficient  to  make  them  cbaujc^e  tbcir  whole  man- 
ner of  life.  They  obtained  their  absolute  submission  and 
obe<iicnce,  Tlioy  established  peace.  They  taught  them  all 
the  operations  of  Euro^iean  agriculture,  antl  many  of  the 
more  dithcuU  arts.  Tliere  were  everywhere  to  be  seen,  ac- 
cording to  Cliarlevoix,  "  workshojie  of  gilders,  painters, 
sculptors,   goldsmiths,   watclimakers*    carpenters,    joinerSj 
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dyers,"  &o.  These  occupations  wero  not  prat^tij^ed  for  the 
personal  ^iiin  ol"  the  artitii-ers  :  llu;  pro(liii:tr  wus  at  the  uUso- 
lute  dibpo^al  of  tliG  mi^ioiiarie&.  who  ruled  the  people  b^  a 
voliintiiry  dcjipotiJ^in.  The  olwtaclfa  arivitig  from  aviTBton 
to  labour  wtTu  thcrutbro  very  cotnpktfly  ovltcoiiu-.  Tliu 
TQiii  difliculty  waa  the  iniproviilence  of  the  people  ;  their 
inability  to  thiulc  for  tlie  future ;  and  tlic*  nfcessity  ac-cord- 
iugly  of  tlio  most  iinreniilling  and  minute  superintendence 
on  tlie  part  of  their  iuiitruclor!}.  '*  Thus  at  tir^l,  if  thene 
gave  up  to  ihera  the  cure  ol  the  oxen  with  wiiicli  lluiy 
|iloughe<l,  their  indolent  thonghtics^neAs  vonld  probably 
leave  them  at  evening  ittiU  yoked  to  liie  inipluuiunt.  Worse 
than  this,  instances  occurred  where  tliey  cut  them  np  for  sup- 
])er,  tliinking,  wiien  reprfheiidc-d.  that  lliey  sufliiuently  ex- 
cused themselves  by  saying  they  were  hungry.  .  .  .  These 
fathers,  says  L'lloa,  have  to  visit  the  houses,  to  exaniint?  wliat 
h  really  wanted  :  for,  without  this  care,  the  ]n<Ii&ng  would 
never  look  after  anytliiiig.  Tlu^y  inn!.t  l»u  present,  loo, 
when  anitnulH  wore  ()Iaiighterc<l,  not  only  that  the  int>at 
nay  be  equally  divided,  but  that  nothing  may  be  lost." 
**'  But  notM'itlinrandIng  all  this  t'are  and  HUpcrintcndencc,*' 
says  Charlevoix,  "  and  all  the  precautions  wliieh  are  taken 
to  prevent  any  want  of  the  neet'-'sjiriea  of  life,  thi'  niihtiion- 
arie»  are  tonietinit^  mueh  eiabaiTassed.  It  often  happens 
that  tJioy,"  (the  Indians,)  **  do  not  reserve  to  themselves  a 
sufficicney  of  grain,  even  for  f^eed.  Ak  for  their  other  \>T(.t- 
viftione.  were  they  not  well  looked  after,  they  would  mm'M  be 
vithout  wherewithal  to  support  life."  * 

As  an  example  internuKliatc,  in  the  strength  of  the  eliti> 
tivo  de*^ire  of  aec.umulation,  between  the  i^tate  of  things  thud 
dcpiete<l  and  that  of  nuidei-n  EuropOr  the  aisc  of  the  Cliineee 
deserves  attention.  From  various  circnnistnnres  in  their 
personal  habits  and  social  condition,  it  might  1m?  antici- 
jialed  that  ihey  would  ji4ii>i»ei»s  a  degree  of  prudence  and 
self-oontrol  greater  than  otlier  Asiatics,  but  interior  to  roost 
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Eiiropoan  nations ;  and  the  following  evidence  is  addticod 
of  llie  fjic't. 

"  Durubilitj*  is  oiio  of  tlie  cliief  qualiticB,  marking  afai»rh 
degree  of  tlie  effective  desire  of  accuumlatiou.  The  tesd- 
niony  of  travellers  a.«r*rilieri  to  llie  ini<trnnie»ts  formed  by  the 
Cliinese,  a  very  intUriur  durability  to  similar  iustrumcutet 
ooDStriieted  by  Europeane.  The  houses,  we  are  told,  nn- 
less  of  the  bigber  r»nkj»,  are  in  *reneral  of  uubiirnl  briek;*, 
of  clay,  or  of  huixlleB  pla-slcred  witb  eartb ;  tbe  n»ot^,  of 
reeds  fastened  to  latbs.  We  can  ficarrely  conceive  more 
unftubritaulial  or  temporary  fabrics.  Their  partitions  are  of 
paper,  requiring  to  be  renewed  every  year.  A  similar  ob- 
servation may  \>e  made  concerning  their  implements  of  bus- 
bandn.%  and  other  utensils.  They  arc  almost  entirely  of 
wood,  tlie  raetals  eutterinij  but  very  sparingly  into  tlieir  con- 
struction ;  conse<iuently  they  soon  wear  out,  and  require 
frequent  renewals.  A  greater  degree  of  strength  in  the 
effective  desire  of  accnmulution,  would  cause  them  to  bo 
cwnstructed  of  matL'rials  ru<2niring  a  greater  present  expen- 
diture, l)ut  being  far  more  dnrable.  From  the  same  cause, 
ninch  land,  tliat  in  other  countries  would  be  cultivated,  lies 
waste.  All  travfllers  tnte  notice  uf  birge  tnicts  of  lands, 
chiefly  swamps,  which  continue  in  a  state  of  nature.  To 
bring  a  swamp  into  tillngc  is  generally  a  ]irooe!*s,  to  com- 
jiletc  which,  requires  several  years.  It  must  he  previously 
draine<l,  the  surface  long  exposed  to  the  sun,  and  many 
operations  pertormcd,  before  it  can  be  made  capable  of  bear- 
ing a  crop.  Though  yiebling,  ]n-ohnbIy,  a  very  consider- 
able return  for  tlie  labour  bestowed  on  it,  that  return  is  not 
made  until  a  long  time  has  elni*('d.  The  cultivation  of 
such  land  implies  a  greater  strength  of  the  effective  dcsirt* 
of  ac-eunnilation  than  exists  in  the  empire. 

^  The  produce  of  the  harvest  is,  as  wc  have  rcmarkod, 
always  an  instnmicnt  of  some  order  or  another ;  it  is  a  pro* 
vision  for  future  want,  and  regulated  by  the  same  laws  as 
those  to  which  other  nn;aus  of  attaining  a  similar  end  eon* 
forta.     It  U  there  chictly  ncc,  of  which  there  are  two  bar* 
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v«U,  tlic  one  in  Juno,  tlie  otiier  in  October.  Tiie  [jeritKl 
tlieu  of  eight  months  betwi'eu  OctoI>er  and  Jiinti  is  tlijit  for 
wliieh  provifiiun  is  made  each  year,  and  the  ditlcrent  estl- 
mnto  they  make  of  to-day  and  this  day  eif;lit  months  will 
apitear  in  the  selfdenifd  tlicy  practise  now,  in  order  to 
guard  against  want  then.  The  amount  of  this  self-denial 
wouhl  uetni  to  be  small.  Tlie  father  Paronnin,  indeed, 
(who  seems  to  hare  been  one  of  ibe  moet  iutitlUgent  of  the 
JeanitR,  and  spent  a  long  life  among  the  Chinese  of  all 
claaseB,)  aesertH,  that  it  ih  their  great  deficiency  in  fore- 
thought and  frujraUty  in  this  respect,  which  is  the  cause  of 
the  scarcities  and  famines  that  fretjaently  occur." 

That  It  is  defect  of  providence,  not  defect  of  industry, 
that  limits  production  among  the  Chinese,  is  still  more 
obvious  than  in  thu  cam!  of  tlie  scmi-iuijieulhirized  Indians. 
'*  Where  the  returns  arc  quick,  where  the  instruments 
formed  require  hut  little  time  to  bring  the  events  for  which 
they  were  formed  to  an  is^nc,"  it  is  well  known  that  "the 
great  prt^resi*  which  has  been  made  in  the  knowlwlge  of 
the  arts  sirted  To  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  wants  of 
its  inhabitanto"  makes  industry  energetic  and  eflective. 
"The  warmth  of  the  climate,  the  natural  fertility  of  the 
country,  the  kriowled^  which  the  inhabitants  have  acquire<I 
of  the  arts  of  agriculture,  and  the  discovery  and  gradual 
ftdaptatlon  to  every  soil  of  the  most  useful  vegetable  produc- 
tions, enable  them  very  speedily  to  draw  from  almost  any 
part  of  the  surfiK-e,  what  is  tliere  esteemed  an  equivalent  to 
much  more  than  the  lalwiir  bestowed  in  tilling  and  crojiping 
it  Tlicy  have  commonly  double,  sometimes  treble  harvestit. 
Tliese,  when  they  eunt^ist  of  a  grain  so  productive  as  rice, 
the  usual  crop,  can  &ear<-f'  fail  to  yield  to  their  skill,  from 
almost  any  portion  of  soil  that  can  be  at  once  brought  into 
pulture,  very  ample  returns.  Accordingly  there  is  no  sjkot 
that  labour  can  immediately  bring  under  cultivation  that  is 
not  made  to  yield  to  it.  Hills,  even  mountains,  are  ascend- 
ed and  fnnni'd  into  terraees ;  and  wnter.  in  thai  coimtry  the 
gntat  |>niductive  agent,  is  led  to  ever^*  \rt\t\,  Vv-^  »i.\i4.VN^vst 
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oarriiHl  up  to  it  hy  the  ingenious  and  simiiK'.  Iivdraiilic  ma- 
chinoB  which  have  bcon  in  ii&c  frutu  tiuie  ininicmorial  amnag 
this  lingular  people.  Tliey  cH'wTt  this  the  morn  easily,  from 
tJic  soil,  e^cn  in  tlic&o  situations,  bciug  very  deep  and  cov- 
orwl  with  mucJi  Vfj^utalile  iiinidd.  But  what  yet  more  than 
this  niiirks  the  readiness  with  which  labour  is  forced  tu  form 
the  most  difficult  materials  into  iustruracnts,  where  t!ie«ie 
iustnimentb  soon  briui;  to  an  issue  tlic  eveutR  for  whicli  ihey 
are  formed,  is  the  tixtiuent  oceurrcnoe  on  many  of  tlieir 
lakes  and  rivers,  of  strurtures  resembting  the  floatiu^ 
g:arJcnB  of  the  Peruvians,  ratb  covered  wilh  vegetable  soil 
and  cultivated.  LalHtur  in  this  way  draws  from  the  mate- 
rials on  which,  it  acts  very  speedy  returns.  Nutlung  can 
exceed  the  luxuriance  of  vegetation  when  the  quickening 
powers  of  a  genial  6uu  are  ministered  tu  by  a  rich  soil  and 
abundant  moisture.  It  ib  otbenrisc,  aa  we  have  seen,  in 
cases  where  the  return,  thoufrh  copious,  is  distant,  luiro- 
j>eaii  travellcri*  arc  surprised  at  meeting  these  little  floating 
farms  by  the  eido  of  swamps  which  only  require  draining  to 
render  them  tillable.  It  »4eem*(  Ui  them  stranpj  that  labour 
should  nut  rather  be  bestowed  on  the  solid  earth,  where  its 
fruits  might  endure,  than  on  structures  that  must  dway  and 
l>erifch  in  a  few  years.  The  people  they  arc  among  think 
not  so  much  of  future  years  as  of  the  present  time,  llie 
effective  desire  of  acimuuilatlon  is  of  very  difl'erent  strength 
in  the  one,  from  what  it  is  in  the  other.  The  views  of  the 
European  extend  to  a  distant  futurity,  and  he  is  surprised  at 
the  Chinese,  condemned,  through  iuiprovidence,  and  want 
of  Buflicient  prospective  care,  to  incessant  toil,  and  as  ho 
thinks,  insuHerabh^  wretcheilneiis.  llic  views  of  the  Chinese 
are  contint-d  to  narrower  Iwuuds ;  lie  is  content  to  live  from 
day  to  day,  and  has  learnt  to  conceive  even  a  life  of  toU  a 
blessing."  * 

When  a  country  has  carried  production  as  far  as  in  the 
existing  state  of  knowledge  it  <»n  t)e  carried  with  an  amount 
of  return  corresponding  to  the  avei*age  strength  of  the  effec- 
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live  dei^irc  of  aci-umulatioQ  in  tlat  country,  it  ha^  ruaefaed 
vbat  id  called  tlie  stationarr  state ;  the  state  in  which  no 
ftirtbur  addition  will  be  made  to  capital,  tiule^  there  takes 
]>Ia<'e  eitlier  w^iue  im])r<iYeiiiPiit  in  the  arte  of  protiiiftiou,  or 
au  inrrca^c  in  the  strength  of  the  de-fire  to  acc-iiiniilnte.  In 
tlie  #tntion;»r_v  i<tate.  )Ii<Miii:h  cajiital  d<H»  nut  on  the  whole 
incn'.nse,  some  person*  grow  richer  and  others  poorer. 
'TliOiie  whose  dc}!;ree  of  j>rovidence  is  below  the  UHtial  stand- 
ard, be<:oMie  inipoverii-hed,  tlicir  capital  perishes,  and 
makes  room  for  the  savings  of  those  whose  effective  de^re 
of  accnmnlation  exceeds  the  average.  These  l)econie  tlio 
natural  pnn'lia^en*  of  tlie  lands,  manufiwtorics,  and  other 
itistrtnnL'nl«  uf  production  owned  hy  tlieir  less  provident 
coil  11  try  men. 

What  the  cauiies  arc  which  make  the  retnm  to  capital 
|!;realer  in  one  cttuntry  than  in  another,  and  which,  ui  cer- 
tain circnmiitanccis  m:ike  It  inqxiru^ihle  for  any  additional 
capital  to  tind  investment  unites  at  dimiiii^hcil  retnm»,  will 
appear  clearly  hereafter.  In  China,  if  that  country  has 
really  attained,  :ib  it  U  supposed  to  have  done,  the  stationary 
state,  accumulation  ha*  .-topped  when  the  retnnis  to  capital 
are  still  an  hi>;h  a^  i&  inilt<ratcd  by  a  rate  nf  interest  Ic^rally 
twelve  per  cent,  and  pnuticalty  varying  (it  is  uaid)  between 
eighteen  an<I  tlnrly-^ix.  It  is  to  bo  ]iresiimed  tliereforc  that 
,no  greater  ainonut  *>i'  (.-npital  than  the  country  alretuly  ]»os- 
'waae**,  can  find  employment  at  tlii8  hif;h  rate  of  profit,  and 
that  any  lower  rate  dues  not  hold  out  to  a  Chinese  sufficient 
temptation  to  indiKO  him  to  abstain  from  present  enjoy- 
ment. What  a  contract  with  Holland,  where,  during  tJie 
most  flourishing  period  of  its  history,  the  govenuuent  was 
able  hiibitually  to  borrow  at  two  per  cent,  and  private  indi- 
viduals, on  good  security,  at  thrve.  Since  China  is  not  a 
country  like  Iturmali,  or  the  native  etiites  of  bidin,  where  an 
enormouii  intereiit  ia  but  an  indi&peiifahle  compensation  for 
the  risk  incurred  from  the  bad  faith  or  poverty  of  the  state, 
and  of  alniiMt  all  private  bormwerH;  the  fact,  if  fad  it  be, 
that  the  increase  of  capital  has  come  to  a  stand  while  the 
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returns  to  it  arc  sHll  ao  lai-ge,  denotes  a  mufii  less  dofjrce  of 
tUu  oti'ective  Onmrn  of  accumulation,  tii  otlier  words  a  time)) 
lovrcr  eslimatc!  of  llic  rutiire  rclutivul^  (u  the  present,  than 
that  of  nioHt  Eui-opean  nations. 

§  4.  Wc  have  hitherto  spoken  of  countrica  In  which  tlic 
average  sln-ngth  of  the  desire  to  accumulate  is  short  of 
that  whii'h,  in  circii  rnBtances  of  any  t4)lerablc  security,  reason 
and  subur  caU-uhition  wuuUl  approve.  We  have  now  to 
speak  of  otherg  in  whicli  it  de<':idedly  &nrpiit«^g  that  atand- 
nrd.  In  tho  nioi-c  pi-osperons  co»inti*ies  of  Europe,  there 
ai-e  Ut  be  fduiui  abundance  of  jtrniUi^als ;  in  some  of  thcni 
(and  m  none  more  than  Eu<!;bind)  the  ortlinary  d(^rce  of 
ecfinoiny  and  providence  anionj;  thof^e  who  live  Iiy  manual 
labour  catmot  be  considered  hiylt :  still,  in  a  very  unini.rous 
portion  of  the  community,  tlie  professional,  mannCachirinp, 
and  li-adiug  classes,  bcin^  those  who,  generally  speaking, 
unite  more  of  tlie  means  with  more  of  the  motives  for  saving 
than  any  other  class,  tlie  sjurit  of  accumulation  is  so  strong, 
tiiat  the  siprns  of  rajiidly  increasing  wealth  meet  every  eye  ; 
and  tho  givat  amount  of  capital  scekinjj  investment  exeitea 
astonishment,  wlienever  peculiar  circtmistances  turning 
much  of  it  into  some  one  cliannel,  sncli  as  railway  nm- 
Btniction  or  foreign  si>ctMilativc  adventure,  bring  the  large- 
ness of  the  total  aiiujnnt  Into  evidence. 

There  arc  ntany  circumstances,  wliieli,  in  England,  giv6 
a  ]iw:uliar  force  to  the  accumnlaling  propensity.  Tlie  long 
exemption  of  the  couutry  from  lite  ravages  of  war,  and  the 
far  onrlior  period  than  clsowhere  at  which  property  was 
Becure  from  niilitnry  violciifc  nr  arbitrary  spoKstiftn,  liavp 
produced  a  long-eiandtng  an<l  liereditai-y  eonh'denco  in  the 
safety  uf  fimds  when  trusted  out  of  the  outer's  hands,  which 
in  most  otlier  cnuntries  is  of  much  more  recent  origin,  and 
less  fimily  established.  The  geugraphitmt  tenses  which  have 
made  iuthistry  nithcr  than  war  the  natural  source  of  power 
and  imp«irtance  to  Great  Britain,  have  lunn«l  im  minsual 
proportion  of  tlic  most  catcr^irisingaml  energetic  charactera 
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into  tilt'  flircetioji  of  maimfiir'tim'B  and  foinnniice  ;  into  snjv 
plying  tlioir  wants  and  Ratifying  tliuir  ainbitiun  by  pro- 
ducing and  saving,  rather  than  by  appropriating  what  lias 
Iieen  prodnced  and  saved.  Mtu^h  also  depended  on  tlie 
IjfclttT  iMjlili(;al  institutions  ol'  this  country,  whicli  hy  the 
»(!Oim  they  liave  allowed  io  individna!  freedom  of  action, 
have  encournged  |>ersoiiul  activity  and  seir-reliuiif-e,  wliJle 
by  tiie  liberty  they  confer  of  ai>8ociHtion  and  combination, 
they  facilitate  induiitrtal  enU^rprlse  on  a  large  scale.  The 
eanto  institutions  in  another  uf  their  aspcettt,  give  a  most 
diitH't  and  potent  Atiinulufi  to  the  desire  of  acquiring  wealth. 
The  earlier  decline  of  feudulinni  having  removed  or  much 
weakonefl  invidions  distinctions  between  tlie  originidly  trad- 
ing ela»^!>  and  those  who  had  been  aeeiihtoiuiHl  to  despitte 
them  ;  and  a  polity  liaving  grown  up  whidi  made  wealth  the 
real  fiourt*  of  political  iiillncnce ;  its  acqinsition  was  invested 
with  a  fHctilions  value.,  inilependent  of  its  intrinsic  utility.  It 
became  synonymous  witli  power ;  and  since  power  with  the 
common  hertl  of  mankind  fftws  power,  wealth  became  the 
chief  source  of  p<"niM)nal  conwidei-alion,  and  the  measure  and 
stamp  of  sncri'gs  in  life.  To  get  out  of  one  rank  in  so<-iety 
into  the  next  above  it,  is  the  great  aim  of  English  bonrgeois 
life,  and  ihe  acquisition  of  wealth  the  means.  And  inaa- 
tnucli  as  to  be  rich  without  industry,  has  always  hitherto 
constituted  a  step  in  the  so<*ial  scale  above  tho(>e  who  arc 
rich  by  mcnns  of  imlustry,  it  becomes  the  object  of  ambition 
to  save  not  mercdy  na  much  aa  will  afl'ord  a  Inrge  income 
while  in  busimss,  but  enough  t^j  retire  from  husincHS  and 
live  in  atHnence  on  realized  gains.  Thcflc  causes  are,  in 
England,  greatly  aided  by  that  extreme  incapacity  of  the 
pe<-tp!e  fur  personal  enjoyment,  which  is  a  eharacteristie  of 
countries  over  which  puritaniitm  has  pafised.  But  if  aecu- 
mntation  1;;,  on  one  hand,  n.ndcrcd  easier  by  the  nlwcnce  of 
a  taste  fr»r  pleasure,  it  is,  on  the  other,  made  more  difficult 
by  tlie  presence  of  a  very  real  taste  for  expense.  So  strong 
is  the  aseociatiou  betwoi'u  pt^rsonal  cmirfecpience  and  the 
bigusof  wealth,  that  the  silly  desire  for  tlv*:  v\^i^M\v\v^«ft. '^ -aw 


Ifli^o  ox  I H*  11*1  it  lift!  ha»  the  force  of  a  p»wioti,  Hmong  large 
cliufu-A  of  K  nutioii  W'liicli  dpriveii  less  pk'Jifeurf  thnii  |MThape 
iin^*  ullitT  iu  lilt*  world  from  what  it  ispi'iid*,  Owiup  to  thin 
cmTUiiiKliinfTC,  tlic  cftiHrtivo  df^Iru  ornccuiiiulatioii  liuft  iifvur 
rraclii?d  ko  lii^h  n  pitch  hi  Knprhiiid  im  it  did  in  Holland, 
whort',  iIhti'  Ui'Mi;;  no  rich  idlo  chuw  to  ect  the  cxampU;  of  a 
roeklcw  cxpntditure,  and  thu  murcuntilu  clashes,  wlio  iiosscss 
tlio  BnltAtftiitlal  pnwi?r  on  which  Boeia)  inniii.Ti(-e  ahvuyt* 
wiiitfl,  hi'iii;:  Iv'X  til  ci^tiihliHh  their  own  K-iilif  of  liviii;-  and 
■tuiidurd  of  propriety,  thulr  habita  rcmahicd  fiugal  and 

UimnU'IltlllirMIlt, 

111  ICtijfliukd  Olid  lloltiiiidf  then,  for  a  long  time  piu>t.  anil 
tiow  in  moot  othur  coiintnra  in  Enropo  (which  are  rapidljr 
titlliiwing  Kii^hitiil  in  thr  &iitne  race,)  the  desire  of  aeciimtt- 
laliiiti  doi*  not  ri'tiiiiri',  to  make  it  eftcctire,  the  copions 
retuniii  wliicli  it  rc<|uireti  in'Auia,  hut  is  Btithciuntly  ejdUid 
Into  ai'tion  hv  a  rate  nf  protit  mi  low,  that  instead  of  slacken- 
ings aeeuiiiiilatioii  Fiueiiid  now  to  proceed  nioi*u  rapidly  than 
ever;  ami  tlie  i^uoond  re(]nibite  of  increased  production,  in- 
criiuiv  of  enpitalf  eiiowa  no  tmidvni^  to  hecomo  deficient, 
80  far  art  that  element  i.-*  concerned,  pmdiielion  ia  susceptible 
tif  ail  inerease  without  any  as^ifriiahie  bounder 

The  pro;;rew*  of  aeeuiuiilaliou  wonid  no  donbt  bo  conpid- 
endily  rheektd,  if  the  r«.'turn&  to  eapilid  were  (o  be  nnluced 
i^lill  hiwer  than  at  present.  But  wliy  i-honid  any  possible 
tneroABO  of  capital  have  that  cffuotf  This  qaoBtion  earric* 
the  mind  forwaiil  to  the  renminin;i;  one  of  the  three  reqni- 
»il«.»  o(  production.  The  limitation  to  proditelion.  not  con- 
siitting  iu  any  nocoa«»ry  limit  to  Iho  increase  of  the  otlior 
two  oleinenttk,  hibonr  and  rapitid,  must  turn  npou  the  pro|>- 
vrtiea  of  the  only  element  which  is  inherently,  and  in  it- 
mA(^  Utnitvd  in  quantity.  It  must  depend  on  tlu;  projicrties 
of  land. 


CHAPTER  Xn. 


OP  TOE  LAW  OP  THE  INCRKASE  OF   PRODfCTlON  FROM 
LAXD. 


§  1.  I*ANP  dlHVi-s  from  the  otlier  oleincnts  of  prodiic- 
tioti,  labuiir  ami  I'-npital,  iu  not  living  Hu^^'ptiblu  of  in- 
dctiuito  ini-ixMiso.  It^i  cxtcut  i&  limited,  and  the  extent  of 
tlie  more  pioiliirlivo  kindti  of  it  inoi*i3  liniitetl  etill.  It  is 
also  evitleiit  that  the  quantity  of  produoo  capahlo  of  being 
nuR-d  oil  any  given  pkr«  of  land  ib  not  iiidviiuitc.  This 
limitod  quiintity  of  IutkI^  ami  Uuilt'ed  product ivenc*«a  of  iU 
arc  tho  rciil  Uinits  In  the  iiiuivu^'  of  prodtu-timi.    i 

That  tlwy  arc  the  ultiiniiti;  limits,  innst  alwuvii  bavo  been 
clearly  seuu.  But  »iiioe  the  fiual  barrier  baa  never  in  axiy 
instance  been  reached  ;  since  there  is  no  country  in  wliich 
all  tlie  land,  capiible  of  yii'hling'  fwtd,  Is  tu>  lughlv  cullivatcfl 
tliAt  a  lari;er  produce  could  not  (even  without  &up|x>s)ng  any 
fresh  arlvance  in  ft;!rii-nU.nra!  Vnowlerlfro)  be  obtained  from 
it,  and  Uncc  a  lar<^'  portiuu  (if  tlio  eartiru  surface  Ktill  re- 
mains entirely  nnculti\'atofl ;  it  16  commonly  thouj;ht,  and  iA 
rery  natural  at  fii-jit  to  Fnpp4>sc,  that  for  tlio  present  all  lim- 
itation of  production  or  p^ipulation  from  thi*  eonree  ift  ut  ati 
indefinite  dislancL\  and  that  a^es  must  elapse  before  any 
practical  necessity  arificit  for  tidcing  the  limiting  principle 
into  eeriou*  consideration. 

I  Hppnhend  this  to  be  not  only  an  error,  but  tlio  moat 
Mrioas  onCf  to  be  found  in  the  wliolc  field  of  ix)litical  ccon- 
niny.  Tlic  qncjtiion  ib  mont  important  and  fundamental 
than  any  otlier  ;  it  involves  the  whole  subject  oC  tlw  <»ixvak 
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ftf  |>overiy,  in  a  m^Ii  And  iiitliiHtriouti  (•nuiiiiiinity ;  and 
fiiiluM  tliu  one  iimttLT  ltd  llioroti^lily  un<lorHtou(l«  \\  in  to  no 
piirjiono  procyetliiig  iiriy  fnrtliL<r  in  o>ir  inquiry. 

2.    TIio  limitfttiuii  to  pri>Jiictioii  from  tht*  propeitieB 

Jio  wmI,  \»  nut  like  tlio  obBtiu-li'  opposed  by  a  Wftll,  wliicb 
Htiuuli)  Itniiiuviinbli.'  in  one  partirular  spot,  and  oflcre  no  liln- 
dnini'p  to  motion  hlinrt  of  stopping  it  entirely.  We  may 
r«lln'i*  cinnpnn*  it  to  u  Iiiffiily  elliptic  and  extensible  band, 
wlduli  lit  liurdty  uvor  so  violently  etrotclied  that  it  conld  not 
priKi-iMy  bf  fttreti'hcci  miy  more,  yet  the  pressniu  of  wliieh  is 
frit  Kin^  before  the  linal  limit  is  rc^ached,  nnd  felt  nioro 
iievorely  the  neiirer  tlmt  limit  i.-*  api>roiiched. 

After  n  eertiun,  and  nnt  very  ndvanecd,  Btnge  in  the  prog- 
n*KA  of  ui^ricnlttii-e;  n«  Miun,  in  fiiet.  as  mnnkind  Imve  ap- 
plied theiDMelvi^  to  eultivHtinn  with  any  ener^v,  niid  Inive 
iH-nn^lit  to  itiuiy  tuloi'iibU*  tooW;  from  tlmt  time  it  is  the 
hiw  of  produrtion  from  the  hind,  llmt  in  any  jjiven  state  of 
Hgrienltni-»1  t)kill  and  l;nowledp.%  by  incrousin';;  the  labour, 
the  pnMhioe  iA  not  inen^awd  in  an  equal  degree;  doubling 
the  liibour  does  not  double  llie  priMlnee:  or,  to  ex|»re8«  the 
wmif  tliin|j;  in  other  wunli*,  evi.*ry  incrtiase  rif  produce  ia  ol»-/ 
tuineil  by  a  more  than  proiH>ni(innI  ii)eTea£e  in  the  applica- 
tion of  liilK>ur  to  the  land. 

Tins  p^neral  law  of  aprienUnnil  industry  ift  tlic  tnoA 
tmptnlant  pr\i]Ki«tioii  in  political  economy.  Were  the  Urw 
ditb^r^Mit^  nojirlv  all  the  ]»hpn»»mena  4>f  the  production  aiid 
di^ribniiott  iif  wealth  wouhl  be  uiher  than  tlier  are.  Tlie 
m(«vl  fundauKmtal  cn\«ni  wliioh  i^till  prevail  on  our  sabjcvti 
rwnlt  from  noi  jtenviviuir  this  law  at  work  undcnie:ith  the 
nu'iv  suiH^rfieial  agencies  on  which  attenHi>n  fix**  ite^rlf ;  bat 
nnHtakinf*  tluiec  ajp.mcie»  for  the  ultimate  eausts  of  effects 
\*t  which  (Ik'T  may  iutlaence  the  fortn  and  toode,  but  of 
wbirh  •>  -'  •■     K'terminc*  tbo  essence. 

W)  |>iirp*>«  of  rmising  an  inc«Me  of  prodaec, 

land,  it  t6  crident  thst^  to  &ri  the 

/f"  A>v'  in  ihtf  s&tnc  viuyortiuu  vitii  tlw 
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labonr.  The  very  moaiiin*;  of  inferior  land,  Ir  land  wliich 
with  (^iml  liilH)tir  returns  n  giiiallcr  uiiiouiit  o}'  produce. 
Laud  may  be  inferior  citlier  in  tertility  or  iji  Mtuation.  Th« 
one  n'quirpfi  a  gruiiter  ]>roi>orlioiial  uinouiit  of  labour  for 
growinj;  tliu  iiroducu,  tlie  othi.*r  iW  carrying  it  to  markut. 
If  the  land  A  yields  a  thousand  qinirtfn*  of  whea^  to  a  given 
outlay  in  wag'-s,  maimri',  <i:c.,  nud  in  order  to  raise  another 
thonsiiTid  reco\irse  must  he  had  to  the  land  B,  whicli  it)  either 
less  fertile  or  more  diF>tant  from  tlto  market,  the  two  thou- 
sand quarters  will  coat  more  than  twice  as  much  lahimr  ns 
the  ori^'inal  tlumRund,  ami  tlit*  prinlueeof  aj;riculture  will  Ik; 
inereascd  in  a  less  ratio  than  the  labour  employed  in  pro- 
eiirin<r  it. 

Instead  of  cultivating  llic  land  D,  it  would  bo  p(i£sible, 
by  higher  enltivation,  to  make  the  land  A  produce  morv. 
It  might  l)e  ploughed  or  harrowed  twiee  instead  of  once,  or 
three  times  inati.<ad  of  twice;  it  might  be  <lug  instead  of 
being  ploughed  ;  after  ploinEjhing,  it  might  be  gone  over  with 
A  lioe  instead  of  a  harrow,  and  the  soil  more  completely  pul- 
verized ;  it  might  be  oftcner  or  more  thoroudjhly  weeded ; 
the  imptements  iii^ed  might  be  of  higher  finish,  or  moreeIa]>- 
ornte  t-onstruetion ;  a  greater  quaniity  or  more  expensive 
kindft  of  maiiiin!  might  be  ap])licd,  or  when  npplii-d,  lliey 
might  he  more  earefidly  mixed  and  ini-orporated  with  the 
£oil.  TIicim;  arc  some  of  the  modes  by  which  the  t>amo  laud 
may  be  made  to  yield  a  greater  profliu  e ;  and  wlion  a 
greater  produce  mu^t  be  liad,  some  of  these  arc  among  the 
means  luiimlly  cmphiycd  for  obtaining  it.  But,  that  It  is 
olifainivl  fit  a  more  tlmii  j>Wf>orliomd  inereaKe  of  cx]>en80, 
is  evident  from  the  fact  that  inferior  Innds  are  enltivated. 
Inferior  lamia,  or  laiidii  at  a  greater  diBtaneo  from  the  mar- 
ket, of  ei»iirse  yield  an  interior  return,  and  an  iucrexsiug 
demand  cannot  be  supplied  from  them  unlc&s  at  an  fltigmcii- 
lalion  of  i-ost,  and  therefore  of  price.  If  the  additional  de- 
mand could  continue  to  be  supplied  th)m  the  superior  lands, 
by  applying  atlditioual  labour  and  capital,  at  no  greater 
propoi-tiiinal  eost  than  that  at  whii*h  tUej-  ji»;Ul  Uvi  v\\\^^»^xVs 
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finit  (IciiiHiided  of  tlipm.  tlie  owners  i>r  tiimicrs  of  tlioee  Inmle 
(ruuld  uiidei'^ll  all  uLhci^  uuil  eugrotu^  tlic  whulu  umrkct. 
I^tinds  of  a  lower  depxc  of  feitilitv  or  in  a  more  remote 
isituuiiuu,  mi^lit  IiuIclmI  be  cultivntcd  hy  tlicir  proprietors, 
for  the  sake  of  &uU6i6tenc:e  or  iudopeiidcnce;  but  it  never 
cuidtl  hii  thu  lutei-t^it  uf  uii^v  out:  tu  furm  tbcm  fur  profiL 
Tbiit  a  pixiflt  can  be  mode  from  tliem,  siitficient  to  attract 
(capital  to  8udi  an  iiivustiiiL^ut,  19  n  proof  tliat  cultivation  on 
tbu  inure  eligible  iande  lias  reai'l;ud  a  puint.  beyond  which 
any  greater  application  of  labour  and  capital  woold  yield,  at 
tile  Im'M,  no  greater  return  than  i^ti  bu  obtained  at  the  8ame 
expeuiie  from  less  fertile  or  less  favourably  situated  lands. 

The  eaivful  cultivation  of  a  well-fai'med  district  of  Eng- 
land or  Sculhind  is  a  syinptoni  and  an  eflect  of  the  more 
uufnvonraijie  terms  wliieli  the  lajid  Iioa  begun  to  exact  for 
Uiy  inereoK!  of  its  finiittt.  Snch  elaborate  ouUlvation  costs 
nindi  more  in  pntporTitvi.  and  itN^iiires  a  higher  jtrice  to 
render  it  protitable,  than  farniiug  on  a  more  bupei-ficial  tya- 
tem ;  and  would  not  be  adopte<l  if  aeceAS  ooald  be  had  to 
land  of  equal  fertility,  previuuply  unoecnpled.  Where  there 
is  tlie  clioii-e  of  rnising  the  increasing  supply  which  society 
reqnircis  from  irt!»h  land  uf  iw  good  quidtty  as  that  already 
cultJA'ated,  no  attempt  is  made  to  extract  IVum  land  anything 
appmachiug  to  what  it  will  yield  on  what  are  esteemed  the 
hwt  Kun>peHti  modi«  of  eidtivalini:.  The  land  iii  tanked  np 
to  the  point  at  which  the  greatest  return  is  obtained  in  pro- 
portion to  the  lab*»iir  employed,  hut  no  furtlier:  any  addi- 
tional lalHiur  U  carried  elsewhere.  **  It  i&  long/*  B&y»  a  lato 
traveller  in  the  United  States,*  ^'^  before  an  English  eyo 
beeomeg  rceoneiled  to  the  lightness  of  the  crops  and  the 
CHTeli'^  farniitig  (as  we  »huuld  enll  it)  which  is  apparent. 
One  forgets  that  where  land  is  so  plentiful  and  lalunr  eo 
dear  as  it  is  hiTe,  a  totally  ditferent  principle  must  be  par- 
BHod  to  that  whicii  prevails  in  ]K>i>ulot)S  countries,  and  that 
the  consoquencL'  will  i»f  ronreu  be  a  want  of  tidiness,  as  it 

•  Lctt«nt  traoi  AiMViea,  hi  Joho   Rabat  Oodbf,  f>oL  i  ft,  4S.     &M  lbs 
£.rB0b  Tn-rfb  in  Amenat,  Tol.  ii.  p.  U. 
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Wt-n.',  and  fiiiiab,  about  cvfrytliinp  wlik-li  requires  labonr." 
Of  tlie  two  causes  nieiitioruHl,  the  pleiititulneKS  of  land 
sevnid  to  me  the  true  explatiatiuu,  nittier  thaii  the  dearncas 
oE'UilnHir;  f'nr,  however  dear  labour  inay  be,  wboii  food  ie 
wanted,  bdioiir  will  :iIwiiyH  be  ajiplied  tu  produt-iug  it  in 
preference  to  anvthiug  el«c.  But  this  labour  in  more  effec- 
tive for  its  end  b^-  being  a[>plietl  lo  frei^b  soil,  llian  if  it  were 
einplovi-d  in  bringing  the  soil  already  ooeiipied  into  higher 
cultivation.  Only  when  no  feoila  remun  to  be  broken  up, 
but  bueb  a.s  either  from  dihtant^c  or  inferior  quality  ix*(|uire 
ft  consideruble  rise  of  price  to  render  their  euUivation  prufit- 
tT>le,  can  it  become  advantagcons  to  apply  the  high  fanuing 
of  Europe  to  any  Amerieau  lauds  ;  except,  jierhaps,  in  the 
innnetliate  vleinity  of  towns,  where  saving  in  cost  of  carriage 
may  ctttnpensate  for  great  iiiferiorily  in  the  return  from  the 
H)il  iliself.  Aft  American  famiiiig  is  to  English,  6o  ie  the 
orthuary  English  to  that  of  Flanders  Tuscany,  or  the  Terra 
di  i-avoro  ;  wiiere  by  the  upplic^utieu  i>f  a  far  greater  (piun- 
tity  of  labour  there  is  obtained  a  considerably  larger  grose 
produce,  but  on  such  terms  as  would  never  he  advautageoua 
to  a  uiero  speculator  for  prolil,  unless  made  to  by  niucii 
higher  prices  of  agrieuttiiral  produce. 

The  ]>rineiph?  wlurh  has  now  beiTi  stated  nuii^t  he  re- 
ceived, no  doubt,  witit  certain  explanations  and  limitations, 
'ven  atler  tha  land  ik  ho  highly  cultivated  that  the  mere 
[:EpphVntion  of  additional  labour,  or  of  an  additional  amount 
of  ordinary  drcfifiing,  would  yield  no  return  proportioned 
to  the  expense,  it  nniy  t<till  ha]ipi:n  that  tlic  a])]>1ication  of 
a  mn«'h  greater  additional  labour  and  capital  to  impronng 
the  Aoil  itbolf,  by  draining  or  p<'riiianeut  manure^  would  be 
Rft  liberally  remnneratod  by  the  produce,  as  any  portion  of 
the  lalKiur  and  (Capital  already  employed.     It  would  some* 
timia  be  much  more  amply  remunerated,  i  This  could  not 
be,  if  capital  always  sought  and  found  tlie  most  advunta- 
IgooDS  euipIo^>'TDent ;  bot  if  the  nio&t  advantageous  employ- 
[Siu-rit  lia»  to  wait  longest  for  il.s  remuneration,  it  i»  only  in 
l»  rather  advanced  htage  of  industrial  develo^tnetit  t.Ua.^^v* 
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preference  will  t>c  given  to  it ;  and  cvon  in  Umt  ftdrnnced 
8t(i;jc,  the  Iaw5  or  usa^fem  r-oiinwtoci  with  property  in  land 
and  the  tenure  of  iiinn^»,  are  iiftun  such  as  U>  prevent  the 
disposable  capital  of  t!ie  conntrr  from  flowing  freely  into 
the  clmnnel  of  Hj^Tiodtiiral  inii>rovcnH'nt :  and  hence  thi; 
increased  supply,  required  by  increasing  popnlulion,is  some- 
times raised  at  un  au^^nentin^  cost  by  higher  cnltivotJon, 
when  the  means  of  producing  it  without  inrreaso  of  cost  are 
known  and  accessible,  niere  can  be  no  doubt,  that  if  capi- 
tal were  forthcomhig  to  exeenle,  within  the  next  year,  all 
known  and  recognize<l  improvements  in  tiie  land  of  the 
United  Kingdom  wliich  wouhl  pay  at  the  existing  prices, 
tliat  is,  which  would  increase  the  produce  in  as  great  or  a 
greater  ratio  than  the  expense;  the  resu It  would  be  such 
{especially  if  we  include  Ireland  in  the  supposition)  tlmt 
inferior  land  would  not  for  a  long  time  require  to  be  brought 
under  tillage :  probably  a  considerable  part  of  the  less  pro- 
ductive lands  now  culllvattifl,  which  are  not  ])articularly 
favoured  hy  situation,  would  go  out  of  culture;  or  (as  the 
impmvemeuts  in  question  are  not  so  much  applicable  to 
goo<i  land,  but  opemte  rather  by  converting  bad  land  into 
gtMxl)  the  cuntracliiui  tif  t-nltivation  might  principally  take 
place  by  a  less  high  dressing  and  less  elaborate  tilling  of 
land  generally  ;  a  falling  back  to  something  nearer  the 
character  of  American  farming ;  such  only  of  the  poor  lauds 
being  altogether  abandoned  a&  were  not  fomid  enseeptible 
of  iiiiprovoinent.  An<l  thus  the  aggregate  pn)duce  of  the 
whole  cultivated  Innd  woidd  bear  a  larger  proportion  than 
before  to  the  labour  expended  on  it;  and  the  general  law 
of  diminishing  return  from  land  would  have  midergone,  to 
tJiat  extent,  a  temporary  enpersession.  No  one,  however, 
can  snppose  that  even  in  tliesc  circumstances,  tlic  whole 
produce  required  for  the  country  could  be  raisi'd  exclusively 
from  the  best  lands,  together  with  those  p^jnisessing  advan- 
tfl^;e8  of  situatiun  to  place  them  on  a  ])ar  with  the  best. 
Much  would  undoubtedly  continue  to  bo  produced  mider 
/esB  Ac/vautrtgeous  conditions,  and  with  a  smaller  proper- 
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tioiial  retiiru,  tlmn  tlmt  obtaim-d  from  tiic  best  soils  and 
pituntiuii!^.  Ami  in  jtropjrtion  iifi  tlie  furtlicr  ineiciue  of 
pnpiiltttioii  iffinirw!  h  still  grcHti-r  addttiuu  li>  Uic  -supplj^, 
the  general  law  would  resume  its  cuiirse,  and  the  further 
nuirmentrttitni  would  l>e  ohUiined  Et  a  nutru  tliuu  iiroportjun- 
ntu  expense  of  laUyur  and  L-apitall 

§  3.  Thut  till-  priKluce  of  land  inrrGai!C»,  <si£ii9 P&xih3iS^ 
in  a  dindniifhin^  rut  io  to  tlic  inirrca^  tn  the  labnur  employed, 
iSf  as  wc  have  Mud,  (alhiwing  tor  oceiu^ional  and  tonipoi-ary 
cxivptions,)  the  univcrhid  law  of  agricultural  inJiis.try.  This 
priiu;iplf,  however,  Iiiw  beon  denied,  and  expcrit-nee  con- 
ifidently  HpjHjtJed  (o,  in  pr(X)f  that  the  rotunn;  from  land  aru 
nut  lesis,  but  greater,  in  an  advanced,  than  in  an  early,  btaj^; 
of  cultivation — when  niueh  capital,  than  when  little,  is  aj>- 
plied  to  agriculttirc.  So  much  bo,  ljidee«i,  that  (it  ia  aftinned) 
the  wordt  land  now  in  cultivation  pr(.idnces  as  mueli  food 
per  acre,  and  even  as  mueli  to  a  g;iven  aiuonnt  of  1alK>nr, 
aa  our  ancettlors  euntrived  to  extraet  from  the  richest  eoilti 
in  Kogland. 

It  i«  verj*  possible  that  this  maybe  true;  and  even  if 
not  true  ti»  the  letter,  to  a  great  extent  it  eertainly  is  so. 
tinqnestionably  a  much  smaller  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion ifi  now  m-i'Upied  in  prtKlucing  food  for  the  whole,  than 
in  the  early  times  of  our  history.  Tina,  however,  docs  not 
prove  that  tlio  law  of  which  wo  bave  been  epeakliif:;  does 
not  exist,  but  only  that  there  is  some  antagonizing  principle 
at  work,  capable  for  a  time  of  malting  Iit-ad  agiiiiiKt  the  law. 
Sueb  an  af^ency  there  is,  in  habitual  autagonitim  to  the  law 
of  diminishing  return  from  land;  and  to  the  consideration 
of  this  we  ishall  now  {>rocecd.  It  is  no  other  than  tlie  prog- 
ress of  elvili;!ation.  I  use  tins  general  and  Komowhat  vague 
oxpressiori,  because  the  things  to  be  included  an*  so  varioutJ, 
that  hanlly  any  term  of  a  mure  restricted  Kigniliration  would 
comprehend  them  all. 

Of  tliese,  the  most  obvious  is  the  progrcrtR  of  agricidtnral 
knowledge,  fekill,  and  invention.     l\tt\>icv>vvii  ^x'jii^i^&ft*  -A 
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agriculture  art*  of  two  kinds  :  some  cnnble  t)ic  lan'J  to  _vit.-ld 
a  greater  absolute  produce,  without  an  Dquivalent  iuerwuHi 
of  labour ;  others  have  not  the  power  of  incniasin^  the  pro> 
dnoe,  but  have  that  of  diitiinisliing  the  labour  and  expenstt 
hy  which  it  is  obtained.  Anion|;  the  tiret  are  to  be  reckoned 
the  dian&e  of  fallows,  by  means  of  the  rotation  of  emps ;  and 
the  iutroduttinn  of  new  articles  of  eultivation  capable  oi' 
entering  advimluj^uoubly  into  the  rotation.  Tht;  change 
made  in  Bnti&h  agriculture  towards  the  close  of  the  la^t 
century,  by  the  introduction  of  turnip  liuebandiy,  ia  epoken 
of  as  amounting  to  a  revolution.  These  improvenienta 
operate  not  only  by  enabling  the  land  to  produce  a  crop 
every  year,  instead  of  remaining  idle  one  year  in  every  two 
or  three  to  renovate  its  ix)wcr6,  but  also  by  dii-eet  inerease 
of  itA  pruduetivt>ne««  ;fBince  the  great  addition  made  to  the 
nnnibcr  of  cattle  by  the  increase  of  their  food,  affords  mora 
abundant  manure  to  fertilize  the  com  lands.1  Next  in  order 
comes  tiie  introduction  of  new  articles  of  tood,  containing 
a  greater  amount  of  snatcnance,  like  the  putAto,  or  more 
]>i*o<luctive  species  or  varieties  uf  the  eame  plant,  such  ua 
the  Swedish  hin)ip.  In  the  anme  class  itf  improvements 
inuet  be  placed  a  better  knowledge  of  the  properties  of 
manures,  and  of  the  most  eifcctnal  modes  of  applying  them ; 
the  introduction  of  new  and  more  powcrfid  lertilizing  agents, 
&nch  m  guano,  and  the  conversion  to  the  same  purfiode^  of 
substances  previnusU'  wjistt^i  ;  inventions  like  subsoil-plough- 
ing or  tile-draiiiing,  by  which  the  produce  of  eome  kindft  of 
lands  is  so  greatly  multljdted  ;  iinprovemeuta  in  the  breed 
or  feeding  of  lalM>unng  cattle ;  ftugmentcd  stock  of  Ihe 
animals  which  consume  and  convert  into  human  footl  what 
would  (*therwisc  be  waste*! ;  and  the  like.  The  other  sort 
of  iniproroments,  those  wliidi  diminish  labour,  but  without 
increasing  the  capaeiiy  of  the  land  to  jirodnee,  arc  such  as 
the  improved  construction  of  tools;  the  introduction  of  new 
inslrumenta  whicb  spare  manna]  labour,  as  the  winnowing 
and  threshing  macbincfi ;  a  more  skilful  aud  eeunomieal 
aj>p]ication  of  muscular  exertion,  such  as  the  introduction, 
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Bj  bIo^vIv  accoiniili>ho<l  in  England,  of  ScoU^h  plongliing, 
with  Iwo  horses  abreast  and  one  man,  instcml  of  three  or 
four  horse*  in  a  team  and  two  men,  &v.  These  improve- 
ments do  not  add  to  the  pmdtiftivent'stji  of  the  land,  but 
they  are  eqimlly  caiciilatwl  witli  tlu;  former  to  counteract 
the  tendency  in  the  cost  of  production  of  agricultural  jtm- 
dncc,  to  riec  witli  the  progress  of  population  and  demand. 

AnalojU^ons  in  effect  to  this  secoud  eliifls  of  agricultu- 
ral improvements,  are  improved  means  of  commtmicution. 
Good  roads  are  equivalent  to  gfH>d  tools.  Tt  is  of  no  eonso- 
qnence  \rlii:tlicr  liic  ucononiy  of  labour  takes  place  in  ex- 
tracting the  produce  tixira  the  soil,  or  iu  conveying  it  to 
the  plar-e  whcrt'  tt  ia  to  be  coiirtnmed.  Not  to  wiy  in  addi- 
tion, that  the  labour  of  cultivation  itself  is  diminished  by 
whatever  lessenn  the  cost  of  bringing  numnrc  from  a  dis- 
tance, or  facilitatis  the  many  operations  of  transpfirt  from 
place  to  place  which  occur  within  the  bounds  of  the  farm. 
KaiUvays  and  canals  arc  virtually  a  diminution  of  the  co«t 
of  production  of  all  things  sent  to  market  by  tln'm  ;  and 
literally  so  of  all  those,  the  appliances  and  aids  for  produ- 
ctug  which,  they  Rcrve  to  transmit.  By  their  ineaiis  land 
•  can  be  cultivated,  which  would  not  otherwise  have  rcmu- 
nerattni  the  cultivators  without  a  rise  of  price.  luiprove- 
iiicnts  in  navigation  iiuve,  with  resjieirt  to  food  ur  nmtcriala 
brought  from  beyond  sea,  a  corresponding  effect. 

From  siniihir  cons»idi-'ralioni>,  it  ap])caii5  tliat  many  pwre'y 
Tnc<'hanieal  improvements,  which  have,  a[>parcntly,  at  least, 
no  peculiar  connexion  with  agricnlturo,  ncverthcles&  enable 
a  given  ammmt  of  fcMMl  to  be  ohlmned  with  a  BuiaHcr  expen- 
diture of  labour.  A  great  improvement  in  the  prxtcss  of 
Btneliing  fri>n«  would  tend  to  cheapen  agricultural  iniplo- 
mcntftj  diminish  t)ie  coat  of  ruilroatls.  of  waggons  and  carts, 
fihips,  and  jtcrhaps  bnildingB,  and  many  other  things  to  which 
iron  is  not  at  present  applied,  because  it  is  too  costly  ;  and 
would  theufc  ditntnisli  the  ctjet  of  production  of  food.  The 
same  effect  would  lollowfrom  au  improvement  in  those  pro- 
eec6cs  of  what  nmy  be  termed  manufacture^  to  which  th« 


materitil  of  food  is  subjected  after  ills  separated  from  the 
ground.  Tbo  frnt  applieatiou  of  wiud  or  vator  powt-r  tu 
grind  (mrtij  tenilftl  to  clteapeji  bread  oh  niucii  m  a  very  im- 
portant diMiovvj-y  in  agriculture  would  have  donu  ;  and  any 
great  improvement  in  tlie  constnielion  of  coru-miiU,  wouJd 
have,  in  proportion,  a  similiir  influence.  Tlio  etTeets  of 
rluuijieniii^  lot^oinotion  liavMbeen  jdn^udycyn.sidi'red.  Tlicro 
nro  also  engineering  inventions  whicli  facilitate  all  greiit 
operations  on  the  cartli^e  surface  An  improvement  in  tlie 
art  of  tiiking  levels  ia  of  impurtanco  to  draining,  not  lu  men- 
tion canal  and  railway  uiaking.  The  fens  of  Holland,  and 
of  some  parts  of  England,  arc  drained  by  pum])B  worked 
by  tlic  wind  or  by  steam.  AVhcro  caimis  of  irrigation,  or 
where  tanks  or  embankments  are  neeussary,  meebaiiit^l 
skill  is  a  great  resonrec  for  elicapening  production. 

Tlioso  manufacturing  improvements  which  eannot  be 
made  instmmcntnl  tofaeilitate,  inaiiyof  its  stages,  the  actual 
prixluetiun  of  food,  and  tiierefore  do  not  help  to  counteract 
or  retard  the  diminution  of  the  proportional  return  to  labour 
from  the  soil,  have,  however,  another  eftect,  which  Is  prac- 
tiesUly  etjuivjilent.  What  tljey  do  not  j>revunt,  they  yet,  in 
some  degive,  compensate  for. 

The  matt;rials  of  mimufactnrcfl  bt'iug  all  drawn  from  the 
land,  and  many  of  thum  U\mi  agriculture,  which  supplies 
in  particular  the  entire  material  of  clothing;  the  general 
law  of  2»'oduetion  from  the  laud,  the  law  of  diniinihhing 
return,  nnist  in  the  last  rcifort  be  applicable  to  manuliiwtur-. 
iug  as  well  as  to  Hgricultuml  liiBton.'.  As  population  in- 
preftses,  and  the  power  of  the  land  to  yield  inereased  pro- 
duce is  strained  hanler  and  hardier,  any  ndJititmal  supply 
of  material,  as  well  as  of  food,  must  be  obtained!  by  a  more 
than  propiirtionally  inf-reatiing  expenditure  of  labonr.  But 
the  vivot  of  the  mnlerial  forming  generally  a  ver}*  small  por- 
tion of  the  entire  cost  of  the  manufueture,  the  agricultural 
labour  eonceme^l  in  the  pniduetion  of  raainifat^tured  goodu 
is  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  whole  labour  worki.^1  up  in 
the  eommuility.     All  the  I'est  of  the  labour  teudx  eonstiuiLly 
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and  stronglj  towards  dimiutitlon,  ns  the  amount  of  jircHiiic- 
tion  iii(rruit.«u8.  HauulW'turcs  ore  vat^tly  moro  susceptible 
tban  flgriciiltitru,  ut'nii!<-hniii<'ul  iin|ir(>veiiiei)t.s,  niid  coiitriv- 
lUK-ftt  for  t^aving  labour  ;  nud  it  luis  ulready  bouii  scfii  iiaw 
greatly  tlie  divbioii  of  labour,  and  it«  8kiirul  and  ijeououii- 
cal  difctribiition,  dei^end  on  tlic  extent  of  tbe  uiarkft,  and 
un  tliu  jio.'iAibility  of  production  in  large  niaescfi.  In  mann- 
faetni'cfi,  accordingly,  tbc  cau&es  luudlug  tu  increase  ilie  pro- 
du<-tivi  ni'jw  of  industry,  prepondeiiite  greatly  ovur  the  qUP 
qtii^  whiuU  tenda  tu  dinuiiiijli  it :  and  tbe  increase  of 
produutioa,  called  fortli  by  tlic  pi-ogre^s  of  society,  taltcs 
pla<«,  nut  at  an  inrreaAing,  but  at  a  continually  diminish- 
ing, pruporiiouu!  co<st.  Tiiis  fiiut  lias  muiiifi-sted  itself  m 
thi*  pr<ij;r*?s8ive  fall  of  the  prices  and  a-uIucs  of  almost  every 
kind  of  manufaciurcd  ^tioda  iluriiig  twit  ceuturiea  paal ;  a 
fall  accelerated  by  the  niec-hanical  inventions  of  tbe  last 
seventy  or  eifjhty  years,  and  sutsceplible  of  being  prolonged 
and  extended  beyond  any  limit  wliich  it  would  be  safe  tu 
.•peeify. 

Kow  it  is  quite  conceivable  that  the  efficiency  of  agri- 
cultuml  labour  might  be  undergoing,  with  the  increase  of 
)roduce.  a  gradual  diininutiun  ;  that  the  price  of  food,  in 
)nae(]uenr'e,  mi^^ht  be  progret^t^ivcly  rimiig,  and  an  ever 
rowing  pn^portion  of  the  population  might  be  needed  to 
raise  fowl  for  the  whole  ;  while  yet  tlie  productive  power  of 
labour  iu  all  other  bmncbes  of  intlti^try  might  l>e  so  rapi<lly 
augmenting,  that  the  reiinired  amount  of  labour  (H>uld  be 
spared  from  nmnufiict  arcs,  and  neverlheless  a  greater  pro* 
dure  be  obtaliieil,  and  tlie  aggregate  wants  of  the  cutnmu- 
ni(y  be  on  the  whole  better  supplier],  than  before,  llie 
benetit  might  even  extend  to  tlie  poorest  cUi^.  The  in- 
creaseil  cbeapticss  of  chithing  and  lodging  might  nutlic  up 
to  tbcm  for  the  augmented  cost  of  their  food. 

There  is,  thus,  no  passible  improvement  in  tbe  arta  of 
produclinii  widcli  (Un:»  not  in  one  or  another  mode  exercise 
an  ttiitugonistie  influence  to  the  law  of  tliminishing  return  to 
ftgricultiiral  labour.    Nor  is  it  only  industrial  iniprovementa 
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which  Iiave  this  eficot  Iinprovontent6  in  goveniinont,  and 
almost  every  kind  of  moral  atid  eotlnl  ad  van  cement,  opcnite 
in  the  eamc  iiiaiiner.  Siipjiose  a  country  ia  the  condition 
of  France  ttutura  the  Kevululiori:  t^'txittion  iiiiposod  a1ino6t 
exuliisively  on  the  iudublnntm  rlaaecs,  and  uii  Buuh  a  j>rtiifrijde 
as  to  be  nn  actual  penalty  on  production ;  and  no  redi*c88 
olitainahle  for  any  injury  to  property  or  person,  wlien  in- 
flicted by  people  of  raidc  or  court  inttucuce.  Was  not  the 
liurricane  wliit-h  sn-ept  away  tliit;  eyeteni  of  tiling  cvon  if 
we  look  no  further  than  to  its  efteet  in  augmenting  the  pro- 
dnctivoness  of  labour,  equivalent  to  many  iudni^trial  inven- 
tioHB  ?  The  removal  of  a  fiscal  burtticn  on  ft|;ncuUure«  such 
as  tithe,  has  the  same  cfl'eet  a«  if  the  labour  necessary  for 
obtaining  tho  exidtiiig  produce  were  Buddenly  redueed  ono- 
teutb.  Tlie  abolition  of  corn  laws,  or  of  any  other  re- 
Btrietions  whlrli  prevent  oommodilie«  from  being  prodneed 
wher«  the  cost  of  their  produetion  ifi  lowest,  amounts  to  a 
vast  improvement  in  production.  "When  fertile  hmd,  pre- 
viously reserved  as  hunting  ground,  or  for  any  other  purpose 
of  amuMcmunt,  la  stjt  free  for  culture,  the  aggregate  proJuc- 
tivenefts  of  agriculturid  industry  is  increus^d.  It  is  well 
known  what  hoB  been  the  etrect  iu  England  of  badly  adiuin- 
istcred  i>oor  Juws,  and  the  ftiill  woi-bo  cH'ect  in  Ireland  of  a 
had  system  of  tenancy,  in  remlering  agriculrund  labour 
slack  and  ineffective.  No  improvemeutd  operate  more 
directly  upon  the  productiveness  of  lal>our  than  tlioso  in  the 
tenui-c  of  farms,  and  in  the  laws  relating  to  landeii  prt>per)y. 
Tlie  breaking  up  of  entails,  the  cheapening  of  the  transfer 
of  property,  and  wliatcver  else  pnimoteg  the  natural  ten- 
dency of  land  in  a  system  of  freedom,  to  pass  out  c4"  hands 
which  can  make  little  of  it  into  those  which  can  make  more ; 
the  sulntiitulion  of  lung  leases  for  tenaney  at  will,  and  of  any 
tolerable  system  of  tenancy  whatever  for  the  wn-tehcd 
cottier  system  ;  above  all,  the  aerjuisition  of  a  permanent 
interest  in  the  soil  by  the  cultivators  of  it :  all  theat;  Lhinga 
arc  a£  real,  and  iMUim  of  them  as  great,  iinprni-einentft  in 
production,  as  the  invention  of  the  spiuuing-jenny  or  the 
fifvajti-ea 
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Wo  may  Bay  tlie  annw  of  iiniirovexaenti)  in  educatiou. 
The  iutellii^juce  ol"  tliu  wt>rkm»n  is  a  most  iui|>ortHnt  du- 
meiit  iu  thu  pnK)iietivoni«s  of  Isbotir.  So  low,  iti  &omc  of 
tlie  ttioBt  civitizcil  c!«nmtrii*,  i«  tli«  preswnl  »t:iiMl.ir(l  of  iiilel- 
ligeticc,  that  there  is  hurOly  tuty  B*iurec  fn>io  which  a  more 
indefinite  aimnint  of  iiniirovoiiiciit  may  be  looked  for  in 
jinnluetive  jjowtT,  thau  hy  eiiduMiiig  with  braiiijt  tiiowj  who 
now  Imve  only  hnnde.  The  carelnhiciw,  ccnnomy,  find  gen- 
eral truiitu-urtliinG»>g  of  labourpra  are  a»  imjmrtant  an  tliPir 
intelligence.  I'Viendly  relations,  and  a  c-onnminity  of  inter- 
oet  and  feeling  berwuou  labourers  and  enjployors,  are  emi- 
nently 80 :  I  should  rather  wiy,  would  be ;  for  I  know  not 
where  ajiy  sneb  sc-utinient  of  friendly  alliance  now  existe^ 
Nor  is  it  only  in  the  labouring  claas  that  iniprovemuDt  of 
mind  and  eharacter  operates  with  1>enttieial  effeet  even  on 
indnstry.  In  the  rieh  and  idle  elawcfi,  i^jlrea^ed  mental  en- 
ergj',  more  solid  inslruclion,  and  Btmnjrer  feelinjrs  of  con- 
■loienec*,  public  spirit,  or  philanthropy,  would  ijiialify  tlicni 
to  originate  and  promote  the  most  valuable  improvements, 
both  in  the  i^'onomiral  rc«(ourerH  of  tlieir  country,  and  in  ilH 
inslitutinns  and  eubtoms.  To  look  no  fnrthorthon  the  most 
obvious  phenomena ;  the  backwardness  of  French  ajrricul- 
turu  in  the  prwrisc  points  in  whit*b  benefit  niijrht  he  cxpoert- 
ed  from  the  inllueJiee  of  an  educ-Ated  (;lass,  ia  partly  ai.^tnmnt- 
ed  for  by  the  exchieivu  devotion  of  the  rielier  landed  pro- 
j'rieiora  to  town  intepcsls  and  town  jileasures.  Tliere  is 
scarcely  any  potu^iblu  ami-'lionitioii  of  Iintnan  atfairp  which 
would  not,  amon^  its  other  benetlts,  have  n  favom*able 
operation,  direct  or  Indirect,  uj»on  tho  prwlncliveni'Bii  of  in- 
du-ntry.  Tlie  intensity  of  devotion  to  indnslrial  itecupations 
wonld  indeed  in  many  eases  be  moderated  by  n  more  liberal 
and  genial  mental  culture,  l>nt  the  labour  actually  bcetoweil 
on  thi>so  occupations  would  almost  always  be  rendered  more 
cfiirctive. 

Before  pointing  out  the  princi|>al  infercntrcfi  to  Im?  drawn 
from  the  nature  of  the  two  Mita^roniRt  forces  by  which  the 
produelivenegs  of  ngrieultural  indutitry  is  determined,  we. 
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inuet.  observe  tluit.  wlint  we  Iiave  suitl  of  iigricultiiro,  ii*  true, 
wiUi  littlu  varintjuii,  uf  tliu  other  (K-<!U]>iitioiiH  whii;h  il  repre- 
sents ;  of  »I1  the  arts  which  extniel  niateniils  from  the  globe. 
Mining  iiuiuatrj',  I'ur  uxumpl^s  iistiiUlv  vields  itii  iiieieHJie  of 
produce  at  a  more  than  ]fropoitioDal  incretiso  of  cx]iense. 
It  docs  worae,  lor  even  its  eiiBloniiirj-  HiitiUitl  pruihire  re- 
quires to  bo  extracted  by  a  grenter  and  greuter  expenditure 
of  labour  and  capitd.  As  a  mine  does  not  rcprodnee  the 
coal  or  ore  taken  Horn  it,  not  only  are  all  niinea  at  la»t  ex- 
huostcil,  but  even  when  they  ne  yet  show  no  signs  of  ex- 
liaiistion,  they  must  be  worked  at  a  continually  inerenning 
cost ;  bbaft&  niti&t  be  sunk  deeper,  gallerieti  driven  farther, 
greater  power  applied  to  keep  ihem  clear  of  water;  the 
pmdiiee  uiuj-t  be  lifted  from  u  gn-afer  di-plli,  or  conveyed 
Q  greater  distance.  The  law  of  diniinibhing  return  appliee 
tbereforH  to  mining,  in  a  BtiU  more  unqualified  aenee  than 
to  agriculture :  but  the  antarroniziug  agency,  that  of  im- 
j)rovemeuta  in  prodtiction,  also  ap]>lics  in  a  still  greater  de- 
gree. Mining  operations  are  more  sueceptible  of  meelianicul 
improvemcnta  than  agricultural :  the  first  great  appUcadon 
of  the  Bteam-cngine  was  to  mining  ;  and  there  are  unlini)t<tl 
po«eibilitles  of  improvcntont  in  the  ehcuiical  proeesBus  by 
wbieh  tlio  mctnis  are  exti-acted.  There  is  anorher  contin- 
gency, of  no  unfri>quetit  oenurrence,  which  avails  to  eoun- 
terbulanee  the  progrcsB  of  all  exit>ting  niinei*  towaida  exhaus- 
tion :  tills  is,  the  discovery  of  new  ones,  equal  or  snjierior  in 
ricliuei>&. 

Tu  resninc ;  all  natural  agents  wbicb  ore  limited  in 
quantity,  are  not  only  limited  in  their  nltinuite  productive 
j>owei'.  but,  long  before  that  jiuwer  is  sti-etched  to  the  ut- 
most, tbey  yield  to  any  additiunal  demands  on  jirf^respivcly 
harder  terms,  lliis  law  may  however  be  suspended,  or 
temporarily  controlled,  by  wlintever  adds  to  the  general 
power  of  niankin<l  over  nature;  and  csiMjcially  by  any  ex- 
tension of  their  knowledge,  and  tbeir  consequent  command, 
of  ttie  ])roperties  and  powers  of  natural  agents. 
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^  1.  Fkom  tho  preccdiug  expoeition  it  apjicars  that  llio 
liiiiit  to  tlie  iitcrcjue  of  prwlaelion  is  two-fold  ;  from  dofi- 
oien{?)*  of  capital,  or  of  land.  Production  coiulij  to  a  paiisu, 
either  htH-nnso  the  eft'ectirc  dosiie  of  accumulation  is  not 
Btitlicient  to  give  Hftu  to  any  further  increase  of  capital,  or 
bi>cause,  however  disposed  the  |Mi8aciM>orh  of  flurj^hiiii  iuf^oinu 
may  be  to  save  a  portion  of  il,  ihe  limited  land  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  community  does  not  permit  additional  cajtital  to 
he  employed  with  such  a  return,  as  would  be  an  equivalent 
to  [hem  for  tlieir  abBtinenee. 

In  con^rics  where  the  principle  of  aetfuranlation  is  as 
wi'jik  nR  it  is  in  the  varlouti  nalionn  of  A&ia;  where  |M?ople 
will  neither  nave,  nor  work  to  obtain  the  mean:;  of  leaving, 
nnlesri  under  llio  inducement  of  enorniouisly  high  profits,  nor 
evi'-u  thi-n  if  it  Ih  neeespary  to  wait  a  conoid erabh*  time  for 
them  :  where  eilliirr  pnKliictionfl  remain  scanty,  nr  drudgery 
great,  because  there  is  neither  cnitital  forthcoming  nor  fure- 
ihou^ht  sufficient  for  the  aduption  of  the  contrivances  by 
which  natnral  a'Tont-?  are  made  to  do  the  work  of  biinmn  In- 
l>our ;  the  di^ideratutn  for  hucIi  n  country.  etrouomiLatly  con> 
siden?d»  is  an  increase  of  industry,  and  of  the  effective  desire 
of  aectmiulatiun.  The  means  are,  first,  a  better  prr»vern- 
meut  :  more  complete  wHMirity  of  propt.'rty  ;  mtMlcratt!  taxes, 
and  fVcedoin  from  arbitrary  exaction  under  tiie  name  of 
taxed ;  a  more  pennaneni  and  more  Hdvanta|!i*ons  tenure  of 
Iftnd,  securing  to  the  cultivator  as  far  as  ^tofibible  iha  audi- 
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vided  benefits  of  tlie  indufjlry,  ekjll,  and  economy  ho  may 
ex*^rt.  Seeondly,  inijtroveirient  of  the  public  intelligt'iice : 
»he  decay  of  UEages  or  superstitious  w)iich  iuterfere  witli 
tbe  i-ffeccive  employment  ot'  industry  ;  and  the  gmwtii  of 
mental  at:tivity,  making  the  people  alive  to  nuw  objects  of 
desire.  Thirdly,  the  iutruductiori  of  foreign  arts,  -whieli 
raitie  the  returuii  derivable  from  additional  eapital,  to  a  ratu 
correeponding  to  the  low  strength  of  the  desire  of  aveumu- 
latioii  :  and  the  importation  of  foreign  capital,  which  reu- 
ders  the  increase  of  prMluctioii  no  longer  exifhiMvely  depen- 
dent on  the  thrift  or  pinvidcnee  of  the  inhabitants  tliciu- 
Belves,  while  it  plates  before  them  a  stimulating  example, 
and  by  instilling  now  ideas  and  breaking  the  chain;^  uf  hab- 
it, if  not  by  improving  llic  actual  condition  of  the  popula- 
tion, tends  to  create  in  them  new  wants,  inci'cas^.'d  ambition, 
and  greater  thonght  for  the  future.  These  considerations 
apply  more  or  lesw  to  all  the  Asiatic  i>opulatinns,  and  to  the 
les«  civilized  and  industrious  ])iirt  of  £nropc,  as  Itnssiu, 
Hungary,  Spain,  and  Ireland. 

§  2.  Rut  Ihore  are  other  countries,  and  Enghuid  is  at  tbe 
head  of  them,  in  which  neither  tbe  spirit  of  industry  nor  the 
effective  desire  of  acennuilation  need  any  encouragement ; 
where  the  people  will  toil  hard  for  a  sniali  remuneration, 
and  save  nuuh  for  a  small  profit ;  where,  though  the  gen- 
eral tliriftiiie*w  of  the  labouring  <!Ih8s  is  much  below  what  ift 
desirable,  the  spirit  of  accunmhition  in  the  more  prospcrona 
part  of  the  cotiimnnily  rccpiiii's  abatement  rather  than  in- 
crcaac.  In  tlieee  countries  thero  would  never  be  any  defi- 
cieney  of  capital,  if  its  increase  were  never  chocked  or 
brought  to  a  stand  by  too  great  a  diminution  of  ita  re- 
turns. Tt  is  tbe  tendency  of  the  rotnme  to  a  progrcssiTO 
diminution,  which  ean^s  the  increase  of  production  to  be 
often  attended  with  a  deterioration  in  the  condition  of  the 
producei-H ;  and  this  tendency,  which  would  in  lime  put  an 
end  to  increai-c  of  production  altogether,  is  a  result  of  the 
necessary  and  inherent  conditions  of  production  from  tJxe 
land. 
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In  all  countrios  which  have  passed  boyund  u  very  esirlv 
Eli^u  ill  iLu  jirogi*cs8  of  agriculture,  every  inerease  in  llie 
deinund  for  t'ooti,  wcaaioned  by  incrt'ssed  popiiluHon,  will 
nlwavrt,  uules^  there  is  a^iiimltancous  iiiiprovetiUMit  in  pro- 
duction, dimitii?>)L  the  ^liaro  which  on  a  fair  diri&ion  would 
tall  to  ea<;h  iudivtduat.  Au  increased  production,  in  default 
of  unoecnpiwd  Irncts  of  firtile  land,  or  of  frcub  iniprove- 
nientH  tending  to  cheapen  eomniodiliett,  can  nevyr  bo  ob- 
tained but  by  increasing  the  labour  in  more  tlian  the  same 
proportion.  Tlie  population  nniat  cither  work  harder,  or 
eat  less,  or  obtain  their  usual  food  by  sai-rificinp  a  part  of 
their  other  mistoniiiry  eotnforts.  "Wlienevcr  this  necessity 
ifi  pu8tponcd,  it  is  because  the  improveincnta  whi<.>h  facili- 
late  production  continue  progressive;  because  the  eontriv- 
anecA  ot'  mankind  tur  making  their  labour  more  efl'ectivo, 
keep  up  an  equal  struggle  with  nature,  and  extort  fresh  re- 
wnirecB  from  lier  reluctant  jiowera  ae  fast  as  human  uecea-j 
hiticii  o<'-eupy  and  cngrotiti  the  old. 

From  this,  results  the  important  corollary,  that  the  ne- 
rojipity  of  re-straining  p<>puIation  is  not,  as  many  pers5ons  be- 
lieve, peculiar  to  a  condition  of  great  inerpiality  of  properly. 
A  gruiiler  nnmlier  of  people  cannot,  in  any  given  state  of 
civilization,  be  colle^'tively  so  well  provided  for  as  a  emaller. 
The  ni^ardlineiia  of  nature,  not  the  injuaticc  of  society,  is 
the  cause  of  the  penalty  attaeltcd  to  over-population.  An 
unjust  distribution  of  wealth  docs  not  even  aggravate  the 
evil,  but,  at  moat,  causes  it  to  be  somewhat  eiu-licr  felt.  It 
is  iu  vain  to  say,  that  all  mouths  which  the  increase  of 
mankind  calls  into  existence  bring  with  thcni  hands.  The 
new  mouths  require  as  nmch  food  as  the  old  ones,  and 
the  hands  do  not  produce  as  much.  If  all  intttrumcnt!)  of 
]>roduetion  were  held  in  joint  property  by  the  whole  jK-ople, 
and  the  |)rodiiec  divided  with  perfect  equality  among  tlieni, 
luid  if  in  a  society  thus  constituted,  industry  were  as  ener- 
geth;  aud  the  produce  oa  ample  as  at  present,  there  would 
be  enough  to  make  all  the  existing  population  extremely 
iioinlbrtablc  ;  but  when  that  pupulution  had  doubled  It^^lC^ 


246 


BOOK    I.    CTIAPTKIl  XIU.     §* 


as,  with  tlie  exi'stiug  linbiU  of  tliu  jhmjijIc,  under  snch  an  en- 
couragement, it  niidoubletUy  wuuld  in  iittlu  uiuru  tliui 
twenty  years,  what  would  then  be  tlieir  condition  (  Unless 
the  arts  of  production  were  in  the  sami:  tiiii«  iniprored  in 
an  abiioBt  unexampled  degree,  the  inferior  goiU  wliich  must 
bu  rusorted  to,  (ind  the  inure  laborious  and  scantily  remu- 
nerative eultiTation  which  uiiist  be  employed  on  the  8U|>e- 
rior  Boilfl,  to  pi*ocure  food  for  so  much  larger  a  iwpulation, 
would,  by  an  insuperable  necessity,  render  erery  individual 
in  the  community  poorer  than  before.  If  the  population 
continued  to  iniTuase  at  the  tiamc  rate,  a  time  would  soon 
arrive  when  no  one  would  have  more  than  mere  necessaries, 
and,  soon  after,  a  time  when  no  one  wonld  have  a  gufticiency 
of  those,  and  the  further  increase  of  population  would  be 
arrested  by  death. 

Whetlier,  at  the  present  or  any  other  time^  the  produce 
of  industry,  proportionally  to  the  labonr  employed,  is  iu- 
ereaaing  or  diminishing,  and  the  average  condition  of  the 
people  improving  or  di^tcrioratins,  depends  upon  whelber 
Iwpulation  is  advancing  faster  than  improvement,  or  im- 
provement than  population.  Aft-er  a  degree  of  density  baa 
been  attained,  tnifficicnt  to  allow  the  principal  bcneJita  of 
combiuatiun  uf  labour,  all  further  increase  tends  in  itself  to 
mischief,  so  far  as  regards  the  avoi-ago  condition  of  tlie  peo- 
jile  ;  but  the  progress  of  improvement  has  a  counteracting 
operation,  and  allows  of  increased  numbers  without  any 
deterioration,  anil  even  eonsisitently  with  a  Iiigher  avenige 
of  comfort.  Improvement  ninst  here  he  nnderstixid  in  a 
wide  sense,  including  not  only  new  industrial  inventions,  or 
an  extended  use  of  tllo^e  already  known,  but  impmvomonts 
in  institutions,  education,  opinions^  and  human  atluini  gen- 
erally, provided  they  tend,  as  almost  all  improvements  do, 
to  give  new  motives  or  new  far-ilities  to  prwluction.  if  the 
prorluclivp  priwtjra  of  the  country  increase  a^  rapidly  us  ad- 
vancing numbers  call  for  an  augmentation  of  pnxluce,  it  la 
not  necessary  to  obtain  that  augnnfntation  by  tliL'  cultivation 
of  soils  moiv  sterile  than  the  worst  already  under  culture,  or 
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by  H|>|<lvmt;  HiMitioiiAl  lalioiir  to  (be  i>1d  soils  at  n  iliiniai^licU 
adviuitngv ;  or  at  all  event*  this  lofis  of  power  is  eomjten- 
Bated  by  the  iiiereascil  eflieieticy  witii  which,  iii  the  ])roj^re86 
of  iiiiproveineiil,  labour  is  employeil  in  iiiaiiufa<.-turcs.  In' 
one  wuy  or  the  otiier,  the  iiKreawtl  popuhition  is  |iruvidc(l 
tor,  and  all  are  aa  well  off  as  l>efore.  But  if  tlie  gn)wtli  of 
human  power  over  nature  is  6U.>pendod  or  slackened,  and 
]>o[mliition  tloes  not  slacken  ita  increase;  if,  with  only  tlio 
existing  eonnnand  over  natural  ag;enries,  those  nj!;encies  are 
called  upon  fur  an  iuereat-ed  prudm^?;  this  givutcr  produce 
will  not  be  afforded  to  the  increased  population,  without 
citlier  demanding  on  the  nvcmge  a  greater  effort  from  e^ich, 
or  on  the  average  reducing  each  to  a  smaltcr  ration  out  of 
the  agfrregate  pnxhice. 

A(i  a  matter  of  fad,  at  BOnio  jicrioda  the  progress  of  pojv 
nlation  has  been  the  more  ra)>id  of  the  two,  at  others,  that 
of  imjimvcmciit.  In  Knglniul  during  a  long  interval  pre- 
ceding the  Kreucii  Revuhiliim,  jiopulatiifu  increaw.-d  slowly; 
bnt  the  pn^'ess  of  improvement,  at  least  in  agriculture, 
would  seem  to  Iiave  been  still  slower,  since  though  nothing 
occuri-cd  to  lower  tJie  value  of  the  precious  metals,  the  price 
of  com  rose  considerably,  and  England,  from  an  exporting, 
became  an  im]x>rting  country.  ThiB  evidt-nce,  however,  ie 
not  ipiite  eflncliisive,  innsnmch  ns  the  cMraordinan'  nnmher 
of  abundant  M^a^ontt  during  the  first  half  of  the  century,  not 
continuing  during  the  lajst,  was  a  eans-e  of  increased  price 
in  the  hiler  peritHl,  extrinsic  to  tlie  ordinary  progrew  of  so- 
ciety. "VThether  during  the  same  period  improvementa  in 
manufactnrcft,  or  diminished  cost  of  imported  c<tmmoditif?s, 
uiade  iiiiiends  for  the  dimiuitilicd  productiv^tmeas  of  laboiur 
on  the  land,  is  nnr-ertain.  Uut  evt-r  since  the  groat  mechan- 
icul  inventions  of  W;itt.  Arkwright,  and  their  cotempiira- 
ricA,  the  return  to  laliour  hti?  probahly  incre!i8e<l  as  fast  as 
the  populutina  :  and  would  oven  have  outstrippetl  it,  if  that 
very  angtnentjition  of  return  had  not  called  forth  an  addi- 
tional jK>rtion  of  tlie  inherent  power  of  multipHcaTion  in  the 
human  specii's.     During  the  twenty  or  xU\vt^  -^v-'as*  VrisN, 
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elapsed)  so  rapid  has  hcen  the  cxteusion  of  improved  pro- 
t'Ciwes  of  agriculture,  thnt  even  the  laud  yields  a  greater 
produce  in  pi'U{H3rLiuii  tu  tlie  liilHiiir  euiphtyed ;  the  average 
price  of  c<ini  iiH<l  become  dwidinily  lower,  even  before  ilie 
repeal  of  the  <K>rn  I.'iwr  hml  t^u  iii:iteriiiily  lightened,  for  the 
time  being,  the  pressure  of  j>o|iulailou  upon  production. 
But  though  iniproTcnient  may  during  a  certain  spaeo  of 
time  keep  up  with,  or  even  biirj-nss,  the  actual  increii^  of 
population,  it  aseuredly  never  foines  up  to  the  rale  of  in- 
erease  of  which  population  is  eapalile :  and  notliing  could 
hiive  prevented  u  general  dptcrioriition  in  llie  condition  of 
tlic  luuunn  race,  were  it  not  that  jwpulation  has  in  fact  been 
restrained.  Had  it  been  reKtrnined  Btill  morcand  theBame 
iinprf'Vements  taken  place,  there  would  have  been  a  larger 
dividend  than  tlicre  now  is,  for  tlie  nation  or  the  gpe^ies  at 
lar^.  The  now  ground  wnmg  from  naturo  by  the  im- 
proToment)*  wmuM  ni)t  have  been  all  used  up  in  the  support 
of  mere  niimbers.  Though  the  groee  produce  would  not 
have  been  6o  great,  there  would  have  beeu  a  greater  prod- 
uce per  head  of  tiic  population. 


§  3.  When  the  growt]i  of  nuuibors  outstripe  the  progrcw 
of  improvement,  and  a  country  is  driven  to  obtain  the  nieanft 
of  subsist enco  nn  terms  more  and  more  unfavourable,  by  the 
inability  of  it»  land  to  meel  ii<lditional  demands  except  on 
more  onerous  conditions;  there  are  two  expedients  by  which 
it  mav  hnptf  to  mitigate  that  tlittagreoable  necessity,  even 
though  no  change  fehould  take  place  in  the  habits  of  the 
people  with  respect  to  their  rate  of  inerease.  One  of  these 
expCNlieiit-i  is  the  importation  of  Utod  from  abroad.  'Hie 
other  iri  emigration. 

Tlie  admisi^ion  of  cheaper  food  from  a  foreign  cotintry,  i» 
equivalent  to  an  agricuUural  invention  by  which  food  could 
be  mii*ed  at  a  similarly  diminir^hed  cost  at  home.  It  equally 
increases  the  jiroductive  jiower  of  lalwur.  The  return  waa 
before,  so  much  food  for  so  much  lalnmr  employed  in  the 
growth  of  food  t  the  return  is  now,  a  greater  quuDtity  of 
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ftpod,  for  the  smiie  labour  employed  in  producing  cottons  or 
Inrdware,  or  wsnic  other  commodity  to  be  givt-n  hi  cxchungo 
for  food.  The  one  iinprovemcut,  like  tbo  other,  tiirows 
back  t!ie  decline  of  tlie  productive  power  of  labour  by  a 
rerbiin  disdiiK-L* :  but  in  tliu  une  caj*e  iis  in  the  other,  it  ini- 
Miediatciy  resumes  itacouree;  the  tide  whieli  lias  receded, 
ini^tantly  begins  to  ru-advaure.  It  iiii<;ht  Meem,  indui^l,  that 
when  a  country  draws  its  Bupply  of  ftjod  from  so  wide  a  sur^ 
face  as  tliv  whole  habitable  j<l*^be,  so  little  imprcaision  can  be 
produced  on  that  i^eat  expaiisti  by  any  im^reiuo  of  nionttie 
in  one  small  comer  of  it,  tliat  the  inhabitantt^  of  tbe  country 
may  double  and  treble  their  numbers,  without  feeling  the 
effect  iu  any  increased  tcu.sion  of  tho-sprinp?  of  prtHhii-tluii. 
or  any  enhancement  of  the  price  of  food  throughout  tlie 
world.  But  in  this  culculalion  several  things  are  ovui^ 
looked. 

In  the  first  place,  the  foreign  regions  from  which  com 
can  l)e  iiiipiii-tf<l  do  not  comprise  the  whole  jrlobe,  but  tliosu 
parts  of  it  tilmost  ulone,  which  are  iu  tbc  inmiediatc  ueigh- 
bonrbood  of  coasts  or  navigable  rivers.  Tlie  coast  is  the 
part  of  most  cimnlrics  wliirh  is  earliest  and  most  thickly 
peopled,  and  has  seldom  any  food  to  spare.  The  chief 
source  of  supply,  then^fure,  is  the  strip  of  country  along  (he 
Aanks  of  some  navigable  river,  as  the  Nile,  the  Vistula,  or 
(he  Miasiasippi ;  and  of  snch  there  is  not,  in  the  produ4'tive 
regions  of  the  earth,  so  great  a  multitude,  as  to  suflicc  dur- 
ing nn  indefinite  time  for  a  rapidly  growing  demand,  with- 
out an  increasing  strain  on  the  pnwhu^tive  powers  of  the  soil. 
To  obtain  auxiliai'y  supplies  of  com  from  the  interior  in  any 
abundance,  would,  in  the  existing  stAte  of  the  communica- 
tions. 1)0  hopeless.  By  impi-oved  roads,  and  iirtcn  i)y  canids 
and  railways,  tlie  obstacde  will  be  so  reduced  as  not  to  bo 
insuperable :  but  this  is  a  slow  progress ;  in  all  the  food- 
exporting  cnuntrics  except  America,  a  very  slow  progress; 
and  one  which  cannot  keep  pace  with  population,  unices  the 
increase  of  the  last  is  very  eiTectuaUy  restrained. 

In  the  next  place,  even  if  l\\e  suyv^^  "wwt  ^xwwtv  Sxws^ 
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the  wliole  instfad  uf  a  siiiaU  piirt  of  the  6iirlfu;c  of  tli«  ex- 
portin|B:  countries,  the  qu«ulity  ot*  ibofl  would  still  be  lim- 
ited, whieli  cnuld  bo  obtained  troin  tlniiii  witliout  »n  in- 
crease of  tlto  proportional  cost.  Tlio  countncfi  wiueh  export 
fcKid  limy  Ite  divided  into  two  classes ;  tliitse  in  wliieli  the 
effective  doiiire  of  actmiiiiilation  is  strong,  and  thoge  in 
which  it  is  weak.  In  Anstrnlin  and  tl»e  United  States  uf 
America,  the  effective  desire  of  accumnlaiiou  Is  t>trong; 
capital  increases  fa^l,  and  the  production  of  food  might  be 
very  rajiidly  extended.  Bnt  in  sncli  eonntries  pi»i)iilation 
also  increases  with  extraiirdijiary  rapidity.  Their  agricul- 
ture has  to  provide  for  tlieir  own  cxjianding  nnmbcrs,  as 
M'cll  as  f(ir  thuMi  of  tlie  iuiportinj;  countries.  ITiey  must, 
therefore,  trom  tho  nature  of  the  case,  Iw  rapidly  driven,  if 
not  to  less  fertile,  at  least  what  is  rqnivnlont,  to  rcm<itcr 
and  les^  accet^i-ililc  laiidti,  and  to  modes  of  cultivation  like 
those  of  old  countries,  less  productive  iu  proportion  to  tho 
liihour  and  expeii&e. 

But  tlic  eonntrtes  which  have  at  the  saine  time  elteap 
food  and  great  industi*ial  proq)erity  are  few,  being  only 
those  in  which  the  arts  of  ctivilizcil  life  have  been  traiin- 
fciTcd  fuU  grown  to  a  rich  and  luicultivalcd  soil.  Among 
old  countries,  those  which  are  able  to  export  food,  are  able 
only  because  tiicir  induHlry  is  in  a  very  backward  stale ;  be- 
cause capital,  aud  licnce  population,  have  never  increased 
Rufficieutly  to  make  food  rise  to  a  higher  price.  Such  coun- 
tries arc  Itussia,  Poland,  and  Hungary.  In  those  regions 
the  effective  defiirc  of  aecnmnlation  is  weak,  the  arts  of  pro- 
duction most  imperfect,  ca]>ital  scanty,  and  its  IniTease.,  e»> 
pecialiy  fix)ni  domestic  Bonreea,  slow.  When  an  increased 
d(^niand  mxise  for  food  to  be  exported  to  other  countries,  it 
would  only  be  very  gradually  that  food  could  be  produced 
to  meet  it.  The  capital  needed  could  not  he  obtained  by 
transfer  from  other  employments^  for  such  do  not  exist. 
The  cottons  or  hardware  which  would  lie  reeeivcil  from 
England  in  exchange  for  com,  the  Russiatts  and  Poles  do 
Dot  aov  prodnce  in  t\ie  eoniMTv  ■.  \\\ct  ^o  ■wvth.nut  them. 
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Soiiietliing  iniglit  in  time  be  expected  from  the  intTcascd 
excrlioriti  lo  whifli  prtHliurtTs  would  be  litiiiiiiluttHl  hy  the 
rnJtrki't  opt'iiwl  for  tlieir  produce  ;  but  to  eticli  incroiifio  of 
csertioii,  the  iustituttuna  of  cuuntrics  whusu  af^iniltural 
]Kj|)ulatinn  t'linsist*  of  serfs,  or  of  peo&ants  in  an  almofct  ser- 
vile <;uiiditi<ju,  urc  the  rm't'rtte  (ff  fuvourable,  and  even  in 
this  age  of  moTcmcnt  these  in&litutious  do  not  rapidly 
change.  If  »  greater  outlay  of  capital  is  relied  on  ad  tlto 
source  from  which  thu  pri>duce  is  to  Iw  inort^aawl,  the  means 
must  either  be  obtained  by  the  slow  jiroecRS  of  saving,  under 
tlie  iuipulbe  |;iv'en  hy  new  coininoditii«  and  more  extended 
intoreourso  (and  in  that  ease  tlie  ]K>puh)tion  wouhl  most 
likely  increaMo  as  fast),  or  nnigt  Xm  brunght  in  troni  foreign 
countricA.  If  England  ia  to  obtain  a  rajjidly  increasing 
Ktipply  of  corn  Jrom  Rufleia  or  Polarnl,  English  capital  must 
go  tlicre  to  produce  it.  TliiM,  howi^vcr,  is  attended  with  au 
nmiiy  difficulties,  as  are  etpnvalent  to  great  positive  disad- 
vantages. It  is  opiKiaed  by  differences  of  language,  difii-r- 
enccs  of  nianueni,  and  a  ihoUKand  oWtwdea  ariiiing  from  the 
institutions  and  social  relations  of  tlie  eonntry :  and  after 
all  it  would  inevitably  »n  »tiiinilate  jM)pulati(in  on  tlic  Bpot, 
tliat  nearly  all  the  incroa&c  of  tbod  produced  by  its  means, 
would  pn>bably  be  consumed  without  leaving  the  ("omitry  ; 
fio  Uial  if  it  wcrt:  not  the  almost  only  mode  of  intmduciiig 
foreign  arts  and  idea.'*,  and  giving  an  effectual  spur  to  the 
biit'kward  civilisation  of  those  e<»untrieti,  little  reliaiicu  could 
be  placed  on  it  for  iuereaKing  the  exp(^rts,  and  supplying 
other  countries  with  a  progressive  and  indetinite  increatw  of 
food.  But  to  improve  tlu;  civilization  of  a  country  is  a  fliow 
proeosB,  and  gives  time  tor  so  great  an  increase  of  population 
Imth  in  the  country  itself,  ami  in  those  supplied  from  it, 
that  ittt  eifect  in  keeping  down  the  price  of  food  against 
the  increase  of  demand,  is  not  likely  to  be  more  dwisive  on 
the  scale  of  all  Europe,  than  on  tlic  smaller  one  of  a  partic- 
ular nation. 

Tlic  law,  therefore^  of  dtniiuishing  return  to  industry, 
whenever  population  makes  a  move  ra.\i\4  ^x^j^ksSi  >!ftasi  ^'o^ 
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provoment,  is  not  Boldy  »ppliail>le  to  vonntried  which  are 
ffd  IVuiu  tlioir  ovm  suit,  but  iu  sulistniR-c  applies  ipiitv  as 
mnch  to  tiinse  wliich  .iru  williiifj;  tn  dniw  tbcir  I'ouJ  from 
Hny  jitr<ru»iil)Ic  quarter  that  can  aliurd  it  fhtaptet.  A  sud- 
(IcD  and  great  cheapening  of  tbod»  iifdced,  in  whatever 
manner  produeed,  wuuld,  like  any  other  eudden  improve- 
ment iu  tbc  aria  uf  life,  fJirc»w  tiic  natural  tendency  of  affaire 
a  stage  or  two  further  baitk,  thougli  without  altering  its 
course.  TJieitJ  is  on«  eontingelicy  ruiineeted  with  rree<iom 
of  importation,  which  may  yet  produce  temporary  effeets 
greater  tiian  were  over  (contemplated  either  by  the  bittereet 
enemies  or  the  moat  arilent  adherents  of  fi-ee-trade  in  food. 
Maize,  or  Indian  corn,  is  a  product  capable  of  being  sup- 
plied in  quantity  sutiieient  to  feml  tliu  whole  country,  at  a 
cost,  allowing  for  difteronce  i>l'  nutritive  quality,  cheaper 
even  than  the  potato.  If  maize  should  ever  substitute  it- 
self for  wheat  as  the  staple  ftto(l  of  the  pttor,  the  productive 
power  of  labour  in  obtaining  food  would  be  so  cn(irmou.sly 
inerpase<1,  and  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  family  so  di- 
miuibhed,  that  it  would  inquire  pt-rhapH  Mime  gcneraliuiis  foi 
population*  even  tf  it  started  forwawi  at  an  Ameriean  pace, 
to  overtake  tliis  great  acccBBiou  tu  (he  iWilitieH  of  it^  sup- 
port. 


§  4.  Besides  the  importation  of  corn,  there  is  auothet 
resource  whli-h  can  be  invoked  by  a  nation  whose  increasing 
nnmbcrs  press  hard,  not  against  their  capital,  but  agninst 
tiie  productive  fapaciiy  of  their  land  :  I  mean  Emigration, 
especially  in  the  tbrm  of  Colonization.  Of  this  remedy  the 
efficacy  as  far  as  it  goes  is  real,  since  it  consists  in  seeking 
elsewhere  those  nnoecnpied  tracts  of  fertile  land,  which  if 
they  existed  at  home  would  enable  the  demand  of  an  In- 
creasing population  to  be  met  without  any  falling  off  in  the 
prod uc liven r»s  of  labour.  Aei^ordingly,  when  the  region  to 
be  colonized  is  near  at  hand,  and  the  habits  and  tastes  of 
the  people  sufficiently  migratory,  this  remedy  is  completely 
eSeetnal.    The  micraiion  fvoTft  \\ic  o\icT  v**\?'  ^K  rV.  Awier- 
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ican  C'onfctlcnitiuii  to  die  new  tcrritorios,  which  is  to  all  in- 
ttuts  aiiJ  purjiotjca  coluiiizatioii,  is  what  cnubles  populatiun 
to  go  on  tinchcfked  tlirou^ltout  the  Union  without  Imviug 
yvl  diiumifliinl  tlic  return  to  imluBtry,  «r  increasi-il  the  diffi- 
ciiU}'  of  earning  a  8Tibsiat<,'Ui-e.  If  Aii6tralia  or  the  interior 
of  Canada  were  as  nrur  to  Great  Bntain  aa  Wiflt'ongm  ftnd 
luwa  to  Xuw  York  ;  if  the  superfluous  people  rould  rcnKivo 
to  it  without  eroding  the  et-a,  imd  were  of  as  ftdventurooft 
and  restless  a  ehuraeter,  and  as  littlu  addiirted  to  stAvins  at 
iiume,  as  their  kinsfolk  uf  Xew  Kngland,  thoee  ampofjpletl 
ettntineutR  woiih!  render  the  same  ficrnce  to  tlie  United 
Kingdom  whieU  the  old  states  of  Ameriea  derive  from  the 
new.  But,  these  thinu^s  bein-;  as  tiiey  are — though  a  judi- 
ciously conduftud  eiuigraliun  is  a  most  important  resource 
for  suddenly  lightening  the  pressure  of  population  by  a  sin- 
gk'  effort — ami  though  in  sncli  an  extraordinary  case  as  that 
of  Ireland  under  the  thi-eefuld  operation  of  the  potato  fail- 
ure, the  poor  law,  and  the  general  turning  out  of  ti;nanlry 
throughout  the  country,  spontaneous  emigration  may  at  a 
particular  crisis  remove  greater  multitudes  than  it  was  ever 
proposed  to  remove  at  once  hy  any  national  scheme  ;  there 
ittno  probability  that  even  under  the  most  enlightened  ar- 
raugementa  a  permanent  stivam  of  emigration  could  he  kept 
up.  sufficient  to  take  ofl",  as  in  America,  all  that  portion  of 
the  annual  increase  (when  proceeding  at  itA  greatest  rapid- 
itj')  whieli  being  in  excess  of  the  progress  made  during  the 
same  short  periird  hi  the  arirf  of  lite,  teiida  to  render  living 
more  ditlicult  for  every  averaf^ely-situatcd  individual  in  the 
eommunity.  And  unk-ss  this  can  be  done,  emigration  can- 
not, even  in  an  eron<tmii'nl  point  of  view,  dispense  with  the 
neeesaity  of  cheeks  to  population.  Further  than  tliis  wo 
have  not  to  speak  of  it  in  this  place.  The  general  subject 
of  colonization  as  a  practicul  qnesttnn.  its  imp<irtancc  to  tlda 
country,  and  the  prim-iplea  on  which  it  should  be  conduct- 
ed, will  l>e  discussed  at  some  length  in  a  subsequent  portion 
of  tliis  treatise. 
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§  1.  The  principK^  which  have  been  act  forth  in  the 
first  part  of  tins  Tn*iitiiw,  are,  in  ccrtRin  reepecte,  fttrontjly 
(iititingiiishcd  from  those,  on  tlie  con&idcration  of  wliiuh  we 
are  iiuw  »hont  to  enter.     The  Ihwb  and  cunditiunH  of  the 
pniduction  of  wealtli,  partake  of  the  chamcter  of  plivsical. 
tnitiie.     Tliere  is  nothin-;  optidual  or  arbitrar}-  in  them. 
Whattfver   maiikini)    priKluce,    muRt   be  pro^hii't^l    in    the , 
modes,  and  nndcr  the  eonditioug,  impoi^ed  hy  the  constitu- 
tion of  extornal  thinjEfs,  and  by  the  inlion^nt  proix?Tfies  of 
ihuir  own  hudily  and  mental  strntture.     WiietluT  thev  Ukol 
it  or  Dot*  their  prodnetions  will  be  limited  br  the  amount 
ttf  tlieir  previotis  a(;('umidutioTi,  and,  that  beiii;;  piven,  it 
will  be  proportional  to  their  i-ncrjry.  their  «kilh  the  perfeo- 
tioD  of  their  niarhincry,  and  tlipir  jndieione  nsc  of  the  ad-j 
vantajLTOs  of  conihinc*!  labour.     Wliether  they  like  it  or  not, 
a  double  quantity  of  labour  will  not  raise,  on  the  ttanie  land, 
tt  double  quantity  of  fix>d,  unless  some  improvement  takes 
)dace  in  the  propei<aes  of  cultivation.     Wliether  they  like  it 
or  not,  the  unprtKluctivc  expenditure  of  individuals  will  pro 
tunto  tend  to  ini[K>veri8h  the  community,  and  only  th«ic 
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productive  expenditure  will  tmricli  it.  The  opinions,  or  tbc 
wislieft,  wKidi  may  exist  on  these  different  matters,  do  not 
eontrol  the  thiugs  tlieinsclvca.  AVu  caituot,  indi-ed,  foresee 
to  what  extent  tlie  niodi«  of  ]>r<Mlnction  may  he.  ulrered,  or 
the  produetiveneBS  of  hiliour  inr.n^iUt-d,  hy  future  extensiunB 
of  our  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  nature  suggesting  new  pro- 
cesses of  induiitry  of  wliinh  we  liave  at  pn-»eut  no  concep- 
tion. But  howsoever  we  may  succeLd  in  making  for  our- 
selves more  spoee  witiiiu  the  limits  set  by  the  constitution 
of  thiugs,  we  know  that  there  must  lie  Hmita.  We  cannot 
alter  the  ulliiuate  properties  either  of  matter  or  ijiinf.l.  but 
can  only  employ  thonn^  proiitTlitift  more  or  letw  pnt'c-iwufully, 
tu  bring  about  the  events  in  wluch  we  are  interested. 

It  is  not  ho  with  the  Diiitribution  of  Weallii.  That  is  a 
matter  of  human  iiitrtitutiun  solely.  The  tilings  once  tlicre, 
mankind^  imiividualfy  or  oolloctively,  can  do  with  them  u 
they  like.  They  can  place  them  at  the  disjKisal  of  whomso- 
ever tliey  ])leasej  and  on  whatever  teniis.  Furtlicr,  in  tJie 
fiocial  Mate,  in  every  gtato  except  total  solitude,  any  disposal 
whatever  of  them  can  only  take  place  by  the  consent  of  bo- 
cioty,  or  rather  of  those  w-ho  dispose  of  its  active  force. 
Even  wliat  a  person  has  produced  by  his  individual  toil, 
unaiiled  by  any  one,  he  eaunot  keep,  unless  by  the  i*ermis* 
sion  of  society.  Not  only  can  society  take  it  from  ]»im»  but 
individuals  could  and  would  take  it  fittm  Iiirn,  if  flociely 
only  remained  ]>assive ;  if  it  did  not  either  interfere  &n 
vta^/i£^  or  employ  and  pay  people  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting liiin  (Vom  being  disturbed  in  the  possession.  Tho 
diiitribntion  of  wealth,  therefore,  depends  on  the  laws  and 
customs  of  society.  Ilie  niles  by  which  it  is  determined, 
!  are  what  the  opinions  atul  feelings  of  the  rnling  portion  of 
I  the  community  make  them,  and  are  very  different  in  differ- 
ent ages  and  countries;  and  might  be  stiil  more  different, 
if  mankind  so  chose. 

Tlie  opinions  and  feelings  of  mankind,  doubtlc«,  are  not 
a  matter  of  chance.  Tlicy  are  consequences  of  the  fundii- 
wental  Jaws  of  human  nature,  oonibined  with  the  existing 
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tate  of  knowlL'dgeamlexjHiriBiHTc  ami  the  cxititiiiir  coiuIitioQ 
f  tiK'iuI  iiistitulioiis  and  ititelleL-iual  and  morul  culture. 
But  the  laws  of  the  generation  of  human  opinions  are  not 
within  our  })redent  subject.  They  are  part  nf  tlie  funeral 
theory  of  human  ]irog;re«t<,  a  far  larger  and  more  difficult 
Buhject  of  inquiry  than  j>ulitical  economy.  We  have  here 
to  consider,  not  tlie  causes,  but  the  eonH?quciiccs,  of  the 
rides  aecordinji;  to  which  wealth  may  be  dii*tribtitcd.  Those, 
at  leaiit,  are  as  iittio  arbitrary,  and  liave  afi  much  the  cliar- 
aotcr  of  pbys^icul  laws,  as  the  laws  of  production.  Human 
boinps  can  cuntrol  ihcir  own  acts,  but  not  the  conscfiuoncee 
of  tlicir  acts  eitlicr  to  thcuiMflves  or  to  others.  Society  can 
eubject  the  distrilmtion  of  wealth  to  whatever  rules  it  thinks 
best ;  but  what  practical  rcmilts  will  flow  from  the  operation 
of  those  niles,  niu»t  be  discovered,  like  any  other  physical  or 
menial  truth^^  by  obi^ervation  and  reasoning. 

We  pnice«Nl,  then,  to  the  ronsidi'ration  of  the  different 
modes  of  distributing  the  produce  of  land  and  hibonr,  which 
have  been  adopted  in  practice,  or  may  be  conceived  in  the- 
ory. Among  these,  our  attention  is  first  claimed  by  that 
primary  and  fundamental  ins-titntion,  on  which,  nnlcn**  in 
mmo  exceptional  and  very  limited  cases,  the  economical  ar- 
ranjjementii  of  society  have  always  rested,  ihoutjb  in  its  sec- 
ondary features  it  has  varied,  and  ie  liable  to  vary.  1. 
mean,  of  course,  the  inntitiition  of  individual  property. 

g  2.  Private  property,  as  an  institution,  did  not  owe  its 
origin  to  any  (if  those  c^msiderations  of  utility,  which  ]ilead 
for  the  maintenance  of  it  when  established.  Enou|.di  is 
known  of  nide  agca,  both  trom  history  and  from  analo^roii* 
static  of  society  in  our  own  time,  to  show,  that  trilMuiaU 
(which  always  precede  laws)  were  originally  establishe^l,  not 
to  determine  rij^lita,  but  to  ropres*^  violence  and  terminiite 
i]unrrcli>.  With  this  object  cbicfiy  in  view,  they  naturally 
enongh  gave  legal  effect  to  fin^t  oeenpancy,  by  treating  as 
the  iiifgresftor  the  ]ier>on  who  first  ciunnenced  violence,  by 
turning,  or  uttenipting  to  turn,  oiuitlicr  out  of  ^ofteKKsAao.. 


S60 


BOOK   II.      CHAPTER  I      §2. 


Tlie  pre-sprviition  of  the  pence,  whieli  was  tlie  oricinal  ohjw^t 
of  civil  goveriiincnt,  wna  titus  attained ;  while  hy  confinii* 
ing,  to  tliOi»e  wht>  already  iHr&iM^)ii<L'(l  i(,  even  what  watt  not 
tlic  fniit  of  i>er»onfll  exurtion,  a  giifiraiitcc  was  ineidcntally 
gil'cn  to  thurn  acd  others  Ibat  Uiey  wuiild  lie  ])n)tected  in 
what  was  so. 

In  cousidcriiig  tlie  int<tilntion  of  property  ns  a  question 
in  social  jjhilo.wphy,  wl-  mutt  leave  out  of  consideration  its 
actual  origin  in  any  of  the  exif^ting  uatiuus  of  Europe.  We 
may  eiippot^e  a  eummuiiity  unlianipered  by  any  pi-evioua 
jKWsession  ;  a  body  of  eoloiiists^  oceu]\viny;'  for  thf  fli-fit  time 
an  tininhabitctl  country;  bringing  nothing  with  them  but 
what  belonged  to  them  in  common,  and  having  a  clear  field 
for  the  adoption  of  the  institutions  and  polity  wliicb  they 
judged  niofit  exj)edient  ;  n?([uired,  therefore,  to  choucie 
whether  they  would  conduet  the  work  of  production  on  the 
principle  of  individual  projMirty.  or  on  8omc  system  of  com- 
mon owncn^ihip  and  eoUectivc  agency. 

If  private  property  were  adopted,  we  must  prcsimie 
tliat  it  would  bo  accompanied  by  none  of  the  initial  ineqnal- 
ities  and  injustice  which  olistruct  the  beneficial  operation 
of  the  princijile  in  old  fiociety.  Every  fnll-grown  man  or 
woman,  we  must  suppose,  would  bu  secured  m  tbe  unfet- 
terwl  use  and  disposal  of  his  or  lier  bodily  and  mental  facul- 
ties ;  aud  the  instruments  of  production,  the  land  and  tooli^ 
would  be  divided  fairly  among  them,  bo  that  all  might  start, 
in  respect  to  outward  appliances,  on  equal  terms.  It  h 
possible  also  to  conceive  tliat  in  this  original  apportion- 
ment, compensation  miglit  be  made  for  the  injuries  of  na- 
ture, and  the  balancu  redressed  by  assigning  to  the  le^is  n>- 
bust  Miciubfrs  of  tlie  community  advantages  in  iJie  dibtribu- 
tiou,  suflteicnt  to  pnt  tbem  on  a  par  with  the  rest*  Bat 
the  division,  (mee  made,  would  not  again  be  interfered 
with;  individuals  would  be  left  to  tbcir  own  cxertioui>  and 
to  the  onlinary  (diances^  for  making  an  advantageous  use  of 
wlmt  was  nsfigned  to  tbem.  If  individual  property,  on  tbo 
w&rc  excluded,  the  plan  which  must  be  adopte<l 
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\roaId  be  tolmld  the  land  and  nil  inslnimenU  of  production 
as  tlie  joint  prupt-rly  ol"  the  community,  mid  to  i-arry  on  the 
opi^ratioHB  ol*  industry  ou  the  common  uccount.  The  direc- 
tion of  the  laNtur  of  the  coimmmity  would  duvtilve  ujwin  a 
magistrate  or  mittfiatratci*,  whom  wu  may  suppose  elwlud 
hy  the  anflVugcs  ut'  the  oonimnnity,  and  whom  we  must  06- 
Bitme  to  be  V(»hmtnrily  obeyed  by  thcin.  TIio  divi.sion  of 
the  jiroihire  would  in  like  nmiiiH-r  l»e  a  public  act.  llic 
principle  miglit  either  he  that  of  ojmplete  equality,  or  of 
apportiomiu'nt  to  the  nwM's>itics  <>r  dei;ert8  of  indiviibials, 
in  whatever  manner  miglit  be  eonforniable  to  the  ideas  of 
juEtice  or  policy  prevailing  in  the  community. 

Kxairiplea  of  i>iich  asKticiations,  on  a  ^nuiH  Hcalc,  are  the 
monoatic  onlers,  the  Moravians,  tlic  foUowere  of  Itapp,  and 
othere:  and  from  the  hopes  which  they  hold  out  of  rcb'ef 
from  the  miseries  and  iiiii|uitied  of  a  state  of  much  inequal- 
ity of  wealth,  schemes  fur  a  larger  application  of  the  same 
idea  have  renpi>eared  and  become  popular  at  all  j^criodp  of 
active  speculation  on  the  firHt  prinei|ileg  of  Mwicty.  lu  an 
ap;e  like  the  present,  when  n  ffoiicral  reconsideration  of  all 
first  principles;  is  felt  tn  bc^  inevitable,  mid  when  more  than 
at  any  fonner  period  of  hi&tory  the  suflering  portions  of  the 
community  have  a  voice  in  the  disciDsslou,  it  was  impo8£<ihle 
liut  that  idi-as  of  thiti  nature  should  spread  fur  and  wide. 
Tlie  late  revolutions  in  Europe  have  thrown  up  a  gi-cjit 
amount  of  ^jjeculatiou  of  this  character,  and  an  uinisual 
share  of  attention  ha^  consequently  been  drawn  to  the  vari- 
ous fonus  which  these  ideaa  have  assumed  :  nor  is  this  at- 
tention likely  to  diminish,  but  on  tlic  contrary,  to  increase 
more  and  mure. 

The  assailants  of  the  principle  of  individual  property 
may  l>c  dividwl  into  two  classes:  those  whose  scheme  im- 
pliea  absolute  equality  in  the  difttribution  of  the  physical 
means  of  life  and  ei)j(*ymeut,  and  tbi>s4!  who  admit  ineipial- 
ity,  but  grounded  on  some  principle,  or  supjuwed  principle, 
of  JH(4tice  or  i^eueral  oxpodieucy,  and  not,  like  sn  many  of 
the  cxi&ting  social  iuui|ualities,  dependent  ou  accident  alune. 
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At  the  head  of  the  first  class,  as  the  carlictt  of  those  belong 
iii^  to  the  present  f^eiieratioii,  iiiutit  bo  placc'd  Mr,  Owen 
oucl  hie  followers.  M.  Louis  Ulanc  aud  M.  Oahct  hnvo  more 
reeently  iH^oiiiti  eon9|iicuouH  na  ajKwtlee  of  similar  iloctrinee 
(though  tlic  former  advoeatus  ct|uality  of  distribution  only 
as  a  transition  to  a  still  higher  standard  of  juEtice,  that  all 
ehould  work  ac-curding  to  tlieir  ca|iacity,  and  receive  ac- 
cording  tu  their  wants).  Tho  charaeterittic  name  for  this 
4M.'ononiicttl  system  \»  Ciminiiinit^ui^  a  word  of  ountinental 
origin,  only  of  late  introduced  into  this  country.  The  word 
Soeiali^m,  which  origiimtitl  among  tlio  Englii^h  Comninn- 
\AtSj  and  was  a^unicd  by  them  as  a  naiiic  to  designate  their 
own  doctrine,  is  now,  on  the  Continent,  employed  in  a 
larger  sens4> ;  not  neecBsarily  iniplyhig  Comitiunisnif  or  the 
entire  abolition  of  private  property,  but  applied  to  any  Bye- 
tc^m  which  require)!  that  the  land  and  the  iuKtruuiente  of 
.production  sliould  be  the  property,  not  of  individuals,  but 
of  communities  or  aastfciations,  or  of  the  gfiicrnincnL 
Among  Buoh  eyatenie,  the  two  of  highest  intelleetnal  pre- 
ten8ii)n  are  those  which,  froui  tlie  name  of  their  real  or 
reputed  authors,  have  l>een  called  St.  Sinmnisni  and  Fou- 
rieriRni ;  the  former,  <icrunct  as  a  system,  but  which  during 
the  few  years  of  its  public  promulgation,  sowed  the  seeds 
of  nearly  all  tlio  Socialist  tendeneie.^  which  have  siuce 
BpR'ad  BO  widely  in  Fiaiiee :  tlie  second,  now  tlourishing  in 
the  number,  taloitt,  and  zeal  of  its  adherents. 


§  3.  "Whatever  may  be  the  merits  or  defects  of  these 
various  schemes,  they  cannot  be  tndy  said  to  be  imjiraeti- 
cable.  No  reasonuhle  j^erson  can  doubt  that  a  village  Com- 
munity, com|H>sed  of  a  tew  thousand  inhabitants  cultivating 
in  joint  ownership  the  same  extent  of  land  which  at  present 
feeds  the  imniber  of  people,  and  producing  by  combined 
lai^'ur  and  the  most  impnived  pi-oeesses  the  manufactured 
articles  wliich  tliey  rcijuired,  conld  raisa  an  amount  of  pm- 
diu-tioim  sufKcicnt  to  maintain  them  in  comfort  ;  and  would 
tititl  the  means  of  obtaiidng,  and  if  need  be.  cxa<'ting,  the 
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quantity  of  lalwur  necessary  for  this  purpose,  from  every 
iiieiiibcr  of  the  tuhjoeiutiou  who  was  capuble  of  work. 

Thu  tibjeetion  urdiiiurity  irmile  to  a  gy^tt^m  orcomiiniiiity 
of  property  and  equal  distribution  of  tlic  pnwluce,  thiil  oiicii 
por&cn  would  bo  iiifebSiintly  iiccupiL'd  in  evuilitig  liii^  I'uir 
slmr^  of  the  worlo,  puiuta,  undoubtedly,  to  a  real  dittieul^. 
But  t\n.*Bo  who  ui^o  this  ol>jeotinn,  forget  to  how  gvont  jtn 
extcMit  tlio  Barau  ditliculty  uxists  under  the  ayBtriii  on  which 
iiine-tcuths  of  tlie  business  of  8i«!iety  i&  now  conducted.  The 
objection  supposes,  tfiat  honest  mid  ettieicnt  Inlxuir  ii*  only 
to  Iw  hud  fruin  tho^o  who  are  thfuiselvt^  individually  to 
renji  the  bcnctit  uf  their  own  exertions.  Ijut  how  small  a 
parr  uf  hII  the  Iidwur  perfurnitd  in  Kn^huid,  from  tlie  lowest 
paid  to  the  highest^  'a  done  by  pcrBous  working  for  their 
own  heuf  tit.  From  the  Irisli  reaper  or  hodnian  to  the  eliJef 
justice  or  the  minititer  of  etjite,  nearly  all  the  work  ofsoi^ic- 
ty  k  remnnoratcd  by  day  wflj^es  or  fixod  fiulatlcs.  A  fac- 
tory operative  Iiiis  law  ]>eriioual  inteitiit  in  his  work  thau  a 
inembtir  of  a  Communist  association,  since  he  \s  not,  like 
him.  wnrkiiig  tuT  a  partuei'sliip  of  whieli  he  is  liinisiflf  a 
mpinber.  It  will  no  doubt  be  siiid,  that  though  the  hdionr- 
cra  thentftelvea  have  not,  in  must  eases,  a  personal  Interest 
in  their  work,  tliey  are  watelK**!  and  Buperintcndod,  and 
tlicir  lalxmr  directed,  and  thu  mentjil  part  of  the  labour 
performed,  by  persona  who  have.  Even  tiiis,  however,  is 
far  from  bein^  nntrersally  the  fact.  In  all  pnbUo,  and 
many  of  the  largetit  and  most  sueeetisful  jirivute  uiidcrtiUc- 
ings,  not  only  the  labours  of  detail  but  the  control  and  su- 
perintendence are  entnnitcd  to  salaried  olheers.  Anilth(in>:h 
the  '^  master's  eye,"  when  the  master  is  vijiilant  and  intelli- 
gent, is  of  proverbial  value,  it  inut^t  he  rt^membercd  that  in 
a  Socialist  turm  or  manufactory,  each  lalHturcr  would  be 
under  the  eye  not  of  one  master,  but  of  tlic  whole  eonmiun* 
ity.  In  the  extreme  eaAo  of  obstinate  perscveramv  in  nut 
perfortning  the  due  sliare  of  work,  the  eonmmnity  would 
liave  the  sivnie  resources  whiph  B(>ciety  now  haa  for  compel- 
ling conforinily  to  the  neoe^sary  conditiuns  of  the  aMOuijir 
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ti(ni.  Disiniwml,  the  oiil^v  reniwiy  at  prciieiit,  \a  no  rttin^R 
when  any  other  hilKiurer  wlio  iiiiiy  be  i.ni'rajjtMl  ducn  no  bet- 
ter than  his  predeL-eseur :  the  power  of  dismissal  only  eiui- 
blcs  an  employer  to  uhtain  fn)tii  \m  workvu-u  the  ('ustuin- 
ai*)'  ariiuuut  uf  lalKUir,  tiut  tlial  cuHtoniary  labour  may  be  of 
any  degree  of  inetScieucy.  Even  the  Iftboiuvr  who  loses  his 
einplovTTicTit  by  idleness  or  jio^ligent-e,  hafi  noiliinj;  worse 
to  Slitter,  in  the  most  unfjivonrablc  ease,  than  the  discipline 
of  a  worklionse,  and  if  tlic  desire  to  avoid  this  be  a  sutKeieat 
motive  iu  the  tmesyfiteni,  it  would  be  siiftirtcnt  in  the  other. 
I  am  not  undervaluing  tJie  strength  of  the  incitement  given 
to  lalnmr  when  the  whole  or  a  large  share  of  the  benefit  of 
extra  exertion  belongs  to  the  labourer.  But  under  the 
proiwnt  system  of  industry  this  incitement,  in  the  great 
niajnrily  uf  casi-s,  due^  nut  exibt.  If  C'uinmuniMie  labour 
might  be  leaa  vigorous  than  that  of  a  pco^nt  proprietor,  or 
a  workman  laboui-ing  on  liis  own  account,  it  would  prob- 
ably bi?  more  energetic  than  that  of  a  labourer  for  hire,  who 
baa  no  ]>er»onal  interest  in  the  matter  at  all.  Tlie  ne-glect 
by  the  uneducated  clafisea  of  lalwurers  for  hire,  of  the  duties 
which  they  engage  to  |»erform,  is  in  the  present  state  of  en- 
cicty  most  flagrant.  Now  it  is  an  admitted  condition  of  the 
Conimnnist  scheme  that  all  shall  be  edneated :  and  this 
being  puppoAed,  the  duties  of  the  metnbers  of  the  aaetK'iation 
would  doubtle^  lie  a&  diligently  jterformed  as  thoee  of  the 
generality  of  salaried  otKcersin  the  middle  or  higher  claaftos; 
who  are  not  gupp<i«c^d  to  Im?  necesaarily  unfaithtul  to  their 
trust,  because  so  long  as  they  are  not  diemis8«Ni.  their  jmy  is 
the  same  in  however  lax  a  manner  their  duty  is  fulfilled. 
Undoubtedly,  as  a  genera!  ndc,  remuneration  by  fixed  sala- 
riea  does  not  in  any  clatw  of  functionrtries  jmiducc  Ihc  maxi- 
mum of  zeal :  and  this  is  as  much  as  can  be  reasonably  al- 
leged against  Communistic  labour. 

Tliat  even  this  inferiority  would  neecsaarily  exist,  ii  by 
no  means  so  certain  as  is  aasumcd  by  those  who  arc  little 
used  to  earn-  their  minds  Iwyond  the  slate  of  things  with 
K'hich   they  are  familiar.    Mankind  are  cnpable  of  a  tar 
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p;rcater  amount  of  jnblic  epirit  tlmii  tlie  iTt-aeul  iijjt  is  ac- 
LMi^loiiitid  to  eiii)[K>&(*  potwible.  Hifitorj'  Iwars  witn»»8  to  the 
Biiceeas  with  wLith  largo  bodies  of  liuman  beings  iiiajr  bo 
traiiii'd  to  fet'l  tlie  publi<!  iiitvivftt  tbeir  own.  And  no  soil 
cruuid  bi:  more  fuvoiimblo  to  the  f^owlh  of  aiirti  a  fcL'liiig^ 
than  a  Communist  association,  aincc  nil  the  ambition,  and 
the  iKKbly  and  mental  activity,  wliich  are  now  Morted  in 
tiiu  pursuit  of  gfjuiratc  and  eulf-rcgarding  interifsls,  wonid 
n*r|Mlpu  another  sphere  of  cniplo;.'mcut,  and  would  naturully 
find  it  in  the  pursuit  of  the  general  benefit  of  the  commnii- 
ity.  The  game  cause,  so  ollen  assigned  in  oxi'hinntion  of 
ihe  devotion  of  th«  Ciitholic  priest  or  monk  to  Uie  interest 
of  his  order — that  he  has  no  interest  apart  from  it — votird, 
under  rnnminnisui,  attach  the  citizen  to  the  community. 
And  indL-pendently  uf  the  public  motive,  every  member  of 
the  association  would  l)c  amenable  to  the  most  luiiversal, 
and  one  of  the  strongest,  of  personal  motives,  that  of  public 
opinion.  Tlie  force  of  this  motive  in  deterring  from  any  act 
<ir  omitwion  positively  rcpnu*cd  by  the  connnuuity,  no  one  is 
likely  to  deny  ;  but  the  power  also  of  emulation,  in  exciting 
to  the  most  stn-niinup  exertions  for  the  «ike  of  the  approba- 
tion and  admiration  of  olhcrs,  'ia  borne  witness  to  by  experi- 
ence in  every  situati'in  in  which  hi)man  beinga  pnhHHy 
cnmpete  with  one  annther,  even  if  it  be  In  things  fvivoloua, 
or  from  which  tJio  public  derive  no  benefit.  A  c<miest,  who 
can  do  roost  for  the  common  goo<l,  is  not  the  hind  of  com- 
petition which  StK-ialij^ls  repudiate.  To  wlijit  exioiil,  tlicre- 
fore,  the  energy  of  labour  would  be  diuiiin'shed  bj-  t'oni- 
innniflm,  or  whether  tu  the  long  rim  it  would  be  diminished 
at  all,  mast  bo  considered  for  the  present  an  undecided 
question. 

Another  of  the  objections  to  Communism  is  similar  to 
that,  so  often  urged  again«t  ptor-hiw^:  that  if  vypry  mem- 
ber of  tlie  commnnity  were  a^u^nred  of  subsistence  for  him- 
stdf  and  any  tiuinlK>r  uf  childn'n,  on  the  sole  condition  uf 
willingnciifi  tn  wurk,  prudential  restraint  un  the  niultipliea- 
tion  of  mankind  would  bo  at  an  cud.  viud  \)v>YwW\'Av^«s\aisfe.. 
J2 
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start  forward  at  a  rule  wliidi  woiihl  reduce  the  eominHriity 
thrutii!:li  succcwivu  gtu^cs  of  incrcflaiiig  diwomfort  to  actUiJ 
Klarvatiun.  Tlierc  would  certainly  be  much  growud  for  iliis 
appri'Iicnsinii  if  Commnni&m  providiHl  nomotivcaofnielraint, 
ct^iiivalciit  to  those  which  it  would  takeaway.  But  Com- 
iiiuTiKsin  \s  |tri.'<'isi.'ty  iho  tttate  of  tliinjjs  iu  whicli  upinioii 
niijchi  he  cxpL-cted  to  declare  itself  with  greatest  iiucnait^ 
agaiii.<t  this  kind  of  ftclfieh  intemjK'ianc*.  An  nuf^mciita- 
tioii  of  numiH.-rii  whirJi  dimiiii)di(-'d  the  coinfurt  ur  iucrL-:iM.'d. 
tlio  toil  of  the  mass,  would  then  cause  (wliich  now  it  duo! 
not)  iuinic<li;ite  and  unrnistukeablc-  inconvenience  to  everr  in- 
dividual in  the  assiiociAtioti ;  inconvenience  which  could  not 
tlicn  Ih*  iniputetl  to  the  avarice  of  employers,  or  the  niijnst 
jirivilcgcs  of  the  rich.  In  8u»;h  altered  eircmimtancca  opin- 
ion could  not  fail  to  reprobate,  and  if  reprobation  did  not 
suffice,  to  repress  by  jicnaltics  of  some  duBcription,  tlnii  or 
any  ulht-r  culpable  self-indulgence  at  the  cxj>ensc  of  the' 
comnmnity.  The  Comnmnistic  echemc,  instead  of  Ijcing 
peculiarly  open  to  the  objection  thuwn  from  danj^er  of 
ovor-population,  has  the  recommendation  of  tending  in  an 
especial  degree  to  the  ]>revention  of  that  evil, 

A  more  real  ditHeulty  is  that  of  fairly  apportioning  tlie 
laliour  of  the  conniiunity  among  itg  members.  There  are 
many  kind*  of  work,  imd  by  what  standard  are  they  lo  bo 
measured  one  againsi  aiiolber  {  Who  is  lo  judge  how  much 
cotton  8[unning,  or  diftlnbutiiig  gonls  fi'oui  the  stares,  or' 
bricklaying,  or  chimney  sweeping,  is  equivalent  to  so  much 
phtnghing  i  Tlic  diliiculty  of  undoing  ihc  adju-stjuent  l»c- 
twoen  different  qualities  of  labour  is  bo  strongly  felt  by 
(^'omtnuni&t  wrilcni,  that  ihey  have  iu»ually  thought  it  neccH* 
Bar}'  to  provide  that  nil  should  work  by  turns  at  every  de-. 
ecription  of  useful  labour:  an  arrangement  whiidi  by  put-j 
ling  mi  end  to  the  division  of  employments,  would  smTificc  so 
much  of  the  advantage  of  cooperative  prodnction  as  greatly 
to  diminish  tlie  prcKJuctivencss  of  labour.  Uosidcs,  even  in 
the  same  kind  of  work,  nominal  equality  of  labour  woidd  Iw 
HO  gretit  a  real  ine(pality,  that  the  feeling  of  justice  would 


rr.  n^rainHt  its  Ixitij;  cnforwd.  All  personn  are  ni>t 
('4|U[iUv  tit  for  all  lutMitir ;  and  tlio  aatiio  quantity  of  labour 
is  an  uueqnal  tmrtlien  on  the  weak  anil  the  strong,  the 
lianly  and  the  delicate,  the  quick  and  the  alow,  the  dull  and 
the  intelli^i-nt. 

lint  tlurftc  tlifiiculths,  though  n'al,  are  not  ni-ccaaarily  in- 
Bnpt-rahle.  The  a]ipi>rtiMi)mcnt  of  work  lo  theatrcngth  anfl 
capaL-itics  of  individiml;',  the  mitigation  of  a  f^cneral  rule  to 
pn»vide  for  cases  in  wliich  it  would  operate  harshly,  arc  not 
problems  to  wliieli  hnuian  intellipenfo,  pxidixi  by  a  sense 
of  jui^ttco.  would  be  inadequate.  And  the  worst  and  ni07)t 
unjust  arrangcuient  wliich  eould  ho  made  of  tliese  point>i,  un- 
der a  syRtein  aiming  at  equality,  would  be  so  far  fihort  of  the 
incqnalily  and  injuBtii-e  with  winrh  IaUiiir(not  to  apeak  of 
remunpnition)  h  now  apportioned,  as  to  be  scarcely  worth 
cuuntin;;  in  the  mniparigon.  We  must  romeniher  too  that 
Comnnmisni.  ap  a  sysu-ni  of  sMK'iety,  loiisla  only  in  idea;  that 
its  (lifticulties.  at  pruieut.  are  niuelTsbctter  nndcrstood  than 
it»  resources ;  and  timt  the  intellect  of  mankind  is  only  begin- 
ning to  eonlrive  the  means  of  oriranizing:  it  in  detail,  so  as  to 
overcome  the  one  and  derive  the  greatest  advant^e  from 
tile  other. 

If,  ihercfoi-c.  the  elioire  were  to  bo  made  between  Com- 
mnnism  with  all  ilH  chances,  and  tJie  present  state  of  society 
withidl  its  MilfiTtni^'s  himI  injui^tiees;  if  tite  institution  of  pri- 
vate projierty  neecssarily  carried  with  it  as  a  conseqnenco, 
that  the  ])roduce  of  hilK>ur  slicMild  be  apportiomtl  aa  we  now 
we  it.  nluioAt  in  an  iiivei-se  ratio  to  the  labour — the  largest 
portions  lo  tluwe  who  have  never  worked  at  all,  the  next 
larj^est  to  those  whoso  work  is  almost  nominal,  and  ao  in  n 
descendinK  waKr,  the  reitiuneration  dwindles  as  the  work 
grows  harder  and  more  dieagrceablc,  until  the  most  fatiguing 
iui<]  eshimsting  bodily  laliour  cannot  count  with  certainty 
on  lioing  able  tu  tiirn  <'vt.'n  the  nceessaries  of  life;  if  this,  or 
Communism,  wore  the  alternative,  all  the  dilticulties,  great 
or  small,  of  Conmiuui&nt,  would  Im;  but  as  dust  in  the  bal- 
ance.    But  to  make  the  comporifom  a\>\>Ucw.\A\i,  -^^  TssasN. 
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compare  Commnnism  at  its  best,  with  tlu*  n*j»inie  of  iiiUivid- 
unl  i>ropcrtv.  not  as  it  i&,  but  as  it  might  be  made.  The 
pini*ii>Ic  of  private  property  hits  never  yet  hail  a  t'air  trial  in 
ly  country ;  and  less  sti,  perhaps,  iu  tliia  country  than  in 
BOTiie  orliers.  Tim  PiiC'i.il  Jirraiit^-'nicnts  of  iiuMJom  Europe 
commenced  from  a  tliftrihiitiun  of  properly  whieli  was  llie 
n-siiU,  tiot  of  jiist  jmrtition,  or  at^juisition  by  itidufitry,  Imt 
of  conquest  aiul  violcm-c:  and  uolwIUistaudinp  wlmt  indoEt- 
try  haft  been  doing  for  many  ccntiirieii  to  niwllfy  the  work 
of  force,  the  syptem  still  retains  many  and  large  traces  of  ila 
origin.  'ITie  laws  of  property  have  never  yet  confonned  lo 
the  principles  on  winch  the  jnstifiealion  of  j^rivate  property 
rc3ts.  They  have  made  property  of  tldnji^s  which  never 
onglit  to  bo  property,  and  absolnte  property  where  only  a 
ipmlified  ]iro[»i>rty  oii^ht  lo  exiRt.  Tliey  have  not  held  the 
bahnii-c  fjtirly  between  hntnan  bcinj^s,  but  have  lieapcd  im- 
pediments upon  some,  to  give  advantage  to  others ;  they 
have  purposely  fostei-erl  ine(|ualities,  and  jirrvented  all  from 
starting  fiiir  in  the  race.  That  all  should  indeed  fitart  ou 
perfectly  equal  terms,  ig  incontdstent  with  any  law  of  pri- 
vate projwrty  :  but  if  as  unich  pains  as  has  heen  taken  lo 
a^j;rav»te  the  inequality  of  chance?  arisiuj;  from  the  natnml 
working  of  the  principle,  had  been  taken  to  temper  that  in- 
equality by  every  meatia  not  subversive  of  the  ]irinciplG  it- 
polf ;  if  the  tciulencT,'  of  legislation  had  been  to  favoSr  tlie 
dJliu»>iuUf  iu?>t(>ad  of  the  <ronrentration  of  wealtli — to  enenur- 
ago  the  snbdiviiiioD  of  tiie  laip?  niasees,  instead  of  striving 
lo  keep  tlu'm  together;  the  principle  of  indiviilual  property 
wonld  have  been  found  to  Inive  no  necessary  ct.nnexion  with 
tlie  physical  and  social  c\*ils  wliicli  almost  all  Socialist  writ- 
ers ae»mno  to  be  inseparable  from  it. 

Private  property,  in  every  dpfcnce  made  of  it,  is  rap 
posed  to  mean,  the  ^larantec  to  individuals  of  the  trmla  ol 
their  own  labour  ;nid  aWtincnfC.  T!ic  gnnr.'mteo  to  ihcui 
of  ibc  fruits  of  ilic  labour  and  al.tstinencc  of  otiierfi,  Iran-^ 
mitted  to  them  withont  any  merit  or  exertion  of  their  own» 
18  not  of  the  esacncc  of  t\w  in^,\U\tww,but  a  mere  ineideiitn] 
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HiL-iK^o,  wliicli  wlien  it  Kmclies  a  eertain  1ietg1>t,  does 
not  pruiiiutc,  but  uonHiits  with  the  onii>  wliicli  rtnik-r  pri- 
vatf  propurty  leptiiiiate.  To  jmlgc  ot"  tlif  finul  dcstinution 
of  tin.*  indti1uli"ii  of  prnpL-rty.  we  »ni'*t  6iip|MK5i'  evcrvtliin^ 
rwtitiud,  »'lii(-li  u;ui^i;ii  tin-  iiii^ltTiiLioii  tu  \^urk  m  u  uiuuui-r 
op])09ed  to  that  equitable  principle,  of  proportion  between 
remurHTHtiou  and  fxcrtion,  on  wliicli  in  i-very  rindtcatiuii 

_      of  it  that  >rilL  bear  the  light,  it  ib  na£iU(ic<J  lo  be  grotmdcii. 

I  Wo  must  also  snpposo  two  conditions  rculised,  witliout 
whit'li  neither  Coiiiiunnisni  nor  any  other  hiws  or  iu^titu- 
tioDS  could  make  tbc  condition  of  the  mass  of  mankind  other 
tlmn  dt'i^nult'd  and  inicwralfle).  One  of  Lhe^e  (rumlitious  is, 
umversiil  education  ;  the  oUier,  a  duo  liuiilutiun  of  (he  nuni- 
bers  of  tlio  w)rnnninity.  Wltli  tbeiiie,  there  fouhl  1m!  no  [wv- 
erty  even  under  the  present  eoeiol  indtilutiuus:  and  these 
iieinj^  HUpjMiseiU  the  (|Ueiition  of  f^oeialitsm  i^  not,  ae  generally 
gtated  by  Sociulists.  a  question  of  fljing  to  the  sole  reAigu 
against  the  evils  wUieU  now  bcur  down  humanity;  but  a 
mere  qutjstiun  of  comparative  advantages,  which  fnlurity 
rijust  detAJoniue.  We  are  too  ignontut  either  of  what  indi- 
vidual afi^noy  in  itt>  best  form,  or  Soeialiiiin  in  it«  be*t  furm, 
can  aeconijtli«hf  to  Ih;  qmilified  to  decide  which  of  thu  twu 
will  bo  the  ultimate  furm  of  human  SMciety. 

li'a  conji-cture  nniy  be  hazarded,  the  deciision  will  prob- 
ably depend  nialuty  on  one  consideration,  viz.  which  of  tlto 
two  systeuift  is  eoni>i(.tfnt  with  the  greatest  nmount  of  human 
liberly  and  tipoiitanuity.  After  the  means  of  subsistence  are 
a^isured,  the  next  in  strength  of  the  personal  wants  of  human 
beiu;4;8  i^  liberly;  and  (unlike  tho  phy*>i<al  wants,  which  w» 
eiWlizatioii  advances  become  mure  moderate  and  more 
amenable  to  coatntl)  it  intrea^t*  int^tcad  of  diminishing  in 
iuttiiisity,  a^i  the  intelligence  and  thi;  moral  faculties  are 
more  developciK  The  perfection  hnih  ttf  social  arrange- 
ments and  of  piTu^Tical  murality  would  be,  to  siK'urc  to  all 
persons  complete  independence  and  feetlnm  of  action,  sub- 
j«it  tit  no  re6tricliori  but  that  of  not  doing  injury  to  others: 
and  tli«  fdut'aii»»n  which  langht  or  the  wxial  iiu.(.itutw\tts» 
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which  required  them  to  exchange  the  control  of  their  own 
actions  for  any  flinouiit  of  rouifi)rt  or  affliiym-c,  nr  to  re- 
nouncu  liberty  for  (lie  Hakf  o\'  i-ciimlily,  would  <lc|irive  llu'in 
of  one  of  the  most  elevated  diai-m-teriistio*  of  liuiiiaii  imturu. 
It  remains  to  he  di(M;ov<^red  how  Wu'  rlni  |nt*rrviilinn  of  Uns 
i-haiai-leiistic  would  be  found  fuinpatiblu  with  the  Com- 
munistic organization  of  soeiety.  No  donht,  this^  liku  all 
<ithor  obje<Miona  to  the  Socialist  frehcmcs,  is  vastly  cxay^-ral- 
ed.  Tlie  membcrb  of  tliu  a-ssuciation  need  not  bo  rcquiivd 
to  live  together  more  tliaii  they  do  now,  nor  newi  tlioy  Imj 
controlled  in  the  dif^pc^td  ot'  their  individual  t^haic  uf  ihu 
prodnce,  and  of  the  pnjb»l»ly  large  amount  of  leisure  which, 
if  they  limited  their  production  to  thintfs  really  worth  pro- 
ducing, they  would  iw)ss<'i;s.  Individuals  need  not  be 
ehaincKl  to  an  occupation,  or  to  h  particulur  lurality.  Tim 
restraints  of  Communism  would  be  freedom  in  coni]iaH)>oii 
witli  the  present  condition  of  the  majority  of  the  hunum 
race.  The  generality  of  laltonrcrs  in  this  and  most  other 
countries,  have  iis  iiltle  chulce  of  occupaliun  or  fre<«(Iom  i*f 
locomotion,  are  practically  as  dependent  on  fixed  rules  and 
on  tlu;  will  of  olhcra.  as  they  cimld  hv.  on  any  Ny^teni  »h»irt 
of  actual  slavery ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  entire  domestic  buI»- 
jection  of  one  half  the  l^peciect,  to  which  it  is  the  sigmil  hon- 
our of  Owcniem  and  most  other  fitrms  of  P(X'iali.>m  that  they 
assign  equid  rights,  in  all  respectis  with  tliosc  of  the  hither- 
to dominant  sex.  But  it  ie  not  by  oomparieon  with  tlu; 
present  bad  state  of  socicly  that  the  claims  of  romnniniRm 
can  be  estimated  ;  nor  is  it  eulficicnt  that  it  shonld  promrw- 
greater  pergonal  and  mental  freedom  tlian  is  now  enjoyed 
by  those  who  have  not  enough  of  either  to  deserve  iho 
name.  The  question  ift,  whether  there  would  he  any  asy- 
lum left  for  individuality  of  character;  whether  public 
iipinion  would  not  be  a  tyrannical  yoke ;  whether  the  abso- 
lute dependcnre  of  each  on  all,  and  purvi-illnncc  of  each  hv 
all,  would  not  grind  all  down  into  ii  tame  nnifonnity  of 
thoughts,  feelings,  and  actions.  Tins  h  already  one  of  tlie 
glaring  »'vifs  -f  the  exislmg  6\al«  of  «ot\ety, notwithstanding 
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a  touch  greater  dlvcralty  of  udncation  nnd  pnr6uitt«.  and  a 
luucb  leaa  absolute  (lepfbdiitK-e  of  the  individual  uu  the 
tnassj  than  woiiI<i  exist  in  the  Communistic  regime,  2so 
wtfietv  in  whith  wcrntricity  is  a  inattni*  ol*  reproach,  can 
be  ill  u  wlioU'Somc  state.  It  is  yi-t  to  bu  a£<:ci-tuiiied  whulh- 
er  th(!  ConniiiiniHtit'  tteht'ine  would  hn  I'oniii^teiit  with  that 
iiiultifonn  dovclopnit-nt  of  InniDui  nature,  those  niniiiruld 
unlikeneMU'A,  that  diversity  of  tagtee  and  talents,  and  vorietr 
of  iatelloetuul  points  of  view,  which  uot  only  form  a  jrroat 
part  of  the  iuterubt  of  human  life,  but  by  briuK^iiij*  inlelltftii 
into  stiiiiuliitin;;  collii^ion,  and  l>y  presenting  to  each  inna- 
ijicrable  notions  that  he  would  not  have  conceiveil  of  hini- 
eell',  are  the  mainspring  of  mental  and  moral  progression. 

§  4,  I  have  tbns  far  confined  my  observation!)  to  tlie 
Communistic  doctrine,  whit-li  forum  the  extn»nie  limit  of 
Sot'iuliiim;  arrording  to  which  not  only  the  inctrunient  of 
production,  the  land  and  capital,  arc  llie  joint  prupcity  of 
the  eommnnity,  but  the  produiv  is  divided  and  tlie  labour 
ftpj^torlioncd,  as  far  ns  possible,  equally,  llic  objci-tions, 
whether  well  or  ill  j^ounded,  to  which  S*x-inlism  is  liable, 
apply  to  thift  fonn  itf  it  in  their  jn^ateBt  force.  The  other 
varieliee  of  Socialism  uininly  diticr  from  Comnnmisni,  in 
not  relying  solely  on  what  M.  Louis  Blanc  calls  the  ptiint  of 
honour  of  industry,  but  retaining  more  or  less  of  the  incen- 
tive* to  labour  derived  from  private  pecuniary  interest. 
Thus  it  is  already  a  mmlification  of  tliB  strict  theory  of  Coin- 
muniiim,  when  the  priiici|)le  ia  professed  of  proportioning 
pcmnnoration  to  lubour.  Tlie  attempts  whidi  have  been 
made  in  Kraiic«  to  curry  Socialism  into  ])ractical  effect,  by 
associations  of  workmen  manufacturing  on  their  own  ac- 
count, mostly  began  by  sharing  the  remtuieration  equally, 
witliout  rrpir^l  to  the  (piantity  of  work  done  by  the  indi- 
vidual :  but  in  almost  every  case  this  ]>lan  was  at^er  a  short 
time  ubjindonod,  and  rweourHe  was  bad  to  working  by  the 
piece.  Tlio  original  principle  appeals  to  a  higher  standard 
of  juelice,  and  is  adajited  to  a  much  higher  u.\vii:a.l  t;ii\vtU<v.\w. 
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*»r  liuniHn  imtnre.  Tljc  proportioning  of  remuneration  to 
work  done,  is  really  ju&t,  only  in  so  far  as  the  more  or  loA 
of  tho  work  is  a  iimlter  of  cfaoitc :  when  it  depends  on 
niitiiral  differenL-e  uf  strengtli  or  i-apftvity,  tliis  principle  of 
ruuiuneration  is  in  h^mW  un  injii^ticu :  it  i^  giving;  to  tlioee 
who  have ;  fiSdigniiig  niust  to  those  who  arc  ulix'iidy  most 
ftivourwl  hy  nahu*e.  Conbidnred,  however,  aft  it  comproniifle 
witli  llie  liciKrili  type  of  chnrm.-ter  formed  by  the  present 
Btaudard  of  morality,  tutd  l'i»t<^red  hy  tlie  exitriiiig  Bociol 
iimtihitionSf  it  is  highly  expedient ;  and  luitil  ediiealion 
ahall  have  been  entirely  regenerated,  is  far  more  likely  to 
|iruve  immediately  Aucci*»«fiil^  than  an  attem[it  at  a  higher 
ideal. 

The  two  ehilmrato  fomis  of  non-cdnimnnietic  So<'ialifira 
known  as  St.  Simonism  and  Fourierisni,  are  totally  free  from 
the  ohjcetions  nsually  nrged  against  Oomniuuism ;  and 
thongh  they  are  open  to  others  of  their  own.  yet  "by  the 
grt^tit  intelleetiial  power  which  in  many  rer*pe<rts  distin- 
guishes them,  and  by  their  large  and  phit<:>»>phie  treatment 
o\'  Bonie  of  tho  fiiiularnenlal  prohleni8  of  foeiety  and  moral- 
ity, they  may  justly  be  e<Minled  among  the  imml  remorkabie 
produetions  nf  the  pant  and  preaeiit  age. 

The  St.  Sinioniun  geheme  does  not  contemplate  an  efpiA]* 
but  an  unetpial  division  of  the  produce;  it  does  not  propopo 
that  all  shouhl  Iw  occupied  alike,  but  differently,  according 
to  their  vocation  or  capacity ;  the  function  of  each  being 
assigned,  like  gnidee  in  a  regiment,  by  tiio  choice  of  tho 
directing  authority',  and  the  remnncralion  being  by  salary, 
propoitione*!  to  the  iraportimce,  in  the  eyes  of  that  author- 
ity, of  (lie  function  ilself,  and  tho  merits  of  the  jMiTdon  who 
falfilft  it.  For  the  constitution  of  the  ruling  botly,  different 
plans  might  be  adopt4.'d,  consistently  with  the  e^ti^ntiak  of 
the  (iVHtcni.  U  might  be  appointed  by  popular  BufirHgc 
In  the  idea  of  the  original  authors,  tlie  nileiu  were  anp- 
pused  to  be  i>er»uns  of  genius  and  virtue,  wlio  obtained 
the  voluntai-y  adhesion  of  tho  rer-t  by  the  force  of  mental 

leriority.     I1iat    Uie    scheme  nii^ht   in   some   peculiar 
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■\y  work  with  ad^^ant(llJi^■,  is  not  iin|irobablp, 
:i  iJ  a  ttiiccee^tul  {r\i»tTimi;nl,  of  a  tkJiiiowliut 
similar  kind^  ou  nnvnl,  to  wbich  1  have  once  alluded; 
dmt  of  tlio  Jesiiiis  in  Famgiiay.  A  raco  *»f  BavHgcfl,^ 
belonpng  to  u  [loriiun  of  miiukiud  more  aVLT^e  lo  con-' 
soeutive  exertion  tor  u  djstnnt  object  tlum  ntiy  otlier 
aiitlumtirnlly  known  to  ua,  watt  brouglit  nndcr  ibi;  nu'iitnl 
doiuiuiou  uf  civilized  and  iustructed  uicu  who  were 
united  among  themseirca  by  a  EVbtem  of  commuiUtr  of 
goodfl.  Tw  the  iilwolnte  autliority  of  tln>e  men  they  ruvep- 
fnttally  subniittod  thL-ni^eIvc)<,  and  \xvrc  indui-ed  by  them  to 
Icaru  tlie  arU  uf  civilized  life,  and  to  praetifec  labours  fur  tlie 
community,  which  no  indurement  that  ronid  have  beeaj 
offered  would  have  prevailed  on  tliem  to  pracliur  for  thom- 
aelves.  Tins  sociiil  system  wiw  of  t^horl  dnriition,  being  pre- 
ntaturely  destroyed  by  diplomatic  arraugemrnts  tind  foreign 
force.  That  it  (■ouM  !«  brought  into  aclion  at  all  was  prol»- 
nbly  owing  to  (bo  immi-nse  distance  in  jioint  nf  knnwledge 
and  intellect  whiili  soparatetl  tlie  few  riders  from  tlie  whole 
body  of  the  ruled,  without  niiy  inrLTincdinte  ordrrs.  cither 
social  or  iutellej^tual.  In  any  other  circum^tnnci.*  it  would 
probably  have  been  u  complete  failure.  Jt  gup{>oees  an 
uhfioIuTe  dpspotii^m  in  tTic  hriidB  of  the  a.^fAtx-ialion  ;  which 
would  pmhjibly  not  be  much  improved  if  ihe  depu^laricb  of 
the  dcBputisiii  (contrary  tu  the  views  of  the  autlions  of  the 
Bvetera)  were  varied  from  time  to  time  aw-onliiig  to  the 
result  of  a  pijpulnr  canvari.4.  But  to  suppose  tltiit  one  or  a 
fvw  human  beings,  howsoever  selected,  cotdd,  by  whatever 
nnichinRry  of  euhonJinato  ngencv,  be  (|nalified  tn  adapt  eadi 
person'd  work  tu  his  t^upacity,  and  pri>p«)rIion  each  person's 
remuneration  lo  hto  merits — in  l>e,  in  fait,  the  dtapeiisers  iif 
dintributivc  justice  to  every  mcndier  of  a  communitj';  or 
that  any  u^  which  they  eoidd  make  <«f  thlii  ^lower  woidd 
give  peneritl  snlii^fuclion,  or  would  lie  subniilled  to  wilhimt 
the  aid  of  force — is  n  suppositifin  nlmost  too  cliimcrical  to  bo 
r-  '         ■  4.     A  Hmh]  ride,  liho  that  of  equality,  might 

I.        _  I  in,  undfio  migiit  clniuco,  ot  ttivv^Vrtw^Vxijatwbr 
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eity ;  but  tlmt  r  bandful  of  liumnn  1>ctngs  nlitinbl  wei^i 
cverj'body  in  the  balance,  and  give  more  to  one  nnd  less  lo 
iinotiier  at  llicir  sole  plciwuro  and  judgment,  vronld  not  hi-. 
linrne,  iinlese  from  persons  believed  to  be  more  llinn  men, 
jind  bttckfd  bv  Biipcrualural  tun-org. 

The  moat  ekilriilly  CiHiibined,  and  with  the  grealeal  Tore- 
eigbt  of  objections,  of  all  the  fonus  of  Soriubeni,  is  ihitt  coni- 
monlv  known  as  I'ourierism.  This  Bvatem  dnffl  not  con- 
template the  abolition  of  privnte  property,  nor  even  of 
irilieritance :  on  the  contrary,  it  Bvowtflly  takt^s  into  eonsid- 
eriillon,  as  au  element  in  the  distribution  of  the  prodnee, 
cflpitul  as  well  nfiliibour.  It  propttsos  that  the  .operations  of 
iiiditftrv  Bho)iM  be  curried  on  by  iisAoctnliunti  uf  about  two 
thousand  members,  combining  tlieir  labonr  on  a  district  of 
altont  a  gqnnro  league  in  extent,  undiT  the  giiiidance  of 
cbicft  eelectcd  by  thcnisulvcs.  In  the  distribution,  a  certain 
minimum  is  first  assigned  for  the  subfiistence  of  every  mem* 
ber  of  the  comrauiiity,  whether  capable  or  not  of  labonr. 
The  remainder  uf  ihe  produce  is  shared  in  certain  j)ropor- 
tions,  to  be  determined  beforehand,  among  the  tliree  ele- 
mcntft,  labour,  Capital,  and  Talent. 

The  capital  of  the  community  may  hv  owned  in  une^jtlftl 
sliares  by  dilVfrcnt  monibers,  wht»  would  in  tliat  cane  re* 
coivo,  as  in  any  other  joint-stock  e<»mpany,  jifoportional  divi- 
dends. The  eloim  of  each  person  nn  the  share  of  the  prod- 
neo  apportioned  to  talent^  is  estimated  by  llie  grade  or  rank 
wbicli  tlie  individual  oecnpies  in  the  several  groups  of 
lalxmrerB  to  which  lie  or  she  belongs  ;  thesi-  grades  bi-Ing  in 
all  caws  conferred  by  the  choice  of  his  or  her  compimions. 
The  remuneration,  when  received,  wonld  not  of  necee^ity  be 
expended  or  enjoyed  in  common  ;  tliere  would  be  ^'parate 
mrnoff-x  for  all  who  preferred  them,  and  no  other  commu- 
nity of  living  is  contemplated,  than  that  all  the  membera  of 
the  association  should  riwidc  i»  tlie  paiiie  pile  of  buildingn; 
for  saving  of  labonr  and  expense,  not  only  in  building,  hut 
in  every  branch  of  domestic  economy  ;  and  in  order  that, 
the  whole  buying  and  ecWiu^  o^ctbA\ot\».  at  t\vft  community 
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being  performed  l\v  a  single  agent,  tlic  pnornioiiB  (Mirtiou  of 
tUi;  produce  of  indtistry  now  carriwl  oft"  hy  th«  proHu  of 
mere  digtributoni  uiight  be  reduced  to  the  »mallt3it  amount 
possit^lc 

This  BTHtcni,  unlike  Comnmnisra,  doc6  not,  in  theor^r  at 
luaat,  vritlidraw  any  of  tlio  motivt-e  to  exLTliim  wliioli  exist 
in  the  present  «twte  of  adciely.  On  tlu;  contrary,  if  the  ur- 
ranf^einent  worked  according  to  the  intentions  of  its  con- 
trivers, it  would  even  strenjrthm  tlioec  motivija;  since  each 
|K're<in  would  have  much  more  certainty  of  reaping  iudividu- 
ally  llie  fruits  of  incri-asc*!  skill  or  cnoi^y,  bodily  or  meotivl, 
tlian  under  the  present  «ocial  arranpenu-ntB  i-an  1k'  felt  hy 
any  but  those  who  are  in  (he  moat  advanta^xm^  po:sition», 
or  to  whom  llie  clmpttT  of  accidents  i«  more  than  ordiuanly 
lavoiirHhle.  The  FoiiricTistB,  however,  have  glitj  anotlu-r 
resource.  They  believe  tliat  they  have  solved  the  great  and 
fimdamental  problem  of  rendering  labour  attractive.  Tliat 
this  is  not  impracticable,  they  c-ontcnd  by  very  strong 
ai-gumcntd ;  in  particular  by  one  which  they  have  in  com* 
mon  witli  thp  Owenites,  viz.  that  ftcarrply  any  labour,  how- 
ever severe,  undci^onu  by  human  beings  for  the  eake  uf 
■ab«istenee,  exeeeda  in  intensity  that  whifh  other  human 
being*,  whose  suhHistenee  i&  already  provided  for,  are  foimd 
rciuly  and  even  eager  to  undergo  for  pleasure.  This  cer- 
tainly is  a  mo0t  nignilicunt  ftutt,  and  one  frum  which  the 
student  in  aoeial  jiMloaophy  may  draw  important  instruc- 
tion. But  tliu  argument  founded  on  it  may  easily  bo 
eti-ctched  too  far.  If  oeenpatious  full  of  discomfort  and 
fatigue  aro  freely  pursued  by  many  persons  as  amusements, 
who  docs  not  see  that  they  are  aunitiomcuts  exactly  bocause 
thoy  are  pursued  freely,  and  may  bo  discontinued  at  pleas* 
ure?  Tiie  liberty  of  (|uittiiig  a  position  ol>eu  makes  the 
whole  diflerrnce  between  it*  Iming  painful  and  pli^a^urahle. 
Many  a  person  remains  in  the  sanie  to\m,  street,  or  house 
from  January  to  December,  without  a  wish  or  a  tli6ught 
tending  towards  removal,  who,  if  confined  to  that  pnme 
place  by  the  mandate  of  aiithority,  woald  VvvvA  vUt  'ww-^rfiWiv 
nient  nh^iUitch  intolemble. 
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Acconling  to  tliu  F<nmcriftt8,  ficarcely  any  kind  of  tisijfiil 
In1x>itr  is  imtuifllly  nnd  nwcfearily  disftsri'ceable,  unless  it  is 
citlicr  regardwl  as  tlii>liononral)lc,  or  i&  inimodorute  in  degree, 
or  dustitulo  of  Uto  etimtilus  of  EyuipatUy  und  cmulatioD. 
Excessive  toil  needs  not,  iliey  contend,  be  niidergonc  by  any 
4ine,  in  h  tnotriety  in  which  tliei^c  would  lie  nu  idlu  claae,  and 
no  Inbotir  wasted,  as  so  enormous  an  amount  of  labour  is 
nuw  wiisted,  in  useless  things;  and  where  full  advantage 
would  be  tiikeii  of  the  |towcrof  Hi<iKji-iutit>u,  i>oth  in  increas- 
ing the  ftHc'iency  of  prodnction,  and  in  economising  con- 
gnniption.  The  otiier  re()uiaitefl  tor  rendering;  iultour  at- 
tractive would,  they  think,  be  foimd  in  the  exocution  of  all 
labour  by  soeial  p-oups,  lo  nny  number  of  wluch  the  same 
individual  might  &iundtaneously  belonjr,  at  liia  or  licr  own 
choice :  tlieir  p'at\v  in  each  bi-in^j  determined  by  the  dof!;ree 
of  nerviiuj  whicli  they  were  found  capable  of  rentleriiijr-.  as 
apprctciutcd  by  tlie  suflVages  uf  their  cuinrade*.  It  i».  in- 
terred from  the  divurnity  uA'  tastes  and  talents,  that  every 
mcmlicr  of  liie  couiunmity  w<iuld  be  altached  to  sovei'al 
groups,  employing  themBelvee  in  various  kinds  of  occnpa-. 
lion,  some  bodily,  othet-:^  nieiitul,  and  would  be  capable  of 
Occupying  a  liigh  plnc-o  in  some  one  or  more  ;  so  that  a  real 
equality,  or  something  nmre  nearly  approaching  to  it  than 
might  at  firet  be  sup|josed,  would  pnictieally  result:  not 
from  tlie  compression,  but,  on  tlio  contrary,  from  the  largest 
pofiBibk'  devclnpment,  of  the  varions  natural  tiupeinuritiea 
residing  in  eaeh  individual. 

V.vi'Xi  from  CO  brief  an  outline,  it  tunut  l>e  evident  that 
tliig  system  does  no  violence  to  any  of  the  general  laws  by 
which  Imnian  notion,  even  in  the  present  imperfect  state  of 
mural  and  intellectual  cnltivation*  in  inHuenccd ;  and  tliat  it 
would  be  pxtremely  i-aj^li  to  pronounce  it  incapable  of  anc- 
ceao,  or  luifitted  to  reali;te  a  great  part  of  the  hopes  founded 
on  it  by  iia  partl.sanp.  With  regard  to  this,  as  to  all  other 
varieties  of  t?.'.'Iali!<m,  llie  thing  to  be  desired,  and  to  wliich 
they  have  a  just  claim,  is  opportunity  of  trial.  Tlicy  are  all 
capable  of  being  tried  ou  a  modsraU  «AaW,  a.vtd  at  no  risk. 
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either  pci-soniU  or  pecuniary,  Ut  any  except  those  wlio  try 
tlicra.  It  is  for  experience  to  determine  how  far  or  bow 
BOon  any  one  or  more  of  iJic  poitsiblo  syatcniR  of  community 
of  i)ropcrty  will  be  fitted  to  eubfltitnto  itsolf  for  the  **  orjiffliii- 
zation  of  industry  '■  Im^cd  im  private  ovniursUip  of  land  and 
capital.  In  the  meantime  we  may,  without  attcioptiug  to 
limit  the  ultimate  (>ni>abilitieii  of  liuinan  nature,  aliinn,  that 
the  political  economist,  for  a  considerable  time  to  conic,  will 
he  chiefly  concerned  with  the  coqditiuna  4if  existence  and 
process  belou'^in^  to  a  society  founded  on  priviitc  proix-rty 
and  individual  conii)etition  ;  aud  tliat  the  object  to  be  priu- 
cipully  aimed  at  in  tlie  preeeut  eUige  of  human  inijirc^ve* 
inent,  is  not  tlic  enhver&iou  of  the  Eystem  of  individual  prop* 
erty,  hut  llie  imprt>vcment  of  il,  and  tlic  full  participation 
of  ever}'  mcmboi*  of  the  community  in  its  bcucfit& 


CHAPTER  a 

THE  SAJTE  SUBJECT  tX>NTI>XED. 

§  1.  Tt  JR  next  to  1)6  considered,  what  is  indudod  in  the 
idea  of  private  i)ro|>ertji',  ami  by  what  considerations  t]ie  ap- 
plication of  the  priimijde  should  he  Ixinnded. 
'  Tlie  institution  of  propcTtv,  when  limited  to  its  essential 
elements,  con&it^tg  in  the  recof^niliim,  in  each  perM)n,  of  a 
right  to  the  exchisive  disposal  of  wliat  he  or  she  have  pro- 
duced by  their  own  cxertiuiiB,  or  received  either  by  gift  or 
by  fair  agreement,  withont  force  or  fmud»  from  those  irho 
produced  it.  The  foumlation  of  the  whole  ia,  the  right  of 
producers  to  what  tlicy  themselvcfe  have  produced.  It  may 
he  objected^  therelbre,  to  the  institution  as  it  now  exist^  tliat 
it  recognises  right*  of  pro|>erty  iu  individuals  over  things 
which  tlicy  have  not  produced.  Far  example  (it  may  bi» 
said)  the  opt'ratives  in  a  mannfactory  ereatc,  hy  their  labour 
and  idvill,  the  whole  produce;  yet,  instead  of  its  belonging 
lo  them,  the  law  gives  them  only  their  stipulated  hire,  and 
transfers  the  produce  to  some  one  who  bus  uierely  BUpplied 
the  funds,  without  perhaps  eoutributlng  anything  to  the 
work  itself,  evun  in  the  form  of  superintend  en  ue.  The 
answer  to  this  is,  that  the  labour  of  manufacture  is  only  one 
of  the  conditions  which  must  combine  fur  tlie  produetion  of 
the  commodity.  Tlie  labour  cannot  be  carried  on  withont 
materials  and  machinery,  nor  without  a  stiH-k  of  necesnariea 
provided  in  advance,  to  maintain  the  labourers  during  the 
production.  All  tbc$c  things  are  the  fruits  of  prG^*ioufi 
labour.     If  the  labourere  vct«  ^wme&ftciA  ^K  tWu\.  tU«y 
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n\(\  not  iirefl  to  divide  the  pnnlncc  with  any  one;  but 
while  tbey  have  them  not,  un  eijuiviilfiit  iiiU5.t  he  given  to 
those  who  Imve,  both  lor  the  ant^^rcdent  labour,  nnd  for  the 
abstinence  by  which  tlic  produce  of  tliat  lubour,  iiinteud  of 
being  expended  on  indnlj^ences,  h:is  been  reservetl  for  this 
use.  The  capital  may  not  have  been,  and  in  mo^t  efises  was 
not,  cre!ite<l  liy  t!io  labour  and  al>stinence  of  llie  |»rts<*ut 
posstiisor ;  but  it  was  created  by  tJie  labour  and  atnitineneti 
of  eonie  former  person,  who  may  indeed  have  been  wrong- 
fully dispoejw?ij*ied  of  it,  but  whc»,  in  the  prcwnt  apre  of  tlic 
world,  uiueh  more  pr<^bid)ly  truusfurred  big  elaims  to  thu 
prownt  capitalii^t  by  f;ift  or  vtduntary  contract:  and  the 
abstinence  at  least  nm&t  have  been  continued  by  each  6ue- 
reKiive  owner,  d(>wn  to  ihe  prcBont.  If  it  be  said,  aa  it  may 
willi  trulli,  tbiit  llio:se  who  have  inlierited  the  saving*  of 
others  have  an  advantage  wliich  they  hare  in  no  way  do- 
tw.in"cd.  over  tlic  industrious  whose  predecessors  have  not 
left  tlicm  anything;;  I  not  only  admit,  but  strenuously  con- 
tend, that  this  unearned  ailvanta^e  Bhould  t>e  curtailed,  aa 
much  KA  is  eonsistent  witli  jutilic*  to  tho«ie  who  thought  fit 
to  di(Tpo>^e  of  their  jtavltijfs  by  jrJvinp  them  to  their  dewend- 
ant*.  But  while  it  is  true  that  the  labonrers  are  at  a  disad- 
vantagn  comjiared  with  thowj  whow  predefu-psorH  huve 
eavfd,  it  is  also  true  that  tiie  iabonrers  are  far  bettor  off 
than  if  those  predecessors  had  not  aaved.  They  t»linro  in 
tlie  »dvantn<;e,  thon<;li  nut  lo  an  equal  extent  with  tlie  in- 
hcritorfl.  The  terms  of  c<»«iperation  between  present  lalxmr 
and  the  friiitfl  nf  past  bib(mr  and  aavinjr,  are  a  Kubject  fur 
adjustment  I»etween  the  two  parties.  Each  is  necessRry  to 
the  other.  Tho  capitalist  ean  do  nothinf»^  witliout  labourers, 
nor  the  labourers  witliout  capital.  If  tin*  Iabonrers  compete 
for  emjtloyment,  tho  capitalist*  on  their  ]mrt  cnmpete  for 
labonr,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  eirenlatinjj  i'a|iitid  of  the 
country,  (.■ompetitton  U  oOrii  spoken  of  ai?  if  it  wercnecetv 
fwirily  a  canse  of  misery  and  degradation  to  the  labonring' 
class;  as  if  hii;h  wafrcg  wnrc  not  jirecisfly  a^  much  a  jtrod- 
nct  of  comjtetition  as  low  wages.    Tl\«  vfcuwuvMa.t.i'iv^  o€ 
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labour  is  as  much  tlio  result  ()f  the  l:iw  of  com|K:t!tiun  in  tho 
United  Stated,  as  it  is  in  Ireland,  and  much  more  completely 
so  tlian  in  England. 

The  right  of  ]>ropcity  includesj  then,  the  IVecdom  of 
aoquii-iiig-  hy  contract.  The  nj;ht  of  oaeli  to  wliat  lie  has  pro- 
duced, implies  a  right  to  what  has  been  produced  hy  otlicr«, 
if  obtained  by  their  tree  coiieont ;  Binco  the  producers  mast 
either  have  given  it  from  good  will,  or  exchanged  it  for 
what  tbey  esteemed  an  e<juiva!ent,  and  to  prevent  ihcm 
from  doin^  bo  would  be  to  infringe  their  right  of  property  in 
the  product  of  their  own  industry. 


§  2.  Before  procei?ding  to  cani*idiT  tlie  things  which 
the  prineiplo  of  individual  piviperty  does  not  include,  we 
must  specify  one  more  thing  whicii  it  doca  include :  and  tliis 
is  that  a  title,  after  a  certain  period^  should  be  given  by  pre* 
Bcription.  According  to  the  fundamental  idea  of  property, 
indeed,  nothing  ought  to  he  treated  as  bucIi,  which  boa  been 
acipiircd  by  force  or  fraud,  ov  appropriated  in  ignorance  of 
a  prior  title  vested  in  some  otlier  j>ei'»on  ;  but  it  is  neceeeaiy 
to  llie  security  of  rightful  iKisscasoi-s,  that  tliey  shonld  not  be 
molested  by  charges  of  wrongful  acquifiition,  when  by  the 
lapse  of  time  witnesses  mnet  have  pejidied  or  been  lost  sight 
uf,  and  llie  real  charachjr  of  tliu  transaction  can  no  longer 
be  cleared  np.  rotaetc^ioii  w  Jiitdi  hau  not  heen  Icgiilly  (juea- 
tioned  within  a  moderate  number  of  years,  ought  to  be,  aa 
by  tlie  lawii  of  all  nations  it  is,  a  complete  title.  Kven  when 
the  acquisition  was  wrongful,  the  dispoeeeAfeion,  aflcr  a  gen- 
eration has  elapsed,  of  tlie  probably  boft^  Ji<h  y>osses8or&,  by 
the  revival  of  a  claim  wliieh  Imd  been  long  donmmt,  wouM 
generally  be  a  gi-eater  injustice,  and  almoet  always  a  greater 
private  and  public  miBcbief,  than  leaving  the  original  wrong 
without  atonement.  It  mtiy  sceiu  hard  that  a  claim,  origi- 
nally justj  should  he  defHale<l  by  mere  lapme  of  time;  but 
there  is  a  time  afler  whieh,  (even  looking  at  the  individual 
eaee,  and  withont  regard  to  iJie  general  effect  on  the  wcnrily 
of  poABCB&orf*^)  the  balui\ec  of  hardabv^  turns  the  other  way. 
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With  tbe  iujiiRtleefl  uf  men,  »»  wltli  tliu  coiivulKiotiH  iiml  (lis- 
Bfttum  of  iiaturf',  Ihc  lnugur  tUvy  rfmiuii  uufc[miri;0,  the 
greatur  become  the  ob«taeles  to  repairing  thetn,  arising 
from  the  aftergruwths  wiiu-h  wniilil  have  to  Ihi  torn  up  or 
broken  through.  In  iv>  httmun  tranliacti(•ut^,  not  ovon  in  tlio 
Birn[>li>st  and  rluaruitt,  Uoua  it  toUow  that  a  thing;  is  fit  to  be 
douc:  now.  bccntiso  it  wus  fit  to  be  done  sixtv  yuore  ago.  It 
LB  Bcorojly  neodtul  to  mniurk,  that  t\u'm  rL-ni^tim  for  not  di^ 
turbin^;  uct:«  ot*  injut^tiirc  of  old  date,  cannot  ajijtlj  to  unjuBt 
sy&tvnid  or  institutions  ;  since  n  bail  ]aw  or  i]i>ii^c  i^  not  one 
bail  act,  in  tltu  n*moto  pa&t,  but  a  perpetual  n>{)i'tilion  ofhitd 
actAf  a»  luns;  as  tlic  law  or  usa;ro  lasts. 

Such,  tlicn,  beinjr  the  eiwcntiuls  of  private  property,  it  is 
now  to  be  cou))idcn.vl,  tu  what  extent  the  forms  in  U'liich  tliO 
institution  haa  existeil  in  dilVi-rcnt  stated  of  «»cietT,  or  etill 
exi«ta,  aru  necessary  conaequencce  of  its  prini-iplo,  iir  are 
retHiminendcd  hy  the  rtiaflotu  on  vhich  it  h  grounded,  j 

§  8.  !Kothin^  is  implied  in  property  but  the  right  of 
each  to  hU  (or  her)  own  facultiee,  to  whiit  he  ran  prodnce 
by  thcni,  and  to  whatever  he  can  get  for  them  in  a  fair 
market :' together  with  hia  right  to  give  thie  to  any  other 
l>vrsf>n  if  he  ehooecs,  and  Uio  right  of  that  other  to  receive 
jiud  enjoy  it.- 

It  f.illowa,  tlicrcrore,  that  alllion^h  the  ri^xht  of  l)C(|iU3ft, 
or  gift  after  deatli,  forms  part  of  the  idea  of  private  proper- 
ty, the  right  of  inheritance,  aa  di^tJupiihluHl  from  bt^uc«t| 
dooe  not.  That  the  property  of  persone  who  have  matle  no 
diAiwiriilion  of  it  durin<;  tlieir  lifetime,  fihould  paiM  tlret  to 
their  ehildren,  ami  failing  them,  to  (ho  nearest  relatione, 
piiay  Imj  a  pmper  orrnnjrcini  iit  or  not,  hut  is  no  cinw^iucneo 
of  the  principle  of  private  prrrperty.  Althouj^h  there  lielong 
to  the  d(x;i!i!uti  nf  6uch  «pie^tioim  iiionv  coiitiiderationd  lH->ftiduR 
those  of  politicid  tt-onumy,  it  i*  not  foreign  tfl  tjie  plan  of  tlds 
work  to  8ug<r(!}4t,  for  the  judgment  of  tliiiikrrK  the  view  of 
them  whteh  nivwt  recomtiiend'f  itself  to  the  writer's  mind. 

Xo  presumption  in  favour  of  exibliug  ideaa  uu  UvU  -^W 
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juct  is  tfl  be  dcriviM]  from  tltcir  niiliqriity.    In  envly  ages, 
j>iMi»eit)'  uf  u  dctea^d  person  passed  to  his  ehildreu  atidl 
nnarest  relntives  Yty  so  iiiitnrul  aiid  ohvioiiB  an  arranjreranrit, 
tliat  i)«  oilier  was  likdv  to  \jc  oveu  tlioiiglit  of  in  competi- 
tion with  it.     In  the  tir)>t  phire,  thi*y  vmm  neiuilly  present 
on  the  Rjjot :  thvy  were  in  jxjst^ssiou,  and  if  tlwy  had  n< 
otlier  title,  had  that,  so  important  in  an  early  state  of  soci« 
ty,  of  first  ocnipanry.     SeuoiuIIy,  they  wem  alruudvT  in  a' 
nnmner,  joint  owners  of  liie  property  during  his  life.     If 
the  property  was  in  laud,  it  Imd  ^•neriilly  been  conferred  byj 
ihc  State  on  a  family  ratlu-r  than  on  an  individual :  if  it  i^n- 
sibtt'rd  uf  cuttle  or  niuveablo  goods,  it  lind  probahly  beet 
acfiiiired,  and  was  certainly  protected  and  defended,  by  tb( 
UTiited  efr<»rls  of  all  nienilicrs  nf  t!ic  fimiily  who  M'cre  of  an 
age  to  Avork  or  light.     Exclusive  individual  properly,  in  the 
mfidcrn  sense,  scarcely  entered  into  the  ideas  of  the  time  ;| 
and  when    tin;  first  magititi-ale  of  the  association  died,  he i 
really  lull  nothing  vacant  but  his  own  share  in  the  division, 
which  devolved  mi  llie  memlier  of  the  family  who  snc-oeedcd 
to  his  antliorily.    To  have  disposed  of  the  proi)crty  other" 
wise,  would  have  been  to  break  np  a  little  commonwealth, 
united  by  ideas,  interest,  and  hahit»i,  and  to  cast  them  adritt 
on  the  world,    niese  considerations,  though  rather  fell  than 
reasoned  about,  had  so  gi'<eat  an  influence  on  the  minds  of 
mankind,  as  to  create  the  idea  «f  an  inherent  right  in  thdj 
eliildren  to  the  pwwoasiona  of  their  ancestor ;  a  right  whicli| 
it  WHS  not  competent  tw  himself  to  defeat.     ]Jer|uest^  in  a 
]jriniitivc  state  of  society,  was  seldom  roc-ognisc-d  ;  a  cle*ir 
proof,  were  there  no  other,  that  property  was  conceived  iai 
a  manner  totally  different  from  the  oonoeption  of  it  In  tho 
pres<?ut  time.* 

Kut  tho  fondal  family,  the  last  historical  form  of  patri- 

lial  life,  has  long  perished,  and  the  nnit  of  stx-iety  is  not' 

•w  the  funiity  or  elan,  composed  of  all  the  n'pnted  de*teend-j 

ants  of  a  common  ancestor,  but  the  individual ;  or  at  m( 

*  $*«,  tor  ftdniinilile  iltiotnlionq  of  ilUj  rw)  vaay  kiiMltcd  pobiU^  Hf. 
JVaJne^  praJbonct  work  on  Andeol  Ui«r  Va  Vte  TcUM^m  to  modctrL  tdcu.     - 
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mif  of  iiidividiiHls,  willi  tlieii*  iiDcnMnitipate*!  rliikli-LMi. 
J*ro|»erty  is  iiuw  inlitirciit  in  ifuiivitluiil;*,  not  in  rutiiilii>  :  llie 
rhildreii  wlieii  grown  up  (l»  not  ioUow  the  occiiputiuus  or 
loi-tiines  of  the  pareni :  if  iiwy  |ii.rlicipato  in  llio  pnreiit^s 
[Hjcnniai-)'  means  it  i«  at  liis  oi'  iier  pleasure,  lUiH  not  by  a 
voiuQ  iu  the  on'ncTbiiip  &nd  govei-nnic-nt  of  tliu  wliule,  bnt 
genprally  by  tin;  exclusive  t-njoyna-nt  nl'  a  ]mrt ;  ami  in  thia| 
vuiuitry  at  Icaiit  (except  as  fur  as  entails  ur  tieltleint'ntjf  ar9< 
an  obetaclc)  it  is  in  tlit*  p<jwcr  of  parents  to  disinherit  cren 
IIiL'ir  children,  and  leave;  their  I'ortnne  to  slran^rg.  Moro 
nii>tant  relatives  are  in  general  almost  ne  completely  d»> 
tuehed  from  the  fandly  ami  its  inteix-stit  m  if  they  weixs  in 
no  way  eonneetcd  with  it.  TIic  oidy  elaim  they  are  »iip- 
]KiBed  to  have  on  their  neher  relatione,  ie  to  a  preference, 
coffin's  jMtribus,  in  good  olHcei,  and  Bonie  aid  tn  ea^e  of 
actual  neeeesitj*. 

So  ^reat  a  ehunsfc  in  the  constitntion  of  society  miiBt 
make  a  coUfi'lerable  dilference  iu  the  gronnds  on  which  the 
dlt>pu6al  of  property  by  inherilance  &lion)d  rest.  The  rva- 
Miits  nstially  as-si^oed  by  modem  writers  for  pivinjr  the 
pro|«'rty  uf  a  person  who  dii*  intestate,  to  the  children,  or 
nearest  rclativee,  arc  first,  the  enppo&ition  that  ta  bo  dl»* 
jMisinf?  of  it,  the  law  is  ni(»rc  likely  than  in  any  other  mode 
to  thf  what  the  proprietor  would  have  done,  if  he  had  done  j 
anythinir  ;  and  sei-ondly,  the  hardship,  to  thotic  who  lived  ^ 
with  their  parents  and  parlool:  in  tlurir  opulence,  of  bein^ 
cast  down  from  the  euioymentg  of  wealth  into  poverty  and 
privation. 

nicre  id  Eomc  force  in  both  these  arguments.  The  law 
oufrht,  no  donht,  to  do  for  the  eliihlren  or  dependcnlw  of  mi 
intestate,  whatever  it  was  the  duty  of  the  parent  or  protec- 
tor to  have  done,  bo  far  a«  this  can  be  known  by  any  one 
Iwhidc's  biiRfielf.  Since,  h(»wevcr,  the  law  cannot  decide  on 
individual  elaini9,  but  mu&t  proceed  by  general  ruleR,  it  i^ 
next  (o  bo  cousidered  what  tlieete  rnle«  should  be. 

We  may  first  remark,  that  tti  retjard  t-*  collaternl  rela- 
tives, fl  i^  ui't,  unlet?«  on  gronmU  peraonu-l  to  the  ^u.vUeuUjc 
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individiml,  tlie  duty  of  any  one  to  nirtko  a  pecuniary 
vision  tor  tliem.  No  ono  now  exj)e<-tJi  ir,  unU'.-*s  llu^ro  liu|i- 
pen  to  be  no  direct  lidre ;  ni>r  would  it  be  expected  even 
tboii,  if  the  cxpcctntion  wti-e  nut  i^:i-e:itod  by  tlie  provisioiii) 
«r  tiio  law  in  wise  of  iiitti>4t:ury.  I  wse,  thfrofuru,  no  n^«w>n 
why  collateral  inlicriinucc  should  cxtist  nt  all.  Mr.  nonttiam 
long  ago  proposed,  nnd  other  liijjli  autiKuities  Imvp  a^eed 
in  the  opiniu:i,  that  if  there  arc  no  hctrg  cither  ia  tlic  de- 
scending or  in  the  aseeudiog  line,  the  property,  in  cose  of 
intestat-y,  should  cBdieal  to  the  Statu.  With  rcspwtt  to  tJic 
mure  i-emote  de^L-Ci*  of  collateral  relationship,  ihe  jioiat  Js 
not  Tory  likely  to  bo  disputed.  Few  will  maintoiu  tliat  there 
is  any  goiid  rL'nsi>n  why  the  acLmniulations  of  some  ehildluss 
miser  should  on  his  death  (as  every  now  and  then  happens) 
go  to  enricli  a  di^iljint  n^liilivo  wlio  never  eaw  hi»i.  who  pe^ 
haps  never  knew  himself  tu  be  relatc-d  to  him  until  ihore 
was  Bonietliin^  to  be  gained  by  it,  and  wlio  had  no  moral 
eiaiiit  ujH)n  him  of  any  kind,  niori:  than  the  nio&t  entire 
6tran^r.  But  the  reason  of  the  case  applies  alike  to  all 
foIlatt?r:iln,  even  in  the  nean-st  dcijree.  Collaterals  hove  no 
real  clutms,  but  such  t»  may  be  inpudly  etrunj^  in  tlie  case 
of  non-rolativcd ;  and  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  where 
valid  claims  exist,  the  proper  mode  of  paying  roganl  to 
them  in  by  bcjufst. 

Tlic  elaiuis  of  children  aro  of  a  diEferont  natm'e:  tboy 
are  real,  and  indefeasible.  But  even  of  tho«c,  I  venture  to 
timik  that  the  measure  uttually  taken  ii$  an  eiTotieoua  ono : 
what  is  due  to  children  is  in  Bomu  rurtppcts  undornitcd,  in 
others,  as  it  appears  to  me,  ex8ggerate<l.  One  of  the  m<«t 
binding  of  all  obligations,  that  of  not  bringing  children  into 
the  world  unkss  they  can  he  maintained  in  cottifnrt  during 
cbildbtM^l,  and  bronglit  «]>  with  a  likelibood  of  supporting 
themselrca  when  at  lull  ngp,  if,  bctib  di^ix'ganlwi  in  praetitw 
tmd  made  light  ol'  in  thet>ry  in  a  manner  disgraceful  to 
buniau  intelligence.  On  tlie  otlier  hand,  when  the  parent 
possujisrs  }>ropcrty,  tlm  chunm  of  the  children  npun  it  neem 
to  mv  to  Ih"  the  subject  of  an  ov»vofiii*)  errur.     AVhatcver 
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fortune  a  parunt  may  have  iohoritod,  or  bUU  more,  may 
h&vu  acquired,  X  caiuiut  admit  tliat  he  owes  to  his  chitdt-uii, 
merely  !iecaii»e  they  are  liis  children,  to  leave  thom  ncli, 
williout  tlie  necesbity  of  un\  cxorliim.  I  c(»uld  not  iidrait  it, 
even  if  to  l»e  so  loft  were  ulways*,  iind  certainly,  for  tlic  good 
uf  the  children  t)teu»>etvc&  But  thiH  is  in  the  hi{^lic8t  de- 
force nuccitain.  It  depends  on  individuiU  charaeter.  With- 
out Mii>iK)siiig  extreme  east,^,  it  may  be  nHirnied  ihat  in  a 
majority  of  instances  the  good  not  only  of  society  but  of  the 
individnals  would  bo  better  consulted  by  beqnejithin;;  to 
them  a  moderate,  than  a  large  |>ro\ii>iun.  Tliit-,  whidi  is  a 
eomniuii-placc  of  morutii^ts  aneiuut  uud  modern,  is  felt  to  be 
true  by  many  iiitclligout  parents,  and  would  be  acted  upon 
mncli  more  frequently,  if  they  did  not  allow  themftelves  to 
consider  leett  what  reaUy  is,  than  what  will  be  tbouglit  by 
others  to  be,  advantageous  to  tlie  ctiildren. 

Ilic  duties  of  parents  to  tlieir  children  are  tht>se  wliieli 
arc  indi.<KoliibIy  alta<-)i<:fl  lo  llie  fact  of  cau^^iug  tliu  existunro 
of  a  human  lH.'ing.  The  parent  owes  to  tjocicty  to  ondcaroni' 
to  make  the  eliild  a  gootl  and  valuable  member  of  it,  and 
owes  to  the  i-hiMrfii  to  provide,  w>  far  a*  dei»endii  on  Lini. 
gnch  e<hication,  and  sneh  a])|ilianee«  and  mean«,  as  will 
enable  Ihem  to  start  with  a  fair  chance  of  achirviuir  by  Ibclr 
own  exertioiit!  a  snreessfnl  life.  To  this  every  child  ha^  a 
claim  ;  and  I  cannot  admit,  that  as  a  child  be  ha«  ft  claim 
to  more.  Tliere  i.-^  a  ea.-*e  in  which  these  obligations  prcfient 
thomselvcK  in  their  true  light,  without  any  extrinsic  eircum- 
Rtunces  to  diti^guiac  or  c.infuKe  them  :  it  is  that  of  an  illt^ti- 
nmtc  child.  To  such  a  child  it  i&  generally  t'elt  that  tbei*e  i« 
due  from  the  ]>an'nt,  the  amount  of  provinion  for  hi:^  welfare  i, 
wliieh  will  enable  him  to  make  bis  life  on  the  whole  a  desira-  ' 
ble  one.  I  hold  that  to  iin  child,  merely  »«  such,  anything 
more  \s  due,  than  what  \a  admit  tctl  to  be  due  to  an  iUegitl 
mate  child :  and  that  U"  child  for  whom  thuB  mnch  has  been 
done,  hae,  nnlus^  on  tlx*  wjQn:  of  previont^ly  raised  expecta* 
tioni,  any  griovaDce,  if  the  remainder  of  the  parent's  fortune 
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I  h  devoted  to  public  uses,  or  to  t!ie  beuc-fit  ot*  individtiaU^ 

^^^       whom  ill  tlie  pait^iit'B  opinion  it  id  better  bestowed. 
^^1  In  urdcr  to  give  the  diildruu  tbat  fair  chance  uf  a  dcdi 

able  exisU^n(^^-•,  to  which  they  are  eutitled,  it  is  genyrallv 
uecessary  tbat  tUi-y  tsliould  not  ho  brmiglit  iij)  from  child- 
hood  in  habits  ot  luxury  whjL-li  tbcy  will  uut  have  the  inean& 
of  indnlping  in  after-life.  This,  again,  iii  a  duty  often 
flagrantly  violated  by  iiosscssors  <d' tunnlnable  incomes,  who 
have  little  property  to  leave.  AVhcn  the  ehlhlren  of  ricli 
parentii  have  lived,  as  It  is  natural  they  fihouM  do,  ill  babildi 
eorres}K>nding  to  the  scale  of  cxpcndilnre  in  which  the  par- 
ents indulge,  it  is  generally  the  duty  of  the  parents  to  make 
n  preater  provision  for  them,  than  would  euffice  for  ehildren 
otherwise  brought  up.  I  say  j^cnerally,  iK^cautte  even  hi^ru 
there  is  another  side  to  the  question.  It  is  a  ])ropo8ition 
quite  capable  of  being  maintained,  that  to  a  strong  natnru 
which  has  to  ninkc  its  way  ajrainet  naiTowciivunistances,  to 
have  known  wuly  Bomc  of  the  feeUngs  and  experiences  of 
wejilth,  is  an  advantage  V>oth  in  the  formation  of  cbaractor 
and  in  Uie  hajiplness  of  life.  But  allowing  tiiat  children 
havf  a  Just  gi-ound  of  complaint,  who  have  been  brought  np 
to  rofinire  luxuries  ■wliich  they  are  not  afterwards  likely  tu 
(rbtain,  ami  that  their  rlaim,  therefore,  is  good  to  ft  provituon 
bearing  some  relation  to  the  mode  of  Iheir  bringing  up ; 
thiB.  too,  is  a  claim  whieh  is  particularly  liable  to  be  jitreltrhed 
furtlicr  than  its  rea»oiie  warraitt.  The  ease  ii  exactly  that 
of  the  younger  children  of  the  nobility  and  landed  pentrj , 
the  bulk  (if  whose  fortime  pasaes  tu  the  eldeiat  eon.  The 
other  sons^  who  are  iisnally  numerous,  are  bronght  np  ill] 
the  same  habits  of  luxury  as  the  future  heir,  and  they  rv 
ceive,  an  a  ^-ounger  brother'h  portion,  generally  what  tbuj 
reason  of  the  case  dictat^^  namely,  enough  to  suppoit,  iaJ 
the  habits  of  life  to  which  they  arc  accustomed,  themsclvefi, 
bat  not  a  wife  or  rhildren.  It  really  k  no  grievance  ta^ 
any  man,  that  for  the  means  of  miirryiiig  and  of  snppuititi^i 
a  family,  he  has  to  depend  on  hip  own  exertions. 

A  j^rovision,  then,  ^uch  as  is  admitted  to  bo  rcasouahlu 
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cam  uf  illegitimHto  cliililren,  of  ynunj^r  child 
wliercrer  in  short  tlin  justice  of  the  case,  ant)  tlie  rual  inter- 
ests of  the  iiulividuals  niid  of  sodetj,  are  the  only  tliin; 
f!on$i(lcruil,  is,  I  conceive,  all  tliat  [mi'unU  owe  to  Huiir  rhil- 
druii,  and  nil,  therefore,  which  tlio  stale  owee  to  the  chil- 
dren of  those  who  die  intrttUle.  The  eurplus,  if  any,  I  hold 
that  it  may  rightfully  appropriate  to  the  general  purposed 
of  the  eonimuiiity.  I  would  not,  however,  be  «up{>otie(l  to 
recomnieud  that  parents  should  never  do  more  for  their 
childi^eu  tlian  what,  merely  as  children,  they  have  a  mural 
right  to.  In  sonic  cax^h  it  \»  iinperative,  in  many  Imiilahlc, 
and  in  all  allowahic,  to  do  umcU  more  For  this,  however, 
the  menus  are  afforded  by  the  liberty  of  bt'qnest.  It  is  duo, 
nut  to  the  childreiL  but  li>  the  parents,  that  tliey  tshuuld  have 
the  power  of  showing  marks  of  affection,  of  reijuiting  ser- 
vices anil  sacrifit-es,  and  of  bestowing  tlicir  wealth  acconling 
to  their  own  prdereuces,  or  their  own  judgment  of  HtUL-sA. 

^*^  §  4.  Whether  the  power  of  herjucst  9bwnt<l  itsiilf  he 
eubjeel  to  Umitati<*n,  is  an  ulterior  qucilion  of  great  impor- 
tance. Unlike  inheritance  ah  ini^gtafo^  bequest  is  one  of 
llie  attributes  of  property  :  the  owuerfehip  \y'i  a  thing  caun<it 
be  looked  upon  iis  complete  witiiout  tiie  jwwer  of  bestow- 
ing it,  at  (lea)It  or  during  life,  ut  the  owncrV  pleasure :  and 
alt  the  reasons,  which  recommend  that  private  property 
should  exist,  recoiumi-nd  pro  UinJo  thiit  extension  of  it.  But 
jirifpcxLy  is  only  a  nieuriri  to  an  end,  not  itself  the  end.  Like 
all  other  proprietary  rights,  and  even  In  a  greater  d^;ree 
than  moiit,  tlie  power  of  bequest  may  be  so  exerciiicd  as  to 
eontliet  witJi  the  permanent  interests  of  the  human  race,  ll 
dfies  so,  when,  not  content  with  becpieathing  an  estate  to  A, 
the  testator  prescribes  that  on  A*a  death  it  shall  pas*  to 
his  eldest  son,  and  tn  that  son's  son,  and  so  on  for  ever.  Xo 
doubt,  persons  have  occasionally  exerted  themselves  more 
strenuously  to  acquire  a  fortune  from  the  hope  of  touuding 
a  family  in  pt^rpetuity  ;  but  the  tni8(;hiers  to  society  of  snch 
jterijctuitics  outweigh  the  value  of  this  incentive  to  exer- 
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tion,  nod  the  inct!ntivu>«  in  tltc  uise  of  tlio»e  who  have  i\n 
ojiportuuity  of  making  large  fortunes  are  stning  enon^hl 
without  it.     A  simihir  ahii^u  of  the  j»ower  of  betjue^t  is  com- 
mitted when  a  person  who  does  the  menturious  art  of  leav- 
ing proi)erty  for  ]>nhlic  uses,  attempts  to  prescribe  the 
(leljiils  of  its  application  In  ppii>etuitv  ;  when  in  founding 
a  place  of  education  (for  instance)  be  dictates,  fur  over,  whftt] 
diH'trines  shall  lie  taiiglit.     It  hciiifr  imposj^ible  that  any  OMO-j 
should  know  what  tioclrines  will  ho  fit  to  be  tanii;hl  aflcr  hoj 
has  been  dead  for  ccntiiriee,  the  law  ought;  not  to  give  eA'i 
to  fuch  dispositions  of  ]'ro]>erty,  uiiliiw  mihjccl  to  tJie  ,j>er- ^ 
petual  revision  (alter  a  certain  interval  baa  elapsed)  of  aj 
tilfiii;:  authority. 

These  arc  ohviouft  lindtulinn^.     But  even  the  siniplcstT 
exercise  of  the  right  of  hc4juest,  that  nf  detenniniug  tlie  |*r- 
sou  lo  whom  property  shall  pass  immediately  on  the  <tcatli 
of  the  testator,  has  always  been  reckoned  among  the  priv- 
ileges which  might  be  limited  or  varieij,  aceording  to  view* 
of  os|M!fllcncy.    The  limitalious,  liithcrto,  have  been  almof<t^ 
Vilely  in  favonr  of  children.     In  England  the  right  is  in 
])rinciplc  unlimiteU,  almost  tlic  only  impmlimctit  being  thai 
arising  from  a  settlement  by  a  former  proprietor,  in  which 
case  the  holder  for  the  time  being  cannot  indeed  bef{ncath 
his  pof^sciteions^  hut  only  because  there  \s  nothing  to  be-j 
(jueath,  he  having  merely  a  life  interest.    By  tlio  Komanj 
law,  on  which  the  civil  legislation  of  the  Continent  of 
Kiiri>pe  ii-  principally  fonnded,  betjiicst  originally  was  not] 
permitted  at  all,  and  even  ai\er  it  was  introduccl,  a  If'jilima 
portio  was  eompuliiorily  reserved  for  ern^h  diild  ;  and  euch 
h  still  the  law  tu  some  of  the  Continental  nations.     By  the 
French  law  since  the  Revolntion,  the  parent  can  only  dis- 
pose by  will,'  of  a  portion  ei^ual  to  the  Khare  of  one  child, 
each  of  the  children  taking  an  cipial  portion.    This  entail, 
as  it  may  be  called,  of  the  bulk  of  every  oneV  property 
npon  the  children  collectively,  seems  to  rac  us  lilllc  defensi-l 
ble  in  principle  as  an  entail  in  favonr  of  one  child,  thongli 
it  does  not  shock  so  directly  live  ide?v  of  justice.     I  cunnot. 


admit  that  parentii  tihuiild  be  coinpclU^  to  leave  to  their 
children  even  that  provision  -which,  as  cliildren.  1  have  eon- 
teiiiled  tiiat  they  liuve  a  mnml  rlaiin  to.  Childreu  iiiay  I'or* 
let t  that  clftira  by  general  uiiw-orthine&fl,  or  partictilar  ill- 
conduct  to  the  parentB :  tlit'V  may  have  other  reM>nreeA  or  pros- 
pects :  what  had  been  previously  done  for  thorn,  in  the  way 
of  education  and  ndvanceinent  in  life,  may  fully  satisfy  their 
moral  claim  ;  or  others  may  have  ciaiuis  superi4>r  to  theirs. 
The  eitreme  i-estriettou  of  the  power  of  bequest  in 
French  law,  was  adopted  ae  a  demiHiratiu  expedient^  to 
break  down  the  Lni»itotn  of  primogeniture,  aiul  eounleraet 
tlie  tendency  ot  iniioritod  propei-tj'  to  collect  in  lai-ge  masdes, 
I  agree  in  thinking  these  objects  eminently  dwirahle ;  hut 
the  means  uectl  are  not,  I  think,  the  most  judicious.  Were 
1  framing;  u  code  of  laws  acirordiu;^  to  what  seems  to  nie 
best  in  itself,  witliout  regard  to  existing  o['inious  and  aenli- 
meutg.  1  should  prefer  to  restrict,  not  what  any  one  mi^ht 
bequeath,  but  what  any  one  should  be  permitted  to  acquire- 
by  bequest  or  inheritance.  Each  person  ghould  have  poweA 
to  dispose  hy  will  of  his  or  her  whole  property  ;  but  not  to  1 
luvi}ih  it  in  tuiriehiug  some  one  individual,  beyond  a  certain  / 
maximum,  which  shonld  be  fixed  Bufficiently  high  to  afford  ' 
the  menus  of  comfortable  independence.  The  inequalities 
of  property  which  arise  from  unequal  industry,  fni^rality, 
pcTfiCverance,  talents,  and  to  a  certain  extent  even  <q»port«- 
nities,  are  insepiirable  from  the  principle  of  private  pro)>er- 
ty,  and  if  we  accept  the  principle,  we  must  bear  with  tbcso 
eonsetjuences  of  it:  but  I  see  iiotbiiij^objeittionablc  inii\iitg 
ft  limit  to  what  any  one  may  acquire  by  the  mere  favour  of 
others,  witimut  any  exon^i^e  of  his  fucuUies,  and  in  refpiir- 
\ug  llial  if  he  dcnires  :iny  further  accession  of  fortune,  he 
shall  work  for  it.  I  do  not  conceive  that  the  degree  of 
limitation  which  this  would  impose  on  the  right  of  bequest, 
would  be  felt  as  a  burthcnsonie  restraint  I»y  :iny  testator 
who  estimated  a  large  fortime  at  it*  true  valbc,  that  of  the 
ph;:isurt«  and  advantaj;i-8  that  can  1)0  pun-hased  with  it :  on 
even  the  most  extravagant  estimate  of  ^'VvwU^xt  ■ww&'v.V^^ 
IS 
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ayi[»at-eiit  to  evei-y  one,  that  the  difTcrcnce  to  tho  hsppincn 
ol'  till!  jtosscssor  bttAveeii  a  tiiotlerate  indepeiicleiico  aiid  five 
times  as  uiut-li,  is  iiinigiiificaut  when  wiiighed  aguiu&t  llie 
onjo^^TneJit  that  miglit  be  given,  anti  the  pei-manent  benefl 
diltuBCfl,  by  wjme  other  disfx^sal  of  tho  four-tiftlis.  So  Ion 
iudcc'd  as  the  opinion  practically  prcrails,  that  tlie 
thing  which  can  he  done  for  objects  of  aftW-tion  is  to  heap 
on  thciu  to  satiety  those  intrinsicnlly  wortiiltss  things  on 
wliicU  large  fortunes  are  mostly  expended,  there  might  bo 
littltj  use  in  enacting  suuh  a  law,  even  if  it  wara  poaeible  to 
get  it  passed,  since  if  tl^ere  wore  the  in<'linati'jn,  there  wouId^H 
generally  bo  the  power  of  evading  it.  The  law  would  ba^H 
imavoiling  unless  the  popular  senliuient  went  encrgetieaUy 
iilonp'  with  it ;  which  fjudf^inj^from  the  teniu-ions  adhorenro 
of  public  opinion  in  France  to  the  law  of  conipulsoiy  divi- 
sion) it  would  in  some  states  of  society  and  government  be 
very  likely  to  do,  however  much  the  contrary  may  be  the 
fact  in  Kuglaiid  and  at  the  jircKcut  time.  If  the  re&trictiou 
eonid  be  made  pnwtioally  eti'ectual,  the  benefit  wotild  b 
great.  Wejilth  which  cinild  no  Ioniser  be  employed  in  ovc 
enriching;  a  tew,  woultl  cither  be  devoted  to  objects  of  pu 
lie  m^efulni.^,  or  if  bestowed  on  individuals,  would  be  di 
tributed  among  a  larger  number.  While  those  enormous 
fitrtiiiK'K  which  no  one  needs  for  any  personal  pnrposc  bnt 
ostentation  or  iniproiier  power,  would  bewjme  inneh  le 
nuincroits,  there  would  be  a  great  multiplication  of  pereo 
iu  cjisy  cii-ciirastaneea,  with  the  ndvanta^(*8  of  leisnre,  an 
all  the  real  enjoyments  which  wealth  can  give,  cxccj»t  th 
of  vanity  ;  a  claHS  by  whom  tlte  services  wliich  a  nation  bar- 
ing leisnred  classes  is  enlilled  to  exjiectfrom  them,  either  b 
tlieir  direct  irxurtioim  or  by  the  tone  they  give  to  the  f'celin 
and  tastes  of  the  pnbli(f,  would  be  rendered  in  a  much  inor 
beneficial  manner  tJinn  at  pi-csent.  A  large  portion  also  o 
the  aeeumulalions  of  successful  induslry  would  probably 
devoted  to  public  uses,  cither  by  dii-eet  bequests  to  tlic  Sta 
or  by  the  endowment  nf  inr<tilnt.ions ;  an  is  already  don 
rerr  lar:."-Iy  in  the  Uulted  Staiyr*.  where  the  ideas  and  pr 
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Vice   in   tlic  matter  of  inhentance  seem  to  be  unusually 

rHlioiittl  uiid  buiiclicial.* 


^  5.  TIiu  next  |)oiut  tu  hv  eoui-idered  is,  whetlior  the 
reasons  on  which  the  infitilution  of  prupurty  rcet^,  aro  appti- 
cahlu  to  Jill  things  in  which  a  right  uf  exchitiive  uwneraliip  is 
at  present  recognized ;  and  11'  not,  on  what  other  gi'ounds 
the  refO|piition  is  defeimihle. 

The  e&iontial  principle  of  proi)erty  being  to  assure  to 
till  pei*sons  whftt  they  liave  produced  by  their  labour  and 
accuintilut<.'<l  bv  tliclr  abstinence,  this  prinriplc  cannot  apply 
tu  what  is  not  t)ie  ]truduee  of  labour,  t)ie  raw  iiiateriitl  ul*  the 
eurth.  If  the  land  dcrive<l  its  pixHluetive  power  wholly  from 
natnre,  and  not  at  all  frnni  indnstr}-,  or  if  there  were  any 
nieani^  uf  diMU'iniiuatiiig  what  i^  derived  from  each  6ourcL>, 
it  not  only  would  not  bo  necessary,  but  it  would  be  the 
height  of  injui-tice,  to  lot  the  jrirt  of  nature  be  enfrrossed  by 
inilividnals.  Hie  use  of  the  land  in  agriculture  must  indeed, 
for  the  time  beiug,  be  of  necessity  exclusive ;  the  same  per- 
Eon  who  has  ploughed  ond  son-n  must  be  permitted  to  reap : 

*  "MimlRccnt  bcqucrsM  and  donaUoiui  for  public  piirpaKa,  wb«tli«r  chvit- 
nh\v  Or  cdiirnlioiial.  rorm  n  Mriking  losturc  in  ibc  niodtnn  hliHory  of  ilic  t'liilM 
Slutc^  iinil  41^1'ciiilly  of  N>n  KnfEUniL  Nut  milv  is  it  pommtHi  fur  ricb  capilAl- 
ietB  to  Wvc  by  frill  a  |>iirti(iti  uf  thvir  fortiiiir  lavmnlii  tlir  rnflowntirtil  of  ttnlirMint 
inMitatHiiu),  but  iniiiTiibiuU  iluririi;  ll>c-ir  llfciimi.-  muku  inA^iiiGcent  ^rant«  of 
liMUey  for  lliv  Munt-  chji-i-l?.  Tlltre  is  bei-e  im  coin|iiil^ir_v  Uw  I'lir  Uic  njuiil 
partition  of  f>ri)[»(^rl,T  amoti^r  ihil'lrt-n.  ai>  in  Ftaiii-c,  nwl  nn  tlip  nlhtT  lmi<),  no 
ctuiotn  of  rniail  or  primo^rniiun*,  lu*  in  Fii^:laiid,  rto  lluit  ihf  alRaenl  fit'l  Ibcm- 
M'Uts  al  Mljfriy  to  »b«rp  Ibi-ir  wealth  betwwn  their  kimtrM  ami  tbo  ['itlilEp;  il 
being  impOHMbk-  to  fwintl  a  fimil)',  tunl  partrnu  having;  fmioently  ibo  bapirfncM 
ofM^iiift  nit  tbeir  tibiUreii  will  |iniviilvd  fur  «iiil  iiidt-pciiilvtit  loop  bcrore  ihdr 
dtAth.  I  Imtd  MM'n  a  li»t  uf  boqiinthi  ami  iluiialioii-i  iiuulr  iluriiij;  iJw  la«t  lliirt^ 
yp*rt  for  ibc  benefit  of  kUkiau-s  diariljiIJi*,  ami  liu^TMrv  JiiNiituiiviiK  in  Ux*  Mau* 
of  M>t«udiuwUA  aloiic,  uud  ihcy  BmoiinlH  lu  no  \<t^  a  >um  ihao  Kix  niillkitis 
of  tlolUrN,  or  more  tluiii  h  iiiilliuii  Kicrliug.'' — Lycll's  7Vwm7«  in  Amerifo,  fnl.  i. 
p.  2CS. 

Ill  Knfiluiil,  whoi'Tor  l>-ftvi>»  nnylbiti^  licvniid  liiRinp  kgM-fcs  for  piiblit*  or 
b<!it«tiC(3Ul  otyncitf  when  Ite  has  any  ocnr  tHatiroH  livin};,  doM  w  at  llw*  riak  nf 
bdog  iechuvi  iamae  br  a  jury  afii^r  biif  d<-alli,  or  nt  tlie  iMat,  of  iMTin;;  the 
ffupertj  inM«d  ia  a  Cbucvrj'  «nJt  |^  mi  tudv  iIm  wWV, 
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but  the  Ifliul  might  be  occupied  fur  one  seuson  only,  as  ainor:^ 
the  ancient  Cicrinans;  or  might  be  peri(MJi<'alIy  re*Hvided 
as  i)opul:iLum  iiuTuastcl :  or  the  State  might  be  the  univtr- 
Bol  landloi'd,  tmd  tlie  cultivators  tenants  under  it,  either  on^ 
lease  or  at  will. 

But  tlkongh  land  is  not  the  protlnce  of  indostrv,  moBt 
of  it8  valuable  qualitits  are  so.     Labour  in  not  only  retjui- 
Bite  for  iiftinp,  but  uliiidst  cipially  »o  t'ur  faiihionin^,  the  in- 
Btriinient      Considerable  labour  is  often  required  at  (he 
couunencenient,  to  clear  the  land  for  ciihivation.     In  manj 
eases,  even  when  cleared,  its  productiveness  is  wholly  ihe 
etiect  of  labour  and  ait.    The  Bedford  Level  produced  little 
or  nothing  until  arliticially  draintd.    The  Inign  of  Ireland,, 
until  the  same  thing  is  done  to  them,  can  ]«ruduce  little  he-- 
fcides  fuel.     One  of  Ihe  barrencst  goils  in  the  world,  com-j 
posed  of  the  material  of  the  Goodwin  Sands,  the  Pays^a] 
Waes  in  Flanders,  hae  been  so  fertilized  by  industry,  as  loj 
have  become  ono  of  the  most  pro<lnctive  in  Europe.     C^dti- 
vation  also  re(iuire&  buildings  and  finicefi,  wliicb  are  wholly] 
the  produce  of  labuur.    Tlie  fruits  of  this  industry  eannoij 
be  reaped  in  a  short  period.     The  labour  and  outlay  arai 
inuufsliato,  thu  bciiLtit  is  spread  o^or  many  venrB,  perhapi 
over  all  future  time.    A  bolder  will  not  incur  this  laliopi 
and  outl.i}-  when  strangers  and  not  himstrlfwill  be  benefited! 
by  it.     h'  he  uudcrtidti*  Buch  iuiprovenicnts,  he  nm«t  havi 
a  Bufficieut  period  before  him  in  which  to  profit  by  them  ; 
and  he  it^  in  no  way  ho  Bure  of  liavtng  always  a  sutHuient^ 
period  as  when  hi^  teuure  is  perpetual.* 


*  "Ce  qui  ilonnalt  &  rhonimft  riiit(*l)ig(.i]n>  t>t  U  ronstnnce  ilanit  am  tnmo] 
qui  lui  Msait  diriper  lou»  hcs  efToH^  vita  iin  but  utMf  il  m  nci-,  cVuk  )c : 
mtnit  ik-  ill  [K-rp^luitd.     Leo  It^muns  Ivv  plus  fortilos  iioiit  loujour>  ocax  que  lus 
eaux  ont  dipoe^  le  \oaf^  dc  lour  cuurs,  mm  ct-  enat  aiusi  ccux  ctuVlIeti  mpuacent 
de  leura  inonilulioiisi   on   qii'clle,t  corrcimiK-nt    \mr  den   maKioiii;!-*.      Arte   U 
pnmulie  (le  la  peri»^tuilo,  VhoumiP  enln-firlt  dt  Ioniz«  el  [t^nilltM  tnTnux  pot 
doniier  lux  iTiar6cn»rs  un  oi'oulpnK<nl,  pour  ^Icrrr  dm  di^iip^  cantre  Ipj)  iaont 
U(ltll^  |iniir  T^fwrtir  [lar  tlofl  cannuv  d'lirmM'TTipnl  ik'?  c.iiix  fiTtiliaanlo)  fmr  l( 
int-iiif!!  cliMTipe  i|uv  \r»  aimiivi<  c-nux  condnmiinii-nt  h  In  ttU^tilJ.     ?otni  la  tuti 
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§  6,  Tliese  are  the  reaAons  whirli  fomi  tlic  jofitiiicatiftn 
tn  an  econoniiciil  |Kjinl  ot*  view,  of"  ]>rnpert_y  in  l»n<i.  It  iis 
6cen,  tliat  tlicy  are  ouly  valid*  in  su  far  as  tho  proprietor  of 
land  is  itB  improver.  WIiunovL-r,  in  any  country,  the  pro* 
priiitor,  genuraily  ^rpoaking,  eea^^es  lu  bu  the  imprnvor,  {KilttY 
ctil  economy  has  nothing  tu  say  in  defence  of  landed  prop- 
erty. IIS  there  estahiidhed.  lu  no  t^iind  tlieory  of  private 
pro|K'r(y  was  it  ever  contemplated  that  tlie  proprietor  of 
lanil  should  be  merely  a  shieeitriBt  (piartered  on  it. 

Ill  Great  Britain,  the  lauded  proprit^tor  in  not  imfre- 
qnetitly  an  improver.  But  it  eannut  I>o  tuiid  that  he  is 
generally  so.  And  in  tlic  niajurity  of  eased  he  ^ant«  tho 
liberty  of  cnltivalion  on  such  terms,  ns  to  prevent  improve- 
ments from  buinj^  made  by  any  one  el»e.  In  the  gouthern 
p^rtA  of  the  ishoid}  as  there  are  usually  no  ieaj>G6,  pcrnia* 
n^t  inii»rovementg  can  ai-Arcely  bu  uiadc  except  by  tlie 
lundlnrd'g  capital;  acrnrdiiijily  the  South  compared  witli 
Ihe  ^'urth  of  £u;rlarid,  and  with  tho  Liiwlunda  of  Scotland, 
in  still  extrcTnely  baekwar*!  in  agricultural  improvement. 
The  (rulh  is,  tliat  any  very  gejieral  improvement  of  laud  by 
tho  landlord-,  in  hardly  compatible  with  a  bw  or  custom 
of  primo^enitui-e.     When  tlie  land  goes  wholly  to  the  heir, 

pnnnl  U  T^g^tattoii  sautii^  In  pUntes  rh-ficcK.  lea  srtmMM,  1m  nrhrva  qol 
pouTnionl  lui  rlrM  wtili^  ii  \n  a  porTpnloDn^-'i  pnr  la  nillarc,  H  ■  rhanir^  ca 
i|itchiua  auric  k'nr  ■'«M-ni,t!,  ot  it  W  n  nmltiplUa.  rnmii  ks  rniita,  en  vtfci,  oo 
CO  raoonnntl  ijm'  "K-h  ^it-fUi*  ilc  ctiittire  ont  weiia  pa  wnvncr  *  I*  iH^rrtwm  iiulla 
ont  oUHnlv  aujdunJ'hui,  tnitiliM  i|ti('  il'autrcs  oat  iti  im^irtiy*  divi  n^gitiiu  Ii-a  ]iliui 
UiinUiiii^ri.  LlmiiiiDc  en  mi-nii-  li'rii|iAA  niivfrt  U  iPii*  juw|ii'i  urn?  (iraiKlc  pro- 
linnJuitr,  punr  n>iicuvtfltfr  Aim  e>A,  H  lo  fprlili-wr  par  li;  mt-lan;^  (1l>  hm  |WfllM 
rt  IcH  iinprr»unii<  i\v  I'air;  11  m  6x6  *ur  li?«  wlUmw  U  twrrt?  qut  »'«i  ^duippail,  i«l 
il  a  tnuvffi't  k  TatT  f>rjtij>r«  iJf  I«  mnipftKno  d'uu«  T^^Uon  partont  abondAnio, 
ct  parlorit  uiUo  A  In  nn^  hiimaiiio.  Partai  Ka  iravaui,  II  7  eo  ft  dunt  it  ne 
recwillcra  to  tniit  qn'Au  bout  <lc  dix  on  dc  riost  ■»>:  U  7  ca  a  d'Aitires  dont  nt, 
drruk-TT  ncrrui  jiiiiirflrit  vncDrc  ilaim  pluMeun  iviftrlRH.  Toua  otit  rotioiuru  k' 
aagtuuiler  U  fonv  prodnctit-f  dc  Ia  uhire,  k  dotiDfr  ii  In  ncv  hivtiiain«  nn 
fcveon  inftniment  plu.1  Bbondiiit,  uii  ivT^na  dunt  uno  poi-tion  ci-iiiHid<Vfiili1e  nrt 
JljpOlutORtnie&  par  itux  (|iii  ti'nut  polm  put  k  la  propriOld  t(>rnlorinl('.  k  qui 
Mpei>d«)t  D'auniittit  point  innirf-  de  nuurrilarv  mas  vc  panogv  dn  <>oL  (|:ii  wm* 
bli'  \e9  Kvoir  dciihiiriK^o."— Sinmnndi,  £'(•»£;  mar  fSeonvmie  PrJiHt/ve,  Trouiboe  I 
EmoI.  Dc  la  Kii-bcMe  TctnlorinlB 
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it  generally  gooB  to-  Iiim  Revered  from  the  pecnnUry  re- 
sources wbifU  would  eiml)k-  him  to  iin]irove  it,  the  personal 
projierty  IwitijL;  absarhed  by  the  provision  for  youngttr  diil- 
drcD,  and  the  land  itself  oftL-n  hcrtvily  bnrthened  for  tho 
flame  puqK)i?e.  lliore  is  thorcfore  but  a  small  pro|K»ili(m 
of  landlords  who  havi;  the  nieuntt  of  iiiuklii^  uxpenBivu  im- 
provenientg,  unless  tlicy  do  it  witli  boiTowcd  money,  and 
by  adding  to  tlie  mortgages  with  which  in  raoat  cast*  the 
liuid  was  already  burtbened  when  they  received  it.  But 
tlio  position  of  the  owner  of  a  deeply  mortgaged  cstato  ia 
j>recariou8 ;  etwnomy  is  so  nnweIcN»nio  to  one  whose  ap- 
arent  fortune  greatly  exceed?  !iis  i-eal  menntt.  aiid  the  viciS' 
aitudes  of  rt^nt  and  price  which  only  trentih  ujxni  the  luar- 
^n  of  hid  income,  are  so  fonnidabltt  to  one  who  ean  call 
little  more  than  ilie  inargiu  hb  ttwn  ;  tlmt  it  is  no  wonder  if 
few  landlords  find  thuniHi-Ives  in  ac-niidilion  to  make  immedi- 
ate sacrrifices  for  the  sake  of  future  profit.  Were  they  ever  so 
much  inclined,  those  alone  can  prudently  do  it,  who  have 
Btfriously  (Studied  the  principles  of  scientific  ngrieultnrc: 
and  great  landlords  have  seldom  seriously  studied  any- 
thing. Tliey  might  at  lea^^t  hold  out  inducements  to  the 
farmers  to  do  what  they  will  not  or  ratinot  ilo  themBclves; 
but  even  in  gnuiting  leases,  it  is  in  England  a  general  com- 
plaint that  they  tie  up  their  tenants  by  covenants  grounded 
^•*^Vn  the  practices  of  iin  olisolete  and  explodwl  agrlcidtnre ; 
while  most  of  them,  by  withholding  leaties  altogether,  and 
giving  the  farmer  no  guarantee  of  poft»H.'8si(»n  beyond  a 
single  harvest,  keep  the  land  on  a  footing  little  more  favonr- 
altc  to  improvement  Ihau  in  the  time  of  uur  barbarous  an- 


eestore. 


imRietnU  quihiis  jagcm  libcnw 


Nee  culttm  placet  loDfiior  uuuiii. 


Landwl  property  in  England  is  thus  very  far  from  com- 
pletely fulfilling  tlie  coudit  lous  whiuli  render  its  exi&tence  coo-J 
nomicnllj  justifiable.    Bwt  \i  uvBttffi^nWxiVX-^  Tw.V\7«d.  even  in^ 
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Englanfl,  in  In-IftTid  those  conditions  aivnot  complied  with 
at  ail.  With  individual  fxceptiona  ^^onie  of  lliem  very 
lioiiourablu  ones),  the  ownrre  of  Irish  eBtati>8  do  nothing 
ior  the  land  but  <!rain  it  of  its  |irodneo.  Wiiiit  has  been 
cpigniuimatieal)  V  said  in  thu  diseiii^^iuns  on  *'  jHK'ulior  bnr- 
thena"  h  literally  true  wlion  appliwl  to  theni ;  that  the 
greatwt  "  burthen  on  lau<l  "  ia  Uie  luudlorda.  Ilutnrnin|r 
uotliin^  to  tln^  boH,  they  conEiinie  its  whole  pruducc, 
minus  the  potatoes  etrictly  neeet^ury  to  keep  the  inhabilants 
from  dying  of  famine;  and  when  they  have  any  purpose 
of  iniprovBUient,  the  preparatory  step  nsnnlly  (H>nmgt«  in 
not  leaving-  even  this  pittance,  but  turning  out  the  people 
to  b»^:frary  if  not  to  starvation.*  "When  landed  property 
has  placed  itself  upon  this  footing  it  ceases  to  be  defensible, 
and  llio  tinn!  lias  eome  for  malting  some  new  arrangement 
of  the  matter. 

When  the  "  Prteredncft*  of  jiroperty  "  is  talked  of,  it 
sbould  always  be  reniembered,  that  any  such  sacrcdnesa 
diics  not  l>elon*;  in  the  game  decree  to  landed  property. 
Ko  man  tn»de  the  land.  It  ii>  the  onginnl  inheritance  of 
the  whole  species.  Ibi  np]»ropriation  is  whollj-  a  question 
of  goncral  expediency.  Wbeu  private  pi-operly  in  land  i» 
not  expedient,  it  is  unjust.  It  is  no  hardship  to  any  one, 
to  be  exchidcd  from  what  othei-fl  have  produced:  they  were 
not  bound  to  prtKluco  it  for  his  Q»e,  and  lie  loses  nothing 
by  not  sharing  in  what  otherwise  would  not  have  exiatt<l 
at  lUl.  Ilul  it  \a  some  haj'dtihip  to  be  born  into  tlic  world 
and  to  find  uU  nature's  gifts  prcvioufily  engrossed,  and  no 
place  loft  for  tlie  new-comer.  To  reconcile  people  to  this, 
after  tlicy  have  once  admitted  itito  their  minds  the  idea  that 
any  moral  rights  lieloug  to  them  as  human  beings,  it  will 
always  be  necessary  to  convince  them  that  the  exclusive 
appropriation  is  gt^Kl  for  mankind  on  the  whole,  themselves 


'  I  muKt  Ivg  th«  roid^r  to  bear  in  tnintl  thai  tliU  p•^^mlI(1l  vas  <ni(l<-ii 
fifti^ni  ifMni  1^.  So  wuinii'Hiil  arc  the  chjuifira.  bnth  mitral  nn<l  i.-oinimiiiyil, 
takinf;  plncv  in  our  ofTP.  tluil,  wiiiMtnt  pf^rpcluolly  rv-irriting  a  work  likfi  tfao 
prrwnf,  H  h  Impvasblv  to  keep  up  willi  tbuo. 
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included.  But  this  is  ^vhat  uo  saiic  liuniAU  being  could  bo 
persuaded  of,  if  tlie  relation  between  the  landowner  and  the 
citltivator  were  the  «anie  everywhere  as  it  has  been  in  Ireland. 
Landed  2>i"Opcity  is  felt,  even  by  lluttc  must  tenaeitnu 
of  its  rights,  to  he  u  different  thing  from  other  jjroperty;- 
Mid  where  the  bulk  uf  the  community  have  been  dibtn- 
heritcd  of  thoir  share  of  it,  and  it  has  become  the  exclusive 
attribute  of  a  small  tniiiority,  men  liave  generally  tried  to 
reconeile  it,  at  least  in  theory,  to  their  sense  of  justice,  by 
endeavouring  to  attach  duties  to  it,  and  erecting  it  into  a  sort 
of  mapifitra(;y,  either  inoral  or  legal.  But  if  the  slate  is  at 
liberty  to  treat  the  pusbcssors  of  l&nd  as  public  functionaries 
it  is  only  going  one  step  further  to  aay,  that  it  in  at  liberty 
to  discard  them.  Tlic  cJaiiu  of  the  landowners  to  the  land 
is  altogetlier  subordinate  to  tiie  general  polit-y  of  the  stjile. 
The  principle  of  property  gives  tbem  no  right  to  the  laiid, 
but  only  a  rh^hi  to  L-ompensatiun  for  whatever  f>orlion  of 
their  interest  in  tlie  land  it  may  be  the  policy  of  the  state 
to  deprive  tliem  of.  Tu  tliat,  their  claim  ia  iudefeaniblc.  It 
is  due  to  landowners,  and  to  owners  of  any  propertj'  what- 
ever, recognized  ari  audi  by  the  state,  that  they  hIiouUI  not 
be  dispossessed  of  it  without  receiving  its  pecuniary  value, 
or  an  annual  income  equal  to  wliat  they  deriveil  from  it. 
This  is  duo  on  the  general  prmciples  on  which  j)m(K'.rty 
rests.  If  the  land  was  bought  with  the  produce  of  xhe  la* 
boor  and  abittincneo  of  tliemselveii  or  tlieir  ancestors,  com- 
pensation is  due  to  them  on  that  ground  ;  oven  if  otherwise, 
it  is  still  due  on  the  givmnd  of  prescription.  Xor  can  it 
ever  be  necessary  for  accomplishing  an  object  by  which  the 
oommnnity  altogether  will  gain,  that  a  particular  portion 
of  the  community  siiould  be  inimolated.  When  the  proj> 
erty  is  of  a  kind  to  whicli  peculiar  affections  attach  thetn- 
eelves,  the  e<i[npen»afion  ought  to  excfMnl  a  bare  pecuniary 
equivalent.  But,  subject  to  tin's  proviso,  the  state  is  at 
liberty  to  deal  with  lande<l  property  as  the  genera]  interests 
of  the  comnmnity  may  require,  even  to  the  extent,  if  it  ao 
impitvUf  of  doing  with  the  whole,  what  is  dune  with  a  pi 
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whenever  a  bill  is  iinif«e<l  for  a  mili-oud  or  a  new  street.  Tlie 
coiuiuimity  has  too  umcU  at  stake  in  the  proper  cultivalioo 
of  the  land,  nud  in  tlie  iioiidilioriA  annexed  to  tlie  ucciipHney 
of  it,  to  Juttvu  tliofec  tiling  tu  tlie  diMnx'tlun  of  a  clatiJi  of  poi*- 
sone  called  landlurdii,  when  ihcy  have  filiown  theiusulves 
until  for  thf  trnst.  The  iegihlatiire,  wliicli  if  it  ]dcui^-d 
might  cunveit  tiie  whulu  body  of  lundioi-ds  into  fundhulders 
or  jAMieioncrtj,  ini^ht  a  fortiori^  comiiiii'.c  the  averajr*'  r»v 
cuiple  of  Iri;ih  landiiwnera  iiitua  fixutl  rent  charge,  and  raise 
the  tenants  into  proprietors ;  sa])poaing  nlways  that  thu  full 
uiaikc't  value  i»f  IIm?  land  was  trudei-eil  to  the  landlonU,  in 
case  they  prel'envd  that  to  accepting;  the  condjiiuns  pro- 
posed. 

Tlicre  will  he  unnthor  plnet;  for  discufflinj^  the  various 
mudi«  uf  lan<lL'd  pn>pertv  and  tennre,  and  the  advant:^p?d 
and  ineonvcnioncea  of  eaeli ;  in  thiR  chapter  our  eoncem  is 
witii  the  rt<?lit  itself,  the  jrronnds  whieh  justify  it,  and  (as  n 
eonfllary  from  tl)t;t»e)  tlie  cundiLnnm  bj  whiuU  it  t^himld  be 
Hnii'od.  Tn  nie  it  eeeuis  almost  nn  axiom  that  property  in 
land  tditmid  be  interpreted  strictly,  and  that  the  balanru  in  1 
all  oases  of  doubt  ehould  incline  at^ainst  tbe  propiietor. 
The  reverse  i«  the  caoiu  with  pn)j>erty  in  nioveablus,  and  ill 
all  tliiugs  Lite  product  of  lalwnr :  OTcr  thefic,  the  owuerV  \ 
power  botb  of  u»-o  and  of  exebision  should  bo.  nl>solnte,  j 
cateept  where  positive  evil  to  otliers  wouhl  result  from  it; 
but  in  the  caae  of  land,  no  exelusive  right  should  be  p4a'-  1 
nutted  in  any  Individual,  whieh  cannot  be  shown  to  be  pro- 
doctivo  of  positive  good.  To  ho  allowed  any  cxelueive  right 
at  all,  over  a  portion  of  the  oonitnon  inheritanec,  while  there 
are  others  who  have  no  portion,  is  already  a  prinlege.  No 
quantity  of  moveable  goo<ls  whieh  a  pm-Ron  ean  acquire  by 
his  labour,  prevent-s  others  from  ae^piirin^  the  like  by  the 
name  means ;  bnt  from  the  very  nature  of  the  eaee,  whoever 
owns  land,  keeps  others  out  of  the  enjoyment  of  it.  The 
privih'ge,  or  monopoly,  is  only  defensible  aa  a  necessary 
evil ;  it  becomes  an  injustice  when  earrie<1  to  any  point  to 
wlii<!h  the  to/njiensattng  good  does  not  ioWoVi  \\, 
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For  iuslance,  the  exoluave  right  to  the  land  for  purpogpa 
of  cultivaliou  dat's  not  imply  an  exclusive  ri^lit  to  it  iV'l 
lnir]M>si.'3  of  access ;    and  no  such  right  ought  to  bt*  rwoj 
nized,  except  to  tlie  extent  necopaary  to  proti*ct  the  prodiK>4 
against  (hiniage,  and  ihu  owner's  pi'ivucy  ajraiiint  invasion. 
The  preteniiioTi  of  two  Diikee  to  elmt  up  a  part  of  tlie  High- 
lands,  and  axclude  the  rest  uf  maukiud  from  many  squi 
miles  of  monnlain  scener}-  to  prevent  di&turbnnec  to  wiU 
anitnala,  id  an  ahusn ;  it  exeeeds  the  legitimate  boniids  of^ 
the  right  of  landed  property.     AVhcn  land  la  not  intended 
to  bo  cnltivated,  no  good  reason  ean  in  general  be  given  fc 
itd  being  private  [iroiHjrty  at  all ;    and  if  any  one  ie  jwi 
niitted  to  eall  it  hia,  he  ought  to  know  that  he  holds  it  by 
BnilVraiiee  of  the  comnmnity,  and  on  an  implied  eonditioi 
that   his  ownership,  since  it  cannot  possibly  do  them  anj 
good,  at   leiiBt  aliall  not  de|irivo  them  of  any,  which  thej 
eonld  have  derlvt-il  from  tJie  land  if  it  had  Iveen  nnappi 
priatod.    Even  in  the  case  of  cultivated  land,  a  man  whoinJ 
thou^i  only  one  among  millions,  the  law  pennits  to  hoh 
thoutitmds  of  nerus  as  his  itingle  slnire,  is  not  entitled  to  think 
that  all  this  is  given  to  liirn  to  nse  and  abuse,  and  deal  witli 
as  if  it  concL'rned  nobody  but  hiuiself.     The  n*irts  or  profits, 
wliieh  he  can  obtain  from  it  arc  at  his  sole  dib-posal ;  1ml 
with  regard  to  the  land,  in  evt-rything  wliit-h  he  does  will 
it,  and  in  everj'tliing  which  he  aii^tainH  from  doing,  he  U 
morally  l)ound,  and  shonld  whenever  the  ease  admits  b< 
legally  compelled,  to  niako  liis  interest  and  pk-asure  eon- 
feistent  with   the  public  good.     The   n-peeios  at  large   still 
retains,  of  its  original  claim  to  the  soil  of  the  planet  whitdi 
it  inhabiti*,  iis  much  as  is  mmpatible  with  the  purpoaea  fo 
which  it  !ias  pai-t<'d  with  the  remainder. 

§  7.     Besides  pro|M;rty  in  the  proiluce  of  laboor^  am 
property  in  land,  there  arc  other  things  which  are  or  have 
been  subjects  of  jiropcrty,  in  which  no  proprietaiy  right* 
ought  to  exist  at  all.     Bnt  as  the  civilized  world  has  in  gen- 
era/made  up  its  mind  on  wio&t  o?  tX^cwA^^^^^few^^'^^ieiS^it^' 
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for  dwolliiiff  on  them  in  ilus  place.  At  the  head  of  them, 
is  }>nj[K:rty  in  hiiiiuui  huiiiL;^.  It  ia  ahao&t  jsupurHtiiiua  tu 
observe,  thut  tliis  institution  can  hare  no  place  in  any 
rMiciety  ovL'D  pretending;  to  be  fo)mde<l  on  juBtioe,  or  .on  I'el- 
luwstiip  between  huinau  croattircs.  Cut,  iniquitous  as  it  h, 
yet  when  tlie  state  has  exjue^slv  lepdized  it,  and  human 
bein^,  for  generations,  li&ve  been  bought,  sold,  lind  iuher* 
ited  under  sanction  of  law,  it  is  another  wroiijr,  in  abolish- 
ing tlie  propei'tv,  not  to  make  full  eoniperii-iition.  This 
wrong  was  avoided  by  the  great  measure  of  justice  in  1833, 
one  of  the  int«t  virtuous  acts,  as  well  as  the  most  pra<!tically 
henefirent,evur  done  collectivelv  bv  a  nation.  Otiier  exam- 
ples of  property  wbieh  ought  not  to  have  been  created,  are 
pr»>p*'rt  its*  in  jmiilic  trusts;  sm-Ii  a^t  judicial  otKces  under  the 
old  French  ri-fifrae,  and  the  heritable  Jurisdictions  which,  in 
countries  not  wliolly  e!uerp:Hl  from  feudality,  pass  willi  the 
htiid.  Our  own  country  a^ords,  as  eaM*s  in  point,  that  of  a 
commission  in  the  army,  nud  of  an  odvowson,  or  right  of 
nomination  to  an  ecclei*ia»tlcal  benefice.  A  property  is  also 
sometimes  created  in  a  right  of  taxing  the  public ;  in  a  niu- 
tiopoly,  for  instance,  or  other  exclusive  privilege.  Tliese 
abutj^cs  piwnil  most  in  sumibarbarons  countries ;  but  are 
not  without  example  in  the  most  civilized.  In  France  there 
are  several  important  trades  and  professions,  uicludlng  no- 
taries, ftt^^rney8,  brokers,  appraisers,  printers,  even  bakers, 
and  (until  lately)  butelu-nt,  of  which  the  numbers  arc  limit- 
ed by  law.  Tlie  fjriwt  or  privilege  of  one  of  the  pcrmitt^'d 
imniber  cunse(piently  brings  a  high  price  in  tlic  market.  In 
these  eases,  compensation  probably  could  not  with  justice  be 
refuswl,  on  the  abolitinn  of  the  privilege.  Tlierc  are  other 
eiu^es  in  wliich  this  would  be  more  doubtful.  The  question 
would  turn  upon  what,  in  the  peeuliar  eireuniBtaneeB,  was 
Hutficiimt  to  et)iistitute  presi'ription  ;  and  whether  the  legal 
recognition  which  the  abu^;  had  obtained,  was  sufHetent  to 
eoutttitiite  it  an  institution,  or  amounte<l  only  to  an  ocea* 
Bional  lifrcTuse.  It  would  be  at>surd  to  claim  mmpcnsalinn 
for  losses  caused  by  changes  in  &  lanff,  a  \\A\\^  ty\A«atft&5 
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vnrialjle  from  yenr  to  yeiir;  or  for  Tnono[K)lies  like  those 
jrnmtcd  to  iudividnals  by  Queen  Elizabctli,  i'uvours  of  a 
<iesi)otif  authority,  whicli  tliu  power  tlmt  gave  was  compe- 
tent at.  any  time  to  recal. 

So  niucli  on  tho  iu&titution  of  property,  a  enliject  of 
wliicli,  tor  the  puq>useii  of  jiolttical  e<.'onoiny,  it  wha  inili»> 
pensal'le  to  treat,  but  on  whicb  we  could  not  tiscftilly  con- 
fine oiirselvea  to  eiTonofriical  ronsuleratioiiK.  We  have  now 
to  inquire  on  what  princi]>lcs  and  witli  what  remilra  ilie  dis- 
tribution  of  the  produce  of  land  and  iabonr  is  effected,  under 
the  relationg  wincli  ihiri  itietitutiou  creates  among  tliu  diflcr- 
ent  raonilwrs  of  the  community. 


cnAPTER  m. 

OP  THE  CLASSES  AMONO    WHOM   THE  PRODITR  IS 
DISTKIBUTED. 


§  1.  Pkivatk  properly  htnnfr  aKpninod  as  a  fact,  we 
hiive  next  to  cuuuienite  tliu  diifci-eiit  cItl.s^L■^  of  iK-reons  to 
wlioin  it  •'ivea  Hiw ;  wliiwc  rxintnirri'Tice,  or  at  least  whose 
jx-miission,  is  necesenry  to  proOuftion,  »nd  who  are  lliere- 
fbre  altlo  to  etipulalt;  Tor  a  t^liaiv  of  lliu  priKluoo.  We  Iiiivo 
to  inquiiv,  according  to  what  laws  tlic  produce  distributee 
itself  among  thei^e  clasaea,  by  the  i^pnntaneouA  action  of  the 
interests  of  those  coneeriicd  :  after  whioli  a  further  question 
will  be,  what  efl'wts  are  or  might  be  pvoduiwl  by  laws, 
iniilituiioiig,  and  measures  of  government,  in  superseding  or 
niitdifying  that  eiK>iitaneou6  distribution. 

The  three  rcquitites  of  production,  as  has  been  si>  often 
i-cpeatcd,  arc  labour,  capital,  and  land  :  understanding  by 
capital,  the  means  and  appliance))  which  are  the  ac^cumn- 
lated  rcsidta  of  previnua  hdronr.  and  by  hxnd,  the  niatcrixls 
and  instruments  snppHt-d  by  nature,  whetlier  contained  in 
ttic  interior  of  the  cartti,  or  contitituling  its  surface.  Since 
each  of  these  elements  of  producrion  may  be  separately  ap 
propriated,  tlie  industrial  comit»unity  may  be  considered  aft 
divided  into  landowners,  capitalists,  and  productive  labour* 
cr».  Each  of  these  cla££C£,  as  sucb,  obtains  a  share  of  tho 
produce :  no  other  (Mirstm  or  cla«i*  obtains  anything,  except 
by  concession  from  tlicni.  Tho  remainder  of  the  conimnnity 
is,  in  fact,  supportwl  at  their  c?rj)onge,  giving,  if  any  equiva- 
lent, one  consiirting  of  nnproiluclWe  WT\\efcs.    'X\w*fc'Cffl 
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I'lii&scs,  thcroforo,  arc  conBiUcrcd  iu  politicul   ecoiioiiiy  u** 
making'  up  thtj  wliole  coinmniiity 

§  2.  Bvit  altltough  those  three  eomctimce  exist  as  sepa- 
rate L'lftAHis,  (iivitliitt^  tlie  produce  anionic  tlif^iii,  tlit;y  do  nut 
necei#ariljr  or  always  so  exist;  Tlie  fact  is  so  luiicli  otUcr- 
wi#e,  tlmt  there  arc  ouly  one  or  two  cuiiiiiianitieii  in  wliich 
the  complete  sepurution  (>f  tliese  classes  is  the  gonoral  nile. 
England  and  Seotlftntl,  with  jtarLs  of  Btil^^inni  und  llolluntl, 
are  alniut^t  the  only  countries  in  the  world,  where  tJic  land, 
capital,  and  liibuur  einptoyc<l  in  a^ffrienUiire,  are  generally 
the  property  ol'm-paratu  owners.  The  oixlinary  caac  is,  that 
the  fiamc  person  owns  either  two  of  these  reqiusitee^  or  all 
three. 

Tiie  ease  in  whirli  the  same  person  owns  all  three,  cro- 
bmcett  the  two  extremes  of  existing  society,  in  respect  to  the 
iudcpendcnce  and  dignity  of  the  labouring  elas*.  Firet, 
when  the  labourer  hiniself  i«  the  projirietur.  ThJ:*  is  the 
cttniuionest  case  in  the  Northern  States  of  the  American 
Union ;  one  of  the  eommone*t  in  France,  Switzerland,  the 
three  Scundinaviau  kingdoms,  and  parts  of  (tennany  ;  *  and 

•  "Thi*  Norwcpiiin  teiurn"  (say  Ihe  Coinmi!*«i(»nt>ra  Df  piwr  Ijiw  Rni|ittrr, 
to  whom  iiironuuttOQ  wm  raml^iHl  I'rom  ntarly  <'rur>  cnuiitry  in  Eiirtijit?  am) 
.\nicnca  by  tlie  «mbHi>mikira  und  coiu>iib)  tiwrv)  "  sutM  itut  nt  the  lafit  rr-nmjsi  iti 
l$i&.  otitof  a  iwpuhdon  or  1,0S1,31B  pcnnnji,  Uterc  fiwrc  fiS.-IRI  rreobolUi-ra. 
A*  l>x  AV,<lfl4  (^<cchol<li*ni  mtirt  be  meant  liV.-lCl  liiMdB  of  JjLiniliHi,  or  aitwiX 
il(iO,4H>n  iiidiviiliialii;  tliK  frtTlioltli-nt  muMl  fonn  more  tlinn  a  rounh  of  lb<>  wliot* 
popiilalurii.  Mr.  Uai;;i-cu;t)i-  states  ibaL  in  Di.-rinmrk  (liv  wliU'b  Zealand  tad  tbe 
w^aiiittiK  i»laiitlH  aiv  |in]bnblr  ni(>unt)  nut  »f  u  iHtpiiliitioa  uT  O^ii.llu,  tbc  nutn- 
bn  of  laiidoi)  pn)|iilL-toni  anj  farmflni  U  415,1  Tl,  or  nt-nrly  niK--tiJiir.  la  Slca- 
wick  Hutswrn.  out  at'  «  po[ml«iiaii  of  (IM.OS.'i,  it  U  );*«,IU7.  or  alHutt  utiMbinl. 
Tlic  pro|)ortioii  of  )>roprlt>tor«  and  fnmiom  In  Lite  wlioli-  |Mi|>uIeilioii  l»  imt  invrii 
in  KwhIcii;  but  (Ik*  Stockholm  rctuni  ejiUmtttos  itu- vrtTSf^tr  (iiiaolitTof  luu** 
aniicxcl  to  n  libimrcr's  boUtatioo  at  Troni  «ii>>  lu  ftw  nonm;  and  tiiouf^  the 
Oullvnburg  return  ^ires  a  tuirvr  cstiinalc.  It  BcIdA.  tluit  \l\.f  [loajontit  |wi<Mi<m  modi 
of  thtf  land.  In  W'urteniburp  wc  aro  told  Uial  raon'  than  two-lhinln  nf  tlic 
laliomiog  ti(t|mUttun  arc  tlte  pmpridareurtJii.'iroii'ii  babitiitioiu,  and  tlutolmu^t 
all  own  at  kawt  a  garden  of  from  tbre(M]iiartcrs  of  an  acre  to  an  uvtv  ami  a  lialf." 
Ill  autne  of  then  elati-ntrntji,  iimprictoni  aiiO  rariiK'rs  arv  nut  diflcriioiiiatcd ;  but, 
"ait  tbv  fTtin-rKt  concqr  in  statio];  tUc  number  ot  iia';j-\aSw>tnQt«\n\M'N<eri«u^^ 
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ft  cmnmon  uasc  in  p:ir{fi  of  Italy  and  in  Brli^iinn.  In  all 
thcM;  countries  tliore  we,  no  doubt,  larye  landc-d  properties, 
aii<l  »  srtill  greatt-T  unniluT  whifli,  witliotit  liuing  large,  re- 
quire the  occasional  or  constant  aid  of  hired  labourure. 
Much,  however^  of  tlie  land  U  owned  in  portions  too  small 
to  require  any  ullicr  luhour  than  tliat  of  the  pt-asant  and  his 
family,  or  fully  to  oe*'npy  even  that.  Tlie  ctipital  cDipInyod 
if!  ni>t  always  liiat  of  the  peasajit  pi-oprictur,  mnny  ol'  tliede 
tmall  prupeilies  being  mortgajjed  to  obtain  ihe  means  of 
eulti%'atin^ ;  but  the  (^ujillal  is  invested  at  tlie  peasant^s  ri»k, 
and  tliough  he  pays  intt-rcst  for  it,  it  gives  to  no  one  any 
right  of  interterenec,  e^tciij)!,  perliujif,  eventu:dly  to  take 
|H>Ki<C)t»>ion  of  the  land,  if  the  interest  ceases  to  be  paid. 

Tlie  other  ease  in  which  iho  laml,  Inlmur,  niuJ  eapitui, 
belong  to  the  same  person,  is  the  case  of  slave  countries,  in 
which  the  hibourers  themselves  are  owned  by  the  landowner. 
Our  West  Imiia  colonics  before  emancipation,  and  tiie  sngnr 
colonies  of  the  nations  by  whom  a  similar  atrt  of  justice  is 
Hi  ill  uniH*rformed,  are  e.xamples  of  large  establishments  for 
agricultural  and  mannfactunng  labour  (the  i>ro<luction  of 
sugar  and  rinn  is  a  coniliination  of  Intth)  in  whiirh  the  hiud, 
the  factories  (if  they  may  so  he  called),  the  nniohinery,  and 
the  flegradod  labourei-s,  are  all  the  property  hf  »  capitalist, 
lu  this  case,  as  well  as  in  its  extreme  opposite,  the  ease  of 
the  peasiint  proprietor,  there  is  no  divi&iou  of  the  produce. 

§  3.  When  the  three  requisites  are  nut  all  ownKl  l>y 
the  same  pursr.n,  it  often  hapi>en6  that  two  of  them  an*  so. 
Sometimes  the  same  person  owns  the  capital  and  the  land, 
hut  not  the  labour.  Tlio  landlord  makes  his  engagement 
dirtfclly  with  the  lahoui'er,  and  supplies  the  whole  or  part 
of  the  stock  neeessan,-  for  cultivation.  Tliis  system  is  the 
usrnil  one  in  those  parts  of  Continental  Enrr>pe,  in  wliich 
the  labourers  ore  neither  serfs  on  tlic  one  liand,  nur  pi-o 

—  Prtfat*  In  Fntvitrn  CfmnnvnieflUfW,  p.  Tt»viil  1  As  itii- irpiirmi  *ti%ht»  af 
the  lubonriiip  (a^uEiltf,  Uie  (.-undttiun  uf  a  Miiifcuuui  fuc  liiic  U  alntosL  yiecttULu:  %a 
lircMt  Brhjiia. 
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prietora  on  tlic  other.    It  was  very  common  in  France 
fort!  t}ic  Kuvoli;tioii,  and  it^  still  much  practised  in  eomej 
porta  of  that  countiy,  wlicn  tliu  laud  is  not  the  property' 
of  tlie  ndtivator.     It  pruvwilB  f^^iierally  in  ibe  l«vel  dis 
tricte  of  Italy,  except  those  principiilly  i)afttoral,  »uch  as  tlie, 
lklareniin:i  »»!'  Tuscany  Jiiid  tiie  C'unipiipm  nf  Rome.     On 
this  system   the  division   uf  tliu  pruduce  is  betweca  twoj 
claases,  the  landowner  nnd  tlie  lnhonrer. 

lu  other  cases  again  the  lahciiiicr  does  not  own  Iho  laiid^ 
but  owns  the  little  stock  employed  on  it,  the  landlord  not 
beinjr  in  the  habit  of  supplyiiif;  any.  Thi^  system  generally 
pi-cvails  in  L'elund.  It  is  nearly  universal  in  India,  and  in 
most  countries  of  tlie  KaAt ;  whether  tlio  govern  ment  re- 
tains, &&  it  ^eni-rally  dtK-s,  the  ownership  uf  the  soil,  or 
j^llows  portions  to  become,  either  absolutely  or  in  u  fjualitied 

i,  the  property  or  individuale.  In  India,  however,  things' 
"are  so  far  better  tlum  in  Ireland,  that  the  owner  of  land  is 
in  the  bubit  of  making  advances  to  the  cnltivatoi's.  if  they 
cannot  cultivate  without  them.  For  these  advances  the 
native  landed  proprietor  usually  demands  high  interest ; 
but  the  principal  landowner,  thi*  government,  nuikcs  them 
gratuitously,  recovering  the  advance  after  the  harvest,  !o- 
getlier  witii  the  rent.  The  produce  is  here  divided  a«  be- 
fore, between  the  same  two  eladse^,  the  laiuiowiicr  and  the 
labourer. 

Tlicse  arc  the  jirincipal  variations  in  the  elassiticatioD  of 
those  among  whom  the  prwluce  of  agricultural  labour  is' 
distributed.     In  tlie  case  of  manufacturing  indnstry  thcro 
never  arc  more  than  two  classes,  the  labourers  and  tlie  cap- 
italit^ta.     The  original  artisans  in  all  countries  were  either 
slaves,  or  the  women  of  the  family.     In  the  mauufactuiiug 
establishments  of  the  aneJents^  whether  on  a  large  or  on  a 
small  scale,  the  labourers  xvei-e  usually  the  property  of  tlio 
capitalist.     In  general,  if  any  manual  labour  was  thought] 
compatible  witb  the  dignity  of  a  freeman,  it  was  only  agri-j 
<-uliuraI  labour.     The  converse  pystem,  in  which  the  cnpitn! 
by  tlie  labtmrer,  was  coeval  with  fi-eo  luliour, 
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bikI  iinch'T  it  tho  first  srciit  advanees  of  inannfflctiirin" 
inilut>tj-y  were  at'hioviKl.  The  arti&an  owned  the  loom  or 
the  few  tooli»  he  used,  and  workml  on  hid  own  account ;  or 
at  K'ast  cndinl  by  doing  so,  thouj;h  lie  n«unlly  worked  for 
anotiiLT,  fifat  an  aj>prt!nticc  and  ni'xt  as  jonrncymaii,  for  a 
certain  numbor  of  years  bt'forc  he  could  be  admitted  a  mas- 
ItT.  Bui  Ihi'  •'tftt""  nl*  a  jRTinanent  joiimryinan,  all  bis  lifo 
n  hired  iaiionrer  and  nothing  more,  liad  no  place  iu  the 
cral\6  and  ^tiiULs  of  the  middle  agc8.  In  country  villages, 
where  a  carpenter  or  a  b)acki>iiiith  cannot  live  and  ^ujijKjrt 
lured  labourers  on  the  returns  of  his  business,  he  is  even 
now  hiii  own  workman  ;  and  shopkeepers  in  fiimilar  cir- 
L-urastanccs  arc  their  own  shopmen,  or  shopwomen.  But 
wherever  the  extent  of  the  market  admits  of  it,  the  distinct- 
liiih  is  now  fully  estnbUshe<I  between  the  class  of  ca])itali!)ts, 
or  employers  of  labour,  and  the  class  of  labourers ;  the  cap- 
italists, in  peneral,  contributing  no  other  labour  than  that 
of  direcliun  and  supcrintcudcnce. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


OF  COMrETITKIN,  AND  CUSTOM. 


§  1.     UsDEK  the  rule  of  mdindual  jiroperty,  the  dirift* 
ion  of  tlio  prodiK'u  is  the  result  of  twi>  deltmiinitig  agen- 
oies:  Competition,  and  Custom.    It  is  hnportant  to  naccr-i 
tain  the  amnnnt  orinfluRucc  wliicli  bt'Ionpi  to  cfu-h  of  thewi 
causes,  and  iu  wliat  manner  the  opcrutiuu  ot'uiiu  is  moditicd, 
by  iho  other. 

Political  economists  jronerally,  and    Kii-rlish   jwliltcal 
L'eouomi»t»   almve    olhers,   Iiave   been    actustomwi   to   lay 
alnu»8t  exclusive  stress  npon  the  first  of  thcee  a^-ncics;  toj 
oxatfgcrate  the  effect  of  competition,  nnd  to  take  into  liltlo 
account  tliu  other  and  contlieting  principle.     Tliey  it  re  apt 
to  express  thcmselvc*  as  if  they  thought  that  competition 
actually  does,  in  ail  cases,  whatever  it  can  be  shown  to  be 
the  tendency  of  competition  to  do.     lliia  is  partly  intelligi- 
ble, if  we  con&ider  that  only  throuph  the  principle  of  com- 
petition has  ]K)titicnl  economy  any  preteusiun  to  the  eharao 
ter  of  a  science.    So  fur  as  rents,  profits,  wages,  prices,  aro 
determined  by  competition,  laws  may  bo  assigned  for  them. 
Assume  competition  to  be  their  exclusive  regulator,  aodl 
principles  of  broad  generality  and  scientific  precision  may 
Ihj  laid  down,  acconhiig  lo  whicli  they  will  be  regulated. 
Tltc  political  economist  justly  deems  this  his  proper  biiai- 
He66 :  and  as  nn  abstract  or  hypothetical  science,  political  econ-] 
omy  cannot  be  rcqnirwl  to  do,  and  indeed  cannot  do,  any-j 
thing  more.     But  it  would  be  a  great  miseoDecptioD  of  th( 
A<}tual  course  of  human  aftWt^,  \a  w.\'^\«k»  ^isat  c'xiw\)etiiioitj 
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ncercises  in  fart  this  unlimited  swaj.  I  ftin  not  speaking  of 
monopolies,  cither  niituittl  or  nrtificini,  or  of  any  interfcr- 
enrcs  of  iiutliority  with  llie  liberty  of  proiiurtion  or  ex- 
olianj;:e.  S«("h  disrnrbing  causes  hnvc  always  been  allowed 
for  by  political  «<:ononiiHt«.  I  ^pnik  of  {?aflt»  in  wbi^-li  tliere 
le  notliini;  to  restrain  competition  ;  no  hindrance  to  it  eitlier 
in  the  nature  of  the  cat<ci  or  in  aiiiHcial  ohstaeles;  yet  in 
wbit'h  tlie  n-Hiilt  is  not  determined  by  eoinpctitlnn,  but  ]>y 
euistoni  or  usn^o  ;  competition  eillier  not  taking  place  at  all, 
nr  producing  itB  effect  iu  (juit*^  a  difi'erent  manner  from  that 
which  is  tuxliuarily  osdiuucd  to  be  natural  to  it. 


§  8.  Competition,  in  fact,  has  only  become  in  any  can- 
Bidernble  degree  the  j;ovcming  principle  of  contracts,  at  a 
W)mparativcly  modern  period.  The  farther  we  look  bnek  into 
history,  the  mure  we  see  all  tran»tetionR  and.  engagements 
under  tlie  influence  of  fixed  enstonifi.  Tiie  reason  is  evident, 
(.'iistoin  is  the  most  powerful  jirotectur  of  the  weak  againi't 
the  sti-ong ;  tlieir  sole  |>rotettor  where  there  are  no  laws  or 
government  adequate  to  the  purpose.  Cn^tom  is  a  barrier 
whiuh,  even  in  the  most  oppressed  condition  of  mankind, 
tyranny  i*  foired  in  some  dcjjree  to  re*iK!ct.  To  the  iiidiis- 
trioiiB  popiihitiiin,  in  a  turbulent  military  community,  free- 
dom of  cmpetirion  is  a  vain  pbraw;  they  are  never  in  a 
condition  to  maki<  tcrinn  for  thentwlvea  by  it :  thore  is 
always  a  master  who  throws  hi&  sword  into  the  scale,  and 
the  terms  arc  Buch  as  he  imposes.  liut  Though  the  law  of 
the  strongest  decides,  it  is  not  the  interest  nor  in  general  the 
practice  of  the  strongest  to  strain  that  law  to  the  utmost, 
and  ever)-  relaxation  uf  it  has  a  li>ndency  to  bei-ottie  ii  eutt- 
tom,  and  every  custom  to  become  a  right.  Itiyhts  thus 
originating,  and  not  comi>etitiou  in  any  shape,  dttermiue,  in 
a  nide  state  of  wciety,  the  share  of  the  produce  enjoyed  by 
those  who  produce  it.  The  relations,  more  espe<rally,  be- 
tween the  landowner  and  the  cultivntor,  and  the  payments 
maile  by  the  latter  to  the  foruier,  are,  in  all  slates  uf  soi-iety 
but  the  most  modern,  detonnined  hy  the  vift-ij^e  <s(  V\\^  t«w\- 
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try.  Never  until  late  times  have  the  conditions  of  the  wjob 
pancy  ot"  land  been  (as  a  j^eneral  rule)  an  afluir  of  C'oiiii«e-J 
tition.  The  occupier  for  the  tune  lias  very  couunouljr  beca 
ooiifeidercd  to  have  a  right  to  retain  his  hohliiij?,  while  ho 
ttiUils  the  cii8totniu*j  rt;(£uirLincnts ;  and  h:is  thus  l>eirunie^ 
in  a  certain  sense,  a  co-proprietor  of  the  soil.  Even  where 
the  hoUltii-  had  not  acipiinul  this  iixity  of  tenure,  the  te 
of  occupation  have  often  been  fixed  and  invariable. 

In  India,  for  example,  and  other  Asiatic  commimitica 
similarly  cont<titute<l,  tlie  ryotj,  or  pea^ant-farmera,  are  n 
regarded  as  tenants  at  will,  nor  even  as  tenants  by  virtue  of 
a  lesuie.  In  most  villagei^  there  art;  indeed  borne  rvoUt  on 
this  prcearioud  footing,  eoudi:sting  of  those,  or  the  descend- 
ant* uf  those,  who  liave  settled  in  the  place  at  a  known  and 
eouijianitivuly  recent  period  :  but  all  who  ar«  looked  ujt«a 
as  descendauts  or  representatives  of  the  oriij;iual  iuhubitunts, 
and  even  many  mere  tenants  of  ant;ient  ilate,  are  thou^^ht 
entitled  to  retain  their  land,  as  long  as  they  pay  the  cut^tom- 
ary  rents.  What  theae  customary  rent«  are,  or  ought  to  ba, 
has  indecil,  in  tnost  cases,  become  a  matter  of  obsctirity ; 
usurpation,  tyranny,  and  foreign  conquest  having  to  a  great 
degree  obliterated  the  evidences  of  them.  But  when  an  old 
and  jturely  Hindoo  principality  falls  under  the  dominion  of 
the  British  Government,  or  the -management  of  its  office 
and  when  the  detaila  of  the  revenue  system  come  to  !)©■ 
inquirud  into,  it  is  usually  found  that  though  the  demands 
of  the  great  landholder,  the  Slate,  have  been  swelled  by 
fiscal  raparily  until  all  limit  is  prnctii^ally  lost  sight  of,  it 
has  yet  been  thought  necessary  to  have  a  distinct  name  and 
a  separate  pretext  fur  each  ine-rease  of  exaction  ;  so  that  th^ 
denuind  has  sometimes  eorae  to  consist  of  tkirty  or  forty 
dinV^rent  items,  in  ailditinn  to  the  nominal  renL  This  cir^ 
cuitous  mode  of  increasing  tlie  payments  afcauredly  wtud 
not  have  been  re8«jrtcd  to,  if  there  had  been  an  ai  knowl 
edged  right  in  the  landlord  to  increase  the  rent.  Its  adop- 
tion is  a  proof  that  there  was  once  an  otJV^tive  liniitatinn, 
a  real  customary  rent ;  and  that  the  understood  right  of  tho 


(WMPBTmON  AXO  CUHTOM. 


300 


to  tlio  land,  so  lung  as  lie  paid  rent  armnliiuj  to  cos- 
torn,  wus  at  some  time  or  otiier  more  than  iinmiiml.*  TIio 
Itritigli  Goveninient  »1*  India  always  simplifies  the  tenure 
by  cons-olidatiijg  the  various  assessim-nts  into  one,  thus  mak- 
ing tlie  rent  nominally  U8  well  as  really  an  arbitrary  thing, 
cr  at  luast  a  matter  of  specific  ai::iH*L*tm;iit :  but  it  Bcnipuloiia- 
ly  respects  the  right  of  the  ryot  to  the  land,  though  until  the 
reforms  of  the  prenent  generation  preforms  oven  now  only 
partially  earriwl  into  etfect)  it  seldom  Itift  him  mui-li  more 
tlmn  a  bare  subsistence. 

In  nxMlern  Europe  the  cnltivntore  hflve  gradually  emerged 
from  a  state  of  pci-sonal  slavery.  Tlie  biirharian  comjUL-rtin* 
of  the  AVeatem  empire  found  tliat  the  eafticst  mode  of  inan- 
a^iing  their  ctmqucftts  would  be  to  leave  (he  tH'ciipatuin  of 
the  land  in  the  hands  in  wliich  they  found  it,  and  to  &rtve 
tlieniKGlvcB  a  lalmur  so  uncongenial  as  ihe  sujwrintendcnoti 
of  tronpii  of  slaves,  liy  allowing  the  slaves  to  retain  in  a  eer- 
lain  degree  the  control  of  their  own  action;?,  under  an  obli- 
gation to  furnish  the  lord  with  provisions  and  labour.  A 
coniinon  cxped!uul  was  to  assign  to  the  «erf,  fur  his  exclusive 
nso,  as  mnch  land  a-s  was  thought  suffieicnt  for  his  su])port» 
and  to  make  him  work  on  the  other  landB  of  hia  lord  wiien- 
ever  required.  By  degrees  these  indefinite  obligations  wero 
transformed  into  a  definite  one,  of  supplying  a  fixetl  quan- 
tity of  provieiiins  or  a  fixetl  quanlily  of  labour:  and  hh  the 
lords,  in  time,  became  inclined  to  employ  their  income  in 
the  purchase  of  luxuries  rather  than  in  the  maintenance  of 
retainers,  the  paynieiils  in  kind  were  ciunuiuted  for  pay- 
ments in  money.  Kaeb  coneei^gion,  at  first  volnntary  and 
revocable  at  pleibiurc,  gradually  acquired  the  force  of  cus- 
tom, and  was  at  last  rcco}<nised  and  enforced  by  the  tiibii- 
nals.  In  this  nuinner  tlie  serfs  progressively  rose  into  a  fi-ee 
Icnantvy,  who  held  iheir  land  in  perpetuity  on  fixed  coudi 


■  Tbr  MiiMMtt  Uw  books  of  Ute  IlirnlfKw  nit'tiiion  in  some  CMe*  onn-^iixlh,  in 
olh0T»  ooe-fttuitb  ai'  ibfi  produce,  u  a  propiT  rviit ;  Imt  tlicre  la  iiu  rii'kncf  ilut 
ibe  nilcfl  Ukl  iawa  la  tbow:  boolui  wen,  at  u;  pvriud  of  hluUiTT,  naily  wteJ 

flpOD 


310 


BOOK  IL     CHAITEB  IV. 


tions.  The  conilitions  were  soniotimes  verj'  onerous,  nnd" 
tbe  ])cople  very  uii&eralile.  But  tlieir  oblij^uiiuiis  were  Jo-_ 
U'TiiiiiKKl  by  the  unagc  or  law  of  the  ooimtry,  uud  not  bj 
conipotitiou. 

Where  (ho  cuUivature  liad  never  been,  strictly  Ki>eaking, 
in  personal  bond(m;v,  or  after  they  had  ceased  to  be  so, 
exijjeneies  of  a  jKHir  Jintl  litlhi  lulvaTu-ed  stu'icty  gave  rise  to 
auuther  arningcruent,  wliich  in  some  parts  of  Europe,  cveo^ 
higlUy  improved  parts,  has  been  found  enfliciontly  advani 
^M>Uri  to  be  eoiitioucd  to  the  preaenl  day.     I  speak  of  th( 
nu'tayer  system.     L'nder  this,  the  land  is  divided,  lu  sniaHl 
faring,  amonj;  Bin;gle  familit-t;,  the  landlord  generally  snpply- 
inii;  the  stock  which  tbe  ngricidtural  system  of  Hie  uountry 
ii  t^onsidured  ti)  recjnire,  and  receiving,  in  lieu  of  ivnt  andi 
prolit,  a  fixed  propurtion  of  the  produce.    This  proportioi 
which  \s  generally  pai<]  in  kind,  is  usually,  (as  is  implied  in 
the  words  vittoyrr,  meszaunylo,  and  meilictarittSy)  one-lialll 
Tlierc  arc  jdaieH,  however,  such  as  the  rich  voltaiuc  soil  of 
tlic  province  of  Naples,  where  the  landlord  takes  two-thirds 
and  yet  the  cultival<ir  by  means  of  an  excellent  agricultui 
contrives  to  live.     13ut  whether  the  projiortion  ia  two-thirdi] 
or  one  half,  it  is  a  fixed  projxirtion  ;  not  variable  from 
\q  farm,  or  from  tenant  to  tenant.     The  custom  of  the  coun- 
Iry  IB  the  universal  rnle;  nobody  thinks  of  riiising  or  lowa^j 
ing  rents,  or  of  lettinj^  land  on  other  than  tho  eiistomi 
cuiiijitiuns.     Conipclitiun,  as  a  regidator  of  rent,  has  u 
"existence. 


^  3.     Prices,  wlienever  there  waa  no  inonopoly,  camel 
earlier  utider  the  inllucncc  of  competition,  and  are  much 
more  universally  subject  to  it,  than  routs:   but  that  inilu- 
cnee  is  by  no  means,  even  in  tbe  present  activity  of  mcr-j 
CAutile  contpetition^  m  al«olntc  as  is  sometimes  assumed. 
There  is  no  pntposilion  which  niccia  us  in  tlie  field  of  imlit- 
ieal  econotny  otlener  than  this— that  there  ennnot  bo  two 
pri<;ca  in  the  same  market.     Such  undoubtedly  is  (he  nntu-; 
ral  ciToct  of  unimpeded  competition  ;  yet  every  one  knuWfl 
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ihat  tliero  are,  aluiust  RlwavR,  two  prires  in  the  same  mar- 
ket. Not  only  arc  tiiurt;  in  evury  large  town,  ftnd  in  ulinoet 
«vcrr  trade,  cheap  shops  and  dear  6ho]>s,  but  the  same  sliup 
often  iielld  tlie  eame  article  at  difTi^ivnt  pri(-e»  tu  diltiTunt 
customers:  and,  as  a  general  rule,  each  retailer  adapts  his 
findo  of  priees  to  the  elat»  of  cnatumore  whuin  he  ex[)ccta. 
The  wholesale  trade,  in  the  great  artii.lcs  of  cutnincrce.  is 
really  under  the  dominiun  of  coiiipecition.  There,  the  buy- 
ers as  well  us  sellers  aro  traders  and  manufacturers,  and 
their  pui-chasce  are  not  influenced  by  indolenee  or  vulgar 
finery,  but  are  butiinu^  tranf-arlions.  In  the  wliolesale  mar- 
kets tlicrefurc  it  is  true  as  a  general  proposition,  that  there 
art>  not  two  prici'g  at  one  time  for  the  same  thiu<!; :  there  is 
at  eaeh  time  and  place  a  market  piice,  which  can  be  r|Uuled 
in  a  price-current.  Kut  retail  price,  the  price  paid  by  llie 
actual  couijumcr,  seems  to  feel  very  slowly  aud  imperfectly 
the  effect  of  competition  ;  and  when  competition  does  exist, 
it  often,  instead  of  lowering  prices,  merely  divides  the  gains 
of  tlut  hi|rh  price  amontr  a  greater  number  of  dealers.  Ilencc 
it  is  that,  of  the  price  paid  by  the  consumer,  so  large  a  pto- 
portion  ii^  ab8or!ri.'d  by  the  gainn  of  retailers;  and  any  one 
"who  inquires  into  the  amount  which  reaches  the  bande  of 
those  who  made  the  tbiiip^  be  Ituyti,  will  ol^cu  be  abtuuished 
at  its  smallncss.  When  indeed  llic  market,  being  that  of  n 
great  city,  holds  out  a  sufficient  inducement  to  large  capital- 
ists to  engage  in  retail  o|)erationg,  it  is  generally  found  a 
better  speculation  to  attract  a  lai^*  business  by  underselling 
others,  than  merely  to  divide  the  lield  of  eiuplnynient  witli 
them.  This  influence  of  competition  is  making  itself  felt 
more  and  more  through  the  ])riuci{>al  brancites  of  retail 
trade  in  the  large  towns:  and  the  rapidity  and  eheapucsa 
of  trauajiort,  by  making  <*onsunierri  Ic^s  dependent  on  the 
dealers  in  their  iiiiiiicdiatc  neigh  lion  HioihI,  are  tending  to 
aMimilate  more  and  more  the  whole  country  to  a  largo 
town  :  but  hitlierto  it  i:i  only  in  the  great  contrea  of  busi- 
ness tliat  retail  transactions  have  been  chiefly,  or  even 
much,  doterniined,  by  cuuipetltion.    El^^wheru  it   rather 
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nols,  when  it  ncta  at  h11,  as  an  oirca^^ional  di^tnrbing  influ>- 
fiicb ;  tlte  habitual  regulatur  h  i-\ibtuiit,  uiodiHed  truui  titiiu 
to  time  by  notioiiK  existing  in  ll'e  iiiin<lB  of  ^mrchasOTB  and 
BL'llurH,  ul'souie  kind  «re(niity  or  justice. 

In  many  trades  tlie  terms  on  whitli  busitiese  w  done  uro 
a  mattur  of"  jxwiUve  aJTaniicnu'nt  iimon^  tlie  trade,  wlio  luo 
the  means  they  alwuys  possoes  of  making  the  sitoation  of 
any  meinlier  of  the  IkhIv  wlio  departR  from  itt*  lixwl  ctift- 
toma,  iiironveuieiit  or  disajrrecalile.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  hookeelling  trade  wae,  uutll  lately,  one  of  tliesc,  and 
that  notwithstanding  the  at-tive  Hj)irit  of  rivalry  in  ihtitrado, 
compctitixu  did  nut  produce  its  uaturul  efieet  iit  breaking 
down  tlie  trade  rules.  All  pnif(«sional  remimeration  is 
regulated  by  custom.  Tlic  fees  of  ]>Lyhicinn(i,  snrgeone,  and 
bnrnsters,  the  cimrgee  of  atturneys,  are  nearly  invariable. 
Kot  certainly  for  want  of  abundant  conijictition  in  thoce 
professions,  but  liecause  ihc  conipHitioii  ojwrates  by  dimiii* 
i&hing  each  competitor's  ehanco  of  fees,  not  by  lowering  the 
fe(«  thcmselvee. 

Since  custom  etand*  its  ground  agiiinst  c«)ni]K:fttion  to  to 
eonfeiderable  an  extent,  even  where,  from  tlie  muliitudo  of 
competitora  and  the  general  energy  in  the  pursuit  of  gnin, 
the  spirit  of  competition  is  etitjiigost,  we  may  be  sure  that 
this  is  much  more  the  case  whert^  jniople  are  content  with 
smaller  gains,  and  estimate  their  pecuniary  interest  at  a, 
lower  rate  wlien  bulaiieetl  against  their  ease  or  their  plon«- 
ure.  I  lielieve  it  will  often  be  found,  iti  Continental  Eu- 
rope, that  prices  and  cliarges,  of  wme  or  of  all  sorts,  are 
nmcli  higher  in  some  places  than  in  ottiers  not  far  distant, 
without  its  Iwing  possible  to  assign  any  other  cause  than 
that  it  has  nlways  been  so  :  the  customers  are  iiseii  to  it,  and 
acquiewc  in  it.  An  enterprising  competitor,  with  suAleient 
capital,  might  force  down  the  charges,  and  make  his  fortune 
during  the  process;  but  tlierc  are  no  entcrjtrising  ci>miH'ti- 
tor6 ;  those  who  have  capital  prefer  to  leave  it  where  it  is, 
or  to  niak<;  U^ss  profit  by  it  in  a  more  quiet  w:iy. 

These  observations  must  be  received  as  a  general  eor- 
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recHon  to  bo  applied  whonovcr  relevant,  whether  cxprc-fisly 
iiit!ntiuni!<I  or  not,  to  tite  (Hinelusions  e<jnttiirK><]  in  tlie  stib^'C- 
quent  portions  of  tliis  trealiae.  Oar  reasonings  mnst.,  in 
general,  procfwl  as  if  thu  known  und  natural  L'ti'ot'tfi  of  cmtti- 
pL'tiiiou  Vivm  OL'tually  pru4]ii('.(;4l  liv  it,  in  all  cum'H  in  nliit-ti 
it  16  not  rcetroinecl  by  some  fiositivc  obstacle.  "Where  com- 
jiclition,  tliuui^Ii  free  to  exii-t,  dots  not  exist,  or  where  it 
exists,  bnt  has  its  Batural  consequences  overruled  by  any 
other  a^jfoncy,  the  conclusions  will  fail  more  or  less  of  being 
apiilicable.  To  escape  error,  wo  ought,  in  applying;  the  con- 
clusions of  political  economy  to  the  actual  afl'uira  of  life,  to 
consider  not  only  what  will  happen  suppofiin^the  ma.\iinuin 
of  competition,  but  how*  fjvr  the  result  will  be  aficctcd  if 
competition  falls  short  of  Ihe  nmximum. 

Tlic  states  of  econoniieni  relation  which  stand  first  in 
order,  to  be  discussed  anJ  nppixx-iated,  arc  lliose  in  which 
eorapc'titioa  has  no  part,  the  arbiter  of  tranHactions  K'in^ 
cither  brntc  force  or  cslahlitiht'd  nsajre.  These  will  be  the 
tubjcct  of  the  next  four  chapters. 
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OF  SLAVERY. 


g  1.     Among  tJic  forms  which  socicry  assumes  under  tli 
influence  ot*  the  institoiion  of  piMperty,  there  arc,  as  I  hav^ 
already  remarked,  two,  otherwise  of  a  widely  dissimilar  eha^' 
acter,  but  rcacmbJiDg  in  this,  tliat  tbe  ownurs]ii|t  of  tiie  laud, 
the  lahoiir,  and  tbu  eapital,  is  in  the  same  luunls.     One  ol 
these  eases  is  tliat  of  filavery^  the  oilier  is  thai  iif  poa.saiii 
proprietors,     la  iliu  cm:,  tiie  landowner  owns  tin.*  Uii)our,  ii 
the  other  the  labomer  owns  the  land.     We  begin  with  the 
firat. 

In  this  system  all  the  prodiiec  belongs  to  the  landloi 
The  food  and  other  neces^ariea  of  his  labourers  are  part  nl 
his  expenses.     Tlic  labourers  possess  notliinjj  hut  what  h^ 
thinks  fit  to  <;ivc  them,  and  until  he  thinks  fit  to  take 
hack  :  and  they  work  as  hard  as  he  chooses,  or  is  able, 
cuuipel  them.     Tlicir  wret*:hedne8s  is  only  Itniited  by  hi^ 
humanity,  or  liiH  pecuniary  interest.     With  the  tiret  consid- 
eralion,  we  have  on   the  present  occasion   nothing  to  do. 
WliRt  the  swond  in  so  detestable  a  c<^instltution  of  soeiet;! 
may  dictate,  dei>eridH  on  the  faoilitiea  for  importing  fron 
slaves.     If  full-grown  able-biwlifd  slaves  (^an  be  pnjrnrod  ii 
suthiricnt  numbers,  and  impoited  at  a  moderate  expens 
eelf-intoresi  will    nK-oinincTid  workinir  the  slaves  to  deatbf 
and  replaciiio;  them  by  imporlation,  iu  preferenee  to  thesloVj, 
and  expensive  process  of  breeding  them.    Xor  are  tlie  B,\u.v^ 
owners  generally  Ijatkward  in  K'amini:  this  lesson.     It 
jofoWous  thai  siutli  was  the  praetice  in  our  slave  colonic 
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while  the  slave  tifide  was  legal ;  and  it  ib  said  to  be  &o  BtOl 
in  Cuba. 

^\1iun,  08  among  the  ancienls,  the  t^Iave-market  could 
only  be  supplied  by  captives  t-itlHT  takeik  in  wur,  or  kid- 
napped 1'roiti  thinly  fit'jiltered  Iribi*  on  llie  reuuite  cunlines 
of  the  known  world,  it  was  generally  moro  proHtnblc  to 
keep  up  the  number  by  breeding,  whieh  iK^>e88it.atea  n  far 
better  treatment  of  tlieui ;  and  lur  this. reason,  jouied  with 
several  other.-*,  the  condition  of  slaves,  uotwitJistandinj^  occa- 
sional cnorniitit'tt,  whb  jirobably  nnit^h  letis  bad  in  tlie  an- 
cient world,  than  in  the  eulouies  ol'  modern  natiouii.  The 
Helota  are  nsniilly  eitwl  n*  tho  type  of  tho  mt>9t  hideous 
furm  of  personal  slavery,  but  with  how  little  truth,  appeai-e 
from  the  fact  that  they  were  rogulurly  armed  (though  not 
with  tiie  panoply  of  tlu!  hopllte)  and  fonned  an  integral  part 
of  the  military  strcngtli  of  the  State.  They  were  doubtless 
an  inft-rlor  and  degraded  easte,  but  their  slavery  Boems  to 
hat'e  been  one  of  the  least  onerous  varieties  of  serfdom. 
Slavery  a]>iH>ars  in  fur  more  frightful  colours  among  the 
Romans,  dnring  the  period  in  which  the  Roinun  ni-isitocriicy 
wjui  gorging  itself  with  the  plunder  of  a  newly-<*ouque.red 
world.  The  Romans  were  a  ernul  people,  uud  the  worthless 
nobles  sported  with  the  lives  of  their  myriads  of  slaves  wirh 
tlie  same  reckless  prodigality  with  wliicli  they  squandered 
any  other  part  of  their  ill-acquired  }>osse!«sions.  Yet,  sla- 
very is  diveste*!  of  one  of  iUs  worst  features  when  it  is  com- 
patible with  hope:  enfraneliiscment  wafi  onsy  and  common: 
enfranchised  slaves  obtained  at  once  the  tidl  rights  of  eiti- 
Mns,  and  instances  were  fre<juent  of  tlieir  aiH]niring  not  oidy 
riches,  but  latterly  even  hoiifiiirs.  By  the  progress  of  milder 
legislation  nnder  the  Kmpcrorp,  niuili  of  ilie  protection  of 
law  was  thrown  round  the  ahive,  he  became  capable  of  po^ 
messing  projterty,  and  the  evrl  jiltogether  aftsununl  n  C(>nsid- 
flrahly  gentler  asjKK't.  I'nfil,  hi>wevcr,  slavery  aesumes  the 
mitigated  form  of  villenage,  in  which  not  only  the  slaves 
have  property  and  legal  rights,  but  their  obligations  an.- 
more  or  less  limited  by  usage,  and  t\\€fj  \i(aT\.\\  \ia\'iu\«  Sss^ 
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their  own  heiic6t ;  their  condilioD  i»  si'ldoin  sucli  as  to  pi 
ducc  a  rapid  growth  tiUicr'ofpopulatiuu  ur  uC  production. 

§  2.     So  long  06  slave  coiuitritM  arc  lUidc-rpwipK-O  in] 
proportion  to  tlieir  cultivablu  hmd,  tlie  labour  tii'  (hu  blaveSi 
under  any  tolerable  iuaiiu|:ement,  produces  much  more  Uiftni 
is  Butficiuiit  for  their  suj>port ;  espeeiallv  as  tlie  great  amount 
of  BUpuriutciidfnce  wliieU  their  lalHUU*  rLqiiiroj,  ]»rrventinp 
tlie  dispersion  of  the  popnlation,  on&urca  some  of  the  advan- 
tages of  comliiiied  labour.      Ucnce,  in  a  good   Boil  and 
climate,  and  with  reasonable  care  of  hid  own  inturestg,  ihe 
owner  of  nianj  slaves  lias  the  means  nt'  hi-ing  rich.     Tlic 
iuHucuec,  however,  of  sueh  a  state  of  soeiely  on  pro<liicliQn, 
is  pcrfeetly  well  understood.     It  is  a  truism  to  assert.  th»t 
labour  uxlortei!  bv  fear  of  punishment  is  iuefticient  and  «n- 
produetive.     It  is  true  that  in  siimo  cireuni&tanees,  hunrae 
beiiige  can  be  driven  by  the  Ia.4i  to  attempt,  and  even  to 
accwuiplish,  tilings  whieli  tlicy  would  not  have  undertaken 
tor  any  payment  which  it  eonld  liave  been  wortli  while  to 
an  employer  to  offer  them.     And  it  is  likely  that  j<rodiic- 
tivo  operations  which  require  much  conibinalion  of  labour,. 
the  production  of  sugar,  for  example,  would  not  have  takcii'' 
place  so  soon  in  the  American  colonies,  if  slavery  had  not 
existed  to  keep  masses  of  labour  together.     There  are  also 
savage  tribes  so  averse  from  regular  industry,  tliat  industrial' 
life  is  8car<*ely  able  to  introduce  itself  Rmong  them  until 
they  ani  eitlier  conquered  and  made  slaves  of,  or  I)ecome 
conquerors  and  make  otherr*  so.     But  alter  allowing  the  full 
value  of  lliese  considerations,  it  remains  certain  that  slavery 
is  incumpatible  with  any  high  stjite  of  the  arts  oi  life,  ami 
any  great   effirieucy  of  labour.     For  all  products  which 
require  ranch  skill,  slave  coimtrics  are  usually  dependent  01 
foreigners.     Uopcless  i-lavery  effectually  hrutifies  tlio  intel-l 
lect ;  and  intpUigeme  in  the  slavps.  though  often  enconragedj 
in  the  ancient  world  and  in  the  East,  is  in  a  mope  advancct 
state  of  siHMcty  a  sonnre  of  bo  much  danger  and  nn  object  of 
8o  milch  dread  to  the  mRatera,  that  iu  some  countries  it  is  », 
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liiglily  iwniil  olTenre  to  tench  a  slave  to  read.  All  pronoHgeB 
carried  on  liy  8l:ivc!  lahour  nre  rondiurtcd  in  tlie  rudctjL  aiid 
most  unimpruved  aianncr.  And  even  the  animni  atreti^h 
of  the  slave  is,  im  iiii  averafre,  not  Iialt*  exerted.*  The  mild* 
GBt  furiu  ofaltivery  is  certainly  the  condition  of  the  &erf,  wliu 
is  attached  to  the  Boilf  Hnpports  himself  froto  his  aHotment, 
and  works  a  certain  nuinher  of  days  in  tlie  week  for  his 
lord-  Vet  there  ie  but  one  opinion  on  the  extreme  inef- 
ficiency of  aerf  labour.  Tlic  following  passage  la  Irom  Pro- 
(cKiior  Jone?,+  whose  Kfesay  on  the  Uibtributioii  of  Wealth 
(or  rather  on  Rent),  i.^  a  ro|iious  repertory  of  valuable  fact^ 
on  the  landed  tenureit  of  ditl'orent  countric)?. 

*'  The  Ru^iaus,  or  rather  those  German  writers  who 
have  observed  the  manners  and  habits  of  Kuscia,  state  mmio 
fitroug  facta  on  this  point.  Two  Middlesex  mowers,  tliey 
WKy,  will  mow  iu  a  day  as  much  grass  aa  six  Kut^iau  aerfa, 
ftnd  iu  «pite  of  tlic  dearnetn^  of  pronsions  in  England  and 
their  choipni'sii  in  lin^hin,  the  uiowing  a  (piantity  of  hay 
which  would  coit  an  English  farmer  half  a  copeck,  will 
cost  a  Russian  proprietor  thrtsc  or  four  eopeckn.J  The 
Prussian  cuun-M-'llur  uf  btale,  Jacob,  ti  consideix'd  to  havo 
proved,  that  in  Rus>»ia,  where  everything  is  cheap,  the 
labour  of  a  serf  is  <lunbly  as  cxpeni^ivc  as  that  of  a  labonrer 
in  Euglau'l.  M.  Sciinialz  ;2nvcs  a  startling  account  of  the 
unprotlnctivcnesct  of  serf  labour  in  Prussia^  from  Ida  owu 
knowleilgc  and  obscrvation.g  In  Antitria,  it  is  distinctly 
stated,  tiiat  tlie  labour  of  a  &ci*f  is  cM]ual  to  only  one-third  of 
that  of  a  free  hiix>d  labourer.  Tliie  cuhTututiuu,  made  ia  an 
able  work  on  agriculture  (with  soiiit^  extracts  from  whicli  1 
have  been  favoured),  is  applied  to  the  practical  purpoiH!  of 
deciding  ou  the  number  of  labourers  necessary  to  cultivate 

*  Tbo  unproduotireneM  toA  wmnefubtcw  of  Ihc  intluMriol  tiy«teni  tn  tbo 
Btore  SCMes  tyt  North  Atnerica,  t>  iostnictlf  dy  dtsplayeU  id  tbe  v«lublv  wrUiogs 
oTHr.  UliMU-il. 

f  Aufiy  im  iHf  ItitlrikutiitM  nf  W'eatlh  and  an  thf  Sttunt*  of  T^xalum.  Djr 
Uie  Rnr.  Rirluui]  Jottc*.     I'k^i*  Till. 

t  "SrlmuiJx,  Kattwinit  Fotiti^me,  Frendi  trannlatioti,  rol.  i.  p.  M." 

i  "Vol.  U.  p.  nn." 
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ftu  estate  of  a  given  mu{j:j»ituiJc.  Su  palpable,  indeed,  arc 
tlie  ill  effet'ts  of  liiboiir  ri'.iU>*  im  the  indiutry  of  llie  agricul- 
tural populutiun,  tUut  in  Au&tria  itself,  wUere  propoaalfi  of 
clinngcs  o(  any  kind  do  not.  readily  make  tlicir  way,  selicmoA 
and  I'hiUA  fur  the  comumtatiuii  of  lalH^ur  ri;ute  arc  ud  popu- 
lar us  in  the  more  slii'rin!/  (jeimim  ]>rovin('ea  of  tlie 
North."* 

What  is  wanting  iu  the  quality  of  the  luboiir  itself,  is' 
not  made  up  by  any  exoelleuee  in  the  direetiun  and  super- 
intendence. As  the  eanie  writerf  remarks,  tho  lauded 
proprietors  "are  necessarily,  in  thuir  cbaracttT  of  cultiva- 
tors of  tlieir  own  dnuiuiri*,  ibe  uidy  jiuidts  and  directors  of 
the  industry  of  the  aifrieultui-ul  populatlun^"  ainco  11161*6  caD 
be  no  interniediiite  elu6S  of  eapitalist  fannere  where  tho 
labciufers  are  the  prope-rty  of  tlie  lord.  Groat  luudowuei^ 
are  everj'where  an  idlu  class,  or  if  tbey  labour  at  all,  addict 
themselves  only  to  tlie  more  exeitiiij^  kinds  t>f  exertion ; 
that  lion's  share  winch  siiperiorB  always  reserve  for  thcm- 
Belves.  "  It  would  "  as  ITr.  Jones  observes,  "  be  hopeless 
and  irratttriud  to  expect,  tiiat  a  race  of  noble  ]tropriotors, 
fenced  around  with  privileges  and  dij^iity,  and  altraeted  to 
military  and  political  pursuits  by  the  ndvnntnges  and  babits 
oftluMr  station,  sbonld  ever  bceonu:  attentive  eultivatoi'S  as 
a  body."  Even  in  England,  if  the  cultivation  of  every 
estate  depended  upon  its  proprietor,  any  one  can  judge 
what  would  be  the  result-  There  would  he  a  few  rages  of 
groat  science  and  enci'gy.  and  numerous  individual  iufetnn* 
ce*  of  moderate  puccrss,  but  the  general  state  of  agricnltnro 
M'ouid  be  contemptible. 

g  3.    Whether  the  proprietors  themselves  would  loee  by 


■  Tlie  Unngariftn  revolulioniirT  iron'mrofiil,  dnrinp  ils  lirief  eitstfiwe,  be- 
rtoircd  on  ihnt  t-ouiitry  utip  of  Ull*  |;n-nlo6l  Ix'mTils  it  vaM  n'i:civc,  anti  anc 
wliMi  llie  lyi^mny  ilint  Miwcodwl  bajt  nnl  ilarnl  l«  talti*  away:  it  frccti  Ilip  |ipik- 
ftDtry  from  wli«t  renminecl  of  llit*  liAiidagc  af  <)err<loni,  Uic  labour  renU;  drvrco- 
\ag  compcB^atioD  to  itw  luidlonU  at  the  cipcuse  of  the  sUie,  and  uot  M  thftl  of 
xhv  lil)iM^ieil  peasuitfl. 

t  Joau^  pp.  SS,  54. 
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the  etnancipatton  of  tlicir  slave*,  is  a  different  (jiiestion  from. 
tliH  comparative  etiV-ctivene^  of  free  and  slave  lahimr  to  tlie 
euiuuiunity.  llieru  fias  Uueii  niudi  di&<:ussion  of  tliia  qiies- 
tii-n  a*  an  abstract  tliesis ;  as  if  it  could  possibly  atlmii  of 
any  iniivorsal  solutit)ii.  Wlietber  slavery  <»r  free  lalK>ur  ift 
most  profitable  to  tJie  employer,  depends  on  the  wages  of 
the  free  lnb<Mirer.  Tlicftc.  again,  depend  on  the  mirnbers 
of  the  labouring  {>oputation,  <-oniparetl  wltli  the  cnpilal  and 
the  land.  Ilircd  labour  is  generally  so  much  more  efficient 
tlian  slave  labour,  that  the  employer  can  pay  a  e^inslderubly 
greater  value  in  wn^x^,  than  the  maintenance  of  his  slaves 
.'eoet  him  before,  and  yet  be  »  gainer  by  the  changu :  but 
he  eannot  do  this  without  limit.  The  decline  of  serfdom  in 
Kuntjie,  and  its  extinction  in  the  West*^'rn  natimiK,  was 
doubtless  hastened  by  the  changes  wbieli  the  growth  of 
}>opulatiun  must  have  made  in  the  petuniary  interests  of 
the  nnister.  As  population  pressed  harder  upon  the  land, 
without  any  iruproTcment  in  agriculture,  the  maintenance 
of  the  serfs  ncceswirily  became  more  costly,  and  their  labour 
less  valuable.  With  the  rate  of  wages  such  as  it  is  in  Ireland, 
or  in  England  (where  in  proportion  to  its  efficiency,  labour 
is  quite  as  cheap  as  in  Intland),  no  oue  can  for  a  moment 
imitgiuc  that  slavery  could  be  profitable.  If  the  Irish 
peasantry  were  slaves,  their  masters  would  be  us  willing,  as 
their  landlords  now  are,  to  pay  large  sums  merely  to  get 
rid  of  them.  In  the  rich  and  imderpe*>pled  snil  nf  the  Wt«t 
India  Islands,  there  is  just  ns  little  doubt  that  the  balance 
of  prf»(ils  between  free  and  slave  Iabi>ur  was  greatly  on  the 
side  of  slavery,  and  that  tlie  conipenKatictn  granted  to  ihu 
slave-owners  for  ita  alxdition  was  not  more,  perhaps  even 
kiis,  than  an  etjuivulent  for  their  toss. 

More  needs  n<it  to  be  said  here  on  a  cause  so  completely 
judged  and  decided  as  that  of  slavery.  It  will  be  curious 
to  Bee  how  long  the  other  nations  possessing  slave  colonies 
will  be  content  to  remain  behind  England  in  a  matter  of 
such  concernment  both  to  justice,  which  decidedly  is  not  at 
present  a  fashionable    virtue,  ami  to  ^)Uila»tUru\»Y,  wUie" 
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certainly  is  so.*  Europe  is  I'ar  more  inexciisablo  tlian 
America  in  tolerating  an  enormity,  of  wliJuh  ebc  coutd  rid 
herBolf  with  bo  iniicli  greater  ease.  I  epeak  of  negro- 
sluvury,  not  of  Uie  servape  of  tiie  Slavonic  nations,  whu 
have  not  yet  a<lviin<!ed  beyond  a  state  of  eivilization  corre- 
sponding to  tlie  age  of  vilicuage  iu  Western  Kurope,  and 
who,  to  all  appearance,  will  be  indebted  for  tlieir  liberation 
from  this  great  evil,  to  thu  influcnct;  of  the  iduas  nf  the 
more  advanced  countries,  rather  than  to  the  rapidity  of 
tlieir  own  progress  in  improvement. 

*  Denmark  tuu)  thu  honour  of  Itcinj;  tlie  Sriit  CDutmentaJ  utkHi  wbieb  foL 
loirod  the  exunple  of  EtiglAtid ;  and  the  emancipiation  oT  lUc  sIotcs  was  oDo  of 
the  mrlluft  aeti  of  the  tieroic  and  calumniated  rrorisionol  Gorcnimpnt  of 
Fntflce.  Tbe  Dutch  GoTertuut-nt  in  now  wrriously  cngagtitl  in  tbe  Mme  beuel> 
ceul  eiil«ri)r)w;. 


CHAPTER  VL 


OF  PEASAXT  pRopniETona 


S  1.  In  tlie  refute  of  |X!a»uit  jirajiertieSf  as  in  that  of 
Blavcrr.  the  whole  produce  hclongs  to  a  single  ownor,  and 
the  dialjnction  of  rant,  prufiu,  and  wagc&f  does  not  exist. 
In  all  other  rcepectti,  the  two  states  of  Bociety  are  the 
extreme  oplM)^ite^  of  each  other.  The  one  is  the  state  of 
greatest  opjireshioii  anil  ilegrudal  tun  to  the  lahuuring  claae. 
Tlie  other  is  that  in  which  they  are  the  most  uncontrolled 
afbitrrs  of  ihcii*  own  lot. 

The  odvantajre,  however,  of  small  properties  in  land,  is 
one  of  the  most  di»pnted  qucstinns  in  the  ranjre  of  jwlitical 
eeonomy.  On  the  Cojitinont,  though  there  are  sfune  dis- 
sentients from  the  prcvailiu;^  opinion,  the  benefit  of  liavinj^ 
u  uumerouA  proprirlary  jMipnlation  exists  In  the  ininde  of 
most  pot^ple  in  tlie  fonn  of  an  axiom.  But  English  authori- 
ties are  either  imawan*  nf  the  jndjrnnnit  ol  Continental 
aj^rif'ultiimlH,  or  are  content  to  pill  it  aside,  on  the  plea  of 
tliehr  having  no  experience  of  larger  properties  in  favour- 
ahle  circunistancei^ :  ihf  a<lvantage  of  lai^e  properties 
being  only  felt  where  there  are  also  large  farms;  and  as 
this,  in  arahle  di)*trit:ts,  implies  a  greater  aeeiimulation  of 
enpital  than  usually  L-xists  on  the  Continent,  tlie  great  Con- 
tinental estates,  except  in  the  case  of  grazing  farms,  are 
mostly  let  out  for  cultivation  in  small  portions.  Tliero  ia 
le  truth  in  this :  but  the  ai^innent  admits  of  Iveing 
'retorted;  for  if  the  Citntincnt  knows  litUe,  by  experience, 
of  euitivatiuu  on   >l  large  scale  and  by  large  capital,  the 
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generality  of  English  writers  are  ?ui  1>ctler  Jii-qiiftintod 
practically  witli  peaKml  proprielorw,  and  have  almost 
always  the  most  erroneous  Ideas  uf  their  social  coitdition 
and  nio<le  of  lift*.  Vet:  lliu  ohl  Iraditiniis  even  of  Kngland 
ai*e  on  the  soiuu  side  with  the  general  opinion  of  the  Con- 
tinent. The  "  yeomanry  "  who  were  vaunted  as  the  glory 
of  Englaml  while  tlicy  existed,  and  Jinvo  liccn  so  nuu'h 
nmurned  over  since  they  <!iBappeareil,  were  either  eniaU 
prtiprietors  or  hnniU  funnel's,  and  if  iliry  were  mostly  the 
last,  the  character  lliey  bore  for  sturdy  independence  ia  the 
more  noticeable.  Tliere  is  a  pari  of  En«;land,  nni'ortunate- 
ly  a  very  small  part,  whew  peasant  proprietors  are  still 
common  ;  for  such  are  the  '*  statesmen "  of  Gnnd>erland 
and  Westmoreland,  though  they  pay,  1  helieve.  generally 
if  not  univerriaily.  certain  ruslornary  dues,  which,  helng 
fixed,  no  more  att'ect  their  charactera  of  proprietors  thau  the 
land-tax  does.  Tliere  is  but  one  voice,  among  those  :»•- 
q\iftinted  with  the  country,  on  the  admirable  etre<;t8  of  this 
tenure  of  land  in  tlio^e  counties.  No  other  agricultural 
population  in  England  eonid  have  furnished  the  originals 
of  "Wordsworth's  peasantr}*.* 

*  tn  Vr.  Word«wortl)'!i  litUft  deiK^riptlrc  rork  on  titc  scenerT  of  ibo  IjakM, 
ho  Kitookfl  of  tlie  upper  psrt  of  the  d&ln  as  luviiig  tivcii  lor  ccDltirfc^  "3  fMTfort 
n-piitilU-  nf  ahi^filicixlfl  and  npricullnrifTfl.  proprietor?,  I'or  Cbv  most  pan,  of  Ibc 
IuikI:^  H-htt'ii  ihc-v  •ircup'Lt'd  ftnit  ouliiraied.  Thi  ptouph  of  c«ch  tnjui  wm  cnn- 
fttitid  la  the  maintenance  of  lib  own  ramtly.  nr  co  Ihc  occurianal  sccotumodaiton 
of  lits  nol(chbonr.  Too  or  tliivc  cows  furnished  each  fainilv  wilU  unlk  and 
vltome.  The  clmpcl  was  thv  <ni\y  rJilicc  tltnt  pmiiJrd  over  Ihrw  dwillinpi,  the 
vuprnDf  hcnit  of  tliiH  puro  runim«DwnAUIi ;  (Ik-  in*,-R)t>en)  of  frliii-li  oiiiat^-d  in  llir 
ini'lM  of  a  powerful  pnipire,  like  an  ideal  m>cit'ly,  or  an  or^nim'O  cotninunili-, 
whu»i.'  coiKtilutinn  bad  been  impowil  and  refculaled  by  the  rooiiiitain!>  wliicti  jim- 
Iccted  U.  NeilJier  hlxb-bom  noblemao,  knij;ht,  iinr  f-iquird  urns  hett;  tiul 
nmny  of  ibo^  humble  poiui  of  ibe  bills  bod  11  coiuM/icitmii^M  tlul  the  bud  wldi:li 
lh<7  n'tilked  over  and  tilled  bnd  for  uiore  Uian  five  hundred  years  been  fiOiseaMd 
by  men  uf  their  name  and  Wood  .  .  .  Com  ww  prown  in  the«  vales  cuffl-  1 
eloot  upon  eiieh  eatate  (□  fumiidi  btead  for  c&cli  ffttn'rlr.  no  more.  TIk'  stonni^ 
fetid  mouBttirc  of  llic  climate  indiinut  Iht-in  tu  sprinkle  Uieir  uj)luud  property  wjih 
ouiliOitBM  of  native  rtoiic,  »*  pluees  nf  shelter  for  tlwir  cheep,  where,  in  tempest- 
uous weather,  iViiid  nw  di>trihuted  to  them.  Every  fiitnily  Kpiin  frT<ni  its  owii 
dock  the  wool  with  irhteh  it  was  clothed ;  a  wearer  was  here  and  there  fouad 
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The  general  syatcin,  however,  ol'  English  cnltivation, 
affi>f<iiri«»  no  experienoc  to  render  the  nntitre  and  operation 
of  ])cai«ut  properties  familiar,  arid  Kngti&inncn  lielng  in 
f!:cneral  profoundly  lirnorant  of  the  agrioultumi  economy  of 
other  eoiintricrt,  the  very  idaa  of  peasant  proprietors  is  eitraii^ 
to  the  English  mind,  and  does  not  easily  tind  aeees»  to  il. 
Even  the  fonrij*  of  lan^iiiii^f^  jitiind  in  thts  way  :  the  familiar 
duiii^nalioii  tor  owners  of  Imid  being  *'  landlords,'^  a  term  to 
which  "tenants"  is  always  understood  a«  a  correlative. 
When,  at  the  time  of  the  famine,  the  Buirjrpstion  of  peai^ant 
properties  a*  a  uieana  of  Irish  improvement  found  its  way 
into  parliamentary  and  newBpaper  discnssiotitt,  there  were 
writers  of  pretension  to  whom  tlie  won!  "  proprietiir"  wbb 
so  for  from  conveying  any  distinct  ideii,  that  tliey  mistook 
the  Bmall  holdiiiipi  of  Irish  cottier  tonaiitj!  for  peasant 
pi-opcrties.  The  subject  being  so  little  nnderstoofl,  I  think 
it  important,  before  entering  into  tlie  theory  of  it,  to  do 
iwmething  towanltt  showing  Itow  the  ease  atandsag  to  mattiT 
of  fact;  by  exhibiting,  at  greater  lengtli  than  wonld  other- 
wise be  afhnissihlp,  some  of  the  tc-stimony  which  exist*  ros- 
peeting  the  Mate  of  cultivation,  anti  the  comfort  and  liappi- 
ness  of  the  cultivators,  in  thoee  countries  and  parte  of  coun- 
tries, in  whicli  the  gitiater  part  u\'  the  land  has  neither  land- 
lord nor  fanner,  other  than  the  labourer  who  tilV  tlte  soil. 


§  2.  1  lay  no  stix'ss  on  the  fonditiini  of  North  America, 
where,  as  is  well  known,  the  land,  wherever  free  from  the 
curse  of  slavery,  is  almost  mdvcraally  ownetl  by  the  same 
person  who  holds  the  plongh.  A  country  comhining  the 
natural  ferlitity  of  America  with  the  knowledge  and  arte  of 
modern  Europe,  is  b*>  peculiarly  tircumstanceil,  that  scarcely 


MnoDg  thnn,  ind  the  n»t  of  ttipir  wants  wna  supplird  br  the  proilace  of  the 
y*ni,  wliic-li  tlH>5  contril  anil  xpun  in  tlirir  own  hnuaeK,  hdJ  uirnMl  (o  iDKH(«t 
either  unilor  their  itmi!t,  or  mar^  ffttiuenUr  on  pni-iltriRNT.  iifnutll  irnio  taking 
their  wny  wi*eklj  <lowii  llie  vallcr,  or  over  tlx;  tnounUinii,  to  tbp  inotrt  com- 
modlou»i  town." — A  Ikxcription  of  ttx  Scfurrif  of  the  L<tkei  in  tht  A'otik  of 
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anything,  except  insecurity  of  property  or  a  tyrannical  gov- ' 
omniciu,  could  materinllv  impair  the  prospmty  of  tlie  in- 
diistriouH  cl»s8Cfl.  I  iniglit,  with  Siiiiiioadi,  indigt  inoru 
strongly  on  titc  case  of  ftiiL-iciit  Italy,  cspeeiallv  Latiuin,  tliat 
Campagria  wliicli  then  swarintid  with  inliabitant-s  in  tliu 
very  regions  wliich  under  a  contrai-y  regime  have  bocorao 
tin  inhabitable  from  inaliiria.  But  I  prefer  taking  the  cvi- 
donri!  of  ihi!  same  writer  on  things  kiiowu  to  him  by  per- 
sonal observation. 

"C'est  surtont  la  Suisse."  says  ST.  de  Sismondi,  '*  qiiMI 
faut  pareourir,  qu'il  fuut  i-tudiLT,  pour  juger  <lu  bonheur  des 
paysans  proprit'-t aires.  C'c»t  la  Suisse  qu'il  faut  apprendre 
a  connaitre  your  ae  eouvuiui'i-o  que  ragricnlture  praliquee 
|»ar  ccux-la  mcme  qui  en  recueillent  K-g  fruit.s  auftit  poor 
prmmrer  nne  grande  aisiiure  il  uno  pnpuhitiun  trc'tj  noni- 
brcusc;  une  grande  indepciidance  de  earaetere,  fruit  de 
I'indi'pendaiicu  dcs  situations ;  un  grand  commerce  do  con- 
Bouunatioii,  consequence  du  bieiw-tre  de  tous  les  habitans, 
iiierae  dans  uu  \myA  duut  le  cUinat  e^t  rude,  dout  ic  sol  est 
mediofreitient  fertile,  et  ou  les  pelees  tardives  et  Tincon- 
Ktauee  dea  saiaona  dt'truiniint  touvtrnt  Tispoir  du  labt.»urenr. 
On  nc  saurait  voir  sons  admiration  ccs  maisone  de  bois  du 
moindrc  pa_\-R!m,  si  vastes,  si  bieii  clopoa.  f-l  hicn  construites, 
si  couvertes  de  sculpture.  Dans  riutcrieur  de  grands  curri- 
dors  degagent  cliaqno  ehambro  do  la  nombreuse  famille; 
chaque  clumibre  u'a  qu'uu  lit,  eL  it  e^t  abondamment 
ponrvn  dc  rideaux,  de  couvurluies,  et  du  linge  lo  plua 
blanc;  des  iui:ulilea  soignes  Tentourcnt;  les  armoires  sunt 
remplies  de  linge,  la  laiterie  est  vastc,  aorcc,  ct  d'nne 
nclteU?  cxqniiic ;  sdus  le  ni^uie  loit  on  trouve  de  grands  ap 
provisionnemcns  de  bit*,  de  viande  sali-o.  de  fromage  et  de 
bois ;  dans  k's  I'tables  ou  vuit  le  b^tail  le  mieux  snignt!;  ut  le 
plus  Iwau  de  I'Europe;  le  jardin  pat  plantv  de  flenrs,  lea 
hommcs  commo  les  femraes  sont  chaudenicut  et  propromcnt 
habill^s,  les  <lemit:re8  conservent  avee  oipieil  leur  antique 
costuiue ;  tons  portent  sur  Ifur  visage  IVmpreinte  de  1ft 
vigiieur  et  de  la  sante.     Que  traulrei^  nitlituis  vantent  leur 
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opiUcnre,  la  Sni^sc  pouira  toiijonrg  h<ur  oppo&or  avco 
urgUL'il  SOB  paysans.''  * 

Tlie  s&nie  eminent  -nTJter  tlniA  expreita^s  Ins  opinion  on 
]iuai>ant  proprictur&bip  iu  gtuural. 

"  Parttjut  oil  I'uu  retrwuvc  Its  paysanB  propria  to  ires,  on 
rutrottve  auH^i  cette  ai»niicc,  cutte  ei'caritt^,  cetto  contiance 
dans  I'avfnir,  ccfto  in(]t'"ix*n<lnnfe  <pii  a^urent  en  memo 
teinjM  lo  boiilieur  ut  la  vi*rtu.  I^  puyfian  <pii  I'ait  avt-c  aes 
cufans  tout  rouvragc  dc  Bon  petit  1i<^Titage.  qui  ne  paic  de 
tVrniaijc  j"i  pcrsonnt*  tm-dcftsuR  de  Iui,ni  de  salaimi  personno 
aiMlotisuus,  (|ui  K'gic  sa  prtHJUL'tioiiftur  sa  cuiit)4imn)alion,qui 
niangu  eon  propre  hie,  boit  son  propre  vin,  su  revet  dv  8on 
chaiivre  et  de  &e8  laiiieti,  sc  «>ueie  ytvu  dc  ronnairre  lea  prix 
dti  marclie ;  ear  it  a  pen  a  vciidre  et  ikju  u  aelieter,  ct  U  n*«tt 
jaiiiaiii  ruine  par  les  revolutif>ii&  dii  eonimcrco.  Loin  do 
ei'aiiidi'e  pour  I'avcnir,  il  le  vuit  &'cniL)ellir  dans  son  esjx'- 
nince ;  car  il  met  a  profit  pour  ses  enlanB,  pour  lus  uieelea 
qui  vtendront,  e)iariin  dea  instans  que  ne  reipiiert  ])aa  de  liti 
le  travail  de  Taurine.  II  loi  a  sufti  dc  douner  i>eu  <le  tno> 
mens  de  travail  pour  nietlre  en  terre  le  norau  qni  dans  cent 
ana  8cra  un  prand  arhn;.  pour  creuaer  Tatiui'due  qui  w'-cliera 
a  jamais  bod  elmmp,pour  former  le  conduit  qui  tui  ainenem 
line  wjun-e  dV'aii  vive^  ]x>nr  anu'-Horer  jiar  dee  H>ins  stiuvent 
n-pctesmaisdenilH-ssur  Ics  infituns  penliis. tontes  leftesjfv'ces 
d'aniinaoxct  do  vegtHnux  dont  il  s'entoure.  6?*m  petit  patri- 
nioine  est  une  vraii*cai>jie  d'('*parfrueH,  tonjonn*  prete  a  reee- 
voir  toiu  hC8  pelits  |)r«Hts,  u  utilizer  tous  6e«  nK>nieii&  ilo 
loiftir.  La  puissance  tonjours  agi«ante  de  la  nature  lea 
feconde,  et  les  Irji  i*eiid  au  ct'Htuple,  Le  pajsan  a  vtvement 
le  eentimcitt  dc  ce  honlieur  attache  a  la  cunditiitn  de  proprie- 
taire.  Aussi  est-il  tnujoui-s  empres-Hu  d'achcter  de  la  lerrc  a 
tout  i>rix.  II  la  i»Hie  plus  qu'elle  ne  vaiit,  plus  quV  Ho  ne 
Iwi  reridra  peut-vtrc;  ntais  combien  n'a-t-il  \nts  raiiioii 
d'eatiiiier  a  an  hant  prix  I'avantafre  de  placer  desomiais 
tot^'ours  avantageuaement  ton  travail,  sans  ^tre  oblige  de 
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Toffrir  nu  rabnis ;  de  tronrcr  toiijoui*«  nii  heroin  son  pain, 
ean»  ^rc  oblige  de  Ic  payer  a  renelt^i-c. 

"  Le  ]>ayflan  pntprii-tuire  est  dctoiiH  IcKcultivateurH  cehii 
qui  lire  Ic  plus  dc  parti  du  sol ;  pai'eoqiic  cV&t  celui  qui 
nongc  le  pliifi  a  Paveiiir,  Uml.  coiimie  t^ehii  qiii  a  Otc  le  pln« 
eclaire  piir  rt'XjH-riencc ;  e'est  encore  hii  qui  met  le  tiiicnx 
d  profit  Ic  travail  huinain,  parceqiio  re])arti!t.sant  6es  oocnpa- 
tioiiB  entrc  tous  les  membres  dc  sa  tainille,  il  cu  reserve 
pour  Um^  Ics  joure  de  raiitu'*e,  i\n  nianierc  a  ce  qu'il  nV  ait 
de  i-Iioni:ic;c  pour  personne :  dc  toua  les  cultivateura  il  est,  le 
plus  lieurciix.  et  eii  meme  temps,  sur  im  espooc  doniie,  la 
terri!  lie  iiunrrit  liien,  pane  j*'(*jmi!ier,  et  iriK-'ctiijie  jatnam  tant 
d'habitaus  que  lorsqu''il8  sont  proprietaires ;  eufin  dc  tnruB 
left  enltivfttours  lo  jtaysMin  pnqirit'taire  est  reini  »|iii  donne  le 
plus  d'eneounigenicnt  au  fctmuieivo  et  a  rindu&trie,  parce- 
qu'il  est  lo  pins  ricbc."  * 

Tliis  pirturc  of  unwearied  ast-iHuity.  and  what  may  be 
(railed  lilVt-ctionate  interest  in  the  land,  in  hnmH  out  in  regard 
to  tlie  move  intelH^nt  Cantons  of  Switzerland  by  English 
ol>&ervci!*.  *'  in  walking  anvMhcre in  rlie  nuifrhliourlKiod  of 
Zurieh,"  says  Mr..lnjrli^  "  in  limktn^  to  the  riglit  or  to  tho 
led,  one  h  struck  with  Llie  extraordinary  induiitry  of  tlie 
inhabitants ;  and  if  we  learn  that  a  proprietor  here  has  a 

•  AihI  m  nnolbcr  wyrft  {KmmoHX  Prmripf*  d'Efonorme  PctitiifHc,  iir.  liL 
di.  3.)  !«'  wiys;  "Qiuiiiif  oil  ImviTwc  In  SuUwe  |ir«'S(tirrntl6rr.  plnsii-un  pro- 
vinces ill'  Trance,  cTllAliv,  i-t  il'AlU'iuit^iie,  i)  uV^t  pftn  beMiin  dc  doniiuitlcr,  vn 
n^ixhmt  ulmqiie  pnriie  ilt>  tvrrr',  uj  e]lo  afipui-tiriit  h  ud  ruliivMlrnr  pixfiri^taire 
uu  k  un  r<;rtDtcr.  Lva  Kiina  b>ira  rnti^ndiu,  let  jimLaeanvM  pn>|mi'(-i.>!i  au  laboo- 
tiMir,  In  panirx-  (\\\<e  \%,  cjinipa^mo  a  n>(iif>  ilu  ecti  luuiiiK,  iiitlKiiifiit  biitn  vile  le 
pre&iifr.  II  '■•A  ml  rjii'iiii  ^ouv<-rti{iiiotit  opprfMif  pout  d^truin;  I'lilsanw  M 
AliruUr  I'iutollijrencc  rinc  dr itiit  (]on»or  la  proi(rii'l6,  »ine  rinipAt  prut  fuloter  le 
pitu  neX  du  pro«lait  do!i  rhainp",  t)uo  rin!inleT>c4<  d««  ii|*eiu  du  pouvoir  pvut 
tronbter  In  si^ciiritc  dcs  pMrnatw,  que  TimpDviiUilito  d'vbtcnir  jiuiirv  cvtilre  uo 
puUeatit  ToiNii  peut  Jeicr  \o  d6counij;ca)cnt  diuu>  I'dmc,  ct  qiK*,  danii  Ic  beau  pftj« 
qui  a  {l<y  rcitdu  k  I'ndniiiitstmlmn  du  Hoi  de  t^ninignt-,  im  pnifm^tAiiH;  port* 
invei  bitfo  iju'ua  jonnialitr  l*tiiiifuiinc  dc  la  mis-'fre."  He  i?  Ii>tp  spcnktn^  of 
RtTOT,  whcrv  ihp  prnAtnta  ttxv  ^nvrtWy  propririon;  and  ■(■nmlin^  to  Kutbititte 
ai-c(iiinl^  r&ln-turlr  mLftcnthlo.  Rut.  ns  M.  di>  f^iniKiiidi  ronlinufr^  "On  a  tiew 
m  vt>nUim\cr  o  iini>  Mule  d«A  i^lee  do  IV-eonnmio  politique,  die  dc  puel  pu 
0p6ret  h  bivn  &  ellc  ftoule ;  flu  mmnA  c\Ve  AVm\nu«  Ve  na^* 
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return  of  ton  per  cent,  we  are  inclined  to  &ay, '  lie  deserves 
it,'  I  ii[)e;ik  ftt  pfL'sent  of  countrv  Inboiir,  tlmiipli  I  believe 
that  in  Bvery  kind  of  tratlo  uUo,  tlie  peuple  of  Zurich  arc 
reraarkahlo  for  their  HBsiiliiil y ;  Ijiit  in  the  induritrj'  thev 
show  ill  the  etillivalitm  of  llielr  land  I  nuly  safely  bay  they 
are  nnriralled.  When  I  nMiI  to  open  nty  casement  l>e- 
twecn  four  and  Qw  in  the  morning  to  look  out  npon  the 
lake  and  tlie  <lirttant  Alps,  I  8aw  the  labourer  in  the  fieldis ; 
and  wlicn  I  returned  from  an  evening  walk,  lun^  attcr 
sunset,  as  late,  ]HThai>«.  as  lialT-past  eij;ht.  Then.*  wua  tlic 
InlMiiirer,  niowin;;  his  j^nw;*,  or  tying  up  hii*  vtnpB.  ...  It 
is  injposftible  to  took  at  a  field,  a  garden,  a  hedging,  searcoly 
even  a  tree,  a  llower,  or  a  vi-ffctable,  without  [wn-eivinw 
j>roofb  of  the  extreme  eare  and  indu:-lry  lliat  arc  bestowed 
upon  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  If  for  example,  a  path 
leadti  through,  or  by  the  pide  of  a  field  of  grain,  the  corn  in 
not,  afi  in  Knjjland,  poi-mifted  to  hang  over  the  \ttitUj  ex* 
posed  to  be  pulled  or  trodden  douii  by  every  passer  by  ;  it 
is  eveiywhera  bounded  by  a  fence,  stakes  are  pla^-ed  at  iu- 
tervftla  of  alMjut  a  yard,  and,  aliout  two  or  thrue  feet  from 
the  ground,  boughs  of  trees  are  pa^R-d  longiluflinully  along. 
If  you  Imik  into  a  field  towards  evening,  where  (here  are 
iargc  beds  of  cauliflower  or  cabbage,  you  will  find  thnt 
every  single  plant  lia>  bnen  wateix'd.  In  the  gardens,  whicli 
around  Zurich  arc  extremely  large,  the  most  pimctilione 
care  is  evinced  in  every  prodnci  ion  that  grows.  Tlie  vcge- 
blea  are  planted  with  seemingly  mathetnatii-al  aecui-ju-y. 
Dot  a  single  weed  h  to  be  scimi,  not  a  single  atone.  Plants 
are  not  eartheil  up  as  wilh  us.  but  are  planted  in  a  Muall 
bollow,  into  each  of  which  a  little  manure  ii*  put,  aud  earh 
]dant  is  watertKl  dnily.  AThero  seeds  arc  sown,  the  earth 
direirtly  above  is  broken  into  the  finest  powder ;  every  sbrult, 
every  llowcr  [a  tied  to  a  stake,  and  whore  there  is  walldVuit 
a  trollice  is  ere<'tcd  agninist  tlie  wall,  to  which  the  boughs 
arc  fsKlened,  and  there  i$  not  a  single  thing  that  has  not  its 
appropriate  resting-pace."  * 

•  8tei4strlnmi,  the  South  <^  FraMOf,  <iHd  ifie  P'jre«tt^  w  \Wft.    ^-^Vk..^ 
tfgiuL     Vol.  i.  ch.  2. 
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Of  one  of  tlic  remote  valleys  of  the  High  Alps  the  sAznc 
writer  thus  expresses  bitubclf: —  * 

**  la  tlie  wliole  of  the  Kn^iidino  the  land  belonjiB  to  the 
pcnsaulry»  who,  hkc  the  inhiihit-inl^i  of  every  other  place 
wlierc  tliis  state  of  ihingK  exist,  VHiy  preatly  in  tlic  extent 
of  their  possL^ioos.  .  .  .  (luuerully  speukinir,  an  Kngadine 
peasant  liveh  entirely  upon  the  produce  of  his  land,  ii'ith 
the  exception  of  tJic  few  arthrle?*  of  forejjjn  frroxvth  required 
ill  his  family,  such  as  coffee,  sugar,  and  wine.  Vlax  i»*  grown, 
jirepiu-ed,  spun,  and  woven,  without  ever  leaving  bis  hnnse. 
He  hfi8  ako  hiE  own  wool,  which  is  converted  into  a  blue 
eoat  without  jmsoinib;  throu);h  the  hand&  of  either  the  dyer 
or  the  tailor.  The  country  ia  incapable  of  greater  caltiva- 
lion  than  it  hn.>i  received.  All  ha«  hocn  done  for  it  that 
industry  and  an  extreme  love  of  gain  can  devise.  There  is 
not  a  foot  of  wat^te  land  in  the  Kngadine,  tlte  lowest  part 
of  which  is  not  ttiuch  lower  than  the  top  of  Snowdon. 
AVherever  grusg  will  gi-ow,  there  it  is ;  wherever  a  rock  will 
bear  a  blndc,  verdure  is  seen  iipttn  it ;  wherever  an  ear  of 
rye  will  ripen,  tln-n-e  it  U  to  Ix;  found.  Barley  and  oate  have 
also  their  ftppro]>riate  s]uits  ;  a?id  where^  or  it  is  poKttiblu  to 
ripen  a  little  patch  t>f  wheat,  the  ciUtivation  of  it  is  at- 
tempted. In  no  country  in  Kiirope  will  be  found  so  few 
poor  as  in  the  Kuffiuline.  In  the  villa*;c  of  Suw,  which 
ct>nt»in6  about  six  huniirod  inhubitauts,  theie  is  not  a  »iogle 
individual  who  has  not  wherewithal  to  live  comfortably, 
not  a  t<i[i^lt;  indivitlual  who  is  iudebted  to  others  for  une 
morsel  that  he  eats." 

Notwitlmtandin;r  the  general  pn)sperity  of  the  Swiss 
peasantry,  tliiii  total  ahftcnce  of  pauperism,  aiul  (it  may 
almost  be  said)  of  poverty,  cantiot  be  predicated  of  the 
whole  ciMintry;  the  lai^cst  and  richest  canton,  that  of 
Berno,  being  an  exam]>le  of  the  cnntrary ;  for  although,  in 
the  parts  of  it  which  are  w-cupi<-*d  by  jiesisaiit  jToprietors, 
their  industry  ia  as  reinarkublu  and  tbeir  cnee  and  comfort 
as  conspicuous  as  elsewhere,  the  eant4m  is  bnrthened  with 

•  WiA.  ea.-^w^  Vft. 
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B  numerous  pauper  populatitm,  tliroiigb  the  oporntitm  of 
the  wuml  regiiliitt*d  eystt'iii  of  pi_>or-liiw  iuhninistratum  iu 
Eprope,  except  thiit  of  England  before  the  new  Poor  Law.* 
Nor  is  Switzerland  in  some  other  nwpwts  a  tavoiirahle  ex- 
ample of  all  that  peasunt  properties  uii;^ht  ertect.  There 
exists  a  scried  of  stittiistieal  aceoiintg  of  the  Swisa  cantons, 
dniwn  nj)  mostly  with  great  tiu-e  and  iutelligeucc,  contain- 
ing dotaileii  information,  of  tolenibl}'  reeent  date,  respect- 
ing (he  condition  of  the  land  and  of  the  ^>u>ple.  From  thfhie, 
the  subdivision  np[>card  to  be  otien  so  minute,  that  it  caa 
hardly  be  suppo^fd  not  to  bo  excessive :  and  tlie  indebted- 
nees  of  tliB  jiropriftors  in  the  flourishing  canton  of  Znrich 
**  bordera,"  as  the  writer  expresses  it,  "  on  the  incredible ; "  f 
so  that  "only  tlie  intenaest  industry,  frugality,  tetn[Mjrance, 
and  con)plete  freedom  of  commerce  enable  them  t^j  btand 
their  ground."  Yet  the  general  (xtncluttion  dedueible  from 
these  books  ie  that  sinoe  tin;  l«*giiniing  of  tlic  century,  and 
concnrrently  with  the  subdivision  of  many  great  estjites 
which  belongeil  to  nobles  or  to  the  cantonal  govemmcnts, 
there  haj»  btitii  a  i^trikin!;  and  rupid  improvement  in  almost 
every  department  of  agricultuiv,  as  well  aa  in  the  huoses, 
the  habits,  and  tlie  fwnl  of  tlic  peo]>]e.  The  writer  of  the 
account  of  Thiirgau  goes  so  far  as  to  say,  that  since  the 
Bubdivisiou  of  the  feudal  eiitates  into  peat»ant  propertieft,  it 


*  Ttwre  have  bc«n  consideniblo  (JHUigM  tn  tbv  Poor  Lsw  ntlinintMniion  uid 
kyinltuon  of  thu  C'Ruion  of  Uvmo  titKe  the  Kptencc  in  Uie  toxt  wu  wrillm. 
But  I  nn  tint  Hiiltti-ii'iitlv  ni-vittitinivl  iricli  tbc  t)»larc  and  o|)ci-iUioi)  of  Uicm> 
■^tMDgt'A  lo  9^'nk  attire  |mrtiotilaHy  iif  IIhiii  \tvtv. 

f  '*  Kine  (Ui  dua  uu^laulilii-lif  ftriin»-ti'!o  t^i-liul'IrnmaBK"  U  ibe  cipfvsriun. 
(tlutttrucM-^tffnifiMuth'Htriiiitthr  (fentalde  Jrr  SeJtttix.  JfrWur  ThriL  Dtf 
Kmmlon  Zurielu  Vfiii  GiTold  MiL'ver  Von  Knouui,  1834,  pp.  80-1.)  Tbor««rc 
vOli^M  in  Zurii-li,  tie  iul<bi.  In  whicli  (liorf  b  not  a  slnfdf  properlf  nDniort{nf[«d. 
Il  dOM  oot,  tmirerer,  UA\nm  that  caL^i  iiidlridual  proprietor  a  dorplr  Involrod 
ItAcnuw  the  i^£K"'gnLi!  niAMt  of  itiL-utiibrtutcM  in  l«r^.  In  ibe  oiotoD  of  t^dudT- 
haiuKn.  foT  tusbuuv,  il  is  sLitfil  ihiit  lite  landod  propcrtictf  on  iltnmt  »11  mnn* 
gagod,  but  ntroly  fiir  more  ihiui  one-half  tbcir  irpiiilircd  rolne  {Zinifitr  ITtril. 
Iter  K9ni.iH  Sth'tg^hauwn,  von  tMw'mnl  Ini-TImm,  l!MU,  p.  Ba.)  and  lb«?  nn«rv- 
gafp^k  are  ofWn  for  the  improvviucnt  and  (.'nlar^cmciit  of  lliu  estate.  ySubcH' 
JkaL     Dtr  KjHl>.n  Thikryaa,  vwi  J.  A.  ruyilwfei:,  Vft&l.^^-  •li'A.\ 
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18  not  uncommon  for  a  (Jiirtl  or  a  fourth  jiart  of  an  eetato  t«l 
produce  a.s  much  ^oin,  and  support  as  nmny  Iicud  of  catlic, 
H&  liie  wliole  estate  <iitl  bi'tiirt'.* 

^  3.  One  of  the  countries  in  which  peiu^jint  projirietoi-a 
art!  ot'uUluiit  diitc,  and  iuui»t  nuniuruus  in  prupurtion  to  thv 
pLipuhitiun,  is  Koi-way.  Of  tlio  social  and  economical  eon- 
diliori  of  that  conntrj-  an  iiiWrtsiiiig:  account  Uoa  hi-cn  fpvvn 
by  Mr.  Laing.  Hiis  t45!<tini(»n}'  iu  favour  of  wiiall  landed 
properries  Imtli  there  and  elsewhere,  is  given  with  great 
decitiion.     I  ^liall  quote  a  few  paHHages. 

"  If  small  proprietoi-B  arc  not  good  fanners,  it  ts  not  from 
the  same  cause  here  which  we  are  told  makes  them  bo  ia 
Scotland — indolence  and  want  of  exertion.    The  extent  to- 
which  irrigation  is  cnrne<l  on  in  these  glens  and  valleys 
ehowti  a  Kpirit  of  exertion  and  co-opfirafum'Ul  requ(s»t  pnr- 
tioular  attention  to  this  point),  "to  which  the  latter  cani 
sliow  nothing  similar.     Hay  hcing  the  primripiil  winter  hui>- 
port  of  live  rttot^k,  :iiid  hoth  it  and  com,  as  well  as  jiotrttocs,, 
liable,  from  the  shuUow  liotl  and  pciwerfid  reflection  of  eun- 
shine  from  the  rocke,  to  be  bunit  nnd  withei'ed  up,  the' 
greatest  exertions  are  made  to  bring  water  from  the  heaci: 
of  each  glen,  along  such  a  level  as  will  give  the  commandl 
of  it  to  each  farmer  at  the  hca<l  of  his  fields.     This  is  dono' 
by  leading  it  in  wooden  Ironghft  (the  half  of  a  tree  ronghlv^ 
scooped)  from  the  highest  peremiial  fitreara  among  the  hilU,, 
through  wuodft,  across  nivinca,  along  the  rocky,  often  ]K3r-| 
pendiculiu',  aides  of  the  glens,  and  from  tliLs  main  irougUJ 
giving  a  lateral  one  to  each  farmer  in  passiTig  the  head  of' 
hi^  larm.     He  distributes  this  supply  liy  moveable  troughs 
among  his  fields;  and  at  lliis  season  waters  eacli  rig  succes-j 
sively  with  scoops  like  those  useii  by  bleachers  in  wateriuj 

•  "  Dctticlben  Erfolc  hM  dii>  YertVilmjK  A»r  olieniolicon  (tr<M«en  Ln}»ra1itifb] 
In  mdirere  klrincn;  oiftciiiliiitiilichc  Untii-niiriiter.     Ei  in  ^r  iiicbt  »<.'ltoti.  ilni 
oin  DriUbctl  iHlL*r  VirnhL'il  rincs  hiIcIicii  Htift-s  nun  eln'U  "u  vk-l  (Ictn-iili'  li<-(VT 
unil  rbon  m>  vii-l  Sltuk  Virh  uuU-rliull  ala  vnrmnla  der  gniin;  ilof."     {T^itt 
p.  73.) 


I'EAj&ANT  I'ROPRIRTORS 


331 


clotbjayin;?  liie  trough  l>otwccn  evprv  two  rigs.  Tlnp  would 
not  believe,  without  seeing  it,  how  very  l»ri;e  an  extent  of 
laud  is  traversed  exjtcditiou&ly  by  tlicse  arliticial  Bhowco^ 
The  extent  of  the  main  tron^ht*  it;  very  ;p"eat.  In  o?ic  <:\vn 
1  wuUccd  ten  niik-s,  and  found  it  Irou^hud  on  botli  sides; 
on  one,  theeliainif^eontiniied  down  the  innin  valley  for  forty 
miles.*  Those  may  be  bad  fanucni  wlio  do  such  thin^ ; 
but  they  arc  not  indolent,  nor  ijcnorant  of  the  principle  of 
working  in  comTrt,  and  keeping;  up  eslabll^htnentt»  for  cnm- 
inun  benefit.  They  are  undoubtedly,  in  the*«  respeets.  lar 
in  advance  of  any  eonminnity  4>f  ooltarR  in  our  Hi<>h]und 
gleits.  Tlicy  feel  ay  propi-ietors,  who  I'cceive  the  advunlatre 
of  their  own  exertions.  The  (excellent  state  of  the  rond«  and 
bridjres  is  anotlier  priMjf  lliat  Ibe  eouidry  is  inbalHtetl  by 
jK.'OpIe  who  have  a  coinuion  interest  to  keep  tliein  under 
repair.     There  are  no  tolI»*."  f 

On  tbeeffeetsof  peiirtnnt  proiJt-iitorfthip  on  the  Continent 
generally,  the  same  writ4'r  expresses  himself  as  follows.  J 

".If  wc  listen  to  tlie  large  fanner,  the  scientific  agrieul- 
turistf  Ibe''  [Kn^li^h]  "jwlitieal  eeononiist,  good  farming; 
imi6t  perish  with  large  tanns:  the  verj*  idea  that  gootl  fann- 
ing can  exi^t,  unl.>rw  on  Ini^j  fiu'niB  enllivnted  with  great 
capital,  they  hold  to  be  absurd.     Draining;,  niaiiurirtp;.  eco- 

•  Rnt4H>rMrwt^i*r  (IHf  Ayrarfnifr)  quoted  br  Mr.  Kit  (*■  Socinl  Candilioa 
nntl  K'liicntloti  ofUu!  reoplf  in  Eu(^fini1  nnJ  Kiimfe,")  nhM-nn,  "Oiai  itw  (iirt* 
iii  Eiiroi*  where  Uiis  lacntl  McU-nmc  wifl  costly  pUn»  for  wakfinic  Um  hutkJi.w  * 
itHl  lamb  h*«p  (mwh  canieil  uiit  in  rJic  pre«u.':4  pcrtV-^lifin.  ar<-  llmso  where  Uw 
limdA  ■«•  rcry  mticli  nolulivWcil,  tunl  ■«•  in  iJw  luuuU  of  udiUI  pnnni»>t«M.  IIp 
ioftanco  Itw  plain  muiHl  ValcnHa.  M^vcnl  of  the  (■(Milhom  (li-p«niu<>tiU  of 
Pninci',  jHinii'uUrly  ^m*v  *it  Vaiiflicnu  utd  BourlMsi  dii  RlMirw*,  Loin1>aT(lr,  Tim- 
rniiy.  llie  iJudieLi  of  SimiitB,  Lut.tx,  ami  lk'rg«tuo,  Piedmont,  luny  parts  ok 
(irnnanr.  kc .  in  all  wliirh  part*  of  Europe  iLo  land  to  rety  much  sulxllvitlwl 
»lfK>n|f  ffiui»n  proirtictm.  lit  nil  thwr-  part*  great  «aA  PxpeDMTc  t^sWsif  iukI 
ptatift  of  crri-rni  irrlpiHnn  Itntr  ti-vn  rarrinl  not.  nm)  an*  dfiw  Mrif;  supponoj. 
hy  llinxmaU  pni|irH<'l(iiK  llivtiiM  Ivm ;  iIiilo  iibnnin^  hnw  iht'T  ar«  ahlu  lo  atxoru- 
plUli,  hv  mciin*  of  rambiiiation,  worii  r«quiriog  lh«  cxpooiUture  oT  grcsl  (luaiiti 
Ueeof  capft-il."     Kny.  i.  12tt. 

tf   LalufT.  Journal  of  a  littidtrxt  in  Xwwiif,  pp  38,  S". 
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nomlcal  firrangcnient,  rlean'mj;  the  land,  rc^^iilar  roititiuDS, 
valuable  stock  aiul  irapl*;iufiiU.  all  belong  c.xclusivcl}'  to 
lai^c  taims,  worked  by  large  capiul,  and  by  hired  labftur. 
Tbig  reiidd  very  well  ;  l)iit  if  wv  miH4i  oiir  eyes  from  their 
books  to  thuir  fields,  and  coolly  compare  what  wo  see  in 
the  beat  districts  furnied  in  hir^e  fanns,  with  what  we  see 
in  the  beat  dislrictd  farmed  in  biuall  farms,  we  see,  and  there 
is  no  blinking  the  fact,  better  crops  on  the  ground  in  Flan- 
ders, Kast  Frieslund,  tlolsteiu,  in  bhort,  on  tlie  whole  line 
of  tlic  arable  land  of  equal  quality  of  the  Continent,  from 
the  Sound  to  Calais,  than  we  wo  on  tlio  line  of  British  coast 
opposite  to  tliiii  line,  and  in  the  same  latitudes,  from  Uie 
Frith  of  Foith  all  ronnd  to  Dovor.  Minnte  labour  on  small 
porliuns  of  arable  ^r<»und  grives  evidently,  in  equal  etiils  and 
climate,  a  superior  produetiveneiu?,  where  these  small  por- 
tions belong  in  projterty,  as  in  Flanders,  Holland,  Frieflland, 
jmd  Ditmarscli  in  llolstein,  to  tlie  fanner.  It  is  not  jircv 
tendeil  by  our  agricultuml  writers,  that  our  lar^ru  farmers, 
even  in  Berwickshire,  Koxburghsliirej  or  the  Lolhiaus,  ap- 
proach to  the  garden-liko  cultivation,  attention  to  niuimres, 
drainage,  and  eleau  state  of  the  land,  or  in  produetivenew 
from  a  small  space  of  soil  not  originally  rich,  which  dislin' 
giiisli  the  small  farmers  of  Flanders,  or  their  system.  In 
the  bcsl-funned  jtariith  in  St^itlland  ur  Kn<;lan(l,  uiorc  land 
is  wasted  in  the  corners  and  boi-durs  of  tlie  tields  of  large 
forms,  in  the  roads  tlimucrb  tliem,  imnecesaarily  wide,  be- 
cause they  arc  bad,  and  bad  beeuu.se  they  ai-e  wide,  in  neg- 
lected eomnums,  waste  spota,  uselct®  belts,  and  clumps  of 
sorry  trees,  and  such  nnprmluetive  areaa,  tlian  would  main- 
tain (he  poor  of  the  parish,  if  they  were  all  laid  togctlier 
and  cultivateil.  But  largti  capital  ap])lied  to  fiirniing  is  of 
course  only  applied  to  the  very  best  of  the  soils  of  a  conn* 
try.  It  cannot  tonoh  the  small  unproductive  6[to\&  which 
require  more  time  and  labctur  to  fertilize  them  than  is  con- 
istent  with  a  quick  return  of  capital.  But  although  hired 
time  and  labour  cannot  be  ajiplied  beneticialiy  to  such  cul- 
tivation, the  owner's  own  time  and  labour  may.      He  ia 


worldzif^  for  no  luglier  terme  at  tirat  from  his  land  tlian  a 
bare  living.  But  iu  tlic  conrse  of  gciieratittUB  fertility  ai«l 
value  arc  produced  ;  a  hetlrr  livinj^,  and  t;ven  very  iin- 
pruved  pnieeftses  of  Inifebnudn",  arc  attained.  Furrow 
dniiiiiii^,  stall  fufdiiig  all  sninnier,  liquiii  iiianiiret4,  nru  uni- 
versal iu  the  liusbaudry  of  the  Binall  fanns  of  Flaudurs, 
I/)inhardy,  Switzerland.  Onr  niiist  iiiiproviiij;  dLstriLts 
under  lai*gc  farms  arc  but  beginniug  lo  iidopt  them.  Dairy 
huebaixlry  even,  and  the  manufacture  of  the  largest  cbccseS' 
by  the  eo-op(;ialiou  of  mimy  Bniall  farmer;*,*  the  mutual  aa- 
suraut-e  of  properly  against  tire  and  hail-storms,  by  the  co- 
operation of  small  farmers— >tho  most  scientific  and  expen- 
sive of  all  agncuhural  rtperatioua  in  uiodern  times,  the 
maiinfacturc  of  beet -root  sugar— the  supply  of  the  European 
markets  with  flax  and  hemp,  by  the  husbandry  of  small 
farmers — the  abundance  of  legumes,  fniits.  ]M>ultry,  in  the 
usual  diet  evcti  of  the  lowest  chi:4»eti  abroad,  and  (he  total 
want  of  such  variety  at  the  tables  even  of  uur  middle  clasucaT 
and  this  variety  and  abundance  eiMJcntially  connected  with 
the  huBhandrr  of  small  farmers — all  these  are  features  in 


*  T)ic  iniuincT  iti  which  tlM  Swis  pcisists  combine  lo  carrr  on  cheese* 
tasking  liv  Uk-^Lr  uniied  capital  tlCHenrce  to  Iw  note*!,  "  Eucti  parwU  in  SwiUtor- 
Imiil  hirm  a  tii.  *i,  gmvratljr  rmni  tiitr  ilUlrii:!  nrUniyi-nr  id  (he  canton  of  Vny- 
Iturf;,  tn  take  rnrf  uf  Um'  h«n].  a'lil  uiakc  Uic  i-lico-tp.  One  chiwtKnuiti,  one 
ftrcffitniut  or  B»ai;QU)t,  «nii  one  cowherd,  arc  oniuudi^rod  noceafury  for  crr-ry  forty 
cam*.  Th»  owoon  of  tho  com  ^t  iitvAii  eadi  tif  itmn,  In  a  bouk  daily,  fur  the 
qumntlty  of  milk  pren  bj  K«oh  ccw.  The  chi'«PcnuLii  aiul  Ms  wvUtatiu  niiUt  lh« 
oows,  jna  tlte  milk  alt  togvtb«r,  tnd  make  cbocsc  ol'  ji.  uid  at  tlw  eml  of  iba 
aeuon  rack  ownt;r  receives  lli«  wpjpbt  of  cbvcw  proportiunabtc  to  tho  quanUty 
of  tnilk  Ilia  cows  haw  ddiTcrcd.  By  thia  o-opi'miin;  pinn,  iiutcad  of  tbe 
amAllfiHtfJ  utiniuikvlaMi.-  rhvvscK  only,  whicb  each  <iiul'l  pnMhicc  out  of  hil 
llirrc  or  fo\iT  wws'  milk,  bo  lias  Uk  ihiim*  wi-i^lil  in  Lnr;;v  niarkcMililc 
itup<^riOT  in  ■(•litlity,  iK'cuunv  made  by  ]>e(i|>Ii.' wlin  sttfutl  to  tin  hiIkt  buttinoHk' 
Tlie  chc^^rituu)  mill  kta  aasLttaDlA  arv  jmid  so  loueh  jwr  hi'sd  ct  tb«  mvH,  in 
mon«y  or  in  cI>«.-j<o.  or  somctituvs  thty  hire  ibc  cow»,  and  pay  Hn?  nwnera  in 
mnneyor  cbccic.'*  3^«lr«  of  a  Trarrfirr,  p.  SSI.  A  limilar  syMrni  vs\at»  in  iho 
Frvni-h  Jura.  See,  for  full  doiailR,  I^Tcrstic,  Ee»nom*r  ftitrale  ilr  In  fnntrt, 
Snd  H.,  ISO  «  seqt).  One  of  thy  tniKl  irniarkitljlc  iiiriiitit  in  dit:*  intrmtin^  aae 
orcombuULtioQ  of  labour,  is  tbe  confidence  whidi  it  mppoaua,  lUil  which  cxpcri- 
coce  muit  Jiutiff ,  in  tha  inugritj-  of  ibt  [muvdds  eioplo.ved. 
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the  occiipnriiin  of  a  rotmtry  by  small  ppoprietur-farm(?iv 
wliifJi  must  make  the  inqiiiri'r  |>anse  before  lie  a<3iniu  tlie 
dugma  of  our  land  di)Otorg  at  lioini;,  that  large  famiB  worked 
by  liirwl  labour  and  great  capital  can  alone  bring  out  tlie 
greatest  prudue(ivuiu-&9  of  tlie  Hoil  an<l  lurnl&h  tlie  greatest 
supply  of  tlio  necejisarica  and  ot-mveuient'cs  of  life  to  tlie  in- 
buliitante  of  a  country/' 

§  4.    Among  tbc  many  tlouritibmg  regions  of  Germany 
in  wliieb  peasant  propertlea  prevail,  I  select  tlie  Polalinatc, 
fortbe  advanta^  of  quoting,  fi*om  an  English  source,  the 
results  of  recent  personal  ol»ser\'alion  of  its  agriculture  and 
its  people.    Mr.  Howitt,  a  writer  whose  Imbit  it  is  to  see 
all  Ktiglmli  objcctii  and  Kngb'tdi  t^uciulitieti  m  /m-u»,  and  who, 
in  treating  of  the  libenisb   peasantry,  certainly  does  not 
underrate  the  nnlene^s  of  fheir  im^dementu,  and  the  inferi- 
ority of  tbeir  ploiigliing.,  iievertbeleAS  t«liowa  that  under  the 
invigorating  iuHnence  of  the  feelings  of  propnetoi-sbip,  they 
make  up  for  the  imperfeolions  of  their  apparatus  by  tbe  in-] 
tensity  of  their  npplicntiun.     "  The  ]K*flsant  haiTows  and 
olearB  hi^  land  till  it  is  in  the  nicest  order,  and  it  U  adniir- 
able  to  see  the  crojw  winch  he  obtains/'  *     "  Tbe  peasantst 
aixj  the  great  and  ever-present  objects  of  conntry  life.     Tliey 
aw  the  great  p(»pnlatioii  of  the  country,  because  Iboy  Lheiii- 
selves  arc  the  possessors.     This  country  is,  in  fact,  for  tiie 
most  pni%  in  the  bunds  uf  the  people.     It  ia  parcelled  out 
among  the  multitude.  .  .  .     The  peasants  are  not,  as  with.' 
us,  for  the  most  part,  totally  cut  off  from  jm>perty  in  thel 
soil  they  cnltivatc,  totally  dependent  on  the  labour  afforded 
by  others — they  are  themselves  the  proprietons.     It  is,  ptr- 
hap8,  from  this  cause  that  they  are  prcfbably  (he  most  in- 
dnstrioiis  peasantry  in  the  world.   They  labour  bnsilyj  early 
and  late,  because  they  feel  that  they  are  labouring  for  them-j 
selves.  .  .  .     The  Ocrniaii  peasants  work  hard,  but   tbcy| 
have  no  actual  want.    Every  nmn  has  bis  houBi*.  his  orchard,, 
his  roadside  trees,  commonly  so  heavy  with  fruit,  tliat  he  is 
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obliged  to  prop  uiul  aeoure  them  all  wAy&j  or  tlie^-  would  be 
torn  to  pieirus.  lie  ha6  bis  eora-plwt,  Itis  plut  for  Jitungel- 
wurzel,  tor  heni|>,  and  so  on.  lie  is  bis  own  muster ;  and 
lie,  anil  every  member  of  liis  family,  buve  llie  Btrongest 
motives  to  labour.  V4H1  mn'  tUu  t-tfect  of  tUifi  in  tbnt  unre- 
mitting dilif^nue  which  is  beyond  tbnt  of  tbe  wbole  world 
lic&tdcs.  and  Ilia  economy,  wliieb  is  ntiU  groatur.  Tbe  Ger- 
mans, indeo<i,  arc  not  bo  aetive  and  lively  as  tbe  Kuglisb. 
Vou  never  sue  them  in  u  bustle,  or  as  thougli  thoy  meant 
to  knwtk  otf  a  vaat  deal  in  a  little  time.  .  .  .  They  are, 
on  tbe  eontrary,  8b)w,  but  for  uvlt  doing.  Tlii^y  plwl  on 
from  day  to  day,  and  year  to  year — tbe  most  putieitt,  im- 
tirable,  and  perHcvoring  of  animnlB.  The  Kiijjlifili  jieaRant 
ix  so  cut  otf  from  tbe  idea  of  property,  tliut  liu  comes  habitu- 
ally to  look  upon  it  as  a  thing  from  which  he  is  warned  by 
tbe  laws  of  the  lai^e  proprielon*,  and  betwmea,  in  consc- 
qiienec,  spiritless,  purposelci*.  .  .  .  The  Genium  bam^r, 
nn  the  eontrar)',  looks  un  the  country  as  biade  tor  liim  and 
bis  fullow-nu?n.  He  feels  himself  a  man  ;  he  baa  a  etaki> 
in  the  country,  as  good  iia  that  of  tlie  bidk  of  Iiia  neighbours ; 
no  man  win  threaten  him  with  ejection,  or  the  workhouse, 
so  long  as  he  U  active  and  eeonumieal.  lie  walks,  tberetbre, 
with  a  bold  R!ei> ;  he  looks  you  in  tlic  face  with  the  air  of  a 
freeman,  but  <il  a  rei4|M?elful  one."' 

Of  their  industry,  tlie  same  writer  thus  further  Bpenks: 
*'  There  is  not  on  hour  of  the  year  in  wbiuh  they  do  not 
find  unceasing  occupatitm.  In  tJie  depth  of  winter,  when 
the  weather  permits  them  by  any  means  to  get  out  ol'  doure, 
they  art!  always  fintlincf  something  to  do.  Tliey  carry  out 
their  manure  ro  their  lands  while  the  frost  k  in  them.  If 
tliero  ia  not  tVoet,  thuy  arc  busy  cleaning  ditebes  and  felling 
old  fruit  in-ew,  or  pucb  aa  do  not  bear  well.  Such  of  them 
ae  art;  too  pfwr  to  lay  in  a  sulHrient  Btiu-fc  of  wood,  find 
plenty  of  work  in  a&cending  intx^t  the  mciuiitainnuH  woods, 
and  bringing  thence  fuel.  It  wonld  astonish  tbe  English 
common  people  to  see  the  intense  labour  with  which  tbe 
Gennans  earn  their  lirewood.     In  the  depth  of  frost  and 
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enow,  go  into  any  of  their  hills  and  wckkIs,  anJ  tlietv  vi 
lind  them  hacking  up  stuHijus,  cutting  off  brauchtw,  and^ 
gntheriug,  by  all  iiiennH  uliich  tlio  official  wood-jwlifo  wU 
ulluw,  liuiiylis,  stakes,  and  i>ieces  of  wood,  which  they  con- 
vey liome  with  tiie  must  iiiuruflihlc  toil  and   jjatifnco." 
Altera  iIcflcrijiTirm  of  thuir  careful  and  laborious  vineyard' 
cultiire,  lie  continues,!  *'  In  England,  with  it^  great  quan-j 
tity  orgrasit  laitdf,  and  its  hii'^e  tarni.n,  su  soon  as  tlie  graia 
ifi  iu,  and  the  fields  arc  shut  up  fur  hay  gross,  the  country 
seems  in  a  comparative  state  of  rest  and  quiet.     But  here;] 
they  are  everywhere,  and   for  ever,  hoeing  and  mowings 
planting  and  cutting,  weeding  and  gathering.    They  hav( 
a  fiaecession  of  crops  tike  a  market-gardener.    They  bavej 
their  carrots.  p<j])pie!;,  Li'tnp,  fijix,  aaintfoin,  lucerne.  ra(»ft. 
colewort,  cabbage,  rotalmga,  black  turnips,  Swt'ili--h   and 
white  turnips,  teazles,  Jeni«alem  artichokes,  maugcl-wnrzel, 
parsnip**,  kidney-beans,  iielrl-beans,  and  peaA.  vetrheri.  Indiai 
com,  buckwheat,  madder  for  the  manufacturer,  jioiatocs 
their  jrreat  crop  of  tobacco,  millet — all,  or  the  greater  ps 
un<lcr  the  family  management,  in  tlieir  owa  family  allot- 
meuta.     They  have  had  these  tlnnn:8  first  to  bow,  man^-  of, 
them  to  transplant,  to  hoe,  to  weed,  to  clear  off  insect*, 
top  ;  many  of  tlieni  to  mow  and  gather  in  snceeeeive  crop*. 
Tliey  have  iJieir  water-meadows,  of  which  kinil  almost  aUj 
their  meadows  are.  to  ilood,  i«  mow,  and  reflood ;  vrntei 
courHes  to  reopen  ami  to  mako  anew :  their  early  frnila  lo 
gather,  to  bring  to  market  with  their  green  crops  of  vege-j 
tables ;  their  cattle,  sheep,  calves,  foals,  most  of  thorn  priaoi 
ors,  and  poultry  to  look  after ;  their  vines,  as  they  Bhoot 
rampantly  in  the  summer  heat,  to  prune,  and  thin  out  tht* 
leavua  when  they  are  too  thirk  :  and  any  one  may  imagiuB 
what  a  scene  of  incessant  labour  it  is." 

This  interesting  sketch,  to  the  guncnd  tnith  of  whieti  an] 
observant  traveller  in  that  highly  cultivated  and  pn])nloi 
region  can  bear  witness,  accords  with,  the  moro  daborato 
delineation  by  a  dij-tinguislied  inhabitant.  Professor  Hau,  ii 
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his  little  treatiw  "  On  the  Agricnltnre  of  the  Palntinatc. "  * 
Dr.  Kftii  bears  testimony  not  only  to  the  industry^  but  to 
thu  skill  and  iutclligoucc  of  the  peasantry;  tlieir  jiidicions 
employment  of  niaiuires,  and  excellent  rotation  of  crops; 
the  progressive  iinproreiiicnl  of  tlicir  agrieullnro  for  gi!n- 
crations  past,  and  the  spirit  of  further  inijirovemcnt  which 
18  still  active.  Tlie  indefatigableiieHS  of  ilie  country  people^ 
■who  may  bo  aeon  in  activity  all  the  day  and  all  the  year, 
and  are  never  idle,  becanse  they  make  a.  gviod  distribution  of 
their  laitoin-s,  and  find  for  every  interval  of  time  a  piiitable 
occnpatiou,  is  as  well  known  as  tlicir  zeal  is  praiseworthy  in 
turning  to  use  every  elreumstaiinc  which  presents  itself,  in 
eoizing  upon  every  useful  novelty  which  ofl'ers,  and  even  in 
Bcarehing  out  now  mul  advantatfeons  nielli<»da.  (hie  easily 
pereeivtsi  lluil  tlio  peasant  of  tliis  district  bos  reflected  much 
on  his  occupation:  he  can  give  reasons  for  his  modes  of 
pixweedinjr,  even  if  those  reasons  are  not  ahvay-^  ti-nable;  he 
is  aa  exact  an  observer  uf  pro[)orlions  as  it  is  po&bibic  to  be 
from  memory,  without  the  aid  of  figures:  he  attends  to 
such  gimeral  f\^»  of  tlie  times  as  ap|)ear  to  augur  him  cither 
benefit  or  hann.  "  \ 

TTie  experience  of  all  other  parts  of  Oermany  is  himilar. 
"In  Saxony,"  says  Mr.  Kay,  "it  is  a  notorious  fact,  that 
during  the  last  thirty  years,  and  since  the  peasants  became 
the  proprietors  of  the  land,  there  has  been  a  rapid  and  con- 
tinnal  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  houses,  in  the 
innnuer  of  living,  in  the  divss  of  (he  peasants,  and  particu- 
larly in  tlio  culture  of  the  land.  1  have  twice  walked  throngli 
that  part  of  Saxony  called  Saxon  Switzerland,  in  company 
with  a  German  piidc,  and  on  j>uq>ose  to  see  the  state  of  the 
villages  and  of  the  farming,  and  T  can  safely  cimllenge  con- 
tradiction wlien  1  afHrni  that  there  is  no  farming  in  all 
KuroiM?  superior  to  the  laboriously  careful  cultivation  of  the 
valleys  of  that  part  of  Saxuny.      There,  as  in  the  cantons 

*   Ufber  rf(>  Lan^irtturhafl  Jer  likeinp/als,  um/  inthttontUrt  in  dtr  lleidei- 
htrgtr  Ot^tud.    Vod  D.  K«H  Hvlorieh  HatL     HcidclUrg,  1830. 
f  Rau,  pp.  IS,  16. 
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of  Berne.  A''au(l,  aud  Zuridi,  hikI  in  Uio  Rhine  jirovince*, 
the  farrii8  nre  sin^^ularly  flDiiri^liing.  They  are  kept  in 
beautiful  condition,  and  are  always  iieiit  and  well  inana;^. 
Tlie  ground  is  cleared  as  if  it  were  a  garden.  Ko  hcdgi« 
or  bru&hwood  encumber  it.  Scarcely  a  rusli  or  thiatlu  or  a 
bit  of  rank  }rra«a  ia  tu  be  aeen.  Ulio  meadows  aro  well 
watered  every  spring  with  liquid  manure,  naved  from  t!ie 
dniinitigs  of  tlie  farm  yards.  The  grass  is  bo  free  from 
weL'db  that  the  Saxon  meadowe  remindetl  nie  more  of  Eng- 
lish lawns  than  of  anything  eUu  I  had  Been.  The  \HMii- 
antg  endeavour  to  outstrip  one  another  in  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  tiie  produce,  iu  tlie  preparatii>n  of  the  ground,  and 
in  tJie  general  cultivation  of  their  reKpeetive  portiona.  AU 
the  little  proprietors  ai-c  eager  to  find  out  how  to  farm  so  ii« 
to  produce  the  grt!at*wt  retiulta;  they  diligently  i»oek  aftu* 
improvements;  they  send  their  children  to  tiie  agricultnnil 
schools  in  order  to  fit  them  to  »^\6t  their  i'athcrft;  and  each 
proprietor  goon  adopts*  a  new  improvement  introduced  by 
any  of  his  neighbours."  *  If  this  bo  not  urerstatcd,  it  denotos 
a  state  of  iiitclliRcuKw  very  dift'erent  not  only  from  that  of 
English  labourera  but  of  English  farmers. 

Kr.  Kay's  book,  published  in  1850,  contains  a  mass  of 
evidence  gathered  from  observation  and  inquiries  in  many 
different  parts  of  Europe,  together  with  attestations  froi 
niuny  disttntrnit^hiMl  writers,  to  the  beneticial  ctTucts  of  pet 
ant  properties.  Among  the  testimonies  which  ho  citt 
respecting  their  etlWrt  ou  agrieultujv,  X  select  the  follow 
ing. 

"  Reiohensperger,  himself  an  inhabiLint  of  that  part  of 
Prussia  where  tht*  land  is  the  most  subdivided,  has  pul 
lished  a  l<mg  and  very  elaborate  work  to  almw  the  admirably 
consequences  of  a  system   of  freeholds  in  land.     He 


Kurnjur :  niavifff  thf  rfunStt  of  fhf  Primny  ScAoolt,  nnd  of  tk^  tlinnim  tf 
LitnJrJ  Prttfjrrty  in  Fortttin  Countries,  Bjr  Janc^tti  K«T,  Esq.,  M.A.,  BuTiatet>- 
ai-L:>w,  and  lue  TrAveUiDg  Uodielor  of  tbe  Uiuventft;  of  Cftrabriilge.  VoL  L 
pp.  138-iO, 
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ISG6  a  very  decided  opinion  tlitit  uol  only  arc  tiie  <jroxa 
products  of  aay  given  number  of  lieres  tield  uud  eultivateU 
by  small  or  peasant  proprietors,  greater  thui  the  grosA  pro- 
ducts of  an  equal  numbiT  of  acres  lield  by  a  few  jrrtat  pro- 
prietors, and  cultivated  by  tenant  farmers,  but  that  tlie  ii^ 
products  of  tlie  former,  after  deducting  all  the  expenses  of 
cultivation,  are  also  ^eatcr  than  the  net  products  of  ttic 
latter. ....  He  mentions  one  fact  which  seems  to  prove  tiiat 
the  fertility  of  the  laud  in  countries  where  the  properties  are 
Biiiall,  mubt  be  ra|tidly  inerea^in^.  He  wiys  that  tlie  price 
of  the  land  which  k  divided  into  small  projwrties  in  the 
Prussian  Jthinc  provinces,  is  much  higher,  and  lias  been 
rising  much  more  rapidly,  tJuvn  the  price  of  land  on  tlie  great 
estates.  He  and  ProfeHsor  Ran  hotli  say  that  tin's  rise  in  tlie 
price  of  the  snuill  estates  would  have  ruined  the  more  recent 
purcliasers,  unless  the  productiveness  of  tho  small  estates 
had  increased  in  at  least  an  cqiml  proportion;  and  as  the 
etnall  proprirtors  have  been  ^rtutuaUy  htcominif  more  and 
moT«  p/v*per&u«  notwithstanding  tlie  increasing  prices  tliey 
have  paid  for  tlieir  land,  he  ar^nies,  witli  apparent  jnsljieas, 
that  this  would  seem  tt)  shdw  that  imt  only  the  gross  ppofils 
•of  the  small  estates,  Imt  the  net  profits  also  have  been  grad- 
ually im-reasiu'^,  and  that  the  net  profits  per  acre,  of  land, 
when  fanned  by  small  proprietors,  are  sreater  than  (he  net 
profits  per  acre  of  land  farmed  by  a  (jrcal  proprietor.  He 
says,  with  seeming  tnitli,  that  tlie  inci-easing  price  of  land  in 
the  small  estates  cannnt  }w  the  mere  effect  of  competition, 
or  it  would  have  diminii,hed  the  profits  and  the  prosperity  of 
the  small  j)r«)prietors,  and  that  this  result  has  not  followed 
the  rise. 

"Albrecht  Tliacr,  another  celebrated  German  writer  ou 
the  different  systems  of  ap-iculture,  in  one  of  his  later  works 
(Onmdeatze  di-r  rationcllcn  Lamlwirthschaft)  {expresses  his 
decided  conviction,  that  the  tut  j?r^uc^  of  land  is  greater 
when  farmed  by  small  jiroprictora  than  when  farmed  by  great 
proprietors  or  their  tenants.  .  .  .  Tliis  opinion  of  Tlraer  is  all 
the  mopo  remarkable,  as,  during  the  early  part  of  iv\&  Ufe^Ua 
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wfts  very  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Eugligb  e^gtom  of  great 
estates  and  great  fiirtas," 

Mr.  Kay  adds  from  his  own  obsorvation,  **TIie  pciasaol 
farming  of  Pnis&ia,  Saxony,  HoUantl,  and  Switzorland  is  th< 
most  perfect  and  economical  fanning  I  have  ever  witnessed^ 
in  any  countrj-.'"* 

g  5.     Knt  tile  moat  decisive  example  in  opposition  to  tJi 
Kn^Ush  prejudice  agaiuet  cultivation  by  peasant  ppopneloi 
is  the  cnso  of  Belgium.     Tlie  soil  is  originally  one  of  tlie 
worst  in  Kurupe,     "Tlte  provinces,"  saya  Mr.  M'CuUoch,t 
"  of  "West  and  East  Flanders,  and  liainanlt,  form  a  far 
streteliing  plain,  of  which  the  luxuiiant  vegetation  indientce 
tlie  indffatigablc  care  and  labour  bestowed  upon  its  cultiva- 
tion; tor  tilt!  natural  soil  consists  almost  wholly  of  bam 
sand,  and  its  great  fertility  is  entirely  the  result  of  very  skilful 
management  and  judicious  Ap[>licatiuu  of  various  manures.^ 
Tliere  exists  a  carefully  prepared  and  comprehensive  treatise^ 
on  Flemish  Husbandry,  in  tlie  Fanner's  Series  of  the  Soeietj 
for  the  Diffusion  of  rseful  Knf'wledgc.      Tlie  writer  ob- 
6crves,J  that   the   Flemish    agrii-nlturists   "  seem   to  want 
nothing  but  a  space  to  work  upon  :  whatever  be  the  quality 
or  texture  of  the  soil,  in  time  they  will  nmke  it  pmduce' 
something.    Ttic  sand  in  the  Campinc  can  be  compared  to 
nothing  but  the  sands  on  the  soa-shore,  which  they  probably 
were  originally.     It  is  liighly  interesting  to  follow  stop  by 
step  the  progress  of  improvement.     Here  you  sec  a  eottagOj 
and  rude  cow-shtMl  erei^tod  on  a  spot  of  the  most  nnprom^ 
ising  aspect.    The  loose  wbito  sand  blown  into  irregular 
mounds  is  only  kept  together  by  the  roots  of  tlie  heath: 
small  spot  only  is  levelled  and  surrounded  br  n  ditch :  pr 
of  this  is  covered  with  yonng  broom,  part  is  planted  with 
potatoes,  and  perhaps  a  small  patch  of  diminutive  clover  ma] 
show  itself:  "  but  manures  both  solid  anil  liipiid,  arc  collect 
ing, "ami  this  is  the  nucleus  from  which,  in  a  few  yeare, 
little  furm  will  t»pi'dnd  arannd. ...  If  tliere  Is  no  manure 
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lima,  the  ouly  thiiii;  that  con  be  sown,  on  pure  sand,  at  first, 
isliroom:  this  gi*ows  in  the  most  barren  soils;  in  three  years 
it  ie  tit  to  c.nt,  aiul  ]>rodnee8  Bonie  return  in  fagots  for  iiie 
hftlcers  and  bnckinukcrs.  Tlie  leaves  whicli  Iiavo  fallen 
have  »oniuvvii»t  enriched  the  hiII,  and  the  fibres  of  tlte 
roots  have  given  a  ecrtain  degree  of  compactness.  It  may 
now  ho  ploii^hcil  and  so\ni  with  hnckwheat,  or  even  with  ryo 
witliout  manure.  Bv  the  time  this  is  reaped,  some  mannro 
may  have  been  collected,  and  a  r^idar  com-se  of  cropping 
may  begin.  As  soon  &a  cluver  and  potatues  enable  tlio 
farmer  to  keep  cows  and  make  manure,  the  improvement 
giws  on  rapitily  ;  in  a  few  yeare  the  Koil  undergoes  a  complete 
change;  it  becomes  mellow  and  retentive  of  moisture,  and 
enriched  hv  the  vegetable  matter  afforded  by  the  deeonipo- 
aition  of  the  rooti»  of  elover  and  other  plants.  .  .  .  After  tlie 
land  haa  biten  gradually  brought  into  a  good  etate,  and  is 
cultivated  in  a  regular  manner,  tJiere  appears  much  less 
ditiei-euce  between  the  soils  which  have  been  originally  good, 
and  those  which  have  been  made  so  by  labour  and  indnstry. 
At  least  the  crops  in  both  appear  more  nearly  alike  at  harvest, 
than  is  the  case  in  soils  of  ditfeivnt  qualities  in  other  coun- 
tries. This  is  a  gn;at  proof  of  the  exeelleney  of  the  Flemish 
system ;  for  it  shows  that  the  land  is  in  a  constant  state  of 
improvement,  and  that  the  deficiency  of  the  siiil  is  compen- 
sate) by  greater  attention  to  tillage  and  manuring,  especi- 
ally the  latter. 

The  ptMiple  wlio  lahuur  thus  Intein^ely,  because  labouring 
for  tlicmsclves,  have  practised  for  centuries  those  principles 
of  rotation  of  croi«  and  economy  of  manures,  which  in  Eng- 
land arc  counted  among  modem  discoveries:  and  even  now 
the  superiority  of  their  agricuUum,  as  a  whole,  to  that  of 
England*  is  admitted  by  competent  jndges.  ^'^Thc  culti- 
vation of  a  poor  light  soil,  or  a  mnderate  soil,"  says  the 
writer  hist  quoted,*  "is  generally  ftujterior  in  Flanders  to 
that  of  the  most  improved  farms  of  the  same  kind  in  Britain. 
We  surpass  the  Flemifih  farmer  greatly  in  capital,  in  varied 
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implemontA  of  tillage,  in  the  choice  and  breeding  of  cattl 
and  slicep, ''  (tliough,  necordiiig  to  tlie  eaine  autlioril}*,*  thoj 
are  imicli  "  bolun:  us  in  ibu  fueduijf  of  their  u«W8, ")  "  umi 
tlio  British  fttrmor  is  in  general  a  man  of  snperior  educatiun 
to  tlie  Flcinisli  ])oasaiit.  Ijut  in  the  minute  attention  to  the 
qualities  of  the  B«i),  in  the  management  and  ni>plication  of 
manures  of  diifercnt  kinds,  in  the  judicious  Huccession  of 
crops,  and  especially  in  tlie  economy  of  land,  so  that  every 
part  of  it  shall  be  in  a  constant  state  of  pruduetion,  we  have 
6till  8ometliing  to  learn  from  tlic  Flemings, "  and  not  from 
an  instnicted  and  ertorprising  Fleming  here  and  there,  but 
from  the  general  practice. 

Moch  of  the  most  highly  cultivated  part  of  the  conntry 
consists  of  peasant  pro[)ei-tic8,  managed  by  the  pro[>rietorn, 
always  cither  wholly  or  partly  by  sparle  industry .+  "  'ftlien 
tlie  land  is  cultivated  entirely  by  the  spade,  and  no  horsee 
are  ItepI,  a  cow  in  kept  lor  every  three  acres  of  land,  and 
entirely  fed  on  artiHcial  gi-osees  and  roots.  Tliis  mode  of 
cnltivation  is  principally  wloptcd  in  the  Waes  district, 
where  properties  are  very  small.  All  the  labour  is  donel 
by  the  diftercnt  members  of  the  family;"  children  sooi 
beginning  *'  to  assiat  in  variuns  minute  ojwnitions,  accord- 
ing to  their  age  and  strcngtli,  such  as  weeding,  hoeing,  feed-j 
ing  tlie  cows.  If  they  can  raise  rye  jind  whfat  enough  to' 
make  their  hreiid,  and  potatoes,  turnips,  carrots,  and  clover, 
for  tlie  cows,  they  do  well ;  and  the  produce  of  the  sale  of 
their  rape-seed,  their  flax,  their  hemp,  and  their  butter,  after 
deducting  tlie  expense  of  manure  pnrchased.  which  is  always 
considerable,  gives  them  a  verj*  good  profit,  Suppose  the 
wlutle  extent  of  the  land  to  be  six  arrca.  which  u*  not  an  uu- 
cimnnon  occupation,  and  wliidi  one  man  can  manage;** 
then  (after  dcsenbing  the  cultivation),  "if  a  man  witli  liia 
wife  and  three  young  children  arc  considere<l  as  eqntil  to 
three  and  a  half  grown  np  men,  the  family  will  retjnJre 
thirty-nine  hnshels  of  grain,  forty-nine  bushels  of  pot&toes, 
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a  fat  hog,  mid  the  bnttcr  nnd  milk  of  one  cow  :  nn  acre  and 
R  liair  of  IjukI  will  profliice  tlit'  gmlii  and  ]>otatoes,  and  allow 
sonio  corn  to  tinish  tlio  fattening  of  tlie  hog,  which  has  the 
extra  Imtt^riiiilk  :  aiiolhtr  acre  in  clover,  carrots,  and  |iota- 
toes,  togellier  with  the  stubble  turnips,  will  more  than  feed 
the  oow ;  consequently  two  and  a  hall*  acres  of  land  is  suffi- 
cient to  feed  this  family,  aud  tbo  produce  of  the  other  thn^e 
and  H  half  may  be  eohl  to  pay  the  rent  or  the  iutcrcfit  of 
purchase-money,  wear  and  tear  of  implements,  extra  manure, 
and  clothes  for  the  family.  But  these  acres  arc  the  most 
profitable  on  the  fann,  for  llie  hcmjs  flax,  and  colza  arc  in- 
cluded  ;  and  by  having  another  acre  in  clover  and  roots,  a 
second  cow  can  he  kept,  and  its  produce  sold.  We  have, 
therefore,  a  solution  of  the  problem,  how  a  family  can  live 
and  thrive  on  six  acres  of  nio<lerate  land."  After  showing 
by  calculation  that  thid  extent  of  land  cnn  l>e  cultivated  in 
the  most  perfect  manner  by  tlie  family  without  any  aid  from 
hired  labour,  the  writer  continues,  "■  In  a  farm  of  ten  acres 
entirely  cultivated  by  the  spade,  tlie  addition  of  a  mau  and 
a  woman  to  the  members  of  tlie  family  will  render  all  the 
oi>eration»  more  easy ;  and  with  a  lior.sc  and  cart  to  carry 
out  the  manure,  and  bring  home  the  produce,  and  oecasion- 
ally  draw  tlic  hiwrowfi,  fifferTi  acrea  may  l>e  very  well  enlti- 
vutcd.  .  .  .  Thus  it  will  be  seen,"  (this  is  the  result  of  t-onie 
pafTM  of  details  and  ealeulationB,*)  "tliat  by  Hpado  liu»- 
bandry,  an  indu^striou^  man  with  a  small  capital,  oecnpyin^ 
only  Meen  acres  of  good  light  laud,  may  not  only  Uvt-  and 
bring  up  a  family,  jy^/ymy  a  good  rvnt^  but  may  accnmnlate 
a  eonsidernble  sum  in  the  conriie  of  his  life."  Bnt  the  inde- 
fatigable industry  by  which  lie  accomplishcB  tlils,  aud  of 
which  so  large  a  portion  is  expended  not  in  the  mere  culti- 
Tation,  bnt  in  the  improvcnient,  for  a  distant  return,  of  the 
soil  itself — has  that  industry  no  connexion  with  not  paying 
rent?  Could  it  exist,  without  presupposing,  at  least,  a  vir- 
tually pennancnt  tenure? 

As  to  their  mode  of  living,  "  the  Flemish  farmers  and 
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labourers  live  much  more  economically  than  tbc  same  clfts* 
in  Eiiglund  :  tbey  ftcUloin  eut  meat,  except  on  Sundays  and 
in  harvest :  buttermilk  and  i>otatocs  with  browTi  bread  ia 
their  duily  food."  It  is  on  lliis  kind  vt'  evidence  that  Kng- 
lUh  travellers,  as  tlicy  hum'  through  Europe,  pronounce 
the  peasantry  of  every  Continental  country  poor  and  miser- 
able, its  a^nicultunil  and  social  system  a  failure,  and  the 
English  the  only  rej^imo  under  whieh  labourers  are  well  off. 
It  is,  truly  enough,  the  only  regime  under  which  labourers, 
whether  well  oil' or  not,  never  attempt  to  be  better.  So  little 
are  English  labouren*  aeeustoined  to  consider  it  posgiblc  that 
a  IftbouriT  should  not  spend  all  he  earns,  that  they  habitually 
mistake  the  fiigns  of  ewuiouiy  for  those  of  poverty.  Observe 
the  tnie  interpretation  of  the  phenomena. 

"  Accordingly  thr-y  are  ip'adually  acquiring  capttai^  and 
their  great  ambition  is  to  have  land  of  their  own.     They 

erly  sci/^  every  opportunity  of  purchasing  a  small  farm, 
d  the  price  is  so  raised  by  competition,  that  land  pays 
little  more  thau  two  per  cent,  interest  for  the  purchase- 
money.  Large  properties  gradually  disappear^  and  are 
divided  iuto  small  iK)rtiotis,  which  sell  at  a  high  rale.  But 
the  wcaltii  and  industry  of  the  population  is  contiunally  in- 
creasing, being  rather  diffused  through  the  masses  than  ao-^ 
cumulated  in  individuals.'' 

With  facts  like  tlicse,  known  and  accessible,  it  is  not  a 
little  surprising  to  tind  the  ease  of  Flanders  refernMl  to  not 
in  reeommendatiun  of  jicasant  pro|>erties,  but  as  a  warning 
against  them  ;  on  nu  1>etter  ground  than  a  presumptive  ox-i 
cess  of  population,  inferred  from  the  distress  which  existed] 
anumg  the  })e;u;Hntry  of  Brabant  and  East  Flan<lera  in  thgi 
disastrous  year  1816-47.    The  evidence  which  I  have  cit 
from  a  writer  conversant  with  the  subject,  and  having  no' 
economical  theory  to  Bup[>ort,  shows  that  the  distrt^ss,  what- 
ever may  have  been  it«  severity,  arose  from  no  iusufficicncyJ 
in  tliese  little  prttperties  to  supply  aliundantly,  in  any  ordi- 
nary circnrastanccs,  the  wants  of  all  whom  they  have  tOj 
maintain.     It  arose  from  the  essential  condition  to  wliicl 
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thode  are  sulvje(;t  who  employ  land  of  their  own  in  growing 
their  own  ItHxI,  num<!)>%  that  the  vieil^bitu()(»  of  the  itenHons 
raubt  be  borne  by  tliemselveR,  and  cannot,  as  in  tlio  cose  of 
large  larmerft,  be  shirttrd  i'nnn  them  to  the  conminier.  When 
we  remeuiber  the  season  of  184t{,  a  partial  failure  of  all  kinds 
of  grain,  and  an  aliiu)»t  total  one  of  the  potato,  it  is  no  won- 
der that  in  &>j  uuu8Uiil  a  cjihitnity  the  produce  of  six  ai-rea, 
half  of  tiiem  Bttwn  with  llax,  hemp,  nr  oil  seedn,  Bliouhl  fail 
short  of  a  year's  provi&ion  for  a  family.  Bnt  we  are  not  to 
contrast  the  distressal  Flemi^h  pL-asiint  with  an  English 
capitalist  who  farnis  several  hundii-Ml  ar.ri.*a  of  land.  Il'  the 
peasant  were  an  Engli&hniaD.  he  would  not  he  that  capital- 
ist, but  a  day  labourer  under  a  capitali.4.  And  is  there 
no  diatreiw,  in  time*  of  dearth,  among  day  labourers  ?  Was 
there  none,  that  year,  in  euuntries  wliere  small  proprietom 
and  small  farmers  are  unknown  t  I  am  aware  of  no  reason 
for  believing  that  the  dij^tress  was  greater  in  Belgium,  tlian 
cori-eepoudi*  to  the  propoitional  extent  of  the  failiii-c  of  crops 
compared  with  other  countries.* 

§  6.  The  e\'idenee  of  the  beneficial  operation  of  peasant 
properties  in  the  Channel  Islands  is  of  so  deci^ve  a  diai^ 
ftcter,  that  I  eannot  help  adding  to  the  numerous  citations 
already  made,  i>aj't  of  a  dej=eription  of  the  economical  con- 
dition of  tlioee  islands,  by  n  winter  who  combines  personal 
obporvation  with  an  attentive  Rtudy  of  tlie  information  af- 
forded by  others.    Mr.  WiUiam  Thornton,  in  hia  "  Plea  for 


*  Ae  (nunh  of  the  distroB  lali-lv  mmpliioM)  nf  in  n«lgiiun,  ma  parlAkM  ta 
any  dogrM  of  «  pcmaDeat  duir&cwr,  appi'Ar*  to  bt  almost  coaflneil  (o  t)ie  por- 
lioQ  of  the  pofinUlion  who  cur;  on  monufarCuring  Ubour,  cither  \)j  itself  or  In 
ciM^unetjoii  with  s^icultunU ;  and  to  be  ocnaoned  hf  m  •Uminhhti  deniond  fot 
Bolpic  inaaufscturca. 

To  the  pr(>c«)in|r  tMtimoiifM  mfpc^ting  Gcmmnr.  SwitzerUtu),  and  Delj^'um, 
may  be  added  tbr>  roUnwinfc  froin  Nicbohr,  rt^pcctlog  the  Rnnun  Ctmpuiia.  In 
•  Idler  from  Tivoli,  he  anrs,  *' WhoruTt^r  you  find  hvrpdJlary  fami^rs,  omtnall 
pniprirlunt,  th^rre  Jmu  nlwi  RiiiJ  imliiKlrv  hihI  hdnvolv.  I  brlicvc  Ihat  »  ninn  who 
would  riiipliijra  targe  foittiriA  in  f.^Jil'liidtiog  sniall  frMlialilfi  niifilit  put  an  rnd  lo 
robberjr  in  the  mountain  difitricta." — Li/t  and  LtUtrt  of  yicttuAr,  toL  U.  p.  149. 
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Fen6»nt  Proprietors,"  a  book  which  by  the  excellonoe 
of  its  inttleriiilrt  and  of  ihP  execution,  deserves  to  be  regard* 
as  the  atandard  work  ou  that  fiido  of  the  qucetiou,  E[>eaks  of-j 
the  inland  of  Guernsey  in  tlie  fbUowiiij;  lerms :  '■  >iot  evci 
in  England  is  nearly  so  large  a  qnaiitity  of  produce  &ent  t< 
market  from  a  tract  of  Bwch  UinitxMl  extent.  Tills  of  it6clf( 
might  prove  that  the  cultivators  must  be  far  removed  nlmvoj 
poverty,  for  being  ahsolute  owners  of  all  the  produce  raised 
by  them,  they  of  course  sell  only  what  they  do  not  them- 
selves  require.  But  t!ie  satisfactoriness  of  their  conditioir 
is  apparent  to  every  ohsH^rvcr.  *  Tlic  happiest  community/ 
8ays  Mr.  llill,  *  which  it  Ims  ever  been  my  lot  to  fall  in  with, 
is  to  he  foimd  in  this  little  ii^laiid  of  Gnemfey,*  *  Ko  mat- 
ter,' says  Sir  George  Head, '  to  what  point  llie  traveller  may 
choose  to  heud  his  way,  comfort  everywhere  pre^-ails."  'U^'hat 
most  surprises  tlie  English  visitor  in  his  lirt^t  walk  or  drive 
beyond  the  bounds  of  St.  Feter^s  Port  is  the  apjiearanee  of 
the  habitations  with  which  tlie  landscape  is  thickly  studded. 
Many  of  tliem  are  »nch  as  in  his  owu  country  would  belong 
to  persons  of  middle  rank  ;  but  he  is  pn7j^]ed  to  guess  what 
Bort  of  petiple  live  in  the  »Mhers,  which,  though  in  general 
not  hii^  enough  for  farmers,  &re  almost  invariably  much 
too  good  iu  every  respect  for  day  lahoui-era.  .  .  .  Literally, 
in  the  whole  island,  wirh  the  exception  of  a  few  tishcmieu's 
huts,  there  is  not  one  «>  niean  as  to  be  likened  to  the  ordi* 
nary  habitation  of  an  Kngli:^h  t'arm  labourer.  .  .  .  *  Look,' 
says  a  late  Bailifl'  of  Guernsey,  Mr.  De  L'Isle  Bnx-k,  *  at  the 
liovcis  of  the  English,  and  cx>mpare  them  with  tiio  cottages 
of  our  peasantry.'  .  .  ,  Be^iars  are  utterly  miknown.  .  .  . 
Panperisin,  ahle-hiMl'i^d  pauperism  at  least,  is  nearly  as  rare 
as  mendicancy.  The  Savings  Bnnks  accounts  also  bear  wit- 
ness lo  the  general  abundance  enjoyed  by  the  labouring 
elassee  of  Guernsey.  In  the  year  1841,  tlicre  were  iu  Eng- 
land, out  of  a  population  of  nearly  fifteen  millioDS^  lees  than 
700,000  depositore,  or  one  in  cverj'  twenty  jiei-sons,  and  the 
average  amount  of  the  deposits  was  30/.  In  Guernsey,  in 
tlie  same  year,  out  of  a  population  of  2C,00O,  the  number  of 


depo»torswRs  1920,  and  tbo  arei-agc  amount  of  the  deposits 
40^.***  Tlie  evidoucG  lis  to  Jersey  and  Alderney  is  of  a 
siinilHr  cliarnrter. 

Of  tlie  olticieney  and  pivKliictivcncss  of  ngricultarc  on 
the  flnmll  pro))t.-rtics  of  the  ('liiuuiul  IslaiuU,  Mr.  Tliorntott 
■[iroduces  ample  evidence,  the  result  of  wliich  he  finms  n\t 
as  follows:  "Tlius  it  apjiears  that  in  lliu  two  principal 
Channel  Islands,  tlie  agric-nlttira!  pupntatton  is,  in  the  one 
twice,  and  in  the  other  tliree  time;*,  an  dcntw  as  in  Britain, 
there  heinj;  in  the  latter  eountry  only  one  cultivator  to 
tweiity-twn  at-rea  of  eultivfttod  land,  wliile  in  Jersey  there 
is  one  to  eleven,  and  in  GneniHey  one  to  seven  acres.  Yet 
the  Bgrieulliirc  of  these  ishimls  niaintainB,  besides  cultiva- 
tors, non-af^rieultural  populutiuim,  rc>(>ectively  finir  and  five 
times  as  dense  as  that  of  Britain.  This  difference  dr»es  not 
-ari^t'  from  anysupMrinrity  ofsoil  or  <?limnte  po-tst-ased  by  llio 
Channel  It^landi*,  tor  tiie  former  is  natumlly  rather  poor,  and 
the  latter  is  n.it  better  than  in  the  southern  counties  of  Eng- 
hiud.  It  is  owin^  entiivly  to  the  assiduous  care  of  the  far- 
mei^  and  to  the  abundant  use  of  manure."  t  '*iD  the  year 
1837,"  he  says  in  another  place,  :t"  the  average  yieW  of 
wheat  iu  tlie  large  fiirms  of  Eujuclaud  was  only  twcnty-ouc 
bnsJiets,  aud  the  higliest  average  for  any  one  county  whs  no 
more  than  twenty-six  bushels.  The  highest  averau^  since 
claimed  for  the  v,liole  of  England,  is  thirty  bushels.  In 
Jersey,  where  the  averajjc  »izc  of  farms  is  only  sixteen  acres, 
the  average  produce  of  wheut  per  acre  wiis  stated  by  Inglis 
in  l$:t4  to  bo  Uiirty-ftix  bushels;  but  it  is  proved  by  official 
tiiblca  to  have  been  forty  bushels.in  the  five  years  ending 
witli  1833.  In  Guernsey,  where  nirms  are  still  snmller,  four 
quarters  per  acre,  according  to  Inglis,  is  considered  a  good, 
but  still  a  very  common  crop."  "Thirty  ahillir^^  an  acre 
would  bo  thought  in  Eiiglatid  a  very  fair  rent  for  middling 
land ;  but  in  the  Channel  Islands,  it  is  only  very  inferior 
laJid  tliat  would  not  let  for  at  leaM.  4/." 


•  A  P{ta  for  Ptiuant  I*rapriti<in.  By  M'iUi«mThoaia«ThoroU)tL  pp.  99-liM. 
t  IbM.  p.  88.  ;  Ibid.  p.  9.  I  U»d.  p.  82. 
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§  7.    It  is  from  Fniiit-e,  that  impressions  aufUvourablo- 
to  peasant  properties  cire  generally  drft>vn;  it  is  in  Franco 
timt  the  sy»tem  \s  so  otifii  asserted  tu  hare  Itniught  furtli 
iu  I'l-uit  ill  the  most  wretched  iM>ssihle  ogm-ulturc,  and  l0( 
be  rapidly  reduuiug.  If  not  to  have  alreatly  reduced  the  peas- 1 
antry,  by  subdivision  of  land,  to  the  vei^e  of  gtan'ation. 
It  is  difficiUt  to  account  lor  the  general  prevalence  of  im- 
preesionsi  so  much  the  reverse  of  tnjth.    The  agriculture  of 
France  wn^i  wreteheil  and  the  peasantry  in  ^rreat  indigencoj 
before  the  Revolution.     At  that  time  they  were  not,  so  uni- 
versally  as  at  present,  landed  pi-oprietoi-s.    Thei-e  were, 
however,  conaiderahle  distriela  uf  Franuc  ivhere  the  land, 
oven  then,  was  tu  a  great  extent  the  prn]»crty  of  the  pcasaut- 
ry,  and  among  these  were  many  of  iho  most  con&picnous 
exceptions  to  tlie  peueral  had  agrit-ulture  and  to  the  general 
poverty.    Au  aulhority,  on  this  point,  not  to  be  disputed,  is 
Aitliur  Younu;.  tjie  inveterate  enemy  of  small  farnie,  the 
eoi'vphieus  of  the  modern  EngliBh  Bchonl  of  agricnlturi&ts ; 
who  yet,  travelling  over  nearly  tlie  whole  of  France  in  1787, 
17S8,  and  178D,  when  lie  finds  remarkable  excellenne  of 
cultivation,  never  hesitates  to  ascribe  it  to  peasant  proporty.l 
''Leaving  Saiive,"  says  be,*    ''I  was  mneii  etniek   with  «.[ 
large  tract  of  land,  sccminirly  noiiiing  but  huge  pocks;  yet! 
most  of  it  enclosed  and  planted  with  the  most  indut<trioua- 
attention.    Every  man  has  an  olive,  amulberry,  an  almond, 
or  a  poach,  tree,  and  vines  scattered  among  them  ;  60  that 
tlie  whole  grniMid  ia  covered  willi  tlie  oddest  mixture  *»f 
these  plants  and  bulging  rocks,  that  can  be  conceived.    The 
inhnbitant^s  of  this  village  deserve  encouragement  for  their 
industry  ;  and  if  I  were  a  Freueh  minifiter  they  should  have 
it.    Tliey  would  soon  turn  all  the  deserts  around  them  into 
gardens.      Such  a   knot  of  active  luishandmen,  who   turn 
their  rocks  into  scenes  of  fertility,  because  I  suppose  (hetrj 
ovm^  would  do  the  Bomc  by  the  woBtcs,  if  animated  by  thoj 
same  omnipotent  principle."     Agnin :  +  **  "Walk  to  Rossen- 
dal,"  (near  Dunkirk)  "where  M.  le  Bnin  has  an  improve-' 
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mcnt  ou  the  Duncg,  which  ho  very  obligingly  showed  mc. 
Between  the  tuwu  aud  that  place  in  a  grcAt  miinber  of  neat 
little  houscB,  built  each  with  its  garden,  and  one  or  two 
tields  enchMed,  uf  inutst  wretched  bluwiiig  dune  Band,  nat  it- 
rally  as  wliite  as  snow,  but  improved  by  iiulustry.  Tlio 
magic  of  jfroperiy  tunm  sand  to  gold."  And  again :  *  "  Go- 
ing out  of  Gange.  I  was  surprised  to  find  by  far  tlie  greatest 
exertiun  in  irrigation  which  I  had  yet  seen  in  France;  and 
then  passed  by  some  Ptcep  mountainB,  highly  rtdtivatcd  in 
ternu:««.  Miicli  watering  at  St.  Lawrence.  Tlie  wicnery 
very  iutereyting  to  a  farmer.  From  Gange,  to  the  moim- 
tain  of  ronjjh  ground  which  I  croaiied,  the  ride  has  been  the 
most  inteivsting  wliich  I  have  taken  in  France;  the  efforts 
<tf  industry  the  m(*t  vigomus;  the  animation  the  nuH-t  live- 
ly. An  activity  has  been  here,  that  has  swept  ftway  all 
difficulties  before  it,  and  has  clulhcd  the  very  rcKrks  with 
verdure.  It  would  be  a  disgrace  to  common  sense  to  ask 
tlie  cause ;  the  enjoyment  of  property  muM  have  done  it. 
Give  a  man  the  secure  possession  of  a  blejtk  rock,  and  he 
will  turn  it  into  u  garden  ;  give  him  a  nine  years  leai*  of  a 
garden,  and  he  will  convert  it  into  a  desert. 

In  his  description  of  the  rronntry  at  the  foot  of  the  West- 
em  Pyrenees,  he  speaks  no  longer  from  surmise,  but  from 
knowle<lgc.  "Takcf  the  road  to  Moncug,  and  come  pre- 
sently to  a  scene  which  was  so  new  to  me  in  France,  that  I 
cnuld  hardly  bolievo  my  own  eyes.  A  succeasion  of  many 
well-built,  tipht.  and  cwtrftfrtahle  farming  cottages  built  o4' 
atone  and  covered  with  tiles;  eacli  having  its  little  garden, 
iticlo.scd  !>y  dipt  ihorn-hcdgt-a,  with  plenty  of  peach  and 
other  fniit-trees,  some  fine  oaks  scattered  in  the  hedges,  ami 
young  treca  nursed  up  with  so  much  care,  that  nothing  but 
the  fostering  attention  of  the  owner  could  effect  anything 
like  it.  To  every  house  belongs  a  farm,  perfectly  well  en- 
closed, with  grass  borders  mown  and  neatly  kept  around  the 
corn-fields,  with  gates  to  pass  from  one  enclosure  to  another. 


"  Aitbnr  Teaag's  7V«k/j  fn  Franer,  tdL  i.  p.  t>\. 


f  TbitLp.  M. 


DOOK   H.     CHAPTEtt  VT.     |7 

lliere  arc  soirie  parts  ot*  Kii^laud  (wiion*  stiiall  yeomen  stil! 
remain)  tbal  i-cscmlilu  tiiit*  country  of  IJoarn ;  but  we  hare 
very  little  that  is  equal  to  wliat  1  bartt  seen  in  tbia  ridti  of 
twelvii  miles  t'voin  I'au  tu  Moricn^.  It  is  all  in  the  bunds 
of  little  ]irr(|)rietor8,  witli<»ut  the  fanns  buinj;  so  smull  aa  to 
o<x;Eisiun  a  vicious  and  miserable  population.  An  air  of 
neatness,  warmth,  and  comtort  hi^eittln*  ovur  tlie  whole.  It 
16  visible  in  their  new  built  bouses  and  Btables;  in  their 
little  ftnrdens ;  in  their  bedires;  In  the  courts  before  their  j 
doors;  even  in  the  (•of>ps  for  iheir  poultry,  and  the  stieefor 
their  liogi.  A  peasant  does  not  tliiiik  uf  rendering  his  pig 
conifortuhle,  if  his  own  happinesft  Iianjr  hy  the  tliread  of  a 
nine  years'  leiL-ic.  Wo  are  now  in  Beam,  wiihin  a  few  mile& 
of  the  cradle  of  Henry  TV.  Do  thoy  inherit  these  blessing* 
from  that  good  prinecj  The  bcni^muit  ^niufi  of  that^ood 
raonareh  seems  to  reign  still  over  the  country  ;  each  peasant 
h^t/te/outl  in  (he  ptft."^  He  frequently  noticca  the  cxecl* 
lenco  of  tlic  agriculture  of  Krtineli  Flanders,  where  the  tanna 
"  are  alf  small,  and  much  in  the  hands  of  little  proprietors.''* 
In  the  Pays  de  Caux,  rIso  u  country  oi  small  properties^  tlie^ 
agricnitnre  was  miserable;  ot  wiiieh  bia  explanation  waa, 
that  it  "is  a  luannlaeturing  coimtry,  and  furmins;  is  but  a 
secondary  pursuit  tu  tlic  cotton  fubrie,  which  sprejids  over 
the  whole  of  it."  +  The  Rame  district  is  still  a  seat  oi  manu- 
factures, and  a  country  of  small  proprietors,  and  is  now, 
whetlier  we  judge  from  the  appearaneo  of  tlic  ci-ojis  or  from 
the  official  returns,  one  of  tlm  best  c.uliivjited  in  France, 
In  **  Flanders,.  Alsace,  and  i)ai-t  of  Artois,  as  well  as  on  the 
banks  of  tlie  Gamune,  France  possesses  a  husbandry  equid 
to  our  own.*'  %  Those  coinitries,  and  a  eonsidt;r:ible  part  of 
Quercy,  "are  cultivated  more  like  gardens  than  formfr 
Perhaps  they  are  too  much  like  gardens,  fram  theemallness 
of  properties."  §  In  tliose  districts  the  adniirahlc  rotation 
of  crops,  so  long  practised  in  Italy,  bnt  at  that  timo  general- 
ly neglected  in  France,  was  already  universal.     "The  rapid 
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fiucccseion  of  cropa^  ihu  linrvest  of  uiie  being  but  the  eignai 
of  liowing  iininwIiHlfly  for  a  setiond,"  (tbe  bame  fact  wliich 
fitrikc-s  all  obscn-ei's  in  tlie  valluy  of  tlie  liiiiiit',)  *'can 
Bcarcvly  be  curried  lu  ^rcjitcr  pcrfuclioa:  uiitt  tiiibidu  puiut, 
perliaps,  of  all  otlici-s  tlie  tiiost  cfesentiul  to  good  Uut>ban<irv, 
when  Biicii  crops  ai-c  w)  ju^tlr  diittributed  as  we  generally 
find  ibcm  in  these  provinces;  denning  and  ameliorating 
ones  being  made  tlie  preparation  for  mu-h  as  Ibnl  und  cx- 
hau&t/* 

It  mnst  not,  however,  be  supposed,  tliat  Artluir  Vnnng's 
testimony  on  tlie  subject  ol' pt-atiuut  pro|>ertict>  \&  uniformly 
favourable.  In  Lorraine,  Champagne,  and  elsewhere,  be 
fiudii  the  agriculture  bad,  and  the  email  proprietors  very 
miserable,  in  CMn^e«^uencc,  us  lie  says,  of  the  extreme  eub- 
divi^ion  of  tlic  land.  Ilifi  opinion  is  Llius  summed  up  :* — 
"  Before  I  travelled,  I  conceived  tli.-it  small  fanns,  in  prop- 
erty, were  veiT  susceptible  of  g<h>d  cidlivation;  and  tliat 
the  occupier  of  such,  having  no  rent  to  pay,  might  be  suffi- 
ciently at  his  ease  to  work  improvements,  and  carry  ou  a 
vigorous  husbandry ;  but  what  I  have  seen  in  rrnnet-,  has 
greatly  lessened  my  good  opiniou  of  tJiem.  In  Flanders,  I 
saw  excellent  husbandry  on  properties  of  30  to  V)0  acres ; 
but  wo  seldom  linil  here  such  small  patches  of  prrtpiTty  as 
are  common  In  other  provinces.  In  Alsace,  and  on  the 
Garonne,  tJial  is,  on  soils  of  such  exuberant  fertility  as  to 
demand  no  exertions,  some  small  properties  also  am  well 
cultivated.  In  Beam,  I  passed  through  a  region  of  litth? 
farmers,  whoso  appearance,  neatness,  ease,  and  happiness 
charmed  me;  it  wns  wliat  property  alone  could,  on  a  small 
scale,  eflect ;  but  thi*e  were  by  no  means  contemptibly 
small ;  they  are,  aa  I  judge<]  by  the  distance  from  house  to 
house,  from  40  to  80  acres.  Except  these,  and  a  very  few 
Other  instuDces,  I  saw  nothing  respectable  on  small  proper* 
tics,  except  a  most  nnremitting  induRtry.  Indeed,  it  is 
neccssar)'  to  impresa  on  the  reader's  mind,  that  tliongb  the 
husbandry  I  met  with,  in  a  gn*at  variefy  of  instances  on 

*  Yoanc,  vol.  i.  p.  412. 
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little  properties,  «u  as  bod  as  caii  be  well  conceirod,  yet 
die  Iii<iui)iry  uf  the  poeecfl^tors  was  so  i;onf>picuoua,  aud  60 
lueritopions,  tliat  no  commendation 6  wonld  be  too  great  for 
it.  It  was  bufficieiit  to  provt*  that  pn»|K'rty  in  land  is.  of  all 
otbors,  the  mobt  active  iu^tigatoi'  to  buvens  and  incesennt 
]iitx)ur.  And  tliia  trntli  ia  of  siiclt  force  and  extent^  tliat  I 
know  no  way  so  sure  of  carrying  tilla^  to  a  mo\mtain  top, 
aa  by  penniltiiig  tlie  adjoining  villagers  to  at(jnipe  it  in 
property  ;  in  fact,  wc  eec  that  in  the  mountaina  of  Langne- 
doc,  &c,,  they  have  conveyed  earth  in  baslccta,  on  their 
bockfl,  to  form  a  Buil  where  natnre  had  denied  it/^ 

The  experience,  therefore,  of  thia  celubnitcd  agrloiilturist, 
and  apot^tte  of  fa  (^rand^  tn/Uure,  may  he  said  to  lie,  that  the 
ctfcct  of  small  properties,  tultivalcd  by  peasant  proprietors, 
IB  adniirahlc  when  they  are  not  too  small :  so  pmall.  namely, 
us  nut  fully  to  oLxnipy  the  ttine  iind  attention  uf  the  family  ; 
for  he  often  complains,  with  gi-eat  apparent  reason,  of  tlie 
quantity  of  idle  time  which  tlie  peasantry'  had  on  their 
handa  when  the  land  was  in  veiy  small  portions,  uutwith- 
Btanding  the  ardonr  with  %vliich  tliey  toileil  to  improve  their 
little  patnmony,  In  every  way  whi<-h  their  knowledge  or 
ingenuity  could  Bngg:est.  He  recommends,  accordingly,  that 
a  limit  of  Bnbdivtsion  should  hit  fixed  by  law  ;  and  tJiie  is 
by  no  means  an  indefensible  ])rop(>sition  in  countries*,  if  stieh 
there  are,  where  the  m/?rrfJJerrumt^  having  already  gone 
farther  tlian  the  state  of  capital  and  the  nature  of  the  staple 
articles  of  cultivation  render  advifahle,  filill  continues  ymt- 
greBBive.  That  each  peai^ant  ehould  have  a  patch  of  land, 
even  in  lull  property,  if  it  is  not  siifRcient  to  fiiip|M)rt  him  in 
comfort,  is  a  system  with  all  the  dii<udvantages,  and  scarcely 
any  of  the  betiefits,  i^f  small  properties ;  since  he  must  eithi 
live  in  inciigeiurc  on  the  produce  of  his  hind,  or  depend  as 
habitually  as  if  he  had  no  landed  possessions,  on  the  wagc« 
of  hired  labour:  which,  besides,  if  all  the  holdings  surronnd- 
ing  him  arc  of  similar  dimensions,  ho  has  little  prospect  of 
finding.  The  benefits  of  peasant  properties  are  conditional 
on  their  not  being  too  much  &ul>divided;  that  is,  on  their  J 
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not  being  required  to  maintain  too  many  persons,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  produce  that  can  be  raised  Irom  them  by  those 
persons.  The  question  resolves  itself,  like  most  questions 
respecting  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes,  into  one 
of  population.  Are  small  properties  a  stimulus  to  undue 
multiplication,  or  a  check  to  it ! 


CHAPTER  VIL 


CONTINUATION  OF  THE  SAMV  SUBJECT. 


§  1.  Before  examining  tlie  influence  of  peasant  prop*?- 
tios  on  the  ultimate  economical  interests  of  the  labouring 
class,  aa  detcnninutl  by  tlie  incrrease  of  jiopnlation,  let  ue 
note  the  points  respecting  tlie  moral  and  social  intlucucc  of 
that  territorial  nrningement,  wliicli  may  be  looked  upon  ae 
cfitablirtlied,  uitber  by  the  reunion  of  the  case,  or  by  the  facte 
and  Hiithoritiua  citeil  in  tlie  pniecding  chapter. 

The  reader  new  to  the  subject  must  have  lieen  struck  { 
witli  the  powerful  ini[)reKsion  Tna<h!  u])on  all  the  witucsiiCS 
to  whom  I  have  rL-fencd,  by  what  a  Swiss  stAti^tical  writer 
calls  the  "almost  superliuman  indnati*y"  of  peasant  pro-j 
prietors.*  On  this  point  at  least,  niithoritics  are  unaninioua.  i 
Those  who  have  seen  only  nne  country  of  jHiasant  proper- 
ties, alwftTB  tliink  the  inhabirantj;  of  that  eountrv  the  most 
industrious  in  the  world.  Tliem  is  as  Htlle  doubt  am(»ug 
obsen'crfi,  with  what  featuru  in  Ihc  conditii»u  of  tlie  i>cas- 
antry  this  preeminent  industry  is  connected.  It  ia  " the 
magic  of  property  "  which,  in  the  words  of  Arthur  Young, 
"turns  sand  into  gold."  The  idea  of  propeiiy  does  not, 
howe^'cr,  necessarily  imply  that  there  should  be  no  rent,] 
any  more  than  that  there  should  be  no  taxes.  Tt  merely 
implies  tliat  the  rent  should  be  a  iixed  charge,  not  liable  to 
be  raised  against  the  possessor  by  his  own  iraproveincnt*,i 
or  by  the  will  of  a  landlord.  A  tenant  at  a  quit-rent  is,  tO' 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a  proprietor ;  a  copyholder  is  not 

*  "I^Odt  uhtmuntehiickt  FUiu.'*    D«-  CftnlOD  BebcfrhAiueri  ( ut  mipm),  p.  SS. 
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less  80  tlian  a  freeholder.  "Wliat  is  -wanted  is  permanent 
pi»8tit*sion  on  fixed  terms.  "Give  a  man  the  Becure  pos&cfi- 
ftioD  of  a  bleak  rouk,  and  he  will  turn  it  intu  a  ^^den;  give 
him  a  nine  years'  Icoise  of  a  ganj«n,  and  he  will  convert  it 
iulo  a  de:^ert." 

The  details  wliieh  have  heen  cited,  and  those,  still  more 
miinite,  to  Itc  Ibmid  in  tiie  same  ituthuritiea,  coneerninj^  the 
habitually  elahoratu  system  of'cultivati<»n,  and  the  ihunwtnd 
dovieea  of  the  peawint  proprietor  for  making  everj-  supcrtlu* 
oils  hour  and  odd  luuinent  iri»trunieiital  to  Mime  increase  in 
the  fiitare  produce  and  value  of  the  land,  will  explain  what 
haa  \ieen  said  in  a  previous  ehajiter*  respecting  the  for 
laTfjer  gross  produce  whicli,  with  anything  like  parity  of 
agricultural  knowledge,  is  obtained,  from  the  ssime  quality 
of  soil,  on  email  farms,  at  least  when  they  are  the  property 
of  the  cultivator.  The  treatise  on  "Flemish  husbandry" 
is  especially  instructive  rcapcctiug  the  muans  by  which  un- 
tiring industry  does  more  than  outweigh  inferiority  of  re- 
sources, iiin>erfe<'tiou  of  implements,  and  ignorance  of  aciou- 
tifie  theories.  Tbe  peasant  cultivation  of  Flanders  and 
Italy  is  alUrnied  to  pi-oduee  heavier  crops,  in  equal  circum- 
Btanoes  of  soil,  tlmu  the  best  cultivated  dietricts  of  Scotland 
and  England.  It  produces  them,  no  doubt,  with  an  amount 
of  labour  which,  if  paid  for  by  an  employer,  would  make 
the  cost  to  liim  more  than  equivalent  to  the  beneiil;  but  to 
the  peasant  it  is  not  cost,  it  is  the  devotion  of  time  which 
he  can  spare,  lo  a  favourite  pun^uit,  if  we  should  not  rather 
Sfl^j  a  ruling  passion.f 


•  Supm,  Bonk  I.  eh.  is.  §4. 

t  Rend  ihv  gnphlc  d<«oHptlmi  bj  ihic  hiuorian  Mkhelcl,  of  the  fcclinga  ofa 
pcuant  proprietor  toirard*  his  Innd. 

"Si  notyi  roulons  commilic  U  pcitwo  tatJmo,  U  pwnon,  <lu  pajTMUi  do 
Fimactt,  oeb  c«l  fort  aUv.  PronifTintiti-iious  )e  dimancbe  daiu  U  campagM, 
niTont^a.  Lo  roiU  qui  «'«n  va  Ik-btu  dcviiDt  nous,  n  est  dctix  iKitre*;  m 
ftmnie  uA  It  vOprcs;  ii  eM  cndinuuicb^-.  je  r^po«ds  qii'll  n  Toir  m  tfultrcoBe. 

"yiiL'lU-  iiwilreww?  a  tvnv. 

"  J«  IIP  itifl  |iM  qit'il  r  flilK'  luttt  alroiL  Xon,  il  iitt  I!)>n;  ce  jour-IA,  il  est 
maltre  dV  uller  ou  di-  ti'y  pw  aller.    N'y  ra-t-U  |iiu  asscz  totu.lea  jouis  da  Is 
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"Wp  have  soon,  too,  that  it  is  not  solely  hy  snpcrio: 
ertion  tliut  the  I'leiniiih  cultiv»lort>  succeed  in  obUiiningJ 
these  brilliant  results.  The  same  motive  which  givee  sucli 
intensity  to  their  industry,  plaied  them  enrlierin  possession 
of  an  antoiint  of  uj;ri<uiltural  knowleilge  not  attained  until 
much  later  in  countries  where  agriculture  was  carried  0 
ailuly  by  hirwl  lalwur.  An  equally  high  testimony  is  home 
by  M.  de  Lavi^rgne*  to  the  agricultural  skill  of  the  small 
proprietors,  in  those  parts  of  France  to  which  the  petUe 
culture  is  really  snitahle.  "In  Ihu  rich  plains  of  Flanders, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Uhino,  the  traroniic,  the  Chareato,  UiO 
Khonc,  all  tiio  practices  which  fertihzc  the  laud  aud  increase 
the  prod  net  iven  ess  of  labour  are  known  to  the  very  smallest 
cultivators,  and  practisicd  by  them,  however  considerable 
may  be  the  advances  which  they  require.  In  their  hands, 
abundiiut  manures,  eo11et;ted  at  great  cost,  repair  and  incoft- 
santly  incrcaee  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  in  spile  of  the  activi- 
ty of  cultivation.  The  rat'OP  nf  cattle  arc  superior,  the  crops 
magnificent.  Tobacco,  fiax,  colza,  madder,  beetroot,  iq 
Borne  places;  in  others,  the  vine,  the  olive,  the  plum,  the 
mulberry,  only  yield  tlieir  abundant  treasures  to  a  popula- 
tion of  industrious  labourers.  Is  it  not  also  to  t\u:j>t;UU 
culture  that  we  are  luth.-bteil  for  most  of  the  garden  produce 


ScnnainoT  Aiinit  El  i#  dicounic,  rl  ra  nilli^tint,  il  n  aihifc  nillcun.  Et  poortant, 
il  J  va. 

"U  itit  rrai  qu'il  pojmit  bl^n  pria;  oV^nit  une  orroainn.  ti  Is  TTgank^ 
inaia  ap]mi-ciniin;iit  il  ti'j"  fntvprm  pw ;  ftu*)  fi-rait-il  • — Et  pourtant  il  y  ontiv. 

"  Du  nmiiw,  il  ivt  probable  *|u'll  n'.T  Iniviill^rft  ynut ;  U  cM  ftiiilimiiiith* ;  U  a 
blciu«<>  eltfiiimiiM!  blaiii-li<-s. — Rien  n'einpiche  cvpcndanl  d'oter  qiielque  ouuvalM 
herbo,  cli>  nrjoicr  oetlc  pierre.  II  y  ■  bicn  encore  retw  pouche  qui  giae,  mau  it 
n'«  pu  M  pioche,  ctf  ftm  pour  dcmain. 

*'  Aton,  il  crow  teg  bnu>  »■»  s'lirn't*.  ivgnrrtc,  ef  riciin,  vouncuT.  D  rrpnuxls 
lonf^cnip»,  tit^-lon^ti'iDps,  vi  fvta\Av  s'onblier.  A  ki  fin.  s'iJ  ee  croil  atjserv6, 
s'il  ap|ieri,-ait  «n  jia^Aaiil,  il  sVlniRne  h  pus  Irnts.  A  trenlr  pa»  PDcow,  U  s'bt* 
rite,  M  rcuiiirne,  d  jetle  Fiir  m  Ktw  un  licniiir  roEunl,  regard  preroinJ  d  som- 
bre; main  pour  qui  mil  liH'n  reAr,  il  eat  tout  [lamiimu^,  ri.'  tvpir^,  kxit  <lc  ouiar, 
plcin  de  d^VvoUoii."^ T.*  Peuplf.  par  J.  Michelpt,  }tv  partis,  eh.  I. 

*  £uai  »ur  VEeonoadt  Rttrair  de  rAn^etcrrt,  dt  PEeout,  et  dt  f/rlmidt, 
Smo  M.  p.  1S7. 
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obtained  hv  diut  of  great  outlay  in  tlie  neighbourhood  of 
Paris." 


§  2.  Another  aspect  ot'  peasant  properties,  in  whieh  it 
is  e^riential  that  they  should  bo  ci>ii(«iilered,  is  that  of  hu  in- 
strument of  popular  education.  Books  and  schooling  are 
absolutely  netessary  to  ediicatitm ;  but  not  all-sutlieient. 
The  mental  faculties  will  he  inuBt  (leveloped  where  they  ai-e 
moBt  exercised ;  and  wliat  gives  iHore  cxerciBc  to  tbem  than 
the  havini^  a  multitude  of  inteii'Sts,  none  of  which  can  be 
neglected,  and  wliioh  can  be  pi-ovided  for  oidy  by  varied 
efforts  of  will  and  intelligence  ?  Some  of  the  disi>aragers  of 
small  properties  lay  greut  strct^s  on  the  cares  and  anxieties 
which  beset  the  peasant  proprietor  of  the  Khioelaud  or 
Flanders.  It  Is  preci>^e1y  those  oarea  and  anxieties  whicdi 
tend  to  make  liiui  n.  &nj>enor  being  to  an  English  day-labour- 
er. It  is,  to  bo  sure,  rather  abusing  the  privileges  of  fair 
argument  to  repre-'ent  the  condition  of  a  day-labourer  an 
not  an  anxious  one.  1  can  conceive  no  eirenni stances  in 
which  he  is  free  from  anxii'ty,  where  there  is  a  jKJssibility 
(tf  being  i»ut  of  employment ;  unless  he  has  access  to  a  pro- 
fuse dis|>cii6ation  of  pari&h  ]>ay,  and  no  shame  or  rehictance 
ill  demanding  it.  The  djiv-labourer  has,  in  the  exiHling 
stale  of  siiciety  and  pupulntion,  many  of  the  anxieties  which 
hare  not  an  invigorating  effect  on  the  mind,  and  none  nf 
those  which  have.  The  jioiiition  of  the  pensant  proprietor 
of  Flanders  is  the  reverse.  From  tho  anxiety  which  diills 
and  paralysen— the  uncerljiiuty  of  having  foocl  to  eat — few 
perwms  are  more  exempt :  it  requires  as  rare  a  concnrrenee 
of  circnmstanees  as  the  potato  failure  wimbined  with  an  uni- 
verRsl  bad  harvest,  ti>  bring  him  within  reach  of  that  danger, 
llis  anxieties  are  the  ordinary'  vicissitudes  of  more  and  less; 
hie  cares  are  that  ho  takes  his  fair  share  of  the  business  of 
life;  that  he  is  a  free  human  being,  and  nut  perjjetually  a 
ehild,  which  seems  to  l>c  the  approvc<l  conditinn  of  thfl 
labouring  classcfl  according  to  the  prevailing  philanlhropy. 
He  is  no  longer  a  being  of  a  different  order  from  tho  middlo 
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ela^«eH ;  he  has  pureiiiU  anil  oljjettB  like  Unme  wliicb  occup] 
iheni,  and  ^ve  to  tlieir  intt-llwli-  the  grtatest  pivrt  of  su* 
cultivation  as  thev  receive.     It"  there  is  a  fi ret  principle  in 
intoDcH'tual  education,  it  is  this — limt  tho  difici|iline  which 
does  gotid  to  tlic  mind  ie  that  in  which  the  miud  is  active, 
not  tliat  ill  wliich  it  h  passive.     Tho  Becret  for  dcreloping 
tiic  faculties  is  to  give  them  niiicli  to  do,  and  much  induee- 
uicnt  to  do  it.     Tliis  detracts  notliins;  from  tlie  iiu]>ortanee. 
and  even  necessity,  of  otlier  kinds  of  mental  cultivation. 
The  possession  of  projierty  will  not  prevent  the  peafinnt  fron 
heing  eoai-:rie,  selfiab,  and  uarrow-mindcd.     Tiiese  things  d( 
pcnd  on  other  influences,  and  other  kinds  of  instruction. 
But  tiiis  great  stimulus  to  one  kind  of  mental  uclivily^  in  no 
waj  inipcdcM  any  other  means  of  intelleotual  development.  ■ 
On  tho  contrary,  by  cultivating  the  hahit  of  turning  to\ 
practical  n&e  every  fragment  of  knowledge  acquired,  it  helps 
to  render  that  scliooling  und  reading  fruitful,  which  -nilli- 
out  8ome  such  auxiliary  influence  are  in  too  many  casea  like 
seed  tlirown  on  a  rock. 

§  3.     It  id  not  on  the  intelligence  alone,  that  tlie  eitnM 
tion  of  a  peasant  proprietor  exercises  an  improving  influence. 
It  is  no  less  propitious  to  the  moral   virtues  of  prudence,] 
lemj.^crance,  and   self-control.      Dny-hibonrers,  where  tho' 
l&bouiing  class  innlnly  consists  of  them,  are  usually  improvi- 
dent :  they  spend  cjirclefi»ly  to  the  full  extent  of  their  means 
and  let  tlic  future  shift  for  itself.     This  i»  no  notorious,  thatf 
many   pci-sons  Btrongly  interested  in   the  welfare  of  the 
lahouring  cla^t^r,  hold  it  hk  a  fixeil  o])inion  that  an  increase 
of  wages  would  do  them  little  good,  unless  aecompaniod  hy 
at  least  a  rorra«|)oniliiig  improvement  in  their  tustes  and 
habits.     T|ie  tendency  of  peasant  proprietorSt  and  of  thoE 
who  hope  to  become  ]>ropnetor8,  is  to  the  contrary  extreme; 
to  take  even  too  much  thought  lor  the  morrow.     They  are 
oftener  accused  of  pcnurionsness  than  of  prodigality, 
deny  the  IT!  selves  reas<tn;ible  indulgences,  and  live  wretch- 
edly in  order  to  economize.     In  Switzeiland  almost  every- 
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body  fiavui.  wliu  IiHii  iiiiy  ineana  of  »aviiig;  the  cam  of  the 
FleiniKii  fanncni  has  been  iilreitdy  nutired :  among  thu 
French,  chotigti  &  pleasure-loving  and  rcjiated  to  be  a  «jU- 
indu1;T(>nt  jteoplc,  tliu  spirit  of  thrift  is  ditfuecd  throiigli  tlic 
rural  popnlution  in  »  manner  nu^t  grrttitying  as  a  whole, 
and  whicli  in  individual  iurilancus  crra  rather  on  the  sitle  of 
excess  than  defect.  Aiuunp  those  wlio,  fj-oni  the  hovclB  in 
which  they  live,  ami  the  hurhs  and  roots  whieli  contstitute 
their  diet,  are  mistaken  by  travellers  for  proots  and  s]>eci- 
mens  of  geucrnl  indirrent-o,  tlicro  are  nnnibers  who  have 
faoardH  in  leathern  huji;»,  confiisting  of  bunu»  in  live-fram; 
pieces,  whii-h  they  keep  by  tiicm  perhaps  for  a  whole  gcn- 
eraliuii,  iinh-ss  broagfit  out  to  be  expended  in  their  most 
cherished  gratitiratiuii — the  purchase  of  land.  If  there  in  a 
moral  iucunreni<>nc«  atta<']ied  to  a  state  of  society  in  which 
the  peasantry  have  land,  it  U  the  danger  of  their  being  too 
careful  of  their  pecuniary  cxmcems;  of  its  making  them 
crafty,  and  "cah-idating''  in  the  objectionable  sense.  The 
peasant  is  no  simple  countryniau,  uo  downright  "payfinndu 
Danube;''  both  in  fact  and  in  fiction  he  is  now  'Me  ruse 
pay&an."  That  is  the  stage  wliiiOi  he  hai*  reached  in  the 
progressive  development  which  the  constitation  of  things 
has  impiKsud  on  human  intelligence  and  human  emancipa- 
tiiin.  But  6ome  excess  in  this  dii'cction  is  a  small  and  a 
passing  evil  compartKl  with  rocklesness  and  improvidence  in 
the  labouring  classes,  and  a  cboap  prii-e  to  pay  for  the  in- 
estimable wortli  of  the  virtue  of  self-dependence,  as  the  gen- 
eral characteristic  of  a  people:  a  viituc  which  i»  one  of  the 
iirst  coudtiionic  of  excellence  in  a  hnman  character — the 
stock  on  which  if  tJio  other  virtues  are  nut  grafted,  tliey 
have  fiddom  any  firm  root ;  a  quality  indi.>T{)ensable  in  the 
ease  of  a  labouiing  elaafi,  even  to  any  tolerable  degree  of 
physical  comfort ;  and  by  which  the  peasantry  of  France, 
and  of  most  European  countries  of  peasant  pruprietors,  are 
distingnitUied  beyond  any  otlier  labouring  population. 


§  4.     la  it  likely,  tlint  a  state  of  econonucal  reh&tions  so 
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conducive  to  frugality  and  prudencu  in  every  other  reFjwct, 
Bhould  be  prt'juditrial  tn  it  in  the  eardiu&l  point  of  iucrt-a^ 
of  population  i  Tlmt  it  ia  so,  ia  the  opinion  (■xpressed  by 
must  of  those  English  political  ceononiistB  who  have  written 
anything  alxiut  the  matter,  Mr.  M'CullochV  ojiinion  ia 
wrll  known,  ilr.  Jones  affirms,*  that  a  "peasant  popula- 
tion, r»i.HiM<^  tlic'ir  invn  wa^uA  I'roin  tlii!  wiil,  and  conBiiming 
them  in  kind,  ai'c  nniver&ally  acted  upon  very  tcebly  by  in- 
ternal ehec'ka,  or  by  motives  diftposim^  them  to  restraint. 
Tlie  const?* luence  U,  lliat  inilesg  some  ejcternal  t-anse,  quite 
independent  of  theli"  will,  lorccft  sueh  peasant  cultivators  to 
slacken  their  rate  of  increase,  they  will,  in  a  limite<l  territory, 
■  very  rapidly  approach  a  elalc  of  want  and  jxiniirv,  and  will 
be  stopped  at  Inst  only  by  the  physical  impossibility  of  pro* 
cnriiig  aulwistence."  He  eifiewheret  speaks  of  sueh  a  peas- 
antry as  "exactly  in  tlie  condition  in  which  the  animal  dis- 
position to  increase  their  numbers  is  checked  by  the  fewest 
of  tliuse  LaUincing  motives  and  desires  which  regulate  the 
hicreflse  of  superior  ranks  or  more  civilized  people."  The 
"causes  of  this  peculiarity."  Mr.  Jones  promised  to  i>oint 
out  in  a  suhw-ipient  work,  which  never  nnide  its  apifcaranec. 
I  iini  totally  unable  to  conjecture  from  wliat  iheoiy  of 
liiiman  nature,  and  of  the  motives  wliieh  influemre  human 
conduct,  hu  would  have  derived  tbem.  Arthur  ^  oung  as- 
snmua  tlie  same  " pecuharity "  as  a  fact;  but,  though  not 
nm<-h  in  the  habit  of  rjnalifyin^  his  opinions,  he  does  not 
pnsh  Ids  doctrine  to  so  vitflent  an  extreme  as  Mr.  Jonea; 
having,  as  we  liave  seen,  himself  testified  to  various  in- 
stances in  whiuh  poasatit  poptdations,  such  as  Mr.  Jonea 
speaks  of,  were  not  tcndinif  U}  "  a  state  of  w.int  and  penury,*^ 
and  were  in  no  danger  whatever  of  coming  in  contact  with 
''physical  impossibility  of  procuring  subsistence.'" 

That  there  siioidd  be  di^erejiancy  of  experieni^e  i»\  thiij 
matter,  is  easily  to  be  ai*counted  for.  Whether  the  labonr- 
ing  people  live  by  land  or  by  wages,  they  have  always  hith- 
erto multiplied  up  to  the  limit  set  by  their  habitual  stand- 
ard of  comfort.    When  that  standard  was  low,  not  cxceed- 
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ing  a  scanty  aiilmislenee,  tlie  sixo  of  properties,  as  well  rs 
the  rato  of  wngi'S,  has  lit-en  kept  i\own  lii  what  would  barely 
support  lite.  JCxirt'tJu-iy  low  idt,-aij  of  what  is  neecsfnry  for 
i(ul)(tir<tMiu>e,  aro  peii'ct'lly  tHjinpalihlf  with  puasaiit  proper- 
tics;  and  it' a  people  have  always  beeu  used  tu  poverty,  and 
habit  has  rceoneiied  tht-ni  to  it,  there  will  be  over-popnla- 
tion,  and  exrifytfivi!  t'Mhdivi!«i4>ii  of  laud.  Itut  lliitt  lt«  not  to 
the  pnrposc.  The  true  question  is,  supposing  a  peasantry  to 
pOBseee  land  not  in^nffieient  lint  ttnflieient  fnr  their coiiitbrtahlo 
support,  are  they  luui-e,  or  le^,  likely  to  loll  frotii  thid  state 
of  comfort  thi-on^h  improvident  innlti])lieation,  than  if  they 
wero  liviriiT  In  an  e*pia!Iy  coiiifDrtahle  manner  as  hired 
labonrei'sf  All  A  priori  eonsitlcrations  are  in  tavonr  of 
tlieir  being  less  likely.  The  dependence  of  wage*  on  popit* 
lation  is  a  matter  uf  ejieeulntion  and  disenst^ion.  Thnt 
wapes  would  tail  if  popuhitioii  wt-n*  inn('h  iiierensed  i«  often 
a  matter  of  real  iluiibt,  and  atwavti  a  thing  whieh  requires 
fromo  exercise  of  the  thinking  faculty  for  itt>  intelligent  rec- 
ognition. Bnt  evtT}'  peasant  can  nalinfy  himself  tVom  evi- 
dence which  he  can  fully  ajiprcciatc.  whether  his  piece  of 
land  can  be  made  to  support  several  fantilicH  in  the  same 
eoinfnrt  in  which  it  supports  one.  Few  jieople  like  to  leave 
to  their  children  a  worse  hit  in  litis  than  their  own.  The 
parent  who  has  land  tu  leave,  is  peH'eetly  able  tu  judge 
whether  the  children  can  live  upon  it  i>r  not :  but  |M'oplo 
who  are  BUpporttxl  by  waj^,  gee  ni»  rea.siin  why  their  t>oi;s 
should  be  unable  to  snp]>ort  tlieniselvcs  in  the  same  way, 
and  trust  iiccordinju'ly  to  chance.  "In  even  the  nuisT  useful 
and  necepaai*)'  arth  and  manut'acturcs,"  wiys  Ur.  Laing,* 
**  tlic  demand  for  labourers  is  not  a  seen,  known,  steady,  and 
appreciable  demand  :  but  it  is  bo  in  htiribandry  "  under  fiuudl 
pnjpertics  "The  labour  to  be  done,  tlie  subsistence  that 
labour  will  produce  out  of  hie  portion  of  land,  are  seen  and 
known  elements  in  a  man's  calculation  upon  his  means  uf 
subsistence.  Can  his  ^]uare  of  land,  or  can  it  not,  subsist 
u  faiitily  i  Can  be  marry  or  not  ?  are  questions  which  every 
utan  can  answer  witliout  delay,  doubt,  or  speculation.     It 
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ift  the  ilepemliiig  on  olmncc,  where  judgment  Jw«  nothing 
cUarlv  set  hiffnrt;  it,  llial  ciuifics  ieekluiis»  improvitlfnt  mar- 
riagcd  in  tlio  lower,  as  in  the  hi;;hiir  claeecs,  aud  produces 
amon*;r  ii«  the  cvila  of  uvei--pO|'iilftlion ;  and  ohauce  ite(e»- 
barily  enters  into  every  iiian's  i-alculiititmSj  when  c^L'rtaiiity 
is  removed  alto<;ethor  ;  as  it  ifi,  whure  certain  t^ubet^teDt-u  iiK 
by  our  dlslriluitiou  of  piopurty,  the  lot  of  but  a  sntall  pt*. 
tion  instead  of  about  two-tliii-Us  of  tlic  jiooplu." 

There  never  has  been  a  writer  more  l^cenlj  eon&ible  of 
the  evils  brought  upon  the  liibourinj;  clashes  by  exces«  of 
(mpulation,  than  Sitimoncli,  and  this  is  one  of  the  ^roun<U 
of  hift  earnest   advocacy  of  peasant  propeitlve.     Hu  had 
ninplo  opportunity,  in  more  countries  than  one,  for  judging 
uf  their  eflect  on  population.     Let  us  see  his  t*!*»tiniiiny. 
"In  the  couutrios  in  which  cultivation  by  small  proprietor      g 
Btill  continues,  pipulation   iui'reases  rc>^uhirly  and   rapidl^^f 
until  it  has  attained  its  natural  limits ;  that  is  to  say,  inhnii^* 
lances  continue  to  be  divided  and  subdivided  aiuong  eevcral 
Buns,  aa  lon;r  a^,  liy  an  increase  of  labour,  each  family  ciui 
extrjiut  an  equal  income  from  o  smaller  portion  of  land.     A 
fatlier  who  possessed   a  vast  extent  of  natural  pasture,  di- 
vides it  aiuung  his  sons,  and  they  turn  it  into  tields  and 
meadows;  his  som^  divide  it  anion*;  their  eons,  who  abiiliish 
falh>\vs:  each   improvement  in  a>rrTi-ultund  knoulcd^  ad- 
mits of  another  6to]>  in  tlic  &ubdi vision ^of  property.    But 
there  i»  no  danpir  lest  llin  proprietor  should  hnnpr  up  his 
children  to  make  beggars  of  them.     Uc  knows  exactly  what 
inheritance  he  has  to  leave  them;  he  knows  that  the  law 
will  divide  it  eqtuiHy  amon^  tticni ;  he  gees  the  Itmtt  bcyont 
which  tliis  division  would  make  them  dt-scend  from  the  nml 
which  he  haa  himself  fillcil,  and  a  just  family  pride,  cot 
mon  to  the  peasant  and  to  the  nobleman,  makes  him  abstj 
from  summoning  into  life,  children  for  whom  he  cnnnc 
pniperly  provide.     If  more  are  bom.  at  least  they  do  ac 
marry,  or  they  agree  amon;;  themselves,  wliieh  of  seven 
brothers  shall  jMirpetuatc  the  family.    It  is  not  found  tb( 
in   tJio  Swig*j  Cantons,  the  patrimonies  of  the  peasants  ri 
ever  so  divided  aa  to  tcdwee  \\vc\q  \>Aon«  m\  V^flxwen^V 
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competence;  thongh  the  habit  oi  foreign  service,  by  open 
ing  to  the  ohildrL'ti  u  caix-cr  iii(lL*tinitc  and  unealculable, 
suinutirnL'S  calls  I'urtb  a  i§u|ii.Tabiin(l»iit  |)i)jMilatioii.^* 

Tlicrc  ifi  einiilar  tc&tiuioiiy  it-spceting  Xoi-wny.  ThongU 
there  in  nu  luw  or  cimlum  of  priniogcnituri>,  aiul  no  iiiunn- 
factiires  to  taki;  ofi*  a  HiErplus  pupululiun,  tbc  subilivWon  of 
l»ri>]n.'rty  is  not  curried  tu  an  injurious  extent.  "Tliedivi- 
eioM  of  the  land  aiiiung  cliildrcn,"  nays  Mr.  La  ing,  f  "a|>- 
peara  upt,  during  llic  thouaund  ycurs  it  has  bccu  iu  upera^ 
tjon,  to  have  bad  tlie  cffoit  of  reducing  the  landed,  j>l\jf>er- 
ties  to  the  niininmm  size  that  will  burcly  Hnpimrt  human 
existence.  I  have  counted  from  five-aiid-lwcnty  to  forty 
cowti  upon  faniifr,  and  that  in  a  country  in  which  the  farmer 
must,  for  at  lc»»t  acven  muntliB  in  the  year,  have  winter 
pi-ovender  and  houaca  provided  for  all  tlic  cattle.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  some  cause  or  other,  opt^rating  on  agj^regation  of 
landed  pmporty,  eonntcracis  the  dividing  eflwt*  of  partition 
among  <:liildren.  Tliat  cause  can  be  ui»  other  Lhuu  what  I 
bave  long  conjectured  would  l>e  effective  in  such  a  social 
arrangement;  viz.  tliat  in  ii  cnnntrv  where  lami  is  held,  not 
in  tenancy  woruly,  as,  in  Ireland,  but  in  full  o^vnership,  itB 
aggregation  by  tlie  deaths  of  co-heirs,  and  hy  the  marriageti 
of  the  female  Iieira  among  tbe  body  of  landholders,  will  bal- 
ance its  Bubdivisifin  by  tbe  equal  succession  of  cliildrcn. 
The  whole  mass  i^  property  will,  I  conceive,  be  tbnnd  in 
such  a  state  of  society  to  consist  of  as  many  estates  of  the 
class  of  HKKV.,  na  many  of  H«»/..  ne  many  of  10/.,  u  year,  at 
one  period  aa  at  another."  That  this  afaould  happen,  sup- 
poses diffused  through  society  a  very  efficacious  prudential 
check  to  jHipuhition ;  and  it  is  reasonable  to  give  part  of 
the  credit  of  this  prudential  restraint  to  the  peculiar  a>]apta- 
tion  of  the  peaj!ant-pro|trietury  sy^ttem  for  fostering  it. 

*'  In  Hinie  parts  u\'  Switzerland,"  says  Mr.  Kay,J  "  as  in 
tbe  canton  of  Argovio,  for  intttance,  a  pea!*ant  never  marries 
before  he  attains  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  generally 
much  later  in  life ;  and  in  that  canton  the  womoi  very  foI- 


L 


*  Jfvm.tauz  Prineipt»,  Book  iii.  di.  3. 
f  Vol  i.  pp.  S7'9. 
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dom  manr  before  they  liave  attained  thfe  age  of  ihirtj ' 

Nnr  ilo  the  flivUion  ot*  land  and  the  oiieapncAe  iff  Utv  uk 
of  eoDrevin^  it  from  one  man  to  another,  cnc-oura^  tl 
provideni-c  of  the  lahouren*  of  the  rural  dUtricts  unly.    The 
act  in  the  same  inanin^r,  thoii<;h  i)crha[ii9  iu  a  [c«s  degtx*) 
upon  the  labourerv  of  the  smalJer  tovns.    £u  tliu  sinulU 
provincial  tuwns  it  is  oiistoinary  for  a  labourer  to  own 
buiali  plot  uf  ground  outride  lliu  town.     This  ph>t  lie  cult 
rates  in  the  erening  as  hig  kiteben  garden,     lie  rai&eft  in  it 
rt^et'ablee  and  fruits  for  the  use  of  his  fiunilv  during  tlic 
MinttT.     After  his  day's  work    ig  over,  h©  and   hi»  fainily 
rcpair  to  the  garden  for  a  short  time,  which  they  epcnd  in 
planting,  sowing,  weeding,  «r  preparing  for  sowing  a  hi 
vest,  according  to  the  season.     Tiie  desire  to  become  |>t> 
seaeod  of  one  of  these  gardens  operates  very  strongly  in 
etrrngthening  prudential  habits  and  in  reiitraiuing  iuiprori- 
dent  nmrriap*s.    Some  of  the  manufaeturers  iu  tlic  eant( 
tif  Argovie  toUl  me  that  a  townsman  was  seldom  contents 
until  he  had  bought  a  garden,  or  a  garden  and  honse-,  an 
tliat  the  town  labourere  genendly  deferred  their  marrii 
for  some  years,  in  order  to  save  eiiongh  to  purchase  &t\ 
one  or  both  of  tliese  luxuries.'' 

Tlie  same  writer  shows  by  stntiatical  evidence*  thai 
Prussia  the  average  ago  of  marriage  is  not  onl}'  nnieh  l^tt 
thau  in  England,  but  ^'  is  gradually  beeyning  later  than  H 
was  formerly."  while  at  the  same  time '■■  fewer  iilegiliraat 
children  arR  lK>rn  in  Prussia  than  in  aby  other  of  the  Eurc 
pean  countries."  "  AVherever  I  travelled,"  says  Mr.  Kay,^ 
"  in  North  Oennany  and  Swit-zorhind,  I  was  assurefl  by  all 
tliiit  tlie  desire  to  ol)tnin  land,  wliieh  was  felt  by  all  th( 
]ieas.'intP.  wsw  a^'ting  as  the  strongest  possible  check  ti] 
undue  increase  of  population.**^ 

•  Iliiil.  pp.  7A11.  +   IhW,  p.  DO. 

X  Tlie  tViwtinn  miolAter  of  viat'iNilvA.  in  a  work  (D«r  Vollu«(ihl»tAad  Im 
PreuBibcbcD  Suau)  whldi  I  am  ot>lige<)  to  quote  nt  Kcind  banil  fnmi  Mr.  Kaj 
n/ler  proviii|^  hr  ll^m  Uie  grut  anil  proprcasivc  iiicreoHi'  nf  tUv  vtin<itin\iA'n 
nt  fund  mill  cliilliing  per  Itviii)  i>f  llic  popiiUtiuii.  froin  wliK'ti  Ik-  jimtly  tnfrmj 
cwmspondiiig  invr«K<c  of  the  ptixluvtivimnw  ot  •^riciiUuT«,  continues :  **' 
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hx  Fliinders,  ni'L-onlinf?  to  Mr.  Fauche,  the  Brititiih  Consnl 
at  OstencI,*  "farmers  sons  and  tliosc  who  have  the  lueniis 
to  become  fiiiTncrs-  will  Hwlay  their  marriage  until  thev  get 
pofijicssiou  of  a  larm."  C)iicc  a  fanner,  the  next  object  is  to 
become  a  proprii-tor.  '*The  first  thin^  a  Dane  doca  with 
his  savings,"  says  Mr.  Browne,  the  Consul  at  C'opcnliagen,f 
*'  i»  to  pnrehaHG  a  <-liM-k,  then  a  Iioffto  and  r;)W,  wlitL'ti  he 
hired  out,  and  whieii  pays  a  guod  intoi*cst.  Tlicn  his  ambi* 
tion  is  to  bect>me  a  petty  proprietor,  and  this  claw  of  per- 
sona is  better  off  tlian  any  in  Denmark.  Indeed,  1  know 
of  no  pctiple  in  any  enuntry  who  have  more  easily  wit!iin 
tlieir  reaeh  all  lliat  ia  really  nwe*wary  for  life  than  this  clas*;, 
wliich  id  very  large  In  comparison  with  that  of  labourers." 

But  the  expenenee  whieh  most  deeidedly  contradieta 
the  ajiserted  tcndeni-y  of  peai>ant  proprietorship  to  produce 
excess  of  population,  is  the  ease  of  France.  In  that  t-ountry 
the  experiment  is  not  tried  in  the  most  favourable  cireiim- 
Btaneert,  u  larjre  jintportion  of  the  properties  being  too  aniall. 
The  nnmber  of  landed  proprietors  in  France  is  not  exactly 
ascertained,  but  on  no  estimate  does  it  fall  mueh  short  of 
five  millions;  whiuli,  on  the  lowei^t  ealetilatiun  of  the  num- 
ber of  persons  of  a  family  (and  for  France  it  ought  to  be  a 
low  calculation),  shows  much  more  than  half  the  population 
as  either  ])Ojtfe?sin<r.  or  entitled  to  inherit,  landed  pnjpertj-. 
A  majority  of  tIii|jpro]>ertics  are  so  small  aa  not  to  afford  a 
stihsititcnec  to  the  proprietors,  of  whom,  acconling  to  soma 
computations,  as  many  as  three  millions  are  obliged  to  eke 
out  their  means  of  support  either  by  working  for  lure,  or  by 
taking  additional  land,  generally  on  metayer  tcnnre. 
When  the  property  poy^ossed  \s  not  suOieietit  to  relieve  I.I10 
possessor  from  dependence  on  wagea,  the  etjnditioii  of  a  pro- 
prietor hwes  much  of  ita  characteriRtic  efficacy  as  a  choek 

cnunlnr.  There  arc  nnw  nuinv  more  mnnll  iiidepcnilvnt  proprtctora  than  fop- 
luvtiy.  Vet,  however  many  (.itniplninUi  uf  |Kin|MfriMii  nrv  lii-«nl  iuiu>ii(C  d*o 
(lr|H'n<)i'nt  liitMiiin-rt,  wc  ui-ver  linu'  U  miiiplaiiift)  ihal  pauiwrtMn  M  increftiinf , 
iuuoti}f  tlK-  (M-ai^il  proi)ri'-'lorB." — Kay,  I  'hV2-6. 

Ill  A  coniinunicAlion  to  the  CoronuA^ionpn  ortlio  I'oor  Ljiw  Enquiry,  p.  Mfl 
at  tJwir  Korcipn  CommoDicuiuo*,  Appendix  F  vo  Unrit  FUia  Uev««\. 

f  WM  see. 
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to  over-popiilation  :  and  if  the  preUicrion  eo  often  made  in 
£ii^]uii(l   had   iieuii   realized,   and   Franee  had    befoiiie  a 
"  paoper  warren,"  llie  exjHa:imun.t  wonld  liavo  proved  nuth- 
iug  against  tlic  tendeiiL-ice  of  the  same  systeiu  of  agricul-' 
tural  ei'diioFiiy  in  otlier  eij-cumetanced.      lint   what  is  the 
fact  ?    That  the  rate  ul'  iucrease  of  thu  French  population 
16  the  slowest  in  Europe.     During  the  giMiemtion  whtcJi  the 
Ucvulutiou  raisiid  Iroiu  thu  exliviue  ot'  hopiik'ss  wretchwl- 
nese  to  sudden  ahimdauce,  a  ^eat  inerea»e  of  popnlation^ 
took  jilace.     Uul  a  jiineratton  iiaa  {rrown  up,  whiiiii,  having 
hc'un  Lorn  in  Improved  L-ireunistanceii,  ha»  not  Icurut  to  b( 
misiTahlo ;  and  upon  them  the  spirit  of  thrift  operates  mos 
cuii8piL-uoui<ly,  in  kctr])iu;;  tlie  iucrca^^e  of  popuhilion  within 
the  increase  of  nalioiml  wealth.     In  a  table,  drawn  up  hy 
Prufusbor  Kau,*  of  th*:  rate  of  annual  iiicreafio  of  the  popui 
lations  of  various  conntries>  that  of  France,  from  1817  t< 
1827,  i&  stated  at  ,Vd  per  cent,  tiiat  of  England  during  s.\ 
similar  dot^ennial  ]>eriod  being  l,*;^  annually,  and  that  of  tltej 
United  States  nearly  3.     Aerordingto  tlieofljeial  returns  afl 

*  Tlio  rollowing  is  tbe  tabic  (see  p.  168  oT  Oto  Delgiiui  Iranslatiaa  of  Mc 
Ran^M  lai^i!  irork): 


Scalland IS21-81  .  .  1' 

SaxMiy lnl54n  .  .  M5 

Builcn  .  .  .  182<K3U(neuntacl))  IIS 


Per  c«nl. 
ru!u<d  Stutrti.  .  .  .  1B2"^S0  .  .  2-itS 

Hnnparj-  (NccDrdin^  lo  Itohrcr)     2*40 

KiiiiliuiJ 1811.21   .  .  l-;8 

"  1«21-31   ,  .   I'flO 

Alwlrift  (Ilolircr) 1-30 

PrtiBsi* lftlfl.27  .  .  1-54 

•'        l8a<>-80  .  .  1-37 

"        IH21  »]  .  .   1-27 

Nclherbndx   ....   1821-28  ..  1-S8 

But  the  DutDber  given  tr  Uorvati  lie  Jonn&8,  be  a*1<l«,  Ut  oot  onUtlcd  to  im 
plicH  «>nfl'lvticf. 

Tlie  fiiUowing  Uble  given  liy  M.  Qupk-lot  tSmr  Ffinmme  ft  U  Dtwtttpprm' 
tlf  M9  ftu-ulti^,  v(A.  i.  di.  71  bIw  on  tin.-  nnthurilj  of  Itoit,  r««Hiiiii»  a'hlitiot: 
tnalU'r,  nnd  difTertt  in  »oniv  ilcin^  from  ilir  ]if«OHiliiip,  jirotjuliW  from  llic  authi 
laving  talcsn,  in  llinsc>  nmre,  mi  aviinigf  of  ililTcrcnt  ynn: 


Frutce  .  .  .  18n-S7  (lUllueii)  tfiU 

■nd   more  recently  iHctfctau   do 

Joniiba) a-i&i 
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AiiHiria    .     .     .  \-m 

Fmiu-e 

.  (fUl 
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.     .  IM 
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.  o-ia 
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.     .  165 
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Luuilianlf 
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analyzed  by  M.  Logout,*  the  increase  of  the  populntion, 
'vi'biL-li  from  18U1  to  IHdG  was  at  the  rate  of  1'2."S  pi-r  wut 
annually,  avtinigwl  only  0-47  per  cent  Crom  1806  to  1831 ; 
from  l^iil  to  IbaO  it  averujLced  0-6(>  per  cent;  from  I8il6  to 
1841,  U-41  percent,  and  from  1841  to  1846,003  jjcrcent.f 
At  the  ccndUB  of  1S51  the  rate  of  annual  increase  shown 
wtw  only  I'US  i»cr  cent  in  tin;  five  years,  ar  0*21  annually  ; 
ami  at  the  census  of  1856  only  0*71  per  cent  in  tive  years, 
or  0*14  annually  :  so  that,  in  tliu  words  of  M.  de  Lavorgne, 
"  la  |)opulattun  ne  a'accroit  premjue  plus  en  Franfe.'''J 
Even  tliis  slow  increase  is  whoUy  the  elleirt  of  a  dimunition 
of  deatlis;  the  number  of  hirtlie  not  incieaeing  at  all,  while 
the  proporliou  of  the  births  to  the  population  is  constantly 
diminisiiinf;.§    This  elow   growth  of  the  nunihers  of  the 

£et>notni*t(*  for  Mil*  1B4T,  wtiich  t*ring«  up  ibc  rPBUlU  for  Fninc«  lo  lli«  o«i6iu 
ofllic  preccdlnf;  jr»r  IMS,  is  eumtncd  up  fo  Uis  rolloiriag  tablet 
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108 

... 

Austriib  .  . 

o-sa 

O'tW 

Cirral  KHuin 

) 

Pruwiia.  .  . 

IS4 

l-ld 

{vidosiYe 

1-95 

1-00 

Hftvaiiy.  .  , 

l'4& 

0-W) 

orirt'lMi<l) 

: 

lluiOTor .  . 

„, 

ns8 
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0-71 

UnitMlSlatra 
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*  Jaimai  Am  Eeanominir^  for  Varrh  atiil  May  1847. 

f  H.  La^tiYl  is  »(  upiiiluii  lluL  llii^'  iVtpulalinn  «ru  un<]«i«lAtcd  la  tMI,  and 
llie   incroaae  bctirM>ii  tlint  tInK-  and  lS4tV  caii£0(|iioul1y  ovt'nUtH,  aiu)  tbat  tlie 
TviA  IncraaM  durlnf^  [lie  wholf  fttrrifwl  «m  w>nii>tli;ii{r  intcnoediaU  bctwevu  th« 
Uut  two  arvra^^,  or  not  much  more  Uian  odd  in  two  hundred, 
X  Journal  J«  iV<Miow»M(*«  (Ot  K«bnmry  1 S47. 
^  Tb«  rollowiti;  arv  tbe  iiuihImtii  given  bj  II.  Lcgoft: 

I  annua]  number  }  (  ortbepo* 

^^'"    '«2*    *»   1^2**  i        or  Urtla        \  »«»•""•  '*"•«  >  "  ^-•^'*  I  imUlion. 
„       18211   to    1883 
„       1834   to   IMIA 
„       IKSD    tit    1643  „ 

1M4    k    IB45 
fri  <J!hi  k^t  two  yean  tlit*  iHrlbs,  according  io  tt.  Lef^i^  '«ck  v«ii^C«&\y3 ' 


1lflS.4-H,     ,.      I  in  34iXl 

972.995.     , 

1  in  M-39 

(i:0,617.     , 

.     I  iu  u-il 

P8X,a73.     , 

,      1  in  »&M 
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]>ooi)Ie,  wliilii  cnpital  innreases  mneh  more  rapidly,  hi 
<-aiis(>d  a  iiotict'ablc*  iin|irovciiii!iil:  in  t!io  (MjrHHtUm  of  i\u 
labouring  class.  The  circmiistanoes  of  tliat  portion  of  Ui( 
class  wlio  are  landed  pro|irii'l(»i:s  are  not  rasily  n.s(*urtain( 
wllli  prcL-ision,  being  ol*  uo«rt.c  extremely  variable;  but  tJi( 
nien^  labourers,  wliu  derived  no  dircirt  benefit  from  the 
changes  in  landed  property  whicli  took  place  at  tbe  I?ev( 
hition,  have  nniiiiettti()nably  mu<-h  improved  in  eouditior 
BJnce  that  period.*    Dr.  Kau  te^'tifies  to  a  tiiiuilor  fact  in 


eflW'Uof  •  cotultloniUo  imrnlirralioa.  "C^iec  diminution  d«i>  nuiseiBec*.' 
otMcrvcn,  "  en  ptlWdw  (I'un  iu-croiE«cinvnt  eoustuit,  rtnoiquo  p«u  rAfHdc,  de  li 
|i4i|  mint  ion  (j^D^rak  el  Avu  mnriugcn,  ne  |M-tic  uitv  nltriljug  rju'nux  pnigr^tle 
l\'s.|iril  d'onlrv  ft  ijr  |iKfki»iun  dttii.i  \fs  fitniilli-ti.  CV-sl  il'ailli.-(irti  In  cou^aiUviuX 
pr^ijo  lie  TMM  iii:*lUiitkiiiH  civilfH  pl  soeialen,  (|ui,  co  ami-'iiant  t'luiqiiv  j<pur  uc 
plu»  grande  MilHl'ivHiiu)  <!e  Ui  fiifluiie  li-ri  iloiialc  et  mobili&m  di*  U  Fnuiur,  d6vc 
luppi-nt  nti  nrin  iW*  poitnlalionii  \v*  iutUiiu'la  de  conwrvntdon  vl  tlt^  bicni-lrv." 

In  foui'  (ti'jMilniL'iilf,  HUioD;^  wliicli  aiv  two  of  tliti  niim  tliriviug  in  Nonruut-, 
lit.  Ihc  ilt-mlw  even  llu-a  vjixi-'IinI   rlic  liiribs.     Tlip  U^t  cetiitiis,  ibnl  qf  1866 
csbibiu  tiic  rc-iuarkalil);  tuvl  of  a  ixitdtivi*  liiiuiniiLiuD  iii  tbt>  |M>|iulaliu«  of  M  an 
of  Uie  it6  ik-pArUnont<t.     A  tuguilicuiit  conuuetil  uo   Uh.'  [utupiT-vnuroa  Ib^ury. 
Svu  M.  lie  Luvm^iie'rt  Niialpia  of  tb«  letuma. 

*  "  \jea  claaara  de  nutre  popuiatloii  qui  irotit  quo  Icitr  ukW-,  trWrn  qnl,  |»r 
n-tto  ration,  tout  k\4  plua  cxpiKiiiea  i   riridigcncc,  eoiit  flujourtrtini  beauct>ii| 
Ui'tvux  poiirviies  dos  objels  nccesMjroa  i\  la  iiourriture,  su  loji'-mcnl  ni  au  ve 
mcrtt,  (in'cllcs  nc  IV-laient  iiii  cumraencviiti'Di  du  ^li^cle.  ...  On  p<!Ut  BpftD) 
[en  foil]  du  ipfiKiif*(ittKP  i]r  Uititci*  |r;s  |ifreoiine^  i|ui  otil  pouTcnir  dc  \m  premiif 
lies  riio«im-«  cotuparten.  ,  .  .  ffil   re^'lnit  do*  tloulcs  k  cet  *g«nl,  oti   |Kmmiil 
bcili-iiiLTit  l(^  di««i|MT  vit  vuiMfidiant    U-ti  iinnnui  f.-uUivntciir9  cl  !«  ondciui 
ouvriurs,  ainai  t|ue  noiui  I'avoQ*  Tail  nous-in^nic^  dan*  «llverM.':i  locality  »a» 
rencoiilrer  tin  soiil  t^m(H;c;Ra^e  M>iitnulic(nitt>:  on  |H-ut  iiiviiqtu>r  auM  ies  Kui- 
MigRPinrii^i  [(^cuUIId  A.  if  si^et  par  un  Kltsurvalcur  fim-l,  M.  Villrrn)^  {Tatitrau 
dt  VJ-.'tat  J^hyni'/nc  tt  Moral  den  Otn-rirrt,  lir.  U.  ck  1.)"     From  an   iolcUigcnl 
worli   publbbed   in  IbW,  AVAtcA**  tw  te»  Cnut*»  J*  VI»tIi^'i*ef,  par  A.  t'Ifl 
uinil,  \y[t.  t>-l->).     Tlic  tiatDC  nritor  a[x-aki  (p.  118)  of  "la  bjiUMe  confiJonhi 
(|ui   ••'e^l  riiaiiirosiiV  ilrpiiiK  1780  duUN  U-  laus   du  xalairv  dc  no8  cullivalctir 
jountnlient , '^  and  AiltU  llii>  fidlouriiifi;  cridctiiv  uf  a  liii;lu.T  fftandni-<l  ot  haliill 
require  men  la,  c*cn  in  thnl  pnniiiii  of  ihe  town  p(.tpuIation.  tlie  state  oF  wlilch 
wnially  roprtrAonlcd  lu   most   drploruMc      "Oepnis  ipiinie   k  vin^X   ann,  tU 
chang^iiM'iit  iroiuH durable  s'l'jit  miuiifoidf  i1u*ik  \v*  habiitidra  An  tmrnvtu  de 
irilles  manufacturirre:  Jla  d6|tenacnl  aujuunl'liui  beaucoiip  plnit  que  par  li^  |n 

pour  lo  T^icmcnt  ct  la  p«rarc ha  Duviit^rs  de  mrUiutM  cWh'*,  XtA 

q«e  lea  anciens  eitnuii  de  bTon,"  {aecording  to  all   ^«preMnu^lion^  Uki-  Ibab 


PEASANT  PROPRIETORS. 


369 


the  oAsc  of  another  country  in  whioli  the  BulxlivUion  of  the 
Uiul  is  prohahlv  ^xi'ej^tiivt',  the  Palatinate* 

I  am  not  aware  of  a  single  authentic  instance  which 
snp^rartfi  the  nesertion  that  rapid  iiiulti|tlication  is  promoted 


c(»untLT(iart,  niir  Immltuom  nmvr-ni,  t)io  wry  wunt  paid  oluw  of  artimnii,)  "Bit 
Mr  inuntrL-rit  [iliut  LOiarue  auuetou  cuUYcrU  di?  ttiea  baiUooa."    (Vikgc  IM.) 

The  prrc(-<litijr  stuiemenu  wor»i  pivcn  In  futratT  cdiiiomt  of  ttiU  work,  being 
the  best  to  whk'h  I  hud  al  thu  tin)«  hi-ccm;  bui  evidence,  both  of  it  n»\n  ri-t-i'tit, 
and  of  ft  more  tmniiic  and  itrecLw  chiiructer,  will  dow  be  futiotl  in  tlip  imjHirtnnt 
work  of  M.  Lt'ODtw  de  Jjnrtrjfnc,  Ecanomit:  Itin>l<  dr  la  t'niHr*  iltpuin  1789. 
Accvnlin^  tu  llxit  puiti»-Ukiiijc,  wi-ll-infoniiMl,  hiiiI  111119I  i(ii[Hirtiul  <-m|iiinT,  Ihv 
llr(^ng(■  daily  wagt'a  i»f  11  Fix-nth  lutiuiiivr  litivc  riwn,  nhW  (he  oommeaoemfttL 
oT  ll)i>  Rt-Tohilioii,  b  till*  ratio  of  It'  la  90.  while,  owiog  u>  tbo  mare  con- 
«Unt  cini)loyinPiit,  tlio  total  caruincdi  hire  Incrnued  in  a  n\\\  frreatcr  nlio, 
nol  «b<Tt  uf  douMti.  The  lotluniDg  an:  Um:  wurds  of  U.  dc  Larergim  (3ud  mi. 
p.  67): 

"  Arthur  Vonng  Rvalue  tK/ir-Nnr^W^Ieprin  tnoyrado  In  jnuni^  dii  (mva!), 
qui  doit  ^tre  atijtiurd'bLii  ifuii  yranr  f-iiK/ituN/r  rvMlirn^'i,  t-t  crtle  augTHtiilatioii 
oe  rcprcwiile  cncoro  qu'une  partK  du  giun  r«alisv.  l)i«ii  que  )•  iisliou  nirnlo 
tfAi  rcst^'  k  poti  pi4«  Ift  mumv,  IVicMuii  de  ixipulidoii  wirrvDu  tkpuito  17(tO 
s'l'taot  conctiitri  dims  lc«  vIUm,  le  Doubre  effwlif  dt-s  jfrnnn-es  dc  tnvail  « 
icrtm.  d'dltonJ  jmrre  que  la  rW  nuyeiinc  8'*Uinl  ullwtigik-,  k-  uoinbrr  dcs  bunimt'fl 
va!i<lc-g  sVfrt  «5Ipvp,  ot  fiiimiw  jwrw  quo  li-  Ir&rtul  wt  raicnx  orgnnhc,  *ci\\  par  la 
hU|>|irr)iAioii  tU'  pliLtiiMitx  ft'tcx  cbnini'i-K.  m»!l  [nr  lo  Mul  cfTpt  d'unii  dciiiiuidf  plus 
■I'livi*.  Ell  Uiiniit  ivimpic  dc  rm-rniMwrncut  du  Dorabre  dea  jouniK*,  Ic  giJn 
Mtinud  lie  Tourrior  rural  dolt  axiir  double.  .  .  .  Ccito  DUgmeatation  duu  1« 
fvbtirv  8«>  trsduit  puur  roiivricr  fit  utiL>  aTi|ni)i?titatiuti  mi  tnultis  oorrespniHluil 
dff  bitn-ilro,  pulque  te  pris  dc*  prindjutux  objeia  DWOAwim  4  lit  ne  «  pe 
cbui^',  et  qui!  mlul  dM  objoM  rahrlqote,  <{»  iiuta,  par  cxemple.  a  •enaibioi 
bMi«i^.  L'hibitntion  e*n  ^IciDoat  dcrenup  mctllenrc,  iiuinn  partout,  du  isoini 
dww  In  plupart  do  noa  proviiKvs." 

M.  dp  l.nviT^m-'s  estimiKv  oT  the  HTcrapic  nmount  of  a  iby'»  wn^rs  a  gmui>(l< 
^  Ml  a  nurfful  i-umpurison.  In  llib  itiul  ull  nthcr  nxinoiuit^  poinl-i  of  vicir,  of 
all  tlie  ilitTprfiit  firov  inro!i  ufFranM. 

*  In  hta  littlt^  book  on  tl»e  A^cnllnrR  of  dtc  Pa]ailna(«,  already  cHcd.  Ilo 
MtTf  thu  (ho  daHj  waj^  or  labour,  whlrlt  durins  the  latit  yean  of  Uic  var  wore 
unumikllT  hiftb,  and  v,  cooiIniM'd  until  Irtl  7.  afterwarda  aank  lo  a  lower  tuoncy- 
rate,  but  l)uU  the  prices  of  many  cotnmodities  having  rullrn  in  a  Mill  prrau-r 
proportltit),  llie  condJlion  of  th«  people  wa«  unequirorallr  improved.  The  food 
girL-D  to  (arm  laboarcra  by  their  employvra  has  aim  irrvatly  Improved  in  qtuntity 
■ml  quiilify.  "Sii?  iK'Htigen  Ta^vs  bedcnlciid  beawr  isl.  als  viw  utipeftbr  40 
•lahrcn,  wn  das  Gmindp  wooiger  FleJedi  mid  HchlvpriM.'n,  kriiii-ii  Kiwc  xiim 
Brolp  u.  ilpl.  erhielL"  fp.  20 )  "Such  an  incroiMw  of  wapea"  (adds  lh«  Pro-,, 
foMOr)  "  wbicli  tnust  In)  eAl)inat4<d  not  in  money,  but  in  Ittc  quontltjr  of  nc 


870 


BOOK  II.     OHAPTER  TIL     4  6. 


Ijy  peaRBDt  prop**i-Ht«.  IntttiiU(M'»  may  iindoiihtcdly  be  en 
of  its  not  being  preveiitetl  by  theni,  and  one  of  the  princi- 
pal of  these  is  Belgium;  the  prospects  of  wbich,  in  respect 
to  ])ojmlali<>n,  are  at  present  u  tnatter  of  cdiisi'lenible  un- 
certainty. Belgium  iiafc  the  most  rupiUly  increasing  popula- 
tion on  tbe  Continent;  and  wlien  the  eircumstancefl  of  the- 
country  require,  as  they  rtinst  soon  do.  that  this  rapidity 
Rhonid  be  ebeeked,  there  will  be  a  eon^iderable  Birength  of 
existing  habit  to  be  broken  through.  One  of  tlie  unfavour- 
able circninstiiuees  is  the  great  power  possessed  over  tiio 
minds  of  the  people  I>y  the  (^atholie  prle«tlio«Kl,  whose  in- 
fluence is  everywhere  birongly  exerted  againtit  restraining 
population.  As  yet,  however,  it  must  be  rememberwl  that. 
the  indefatigable  intbistry  and  great  agrieultiiral  skill  of 
the  people  have  renilenul  the  exifiting  rapidity  of  inereasv 
practically  innocuous ;  tlie  great  number  of  large  estates  stilt 
undividwl  affording  by  tlicir  gradual  dismembi^rmeut.  a  re- 
Houren  for  the  neeeswary  augmentation  of  the  grons  prrMhiet* ; 
and  there  are,  besldea,  many  large  nmnnfueturing  towns, 
and  mining  and  L-onI  di-<'tri<'tti,  whl<-h  attract  and  employ  a 
considerablu  portion  of  tlie  annual  inereano  of  pitpulation. 

g  .'>.  But  even  where  pea«int  pmperties  are  aerompaniM 
by  on  cxeess  of  uuudjcrs,  this  evil  is  not  iicccssarily  attend- 
ed with  the  additional  economical  disadvantage  of  too  great 
a  subdivision  of  the  laud.  It  does  not  follow  because  landed 
property  \6  minutely  divided,  that /ffjtnj  will  be  so.  As 
large  properties  are  perfertly  compatible  with  small  farms, 
so  are  small  properties  with  farms  of  an  adequate  size;  and 
a  subdivision  of  oceupnney  ir»  not  an  inevitable  rousequeneo 
of  even  undue  multiplication  aiiiong  peasant  proprietors. 


rlM  md  Mnven!pnc(!<i  whioli  Um>  Inlmmtr  w  cniililiil  to  pro(>un>,  m  hj  mhreml 
admiBloin,  &  praor  that  the  ro&n  of  ca|iEta]  rriiKt  hav^  incrpaseO."  U  imnres  not 
odJt  Utla,  but  also  ihil  tliv  Utxniring  populatioo  has  not  iucrciuird  hi  kd  ec]ti^ 
dc^irv;  anil  thai  in  tim  inrtaticv  H  writ  lu  hi  Kmncv.  tlie  moretiitvtmt  of  the 
land,  wen  wIms  cscrK>iv><,  tias  been  vtMuimtible  with  ■  Hlrongtbeatng  of  tbe  [rv- 
dential  chedu  to  popuUtiou. 
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Aa  might  bo  oxpoetcHl  from  their  adniiruble  intollif^cnce  in 
thiiigrt  rt'Ijitiii^  Ui  tlirir  ocit»[nititni,  tht-  Fluiiiifili  pi^asiintrv 
have  long  learnt  this  lesson.  "The  habit  of  not  dividing 
profMTtit*,"  sttya  Dr.  Ran,* ''ami  tho  opinion  that  tliis  is 
lulvtintJigL'oua,  havu  been  so  eomplL-tcIv  presurvcd  in  Klan- 
dore,  that  ercn  now,  when  a  }>ca<4ant  die*  leaving  Bovcral 
uhildren,  tliuy  do  not  think  of  dividing  his  patriuioiiy, 
thoufih  it  be  ncitlier  entuiiwi  nor  settled  iu  trust ;  they  pre- 
fvr  eeilifig  it  entire,  and  »lturing  the  proceeds,  considering  it 
as  a  jewel  which  loses  its  value  when  it  is  divided.'*  That 
the  same  feeling  innst  prevail  widely  even  in  France,  is 
shown  by  the  great  frei|ueui'y  of  sales  of  land,  ainotintiiig  in 
tun  years  to  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  soil  nC  the  (■oiintry  ; 
and  M.  Pai*sy.  in  his  Iract  "On  the  Changes  in  the  Agri- 
cultural Condition  of  tlio  Department  of  tlie  Euro  since  tha 
year  ISOO/'f  states  other  facts  tending  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion. "  The  example,"  says  he,  *'  of  this  department  attests 
that  there  doe.'^  n<it  exist,  as  some  writei's  have  imagined, 
between  the  distribution  of  property  and  that  of  cultivation, 
a  eonncNJon  which  tends  invincibly  to  assimilate  them.  In 
no  portion  of  it  have  changes  ol'  ownership  liad  a  j»ercep(i- 
ble  inrtucnce  on  the  size  of  holdings.  While,  in  distriets  of 
small  farmini';,  lands  bclnaging  to  the  same  owner  are  ordi- 
narily distributed  among  tnnny  tenants,  e«  neither  is  it  un- 
common, in  places  where  the  ^m/ff  e^tltnre  prevails,  for 
the  same  farmer  to  rent  the  lands  of  several  proprietors.  In 
the  plains  of  Vexin,  in  particular,  many  active  and  rich 
cultivators  do  not  content  tliomsclvee  with  a  single  farm; 
others  add  to  the  lands  of  their  principal  holding,  all  those 
in  the  neig}ibourhood  which  they  are  able  to  hire,  and  in 
this  manner  make  up  a  total  extent  which  in  some  cafiC6 


*  P«g«  3S4  or  Ibe  BruiseU  ItwulatioD.  lie  ctUw  u  an  uubori*;.  Schwnt, 
Lmdmrthtchaftlithf  Milth<ilun;ftn,  \.  185. 

f  One  <if  Ute  impurtnnt  p4|im  which  hnre  i^pmrml  in  the  JtmntMl  df» 
EeoHo*ni»lr»,  ttiu  nrgaii  of  iW  |iritid[Hi)  iHililk'al  ccunoinista  ot  Fnuice,  Uld  ilouig 
KTMl  Aod  increiuiniR  tionour  Ui  llirir  kimwledj^  aiid  Abilit;.  U,  Pusy's  oBaf 
ha*  twea  rcprioMd  tepanUdj'  an  a  p«ju[)ltlee. 
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roa'-^bc's  or  6xc«p(la  two  hundred  hertarpa*'  (five  Iiun(!i 
Englisb  iieree).     *'Thf  more  tlic  iwtatea  are  dismcroljtTwl, 
t!ie  more  fre(|ucnt  do  this  &ort  of  aiTaiigomcnts  beeonio : 
iitui  as  they  coiidiit'e  to  the  iiiti^rest  uf  all  coucorned,  it  U 
[ji'obabLc  that  time  will  confirm  Oicm." 

"  In  some  plai-es,"  wija  M.  dc  Lavergne,*  "  iu  the  neifj^h- 
htmrliood  ul'  Fans,  f«r  example,  where  the  advantages  of 
the  grands  cnlture  hec-ome  evident,  the  size  of  farms  tends 
to  iiUTvaiie,  HOvenil  farms  are  tliruwn  to,^ther  ititw  one,  and 
fai'mcrs  enlarp;u  tht-ir  holdings  hv  rcntjug /wat/A'A  from  a 
number  of  dilfertmt  ])ni]irii'IorH.  Klscwhere  farin«  as  well 
as  properties  of  too  great  extent  tend  to  divi^on.  Cultiva- 
tion Bpontaneoiitily  finds  out  the  or;»anizatinn  which  suit«  it 
bet<t/'  It  id  a  striking  fiiet,  staled  by  tlie  game  eminent 
writer,+  tiiat  tlie  depaitnientfi  wliieli  havetlte  greatest  num- 
ber of  aniall  n'itfs  fonci^ren,  are  the  Nord,  tha  SommK,  tbe 
Piia  dc  ('alais,  the  Seine  Infi'rieure,  the  Aisne,  and  the 
Oiso;  all  of  them  among  the  richest  and  beet  cultivated, 
and  the  fii-st^menlioued  of  ibem  the  very  richest  and  bea* 
cultivated,  in  France. 

Undue  snbilivision,  and  excessive  smaUne&s  of  holdings, 
are  nndoubtcdly  a  piwalent  evil  in  some  countries  of  Deaa* 
ant  proprietors  and  parlienlarly  in  parts  of  Germany  and 
France.  The  governments  of  Havana  and  Ka«;sau  have 
thought  it  ueceaeary  to  impose  a  legul  limit  to  pubdivisiun^ 
and  the  Prussian  Government  mieuecessfully  propf»sed  the 
same  measure  to  the  Estates  of  its  Rhenish  Pmvinoee.  Btit 
I  do  not  think  it  will  anywliere  he  found  that  xXxcpdiie  cul- 
ture i»  the  system  of  the  peafanta,  and  the  granfff  culture 
that  of  the  great  hmdlord.-i:  on  tho  contraiy,  wherever  the 
Hmal!  proportipa  are  diviileil  amonjr  too  many  propriotore,  I 
believe  it  to  be  true  that  the  largo  properties  also  ai*c  par 

■   Eeanomie  Httmif  Hf  In  Fr«»ff,  p.  455, 

+  P.  1 1 7.  See.  for  flirts  of  H  similar  tcniJcncy,  pp.  HI,  2^0,  Rnd  *»li*r  pis- 
Uftm  of  the  Mini'  Impnrlani  trcniisv;  ntiich.  on  the  other  hanil,  pqtinll.r  utKiuii'l* 
«ith  eridenc?  of  ih«  oaiii><htevAti»  HTrct  of  siiWii  UIoh  whrn  too  minule,  or  nhen 
tbe  aatun  of  the  floU  ud  of  \\a  proiitu:Lr  \^  \sxa  vjiJoSAa  to  it. 
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celled  ont  among  too  many  farmera,  and  that  tlie  cause  is- 
the  Bamc  in  both  cosee,  a  backward  Btate  of  capital,  i^kill, 
and  agrii-nUura)  fnturprise.  ITicre  is  rea&ou  to  believe  that 
rlie  MilxiiviKion  in  Kniiit'C  i*  not  more  excessive  tlian  xb  ao 
countvd  for  by  this  cause;  tliat  it  is  (liiiiinii^hing,  not  in- 
creasing ;  and  that  tlic  terror  cxpres&ed  in  some  quarters,  at 
the  pro^L'88  of  the  irujrceliemeiU.  iis  one  of  the  inogt  ground- 
less of  real  or  pretended  panics.* 

If  peasant  properties  have  any  e5ect  in  promoting  sub- 
division beyonti  the  di-ji^ree  mIucIi  eorrcriponds  tn  the  agri* 
eultui-al  praetioes  of  the  country,  and  which  in  customary  on 
its  large  estates,  the  cause  must  He  in  one  of  the  snlntary 
influences  of  the  system;  tiic  eminent  degree  in  which  it 
]»roniotes  jjrovidcnce  on  the  part  of  those  who,  not  being 

■  Vr.  Labif;,  in  his  UteA  publlmlon,  '*  Olnorf ilrona  an  Itw  Socinl  aiwl 
Folitioil  SUwortbi!  Kuropuin  l'co|>l<!  in  1M8  vul  IS-t^,**!  ImmIc  d«rol«l  to  tho 
gtorifiation  of  Englanil,  nail  Ibe  iliHiuirA^ivnionl  of  prcnthlng  ^Lvwhrrr  wlileli 
otben,  or  even  bo  hiui«clf  in  rormcr  work^,  had  thought  wortlty  or  pnvuie,  arguui 
that  "  dihougb  tbe  bod  itself  u  not  diviil«d  nnJ  (nilttiivitlod  "'  i>d  tliv  dead)  o\'  die 
propriolor,  '^tbc  value  of  lliv  land  is.  atid  triih  I'lFi-cta  aIiuo«i  lu  [irrjtt>lki«l  to 
MMiJil  pTogrc^  The  vulup  nf  rach  slinrc  lH<con)o  a  ileM  oc  burden  upon  the 
Innd."  CVineoiiuotiilT  Itic  ctiiulilii^ii  iif  the  npii'iiltiirKl  populiitiun  in  rtttopndf; 
"otdi  frfi'iTOtiiiii  in  Hnr;N>  ntf  thuii  tin:  |ini-iili»j;  nni-,  ii1i1iihi|:Ii  tltr  ImiiI  m 
neither  leas  nor  more  dindH,  nor  won»e  ciJiiraied."  And  iliU  lii>  }pxv*  u  tite 
cxplanxtion  of  the  gnat  Indi'blctlnew  of  the  eii:iill  landtn)  proprit'ton  in  Kraoce 
(pp.  97-9.)  If  ttaow  stBt«mcnt8  were  convn,  ibe.v  would  itiTnlldate  nil  wbich^ 
Mr.  Laing  ntDnntMl  to  pontivHr  In  othn-  writings,  and  npeatif  la  tliig,  ra<ii 
tbo  peculiar  pfRciu-f  of  the  powwasion  of  land  in  prereotin;;  orerpopuUlloii. 
Bill  bo  t»  cntirviT  mistaken  :u  to  tbe  mniUir  of  fael.  lo  thr  only  country  of 
ur)ii<li  tic  t^iikH  from  ucUuil  rt-niilftK-c.  Niirway,  tie  does  nnt  pn>t4>nd  ttuU  Uic 
cundillon  of  tlie  pi-aMUit  prnprirUirH  in  di-li^rIofftilni;.  Thv  facti  alii^Jv  iUlhI 
prove  tint  In  rrfipe<-t  to  Ilotgitini,  C!tTTn>nT,  and  Switzerland,  the  -o^frtion  \a 
equally  wrd«  of  the  mark ;  and  what  has  been  riiown  reHpectini;  the  slow  increuo 
of  population  in  France,  dcmonBtTBU-ji  ihat  if  tl»r  condition  of  tiic  Fnindl  p^raaant- 
ry  »u  dett-rii>rnlii)g,  it  coulil  not  bf  fmai  ttw  cause  supiMMed  by  Mr.  Ijiing. 
The  Initli  I  Itclieve  to  tie  tliat  in  every  unuolry  nilhuut  cinrption.  in  «liii'b 
peoNinl  properties  prevail,  the  eonditiuii  oTrlie  people  I*  improving,  the  prodiieo 
6f  tbe  land  and  cfflo  its  ft>rlililj  inerM5iii)[,  and  fnim  Ihv  Innnt  xurplus  wlueh 
mnain>«  nOcr  fer^ini;  the  aKnriilliiml  cl^Mt,  i\i*'  town*  are  iiiiicnieiilin;;  holt)  in 
popnliilion  and  in  tbe  «ri>ll-b*>int;  of  their  inbatiitAnis.  On  thid  qn«sliun,  as  well 
aa  on  Ihat  of  the  m^retUemtnt,  bo  ikr  a!  re;:ard#  France,  additional  fads  and 
otweiTBtiona,  brought  up  to  a  Later  dale,  will  tie  found  in  thv  Ap^wtidii. 
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yet  puaaant  jiroprietors.  hope  to  become  so.     In  Er.;;lM»d, 
wliere  tlie  lat)o\it'or  h.is  no  investment  tor  bit;  saviiij^ii  but 
tlio  fiavings  buuk,  and  no  piHtitiou  to  which  he  can  ru«  byi 
any  exorcise  of  economy,  except  perhaps  that  of  a  pctty^ 
shopkeeper,  with  h»  uliHiiccii  i>f  hajikrii{iti-y,  there  is  uulhing. 
at  nil  reseiiililin-j;  the  intense  spirit  of  thrift  whicli  takes 
poHsossion  of  one  who,  from  heiiif;  a  day  hdxrtirer,  can  niiw 
!iini6cU"  l<y  saving  to  the  condiliun  of  a  landud  jiroprictor. 
Acconlin*;  to  nhnoi^t  all   iiat)ioriti(«,  the  real  cauw  of  the 
morcdlcment  is  the  higher  price  which  can  be  ohtainetl  for 
land  by  Belling  it  to  clie  ]>casantr^',  as  an  inve^tineut  fot 
their  aainll  aeeinnulationg,  than  by  diBposiug  of  it  tmtirc  taj 
some  rich  pnrebaser  who  has  no  object  bnt  to  live  on  its  in- 
come without  improving;  it.    The  hoi)c  of  obtaining  such 
an  investment  is  the  roost  powerful  of  inducements,  to  (how' 
who  nre  withoitt  latid,  to  pnittisc  the  indnstry,  fnigalily. 
and  6olt'-ii'6traint,  ijii  which  their  suciiess  in  this  object  of 
ftmbition  is  dei>endent 

.  As  the  i-cpiilt  of  tin*  enqniry  into  the  direct  operation 
and  indirect  inflnencci?  of  peasant  properties,  I  conceive  it 
to  be  establi»he<l,  that  there  ie  no  necessary  connexion  be- 
tween this  form  of  landed  pmpcrty  and  an  iinj>erfect  ntate-j 
of  the  arts  of  production  ;  that  it  is  favonmble  in  qnlte  as 
many  respects  iw  it  is  unfav<»ui"aljle,  to  the  niont  effe<;tive  nse 
of  tbc  powers  of  the  soil ;  that  no  other  existing  state  of 
n^icnUunil  economy  has  so  beiiefirial  an  efiect  on  the  !l>- 
dustiy,  the  intelligence,  the  frugality,  and  j)rudcnco  of  the 
population,  nor  tends  on  the  whole  so  much  to  discourage 
an  improvident  increase  of  their  numbers;  and  that  no  ex- 
isting state,  therefore,  is  on  the  whole  so  favourable,  both,  to 
their  moral  and  their  physical  welfare.  Compared  with  tlm 
English  system  of  cultivation  by  liirefl  labour,  it  must  be 
regarded  aa  eminently  beneficial   to  the  labouring  class.^ 


•  French  hUt^iry  iilHtcinglT  cmifirBiF*  lhcN«  rniirlit>ti.iiiJi  Tlin?c  Umes  (larini; 
the  oourae  nf  af^<^  tlii*  p&RMtitrr  '\)A\v  li^cn  purcluM'iii  of  lalKl;  and  tliow  tlmM 
imtQ«dutulT  preceded  tba  Uirw  |4ii)cipal  vm  of  French  agriculitiral  proqieritjr. 

"  Am  totDpA  Im  plus  ■iiaa«'ai&,''  M.fB  tbo  liuUiriiui  Utcholct,  [Lt  PtipUf  Ira 
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Wc  arc  not  on  the  present  occRsion  called  ujion  to  compare 
it  with  tliG  joint  owDtTtiliij)  of  t lie  land  by  [u>£ociatioii&  of 
liihourerB. 

partie,  vl>.  ],)  "vax  tnoairnbi  ile  (louvrctt^  wurrnrllo,  oh  Ic  ridw  iiiAiii«  «at 
p»axTv  tl  rcnil  pu  fnni;  alorw  I«  jnturre  at  irouve  en  t-ut  dVlieMr;  nol  «c- 
qu&rcnr  iir  iwr  pr^wiiUiit,  Ic  pay&an  cu  giietultcA  lurive  avrc  ka  |ii(^c«  d'ur,  rt  Q 
■vqaierl  un  bout  de  l«rre.  t'ca  mvioculs  do  tUMATV  oA  le  pftynn  a  |iu  iu.-<|U6rir 
la  terru  k  boo  nurchi,  oiit  tot^oan  Hi  ouivis  il*un  t\aa  mbJt  cic  r^-vuticiiu  <iu*oti 
Rc  s'cspUqiuit  fiKL  Vent  )&i)ti,  pAr  vxcDiiilv.qiunii  lo  Fnuice  6pui)H!«  par  Loub 
XI.  senblu  ftcli«ver  «  ruinc  en  Ilalie,  U  ooblovc  qui  part  cm  (>bltj{^«  «J«  ri<a- 
(Irc;  li  terre,  pMMnt  i  Ue  noorelks  mainK,  rdlcurit  toiit-i-^-oup ;  uu  IrnTalUc, 
on  t:\lil.     C«  bt-BU  mooKiit  (ilnna  W  vtjrtv  (Ic  rbUtuire  muukrcbiqae)  »'eM  ttppeti 

"  U  >l*tr«  p«u,  maihcatvuiviat^nL  Im  lerrc  eel  i  pcitic  n*nibe  en  boa  itU, 
Ir  fiiv  r»n<l  diessuH;  kti  guerm<  i]t>  religluii  trrivcDt,  qui  svmldetit  nucr  luut 
Ju)tc|a'iiii  sol,  iiuAirrAi  bontblec,  tWiBiticil  aUtice^  m'l  I«a  iu^hm  tnMigeoient  lirun 
«iifiuila.  Qui  cniirait  que  l«  pajfl  M  nUtrt  d«  11?  Eb  blen,  U  guerrt*  Unit  k 
pdtut,  ill  o«  ehaaip  ravage,  de  veils  c)i«uuii&re  etu:orc  OMre  et  brul^,  sort 
I'tfpargno  du  p*TWn.  II  acbcte ;  m  dix  nn*.  Is  Fmoce  a  cbuige  ite  face ;  ro 
Tin^  ou  UviiU',  luus  \t»  hienii  tiiil  (Inubtt;,  iriple  do  valeur.  Cv  moment  enoonc 
tMiptlte  d'uii  nam  roval,  B'apptlle  tr  (loit  Ihnri  tV,  et  Ic  gratid  Richetieu." 

or  llic  tbini  ■•m  it  is  nrM>dlrwi  a^in  In  iI|m^jiIi  :  it  was  tliat  of  tbe  Revnliitlon. 

Wbcicvei'  would  study  the  rcTenv  of  the  pii-mrt*.  may  roni|iarv  llic-m  btsl'iric 
periodH,  characlcrixcd  by  the  diaiDenbcrracol  of  laifie  and  tlin  coiudruiliun  of 
■titnU  prop«nfc«t  witb  ibc  vrido^rcad  ottioiul  suOertniic  which  accuiti|MiiiiHl,  and 
tbo  pmnanrDt  detenonitioa  of  tb«  ocndllloo  of  the  labouring;  elasecA  wbii-b  UA- 
lowed,  ibe  "cWring"  away  of  >iaud1  yeomcij  to  makr  nxim  for  birjp-  frraciQ^ 
fantiH,  which  was  Uu>  gtmud  ecoootnical  event  of  EDgltsb  LisLory  during  tbe  six> 
tecolh  century. 
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OK  HCTArElt& 


§  1.     From  tlic  case  in  wliicli  the  produce  of  land  and 
1al)uiir  belong**  nmlividedly  lo  the  labourer,  we  proctted  t 
the  cases  in  whicli  it  is  divided,  but  between  two  el 
only,  the  labourers  and  the  landowners;  the  oliaraeter  of  I 
cHpitalists  merging  in  the  one  or  the  other,  iifi  the  ca^  ma 
be.    It  is  jms-sible  indeed  to  conceive  tbitt  there  mifflit 
only  two  classes  of  persons  to  sbnrc  the  produce,  and  that 
class  of  cniiitftliats  might  bo  one  of  them ;  the  character  of 
labourer  and  that  of  landowner  being  united  to  fonii  iLft, 
otla*r.     Tiiis   niifrht  occur   in   two  ways.     The   Iab<iurer«, 
though  owning  the  land,  ini^ht  let  It  to  a  tenaBt,  and  work 
under  him  as  hired  servants.     But  ihis  arrangement,  evoi 
in  the  vcrj  rare  eases  which  could  yive  rise  to  ir,  would  n 
require  any  particular  discussion,  since  it  would  not  ditfer 
iu  any  material  i-eppe<-t  fmin  the  thrcetold  system  of  labour- 
ers, capitalists,  and  landlords.     The  other  case  is  the  no; 
uncouimon  one,  iu  which  a  peasant  proprietor  owns  and 
cultivates  the  land,  but  raises  the  little  capital  required,  b 
u  ninrt'rage  U]H)n   it.     Xeillier  does  this  cai^e  present  an 
important  peculiarity.     Tlicre  is  but  rmc  j)crson,  the  peas-, 
ant  himself,  who  luw  any  rirt-lit  or  power  of  interference  i 
tlie  management.     He  ])ay8  a  fixed  annuity  as  interest  to 
capitalist,  as  he  pays  another  fixed  sum  in  taxes  to  the  gov 
emmont.     Without  dwclUnfr  further  on  these  coses,  we 
to  those  which  present  marked  features  of  peculiarity. 

When  the  two  yiarties  sharing  in  the  produce  are  th 
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labourer  or  lahourors  and  tho  Inndowner,  it  h  not  a  very 
nmteriul  eircimistsintw  in  thu  curK',  wliicii  ot'  tlic  two  fiiniislies 
the  slock,  or  whctlicr,  &&  gometimos  liappciis,  tiiev  I'amisU 
it,  ill  a  rletorntiimU;  iiroporfiun,  lj<>lwet<it  tlieiii.  The  cs^^cn- 
tiiil  ditlVtruiico  doc6  nut  He  tii  tliit>,  but  in  iuii>lliur  circiiiii- 
stance,  nainclj,  wliethor  the  division  of  the  produce  between 
th«  two  is  rt'L^uhitud  hy  uui^loin  or  by  roiiipL>tili»n.  We  will 
begin  with  tlit;  Ibniier  ease;  ut'  wliicU  the  uieliiyer  cuhure  ie 
tho  principal,  and  in  Europe  aliuuHi  tlio  Bole,  example. 

The  jiriuriplt!  of  tlie  metayer  feysicni  iii  that  the  hilionrer, 
or  peasanl,  niakei^  his  cugageuionl  dirceily  with  the  land- 
OWMi;r,  and  pays,  not  a  iixtHl  rent,  either  in  money  or  in 
kind,  but  a  certain  pnipoitiun  of  (he  prodiiee,  or  rather  of 
what  remain^i  of  tin*  pnHln(;e  after  deducting  what  i>  cnn- 
aldcreil  iit'ceasary  to  keep  up  the  stock.  Tlie  propurtiun  is 
nsnally,  as  the  name  imports,  one-half ;  but  in  several  di&- 
trieU  in  Italy  it  i*  two-tliird8.  Ke^peelin^  the  supply  of 
RtfK'k,  iJiu  cuiitoin  varicfi  fnim  place  to  place;  in  i^omu  plncee 
the  landlord  fnmi^hes  tho  wJiole,  in  others  half,  in  others 
aoinc  partifuljir  part,  as  for  in^ttniifo  the  eattle  and  scti;!,  tlic 
labourer  pro\'idiMfr  the  implcrueuls.*  "This  connexion,*' 
saya  Sismoudi,  Bpi:akin£r  chictly  of  Tuscany ,t  "is  often  tho 

*  la  Fmnuc,  tn'rore  tlM>  RcvuliiUon,  acc«nlin|!  In  Arthur  Voiing  (L  403) 
dt^n*  iiiu>  gn-Mt  liK-nl  diTerskv  h)  iIila  n^ifri-t.  lit  nuLin|tit^nt', '^  llir>  landloni 
comiiiutilv  liiiiU  liair  llti*  tialtlu  anil  Imlf  lh<.>  iweJ,  niiiI  iIn^  mvlMycr,  Inlxxir,  inipli*- 
lOtfjtL'L,  null  luxm;  but  iu  Mmv  tihtli'vAn  lhi>  Uodlanl  bcniv  a  *harv  uT  (lieac.  In 
RouMilliKi,  tlti>  UodlorU  pn,v8  half  lti«  uum;  uvd  iii  (iuifunr,  tnttu  Auc-h  to 
Klfuraii,  mnii}'  bn'Ilonln  (lar  nil  Ni-ar  Aj^illon,  on  (lie  (inroiinp,  tlii^  moUjvn 
furnish  liair  itic  caiilo.  Al  NAntrH.  in  the  tale  of  Frasco,  I  oitti  »i(h  an  iigKO- 
nt«iit  fnr  the  latnllnnl  Ut  l^nil«li  litr  M4ic4c,  iniplnocnis,  lurtMnv,  utd  uicn;  Ihe 
DifUjcr  ri.Hiuil  liilMtur  Brid  hbt  own  oi|tiluU4m  lai:  thv  Uixllonl  rrpaired  the 
huuM-  ntnJ  rik^:  (he  iiii'lMver  ilio  wimkms:  the  luMlhmt  prnvdlrd  tecA  ihr  ArM 
j-our,  Ibp  EUtfUypr  Iih-  liut  -,  in  iIm-  iiiU'rvvafng  yc*n  tlif  r  fMi|i|i)y  hnlf  wtr)  lult 
In  ttfc  Bontlxinnob  thr  larKlloid  1ln4*  all  Mtv  of  livo  ttov-k,  ti>I  Uii-  riii-iciT«r  f-Ms 
cluuiicrA.  «iiil  titivn  ntbiiiwill;  tJitr  fiU-wanl  kit-jiiii^  nn  ■(.-nunnt  nf  iIicm' inutit- 
tioiw,  fur  ilit>  landlfml  lias  li«lf  (he  iinxtoi-l  of  mIoh,  ruid  (utt  •  lii\lf  iIk>  piirL-tivm.** 
In  FlnlnwinL  \tt  far>,  "the  laifltotd  commotilr  ^aju  thi'  taiM  and  n-)iiiira  lh« 
tMiUdlfiflB,  aiid  tho  tvnaiil  pifiTiili*^  <;anlt',  iiiif>l<'ni<:nr«.  and  nvd."    ill.  131. > 

t  iH>t4f*  mr  rJif^Humit  Potiii-jit,  niiit>  (.xsnit  Ue  U  Cunditjoa  tint  Cultiva* 
tenta  en  Tomwic. 
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subject  of  a  contntct,  to  deiiuu  ciTtain  uerviws  antJ  certi 
occaj^ionnl  jmjnieiits  to  \rliirli  t!ie  imtlaycr  bimU  htiiidclf;! 
nevertheless  the  differences  in  the  obli^^tioDB  of  one  siici 
ewitract  and  another  are  iiiwniBiderable;  usage  gtiverns  alike 
all  these  eng^a^cmcnte,  and  6upplie«  the  stipnlatioiis  which 
have  not  been  expres^d :  and  tlte  Iaii<Uiird  wtiu  attemjited 
to  depart  from  usuj^e,  who  exacted  more  tlian  liiu  iieig)ibour,< 
■who  took  for  tiie  basis  of  tlie  agreement  anything  but  thfl] 
eipial  division  of  the  erop£,  %vould  render  hini^lf  bo  odioii:-, 
he  would  be  so  sure  of  not  obtaiiung  a  metayor  who  was  atij 
hone-st  man,  that  tlie  tioiitraet  of  all  the  metayers  may  baij 
eoiitiidcrcd  a&  identical,  at  leust  in  each  proviucu,  and  nevt 
gives  rise  to  any  competition  among  peiutantB  in  search  of| 
eniployniciit,  or  any  ofl'er  to  cultivate  the  soil  on  clieaperj 
terms  tliuu  one  another."     To  tlie  same  etFect  Cliateau-f 
vienx,*  speaking  of  the  metayers  of  Piedmont.     "  Thej 
eonudcr  it,"  (the  farm)  "as  a  patrimony,  and  never  think 
of  renewing  the  lease,  but  go  un  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, on  the  siinie  terms,  without  writings  or  registries. "f 


g  2.  When  the  partition  of  tlio  produce  is  a  matter  of, 
fixed  usage,  not  of  varying  convention,  political  ecwnonii 
ha^  no  laws  of  distribuliun  to  investigate.  It  lias  only  td\ 
eonsider.  as  in  the  case  of  peasfvnt  pro] 'rietors,  the  effects  of 
tlie  system,  first,  on  the  condition  of  the  peasantry,  morally 
and  physically,  and  secondly,  on  the  etficicncy  of  the  labonr.^ 
In  both  these  particulars  the  metayer  system  has  tlie-eharac- 


*  LttUr*  from  Italy.     I  i)uau<  from  Dr.  RIgby's  tmtHbtinii  (fii,  22.) 
f  This  virtuftl  fiiilY  nf  U-iiaiv  in  not  bcmoTpr  univvml  evcii  in  XuXf,  ind  It 
is  to  iu  iiti«fiici<' tliBt  i^isrDondi  sllribtitefl  ibc  inferior  coniUtiou  nf  llic  in«uivr 
in  iwme  prnvince*  of  Nni>1{>i),  in  Liiom,  stiiA  in  the  Rlviora  nf  Gimkmi;   trht-re  tliSij 
ianiHonis  ulituin  a  Inr^.r  (thniiph  sitill  &  fiiH)  fihare  of  thr  r>'*>ihii'>e.     In  tboM^ 
oouctriM  Uk-  culii^aliwn  is  K])t«Di)id,  Iml  the  p«>p!p  wretcht'tlly  [jiiop, 
ami*  nii^fortunc  wotiM  T>r<ibtt^>lr  hnvv  befallen  the  people  of  TuscAtiy  if  putJIej 
opinion  did  not  protect  Uie  cultivator;  but  t  pro]>riclor  would  not  lUre  to  itnpoN 
ctuitlitiona  unusual  in  tlie  vouutrr,  anil  even  in  vhnii^n^  one  mctoftT  fur  UKd 
other,  he  Blton  ootlMng  in  the  tcrau  ol'  tb«  imgagVowniL"  [iVviit-niiu  PnKciyi*t\ 
tiv.  HI  ch.  5.] 
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t^.•^i^tk■  adraitta<^e8  of  pcosftiit  properties,  bnt  liad  tliem  iu  a 
lew  dcgr-fc.  The  metayer  lias  less  motive  to  exorlioii  than 
tlie  peattnnt  proprietor,  ainc-o  only  hall'  the  I'niits  of  hie  in- 
dustry, instead  of  the  wln.dc,  ftr<?  his  own.  Bvit  he  has  a 
iniKrl)  stronger  motive  than  a  day  labourer,  wlio  has  no 
other  interest  in  the  result  than  not  to  be  difiniis&ed.  If 
tlie  metayer  eannot  he  turned  out  except  for  some  violation 
of  his  contriict,  lie  lias  a  stronger  motive  to  exertion  than 
any  tenant-farmer  who  liaa  not  a  lease.  The  metayer  is  at 
lea^t  Ilia  landlord'^  ]>nrtncr,  and  a  Iialf-t^harer  in  their  jfiint 
gains.  Where,  too,  the  pernmucnec  ot'  h'vi  tenure  is  guaran- 
teed hy  eustorii,  he  acipiire»  local  attachments,  and  mneh  of 
the  feolinjj:^  of  a  proprietor.  I  am  &uppoj>ing  that  this  half 
proda<'e  ir  sntficicnt  to  yield  him  a  comfortable  support. 
Whether  it  i?*  so,  depends  (in  any  piven  slate  of  agriculture) 
on  the  degree  of  subdivision  of  llio  land;  whieh  depends 
on  the  ojjeration  of  the  {topnUtion  prineiple.  A  mulli- 
plieation  of  people,  beyond  Uio  number  that  ejui  be  pro|)erly 
aupported  im  tlio  land  or  taken  off  by  manufactured,  is  inei- 
dent  even  to  a  ]>ea.eant  proprietary,  and  of  eonrse  not  le** 
but  rather  more  incident  to  a  metayer  population.  The 
tendency,  however,  which  we  noticed  in  Uie  proprietary 
f^yslem,  to  pn)mote  prudence  on  this  ]>oint,  is  in  no  Muall 
d^^fee  common  to  it  wiili  the  metayer  system.  There, 
also,  it  is  a  matter  of  easy  and  exact  caleulation  whether  a 
family  can  be  supportwl  or  not.  If  it  is  easy  to  see  whether 
tlio  owner  of  the  wliole  produce  can  increase  the  production 
ao  as  to  maintain  a  greater  nnmbcr  of  persons  equally  well, 
it  is  a  not  less  simple  problem  whether  tlie  owner  of  half 
tho  produce  can  do  so.*    There  ia  one  check  which  tliis 


*  M.  BmUmI  ilUniin  llml  en-n  in  Fnmce,  inoontiwUililT  the  1«Mt  ftt?ouni(il« 
cxunple  of  the  ru<.'Uvi!!r  xyiiU'iii,  iU  eirt>cl  in  rvpreaiDg  population  it  mm^pkuuits. 

"I'n  f«it  liipn  i-nnFbitv,  c'c«t  tjao  U  tcndanrc  k  one  nmlliplicHtion  d^-wr- 
(kmti^v  fK  nnuiifMlc  |irinc-i(iiiii-irK-nt  mi  rvin  iW  cciia  i-Ikuw  frinMiiim-o  qiti  vit  lie 
tttlntrns.  Oue  jirvrnjAntv  qiii  rctanlr  I«h  mnritijiRt  a.  AUr  olle  jh^u  d'tmpirt!, 
pwov  (jtic  1m  maux  qui  rmiltviit  do  rt>scC-4  de  coacurrcoo)  u  lui  appartMwut 
qu*  trtfreooftMtokCQt,  ft  (lam  un  lofouin  va  nppareuiw  pvu  redouliUblA.    CoS; 
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BTRtcm  seems  tu  offer,  over  and  above  those  held  out  v 
by  the  pmpriutary  Byek'tn  ;    there  is  a  laiullonlf  who  luayJ 
exert  a  eoiitrolling  fwwer,  by  refusing  his  consent  to  a  buI 
division.     I   rlo  not,  Iiowever,  attach  p-eat  importance  U 
thia  check,  because  the  farm  uiny  be  loaded  with  suiN-r- 
diimig  hands  witliotit  heiuj^  Biibiltvided  ;   and  l>ec-aiii«^  w\ 
long  as  tiio  incivaae  of  liands  inercases  the  gross  product 
whiL-li  is  almoi^t  always  the  case,  the  landlord,  who  reeeivt 
half  the  produce,  U  an  immediate  gainer,  the  incouveuieuca^ 
fallin*?  onlv  ou  tlie  laboui'ura.    The  landlord  is  no  doubt 
liable  in  the  end  to   snffer  from  their  poverty,  by  being 
fon-cd  to  make  advamre*  to  tliein,  especially  in  bad  84*a6on*; 
and  a  foresight  of  thU  ultimate  inconvenieuce  may  opera 
beneficially  on  such  landlords  ns  prefer  futnre  gecurity 
present  profit. 

The  charaet eristic  disadvanta<re  of  the  metAycr  systet 
is  very  fairly  stated  by  Adam  Smith.     AOer  ixdntJng  (tul 
that  metayer*  "  have  a  plain  interest  that  the  whole  prod- 
uce should  be  as  great  a*  j»os!*ibhi,  in  order  that  their  owuj 
prriporli.in  may  be  $»i,"  he  continues,*  "  it  could  neverJ 
however,  be  the  intercftt  of  this  Rptvae*  of  cnltivatom  to  lay 
ont,  in  tlic  fiiithei*  impTOvemeiit  of  the  land,  any  jmrt  of  the 
Hltle  stock  which  tliey  might  save  from  their  own  eliaro  ofl 
the  prodncL',  because  tlie  lord,  wlio  laid  ont  uotliing,  was  toi 
get  one  half  ol  whafever  it  product-d.     The  lithe,  whicii  i«l 
but  a  tenth  of  the  produce,  is  found  t4i  be  a  vury  gren 
hindrance    to    improvement     A    tax,    therefore,    whit 

dune  In  cin-onBtmut,'  la  iihis  JWrwi-able  ptiur  un  pan  tVi-irv  onmnW  rtp  noioit 
^  rsv'urc  II'  lularuiL  [Him  Vs  \fre  Oc  mtUirira,  lea  tniiriii^i-s  «nnl  tluWmimii 
princiftalQinait  par  lea  hiwntu  do  Ik  i>ultorc;  iln  Be  raulti|iliciil  i|uaml,  pu' 
qucliuc  circoDiUiuiee,  leu  m6taiHc5  offivnt  dvs  videa  nuinihkn  bux  tmTaiin :  iU  m 
nlentiMcnt  ijuond  Im  plncc:)  mm  r^mplirs.  In,  mi  eUU  du  dtotea  fncili'  i  ran- 
ftBt*r,  savoir,  la  ni|>p')rt  miTv  I'vii'iitlMi'  du  doiiiuiiicvt  lu  uuinl>raUi«  liraii,op6r» 
vCMBioe  Ib  pr^vo^ntiet.'  vi  ploM  fAremfrtji  <4uVllc.  \a*sx  voyon.4-n<>n'«  ()tic  ni  auciuie 
^CRCOTutancc  iilntprvirnt  pour  ouvrir  ilcs  dL-ljciuriipe  A  nnv  pnpiilalinn  samiitntr^ 
elle  ilpinMin"  •tniionnniif.  Vn*  (Ipparlrtiwotn  m6riiliiiituux  i-n  unol 
Fiive." — CtiiuiidvraciouB  lur  U>  UAuyaj^e,  Journal  diM  Kemiumi»trK  Un  VAmt 
try  1646. 

•  Vi«Uik  "/  .Vnlifviui.  hook  Ul.  cb»^.  8. 
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Rtnounted  to  one  half,  iiinst  luive  beon  an  effectual  bar  to 
it.  It  niigbt  be  the  interest  uf  a  metftrer  to  make  the  land 
pnxliu-e  us  iini(;h  a.s  ntiili)  Ih;  hr(>ii|r]it  out  of  it  by  itn-iuis  nt* 
the  etock  furnii^liud  by  the  piKprietor ;  but  it  could  never 
l>G  his  interest  to  mix  any  }tart  of  his  own  with  it.  In 
Franco,  whcrt-  five  parts  out  of  six  of  the  wh<'Ic  kingdom 
are  said  to  l)e  8titl  oecnpiwl  by  this  specieB  of  enllivatorft, 
the  pi-oprietors  eouipluin  that  their  mctayenj  take  every 
opportunity  of  employ  in;<^  the  inaster's  cattle  rather  in  ear- 
ria^  tlian  in  cultivation ;  bei'ausc  in  the  one  case  they  get 
tlic  nlit^lc  prutitti  to  theni^-lvus,  in  tlie  other  tJiey  share 
them  with  their  landlord." 

It  is  indeed  ini]»lif(J  in  the  ven-  nalnrt;  of  tin?  tiMiiirc,  that 
all  iniprovcmeiita  which  rc<]uiiv  I'XjK'udilurc  of  capital,  nnl^t 
be  made  witli  the  ea]>ital  of  the  landlord.  This,  however,  is 
essentially  the  case  even  in  England,  whcn<.*vcr  the  farinere 
art'  tcuants-at-will :  or  (if  Arthur  Yonn*;  is  right)  even  on  a 
"nine  yenrs  lease."  If  the  landlord'  ie  witling  to  provide 
capital  for  iinpnivcniciits,  the  incr.iypr  has  the  slrongpiit 
interest  in  promoting  them,  since  half  the  benefit  of  ihcrn 
will  accrue  to  himself.  As  however  the  jK-riictnity  of  tenure 
wliieh,  in  the  eafle  we  are  discussing,  be  enjovB  by  custom, 
renders  hir*  <r()ii*ent  a  nciH-iwani'  cnudition ;  the  spirit  of 
routine,  and  dislike  of  innovation,  cliaract eristic  of  an  ajrii- 
cnitnral  i>cople  when  not  corrected  by  education,  are  no 
donbt,)i»theadv(K:iitCj(of  the  tiy^tcm  Kecni  to  admit,  a  senous 
hindrance  to  improvement. 

S  3.  The  metayer  OTstem  has  met  with  no  mercy  from 
£ng]it?h  authoritii'B.  ''Tlicr*-  i^  nut  une  wcntl  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  the  pnictiec,"  says  Aithur  Younj^,*"antI  a  tliou- 
sand  arjnnnentrt  that  mi^'ht  bo  used  a^^ainsT  it.  Tlie  hard 
plea  of  necessity  can  alone  bo  nrjured  in  its  favoftr ;  tin 
poverty  of  the  farmers  being  so  jn-eat,  that  the  landlord  nniat 
stock  the  farm,  or  it  ci.uld  not  be  Rtwkcd  nt  all :  this  is  a 
most  cruel  burthen  to  a  proprietor,  who  is  thus  obliged  tu 
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rnn  much  of  tlic  liiizartl  of  farmiiu^  iu  the  most  dangcmnst 
all  iiiotliods,  tliat  of  trusting  liU  property  abgoliiicly  iu  thi 
liandH  of  people  who  are  generally  i^orant,  many  cai 
less,  and  &oirio  nndotibtedly  wicked.     ...     In  tliifi  tnost^ 
iitiAcriililcof  all  tl)cniode8<>f  letting  land,  the  defmvidcd  hin<l>] 
lord  receives  a  contemptible  rent;   tlio  farmer  is  in  the] 
lowest  state  of  poverty ;  the  land  is  miporably  eiiltivated 
and  the  iiatiuu  sijflVi-j>  iis  severely  as  the  parlicB  tlieuiselvi^ 
.     .     .     Wherever*  this  systera  prernilSf  it  may  be  take 
for  granted  that  a  u»eleiis  and  tuifierahle  ]>opnlation  ifi  fonnd.1 
.     .     .     "Wherever  the  country  (that  I  eaw)  is  por>r  andl 
nnwatered,in  the  Milanese,  it  is  in  the  hands  of  mctayere:*] 
they  arc  almost  always  in  debt  to  thuir  landlord  tor  &eed  or 
food,  and  "their  condition  is  more  wretc)ied  than  that  of  a 
day  labourer.     .     .     .     Tlieret  arc  but  few  districts" (in 
Italy)  •'  where  lands  arc  let  to  tlie  occnpying  tenant  nt 
money-rent ;    but  wherever  it  h   foinid,  their   ci-ops   arel 
{^n-atcr;   a  clear  proof  of  the  unbecility  of  the  luclayiBgj 
system."     "Wlierever  it"  (the  metnycr  system)  **ha8  b( 
adoptedj"  Bays  Mr.  M'CiiIloch4  "'t  ^^^  p"t  a  stop  to 
improvement,  and  has  rethiced  the  cuUivaton»  to  tlie  most 
abject  poverty."    Jlr.  Joncf-g  sliares  the  common  opinion,j 
and  quotes  Turcot  and  Destutt-Traey  in  support  of  it.    Tlu 
impression,  however,  uf  all  these  writers  (notwilhstandii 
Arthur  Youtif^'s  occasional  references  to  Italy)  secras  to  ba< 
chiefly  derived  fnTii  France,  and  France  before  the  Revolu- 
tion. I     Now  the  situation  of  French  metayeiv  under  the  oU 
regime  by  no  means  represents  the  typical  form  of  tlie  Qi 
tract    It  is  essential  to  that  form,  that  the  proprietor  ]>ay« 


•  Trmttt,  Tot.  ii.  ISl— S.  i  Ihiii.  li,  217. 

}   jPriiiclftlfM  o/  PiiUlieal  Eeotmini/,  ItM  ttL  p.  4"1. 

g  /^wfi  on  ttie  lyiMrihttioH  of  U'cn/fA,  pp.  J  1)2 — 1. 

I  M.  dp  Tntcy  U  imrtinlW  ui  vxrc]tlinn.  iitit-iRiiirli  a»  liiit  rx|if>neiic«  resdtca^ 
\omvT  down  ifaim  the  rovoliiUomry  i»ori(Mi :  tiul  he  admita  (aa  Mr.  JonM  has  Wa- 
wlfiiuilfd  in  BiiuflKT  plnwl  thiit  he  U  ncquiinuil  only  with  ii  limiud  dtetrict,  fX^ 
yirvnX  mibiltt Kixn  nnd  unlVrtilu  wiil. 

M.  PA."/iy!)>  nr  ti[iitiiiin,  tlmt  m  Vrvnc\\  pc^ntitrr  muit  bi?  in  iniiigimce  and  tl 
muDlrr  bodlr  cultlvuted  v^ii  a  im'Uyer  bjaU-hi,  beiuutu  Uie  iiniiKirtliin  uf  tt 
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all  tlie  taxeti.  But  in  France  the  exemption  of  the  noblesse 
from  direct  taxation  had  led  the  Qovi^mmefit  to  throw  the 
wJiole  burthen  of  tbcir  ovcrinr reusing  fiscal  exactiuns  upon 
(he  (Hjpupiuns :  ai»i  it  is  to  tiicso  uxuctioiis  tliat  Turgut 
itsL-ribcd  the  extreme  wretchedness  of  the  metayers:  a 
wret<?))ednetjti  in  some  cases  ho  uxceasive,  tliat  in  LimotiHin 
and  An^oumoiit  (tlie  pruviucce  whicli  he  adminiittcred)  they 
had  seldom  more,  accordinjaf  to  him,  after  deducting  all  bur- 
thens, than  from  twenty -five  tu  thirty  livrcs  (20  to  24  6hU- 
lingtf)  per  iieml  lor  their  whole  annual  eonsnmption  :  "  je  ue 
dts  pas  en  argent,  mais  en  comptant  tout  ce  tiniU  conwim- 
inent  en  nature  snr  ce  qu'iU  ont  recolte.  **  *  When  we  add 
that  they  ha<i  not  the  virtual  fixity  of  tenure  of  the  metayers 
of  Itftly,  (*' in  Linumsin," savft  Arthur  Yoiiiig,f  "*  tlie metayers 
arc  considered  as  little  better  than  menial  servants,  remova- 
ble at  plcasnr.',  and  obliged  to  conform  in  all  tlnn<:«  to  the 
will  of  rhe  landioriiij,")  it  is  evident  that  their  casu  atiurda 
no  argnment  against  the  metayer  system  in  its  better  form. 
A  population  wlio  coii'd  call  notliing  their  o^Yn,  who,  like 
the  Irish  cuttiers,  eijuld  nut  iu  any  cnntingeney  be  worse  off, 
liod  nothing  to  restrain  them  from  multiplying,  and  «nbdi- 
vidtng  the  land,  until  !*topped  ity  actual  starvation. 

We  shall  tiiid  a  very  different  picture,  by  the  most  accu- 
rate authorities,  of  the  metayer  cultivation  of  Italy.     In  thu 


prurluco  vloimablc  tiy  the  laadlord  U  too  bi|ti) ;  U  bein)[  only  in  tuore  ftroanible 
diiiiAlos  thiU  uiy  lunil,  ijol  of  Ibe  njost  cxtitwrant  rriiiliiy,  i-nii  pay  half  iU  groM  | 
prodnre  in  renL,  ami  Wve  vnuugb  Ui  (M^oMiit  rnntiL-r-*  u*  rnablr  Ihcm  to  grov 
succt^Mfully  ititt  mare  exfirnNiVc  aiid  rftlualilp  [iiuiliirta  nf  a^riniUiire.  {St/*- 
ttmt*  ds  Culluff,  p.  3.1.]  Thi<i  i^  an  ot^fivtkin  only  lo  a  pArtintbr  num«ric*l 
prnponion,  which  H  ln<lt-o<1  the  commoo  ono,  but  in  not  eiwonUal  to  Ih*  smcm. 

'  Sou  ihv  "Mirooirtt  ntr  la  i^urchargc  daa  iBipositiona  (lu'cprouvait  la  <icn4- 
rnltitS  de  Lltnojres,  iitldresti  au  C'unwil  d'Eut  on  nm,"  pp.  "iM^ — '^tH  of  itw 
fourth  rn)ura'>  of  TtiririilV  Workii.  The  ni?ra.ainiuil  cngagemtaita  nf  LuKllnrds  (u 
mentionnl  hy  Arthur  Vuviiijr)  la  pay  a  [nrl  of  tim  taxe.^  w«rc  acvonltit^'  In  Tiir- 
gut,  of  rvccnt  origin,  unilvr  llw  wiii|ml!dnn  of  ■ctual  necvnity.  "  I.p  imiprio- 
tairfi  uft  II*)' p^^te  (|U*«utant  i(u'il  d^  prut  trativrr  di!  m/^tayrr  nulrtiRK-iil ;  Ainai, 
mhae  daiin  iro  c*a-1&,  lo  meujcr  est  toujoun  riduit  k  c«  qn'il  f4Ul  pr4cb4tt)«nt 
poor  M  pw  mnurir  dc  fwni.    (p.  i'ri.) 

t  Vol.  I.  p.  404. 
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fiffit  place,  as  to  sulidivigion.     In  Lomlmrdy,  acconling  tu. 
Ohateiiuvieiix,*  lhi;i*c  are  lew  furoife  which  exceed  sixty  acre«, 
and  few  wliich  liavo  h^sd  thnn  ten.     These  larnis  urn  uU, 
occupied  by  iiieliiyers  at  hah*  proHt.     Tlioj  invariably  dii-J 
play  •*  an  extent  +  uiid  a  rieiiuess  iu  hdiidinp*  rarely  kTiowii I 
in  any  otlier  cunutry  in  Kimtpe."    Their  plan  ^'atfurda  llie 
greatest  room  with  the  least  extent  of  building;  ia  btwt 
adai>ted  to  arrange  and  M^ure  the  crop ;  and  i»,  at  the  witnd, 
time,  tlic  most  ceouomlcal,  and  the  leabl  exposed  to  aceidenlaj 
by  fire,"    The  court-yard  "exhibits  a  whole  so  regular  and 
comnindiou^,  and  a  HVritcin  <it'  such  rare  ami  giKHl  order,  tlialj 
our  dirty  and  ill-arranged  farms  can  cottvcy  no  adex}nate 
idea  (if.  "     The  Karnu  <]ewn*ii>tioii  applit-s  to  PiedmonL     The^ 
rotation  of  crops  ie  excelJent.     "  1  should  think  $  no  euimtry 
can  bring  so  large  a  portion  of  Its  prodnce  to  market  u 
Piedmont.'*    Though  the  soil  is  not  naturally  very  fertile, 
"the  number  of  cities  is  prodigionsly  great.''    Tiie  ftgri-, 
cnltnre  must,  therefore,  he  eminently  favonrable  to  the  net! 
as  well  as  to  the  gniss  proilncc  of  the  hind.     "  Ka<Th  plough 

workd  thirty -two  acres  in  the  season Nothing  can  be 

more  perfect  or  neater  than  the  hoeing  and  moulding  up  thttj 
maize,  when  iu  full  growth,  bv  a  i^ingle  ]>lougli,  witli  a  pair 
'jf  oxeuj  without  injury  to  a  single  plant,  while  nil  the  weetli  i 
are  effectually  destroyed."     So  much  for  agricultural  skill. 
"  Nothing  enn  be  so  excellent  as  the  crop  whltiii  precedes^ 
and  that  which  fullMWi?  it."    Tlie  wheat  "ie  thrashixl  by  a 
cylinder,  tirawn  by  a  IiorKc,  and  guidc^l  by  a  boy,  wlnlc  the 
labourcre  turn  over  the  straw  with  forks.    This  process  lasta 
nearly  a  fortnight;  it  ik  quick  and  economical,  and  i^im 

pletely  gels  out  the  grain In  no  part  of  tlie  world 

are  the  economy  and  the  management  of  the  lantl  betterj 
nnderstood  than  iu  Pidltnont,  and  thi:^  explains  the  phe*' 
nomenon  of  its  givat  population,  and  immense  exjwrt  of 
provisions."     All  this  under  metayer  cultivation. 

Of  the  valley  of  the  Amo,  iu  its  whole  extent,  boti 

•  Zttlerf/nm  tttdy,  trutalatcd  hr  nitrhf.  p.  Ifl. 
f  Ibid.  pp.  19,  SO.  \  Ibid.  pp.  si-ai. 
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above  aiid  below  Florence,  tlie  same  writer  thua  ppt-aJtB;* — 
"  Forests  of  olive-trees  corcrwl  the  lower  pnrtd  of  the  moun- 
taiiiH,  and  by  their  foliage  conL-ealed  an  infinite  uuinber  of 
frUiall  tariUB,  wliirli  peoplt'd  tltetut  jmrta  of  ihu  niouiituins; 
cbeetnut-trees  rui^id  tht-ir  heads  on  the  higlier  slopes,  tlieir 
healthy  verdnro  contraHtin^  with  the  pale  tint  of  the  olive- 
trees,  and  spreading  a  brightness  over  this  aniphitheatre. 
The  road  wiw  bordered  on  eacli  wide  with  village-honses,  not 

more  than  a  hundred  i>acc6  from  each  other Thcjr 

are  placed  at  a  little  distance  from  the  road,  and  separated 
froro  it  by  a  wall,  and  a  terrace  of  some  feet  in  extent.  On 
the  wall  are  coiniiiouly  |)lHccd  many  vases  of  antique  forma, 
in  which  (lowitrf»,  aloes,  and  younf;  orange-tretfs  are  growing. 

TJio  house  itself  is  completely  covm-cd  with  viuea 

Before  tliese  liouflea  we  saw  ^oups  of  peasant  females 
dressed  in  white  linen,  Rilk  corsets,  and  straw-hats  orna- 
mented with  flowers These  houses  being  so  near 

each  other,  it  is  evident  that  the  land  anuexetl  to  them 
mnst  be  small,  and  th:it  property,  in  these  valleys,  must  be 
very  mnch  divided  ;  the  extent  i»f  tlieso  domains  Wing  from 
three  to  ten  ac.n^si.  The  land  lies  round  the  honscs,  and  is 
divided  into  fields  by  small  canals,  or  rows  of  tn^es,  some 
of  which  are  mulbcrry-treus,  but  the  greatest  number 
poplars,  the  leaves  of  which  arc  eaten  by  tlie  cattle.  Each 
tree  supports  a  vine.  ....  These  divisions,  arrayed  iti  ob- 
long squares,  are  large  enough  to  be  cultivated  by  a  plough 
without  wheels,  and  a  pair  of  osen.  There  is  a  pair  of  uxuit 
bclweea  ten  or  twelve  of  tlio  farmers;  llicy  employ  thcra 

Buooessivcly    in    the  oultivnti-iu   of    all    the   farms 

Almost  every  farm  inaiiiiaiufl  a  well-hioking  horse,  which 
goes  in  a  small  two  wheeled  cart,  neatly  made,  and  painted 
red ;  tliey  serve  fur  all  the  ])uriK)Bes  of  draught  for  the  farm, 
and  also  to  convey  tlie  fiirmer'**  daughters  to  mass  and  to 
balls.  Tims,  on  holidays,  hundreds  of  these  little  carts  are 
seen  flying  in  all  dire<-tioni*,  carrying  the  young  women, 
decorated  with  flowers  and  ribbotts.'^ 
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I  Tliis  is  not  a  picture  of  poverty  ;  and  so  far  as  agrici 

t  tare  is  concerned,  itcficetiialty  redeems  metayer  cultivatior 

^^p        as  exisliug  in  these  cotintrieBf  from  tlie  reproaches  of  Englii 
^^^         writers  ;  but  with  iv^peet  I«j  the  eoilditlou  of  thecliUivatuf 
Cliiiteanviuiix'8  tetsriiiiouy  i^,  in  Bome  poiutB,  not  80  favoi 
nlile.     "It  is*  neither  the  natural  fertility  of  the  w)il,  uor 
the  ahundanoe  wlndi  strikes  the  eyeol'  the  traveller,  \v]ii( 
constitute    ttie  welMieiiig    of    ita    inlmbituntjj.     It    la 
number  of  individuals  among  whom  the  total  prodace 
di\nded,  which  fixes  the  portion   that  each   is  enabled  uT 
enjoy.     Here  it  is  very  small.     I  have  tliua  far,  indeed, 
exhibited  a  delightful  country,  well  watered,  fertile,  and 
euvcred  with  a  perpetual   vegetation ;    1   have    gliowii   it 
divided  into  countless  inclosures,  which  like  so  many  bedsj 
in  a  j^anlen,  disjilay  a  thotisand   varying  pruduetious; 
have  shown,  that  to  all  these  ini-losures  arc  attached  wc 
built  hoascs,  clothed  with  vines,  and  decomted  with  flow* 
but,  on  entering  them,  wo  find  a  total  want  of  all  the  coi 
venieuces  of  life,  a  table  more  than  frugal,  and  a  general 
appearance  of  privation."     Is  not  Chateau vieux  here  un- 
coiiwnously  contrasting  the  condition  of  the  metayers  with 
that  of  the  farmers  of  other  countries,  when  tlio  proper 
8ta7idard  with  which  to  compare  it  is  that  of  the  agricultural 
day -labourers? 

Arthur  Young  8ay&,t  "  I  was  assured  tliat  those  mi 
vers  are  (especially  nt-ar  Florence)  much  at  their  case  ;  ths 
on    holiday's  they  arc   dressed   remarkably   well,  and 
wiihdut  objeela  of  Inxury,  as  silver,  gold,  and  silk  ;  and  live 
WL'll,   on   plenty   of  bread,  wine,  and    legumes.     In   some 
instances  this  may  possibly  be  ttie  case,  but  the  gencra^^ 
fact  is  contrary.      It  is  absurd  to  Ihluk  that  nietayera,  npol^H 
siu^h  a  farm  as  is  cultivat*^  by  a  pair  of  oxen,  can  live  at      * 
tlieir  vtisi- ;  and  a  clear  proof  of  their  poverty  is  this,  thafij 
the   landlord,  who   provides  lialf  the   live   stock,  is   of 
obliged  to  It^d  the  peasant  money  to  procure  his 
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The  metayers,  not  in  the  vicinity  of  the  uity»  arc 

60  poor,  thiit  landlords  even  lend  them  t^rn  to  cat:  tJiuir 
food  is  hlai-k  hread,  niadt- uf  a  inixluru  witL  vetdiea;  and 
their  dnnk  h  very  little  wine,  mixed  with  water,  and  called 
aquar(tlU  /  meat  on  t^undays  only  ;  their  dreari  very  ordi- 
nary."  Mr.  Junes  admits  tho  eiipeiiur  cuiulbrt  of  ilie 
metayers  near  KKirwtife,  mid  attrihiittw  it  partly  to  straw- 
platting,  by  which  the  women  of  tho  peasantry  can  cam, 
according  tw  Chateauvieux,*  from  lilleen  to  twenty  ponce 
a-duy.  But  even  this  fiu-t  tells  in  favour  of  the  metayer 
Byutum ;  tor  in  those  purti^  of  Kngland  in  which  eitliur  straw- 
platting  or  lacc-making  is  carried  on  by  tho  women  and 
childruD  of  tlie  labouring  class,  as  in  Uodford^hirc  and 
Buekinghunislurc,  tUu  conditiuu  of  the  class  id  not  better, 
but  rather  worse  than  elsewhere,  the  wages  of  agricultural 
labour  being  depresi^ed  by  a  fntl  equivalent. 

In  spite  of  ( 'bateau  vicux's  statement  respecting  the 
poverty  of  the  motiiyers,  his  opinion,  in  respect  to  Italy  at 
least,  is  given  in  favour  of  the  system.  "  It  occupies  f  and 
constantly  interests  the  propriulors,  wbieli  is  never  the 
case  with  great  proprietors  who  Icaisc  tlielr  estatt-s  at  fixed 
rents.  It  cittablit^hcs  n  community  of  interests,  and  relations 
of  kindness  between  the  proprietors  and  the  metayers ;  a 
kindness  which  I  have  often  witnessed,  and  from  which 
result  great  ailvantagcit  in  tho  moral  condition  of  society. 
The  proprietor,  under  this  system,  always  intcrcste*!  in  the 
eucecss  of  the  crop,  never  refuses  to  make  an  advunce  upon 
it,  which  the  land  promisee  to  repay  with  interest.  It  is  by 
those  advani'fs,  and  hv  the  liope  thus  inspired,  that  the 
rich  pniprictitrs  of  laud  have  gnulually  perftjct^nl  the  whole 
rural  economy  of  Italy.  It  is  \o  them  that  it  owes  the  nu- 
merous systema  of  irrigation  whieb  water  its  soil,  as  also 
the  ci-tablishment  of  the  ternice  culture  on  the  hills; 
gradual  but  permanent  itnprovementic,  which  common 
peasants,  for  want  of  means,  could  never  havo  cifectcd,  and 
which  could  never  have  been  accomplished  by  the  farmers, 
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nor  by  tlio  great  proprictore  who  let  their  estalcB  at 
n;nt4,  bwuiisii  they  are  not  aiiftieiently  interestcil.     Tlins  ll 
interested  system  tonns  of  itself  that  alliance  between  tli 
rich  proprietor,  wliope  means  provide  for  the  iniprovemcTit  of 
the  culture,  and  the  metayer,  whose  care  and  labours  ttn:  di 
reetct!,  by  a  eoinnion  interest,  to  make  the  most  of  tb 
advani-es. " 

But  the  testimony  moet  favourable  to  the  system  is  lb 
of  Hismondi,  whieh  h&R  the  advantage  of  bein;;  bpeeific,  a 
from  accurate  knowledge ;  hie  information  being  not  thai  of 
a  travcllt^r,  but  of  a  residuut  proi>rieIor,  intimately  aeqnaint 
wilh  rural  life.  ]Iis  Btatcnicnts  apply  to  Tuscany  generally,; 
and  more  particulary  to  the  Val  di  Nicrolc,  in  which  hi 
own  property  lay,  and  which  is  not  witlihi  the Bnppo^e*!  priv- 
ileged cuxile  immediately  round  Florence.  It  h  one  of  tlie 
diRtrictfi  in  which  the  nlze  of  famis  ttppeare  to  bo  tlie  small- 
est. Tiie  following;  is  his  description  of  the  dwellings  and 
mode  of  life  of  the  metayers  of  that  district.* 

"Cette  inaifion,  biltie  en  Iwnnes  mnraillcs  a  ebaiix  ct 
ciment,  a  toiijours  an  moin»  un  ^'tagc,  ijnchjuefoin  denx,  aa- 
dessns  dn  rez-de-ehanssee.     IvC  plus  souvent  on  trouvc  & 
rez-de-t'liaussee  la  cuisine,  uiie  utable  pour  deux  b^tes  a.  com 
ct  !e  luagaKin,  <\m  prcnd  son  nom,  tinaia.,  des  grandus  cuv 
{tint)  oii  Pen  fait  fermenter  le  vin,  sans  lo  souinettru  a 
presftoir:  c^est  la  encore  quo  le  mc^tayer  enferme  sous  cle  eee 
tonueaux,  son  hnile,  ct  son  h\(s.     Presque  toujours  il  poaeedi 
encore  «n  hangar  appny^  contrc  la  maiflon,  pnur  qn'il  pni 
y  travailUT  ii  couvert  a  raceonunoder  ees  oulils,  an  i\  hacli 
le  fourrage  pour  son  bC'tail.    An  premier  ct  an  second  ut 
soni  dcnx,  iTois,  et  Bouvtmt  quairo  chambpes  a  liL  .  . .  1* 
pins  spai'jense  et  Iil  micux  acrco  de  ces  ciiambres  wt  en 
general  destince  par  lcm^*tayei*,  pendant  les  mois  do  Mai  et' 
<le  Join,  a  rcduratlon  dea  vera  li  soie :  «lo  grand?  coffres  [wnr 
enferraer  les  habits  ct  le  bnge,  et  quelqucs  chaises  de  bois, 
8ont  lee  principanx  meublcs  de  eea  chambrea;  mais  nn 

*  From  hia  ^xth  CMay,  fon&erlT  referred  to. 
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nouvelle  upouse  y  api»orte  tonjuiips  sa  commode  de  bois  du 
noycT.  IjCs  lits  t^oni  siliis  j'idL'uiix,  sudb  tuur  de  lit;  miiis 
sur  clioeun^  outre  uii  boa  gardc-paille  rempU  dc  la  paille 
^lasliqiie  du  bti*  d»  Tiir<|uie,  (>n  volt  un  on  denx  niatelas  cu 
laiiiu,  uu,  cliez  Ics  plus  pauvrcs,  en  <'toupe,  utie  U>niie  cou- 
vcrlure  piquoe^  dos  drai>s  do  forte  tollc  de  chaiivru,  et  sur  le 
meilleni-  lit  Jc  la  fainillt',  iin  tupis  dc  boiipre  do  Koio  411*011 
etalc  le*  jours  du  Iclu.  II  n'y  a  du  elicminee  qua  la  cuisine ; 
daus  la  memo  piece  ou  trouve  toujoara  la  gi*aiide  tablo 
do  bois  06  dinii  hi  famille,  avee  sl-b  banca;  le  grand  crttFri!, 
qui  sort  en  meme  tomps  d'armoirc  |>our  couscrvcr  Ic  pain  et 
los  provitiionti,  et  de  putrin ;  uti  assortitnuiit  nsacz  i^oinplet  et 
fort  peu  coutoux  de  pots,  dc*  plats  et  d^abfeiettA.-;^  en  torre 
euite ;  uiie  ou  di!tix  luni[>es  de  lailun,  un  poids  u  la  rouiaine, 
et  au  mollis  deux  erudicd  on  cuivrc  range  jH^ur  piiii^er  et 
pour  conserver  I'eau.  T<jnt  le  lingo  et  tons  Ior  hablla  de 
travail  dcia  fauiillooiit  ete  tiles  jiarlesfcmmesde  la  inaibon. 
Ges  habits,  tant  pour  les  hommes  que  pour  les  femiues,  soul 
de  Tetoffe  qu'ils  noinracnt  mezza  laua  si  elle  est  epaissc,  mola 
&i  elle  06t  legcre.  La  trame  est  un  gros  lil  uu  de  nhauvre  ou 
d'elonpOf  le  reinplissi^e  est  de  Ininc  on  ile  coton;  elle  est 
teiutti  par  les  m(3uies  paysannes  qui  Tout  illee.  On  se 
figurcrait  diffieilement  coinbieii,  par  un  travail  a»sida,  les 
paysauncd  saveut  accuiuuler  et  dc  ttnlu  ut  de  nuzza  lana, 
Gombiou  de  draps  se  trouvcnt  au  de^iot  commun:  combicn 
cbaqiie  membre  de  la  funiille  a  do  eheiniiics,  de  vcstcs,  de 
paiititloiis,  de  jupons,  et  de  rubes.  Pour  le  faire  cumpi-endrc, 
nous  joignons  en  note  unu  partie  de  Vinventaire  dc  la  famille 
dc  paysau8  que  non?  connaiHsonA  le  niieux ;  ellc  n'eiit  ni 
parmi  les  plus  pauvres  ni  parmi  les  plus  riches,  et  elle  vit 
beureuse  par  son  travail  aur  la  moiti^  dee  recoltee  tie  moins 
de  dix  arpens  dc  terre.*    Cette  il*pousc  arait  en  50  tcus  de 


*  "  tovrnlsire  ilti  trotUMsu  Oc  Joaiinc,  Kile  dc  VnlcnU:  rRjHot,n  son  itmiage 
hvea  nioruM-liinu  t.ntuli,  \b  '29  AvHl  It^S.'),  h  TirU  Vcvcliiii,  pn)«  Pcitctft: 

*'  2S  diciuucs,  3  robeft  de  bourni  do  »o\e  ra  cotileur,  4  rotM.'*  tk*  flcurrt  do 
•aie  PD  cotikur,  1  robM  d'indlrDnc  oa  toile  dc  colon,  2  robes  do  ir&vail  dliirpr 
{mtua  iatia)  3  rr4>«i  et  joupoiu  de  travail  d'bii  {moia},  3  Jupvd  blaDcboa,  A  ta- 
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dot,  dont  2Ct  \myC-s  coinptaut,  et  Ic  reste  h  terme,  d  2  6cnt 
jmr  aitiice.      Uwn  du  Tuscane  vaut  6  francs.     La  dot  la  plui 
coininuiie  pour  let!  paysaniitis^  dans  le  rcsto  de  la  Toecanf 
oil  Icd  iiiutairics  Boot  plus  grandus,  est  do  \W)  ^cus,  600^ 
froncs. " 

Is  tliia  poverty,  or  consistent  with  poverty?     When  a 
common,  M.  de  Sismundi  even  says  //«!  (ommon,  marriaj 
|H(rtion  of  a  metayprVdaujjitteris24?.  Enjrlisli  money,  wjuiv- 
alcnt  to  at  least  50^.  in  Ita)y  and  in  t}mt  rank  of  life ;  vlien 
one  wliose  dowiy  is  only  lialf  that  amount^  has  the  ward- 
n)Iio  dpscrihod,  wlii<h  i*  represented  by  Sisniondi  us  a  fair 
average;  the  class  must  bo  fully  comparable,  in  gi-neral 
condition,  to  a  Inrpc  projiortion  even  of  trapitalist  fanocre  In 
other  countries;  and  ineompai-ably  above  (he  day-IabourerB 
of  any  country,  uxeepl  a  m-w  c-oloiiy,  or  the  United  States. 
Very  little  can  be  inferred,  against  fineh  evidenee,  from  a 
traveller'fl  iiupi-ession  of  the  poor  quality  of  their  food.     Its 
uncxi>ensive  eliaracter  nuiy  be  rather  the  cfteet  of  economy , 
than   of    nccesjiity.     Costly   feeding  ia  not    the   favourite] 
luxury  of  n  southern  people ;  their  diet   in   all  classes 
principally  vej^table,  and  no  peasantry  on  the  Continent  hi 
the  superstition  of  the  Englieh  labourer  respecting  white 
bread.     Ihit  tlie  nounidnnent  of  the  Tuscan  pea-fant,  accord* 
ing  tu  Sismoudi.  *'is  wholesome  and  viiriouti:  its  babis  la  at 
cxeclleut  wheaton  bread,  brown,  but  pure  from  bran  anc 
fr<jin  all  niixture.  "     **  Dans  la  manvaise  saisnn,  il  ne  fait  quo! 
deux  repas  par  jonr :  ^  dix  hcures  du  matiu  il  mange  sftj 


IiliHrs  (Ic  toilc  pviiiti".  1  tnlitiiT  d(*  Mili-  imir,  \  tablicr  dc  m^riDW  noir,  »  tablipn 
tie  travail  (uttJa)  co  cdulpur,  4   mouchoir*  blNncH,  8  iiiouutiuini  en  couleur, 
nioucboir*  do  m>«,  i  Toiled  brod^  et  1  voile  ile  tulle,  3  cKHuiu'-tuniiw,  14  |>ur 
de  hsks,  2  rhspcaui,  I'ud  df  frulre,  r»mre  de  pBiIU<  Gno :  'i  Mttniva  (Tor,  2  bouclM* 
d'oreilles  en  or,  ]  chapelct  arec  deax  pUftr«(  roinaiii(>fi,  I  i-ollicr  Ac  onnll  aTM 
nx  cmix  d'or.  ....  Toutc-M  liii  ■•|H>itWA  (Jux  ritjlK-K  ont  d(<  plut  la  rrKiriU 
Il  ^randi!  robo  dv  toilette,  de  mio,  qu'dlcn  uc  |)ort<>itt  i|ue  quntre  oti  doq  fo 
dans  leur  ■»[*. 

"  Le«  bommcs  ii'oot  point  dc  trouneitix :  Pepotix  en  »»  maiiunl  n'snlt  i 
14  chemise?,  ei  1*;  re.'fle  vn  pMipnriinn.     II  Wa  rncore  h  prisonl  qtw  1!J  [mires  dA 
dnpt,  taodia  que  daos  la  funitlc  de  sa  fenune  il  y  co  a  SO  pttreG." 
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pollentfl,  a  rentreo  dc  la  nin't  il  inaugc  la  soupc,  puis  da  pain 
avec  qiielqtic  ossaisoiiDcnient  {companatieo).  Kn  ctd  it  fait 
tmiH  repfu),  d  huit  henres,  li  une  lioure,  et  an  8oir,  mais  il 
D'aUiimo  dc  feu  qu^inc  seiilc  fuie  par  juur,  pour  t>uii  diner, 
qni  80  curnpoee  de  sijiipe,  i>uiB  d'un  plat  oa  dc  viandc  saluc 
ou  do  poissou  sec,  on  du  haricots,  ou  d'herbagcs,  qu'il  mange 
avec  dii  pain.  La  viaiide  ealee  n'entrc  que  pour  unc  quan- 
titc  bicii  luiainic  dans  cut  ordinaire,  car  il  iwtiiiic  que  ipiaraiito 
livrea  de  pore  sale  par  individu  guffisent  ampleincnt  u  ea 
provifiiim  dc  ranntti;  il  en  met  deux  fois  par  scntniuc  uii 
petit  morccnu  dans  doii  pi>tage.  Le  dimaiicliu  il  a  tuujuiin) 
snr  BA  table  nn  plat  dc  viandc  Irak-hc,  mais  uu  morccaa  qui 
ne  peae  qu'une  livix^  on  une  livre  ct  domie  auHit  ;\  toiito  la 
famille,  (piclquc  nombreuso  qu'elle  soit.  II  ne  fuut  point 
oublier  que  le  pay^an  ToKcan  n'^olte  en  jcthicral  dc  rhuilo 
d'olire  pour  son  usage:  il  s'en  sort,  nou  seulcnicnt  \*o\\t 
B''cchiirer.  mais  jtonr  assaisonner  tout  Us  vi^gutaux  qifil 
a]>prcte  pour  sa  table,  et  (|ni  dcvicnncnt  ainsi  bien  plus 
Sflvoureax  et  plus  nutritifs.  A  drjeuiiur  il  mange  du  pain,  ct 
qncl(|nefoi&  dn  froniage  et  dcs  fruits ;  a  souper,  du  pain  et  do 
la  salude.  Sa  boissou  eo  compose  du  viu  infi'ricur  du  pavs, 
et  de  la  vinclle  ou  piqnettc  faitc  d'eau  femientt'e  snr  le  marc 
du  raisin.  Il  resL-rvc  i^iKMidant  tonjours  (jucl<iuc  [H'u  dc  son 
meilleur  viu  pour  le  jour  oi  il  battra  son  prain,  ct  pour 
quolqutis  fiHes  qui  »c  cclcbrent  c:i  faniillc.  II  t'etinie  '\  dix 
bai'ilii  dc  vinellc  piu*  anncc  (environ  binquontc  buutcilles)  et  a 
cinq  8ac8  dc  froinent  (environ  millo  livrce  du  pain)  la  portion 
rcquise  pour  un  hounne  fait. 

The  remarks  of  Sismondi  on  the  moral  inflnonces  of  this 
state  of  society  are  not  Ift-s  wortliy  of  attention.  The  riglite 
and  obligations  of  tlio  metayer  being  fixed  by  nsage,  and  all 
taxcR  and  rates  lu-ing  paid  by  the  jiroprietor,  "  le  metayer  a 
Ie«  a^paatagea  de  la  propriete  sans  rincouvenient  dc  la  de- 
fendre.  C*e8t  au  proprietairc  qu'avec  la  terrc  appartient  la 
guerre :  pour  Ini  il  vit  en  jmix  avcc.  tons  8t«  voiains ;  il  n*a  a 
Icor  C'gard  aaeun  motif  dc  rivalitc*  ou  do  defiance ;  il  conserve 
la  bonne  harinonio  avec  eux,  comme  avec  son  maltre,  avec  le 
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Hsc  et  avec  TrglUe :  il  vend  pcn^  il  achutc  pen,  il  toudie  pen 
(I'argtMit,  uiais  pi-retnme  ne  lui  cji  dcinuuiie.     On  a  mjuvcuI 
parle  dti  caractc*rc  doux  et  bienveillaut  des  Tosctuia,  nini&  oi 
h'h  ]H)iiit  Busvz  reinanj^UL'  lu  eaobe  qui  a  lu  plus  couLritue 
prt^fi'vor  ccUu  douceur;  c'c^t  ccllc  qxii  a  soustrait  tous  U 
a^ricuUeurs,  forinant  plus  dee  ti^iia  quarts  de  la  popiilatiui 
a  jMX'sqiii!  toutc  occasion  dc  qucTclle.'*     The  fixity  of  tenure' 
wliicU  tliu  inetayor,  bo  long  as  he  fiilfila  his  kno\m  obliga-, 
iiona,  pog8es8(ia  by  u»a^,  though  not  by  law,  gives  him 
I(X:al  attachments,  and  almost  the  strong  sense  of  pci'&nni 
interest  characteristic  of  a  jiroprielor.     "  Lc  metayer  vit  sui 
sa  niutairie  coiniuo  sur  son  heritage,  raimant  d'atleetiui 
tiavaillnnt  a  la  bonifier  itans  eosso,  se  cnnfiant  dans  Tavenir, 
et  couiptjuit  Lien  que  fics  chaiiipi^  6*:ront  travaiUes  apn'rs  lui 
par  ses  cntans  et  lea  enians  de  ses  eufans.    Eu  effet,  lc  phis 
graixl  Hoiiibre  dca  nii'tayera  viveut  de  gent-ration  en  genei 
tion  ^iir  la  niOnie  tciTc;  ils  la  connaisscnt  en  detail  avee  nn0^ 
preei&iou  que  le  eentinient  aeul  de  la  proprit'te  peut  doancr. . . 
Lea  chanipg  eleves  en  terra»sea  lee  tins  an-dcssna  des  antres 
n'ont  souvent  pas  plus  do  quatre  picds  de  largenr,  uiais  il  u'y 
en  a  ]>as  un  dunt  It;  intUayt:r  Ji'uit  <'ludie  eu  quelqne  sorte  le 
caractere.     Cetui-ci  est  see,  celui-la  troid  et  humide ;  ici  la 
terre  est  protonilc,  la  co  n'est  qu'une  eroiite  qui  courre  h 
peine  lu  roc ;  lo  fi-oment  proepere  miuux  sur  I'un,  le  fieigla, 
ear  Tautro ;  ici  ec  somit  peine  perdue  de  eenier  du  hie  di 
Turquio,  aillcurs  la  tcrrc  bo  refuse  anx  fiives  et  nux  Inpins,' 
plus  loin  le  Hn  vieudra  d  merveille,  ct  le  bord  dc  eeruibciima, 
sera  propre  au  diauvre :  ainsi  Ton  apprend  dn  metayer,  art 
etonnement,  quo  dans  une  espace  de  dix  arpeus,  le  sol,  h 
aajHirts,  et  I'iiiclinaihon  du  terraiii,  prt'scntont  plus  de  variOt 
qu'un  riche  fermier  n'eu  sait  en  gt*m^'rat  dlstinguer  dans  un( 
fermo  de  cinq  t^ents  aores  d'efendue.     C*est  que  le  dernier 
ftent  qu'il  u'est  lu  qno  dc  passage,  que  de  plus  il  doit  so  cot 
duirc  par  des  ri^gles  generalcs,  et  negliger  lea  details.    Mais  U 
nu'tayer,  avec  Vcxpt-rienro  du  passe,  a  senti  son  intelligence 
eveilico  par  rintei-et  et  I'affection  pour  dcvcnir  le  nieilleui 
des  obscrvateurst  et  aveu  tout  Tavcuir  devant  lui,  il  nosoug^J 
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pas  a  lui  aeulcineiit,  inaia  k  scs  cufuim  ct  I'l  gus  pctilH  eufans, 
Aui^i  lortHju^U  plaritu  I'ulivicr,  &rbro  beculati'e,  ct  qu*il  uu-iiaga 
ftu  fond  du  creux  qiiMI  fuit  pour  lui  iin  c'coulement  nux  eaux 
q^ui  pourTaii!rit  lui  nuiru,  il  t-tudie  IouIl-b  It*  cout.-Ue»  du  terrain 
iju'il  fsl  appcle  li  dt't'oncer."* 

§  4.  I  do  not  ofl'cr  these  quotations  as  evidence  of  tho 
intjingic  exc(;Ilen(;e  of  the  inclaycr  svBtem  ;  but  they  surely 
sullice  to  pruve  that  neither  "  land  miserably  cultivatui  " 
nor  a  people  in  "  the  most  abject  jiovcrty,'*  have  any  ntx^cft* 
sary  connexion  witli  it,  and  that  tliu  unniejisurml  vitupera^ 
Him  lavished  upon  tlte  systeut  by  Knglii^h  wntcrfi,  ia 
grounded  on  an  exlruuicly  uamnv  view  of  ihu  eubjcct.  1 
look  upon  the  rural  ccduoniy  of  Italy  as  simply  ho  iiiuiih 
additional  evidence  in  favour  of  Ruiall  occupations  witJi 
[terinani-nt  tenure.  It  in  mi  e-xaniplo  oi'  what  can  be  accom- 
plished by  those  two  olementft,  even  under  the  disadvantage 
of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  inetayor  contract,  in  which  the 
motivcH  to  uxcrliou  on  the  part  of  the  tcniiiil  iirc  only  half 
as  strong  as  if  he  funned  the  hind  on  the  same  footing  of 
perpetuity  at  a  money-rent,  cilher  fixed,  or  varying  accord- 
ing to  some  nile  which  would  leave  to  tho  tenant  the  whole 
benefit  of  hiii  own  exertions.    Tlio  rnctJiver  tenure  is  not 


•  or  die  intclltgvncp  of  Uu>  inu>r»^liaf5  people.  M.  de  Sbnsoiidi  npFtift  in  tb« 
moM  raniumlilr  kTins.  Frw  of  tlKiii  wi  rtwl ;  btit  Ui«t«  U  often  unc  raembvr 
of  Uie  ikaiily  di-^tiiml  for  tlu;  priest  hiMul,  wtu)  reatla  Ut  lIu'Id  qu  winti^r  eTeoin^. 
Ttmr  lan^ago  ilifT'ni  liltlc  fnmi  Otf  piirost  lulimi.  Tlie  tii^tc  for  impmnsation 
In  vcne  U  gfiionil.  "  Ia^k  |>«Tftin»  du  taI  do  Kicri>1«  frvriuc-nlPitt  Ic  epcctaclo 
les  jonn  de  fbic,  en  M.  de  neuf  ik  otne  b«Q»f  du  unir :  !eur  ■ilmbwion  n«  leur 
ooQie  SQ^  qBC  cinq  i>obi  d4>  Kratm.  Alfieri  m  Icar  aiileiir  dt^  prMitcclIon; 
loutc  lliistoire  des  Alridta  r«t  fanifli^rc  &  res  hoauiieH  qui  ue  xarent  p.w  Ure,  et 
qui  voBt  denuuiilcr  A  rv  jm^U*  atixti'Tx-  gn  dcluKcuicnt  d<;  Icuiu  rudcs  traruix.*' 
TuUke  mort  rustics,  Uiejr  firul  tilttimirc  in  Un?  U-anly  <tf  iMr  cniinlnr,  "  DwM 
les  culUntM  du  Tal  d6  Nievolc  un  tniuve  di>viiiit  chaqiie  oiaiiinn,  I'airc  pniir  tintlre 
\e  tlu,  qui  A  rsninent  plus  do  vingt-cinq  &  tnuitc  taises  cturii^,  r'vM  le  plita 
Muvent  le  atuI  e^inre  do  nitrrAU  qu'im  D-neontrc  lUtis  UpuU;  U  itM^Uirie.  Kn 
nAnui  temps  c'eet  aue  lennmt'  qtii  iloniirto  les  plainer  et  U  rall^,  rt  d^oii  la  too 
M'iUaiA  rar  an  payi  mviswnt.  J're<<iqnc  janinl*  je  oe  m'y  Bub  orrftA  pour  Tad- 
mirer,  wns  tpic  le  m^tajrer  Hiil  vrm  jmiir  de  tnnti  adininitiiMi,  ct  mlndiiincr  du 
(lirigt  Id  twnut^*  qu'il  crofali  puuruir  la'avoii  icba(>(>6.'' 
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one  which  wo  should  he  anxinns   to  introilutp  where 
exigciu;i*'s  of  sWH-iet^'  liati  nut  naturally  given  birtli  to  it 
but  neitlicr  ought  we  to  be  eager  to  abolish  it  on  & 
d  priori  view  of  its  ili sad  vantages.     If  the  sjnsttim  in  Tii 
cany  works  as  well  in  practiee  as  it  is  representoU  to  d 
with  every  aj»pearance  of  minute  knowledge,  by  so  com 
tent  an  authority  as  Sismondi ;   if  the  mode  of  living  of  the 
pttiplf,  and  the  size  of  fanne,  have  for  ages  maintained  and 
Btill  maintain  themselves*  such  as  they  are  said  to  be  by 
hiiii,  it  were  to  be  regretted  that  a  state  of  rural  weJI-beinp 
RO  much  beyond  what  in  realised  in  most  European  eoun* 
tries,  slionld  be  put  to  hazard  by  an  attempt  to  tntroiluce, 
under  the  gui>*  of  agnniltural  imj>rovemcnt,  a  system  of 
nioney-reutd  and  cai>itaLi8t  farmers.     Kven  where  the  metay-^H 
ers  are  pm)r,  and  the  Bubdivi&ion  great,  it  is  not  to  beJ^H 
assumed  as  of  course,  that  the  change  would  he  for  the  bet- 
ter.    Tiie  enlargement  of  fanns  and  the  introduction  of 
what  are  calleil  agricultural  improvements,  usually  dimiolsh 
tlie  number  of  labourers  employed  on  the  land ;  and  nnlctia 
the  gi-owth  of  capital  in  ti-ade  and  manufactures  aflVirds  an 
opening  for  the  dit^plat'ed  population,  or  unless  there  are 
reelaimable  wastes  ou  which  they  can  be  located,  eoropeti- 
tion  will  80  rednce  wngcfi,  that  they  will  ]>robably  be  worse 
ofi'as  day-labourers  than  they  wure  as  molnyers. 

Mr.  Jones  very  properly  objects  against   the   Frcnc 
Econumists  of  the  last  century,  that  in  pursuing  their  fa- 
vourite object   of   introducing   money-rente,   they   turned 
Iheir  mindd  solely  to  putting  farmers  in  the  ]>lac6  of  metay 
ers,  instead  of  transforming  the  existing  metayers  into  far 

•  "  On  ne  volt  jainaiB,"  mts  Sismondi,  "  une  fwiiiUi*  de  miUTPrt  proponr  I 
Kon  maitrt*  ili*  piirUfrrr  m  ni^-l»iric,  k.  fnr>infi  que  Ip  travail  ne  KHt  r^Uemnil 
eit^»dni>iir  &  b«i  force?,  rt  «ia'elle  nc  Ktite  la  ccttitniip  i\r.  oonsenfer  tw  mime* 
Joaiiuwnw^  siir  uti  Ti)oin<lrt  ofpn«?  ik'  tomiin.  On  nr  TiHt  jamni»  dtiifl 
finnillD  plusicum  lila  w  irmrirr  en  tucitic  U'mpw,  ct  fortntT  ntilnnt  Av  m£iM|e 
Dowvcanj;  un  wnl  prcnrj  iinc  rcmmr  ct  w  clisr^  tW  wiiift  du  nx'ruifrc:  aacnnl 
d«  nm  friiv^  ne  tv<  luftrio.  k  mpitiK  t\\K  lui-tn^mo  ti'nlt  pu  d'cnfaiw.  nu  qu*1 
I'on  a'olTre  1  eet  ware  frtre  unc  courelte  m^ttdrle." — jVewwanx  PriiKtf^^ 
Uv.  til  ch.  li. 
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mere ;  which,  as  he  justly  remarks,  can  scarcelj  be  effected, 
unlei<«,  to  enable  the  metayers  to  8ave  ami  become  owners 
of  Btock,  tlie  jiroprictoTtt  snbniit  for  a  considerable  time  to  a 
diminution  of  income,  instead  of  expecting  an  increase  of  it, 
which  has  generally  been  their  iiiimediiite  niutive  for  mak- 
ing tlic  attempt.  If  this  tranefonnation  were  etfected,  and 
no  other  chantjc  made  in  tliR  metayer's  eonditiim  ;  if,  pre- 
serving all  tho  other  rights  which  linage  ensures  to  him,  he 
merely  got  rid  of  the  landlord's  claim  to  half  the  produce, 
paying  in  lieu  of  it  a  moderate  fixed  i^enl ;  he  would  be  so 
far  in  a  better  position  than  at  presenr,  as  the  whole,  in- 
atead  of  only  hidf  the  fruite  of  any  iniprovoinent  he  made, 
wonld  now  belong  to  himself;  but  even  so,  the  benefit 
■would  not  be  without  alloy  ;  for  a  metayer,  though  not 
himself  a  capitnlist.  has  a  capitalist  for  his  partner,  and  has 
the  use,  in  Italy  at  least,  of  a  considerable  capital,  aR  is 
])rove(l  by  the  excellence  of  the  farm  buildings :  and  it  in 
not  probable  that  the  landowners  would  any  longer  consent 
to  peiil  their  moveable  property  on  the  hazanlB  of  agricul- 
tnial  enterpriw:,  when  assured  of  a  fixed  money  income 
without  it.  Tfuis  would  the  question  stand,  even  if  the 
change  left  undisturbed  tlie  metayer's  virtual  tixily  of  ten- 
ure, and  fonvcrte<l  him.  tn  fact,  into  a  peasant  proprietor  at 
a  qnit  rent.  But  if  wc  suppose  him  convLTtcil  into  a  mere 
tenant,  displaeeable  at  the  landlord's  will,  and  liable  to 
have  his  rent  ruiiicd  by  competition  to  any  amount  which 
any  unfortunate  being  in  search  of  Bubeietence  can  he  found 
to  offer  or  promif«  for  it ;  he  would  lo^e  all  the  features  in 
his  condition  which  pre>terve  it  from  being  deterioriateil : 
he  would  he  cast  down  from  Imh  prcjient  position  of  a  kind 
of  half  proprietor  of  tlie  land,  and  would  sink  into  a  cottier 
tenant. 


k« 


CHAPTER  IX. 


OP  OOTTIERS. 


§  1.  By  tbe  ^ncral  appc>nati<m  uf  collier  tenure  I  shall 
designate  ull  cuscs  without  cxocptiun  in  which  the  labourer 
makes  his  contrnct  for  hind  withmit  the  intcrrt^ntioTi  of  a 
cajntoligt  farmer,  and  in  wliich  the  conditions  of  the  con- 
tract, CKpecially  the  amount  of  rent,  arc  detorminwl  not  \ty 
custom  Iiiit  by  eojn|telitioii.  Tim  i)riiieh»al  European 
example  of  tlda  tuiuire  h  Iruliuul,  and  it  ib  Irbm  that  coun- 
try tliiit  the  term  cottier  is  derived.*  Nearly  the  whole 
BgrieulCiiral  j>opulRtion  of  iivland  might  until  very  lately 
bare  been  said  to  he  eottier-teuants;  except  ^o  far  as  the 
Ulster  tenant-rij^ht  confttituted  an  exception.  There  was, 
indeed,  a  namerons  cla^s  of  lahourers  wlio  fwe  may  pre- 
sume ilircmgh  the  n,'fueal  eitlier  of  proprieturti  or  of  tenants 
in  pnggeBi^iun  to  ]>ernn't  any  further  8ulKlivii<ion)  had  been 
unable  to  obtain  even  the  smaHcst  patch  of  land  as  perma- 
nent tenants.  But,  fivim  the  deficieiiey  of  capital,  the  ens* 
torn  of  payinf^  wages  in  laud  was  so  universal,  tJiat  even 
tliose  who  worked  as  casual  labourers  for  the  cottisrs  or  for 
ftuch  larger  farmers  as  were  found  in  tlic  country',  were 
Tisually  paid  not  in  money,  but  by  permission  to  cultivate 
for  the  season  a  piece  of  ground,  which  was  generally 


*  Is  tU  original  accvpiaiion,  Hiv  ward  "  ooUi(>r^  deBi^uted  &  dam  of  snU- 
tenuita,  who  rent  «  coiUf^  ta^d  on  tcT«  or  two  of  land  Trom  the  bimII  tkrmtn. 
f        But  the  nage  of  writers  bu  Inn;;  VL-ati*  itrttcbcd  the  term  to  Include  thoM  Maall 
fonncrB  tbvmwlra,  ud  ffeacrollj-  nil  poiuuuit  fanncn  wbow  rcnta  ire  dcte^ 
loiaed  \>j  conipctltioD. 
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delivered  to  tlicm  hy  Uic  farincr  reudy  manured,  and  waa 
known  by  tlie  name  of  coiiaere.  Fur  this  they  agreed  to 
pay  a  nionej  rent,  ofYen  of  several  pjiinds  an  acre,  but  no 
money  actually  passed,  tlie  debt  being  worked  out  in 
labour^  at  a  money  valuation. 

The  produce,  on  the  cottier  syetfim,  bcin^r  divided  intr^ 
two  portions,  rent,  and  the  reinnueration  of  tlie  labourer; 
the  one  is  evidently  dt'terniiuetl  by  the  other,  llie  lal»ourer 
has  whatever  the  landlord  docs  not  take :  the  condition  of 
tl^e  labourer  dq>en(Js  on  the  ninonnt  of  rent.  But  rent, 
being  regulated  by  uonipttitiun,  de])ends  upon  the  relation 
between  the  demand  for  land,  and  the  supply  of  it.  Tlic 
demand  for  land  dupends  on  the  nnmber  of  eompetitora. 
and  the  vonipetitors  are  the  whole  rural  population.  Tlie 
eil'd'tf  tberefure,  of  this  tenure,  ie  to  brin^  the  {>rini-)}>le  of 
population  to  act  diitctly  ou  the  laudj  and  not,  as  in  Eng- 
land, on  ciipital,  Kent^  in  tliis  btate  of  things,  depends 
on  the  proportion  between  population  and  land.  As  the 
laiul  is  a  tixed  (juantity,  wldle  population  has  an  unlimited 
power  of  increase  ;  unle^g  something  checks  that  increaeo, 
the  eouipetition  for  laud  soon  forces  up  rent  to  tlic  highest^ 
point,  consistent  with  keeping  the  population  alive.  The 
effects,  tliereforc,  of  cottier  tenure  de|K'ud  ou  the  extent  to 
whitb  the  capacity  of  population  to  inerease  is  controlled, 
cither  by  custom,  by  individual  pnidenct%  tir  by  etarration 
and  diwase. 

It  would  bo  an  cxa^eration  to  afiinn,  tliat  cottier 
tenancy  is  absolutely  incompatible  witii  a  prosj>crou6  con- 
dition of  the  labouring  ela-ss.  If  we  could  suppose  it  to 
exist  among  a  people  to  whom  a  high  elundard  uf  comfort 
was  habitual ;  whoeo  rcqniremcnts  were  stich,  that  they 
would  not  ofl'er  a  higher  rent  for  land  than  would  leave 
tlieni  an  ample  snbsi.stence,  and  wLow;  moderate  iuereaso 
of  nnmbers  left  no  unemployed  [wpulation  to  force  np  rents 
by  competition,  save  wben  the  increasing  jirodnce  of  the 
land  from  increase  of  fikill  would  enable  a  higher  rent  to  be 
paid  without  inconvenience  ;  the  cultivating  cla^is  might  be 
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well  rcinmiemted,  mip:lit  Iiave  as  larjrc  a  simre  o( 
■essarit*  and  comtbrls  of  life,  on  this  s^stoiu  of  toauro 
on  any  other.    They  wonUI  not,  however,  while  tlieirrentj 
wure  arbitrary,  enjoy  any  of  tiic  peculiar  advantage!!  wliiith' 
metayers  on  the  Tuscan  system  derive  from  their  connexioa, 
with  tito  land.     They  wuuld  neither  bare  the  use  of  a  capi-^ 
tal  belonging  to  their  landhirde,  nor  would  the  want  of  this 
be  niiide  np  by  the  intense  motives  to  iMHlily  and  mentAl 
exertiDn  which  aet  upon  the  peasant  who  has  a  pcrmancnl 
tenure.     *  hi  the  contrary,  any  increased  value  given  to  the 
land  by  the  oxertions  of  the  tenant,  would  have  no  eftect 
!iut  to  raitic  the  rent  against  himself,  either  the  next  year,i 
or  at  farthcet  when  his  leaw  expired.     The  landlords  might 
have  justice  or  grxid  sense  enough  not  to  avail  tiicmeclves 
of  the  advantage  which  competition  wonld  give  them  ;  and 
difTereril  landturds  wonld  do  so  in  diflVrcnt  degrees. 
it  is  never  safe  to  r;^p(H't  that  &  claaa  or  Iwdy  of  men  will! 
act  in   opposilion   to  tlieJr  immediate  peonniary  interest;] 
and  even  a  doubt  nn  the  subject  would  be  almost  as  fat*l  aS] 
a  enrtainty,  for  wlion  a  ]H'rs<in  is  eonsidcring  whetlicr  nr  not 
to  undergo  a  present  exertion  or  sacrifice  for  a  comparatiwiy 
remote  future,  the  scale  is  turned  by  a  very  small  proba- 
bility that  the  fra\t»  of  the  exertion  or  of  the  sacrifice  will 
ho  taken  away  from  him.    The  only  ttaf<^iard  against  these 
uncertaiiilies  would  be  the  growth  of  a  custom,  insui-ing  a. 
peraumcnoc  of  tenure  in  the  same  oteupftnt,  without  lia- 
bility to  any  t)Lher  increase  of  rer.t  than  might  hap])en  to  bo 
sanctioned  by  the  general   sentiments  of  the  community,] 
Tlie  Ulster  tenant-right  issueh  a  custom.     'Die  very  consid- 
erable sums  which  outf^oing  tenants  obtain  from  their  sat 
ceesors,  for  the  good  will  of  their  farms,*  in  tlie  first  pi 


*  *'  It  is  nol  um-mnmon  for  a  tenant  willtoat  a  Icah  to  «^  Ibo  bat«  pAt 
of  orcupancy  or  (MMweHiun  of  liW  rami,  without  aiiy  fifdble  aign  of  improTflOMSII j 
havlii);  he^a  miuli*  )iy  him.  At  fnim  u>t]  to  nxteca,  op  to  twentj  uid  eveo  Sjttf^ 
ye»rfl'  pun!)iaiu>  nf  ilin  irnl." — ( Pi'iftt  of  Eeidtiiet  taken  hit  LorJ  JtteonU 
mimofi,  Iiilrfxliieiorr  Chnptcr.)  The  compiler  iAdi.  "  ihe  comparmtirc  tranqnil-J 
Jity  of  Ihat  di!!trirt''(nrt<ir)  "may  pvthnvffl  be  miiulT  BttHbutBble  Ut  tbi»  tact," 
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actually-  limit  the  competition  for  lund  to  poTsons  who  have 
Rurh  sutim  to  ottV-r:  while  tht;  wunt'  fact  ulbo  proves  tliat  full 
advantage  is  not  taken  by  the  landlord  of  even  that  more 
limiU;d  fonipeti(ion»  since  the  lamlUmra  rent  dot*  not 
amount  to  the  whole  of  what  the  incoming  tenant  not  only 
offen;  but  actually  pays.  He  does  &o  in  the  full  confidem.ts 
that  the  rent  will  not  be  raised :  and  for  this  be  has  the 
giniraiitee  of  a  custom,  not  recognized  by  law,  but  deriving 
\t&  binding  force  from  another  Banction,  perfectly  well 
underBtoctd  in  Irelantl.*  Without  one  or  other  of  theee 
supports,  a  ciwtom  limiting  the  rent  of  land  is  not  likely 
lo  (p-ow  up  in  any  proj^ressivc  comnmuity.  If  wealth  and 
population  were  stationary,  rent  aWi  would  gennrnll}'  he 
stationary,  and  after  remaining  a  long  time  unaltered, 
would  probably  come  to  be  considered  unalterable.  But  all 
progre^^  in  wealth  and  population  tends  to  a  rise  of  rents. 
Under  a  nietuyer  RVfiteni  tlicre  is  an  establislied  mode  in 
whieli  tlie  owner  of  land  is  sure  of  participating  in  the 
increased  produco  drawn  from  it.  But  on  the  cottier  system 
lie  eau  only  do  so  by  a  rcadjnstiuent  of  the  contract^  while 
tliat  readjustment,  in  n  ]irogressive  community,  would 
almost  always  be  to  Ids  advantage.  His  interest,  therefore, 
iii  decidc<lly  opposed  to  tlie  growth  of  any  custom  com- 
uinling  rent  into  a  fixed  demand. 


I  3.  AViiere  the  nnionnt  of  rent  is  not  limited,  either 
by  law  or  custom,  a  cottier  system  has  the  disadvantages 
of  the  worst  metayer  system,  with  scarcely  any  of  th4 
advantages  by  which,  in  the  best  forms  of  that  tenure,  tbey 

*  "  Jt  ii  in  the  gnnC  mnjuril^  of  cues  nul  u  rrtni)nirwniitit  tor  oulUi*  iii- 
ciimjd,  or  improvenicnU  cNVcU-d  un  the  Iwid,  but  a  more  Uff  iiiMinuice  of  pur* 
cltKKc  of  immitnttv  fntn  'Hitmgr." — {DiffMJ,  mI  impra.)  "Tbc  prvacnt  U^Dftnl* 
rijrtii  of  Ulster  *•  (the  wrii«r  jo'lk-fwirfj'  rcmtrk»t  "  L*  tn  pmbrro  f^yhitld." 
"  Evil]  Uier?,  if  tbe  l«nBnl-ri;tht  \k  ilUrt^nlcd,  anil  a  Irniinl  lir  rjvctvil  Hlthoul 
linvitif;  n-ccivi,-(l  I)k'  pnei*  of  Its  g»ui)-«il1,  nulmgi-«i  nrv  gvuerallj  Ui6  onnw. 
qupm-4>."— <Ch.  riii.)  "  Tbe  dMorganicod  aula  of  Tippcnrr,  utd  tlie  igrftrian 
combination  ttirottglMut  Ireluid,  are  bat  a  raetbodiicd  war  to  ot>tala  the  UUler 
tcnaiit-righu" 
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nre  compensated.     It  is  scarcely  posBible  that  cottier  ngri-j 
culture  ebonlcl  be  other  than  iiiiscmblc.    Tbcrc  is  not  tli*] 
same  necessity  that  rlic  coiiditiun  of  the  ciiltiviitors  8houl( 
be  so.     Since  by  o  ftuffieient  restraint  on  iiopulatton,  compe-j 
titiun  lui-  liinU  t^otild  he  kept  down,  iind  extreme  poverty] 
prevented  ;  habits  of  prudence  and  a  high  standard  of  cuia-j 
fort,  oiire  establifilied,  would  have  a  fair  elianee  of  maintain*] 
ing  theuisclves:    tboiigh  c-vuii  in  these  favourable  fiix-utn-j 
stances  the  motives  to  prudence  would  Ire  con&idorabiyj 
weaker  than  in  tliu  case  of  metayers,  proterted  by  custom 
(like  tbose  of  Tuscany)  from  being  deprived  of  their  farms  :j 
since  a  metayer  family,  thiuj  protected,  could  not  be  impov-j 
erishcd  by  any  other  impjovideiit  luultiiilication  than  thcir| 
own,  but  a  cottier  family,   however   pnident  and  sclf-i 
straining,  may  have  tlic  rent  raised  against  it  by  the  coi 
sequences  of  the  multiplication  of  otlier  families.     Anj 
protection  to  the  cottiers  againi^t  this  evil  conid  only  b( 
derived  from  a  salutary  itenlimeut  of  duty  or  dignity,  per-] 
vnding  the  class.     From  this  source,  however,  they  might 
derive  considerable  protection.     If  the  habitual  ^ttandard  of 
rccjuiremcnt  among  the  class  were  high,  a  young  man  might 
not  choose  to  offer  a  rent  which  would  leave  him  in  a  woree 
condition  than  the  preceding  tenant ;  or  it  might  be  tlio 
general  cn&tom,  as  it  actually  is  in  tH>mc  countries,  not  to 
marry  until  a  farm  is  vacant. 

But  it  is  not  where  a  high  standanl  of  comfort  has 
rooted  itself  in  the  habits  of  the  labonnng  chiss,  that  we  ara 
ever  called  upon  to  consider  the  efifects  of  a  cottier  system' 
That  sydt-em  is  found  only  where  the  habitual  requirements 
of  the  rural  labourers  arc  the  lowest  [>ossiblc ;  whive,  aa 
long  aa  they  arc  not  actually  starving,  they  will  multiply  : 
and  population  is  only  checked  by  the  diseases,  and  the 
shortness  uf  life,  <-onsequenL  on  insnfticicncy  of  merely 
physical  neeewaries.  This  was  the  state  of  the  largest  por- 
tion of  the  Irish  pca.santry.  When  a  people  have  sunk  into 
this  state,  and  still  more  when  they  have  been  in  it  from 
time  immemorial,  the  cutliur  system  is  an    almost   insu- 
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pomble  ohBtncIo  to  their  einerginpr  from  it.  When  the 
habits  of  the  jH.-i>plL*  arc  such  that  tlieir  in'-Tease  ia  never 
chocked  but  by  the  impossibility  of  obfaiiiiri^  a  bare  BUfv 
port,  and  yfUtm  thiB  eupiKirt  can  only  bu  obtained  from 
land,  all  etipulationa  and  agn*enient^  n^pecfing  unumnt  of 
rvnt  are  merely  uotiiuial ;  the  competition  for  land  makes 
the  tennntfl  undertake  to  pay  more  than  it  is  |K>6sibIe  (liey 
should  jiay,  uud  when  thoy  iiave  paid  all  they  can,  more 
ahnoRt  always  rcn)aini)  dne. 

"  Aa  it  may  fairly  be  said  of  the  Irisli  peasantry,''  aaid 
Mr.  Revum,  the  Secretory  to  tlic  Irish  Poor  Law  Enquiry 
Gommiaeion,'*  "  that  every  family  which  has  not  sufficient 
land  to  yield  its  food  has  one  or  more  of  its  memlK-re  sup- 
ported by  begging,  it  will  easily  be  c*>nceive<l  that  even? 
endeavour  is  made  by  the  peasantry  to  obtain  small  hold- 
ings, and  that  thoy  arc  not  tnfltiencc<l  in  their  biddings  by 
tl»e  fertility  of  the  land,  or  by  tlieir  ability  to  pay  the  rent, 
but  aolely  by  the  otl'er  which  \»  must  likely  lu  gain  them 
possession.  The  rents  which  they  promise,  they  are  almost 
invariably  incapable  of  paying ;  and  consequently  they 
become  indebted  to  those  under  whom  tlicy  hold,  almost  as 
soon  aa  tliey  take  ^tossestiion.  They  give  up,  in  the  sha|>e 
of  rent,  the  whole  produce  of  the  land  with  tlic  exception 
of  a  snfKeiency  of  potatoes  for  a  subsistence ;  but  as  this  is 
rarely  equal  to  the  promised  rent,  they  constantly  have 
against  then»  an  increasing  balanoo.  In  sonic  cases,  the 
largest  quantity  of  pn>dnee  whicli  their  holdings  ever 
yielded,  or  which,  under  their  system  of  tillage,  they  could 
in  the  most  favourable  seasons  be  nnide  lo  yield,  would  not 
be  equal  to  the  rent  bid  ;  consequently,  if  the  |ieasant  ful- 
filled his  engagement  with  his  landlord,  which  lie  is  rarely 
able  ill  accnmpli^h,  he  would  till  the  ground  fur  nothing, 
and  give  bis  landlord  a  proiiuum  for  being  allowed  to  till 


•  JW/»  cflfif  Staif  of  Irrlnnii,  thfir  Vaua^a  am4  thrir  lirmciy.  Payc  !«. 
A  pUDpUrt,  cuDUiininE,  araoti^  uUwr  lliin^  in  i>svt')li;iiL  iJi;;t:iit  auiI  Mnctido 
of  evidence  fmiu  the  man  rallected  \>f  the  Conuniadoa  presided  over  by  Afdi> 
bt9hn{i  Wlwii'ly. 
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It.  On  tlie  soft-i^oast,  flaliermoii,  and  hi  llie  northern  ooi 
ties  those  wlio  hiivc  looms,  Iruqin-'nllv*  pay  iiioru  in  rcnl 
than  the  market  vahie  of  the  whole  produce  of  the  land 
they  Jioid.  It  uiigiil  Iw  BU]»i>ofte(i  that  thcj  would  be  Iwltui 
without  latid  under  sneh  eirctim&tances.  But  fishing  might 
full  during  :i  week  or  two,  and  »o  mi|!'lit  tliu  demand  for  th( 
produce  of  the  loom,  when,  did  they  not  possess  the  land 
upon  whicli  their  food  is  frniwn,  they  mij^ht  Rlarve,  Tlie 
full  amount  of  the  rent  bid,  huwever,  i»  rarely  paid.  Tlmi 
peasant  reumins  conBtaittly  in  debt  to  his  hmdiord;  ]ut 
miserable  post^n-sslouB — the  wretched  «dntliinj^  of  biniRtdf  arK| 
of  his  family,  the  two  or  three  Ptools,  and  (lie  few  pieces  o( 
crockery,  which  his  wretchori  hovel  contains,  wonld  not, 
sold,  liquidate  the  Bttindin;;  and  generally  aeeumulatln^ 
debt.  The  peasantry  arc  mostly  a  year  in  arrear,  and  tlieii 
excuse  for  not  pnyin*^  more  is  destitution.  Sliould  th« 
produce  of  the  Itulding,  in  any  year,  W  more  than  neually 
abuudant,  or  should  llie  peasant  by  any  accident  iKMionie 
possessed  of  any  pro]>orty,  bi^  comforts  cannot  bo  in- 
creased; lie  caiinnt  iinlulge  iu  better  food,  nor  in  a  great* 
quantity  of  it.  His  famiture  cannot  bo  inercoBed,  neither^ 
can  Ins  wife  or  children  be  hotter  chrtbwl.  The  accjui^ition 
moat  go  to  the  person  under  whom  be  holds.  The  acciden- 
tal addition  will  enable  him  to  rcduec  hia  arrear  nf  rent, 
and  thuH  to  defer  ejcctn\ent.  Ihit  thit;  nnist  be  the  boinidi 
of  his  expectation." 

As  an  c-xfri-me  instniiec  of  tlic  intensity  of  competition] 
for  laud,  and  of  the  moiititrons  height  to  which  it  occ^siona!-] 
ly  forced  U])  the  nominal  rent;  we  may  cite  from  tiie  cvi-. 
denee  taken  by  Lord  Devours  Commission,*  a  fact  attested' 
by  Ifr.  Ilurly,  Clerk  of  the  Cnjwn  for  Kerry:"!  hare 
known  a  tenant  bid  for  a  farm  that  I  was  perfectly  well  ao* 
quaintcd  with,  worth  50/.  n-yoor :  I  Raw  the  rompeliTion  prclj 
lip  tugncb  an  extent,  Uiat  he  was  deelared  tlie  tenant  at  450^'*j 

§  8.     In  such  a  condition,  what  can  a  tenant  gain'by] 
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aiiv  amount  of  industry  or  prndenci',  and  wbat  loeo  by  any 
nxrklessneiiti f  If  tlic  iHndlonl  at  any  tirne  exerted  liis  full 
It^al  riglitft.  tlic  crttticr  xvuulfl  not  lie  ableeven  tu  live.  If  by 
extra  exurtion  lu*  doubled  tlio  prtHlucc  ofliU  bit  iif  land,  ur 
if  be  prndcntly  abntained  from  producin;;  months  to  eat  it 
up,  his  only  giun  would  Iw  to  have  more  \ci\  to  pay  to  his 
landlord;  while,  if  he  bud  twenty  childivn.  thoy  would  still 
be  ft-d  £rt>t,  and  rlu^  lanillonl  (;tiiild  only  lukv  what  watt  ictl. 
Almost  alone  amongst  mankind  the  cottier  is  ill  this  condi- 
tion, that  he  can  scarwly  be  either  better  or  worse  off  by 
Huy  act  of  his  own.  If  be  wctl-  indiiBlriourt  or  {inidcnt,  no- 
body but  his  hitidlor^l  would  gairi ;  if  be  is  lazy  or  iotem- 
j»crate,  it  is  at  his  landlord'^  exjHjiise.  A  situalion  more 
devoid  of  motives  to  either  labour  or  f^elf-conimand,  imagina- 
tion itself  cannot  conceive.  The  iiiducementa  of  free  hiiinau 
beings  are  taken  away,  and  those  of  a  slave  not  6ubstituted. 
He  has  nothing  to  h(ij>e,  and  nothing  to  fear,  e.\ce])t  Iwing 
dis]K)StiC«Heil  of  hii4  holdings  and  against  tbiit  he  protei;ta  him- 
self by  the  uUima  ratio  of  a  defensive  civil  war.  Roekigm 
and  Whitehoyism  were  the  determination  of  a  pe<iple  who 
had  nothing  that  could  be  called  tlieirs  but  a  daily  meal  of  the 
lowest  deeeription  of  food,  not  to  submit  tu  being  deprived 
of  that  for  other  jieoplc'o  eouveuieneo. 

Is  it  not,  then,  a  bitter  satire  on  the  mode  in  which 
opinions  are  forme<l  on  the  most  im|>orlant  prohleiiia  of 
human  nature  and  lil'e,  to  find  jtnblic  instructors  uf  the  great- 
t«t  pretension,  imputing  the  backwardness  of  Iriiih  indu^lry, 
anil  the  want  of  cnci^y  of  the  IH^Ii  ]>eoplo  in  improving 
their  condition*  to  a  peculiar  indolenc-c  and  insouciatice  in 
the  Celtic  race  i  Of  all  vulgar  nio<ie:i  of  escaping  ftom  the 
Consideration  of  the  effect  of  social  and  moral  influences  on 
llie  human  mind,  the  most  vulgar  is  thai  of  attributing  tlie 
diversities  of  conduct  and  character  to  inherent  natiural  dif- 
ferences. What  race  would  not  be  indolent  and  insouciant 
when  things  are  so  arranged,  that  they  derivi-  no  a<Ivantage 
from  forethought  or  exertion  ?  If  such  arc  the  arrangements 
in  the  midst  of  which  they  live  and  work,  what  wonder  if 
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the  listlcasneaa  and  indifference  so  engendered!  aw  not  Kliaken 
off  the  first  mament  an  (»piK»rtuiiitj  ullerH  wUuu  i:xcrUuu 
would  roally  be  of  use?  It  is  very  nutural  tbat  u  pleaaare-J 
lovinj;  nnd  stniflitiveiy  organiKi'd  i>ui>j»le  like  tlie  Irisli,  uliould 
bu  led?  iiddictcd.  to  steady  routine  lubuur  than  r.lie  Kn^lifiii, 
boeausc  lite  has  more  excitenienis  fur  tlieni  independent  of 
it;  bnt  they  arc  not  lees  fitted  (or  it  tlian  their  Celtic  breth- 
ren the  French,  nor  leea  so  than  tlie  Tuscans,  or  the  aii- 
eient  Greeks.  Aa  excitable  organization  Ib  precisely  that 
in  which,  by  adequate  inducements,  it  is  easiest  to  kindle  a 
spirit  of  animated  exertion.  It  speaks  nothing  aguinet  tliu 
capacities  of  industry  in  human  beings,  that  they  will  not 
exert  themselves  without  motive.  Ko  labourers  work  haj-d- 
ur.  in  England  or  AinericH,  than  the  Irish :  but  not  under  a 
cottier  system. 


^  4.    Tlie  multitudes  who  till  the  siiil  of  India,  are  in 
a  condition  sufficiently  analogous  lo  the  cottier  eyetem,  and 
at  the  same  time  gnftieieiitly  diffiji-ent  from  it,  to  render  the 
comparison  of  tlio  two  a  sonrt^  of  some  inetmction.      In 
most  parts  of  India  tliere  arc,  and  perhai«  have  alwaya 
been,  only  two  contracting  parties,  the  landlord  and  thoj 
peasant :  the  hmdlurd  being  generally  the  sovereign,  except 
where  he  has,  by  a  s^wvial  instrument,  conceded  hig  rights 
to  an  individual,   who  becomes  his  repreRentative.      ThffJ 
pnyra«uts,  however,  of  the  pe»«ant8,  or  ryota  aa  they  are 
termed,  have  seldom  if  ever  Iw.'en  r^ulatetl,  as  in  Ireland, 
by  competition.   Though  the  customs  locally  obtaining  werui 
infinitely  varionB,  and  though  practically  no  custom  conhl 
be  maintained  against  the  sovereign "s  will,  there  was  always 
a  rule  of  some  sort  common  to  a  neigh bourhorwi :  the  col-| 
lector  did  not  make  his  Bcparatc  bargain  with  the  peasant, 
but  assessed  cacli  accoi-ding  to  the  rale  adopted  for  the  rest. 
The  idea  was  thus  kept  up  of  a  right  of  property  in  the 
tenant,  ur  at  all  events,  of  a  right  to  permanent  possceaion  ;j 
and  the  anomaly  arose  of  a  fixity  of  teTiure  in  the  peasant- 
/armer,  co-existing  with  an  arbitrary  power  of  iuc 
tho  rent, 
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"WTien  the  Mogul  govemmont  Bul>stit«te<3  itself  throiij^Ii- 
ont  the  greater  part  ul*  India  for  the  Tliniloo  rulers,  it  pro- 
cewled  on  a  diJiercmt  jirineiple.  A  iniuute  survey  was 
marie  of  the  land,  and  upon  that  Biirvey  an  assessment  wa« 
founded,  lixing  tlie  spuritic  jMiyiucut  due  lo  the  goveruinenl 
from  each  field.  If  thisaaeesBmcnthad  never  been  exeeeded, 
the  ryolH  would  have  hren  in  llii!  eompanitivcly  »<]vHti- 
tageous  position  of  peasant-proprietors,  subject  to  a  heavy, 
hut  a  fixed,  quit-rent.  Thu  absence,  however,  of  any  real 
proti-ction  against  illegal  extortions,  rendered  this  iinprove- 
ineiit  in  their  condition  rather  noniinul  thau  real ;  and,  ex- 
cept, during  the  occafitoual  accident  of  a  humane  and  vigoi^ 
0U8  local  adniiuit-trator,  the  exactions  had  no  practical  limit 
but  the  inability  of  the  ryot  to  pay  more. 

It  was  to  thifl  state  of  thingfi  that  tlic  English  ruk-ra  of 
Indin  Bncoecdcd  ;  and  they  were,  at  an  early  period,  stniek 
with  the  importance  of  putting  an  end  to  this  arbitrary 
eharaetrr  oflhu  land-revenne,  and  imposing  a  fixeU  limit  to 
the  government  demand.  They  did  not  attempt  to  go  back 
to  the  Mogul  valuation.  It  has  been  in  general  the  vt_'.ry 
rational  practice  of  the  Englisli  Government  in  India,  to 
pay  little  regard  to  what  was  laid  down  as  the  iheorj*  of 
the  native  institutions,  hut  to  inquire  into  the  rights  which 
eodst«d  and  were  respected  in  practice,  and  to  protect  and 
enlarge  those.  Kt>r  a  long  time,  however,  it  blundered 
grievously  about  malturs  of  fact,  and  i;r<'Srtly  misunderstood 
the  uifagc'ii  andrighra  which  it  found  existing.  Ua  mii^takea 
arose  fVom  the  inability  of  ordinary  minds  to  Imagine  a  state 
of  ^(Krial  relatitms  fiinduincnhdly  different  from  those  wn'th 
which  tliey  are  practically  familiar.  England  being  acens- 
tomed  to  great  es.tateR  and  great  landlords,  the  English 
ruhrrs  took  it  for  granted  that  India  must  possess  the  like; 
and  looking  round  for  some  set  of  people  who  might  be 
taken  for  the  objects  of  their  seaith.  they  pitched  upon  a 
sort  of  tax-gatherers  called  zemindars.  ''The  zemindar," 
Mys  the  philosophical  historian  of  India,*  "had  sonic  of 


406 


BUOK  U.     CUjUTER  IX.     ii. 


tlie  attribntes  wlu'cii  belong  to  a  landowner ;  be  collected 
tlie  rents  of  a  particular  ditttrict,  he  govenied  the  cultivator 
ol'that  district,  lived  in  coinpartitive  splendour,  and  hi«  son 
succeeded  liini  when  be  died.     Hie  zeiniiulare,  tborefore,  i 
was  interred  without  dL-luy,  were  tbu  pi-oprictors  of  the  Mil 
the  landed  nobilitj  and  gentry  of  India.    It  wii»  not  a 
eidered  that  the  zemindars,  though  thev  ct'lkH-Ied  the  rcn 
did  not  keep  tbeni ;  but  ptiid  them  all  away,  with  s  sma 
deduction^  to  the  guvurnmunt.     It  v,n&  iiut  contiidered  tb 
if  they  governed  the  ryotfe,  ftiid  in  many  re&pccts  exercibi 
over  them  dofipotic  [H>wer,  tliey  did   nut  govern  them  a«^ 
tenants  of  theirs,  holding  their  lands  cither  at  will  or  by 
<!ontraPt  nndcr  tliem.     The  possession  of  tlie  ryot  was 
heruditury  possL'tision ;  for  which  it  ^^aB  unlawful  for  tb 
zemindar  to  displace  him :  for  cveiy  farthing  which  th 
Kemindar  drew  from  the  ryot,  he  was  bound  tu  account 
and  it  was  only  by  fraud,  if,  out  of  all  that  be  collect 
be  retained  an  ana  more  than  the  fimall  proportion  wbicli,: 
aa  pay  for  collection,  he  was  pemiittcd  to  rL-ccive." 

"  ITierc  was  an  opportunity  in  India,"  continues  the 
bistoiian,  "  to  which  tlie  bif^lory  of  tlie  world  presentii  not 
a  parallel.  Next  after  the  sovereign,  the  immediate  culti- 
vators had,  by  far,  the  greatest  porti<jn  of  interest  in  tlioj 
soil.  For  tbu  rights  (sucli  as  they  were)  of  the  ZA>mind 
a  complete  compensation  might  have  easily  been  m 
TIiH  generous  resolution  was  lulopted,  of  wicrificing  to  ibft 
improvement  of  the  country,  the  proprietary  rights  of  the 
eovereigii.  'Hie  motives  to  improvement  which  propert 
give:*,  and  of  which  the  power  was  so  justly  appreciated^' 
niiglit  have  been  bestowed  upon  those  iipttn  whom  tJic 
would  have  operated  with  a  force  incomparably  great 
than  that  with  which  they  could  operate  upon  any  otl 
class  of  men  :  they  might  liave  been  bestowed  upon  th 
from  whom  alone,  iu  every  country,  the  principal  improv 
nients  in  agricidture  must  he  derived,  the  immediate  cidti 
vators  of  the  soil.  And  a  measure  worthy  to  be  ranki-d 
among  the  noblest  that  ever  were  taken  for  the  improve- 
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mcnt  of  any  oountrj,  might  have  hel]»ed  to  compensate  the 
puojilt*  of  India  for  the  niiserieH  of  tliat  iniR^vartinient  wliicli 
thcv  had  so  loug  cndurwl.  But  ihc  legislators  were  Ku^lisli 
iiristocrats  ;  and  aristocratiud  |ireju»lice;i>  jirevailed." 

The  measure  ]>rovcd  a  total  faihire^a^^  to  the  uioiii  cITeets 
which  its  well-raeaning  promrit<?rfi  oxpectt^^d  from  it.  Un- 
acctitiUinKMl  to  estimate  tUc  ukhIc  in  which  the  operation  of 
any  given  institution  is  modified  even  by  such  variety  of 
vireumstanees  as  exii^ts  within  a  single  king<lom,  they  flat- 
tered themselves  that  they  had  created,  thruu<!hout  the 
Bengal  provinces,  English  landlords,  and  it  proved  tliat 
tliey  Jiad  only  creatwl  Iriisli  ones.  The  new  landed  aris- 
tocracy disappointed  every  expectation  built  upon  them. 
They  did  nothing  fur  tho  inipruvemunt  of  thuir  et<tates,  but 
everything  for  theii"' owD  ruin.  The  same  pains  not  being 
taken,  AH  had  been  takun  in  Ireland,  to  enable  landlords  to 
dufy  the  consetjuences)  of  their  iinpn^vidence,  nearly  tlie 
whole  laud  of  Bengal  had  to  be  sequestrated  and  sold,  for 
debti?  or  arrears  uf  revenue,  and  in  one  generation  most  of 
tho  ancient  zemindars  had  i^«ased  to  exi^t.  Other  families, 
mostly  the  descendants  of  Calcutta  money  dealers,  or  of 
native  olTiciaU  who  had  enriclied  tlioniselves  under  tlie 
Britisli  Governiiiunt,  now  occupy  their  place ;  and  live  a^ 
oseleea  drones  on  the  tKiil  which  has  been  given  up  to  them. 
Whatever  the  goveranient  haii  eacrificed  of  its  pecuniary 
claims,  for  tliu  erealion  of  sueli  a  class,  has  at  tlte  best  been 
wattted. 

In  the  parts  of  India  into  whh:h  the  British  rule  has 
been  more  rw^ently  introduced,  tlie  blunder  has  been  avoided 
of  endowing  a  u&etcsii>  body  uf  great  landlonis  with  gifts 
from  the  public  revenue.  In  most  parts  of  the  Madras  and 
in  part  of  the  Bombay  Presidency,  the  rent  is  paid  dire<?lly 
to  thq^ovcmment  by  the  inmiediate  cultivator.  In  tho 
NorthHestem  Provinces,  the  govenimcnt  make«  its  CD- 
gagem^t  with  the  village  ooinmunily  culk-ctivuly,  deter- 
mining the  sliare  to  be  paid  by  ciu-h  individual,  but  holding 
them  jointly  respoi'siblc  for  each  oiherV  dofnolt.  But  in  tlic 
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greater  part  of  India,  tlie  immudiafe  cultivatora  liave  ti( 
ohtainod  a  perpotuiW  of  lennn;  at  a  fixed  nnt.     The  g»iv- 
ernnicnt  manages  the  land  on  the  principle  on  which  a  good 
Iririli  lamllord  manajre^  his  rstatv  :  not  jmttin^  it  up  to  cm 
petition,  not  asking  the  cultivators  wliat  tliev  will  promit 
to  pay,  hnt  dctimniiiing  for  SUelf  what  lh«jr  can  affonl 
pay,  and  defining  its  demand  accordingly.    In  many  dii 
tricts  a  portion  of  the  ciiltivatonn  are  coni«idered  as  tenants 
of  the  rcBt,  the  govemmont  making  its  demand  from  thoee 
only  (often  a  numeroua  hody)  who  arc  looked  upon  as  th( 
sncce83org  of  the  original  si^ttlcrs  or  cimquerora  of  tlie  vil 
Inge.     Sometimes  the  rent  is  fixed  only  for  one  year,  some- 
tiroes  for  three  or  five ;  bnt  the  uniform  tendency  of  prt»scid 
policy  ia  towards  long  leuscB,  extending,  in  the  norlhei 
provinces  of  India,  to  a  term  of  thirty  years.    Tins  arranj 
ment  has  not  existwl  for  a  stifiifncnt  time  to  have  i^hawn  by 
experience,  how  far  the  nmtives  to  iinprovemont  wlneh  the 
long  Icusc  creates  in  the  mliidj  of  the  cultivaturs,  full  short 
of  the  influence  of  a  perpctnal  Bettlenicnt.    But  the  two 
phuis,  of  animal  settlementa  and  of  fihnrt  lease?,  arc  irrevo- 
cably condc-mnciJ.      Tliey  can  only  be  Raid  to   have  Bn<y 
cceded,  in  comparison  with  the  tmliniited  oppression  wtut 
cxietcd  before.    Tlicy  are  approved  by  nnlnxly,  and  wei 
never  looked  upon  in  any  otlier  light  than  as  tcniporarj 
arrangements,  to  bo  ahandoni^  when   a  more  coinpK 
knowh'dgo  of  the  capabilities  of  the  country  should  affor 
data  fur  something  wore  permanent. 


CHAPTER  X. 


MEANS  OF  ABOLISHrNO  COTTIER  TEXAXCT. 


§  1.  Wlien  the  first  edition  of  tliitt  work  waa  written 
and  piiblmlied,  the  question,  wliat  is  to  be  done  with  a  cot- 
tier {mpiilntion,  was  to  the  Kiiglish  Goveniment  the  niogt 
urgent  of  jmu^tiral  tjutiHtions.  The  majority  of  a  jwpulu- 
tion  of  eight  miilieua,  Laving  long  grovelled  in  helpless  in- 
ertnesd  and  abject  poverty  under  the  foltier  system,  redneed 
by  its  openilion  to  mere  food  of  the  cheapest  description, 
and  to  an  incapacity  of  eitlicr  doing  or  willing  anything  for 
the  inijirovnnient  of  tlieir  lot,  had  at  IftKt,  by  the  failure  of 
that  lowest  quality  of  food,  been  plunged  into  a  statu  in  whirli 
the  alternative  fecnied  to  be  either  death,  or  to  bo  i)omia> 
nently  supported  by  other  people,  or  a  railiral  elianjje  in 
the  economical  arnuigements  under  which  it  had  hitherto 
been  their  misfortune  to  li\*e.  Such  an  emergency  had  com- 
pelled atlentiiH)  to  the  Ruliject  fn>m  the  legislature  and  from 
the  nation,  but  it  could  hunlly  Iw  saia  with  much  rcfiult; 
for,  the  evil  having  originated  in  n  eystpra  of  land  tenancy 
which  withdrew  from  the  |)cop1e  every  motive  to  industry 
or  thrift  except  tlie  fear  of  &larvntion,  the  remedy  provided 
by  Parliament  was  to  take  away  even  that,  by  conferring  on 
them  a  legal  claim  to  elccmoG^ynary  support :  while,  towards 
con-crtiiig  the  causae  of  the  niiscbief.  nothing  wns  done,  Ih»- 
yoiid  vain  coinpla!nti>,  ibough  at  the  price  to  the  national 
trcasnry  of  ten  millions  sterling  for  the  delay. 

"  It  is  needless,''  (I  obwrved)  '*  to  expend  any  argument 
in  proWng  tlmt  tlie  very  foundation  of  the  economical  evils 
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of  Irclaud  \a  the  cottier  system ;  that  white  peasant 
fixed  by  competition  are  tlie  practice  of  tlic  country, 
pent  industry,  nseful  activity,  any  rB?itr:iint  on  jiopulatiun 
but  deatli,  or  any  the  emallest  diminution  of  ]»ovetty,  is 
look  for  figs  on  thiBtles  and  grapes  on  thoma.     If  our  prj 
tical  statusHii'ii  arc  not  ripe  for  the  recognition  of  this  fa 
or  if  whilu  (buy  acknowledge  it  in  theor/,  they  have  notj 
Buflicient  fechug  of  its  reality,  to  bo  capable  of  foundii 
upon  it  any  course  of  conduct;  tliere  is  rtill  another, 
a  purely  jihysical  consideration,  from  which  they  will  find 
it  imiiDssiblu  to  esu-npu.     If  the  one  crop  on  which  the  pc<ip| 
bavc  bitiicrto  supported  thfUi^elves  (wntinuea  to  be  prct-s 
oua,  cither  some  new  and  great  impulse  must  be  given 
agricultural  skill  and  industry,  or  the  wjil  of  Ireland  can  n" 
longer  feed  anything  like  its  present  ]iopulaiion.   TIic  who^^ 
produce  of  the  western  half  of  the  island,  leaving  nothii^B 
fur  rent,  will  not  now  keep  pertnant'ntly  in  existence  tlio 
whfdu  of  its  people:  and  thuy  will  nc*:iwharily  remain 
nnnunl  chni'ge  on  the  taxation  of  the  empire,  until  they 
nsluced  eithnr  by  eniignition  or  by  starvation,  to  a  nnnib 
corresponding  with  the  low  state  of  their  industry,  or  unh 
the  means  arc  found  itf  making  tliat  induslry  much  mc 
productive." 

Since  these  worda  were  written,  events  unforeseen  l>y 
one  have  saved  the  English  rulers  of  Ireland  from  the  at 
barrassracnts  which  wonid  have  been  the  just  penalty 
their  indiffi-rcnee  and   want  of  foi-ceiglit.     In^land,  un( 
cottier  agriculture,  could  no  longer  supply  fo<»d  to  its  popi 
latiou :  Parliamcut,  by  way  of  rcuiedy,  applied  a  6tiniujns 
]iopulatirtn,  but  none  at  all  to  production;  the  help,  hoi 
ever,  which  had  not  bL-en  j>n.ivided  for  the  people  of  Irulai 
by  political  wi>Klom,camc  from  an  unexpected  aouretj. 
Buppoiling  cmigi-ation— the  Wakefivid  ^yslern,  br()ught  Inl 
eiiiHJt  on  the  voluntaiy  princi|de  and  un  a  gigantic  6t 
(the  expenses  of  those  who  followed  being  yaidi  from 
earnings  of  those  who  went  W^fore)  has,  for  the  ppcscal 
reducod  the  populaticn  down  to  the  number  for  wliidi  tl 
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ejciBtin^  agri(^u!tural  system  can  find  cmitloymcnt  and  6up- 
port.  The  t'ensiis  of  1851,  comitared  witlv  that  of"  1841, 
ebowod  in  round  nuiulifi's  a  diuiiniitiun  of  itopulution  of  a 
million  and  a  huh".  Tlie  8ul>8c<jiient  ccnmis  (of  1S6I)  Khowa 
a  further  dimiiuitiun  uf  about  half  a  milliuu.  Tlie  Irish 
havin;^  thug  found  the  way  totlmt  flourishing  continent  whieli 
for^uerutioim  will  beciipahlctff  i^njiportingin  unilimiuiiphed 
comfort  the  inereasK  of  the  ]mpiiiaiion  of  the  wholu  world  ; 
the  peasantry  of  Ireland  having  learnt  to  tix  their  eyes  on  a 
terrestrial  paradise  beyond  the  ooean,  as  a  Biire  refuge  both 
from  the  ojipreesion  of  the  Saxon  and  fr<:>m  the  tyranny  of 
nature;  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  however  much  the 
employment  for  agricultural  labour  may  hereafter  be  dl- 
minisht-d  by  the  g:eneral  intriMlnction  tlin>ti<.'lin»t  Ireland  of 
Kuj;lit>h  fiirniini;,  or  even  if  like  the  county  of  Sutherland  all 
Ireland  should  bo  tnmed  into  amazing  fann,  the  6U{>erseded 
I»coplo  would  miirrat*  to  America  with  the  same  rapidity, 
and  as  free  of  coat  to  the  nation,  as  the  million  of  Irish  who 
went  thither  during  the  tlirec  years  previous  to  1851. 
Thiwe  who  think  that  the  lauil  of  a  cotmtry  exit^U  for  the 
sake  of  a  few  thousand  hindowiiera,  and  that  as  hui^  as 
rents  are  paid,  aociety  and  f^vornment  havi>  fnllilled  thoir 
fiiEicthm.  may  see  in  this  consummation  a  happy  end  to  Irish 
difficulties. 

But  this  h  not  a  time,  nor  U  the  hunian  miml  now  in  a 
cundition,  in  which  Bueh  insolent  pretensions  can  be  main- 
t^ned.  The  laud  of  ln4and,  the  land  of  every  country,  be- 
longfl  to  the  i>copIe  of  that  country.  Tlic  individuoU  called 
landowners  have  no  rirrht,  in  morality  and  justice,  to  any 
thing  but  the  rent,  or  compensation  for  it^  wUcable  value. 
AVith  rogartl  to  the  land  it^t^lf,  the  paramount  coiu^idei'ation 
is,  by  what  mo<lu  of  appropriation  and  of  cultivation  it  can 
bo  made  most  U!»eful  to  the  wdleetive  ho<ly  of  its  inliabitanis. 
To  the  owners  of  the  rent  it  may  be  vtiry  convenient  thai 
the  hulk  of  the  inhabitants,  despairing  of  jn&tiec  in  the 
country  where  tliey  and  their  aucestorA  have  livwl  and  suf- 
fered, tiliould  seek  on  anothci'  continent  tliat  pm()crty  in  laud 
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which  is  denied  to  them  nt  home.     JJut  the  logiblatare 
empire  ought  to  regard  with  other  eyes  tho  forced  ejq^at 
tion  oC  tiiil)iun8  of  ])Ooplc.     When   the   inh»hitatitA  of 
country  (\mt  tlie  country  en  Tmu/fus  because  its  GoTcrniiH 
will  not  make  it  a  ]>laco  fit  for  tliein  to  live  in,  the  Govei 
menfc  is  jud^'d  and  condemned.    There  ib  nunccesj^ity 
depriving  the  lundlonU  of  one  fartliing  of  tlie  pecuniary 
vtthie  of  thWr  Ic^al   rights ;  but  justice  rcquiroB  that  tbe 
ai^Iual  rultivatiins  should  be  enabled  to  bt^wnie  in  Ireland 
what  they  will  become  in  America — proprietora  of  the  b(^^| 
which  thoy  euUivate.  ^^ 

Good  polii-y  requires  it  no  lesB.     Those  who,  knowJi 
neitlicr  Ireland  nor  any  forc!^  country,  tjike  as  their  stit 
standard  i»f  (Social  and  ecoii()mical  excellence  Kn»lish  -pn 
lice,  propose  as  the  single  remedy  for  Irish  wretchednM 
the  transformation  of  tho  cottiers  into  hired  lahourers. 
this  is  rather  a  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  Irish  ogrici 
ture,  tlian  (tf  the  condition  of  the  Irifih  jHHipln.     Tlie  8ti 
of  a  ilay-hihourcr  has  no  charm  for  infuc^ing;  forethoi 
frugality,  or  st^If-reslraint,  into  a  people  devoid  of  them, 
the  Irish  j)ea8:»ntry  could  be  univci-sally  changed  luto 
ceivere  of  waprcs,  the  old  habits  and  mental  characteristic 
of  the  people  remaining,  we  should  meix-Iy  sec  fourorfii 
millions   of  |>ei>]ilo   livinj^  as  day-labourers   in    the 
wretched  niantiiT  in  which  as  cottiers  they  lived  hefoi 
equally  passive  in  the  ab&cnce  of  every  comfort,  eqi 
reckless  in  mtdtiplication,  and  even,  i>erli}i|«,  equally  lii 
leee  at  their  work ;   since  thoy  could  not  be  dismitii^ed 
maaae^  and  'H  they  could,  dismiesal  would  now  be  sim] 
remandinjf  them  to  the  poor-rate.     Far  other  would  be 
efl'ect  of  iiiakinjif  them  peasant  propriettTn.     A  pet.iple  wl 
in  industry  and  providence  have  everything  to  learn — wbo 
arc  eonfestjudly  amon^  the  most   backward  of  Enropci  ~ 
populations  in  the  indus^lrial  virtuen — require  for  their 
generation  the  most  powerful  incitcuiculs  by  which  tl 
Tutues  can  Ije  stiniuhitf.'d :    and  there  is  no  Ktimulns  r£ 
oomptrablc  to  property  in  land.     A  permanent  inturcst 
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tltu  »»il  to  tliocp  who  till  itf  it^  ftlinuKt  a  guarantee  fur  tho 
Mio&t  unwearied  Inborionsnci^s :  a^iiiat  ovfr-jHn>iil:itiijn, 
though  not  infaUiblc,  it  is  (he  beet  preservative  yt-t  knuwn 
and  where  it  (kiled,  any  ofber  plan  wt»nld  pn)hHbly  fiii! 
much  more  ejp-egiously  ;  the  evii  would  be  beyond  tlio 
ronch  of  raeroly  et'onomic  remedies. 

The  eoae  of  Ireland  is  eimilar  in  iU  re'|nireineiit;s  to  that 
of  India.  In  Iiidin^  tltniigb  great  errors  liave  from  time 
to  time  been  eoinniittetl,  no  one  ever  propv«ed,  nmler  the 
name  of  agricultural  iuiprovemcnf,  to  ejoet  the  ryots  or 
pcasnnt  farmers  from  their  poRseMtion ;  tho  improvement 
that  has  beeti  lookeil  for,  has  been  through  making  their 
tenure  more  secure  to  them,  and  tho  sole  difference  of 
opinion  is  between  thoBe  who  contend  tor  pcr|)ctuity,  and 
those  who  think  that  long  leases  will  suffiec.  Tlie  Bame 
question  exiets  ha  to  Ireland  ;  and  it  would  be  idle  to  deny 
that  lung  leascj*,  under  such  landlords  aa  are  Bomt-'tinHS  to 
be  found,  do  ctlWt  wonders  even  in  Ireland.  Hut  then, 
they  must  be  leases  at  a  low  rent.  Ix)ng  lenses  are  in  no  way 
to  l>e  relie<l  on  for  getting  rid  of  cottieriprii.  During  the 
existenoc  of  cottier  tenancy,  leasee  have  always  been  long; 
twenty-one  years,  and  three  lives  coucnrrcDtj  was  a  usual 
term.  But  the  runt  being  fixed  by  competition,  at  a  higher 
amount  than  could  bo  paid,  eo  that  the  tenant  neither  had, 
nor  could  by  any  exertion  aeqnirc,  a  beneficial  interest  in 
tho  land,  the  advantage  of  a  lease  was  merely  nominal.  In 
India,  the  goveranient,  where  it  has  not  imprudently  made 
over  its  proprietary  rights  to  the  zemindars,  is  able  to  pre- 
vent this  evil,  becauHC,  being  itself  the  landlord,  it  can  fix 
the  rent  according  to  its  own  judgment;  but  under  indi- 
vidual landlordt^,  while  rents  are  tixed  by  competltinn,  and 
the  competitors  are  a  jveaaantrj*  struggling  for  sutiMtstcnce, 
nominal  rents  nrtt  inevitable,  unless  the  poptdation  la  so 
(bin,  that  the  eompettlion  itself  is  only  nominal.  The 
majority  of  landlords  will  grasp  at  immetliato  money  and 
humcdlate  power;  and  so  long  as  they  find  cottiers  eager  to 
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offer  thorn  evcrylliin/;,  it  i<i  ust'luss  lo  rily  on  them  fop 
periiig  thu  viciuus  priiutit'c  \ty  a  L-ou&tduriilv  btiU'-ti<.*iiiaL 

A  perpetuity  is  a  stroii^LT  stiinulug  tu  iinproveiiient  tli 
a  lung  ii-atic:   nut  only  bt-L-au&f  thu  longest  Icubv,  befo 
coiiiiiij;  tu  an  end,  passed  tiirou<j;)i  all  tJie  varielies  of  »l 
li'usuii  down  to  no  Icosu  ut  ull;   but  for  more  fumiaiuen 
rL-it$oiiB.     It  i:;  vcr}*^  hIiuIIow,  even    in   pure  economies. 
\ukii  uu  uceoimt  of  the  liiliueuee  of  iniiigiuatiou :   there  U 
virtue  in  "  for  ever ''  beyond  the  longest  t«nu  of  y 
ev(>ti  if  ihu  lerni  is  lun^  enough  to  include  ehUilren,  und 
whuni  a  jierson  individtiaily  carcb  for,  yet  uiitil  he  liua  reoeb 
tliat  lii-^h  degree  of  mental  eultivation  at  which  the  pub 
good  (which  alHU  Ineludeii  ]>erjietuity)  Bcquiru8  a  ]mr:Lmou 
Ji&cendauoy  over  bis  feelings  and  desires,  he  will  not  ex 
hiniMcIf  witli  llie  isamu  ardour  to  increase  the  vahie  of 
estate,  hia  interest  in  which  diniinishca  in  value  every  y> 
liesides,  while  ])eii)ctual  tenure  ii*  the  ^enciiJ  rule  of  hind 
property,  us  it  is  in  all  the  eountriet;  of  Ku rope,  n  tenure  fi 
a  limited  period,  however  long,  ia  sure  to  be  regarded  as 
Bomethin^  of  infui'ioreon^iderulion  and  dignity,  aud  iiwpireH 
less  of  ardour  to  obtain  it,  and  of  attachment  to  it  wb 
obtained.     But  where  a  country  is  under  euttier  tenure,  t 
question  of  perpetuity  is  i[mtts  secondary  to  tiie  more  i 
jKjrtunt  point,  a  limitation  of  the  rent,     llenl  paid  by 
ta]»italLst  who  farms  for  profit,  and  not  for  bread,  may  safe 
lie  aban<](ineil  to  cnmpelition  ;    rent  juiid  by  labourers  m 
not,  nnlcBi  the  labourers  were  in  a  state  of  clvilljeulion  an 
iinprovement  wliich  labonrtirs  have  nowhere  yet  reached, 
ami  cannot  easily  reach  under  sneh  a  tenure.    Peasant  rea 
ought  never  to  be  arbitrary,  never  at  the  discretion  of  t 
lamlloixl :  either  by  custom  or  law,  it  U  imperatively  n 
essary  that  they  should  bo  fixed  ;   and  where  no  mutually 
ndvimtngoons  eu-<tont»  such  as  the  metayer  eystem  of  Tu 
cany,  has  establislu^l  itwif,  reason  and  esjwrienee  reco 
mend  that  they  should  ho  lixed  by  authority:  thus  chan, 
ill!?  tlic  rent  into  a  (luit-rcnt,  and  tlie  farmer  into  a  peasant 
]>iOj)rictor. 
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For  carrying  tliia  cimngo  into  effect  on  a  eafficiently 
Inrgu  iwalu  to  aci^ompliiih  tht;  complete  iibulitioii  ut*  cottier 
tchancj,  tlie  muiie  \riiieh  most  obviously  Biiggefita  itself  is 
lilt;  direct  iiuc,  ol"  doiiii;  the  tiling  oiitriglit  hy  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  muking  the  wluile  hind  of  Ireland  tlie  jiropcrty  of  the 
tcna'itjs  liuhJL'ct  to  the  rents  now  really  paid  (not  the 
nomiitut  runts),  as  a  fi-icd  rent  churgc.  This  under  tlio 
name  of  "  tixily  of  tenure/'  was  one  of  the  demuuds  of  ihe 
Itepeal  Aasoeiation  during  the  most  guceessful  period  of 
their  agitation  ;  :iud  wns  hetter  esprtswc*!  hy  Mr.  Ponni.'r, 
its  earliegt^  mi;i6t  enthusiastic,  and  meet  indclarigiihlu 
ajMistle,*  by  the  wordi*,  *'a  valuation  and  a  perpetuity." 
In  such  a  nic.isurc  there  would  not  IiaTc  boen  any  injut^ticu, 
provided  the  landlords  wcro  compensated  lor  the  pr3sout 
valuo  of  the  chanceft  of  increase  which  they  windd  bo  pros- 
pectively rc<|uii-ed  to  forego.  The  rupture  of  existing  social 
relations  would  hardly  have  been  more  vi«>Ient  tluin  that 
cffwted  hy  the  ministers  Stein  luid  Hardenberg,  when,  by 
a  series  of  edicts,  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century, 
Uiey  rpvolulioin'-/i'd  tlic  state  of  hinded  property  in  the 
PruNbiau  nionarchy,  and  left  their  nninet>  to  posterity  among 
the  greatest  benefactors  of  their  country.  To  the  erdigbt- 
ened  foreigners  writing  on  Ireland,  Von  Haniner  and  Ciui*- 
tave  de  Beaumont,  a  remedy  of  this  stirt  seemed  so  exueily 
and  obviously  what  tho  disease  reipiired,  that  tlicy  had 
some  difficulty  in  comprehending  how  it  was  Uiat  the  thiig 
was  not  yet  done. 

This,  however,  would  have  boen,  in  tbe  first  place,  a 
complete  expropriation  of  the  higher  cla>»e*i  of  Ireland : 
which,  if  thcii:  is  any  truth  in  tlic  principles  wc  liave  laid 
down,  wouh)  lie  i>erfe<rtly  warrantable,  but  only  if  it  were 
tbe  B4>lc  means  of  ctTeeting  a  great  public  good.  In  the 
second  place,  that  tlierc  should  be  none  but  peasant  proprio- 


*  Antlwr  or  nunu-DMiA  piunfililclii,  #nlilU>(l  "  True  rnlitical  EmmiinT-  of  Iro- 
Uod^"  "  L«lt«r  lu  xhu  EIatI  of  IleTou,"  "  Two  Lvttcre  oii  Uio  lUi-krcnt  Opprmnoe 
ol'  Ireluul,"  uid  otben.  Mr.  Cotuicr  ttu  bcva  na  ■giutur  on  iko  subject  novo 
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tors,  is  in  itself  far  from  desirable.     Large  farms, 
Vfttcd  hv  Ifti^o  capital,  aiid  owned  by  persons  of  tin 
ediicatiun  which  tlic  country  can  give,  i'ltsuds  qualilicd 
iiiBtriiction  to  appreciate  ecientific  diwovcricfs  Mu\  able 
bear  the  delay  and  nek  of  costly  experinicnt**,  are  an  in 
portaut  part  of  a  good  agricultural  system.    Many  sneli 
landloril»  there  nrc  i^vcii  in  Ire hiud ;  and  it  would  b<:  a  pul 
lie  mififortuuo  to  drive  them  from  their  posts.     A  hirgi 
proportion  alao  of  the  present  holdings  are  probably  still 
tAU)  ^umll  to  IT^'  the  proprictaiy  eyeteni  under  the  greatc 
advantages :    nor  are  the  tenants  always  the  pcrHons 
would  desire  to  eelect  as  the  first  occupants  of  peaaaut-pruj 
erties.    Tliere  ore  nnrabei"S  of  them  on  whom  it  would  havi 
a  more  l)enefic-Iid  etlwit  to  jjive  them  the  lioj*  of  at'tjuirir 
a  'fiiided  property  by  industry  and  fnigiiUty,  tliau  the  pro| 
orty  itsi^lf  in  imnieiliate  posseanioii. 

Tliere  are,  however,  much  milder  measures,  not  open  to' 
similar  objeetious,  and  wliieli,  if  puttied  to  tlic  utiuo&t  extent 
of  which  they  are  gnsceptiblet  would  realize  in  no  inconsid- 
erable degree  the  object  eouybt.     One  of  them  would  l»e,  lo 
enact  that  whiH.'Vt'r  reclainis  waste  land  bceomea  the  owner 
of  it,  at  a  fixed  rpiit-reut  equal  to  a  moderate  interest  on  its 
mere  value  iw  a  wfL-^te.     It  would  of  (-<3urse  be  a  necesfsaf 
port  of  this  measure,  to  make  cunipidaury  on  laiidlonU  tlii 
eurrooder  of  waste  lands  (not  of  aJt  omamentul  chamc) 
whenever  requirwl   for  reclam»tioii.     Another   exiK'dion( 
and  one  in  which,  individuals  could  co-opurate,  would  be 
buy  as  much  oa  putieible  of  the  land  offereil  for  Bale,  and 
it  again  in  small  portions  as  j^eusant- properties.     A  Sodei 
for  thie  {>ur{>oBe  was  at  one  time  projccled  under  the  ai 
pice.s  of  the  Tenant  Kight  Leajrue,  and  on  the  priuciplcs, 
far  as  applicahle,  of  ihu  Freehold  Land   Societies   wliid 
have    hccM   so    sucee^fully   i^tablirthcd   in    England, 
prirTiarily  for  agricnltural,  but  for  electoral  purposes. 

TliiH  is  a  miMlc  in  which  private  capital  may  Iw  employed 
in  renovating  the  social  and  agricultural  economy  of  h 
land,  not  only  without  saciiliee  but  with  considerable  pro( 
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to  its  owners.  The  rcinarkubtc  Piieces.^  of  die  Wti.-^to  Land 
Iinprovcnioiit  Stxiorv,  wliidi  jn-ocewitHl  011  a  plnii  far  Icsa 
ndvauta^-uiis  to  the  tciiatit,  i&  tin  iutttiuico  nf  what  an  Irish 
peasantry  can  be  stimulated  to  do,  by  a  suffiL-ient  a^urance 
tiiat  what  tliey  do  will  hu  fiir  tlicir  own  advant^i<:e.  It  is 
not  even  indiepeiisahic  to  adopt  j>crpetiiity  as  tliu  rnlc* ;  lou^ 
leases  at  niothrralf  renti*,  like  Ihoso  of  the  Waste  Land 
Society,  would  euffieo,  if  a  pros]>cct  wore  held  out  to  tlie 
farmers  of  bein«^  allowwl  to  pnrchaso  their  farms  with  the 
capital  wliieh  they  might  acquire,  us  the  Siwiety's  tenants 
were  so  rapidly  nequirinji;  iindur  the  influence  of  its  benefi- 
cent sytitein.*  H'lirn  the  hinds  wi-rif  sohl,  tlie  funds  of  t!io 
Mnociation  would  be  liberated,  and  it  luij^ht  reeommcucc 
Qpemtionb  in  sonic  other  iinarter. 

§  9.  Thus  far  I  had  written  in  1856.  I  have  not 
chaiiprd  any  of  the  njunioiis  I  then  exprei*(*etl.  Ihtt  I  fi-el 
that  they  are  no  longer  susceptible  of  jjractical  applieatiun. 
The  new  etatc  of  things  created  in  Ireland  by  the  vast  de- 
CTcaw:  of  her  populatiun,  and  by  ihu  cftL-cts  uf  that  greatest 
of  boons  ever  conferred  on  her  by  any  Govenirncnt,  tlic 
Encumbered  Estates  Act,  Ii:ib  rendered  the  introduction,  on 

*  Though  this  society,  during  thi-  yvAva  mcc(w«tiiig  titc  fMrnlDc,  wis  forced  M 
wind  u])  iu  afTuint,  Uic  locuur*  uf  wlMt  it  Kt.i.'uiiip1is)H.-(J  uu};lit  to  be  preserrcd. 
Thn  rulltraiiiE  Ik  ui  rxtnt-t  tii  tliv  rruwriliii^  of  Lonl  Ek-ron^i  ConniMon 
(fugc  mu  fittiii  lUf  T^purt  mu(k'  to  the  Mcielj  in  1S4S,  bj  Lhnr  LnteUijjmit 
nuHiA^>r,  ColiiiK'l  RiiliinMiQ:— 

"Two  buRtlrvd  um]  fortr  fiTt-  teiiitnts,  tDiny  of  whom  were  a  few  year*  anee 
In  n  Mote  tKirdtfrlof;  on  jMiipiMii-m,  tliL>  oiviiitivrA  of  einiil]  htildis^  uf  from  ten  hi 
twrntT  p1«Dtitton  ><Tiii  rarh,  bavc,  hj  ilinr  own  free  Uhour,  with  the  wtcirlj-'d 
aid,  improred  th«ir  farms  to  the  value  of  43961. ;  UOftf.  baring  been  addod  dur- 
ing the  livt  Tear,  bcinp  at  tho  rale  of  17/.  18*.  per  l<^ani  for  tli«  witolu  lemi, 
atirl  ii.  thr.  fnr  tlif  (Ktit  year;  i]i<^  lienelil  of  wtiitT)!  tniprovonii'nU  rat^li  teikwil 
will  «^0T  durin;*  lb*.-  uiK-xpircd  tt^mi  of  a  tliirtT-oiip  rmr*'  \vaM'. 

"TI1CW  24tt  l?njnt.«  and  tlieir  families  hare,  hjpjui'lr  uiiliL-<irT,  iv<-Iaini'!t]  and 
limiifhl  into  (.tillirntinn  t0S2  plnnfaiiuD  acres  of  laod,  [Krrioiwly  un|>n«liK-tira 
rooimtatn  ita«tr,  ttpmi  which  lh<-T  rt^'W,  ImbI  juar,  rnipN  Tnlmtl  liv  compelenl 
practical  p(>nc>Dfl  nt  Sxno/.,  hvinf^  tn  llw  proportion  of  Is/.  IR*.  cacb  trnAnt;  and 
th«r  live  atock,  conrirtlnit  of  ouilc,  llor8e^  dMcp,  and  plp>,  now  acluidly  upon 
tliif  oataU^  ill  Tal(i«<l,  ocfwdlu^  W  iIm*  prcxttt  ^nurs.  o(  \Xu-  nv\'^S-Ay\'nn.<!,  ^las- 
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a  lai^  Bciilo,  of  tlie  Kii;;li&li  apk-iiltuml  pj-stcin  for  llio 
tinio  pofiiilbk*  ill  that  cuiinlrj.     llie  prudent  popiitutinn 
Irelund  is  now  not  greater  than  can  be  supporled  on  thi 
ii\»tvni  in  u  btutu  ut'  conilnrt  probably  cipml  tu  Uie  nverm 
lot  of  Kiiglitih  I'artii  labourers.    Tlic  general  iiiiprovi-inuit 
Agricultnrc!  is  aln^ady  most  fntriking ;    an<i    the   improve 
scale  of  subsistence  tvhioh  is  now  becumiiifr  Imbitnal  lo  tl 
]ico]>le,  tojjetber  with   the  familiarity  they   have  nww 
quired  wilh  the  resoun.'O  of  expalriulion,  will  priihably  pr 
vent  thorn  for  a  considerable  time  from  rclapsiiij^,  tliroi 
improvident    multipliration,   into    thoir   former    dcf^rrath 
slate.     Ireland,  therefore^  is  not  now  in  a  coinlition  to 
quire  what  are  called  heroic  remedies.    TIio  lienctits  to  thi 
cMuntrv  of  peasant   inrqtriL-torehip  woiihl   be   a^  grcAt 
ever  ;  hut  they  are  no  longer  indibpcnsable  ;  a  prospect  )u 
opened  to  her  of  making  a  great  advance  in  civilizatiol 
witbont  that   aid.     But  thoui^h  she  can  miw  ilo  withoot 
pcaBuat-properties,  she  cannct  do  without  the  total  cxtinc« 
tion  of  cottier  teniiney.     Unices  that  is  rooted  out,  tlie 
whole  frnits  of  the  improvement  now  in  course  of  htu 
elFeeted,    will    be   ami   remain   preearious.     Tlie   hipsc 
an<»thcr  generation  will  show  whether  the  landlords  of  Ii 
!;uh1,  now  weetled  of  the  recklt-fts  and  bankvupt  pttrtion  whi 
formerly  hold  so  much  of  the  land,  und  recruited  by  tlil 


keM,  Rt-()'^*/.,  orwiihh  |.in4/.  him  Tiran  added  miee  Fi-l>ni«r.r,  lR«4.bdn(( 
Uie  rate  of  Ifit.  lU-t,  fur  lliv  u)i(il«  jwrind,  niul   Ti/,  flc  fur  tlHr  Im4  ye*r;  duril 
wbicb  time  llM-ir  vtock  tiait  lliiu  increued  in  value  a  sum  i>*|iial  ki  Uirir 
lutnuu)  reiil;  nu<l   tiv  Uic  atatisUnI  UbU»  and  it^tumij  rpfrmfl  to  in  praviniHr' 
nporlft,  tl  iit  prfivfid  thnt  th<>  toniinU,  in  Jtonrral,  improve  Uidr  Utile  lAtiirt,  Aail 
bcrcv  itii-ir  (-iiliiratioi)  aiid  crofix,  in  n«vl?'  dvrrot  proportion  to  ilic  oiini1)ei 
ornvniliiMi'  wurkinf;  pi-r^ms  of  both  !<cic»,  oC  wbieh  their  futiilira  conaiM." 

Tlwn'  caiiiint  In*  u  «mi!p?r  li-:4iiniiny  l*>  Uie  wi|M?rior  ininimt  of  |;ra>B|  aiiJ 
fxen  of  tipt  prodoco,  mm-'}  b>  frmoll  fiiniiiiig  uudcr  aii.v  tolcnilpU'  t^tUrm  o( 
Uittln)   Icniirf;  ntiil    it  b  «-i>f1liT  uf  nlu-nfinn   lliat    tlic    induiflrT  and   toil  we 
gmitt-vt  ariifini;  lliv  MiinlltT  litdiU'ra;  rulutn-l  ItutMiiMin  niitk'in^,  u  (MtiH-plioni  i 
llic  ronaHcablf  nnd  ni|iid   (imp^jtA  of  iuiprovitmnil,  (miiiik  I'-nanln  otIhi  » 
"orcnpiuibi  nf  litrgcr  fiivnu  tliAii  twenty  ucrn,  a  clim  too  oncii  delirirnt  in 
cndarlug  induatcy  iudigpcuublc  tor  ibc  8uci.-«t»nil  proecc-utioQ  of  mouutajn 
pivrcmait*." 
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8ul>t$tUudoii  of  a  moru  moral  an<l  mteUi;rf>nt  cIoas,  will 
improve  Uiu  opp(jrtiiiiily  by  the  eucc^^t^Hful  a(xoin|ilt.<ihiiifiit 
iff  tliift  the  oiJy  real,  permanent,  and  radical  rct'omi  in  the 
firtcial  economy  of  that  Unig-siiHV^rin|r  fuuntry. 

I  have  coiicludt'd  a  diri(-us»ion,  which  lias  ot'cnpicd  a 
fipaoe  almoHt  difproporttoiiod  to  the  diiuenfiiona  of  this 
work  ;  and  I  here  clot-e  the  examination  of  those  el!iii>UT 
fonns  of  social  nrouomy  in  which  the  jinidiiee  of  the  laiid 
cither  heUmj^  nndivido<Ily  to  one  cla&B,  or  is  shared  only 
between  two  classes.  We  now  proree<!  to  the  hypothesis 
of  a  threefold  divitiion  of  the  )>roducc,  among  labourers, 
landlords,  and  capitalists ;  and  in  onler  to  connect  the  com- 
ir)^  distmssions  as  closely  as  fH^Bslblc  w^ith  those  which  tiavc 
now  for  some  time  occupied  ns,  I  shall  commence  with  tlie 
ftubjcet  of  Wages, 


CHAPTER   XI. 


OF  WAGES. 


§  1.     rm»En  the  heftd  of  Wagoe  are  to  bo  considered^] 
/ffiTfiti  the  catisoti  wli'icth  determine  or  influence  tlie  wages  of 
(  labi>ur  gcnemlly,  and  aecondly,  the  diffcreiiceij  that  exkt 
TK-'tweeii  tJie  waj|;es  ut'  dillerent  onphj^uifnts.     It  ie  cunre-l 
iiiout  to  keep  these  two  cIosbcs  of  coneideration:)  ecpantte;] 
and  in  discussing  the  law  of  wages,  to  jH*o(-*eed  in  the  firBt] 
instance  ns  if  tlicre  were  no  oTht.T  kind  of  lahoar  than  com- 
mon iint<killed  labuiir,  of  the  HVi-rage  degree  (#  liardneee  am 
d  isii^rcciiblun  eso. 

AVag«8,  like  other  thinjjs,  may  Tic  rcgnlatcd  citlicr  by 
ronipetition  or  by  cu«tom.  In  this  conntry  there  arc  few 
kinds  of  labotir.  of  which  the  rcuinncralion  would  not  boj 
lower  than  it  i»,  if  the  employer  ti_H>k  the  full  advantiifi^of 
eonipeliLion.  Cc)rii|H*tilion,  howevtr,  must  be  repinlcd,  in 
the  present  state  of  Boeiety,  as  the  principal  regulator  of 
wapcB,  and  c-iistom  or  individual  i-haracter  only  as  a  modi-J 
lying  ciruumatancc,  und  tlmt  in  a  connniratively  slight 
dcf^-eo. 

Wages,  then,  depend  mainly  upim  the  demand  aiw 
supply  of  labour;  or,«6  it  is  often  expressed,  on  the  propor- 
tion between  populaliou  and  cApitoL  By  {ropulation 
here  meant  the  niniiber  only  of  the  labtmrin};  clads,  oi 
rather  of  tho^e  who  work  for  hire;  and  by  capital,  onli 
clrrnhitin^  capital,  and  not  even  the  whnle  of  tliat,  but  tlu 
part  which  is  eip^^ndod  in  the  direct  purchase  of  lubourij 
To  tJnV,  huwcver,  mufil  \tc  ai\vW»i  tt,V\  (wwW  which^  witltnul 
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fonning  a  part  ot  oa|'iial,  are  pniJ  in  cxcliange  fur  lahniir. 
Bocii  ]L«  tliu  wa^es  of  Bttldierti,  tlomcBtic  ^erfuntt^  itiid  iil) 
other  wnprwliictivo  labourtTS.  lliere  is  uufurtuiiatcty  »o 
innde  nf  fxprftwiiicf  l»y  nno  r:inii)inr  tfnii^  thi;  aj:<;rejrate  of 
what  may  ho  i:aIli-J  tliu  wagLtj-fund  uf  a  L-uimtrv  :  and  as 
the  wages  of  productive  labour  form  nearly  the  whole  of 
lliat  fund,  it  i>>  usual  tu  cvorlook  tlie  linmllur  and  \ve»  import 
taut  pAft,  uud  to  eaj  tliat  wages  depend  on  population  and 
e^iital.  It  vill  be  eonvi-nient  to  emj>luy  ihiA  oxprc«uon, 
roraciuberin^,  however,  to  eon^itk-r  it  m  elli[)tii>ul,  and  not 
as  a  literal  statement  of  the  entire  triitli. 

'With  tht«e  liiiiitatioim  of  tlio  terms,  wn^cs  not  only 
depend  ujhiu  the  relative  amount  of  ea]>ital  luul  population, 
but  eatuiot,  under  tlic  nde  of  eojn]»ctiti<m,  l>e  jifllettKl  hy 
anything  else.  Wii^cft  (uiuauin^,  of  course,  the  general 
rate)  eannot  ri(<e,  but  by  an  increase  of  the  a^jgiv^ale  funds 
euiployud  in  hin'ng  labourers,  or  a  diminution  iu  the  mun- 
ber  of  the  eompetitoi-s  fur  hij-u;  nor  fall,  except  either  by  a 
diminutiun  of  the  fiuids  devoted  to  payinp  labour,  or  hy  ait 
ineren^  iu  the  nuiuber  of  labourere  to  be  paid. 

§  2.  Tliero  are,  however,  some  fact*  in  apparent  con- 
tradiction to  this  doctrine,  which  it  \a  ineumbeut  on  ns  to 
consider  and  explain. 

For  iiMtance,  it  is  a  common  saying  tliat  wa<:ea  are  high 
when  trade  is  good.  The  demand  for  labour  in  any  par* 
tieular  employment  is  more  pressing,  and  higher  wages  are 
paid,  wlu-n  there  is  a  brisk  demand  tor  the  commodity  pro- 
duced ;  and  the  contrary  when  there  is  what  is  called  a 
atagiiatiou :  then  workpeople  aro  dl^raiiuuxl,  and  those  who 
are  retAiocd  must  submic  to  a  reduction  of  wages:  though 
iu  these  cases  there  is  neither  mon>  nor  less  capital  than  be- 
fore. This  is  tnie;  and  is  one  of  those  compliratioii*  in  the 
concrete  phenomena,  which  obscure  and  disguise  the  opora- 
tiou  of  genenil  causes ;  but  it  Ib  not  really  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  laid  down.  Capital  which  the  owner  does 
not  employ  in   purrh»fing  labour,  lint  Lecf^>s   idle  in  his 


Iiaiidts  iH  tlir  »kmc  thing  tn  tliu  lalxnirurs,  for  the  tirne  heing* 
iiii  it' it  did  not  exirtt.     AH  capital  i^,  imui  the  variittioim  of 
trado,  oc(Ta£ionalljk'  in  this  atatc.     A  maim  fact  urer,  tindi 
a  slack  dt'inaiid  for  his  comiiifMlitv,  f<»rItearB  to  t-mploy  la- 
bourers in  increasing  a  siAxk  which  he-  tindd  it  ditticuU  to 
diapoBc  of;  or  if  be  goes  on  until  all  his  capital  is  lock 
up  in  iinM>ld  goods,  then  at  luatit  he  mn^t  of  necpRsity  pan* 
until  he  (^an  f^t  paid  for  gome  of  them.    But  no  one  ex]»eeta 
either  of  tliese  states  to  be  permanent ;  if  he  did,  he  wonld 
at  the  first  ojtpirtunity  remove  his  capital  to  aomu  other 
occupation,  in  which  it  would  still  continue  (o  employ  la- 
bour.    Tlie  capital  remama  unemployed  for  a  time,  during 
wliicli  tlie  labour  market  is  overstocked,  and  wages  tall. 
AftcrwardB  the  demand  revives,  an<l  perhajis  becomes  nn- 
UAiially  brisk,  enaliliiii;  the  nianufaetnrer  to  sell  his  coni 
inodity  oven  faster  than  he  can  produce  it :  his  whole  capi 
tal  is  Ilien  britn^iit  into  cimiplete  efficiency,  and  if  he  is  ab! 
he  borrows  cHpital  in  ad<lit!uu,  whitrh  would  otherwise  liar 
XDuc  into  some  other  employment.     At  such  times  wagoa» 
in  his  partieular  occnpalinn,  rise.     If  we  Bnpi»i>se,  what  in 
btricliiCHS  iu  not  abftolntely  impossible,  that  <^tnc  of  these  fits 
of  hriskneitfl  or  of  stagnation  should  ail'ect  all  occupations  at 
the  sanic  Lime,  wage*  altoj^ctlicr  miglit  undergo  a  rise  or  a 
fall.    These,  iiowcver,  arc  but  tempoi-ary  fluctnations:  the 
capital  now  lying  idle  will  next  year  be  in  active  oinploy 
nieut,  that  which  is  this  year  unable  to  keep  up  witJi  th 
lemand  will  iu  its  tuiii  be  locked  up  in  ci-uwUed  wurt'houscs^j 
h1  wages  in  these  several  departments  will  ebb  and  fio 
Bcc<>nlin>^ly  :  but  nothinj:?  can  permanently  alter  general 
wages,  except  an  itiei-oasc  or  n  dimiimtion  of  ca|>ital  itself 
(always  meaning  by  the  term,  the  funds  of  all  sorts,  dei>tia 
for  the  payment  of  labour)  compared  with  tlio  quantity  of 
lalwuir  offering  itself  t-o  be  hirc^d. 

Again,  it  is  another  common  notion  that  high 
make  higli  wnges ;  liecnnse  the  producers  and  dealers,  bcin 
belter  oH",  can  aOord  to  pay  more  to  thoir  labourers.    I  havo 
already  said  that  a  brisk  deuumdj  which  causes  temporary 
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H  in-ices,  causes  iileo  teinj>orary  liigli  wages.     But  liigli 

in  lliemselveB,  I'uii  only  raiee  wages  it"  tho  dealers, 

?eiviug  mure,  arc  induued  tu  save  moru,  und  moke  an 

"addition  to  ilioir  capital,  or  at  leant  to  tlieir  jmrciiiti^es  of 

iboiir.     lliib  is  induud  likt-Iy  unoti<^l(  to  bo  the  vhah  ;  and 

rthe  high  prices  came  direct  tioiu  Leaven,  or  cTcn  from 

iroad«  tlm  lahoiirinj;  ulaaa  ml^jht  Iw  benefited,  not  hy  tho 

rji  prices  tliL'Uigelvcs,  but  by  the  increase  ut*  capital  oo- 

tioncd  by  tlicni.    Xlie  same  effect,  however,  is  often  nt- 

ibntcd  Ui  a  hitfh  price  whicli  is  tlic  result  of  restrictive 

tws.  or  which  is  in  wmie  way  or  other  to  be  juiid  by  the 

miitnin^  nicnibcrs  of  tliu  coiritii unity ;  they  having  no 

gi'eatoi'  means  than  before  to  pay  it  with.     High  jtrices  of 

thiflsort,  if  they  benefit  one  class  of  liibonrers,  can  only  do* 

w  at  Uie  exjiense  of  others ;  Binee  if  the  ilcalem  by  recuiving 

xh  prices  arc  ouahlud  to  make  greater  savings,  or  otbcr- 

sc  increase  their  purchases  of  labour,  all  otlior  i>eople  by 

iug  tlioee  high  pri^-es  liave  their  means  of  saving,  ur  of 

ri-hiuing  lalwmr,  reduced  in  an  equal  degree  ;  and  it  ia  a 

latter  of  accident  whellier  the  one  alleratioti  or  the  other 

rill  have  tJn*  great(wt  eJiect  on  tin?  labour  niiu-kct.     WnguB 

will  probably  bo  temporarily  higher  in  tho  employment  in- 

lich  prices  Imvc  risen,  and  somewhat  lower  in  other  em- 

)yuient«:  in  wliich  case,  wbile  the  tiit^l  half  of  the  phe- 

kuienon  exciles  notiet*.  the  other  is  generally  overlookwU 

if  obwrveH,  is  not  ascribed  to  the  cause  which  i-eally 

reduced  it.     Nor  will  the  partial  rise  of  wages  last  long: 

though  the  dealers  lu  that  one  employment  gain  more, 

[docfi  not  follow  that  there  is  ro»>m  to  employ  a  greater 

lonnt  of  savings  in  their  own  bustni>sf; :  their  increiiping 

pitttl  will  probably  flow  over  into  oilier  employmenti, 

thero  counterbalance  the  diminution  previously  made 

hu  demand  for  labour  hy  the  diminished  siivinga  of  other 

eei*. 

Anolhur  opinion  often  muntained  is,  that  wages  (mean* 

of  eonrw?  mono^'  wages)  vary  with  the  price  of  foiid  ; 

ing  when  it  rises,  and  falling  when  it  falls.    This  opinion 
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is,  I  conceive,  onlj  partiftUy  true ;  ixiiu  in  po  lur  jis  tnie," 
no  W(iy  aft'ec'tfl  tlie  riepcnclenco  of  wages  on  tlie  proportion 
between  4;apitiil  ani]  labour:  since  ihc  price  of  food,  when 
it  iiffLi'tB  wiige*  ill  Jill,  ftilwU  them  thniiijrli  tlist  law.  Dear 
or  c'lieap  iofxl  eaiihetl  hy  vwicty  ul'  scaiioiib  doutt  not  Afreet 
wages  (unlcsB  they  arc  ariifieially  ntljueted  to  it  by  law  0^^ 
cliarity):  or  ralher,  it  haa  soiiie  tLMi'icncy  to  affect  tliem  in 
the  contrary  way  to  that.  «tippo6cd ;  sinee  in  tiiocs  of  teurcity 
people  generally  conijictc  uiore  violently  for  oniploymoot, 
and  lower  tlic  labour  market  against  tbeniBclves.  But  dear- 
ne&s  or  chcapnct^  of  food,  when  of  a  permanent  character, 
and  capable  of  being  calculated  on  bdbreliandf  may  affect 
wages.  In  the  fii-st  place,  if  the  laboiirei-s  have,  as  is  oAen 
'tbo  case,  no  more  than  enou<;h  to  Icerj)  them  in  working 
condition  and  enable  tlicni  bart'ly  to  support  the  ordinary 
nnnibcr  of  children,  it  follows  that  if  food  gi-ows  jx-rmar 
neiitly  dearer  without  a  line  of  wages,  a  preatiT  number  of 
the  childnai  will  prematurely  die;  and  thna  wages  will 
nltimately  be  higher,  but  only  beeaueo  the  number  of  peo- 
ple will  be  smaller,  Uian  if  f*HHi  btui  remained  ehcap.  But, 
seeomlly,  even  tliongli  wtige^  M'ere  high  enough  to  admit 
of  food's  becoming  moru  costly  without  depriving  tho  In- , 
boun-rs  and  their  families  of  necessaries  ;  though  they  could 
bear*  physically  speaking,  to  be  worse  otV,  jMrhaps  they 
"would  not  consent  to  be  00.  They  might  have  babita  of 
comfort  M-hieh  were  to  them  as  necessarits.  and  sooner  than 
forego  which,  they  would  put  an  additional  restniiut  on 
tbeir  jiower  of  niultipliealiun ;  so  that  wagca  would  rise, 
^  not  by  increase  of  deaths  but  by  diminution  of  births,  la 
^  these  eases,  tlicn,  wagc^  do  adapt  tlicmsclves  to  the  price 
of  food,  though  after  an  interval  of  almost  a  generation.  Mr. 
Kicardo  considers  these  two  eases  to  comprehend  all  cases. 
Uu  assuitu's,  that  there  is  everywhere  a  minimum  rate  of  1 
wages;  eiflici*  the  lowest  with  which  it  is  jihysically  poa-j 
¥i\Ae  tx>  keep  up  tlie  jKipulatioti,  or  tbo  lowcfit  with  whicliJ 
the  people  will  choose  to  do  so.  To  this  minimnm  he  a&-\ 
iumep  that  the  genenU  rate  of  wages  always  Icndb;  Uiati 
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tlicy  can  never  Tic  lower,  boyonil  the  length  of  time  required 
for  a  diiiiitiislied  rate  of  irien«se  to  niukc  itMilf  It-It,  and  can 
nercr  long  mintlnue  higtior.  This  assumption  contains  BufH- 
cient  ti'iilh  t<t  render  it  admifisililo  for  the  piirjK)sc»  of  al»* 
etraot  R-ieiicL' ;  and  the  (runuliihiun  wiiieh  Mr.  Kicardo  draws 
from  hy  namely,  thnt  tvojj^«  in  ihe  long  run  rise  and  fall 
with  the  pcnnant'iit  price  of  ftxMl,  is,  like  almost  all  hli  con- 
clusions, true  hyitothetit'ally,  tluit  is,  grantinjj  tlie  supposi- 
tiune  fmin  which  he  frets  out.  But  in  tlic  ap))lication  to 
practice,  it  is  necess-ary  to  consider  that  the  niininiam  of 
which  he  itpeaki;,  ei*i»cclally  when  it  m  nut  a  physii^U,  but 
what  may  be  termed  a  moral  uiiuinium,  ir  itself  liable  to 
vary.  Jf  waj^es  were  previiiUBJy  eo  high  that  they  could 
hear  reduction,  to  which  the  ol^tacle  was  a  high  gtandai'd 
of  comfort  habitnal  among  the  labourers,  a  riso  of  the  price 
of  food,  or  any  other  dii«a<lvaiitagc<:ius  chango  in  their  cir- 
cnnistanceft,  may  operate  iu  two  ways :  it  may  correct  itwif 
by  a  rise  of  wages,  brought  about  through  a  gruduul  eHi*ct 
on  tho  ]>ru(luntial  chct:k  tu  populutiou  ;  or  it  may  pcmia- 
nently  lower  the  standar*!  of  living  of  the  closfl,  in  case  their 
previous  habits  iti  rc»[>ect  of  population  prove  stronger  tlian 
tlteir  previous  habits  in  respect  of  comfort.  In  tfiat  cue 
the  injury  tUmw  to  them  will  bo  permanent,  and  their  do- 
terioratcd  cuhditiun  will  Ixxrome  a  new  minimum,  tending 
to  perpetuate  itself  aa  the  more  ample  minimnm  did  before. 
It  iu  to  be  fcannl  that  of  the  two  moi)u»  iu  whii'h  tlie  canw* 
may  operate,  tho  last  is  tlio  most  fntiuent,  or  at  all  evetij*"^^ 
sufli«!iently  so,  in  render  all  propo-gitions  ascribing  a  self- 
repairing  quality  to  the  calamitictt  wltieli  befalltlic  labom- 
iug  classtitt,  practically  of  no  validity.  There  ie  congidcrablo 
evidence  tliat  the  circumstancct)  of  the  agricultural  lutrounsrs 
in  England  have  more  than  once  in  onr  history  sutitainLil 
great  ])iTmaucnt  deterioration,  from  causes  which  operated 
by  diminishing  tJie  dcnmtid  for  labonr,  and  whifh.  if  popu- 
lation had  exerciricd  its  |k)«i'r  of  selfadjustment  in  ubcdl- 
once  to  the  previous  staniJard  of  comfort,  could  only  havo 
had  a  tcm^ioniry  utl'ect:  but  unhappily  the  i>ovcrty  in  which 
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tlio  flues  wns  jiliinge<l  during  a  long  6t'n\»  of  vcars  liroti^ 
thaf  prerUmaittandurd  into  dimi^*;  and  tliu  nt>xt  generation, 
growing  up  without  Imviiig  jtosscfieed  tbuse  pristine  com' 
forts,  miiUiplied  iu  turn  "n-itbunt  any  attempt  to  rctriorer^H 

Tlie  converse  case  occurs  wlien,  by  improveroonts  in  npn- 
ciillun:,  tht  repeal  of  corn  laws,  ur  other  suidi  cauacti,  tiie 
neccsftarioi;  of  the  hibourers  arc  cbeapeHed,  and  tbt-y  arc 
enabled  with  tlit^  Bairiu  wagi^  to  coniiiiand  greater  comforts 
than  bi:forc.  Wages  will  nut  tall  i  mined  lately ;  it  \i  ovcu 
]H«siblc  that  they  niiiy  riso  ;  but  they  will  fidl  at  laal,  so  us 
lu  leave  the  labourers  no  belter  ofl"  than  before,  unie-ss  dur- 
ing this  interval  of  prosperity  the  standard  of  comfort  re-. 
garded  as  indisjMMisahle  by  the  elaaa,  U  permanently  raiiwd. 
Uiifortunately  this  salutary  cfl'ect  is  by  no  means  to  Uj 
roiinted  npon :  it  is  a  mncb  more  dilfieult  tiling  to  ralsR, 
than  to  liiwer,  tbri  wale  of  living  wldeli  the  labonrera  wHl 
uoiii^idcr  as  nvire  iudt^]K*n:iable  than  marrying  and  luiving 
a  family.  If  they  content  tlieinttelves  with  enjoying  the 
greater  eonifort  while  it  lasti*,  but  do  not  learn  to  rwjijiru 
it.  they  will  jjeople  down  to  their  old  scale  of  living.  Jf 
from  poverty  their  children  had  previously  been  insiiffl- 
eiently  fed  or  improperly  nursed,  a  greater  number  will 
now  be  rearwJ,  and  iLu  tromjietltion  of  thede,  when  they 
grow  up,  will  dopreits  wagon,  probably  in  full  proportion 
to  the  greater  eheiii)nea«  of  f(KHl,  If  the  effect  is  not  pr<»- 
dueed  in  this  ra<-Kle,  it  will  be  produeed  by  earlier  and  more 
numerous  marriage*,  or  by  an  increased  number  of  birtlis 
to  n  marriiige.  Aceording  to  all  experience,  a  great  in- 
crease invariably  takes  \thuv  iu  Ibe  number  of  marriages, 
in  seasons  of  cheap  food  and  full  em]>loymerit  I  cannot, 
therefore,  agree  in  the  importance  so  oHien  attached  to  the 


'  *  Si-o  tilt!  Iittiorkdl  fkirtch  at  Ibc  nmiliiiirn  of  llii*  Fiv^ltrii  |tsikMnlt7,  pi«- . 
ptirt'd  froca  the  beMt  auUioritics  by  Mr.  W'llluin  Thnmlmi,  iti   lil^  wmk  entitled 
Ovtr-Popii/itliott  atiil  tl*  /imir-lt/ :  a  work  li»aour&1i|y  <luiliu^bliol  fnini  hmmA 
otbcn wMoh  luiv<!  Itirn  i>tjl>li*4i<-<)  In  iIh-  piTM>nl  n'-niTotion.  hr  jt^  nitiuutil  tiw(> 
jBBUl  of  qucsdotis  BlTcctiog  the  wDiMnuk«l  ooiKliiiou  uftlic  Ulwunag  i 


ropcnl  of  tlio  corn  laws,  considered  mcrelj  as  ft  Ulxmrur's 
question,  or  ti>  any  of*  the  6<'!ieines,  of  wliich  eoino  ono  or 
other  16  at  all  times  in  vi^uc,  for  inukin^  the  lul>uurcrfl  a 
very  little  better  otf.  Tilings  wliieli  only  atVwt  thcni  a  very 
little,  make  nu  permunenl  inii>n>«ioti  tij'un  thi-tr  Imlfits  and 
requircnientih,  and  they  soun  slide  back  into  their  furnier 
elate.  To  jirotluec  per  man  out  adviinta^e,  the  letnpomry 
can^*  operating;  upon  them  mu&t  Ihj  gullieieut  to  make  a 
^reat  ehange  Jn  their  eondition — a  ehaiigc  Biieh  as  will  he 
fc'k  for  luuny  ycait),  nutwitlii^landiiig  any  htiumluB  which  it 
nniy  give  during  one  generation  to  the  inerease  of  people. 
When,  indeed,  the  improvement  is  of  this  Hignal  charaeter, 
and  a  generation  grows  up  which  has  always  been  used  to 
an  improved  ncule  of  comfort,  the  liahil8  uf  this  new  gener- 
ation in  respect  to  population  become  formed  uj"on  a  higlier 
minimum,  and  the  inipruvenient  in  their  condition  Imkhhucs 
permanent.  Of  eases  in  point,  the  mo:»t  n.-markable  U  France 
after  the  lievitliilion.  Tlie  nrajoHly  of  the  pujtulaliun  being 
suddenly  raised  from  misery  to  independeurc  and  eumpnra- 
tive  C4imfort,  the  immediate  eflect  was  that  |>opulutiiin, 
notwithstanding  tlic  destruetivc  wars  uf  the  j)eriod,  started 
forwanl  with  unexampled  rapidit}',  partly  because  improved 
circimistances  enabled  many  children  to  be  rcnrcl  who 
would  olherwiri©  have  died,  and  jjartly  from  iuerease  of 
births.  The  succeeding  generation  however  grew  np  with 
habits  considerably  altered ;  and  thnngh  the  country  was 
nevi!r  Iteforu  in  im>  pnispei-oiib  a  state,  the  annual  number 
of  births  is  now  nearly  stationary,*  and  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation extremelv  slow-t 


f  A  »inilLir,  thoDK't  nut  in  ninol  improvoinciit  in  iho  stondiird  of  living  u>ok 
ptnov  Binoiii;  Uic  Uboutvn  of  Eiit;1»nd  durtliR  Ibo  n>nurkah1«  flltv  yftin  front 
I7in  tit  KM,  whiofa  wer«  dutttnfc^uhMt  )>y  ituch  *a  vxlriHmliiMrv  fiiK-Ktsoiou  iiT 
flot'  liurvc9«li*  (Uiv  ream  of  tlccitlM  ik'flcicoey  not  excevdinK  l)<rL>  in  all  ttuU 
ptTliHl)  tlmt  llii;  avi'ni;:i;  prifc  nf  vrhftil  ilnrin};  ihow  yvnr*  *ii«  mucli  lowtir  tbu 
diirlni;  till-  ))r\'TimiH  lulf  i.xtiturT.  Mr.  VnlUuiPt  runipuliv  llutl  tin  tJir  nvcrtigc  of 
|»ly  jiiuK  pni'»'dUig  1720,  lln-  InlMXitcr  piwld  {Kin-li.it^  witli  ■  daj*'))  toniinm 
|lj>  two-tliinla  of  a  peck  of  wlicat,  v Idle  Train  I72i>tu  17&0  liv  cunld  putvlu 
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§  3.  Wagi-s  Jfjwiu],  flien,  on  ihc  proportion  hi:\\f*i 
tlic  number  of  tliK  Inhoiiring  |H>])iiliition,  and  Uiu  eupitHl  or 
other  funds  devoted  lo  the  pim-lmse  of  litboar  j  we  wilH 
8:iy,  for  shortnuss,  the  capilnl.  It'  wages  ure  higher  at  one 
time  or  plnco  than  at  another,  if  the  subsistcuL'tj  tiiid  fom- 
fort  of  the  c\i%s»  uf  hired  laU^urcrs  are  more  ample,  it  ii  fori 
no  other  reason  than  because  capital  bears  a  greater  pro* 
]>ort:iun  to  {Wpnlation.  It  is  not  the  abeolnte  amoiuit  of 
uecuinulation  or  of  production,  that  is  of  importance  to  the 
labouring  chiss;  it  is  not  the  amount  even  of  the  fonds 
destined  for  distribution  among  the  labourer? :  it  is  the 
proportion  between  those  funds  and  the  nurabors  among 
whom  tlu',y  are  shared,     llie  t^ndition  of  the  class  can  be 

1  bettered  in  no  other  way  tlian  by  altering  that  proportion 
to  tlieir  advantAgo :  and  every  Bchemc  for  their  U.'nefit, 
which  does  not  proueed  on  this  as  iU  foundation,  ie,  for  ftll 
l>ennanent  pur]H(Be3,  a  deliii^ion. 

In  countries  like  North  America  and  the  Anstrftliaii 
eolonies,  where  the  knowledge  and  arts  of  civilised  life, 
and  a  high  effective  desire  of  accumulation,  co-exist  with  a 
biMindK')^  extent  of  un<Hr('tipicd  land,  the  growth  of  capital 
easily  keeps  pace  with  the  utmost  possible  increase  of  jxipn- 
lation,  and  \a  chiefly  relanled  by  the  impracttcttbility  of 
obtaining  lahourui-s  enough.  All,  tlierefore,  who  can  poa- 
fiibly  be  born,  can  find  employment  without  ovcrstocldngi 
the  nnirkot;  every  labouring  fnmily  enjoys  in  abimdance 
the  necctisanes,  many  of  the  <^mfort!),  and  soineoftho  luxu-j 

N  wbolo  pnrk.  The  nwnf'o  price  of  wheat,  Kccorttiog  to  the  Eton  uiiUti,  Tor' 
fift3r7p«r«  ending  with  1115,  wu  HI».  7|<t  Uic  ([aarlcr,  mul  Tiir  ihc  Imi  mt-nty- 
dirw  of  thi^ic,  45«,  8d.,  while  Tor  tho  iiflr  yi'nw  folliwiup,  it  wa«  nu  lotjiv  Umo 
SiK.  III/.  So  Li'ioiiiili-ratili*  an  iKifin)vvfru.-nl  in  lite  (■omliiiiin  of  Ihr  IklMittriu;; 
cliuti,  thutiifii  nrl^int;  fnim  t)ii*  aoi>i<]i-ntA  of  .seAsoiu,  ti't  coDtinuiii)*  fur  tuorc  iImui 
I  genoratiun,  had  iimt>  tfi  work  a  cliati;*!.-  id  tlto  ItahiiUftl  rft^iilrciiit'tiln  uf  Uit 
Ul>oiiriDf;  cUm -  tntl  itiU  perJMl  ia  jtlnnis  nori-d  lut  lliv  ilal'/ nl' "«  nmrkitl  iin- 
pmrvt»t.'ai  of  the  lualtly  of  ihtf  foot!  c<)nFimi««],  ami  a  «lrrii)i>il  elvVKtion  id  tijit 
■toDilard  of  tUrir  comrort^  and  cotivruii^iict.'^.'' — IMitltliUJt,  Prinrifilt*  of  Pofilital 
IieiiH<MMy,  p.  ^25.)  Kor  Uii;  dianurtrr  of  the  p^-rioJ.  sec  Mr.  Tooke's  cici'lltMit 
Jtltlury  r-f  Prict*,  vol.  t.  p(i.  38  tu  HI,  abd  for  tlir  pnt-nt  uf  com,  ttw  AjijwdUu, 
to  UiMt  work.  I 
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rice  of  life  ;  and,  unices  in  eufic  uf  in<livi(luat  luiscondiK:!,  or 
actual  inability  to  work,  poverty  does  not,  and  dqwndence 
needs  not,  uxist.  A  similar  advantage,  though  in  a  lees 
degree,  ie  oeensiunally  enjoyed  by  w>ino  fipccial  elaf^s  of  la- 
Iwurcrs  in  old  runntried,  from  an  extraordinary  riipid 
growth,  not  of  capital  generally,  but  of  the  capital  cmpluvwi 
i[i  a  particular  oueiipution.  So  gigantic  ha*  been-tbc  pnig- 
rutu  of  lilt:  (Htlton  nuinnnu'tiirc  since  the  iDvention^  of  Watt 
and  Arkwright,  that  the  capital  engaged  in  it  has  probably 
quadrupled  in  the  time  which  population  reqnircR  fi»r  doub- 
ling. While,  therefore,  it  has  atlnuited  from  other  employ- 
ments nearly  all  the  hands  which  geographical  circumstaucos 
and  the  Imbita  or  inclinatiouR  of  tlie  people  rendered  avail- 
able ;  and  while  the  demand  it  created  for  infant  labonr 
has  enlisted  the  immediate  pecuniary  interest  of  the  opera- 
tives in  favour  of  proniuling,  in^toad  of  restraining,  the  in- 
crease of  pojmlation ;  ncvertheleiiA  wages  in  tlte  great  scata 
of  the  nianufacturo  are  Btill  so  Ingli,  that  the  collective  eam- 
ingH  of  a  fanjily  amount,  on  an  average  of  years,  to  a  very 
satisfactory  sum  ;  and  thcio  is,  as  yet,  no  sign  of  decrease, 
while  the  eHect  h;w  also  been  felt  in  raising  the  general 
standard  of  agricuhnral  wages  in  tlic  counties  adjoining. 

But  those  circumstance.^  of  a  country,  or  of  an  occupa- 
tion, in  which  population  can  with  impunity  increase  at  its 
ntmost  rale,  are  rvLve,  and  transitory.  Very  few  are  tlie 
ctinntrits  [>roscnting  the  needful  luiion  of  conditionit.  Either 
the  indnstiial  art.4  are  baclcward  and  stationaiy,  and  capital 
therefore  increases  slowly;  or  the  eficctive  desire  of  accu- 
mulation being  low,  the  increase  s-.iou  roadies  its  limit ;  or, 
even  tht>ugh  both  ihe-ne  elements  arc  at  their  highest  known 
degree,  the  increase  of  capirol  is  checked,  because  there  is 
not  fresh  land  to  1h_»  resorted  to,  of  a^  g()od  (piality  as  that 
already  o<-cuj>ic<l.  Though  capital  sliouhl  for  a  time  double 
itself  simultaneously  with  population,  if  all  this  capital  and 
population  arc  to  find  cmploymoul  on  tJie  Kump  huid,  they 
cannot  without  ftn  unexampled  siicjessiun  of  agricultural 
inventions  contiime  doubling   the   pnKluee ;   therefore,   if 
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wages  do  not  fall,  profits  must;  and  wlion  profits  fiill,  in-i 
crease  oC  capital  is  sluckened.     Bei^idi'«,  even  if  wages  did 
not  fall,  tiio  priec  oflwid  (as  wiU  be  abowu  more  fully  here* 
after)  wuuld  iii  these  circuinii.tnncc&  necessarily  riae;  which 
is  equivalent  to  a  lull  of  waj;e8. 

Except,  therefore,  in  the  very  peculiar  cases  which  I 
have  Just  notiewl,  of  which  the  only  one  of  any  practical 
iiuportunec  is  that  of  a  new  colony,  or  a  country  in  <*irctiro- 
Btances  equivalent  to  it;  it  is  inqioefiiblc  that  pO|>ulation 
sliould  iiicreaf^c  at  its  utmost  rate  without  lowering  wugesw 
Nor  will  the  full  be  Btopjjed  at  any  point,  short  of  tJiat 
which  either  by  its  physical  or  its  moral  opi'ration,  checJt* 
the  increase  of  j>opulalion.  Id  no  old  country,  tlieroft^ei 
doe?  population  incrcii^c  at  anything  like  its  n(mo«i  rale; 
In  most,  at  a  very  moderate  rate:  in  some  euuntrica,  not 
at  all.  'rtiese  fiu-tt^  are  only  to  be  acconnted  fur  in  two 
ways.  Either  the  whole  number  of  birlha  M-hicIi  nature 
admits  of,  suid  which  happen  in  some  circumstances,  do  not 
take  \AsxiO  ;  or  if  they  do,  a  large  proportion  of  those  who 
are  born,  die.  The  rctjirdation  of  incivuse  results  eitlier 
from  mortality  or  prudence;  from  Mr.  Mallhus^s  p^isitivc, 
or  from  his  preventive  cheek :  and  one  or  the  other  of  thcjie 
moat  and  does  exist,  and  very  pnwerfnlly  too,  in  all  old 
Boi'ieties.  Wherever  |K>piihiti<)n  is  not  kept  down  by  iho 
prudence  either  of  individuals  or  of  the  state,  it  is  kept 
down  by  starvation  or  disease. 

Mr.  Mftlthiis  haa  taken  great  pains  to  ascertain,  for  al- 
most evci7  coimtry  in  the  world,  wliieh  of  these  checks  it 
is  that  operates;  and  the  evidence  which  Ito  eollected  on 
the  snbject,  in  his  Essay  on  Population,  may  even  now  be 
read  with  advantage.  Tln-oiighout  Asia,  and  foiiiierly  in 
most  Euro|tean  countries  in  which  the  labouring  clofisce 
were  not  in  pcrsr.nal  Itonditgo.  there  h,  or  was.  no  restrntner 
of  population  hut  dcatli.  The  mortnlity  w:w  not  always 
iho  result  of  poverty  :  mnch  of  it  proceeded  from  unskilful 
and  carelpBS  man:igiMnent  of  eliildren.  from  uncleanly  and 
otJierwisc  nnheuUby  habits  of  life  among  the  adult  popula- 


tion,  and  from  tlic  almost  periodical  occnrronr^e  of  destrnc- 
tive  epidemics.  Throughout  Ktirope  tlieso  t!ause8  of  short- 
ened life  have  much  diminished,  but  they  have  uot  ceabed 
to  exiet.  L'ntil  a  period  not  very  remote,  hiirdlj  any  of 
our  hirgc  towns  kejit  up  iti  ]>opHlation,  independently  of 
the  stream  alwuyg  HovviujL^  int<t  tliem  trom  the  rural  dis- 
tricts: thia  wuti  btill  tru(!  of  Liver]K>ol  until  very  rex:ently  ; 
and  even  in  London,  the  mortality  is  lai^cr^  and  tlie  average 
dnrntion  of  life  shorUT,  than  in  niral  districtH  where  then* 
ifl  mucli  greater  (wverty.  In  Ireland,  cpidemie  fevers,  and 
deatlts  from  the  exliniii^tion  of  the  eontititntion  by  irisutheiont 
nutriment,  have  always  accompanied  even  the  mo!!t  ntmler- 
ate  deficiency  of  the  potato  crop.  Nevortheletis,  it  cannot 
now  he  eaid  thiit  in  niiy  part  of  Europe,  ptipulution  ib  jirin- 
cipully  kept  down  by  disease,  still  lot^e  by  starvatinn,  eitlicr 
in  a  direet  or  in  an  indirect  form.  The  Rfreney  by  which 
it  is  limited  is  cliictly  preventive,  not  (in  the  lan^nu*^  of 
Mr.  MaltliQfi)  ]K)sitive.  But  the  preveutivc  remedy  seldom, 
I  Itelieve,  consists  in  the  unaided  operation  of  prudential 
niotivcB  on  a  cltLs^  wholly  or  nminly  cotnposcd  of  liibuurera 
for  hire,  and  looking  forward  to  no  other  lot.  In  England, 
for  exauiple,  I  much  doubt  if  the  generality  of  aj;ricultnr»l 
labourers  practise  any  prudential  restraint  whatever.  They 
generally  marry  as  early,  and  have  as  many  eliiUlren  to  a 
maningti,  as  they  would  or  could  do  if  they  were  settlers  in 
the  United  States.  Iluring  the  generation  which  preceded 
the  enactment  of  the  jirewnt  Pwtr  Law,  they  received  the 
most  direct  encouragement  to  this  sort  of  irapi-ovidence ; 
being'  not  only  ai>Hurefl  of  support,  on  easy  tcrmR,  whenever 
ont  of  employment.,  but  even  when  in  employment,  very 
commordy  receiving  from  the  parish  a  weekly  allowance 
jiroportioned  to  tlnMt  nninber  of  children  ;  and  tlie  nmfncil 
with  largo  families  being  always,  from  a  short-sighted  econ- 
omy, employed  in  preference  to  the  unmarrie^I ;  wMch  lust 
prcniiuni  on  jKipidatioii  still  exists.  L'ndcr  sui-h  prom])ling, 
tJie  rural  labt>urt-rti  acquired  habit.s  of  reckle^^ncii^,  which 
are  ao  congenial  to  the  uncultivated  mind,  that  la  whatever 
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maiiiier  prcKlucetl,  they  in  ^eiici-al  long  Kurvin;  tlit'ir  fnitnc- 
diHte  <;aust!H.  Tticrc  are  so  iiiuny  new  clena'nls  &t  work  in 
society,  oven  in  those  deeper  strata  w1ui>ti  am  iuact'cssilile 
to  the  nicrt!  iiiovcmuntB  <>ii  the  surface,  that  it  i&  haziirduua 
to  affiiTii  anything  positive  on  t!ie  mental  state  or  practieul 
impulses  of  claagua  and  bodies  of  men,  wheu  the  same  asAer- 
tion  may  bo  true  to-day,  and  may  require  great  moilififatiun 
in  a  few  ycard  time.  It  iIih;)!,  however,  aeuin,  lluit  if  thu  mta 
of  increase  of  poi>nIation  depended  solely  un  the  agrieultural 
labourers,  it  would,  as  far  as  dependent  on  births,  and  nnleu 
reprciweil  by  deaths,  be  as  rapid  in  the  soutlieni  counties  of 
England  b&  in  Aineriea.  The  restraining  principle  lies  in 
the  very  great  pro|>ortion  of  the  population  eonipoHed  of  the 
middle  elasscs  and  the  skilled  artizaus,  who  in  this  country 
ahnoBt  equal  in  number  the  eniiiinon  labourers,  and  on  whom 
prudential  motives  do,  iu  a  consideruble  degree,  operate. 


§  4.    "VVhorc  a  tabonring  class  who  have  no  property 
but  their  daily  wii^en,  and  no  hope  of  aeqniring  it,  re&ain 
from  over-mpid  mnJliplieation,  the  cause,  I  believe,  has 
always  hitlierto  been,  either  actual  Inpal  restraint,  or  a  ca&-| 
torn  of  some  sort  which,  without  intention  on  tJieir  part,  in-j 
sensibly  moulds  their  conduct,  or  affords  intmediate  indue©- 
meula  not  Uy  marry.     It  is  not   generally  known  in  how 
many  countrios  of  Europe  dii-eet  legal  obstacles  arc  opposed 
to  irnjirovident  miin-iu^cs.     TIic  eDnimiiiiitatiftns  mado  to 
tlje  onginal  Poor  Law  (\)mmi&6it>n  by  our  foreign  miuisttra 
and  coneulg  in  difTerent  parts  of  Europe,  contain  a  consider- 
able amount  of  information  on  this  pul>ject.     Mr.  Senior,  in 
his  jirefnee  to  those  eoniintmicalions,*  says  tliat  in  the  coim- 
tries  which  retwgulzc  a  legal  right  to  relief,  **  mairiage 
the  part  nf  person?  In  the  actual  receipt  of  relief  appears 
he  everywhere  proliihilcil,  and  the  mamage  of  those  mrh< 
are  not  likely  to  posirc^  tlic  means  of  independent  suppoi 
is  allowed  by  very  few.     Thus  we  are  told  that  in  Norway 

*  FornitRK  na  ApfHtiilU  (F)  tu  Uk  (•cnoral  Rpt^rt  of  Uw  CommiaaloDenL, 
and  mUbo  ptibUiib(.-d  Uf  mhoritv  u  a  wpumw  volume 
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no  one  can  niarr^'  without  'showing,  to  the  aatisfftction  «rf 
the  cler^viiinii,  that  be  is  pcmianciitly  eettlcd  in  such  a 
manner  a&  to  oftVr  a  fair  ]»nwpcct  tliat  he  can  mamtaiu  a 
family.* 

'*  In  Mecklenburg,  that  *niarriagHd  are  delayed  by  cou- 
BcripTiou  in  the  twenty-second  year,  and  military  service  for 
6ix  ycara ;  be&idett,  the  parties  inuut  liarc  a  dwelling,  withont 
which  a  clcrgyinu]i  ib  not  permitted  to  marry  them.  The 
men  marry  at  from  twenty-five  to  thirty,  tho  women  Dot 
much  earlier,  ati  both  mngt  first  gain  by  service  enough  to 
establish  ihemselvcti/ 

"  In  Saxony,  that  ^  a  man  may  not  marry  before  he  is 
twenty-one  years  old,  if  liable  to  Ber\Mce  in  the  army.  In 
Dresden,  pnjfeseiimihib  (by  which  worda  artizjina  are  pro- 
bably meant)  may  not  marry  until  they  become  masters  in 
tlieir  trade.' 

"  Jn  AVurtemberg,  that  'no  man  is  allowed  to  raarry  till 
Lis  twenty-fif^h  year,  on  account  of  his  military  dutice,  un- 
less permission  be  especially  obtained  or  pundiased  :  at  that 
age  he  must  aleo  obtain  permir^nion.  which  is  granted  on 
proving  lliut  he  and  his  wile  wuuld  have  together  sufficient 
to  maintain  a  family  or  to  eetablish  themBclvea;  in  large 
townB,  my  from  8«0  to  KMX)  florins  (from  66/.  13«.  4d.  to 
84/.  3tf.  4r/.) ;  in  smaller,  from  400  to  5m>  florins;  in  villagrs, 
200  florins  (16?.  13s.  4^/,)'"* 

The  luiiiinter  at  JIuni<!ii  sav?,  ''  The  great  eansc  wliy  the 
number  i»t'  rhe  poor  is  kept  so  low  in  thiii  country  arii*et>  from 
the  prevention  by  law  uf  marriages  in  eases  in  which  it  can- 
not be  proved  tlmt  the  ptirties  have  rea«nniible  meann  of 
suli«ttitenc.e ;  mid  this  rcgidntiiwi  is  in  all  placet  and  at  all 
times  strielly  adhered  to.  Tlie  effect  of  a  conatant  and  firm 
oWrvance  of  this  rule  has,  it  id  tmc,  a  considenible  iiiilti- 
ence  in  kce])iiig  down  the  jtopulatiim  of  Bavaria^  which  ie 
at  present  low  for  the  extent  of  country,  but  it  has  a  mmt 
salutary  eflfect  in  averting  extreme  poverty  and  eon^equent 
mi«irv."  + 


Prufuc,  p.  xwin. 
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At  Lnbeck,  "  marriages  amoug  tlie  poor  are  delayed  hj 
tlie  necessity  a  man   is  under,  lirst,  itf  jireviously  provinj 
that  he  is  iu  a  rtf^ular  employ,  work,  or  profcesion,  that  wUlj 
4;nalile  him  to  uiaintAin  a  wifV';  and  swondly,  of  becoming'  fti 
hnrgher,   and   equipping  Uiinsuir  in  the  uniforiD   of  tiioj 
lini'fjiierpuard,  wiiicli  logetliL-r  may  cost  liiiii  ntarly  4/."  •} 
At  Frankfort,  "  tbu  government  prescrilies  no  age  for  raarry^ 
ing.  Imt  tlie  permission  to  many  is  only  granted  on  proving 

a  livelihood."  t 

The  allu:sion,  in  ecmc  of  these  etatemcnts,  to  militAryi 
duties,  points  out  an  in<]irect  ulistacle  to  MiaiTiiige,  int<;i 
]josi:d  by  the  laws  of  some  countries  in  which  tliere  ie  m 
direct  legal  restraint.  In  Pniasia,  for  instance,  tlie  instatni 
tions  wliich  compel  every  al)le-lHKlicd  man  to  &crvc  for 
several  veai*s  in  the  armv,  at  tlie  time  of  life  nt  'wliich  im- 
prudent  marriages  are  moat  likely  to  take  place,  an;  i»ro- 
bahly  a  full  I'lpiividcnt,  in  eflV^'t  on  popnhition,  fur  the  leg 
restrictions  of  the  smaller  German  states. 

"So  strongly,"  says  Mr.  Kay,  "  do  the  people  of  Switjw 
land  understand  from  experience  the  expe<licncy  of  theipl 
sons  ami  datighlors  postponing  the  time  of  their  inarriagt!«f| 
that  the  councils  of  i-talc  of  four  w  five  of  the  most  ileuK 
cratic  of  the  cantons,  elected,  be  it  remcmlwred,  by  universal 
siiiFmgc,  liave  pa-sscd  laws  by  which  all  young  persons  who! 
marry  before  they  have  proved  to  the  magistrate  of  thcirJ 
district  thill  they  are  able  tu  support  a  family,  are  rendered! 
liable  to  a  heavy  fine.  In  I^ucome,  Argovic,  Unterwa!<]en,| 
and  I  Ijelievc,  St.  Crnll,  Schwi-itz,  aiul  I'ri.  laws  of  this  char-J 
actor  have  been  in  force  for  many  years."  X 

§  5.  "Where  there  is  no  general  kw  restrictive  afraar 
riag(!,  there  are  often  customs  equivalent  to  it.  When  th 
guilds  or  trade  corporations  of  the  middle  ages  -were  \ni 
vigour,  their  bye-laws  or  regulations  were  conceived  with 
very  vigilant  eye  to  the  advantage  whieli  the  trade  dcrivod 


*  ^ppcDtlli,  p-  419. 
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from  liniiling  roinpotitioii :  ami  tIii*T  marie  it  very  effectually 
tlic  iultrt'st  of  artizaiis  nnl  t<>  uiarry  until  after  ptuisiiig 
tliroiigb  the  two  ata^eti  of  a|>|)rentice  aud  jonmeyinan,  ami 
attaining  the  rank  of  muster.  *  In  Norway,  where  the 
labour  i*  chiefly  agricultural,  it  ir  I'orhiddon  by  law  to  on- 
gra^  a  farm-servant  for  less  than  a  year ;  whieh  was  the  gen- 
eral Enirlish  practiee  until  the  ]>oor  laws  destroTod  it,  by  eii- 
ubltn^  the  fiiriner  tii  viisl  hU  luhonrere  un  parish  jiay  when- 
ever he  did  not  iitmiediately  require  their  labtttir.  In  coiibo- 
qiicnce  of  this  custom,  and  of  ita  onfon-ement  by  law,  the 
whole  of  the  rather  limited  ila^H  of  agricultural  lalwurerB  in 
Korway  have  an  engagement  fur  a  year  at  least,  wIul-Ii  if 
the  parties  are  content  with  one  another,  naturally  l>econies 
a  pcnnaneiit  eiijr.igement :  hence  it  is  known  in  every  nei<;b- 
bourho/id  whether  there  is,  or  is  likely  to  be,  a  vacancy,  and 
nrdi^fl  there  ia,  a  young  man  does  not  niarrj',  knowing  that 
he  could  not  obtain  employment.    Tlie  cuetom  still  uxi&t«in 

*  "En  K<Q4nl,"  Mfi  Simoudi,  "I«  nanbro  it»  in«]lrea  ^Uit  tli6  ilutn 
dwque  ooannuiinutj,  et  le  miltni  pnurait  muI  tcalr  boutique,  iclwter  et  venilre 
pour  iiwi  oomp(9.  C'lu()tK  midtro  oe  [wuroit  former  qu'un  ceruin  notnbrv 
(I'lpprvnlu,  aus'iiidH  il  imvtjinail  sni  lucticr;  ct  d«iia  pUi«icur9  corBmonniK^ 
il  n*pn  pouvuU  Iriilr  rjtruti  seiil.  Oimiue  rantlif  poiivnit  t\ft  ini^nte  Irnir  no 
tiiunbre  limits  d'niirripry,  r|iii  pmiair-nl  Ic  num  tie  cnnipAenom;  et,  Aaa*  W 
roAliffS  OQ  I'OD  DC  pourali  iiTDir  qu'ua  wul  a(i(ircnti,  on  jte  puaniit  kvoir  uon 
pltu  qa'ttD  wul,  on  que  deux  cmspa^onc.  Aticun  bommc  d«  paurut  achcl«r, 
vBodr*,  ou  trttriillor  duis  un  m^Uor,  a'il  h'&cail  ftppmiti.  t^impAfrnon,  oti  rei«tirc ; 
■ilcun  lionime  no  pouvuit  devcair  eompsfrnnn  9II  n'avait  aerrl  un  ntimhru 
d'uinieii  di*(cmiin6  commtr  Ntiprtiiti,  tni  dcvctiir  nwUrc  s'U  n'a*^nit  wrvi  «n 
Dombre  tf^l  il*uin^-r»  ifimtiip  ruiiiftnpTtDn ;  ct  »'U  n'smit  de  phia  l'«lt  wn  chH*- 
d'o^Trr,  uu  ei6cutt!-  uu  travail  dF^ijcn^  tfauiit  wMt  metier,  qui  ilftvitll  I'-ttr  jug^  par 
m  junuidiL  On  toll  <\tuf  OHIi-  Hr;;tini!iatii)o  mciloit  entittrvBirtit  doiLi  U  tniiii  ilrs 
nwhn»  Id  n>n(Hivi-ll<>iiitnt  •)<■■  cttrps  dc  m^tifr.  Eax  ipiils  pMirabnt  MMerair 
dM  ippreiitfai;  niua  Ih  nVulcnt  polm  obltprfj  i  «n  prcwii;  uimI  we  MaUutilii 
pajrer  cdK  I'arrur.  et  son  vent  «  un  pris  trvs-elevi;  rn  mru  qa'an  jeutir  homnie 
nv  ponrait  entn-r  datui  un  tn^lirr  Vil  n'nTnit,  an  prr«liihV,  h  Mimtn«  r|U*il  rullait 
pNtcr  [n)ut  f-nn  apprvnU.'waf:*-,  et  celli^  qui  lui  /'tAJt  n£oC»Air«  pour  w  m»teot«r 
pc-ndant  In  dtir^-  di-  cpt  a|iprf-iiti!Bftg«  ;  cmr  pendant  qualr»,  dnq,  on  »tjn  ana, 
tont  K>n  tmvnil  (ippartctuiit  h  mm  tiuii(n>.  S*  d^pvnd&nce  dr  tx  tnaltiv  itdl  lout 
BUM  lougivmpa  nboulut! :  nr  un  kuI  acte  ile  U  *nloDl4,  nil  mttac  dn  npricv  Av 
d-lui-ci,  piiuvail  lui  fvnittr  IVnli^  dn  pnifrmiinA  luonicin:*.  .  I.'appmtti, 
Af  rcDa  cuRtpftgDou,  aequirsJt  un  pcu  plus  dv  libcrU  ,  <X  ^^^tuX  iLVtueja^^  V(*s^ 
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CnmI)crlaii(I  and  Wcstniorclttiul,  except  tliat  thfi  term 
luilf  n  ,Year  instead  of  a  ycur;  nud  bCuuis  to  bo  still  attendt 
with  tin;  game  <!onscqiiein;eB.     The  fan n-swn" ants  "  are  lodgt 
and  boarded  iu  tlielr  niubterB^  boii&ee,  wliieb  they  seldom 
leave  until,  tliroujth  the  death  of  some  relation  or  neigl 
hour,  they  snccccd  to  the  ownershiii  or  lease  of  a  eottag^ 
fann.     What  \e  ealled  aiirpliis  labour  duea  nut  here  cxiiit.*** 
I  have  mentioned  in  another  chapter  the  i;ho<rk  to  i»opida- 
tion  iu  England  during  the  last  century,  from  the  ditlicultyj 
of  obtaining  a  tiepurate  dwelling  place.t     Other  cUfltoi 
reiitrieTive  of  population  might  be  ftpecified:  in  some  parti 
of  Italy,  it  16  the  practice,  according  to  Sisniondi,  among  tlic' 
poor,  as  it  is  well  known  to  be  in  the  higher  rankis  that  alii 
Imt  one  of  l]ie  sons  remain  iinraarried.     Bnt  such  familv 
aiTiuigcments  arc  not  likely  to  c^i^t  among  day-labourers. 
Tliey  are  the  resoiux;*  of  small  proprietors  and  metayers,  for 
preventing  too  minntc  a  subdivision  of  the  land. 

In    Enghmd    generally    there    is   now  scarcely  a  reli 
of   these  indirect  checks  to  population ;   except   that 

qud  maltre  II  ronlAit,  poKcr  dc  I'un  k  t^otre;  el  comme  1>nir^i.>  au  cti 
nnna^c  n'uuii  oiii-cnc  qii«  put  I'KpiirciitiiiMfrc,  il  comioeiifait  A  |>mfiteri)>i 
iouiiuihiIh  ilciiit  it  aruit  Miufttin,  et  il  6Uit  h  (ku  |>r^»  eftr  <tc  w  Tniir  tueii  pari 
uii  Lm\ail  r|ur>  pvtiaunnr  nc  puuvsit  fnirc.  xi  cf  n'wt  |iii.  (V|i«>iiil«al  il  iKpPtKl 
de  In  junudv  [tour  nhtuitir  Ui  iniiidW ;  ■uxsi  iic  w  reganlttJl-il  potiit  encoi* 
(Xriuiuc  af«iui^  di-  m>n  M>rt,  i^iiinc  ii,miil  iiii  i-Uit.  En  g£ii6nd,  U  ni?  ec  uiuiail 
point  qitll  nv  (Ax  puMr  tnaitrr. 

"  II  egl  bk'D  ciM'lain,  tt  nitnmo  Tuit  el  i>oninie  th6(iri«,  que  rfubUncfBoU  dM 
corp%  dc  tDiStier  enipci-luiU  cc  durait  ctii|>i^'tior  U  nai^ance  d'un«  [MpulAikiu  wx- 
RboBttftDW.  U*AprcH  tea  lUiiiU  de  presqw  totu  l«fl  corps  de  milter,  utt  boauM 
ne  poarait  i%n  piuu^  multre  qu'tprte  Tir^-cinq  uu ;  tniis  t"d  a'Rvmit  pw  ini' 
inpilal  it  lui,  ii'il  ii'aviiit  pas  fait  iivu  M>DUcnie8  stifBsuitcd,  il  coiitimuJl  Ht-n  pIuC 
loninrmiM  &  travuilli^r  (innmc  Mitiipiigimn ;  pltuirura,  vt  pcot-i'lrv  Ir  ptui  fnwJ 
U(>nit>n]t  (tfi«  lutiiuiiA,  d^tut'ijiaiunt  ntnipagrtuiia  luulr  Irur  \iv.  II  ^Uiil  p<ttw|U9 
sjuiN  i>xcmple,  r<-p<>niluil,  qu'ik  fv  iimriaswnt  avtiit  d'etre  reyujt  luollrc*;  quiui4 
il«  Aiiniicut  i-u'-  axseiL  liuprudoit^  piwr  1r  dr^irtT,  nwriin  pi^rv  ii'sumil  voulu  Ann' 
Dcr  M  flile  il  UII  hnmine  qui  ii'ftr&it  point  tlVuL" — Xnui^ttut  Pnnctpea,  \fOtk  Ir. 
cluLp.  10.    ^-e  aIm  Adtktn  Smitii,  boitk  ].  rhup.  10,  |Kiri  % 

*  Sec  Thunitua  oit  OrtT-I'i>phioti</n.  pHgi'  Itf,  utd  the  imlloritic«  tliera 
dtiMl. 

f  Supra,  p  211. 
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parishes  owned  hy  one.  or  a  very  small  numl>or  of  laiid- 
ov^-nere,  the  inc-re^^e  of  resident  labourers  in  still  oi^co&ioii- 
ally  obstructed,  by  pre^"cntiiig  cottages  t'roni  being  built,  or 
by  puUiiip:  dowd  tlioso  wbii^h  exist ;  thus  retitxHinin^  tlio 
po|)idati(Ji)  liable  to  become  locally  eliargcable,  witboul  any 
material  effect  on  population  generally,  the  work  required 
in  those  parislii-a  being  performed  by  labourers  settled  else- 
where. The  surrounding  districts  always  feel  themselves 
nmeh  aggrieveil  by  this  practice,  against  which  they  cannot 
defend  themselves  by  similar  means,  since  a  single  acre  of 
land  owned  by  any  onu  who  ditt-s  not  untur  into  the  cumhi- 
nation,  enabici  him  to  defeat  the  attempt,  very  profitably 
to  himself,  by  covcrinj^  lliat  acre  with  t-otto^iR.  To  meet 
tlieso  complaints  it  has  already  been  under  the  couaidcra- 
tion  of  Parliament  to  abolish  i>arocbial  settlements,  and 
make  the  poor  rate  a  charge  not  on  the  pariah  but  on  the 
whole  union.*  It*  this  proposition  bo  adopted,  which  for 
other  reasons  is  very  desu-able,  it  will  remove  the  small 
rcnmant  of  what  was  once  a  check  to  po|nilatton  :  the  value 
of  which,  however,  from  the  narrow  limits  of  its  openition, 
must  now  be  considei-d  very  trifling. 

g  (i.  In  the  erase,  therefore,  of  the  connnon  agricultural 
labourer,  the  checks  to  population  may  almost  be  consid- 
ered as  non-existent.  If  the  growtli  of  the  towns,  and  of 
the  capital  there  employed,  by  winch  the  factory  operulives 
are  maintained  at  their  present  average  rate  of  wages  not- 
withstanding their  rapid  increase,  did  not  also  absorb  a 
great  part  of  the  annual  addition  to  the  rural  population, 
there  seems  no  reasun  iu  the  present  habits  of  the  pi*ople 
why  they  should  not  fall  into  as  miserable  a  condition  as 
the  Irish  previous  to  IS4H ;  and  if  the  market  for  our  manu- 
factures should,  I  do  not  say  fall  off,  but  even  cease  to 
expand  at  the  rapid  rate  of  tho  last  fifty  years,  there  is  no 
certainty  that  this  fate  may  not  be  reserved  for  ua.     Willi- 

*  An  Act  p««e<l  Iu  Ihe  aetflon  of  ISdl.  thoiifch  uot  goitlft  quiw  UliB  Icogtb, 
bu  tbv  eflctit  Inuudt'd  in  oeuij  tlie  nme  dcgrre. 
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ont  carrying  our  unticijmtioos  forwai-d  to  audi  a  culamity, 
wliieb  the  great  and  ;^o\nug:  inielligencu  of  ihc  facior/J 
pojmlation  would,  it  nmy  be  liuj>ed,  avt^rt,  by  an  udu[tta<< 
tiun  of  tlifir  liabits  to  llieir  eircunistauccs;  tliy  cxietiiig  con-] 
ditiun  of  the  labourers  of  some  of  tlie  most  exchitjively  agri-' 
cuitural    couulies,   Wiltsliire,    tSomersulshire,    Dor^pt^Uirt:, 
Jiedfordshiro,  Buekin^liuuishire,   is  suflieieully  pimiful   tM 
contemplate.     Thu  htliouniTs  of  thuse  coutiLitis  with  latga 
fumilie^;.  and  eiglit  or  perhape  nine  shillings  for  their  vrcckJjf  j 
wages  when  in  fuTl  employment,  have  for  some  time  been 
onu  of  thu  Block  objects  of  |K>pular  cojiipu^^iion  :  it  ib  time 
that  they  had  the  henetit  aUo  of  some  application  of  com* 
niuu  t>euw. 

Unhappily,  sentimentality  rather  than  comoiou   seudoj 
usTuiUy  presides  over  tlie  dificuesion  of  these  subject* ;  and 
while  there  is  a  |;;Towing  sensitivenetis  to  the  hard^hijis  of  ^ 
the  poor,  and  a  ready  disposition  to  admit  claims  in  them! 
njioii  tlie  pHMi  t)fli(X!hof  ulher  ixjoplo,  there  i.s  an  all  but 
universal  unwillingness  to  face  the  real  difficulty  of  theu* 
position,  or  ndvert.  at  all  to  the  conditions  which  uaturo 
has  made  indispensable  to  the  improvement  of  their  physical 
loL     Diacussious  on  the  condition  of  the  labourers,  lamuntn- 
lions  over  its  wretchedness,  deuunelatious  of  all  who  are 
supposed  to  be  indifferent  to  it,  projects  of  one  kind  or  I 
another  for  improvino;  it,  were  in  no  etumtry  and  in  no  time] 
of  the  world  ho  rile  as  in  the  prei^ent  pcncratina  ;   but  tliore^ 
is  a  taeit  agrt'ement  to  ignore  totally  the  hiw  of  wages,  or  to 
dil<l^it^8  it  in  a  parentheRii!,  with  such  terms  as  "  liard-Iieartcd 
MnlthuBinniam  ;  *'  as  if  it  wore  n<»t  a  IhoUHnnd  times  mure 
hard-lieiirfed  to  tell  human  beings  that  they  may,  than  thutj 
th(^  may  not,  call  into  existence  swaniu  i)f  ereaturcB  who-) 
are  sure  ty  be  miserable,  ami  most  likely  to  l>e  drpravod ; 
and  forgetting  that  the  ctmdnct,  wliich  it  is  reckontrd  so, 
cruel  to  disapprove,   is  a  degrading  slavcrj'  to  a  brnt< 
instinct  in  one  of  the  pei-stins  eoneerritr^i,  iind  inoet  com- 
monly, in  the  other,  lhel])Ie&3  submJssionrtto  a  revolting 
abuBe  of  power. 
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So  long  ns  niankind  remained  in  a  semi-barbarous  state, 
with  tliu  iudolem-c  and  tltc  few  uonU  of  tlie  Miviige,  it  prob* 
ubiy  was  not  detjiiable  tiuit  jxipnlutiun  i^bould  be  leHtraintMl ; 
tlie  pi-etwure  of  pbvRital  want  may  bsive  been  a  netebsary 
stiuiulnij,  in  tbat  t>tuge  of  the  buiuau  iiiiud,  to  the  exertion 
of  labour  tmd  ingenuity  leipiired  tor  oi-C'uitipli^liing  tbat 
greuK^i  uf  all  pabt  ebanges  in  buiuan  iiuMleH  iif  extr;t.en<;e, 
by  whicli  induHtrial  Hlu  attainetl  pre<]onnnanec  over  tbo 
liunttng,  llie  j>a:-toritl,  and  tbe  military  or  jiredatory  state. 
Want,  in  that  age  of  tlie  world,  had  its  uses,  as  even  »b»vcry 
had  j  and  tiuire  may  l>e  eorners  of  the  eai'th  where  tliose 
uses  arc  not  yet  superseded,  tliotigb  tlicy  might  easily  be  so 
■were  a  helping  hand  lield  out  by  more  civilized  eoimnimi- 
tles.  But  iu  Europe  the  time,  if  it  ever  existed,  is  long 
paht,  when  a  life  of  privation  had  tlie  umallest  tendency  to 
malcc  mou  either  better  workmen  or  niorc  civilized  beings. 
It  is,  on  the  contrary,  evident,  that  if  tlie  agricultural  bibonr- 
CTS  were  better  off,  they  would  both  work  more  elficicutty 
and  bo  better  citizcnri.  I  tuk,  then,  is  it  true,  or  not,  tliat  if 
their  numbers  were  fewer  they  would  obtain  higher  wagea  ?\ 
lliia  ie  the  question,  and  no  other  :  and  it  is  idle  to  divert 
attention  fmm  it,  by  attacking  any  incidental  position  of 
Midthus  or  sonio  other  writer,  and  prilending  tbat  lo  refute 
that,  ih  to  disprove  the  principle  of  po]>alation.  Some,  for 
instance,  have  achieved  an  c!if*y  vi<lo(;y  over  a  pafising  re- 
mark of  Mr.  Maltiius,  h.izardrd  chiclly  by  way  of  illiisti-a- 
tion,  that  the  iticrcase  of  tbod  may  perhaps  bo  assumed  to 
take  p\iux  in  an  arilhnieticat  ratio,  wlille  population  increases 
in  a  gcdmctrical :  when  every  candid  reader  knows  that 
Mr.  Malthus  laid  no  stress  on  tliis  unlucky  attempt  to  give 
numerical  pn;ci^inn  tu  tbingH  wbich  do  not  adnn't  uf  it,  ami 
every  jicrbon  capable  of  reasoning  must  see  tbat  it  i^  wholiy 
superfluous  to  Ids  argniiient.  Others  have  attached  im- 
mense importance  to  a  corrodion  which  more  recent  politi- 
cal economists  have  made  in  the  mere  bingnage  of  the  earlier 
followers  of  Mr.  Halthus.  Several  writ<--rs  had  said  that  it 
U  tlio  tendency  of  population  to  increase  /outer  than  the 
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ineaiiit  of  eiubsiiitcnec.     The  ixssertinn  was  tnn-  iti  llie  »iefi! 
in  M'hich  lliev  meiiiit  it,  immelv  tliat  pujmlutioii  wuuld  inj 
most  circiiinstauces  iiierease  faster  than  the  niusus  of  6nl 
aistencc,  if  it  weru  nut  L-htvkL-d  uither  hy  mortality  or  hy 
prudence.     But  ino^roueli  as  tlieso  checks  aft  witli  unequal 
force  at  tliffercnt  times  aud  places,  it  wh8  jKifiKihle  to  int«r' 
]>rct  the  lan^mge  of  these  wrttors  as  if  they  lind  meant  that 
pojtiilation  is  usually  jjainiiig  jn*'>'iii<l  ii|>»)ii  ttiibsisteiice,  niid 
llie  poverty  of  tlie  people  becoming  greater.     Under  this] 
interpretation  of  tlicir  meaning,  it  wap  ui^ed  that  tho  rcvcreel 
ih  the  tnitii :  tliat  as  civilization  advances,  the  prudentialj 
cheek  tendo  to  become  RtrongtT,  and  population  l^i  slacken' 
its  rate  of  increase,  relatively  to  Mibsitttcncc ;  and  that  it 
is  an  error  to  maintain  that  popnlation,  in  any  improving 
conmmnily,  tends  tu  increase  faster  than,  or  oven  so  futt 
as,  subsiiteucc.   Tiie  word  tendency  is  liere  used  in  a  totally 
different  sense  from  that  of  the  writers  wlio  afiinned  Ihc 
proposition  :  but  waving  the  verbal  (juestiitn,  is  it  not  al- 
.lowed  on  botlt  sidesT  that  in  old  countries,  population  presses 
too  closely  ii]>im  the  means  of  snbfliHteneeV     And  though 
its  pressure  diuiiuishes,  the  moi-c  the  ideas  aud  habits  uf 
the  poorest  class  of  labourers  can  be  improved,  to  which  it] 
is  to  be  h(i]H.'d  that  there  is  always  some  tendency  in  a  jir(>- 
grcssire  country,  yet  bince  that  tendency  has  hitherto  been, 
and  still  is,  extremely  faint,  and  (to  de^c^nd  to  particulars)] 
has  not  yet  extended  to  giving  to  the  Wiltshire  laboun^rs 
higher  wages  than  eight  Bhilling»  a  week,  tho  only  thing, 
wliich  it  is  ncccssar}'  to  consider  is,  whether  that  h  a  snffi-i 
cient  and  Buitahle  provi!»ion  for  a  lahuurer?  for  if  not,  popii-' 
lation  does,  as  un  existing  fact,  bear  too  great  a  proportimi 
to  the  wages  fund;  and  whether  it  pressed  stil!  harder  or- 
not  quite  so  liaid  at  »omc  funuer  period,  is  practically  of  j 
no  moment,  except  that,  if  the  ratio  is  an  improving  one^ 
there  is  the  better  hope  that  by  ))roper  aids  and  encourage- 
ments it  may  be  made  to  improve  more  anil  faster. 

It  is  not,  however,  against  reason,  that  the  argimient  on 
this  subject  has  to  struggle ;  but  agaiost  a  feeling  of  dislike. 
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wliifh  will  only  reconcile  iteelf  to  the  unwelome  truth,  when 
ever}-  device  ia  exhausted  by  wliitth  the  reeo^titiou  uf  that 
truth  can  be  evaded.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  enter 
intu  a  detailed  examination  of  tho8e  deviren,  ami  to  tbrcc 
every  position  which  is  taken  np  by  the  enemies  of  the 
|u>puhitiiiri  |>rin>('i|il(>  in  Iheir  detprminurinn  tu  find  botiie 
refuge  lor  the  labourers,  some  plausible  means  of  improv- 
ing their  condition,  without  requiring  the  exercise,  either 
enforced  or  voluntary,  of  any  stll'-reslraint,  or  any  greater 
control  than  at  present  over  the  animal  power  of  multipli- 
cation.    Tliis  will  be  the  object  of  llic  next  chapter. 


§  1.  Thk  pim|)lest  expedient  wlitcli  L-an  In*  imnpini 
tbi  kee])in|r  the  w»f;es  of  labour  uj)  to  the  desirable  poiut, 
would  be  to  fix  them  b^*  law  :  and  this  h  virtually  the  ob- 
ject aimed  nt  in  a  varit-ty  of  plans  which  hiivc  at  different 
timch  been,  or  still  arc.  enrrent,  for  remodelling  tbp  rclatioo 
betweeu  liibourore  and  eniployei-a.  No  one  probably  ever 
enggested  tlmt  wages  bIiouM  be  absolutely  fixed ;  since  the 
interests  of  all  enncerued,  often  ix'qiiire  that  they  Blioiild  be 
vai'iahlc ;  but  iK>nie  have  proposed  to  iix  a  miuiiiiiun  of 
wage^,  leaving  the  variations  above  lliat  point  to  l>e  adjnett-d 
by  eonipetition.  Another  plan,  which  hnfi  ibimd  niaity  lul- 
voc^ates  aniong  tlie  leaders  of  the  operatives,  ie  that  coiineils 
eboiiM  l>e  fnmied,  which  in  England  have  been  called  local 
boards  of  trade,  in  France  "  eonseilR  de  pnid'bommea."  and 
other  names;  consisting  of  delegates  from  tlie  wtirlcpeople' 
and  from  tlie  employers,  who,  meeting  in  confcrenco,  should  | 
(kgrec  upon  a  rare  of  wagcft,  and  pronnilgate  it  from  anthor* 
ity,  to  be  binding  generally  on  employers  and  workmen; 
the  ground  of  decision  being,  not  the  state  of  the  labour- ; 
market,  but  natural  equity  ;  to  provide  that  the  workmeu 
shall  have  reasonabU--  wages,  and  the  capitalist  rea^inable 
profits.  I 

Others  again  (but  these  arc  ratlier  philanthropists  inter- 
esting thcmpclves  for  the  laltourlng  elasses,  than  the  labour- 
ing people  themselves)  are  shy  of  admitting  the  interference, 
uf  authority  in  eontiaetj;  for  labour:  they  fear  that  if  lawJ 
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intervcnc-d,  it  would  intervene  rashly  and  ignorantly ;  (hi^ 
are  eonvinced  that  two  parties,  with  oppo«itc  interests,  at- 
tempting to  adjiiftt  those  iiiturt^ls  by  ii<'-{;otiatiun  throngli 
their  I'cprcfioniuiivi.'S  on  jirinciplcs  of  Cf|uiiy,  when  nu  rule 
could  he  laid  duwn  to  Uftcnuiuc  what  wafl  erpiitabte,  would 
merely  exasperate  their  diH'erenfCs  instead  of  healing  them ; 
hut  what  it  in  u^elegs  to  atteinpi,  by  the  legal  Baiittionj  these 
piTsitns  di'siru  to  couipa^s  by  the  luoraL  Every  tiinployer, 
tiiey  think,  outfit  to  give  sufficierU  wa^es  ;  and  if  he  does  it 
not  willinifly,  shouhl  be  connjellud  to  it  bypunural  opinion; 
tlie  test  of  8iiQicient  wagcit  beinjf  their  own  ft-uHjigs,  or  what 
tli^  suppose  to  be  those  of  tlie  public.  Tliia  i:^,  T  tliink^  a 
fair  re]irL'iientation  of  a  considerable  body  of  cxi&ting  opinion 
t>u  the  enhjet't. 

I  dcf'ire  to  confine  my  remarks  to  the  principle  involved 
in  all  these  (tnofgest ions,  without  taking  into  a";-<'Ount  prac- 
tical diiliculticj*,  !?erious  as  these  miifet  at  once  be  seen  to  be. 
I  shall  8tip{K>:«c  that  by  one  or  othoi*  of  these  eontrivance<&, 
wages  roiihl  be  kept  above  llic  point  to  whieh  they  would 
Iw  hrouglit  by  coniijetitinii.  lliis  is  a-i  much  aa  to  sayi 
above  the  highest  rate  which  can  be  afioi-ded  by  the  exist- 
ing capital  consirtteutly  witli  employing  nil  the  labourers. 
For  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  eomjM^tition  merely  keeps 
<Iown  wa^TM.  It  is  equally  the  means  by  whieh  they  are 
kei>t  up.  When  there  arc  any  labourers  unemployeil,  these, 
unless  maintained  by  charity,  become  competitors  for  hire, 
and  wages  fall ;  but  when  all  who  were  out  of  work  have 
found  employment,  wos^s  will  not,  under  the  freest  sytiilcm 
of  eompt^tition,  full  lower.  Tln,'rc  are  Bt range  notions  afloat 
coneeming  the  nature  of  eorajietition.  Sonic  people  seem 
to  imagine  that  its  effect  is  something  indefinite ;  that  the 
competition  of  ficnt-rs  may  lower  prices,  and  the  competition 
of  labourers  may  lower  wages,  down  to  zero,  or  some  un- 
assignable minimum.  Nothing  can  ho  more  onfoimded. 
floods  can  only  be  lowereil  in  prie<;  by  compctitiun,  to  the 
point  which  calls  forth  buyere  BUtficient  to  take  them  off'; 
Olid  wages  can  only  be  lowered  l)y  competition  nntJl  room 
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18  mado  to  admit  all  tlit?  lahoiirers  to  a  share  in  the  distri-l 
Inition  of  tlic  wai^*6-fiind.  If  lliey  Cell  below  this  puiiit, 
portion  ofcapit:iI  would  remain  nnemploved  for  want  of 
labourers ;  a  counter-competition  would  L'onimcuco  mi  tlu 
eide  of  fai>ilalists,  and  wngtis  woidd  ri«e. 

Since,  therefore,  the  rate  of  wages  wlucli  results  from, 
competitiuu  dietrihutes  the  whole  wn^A-fund  araotig  th( 
wliole  lalioui'ing  population ;  if  law  or  opinion  succieed^  hi] 
fixing  wages  above  this  rate,  some  labourers  are  kept  oul 
of  emplovmcnt ;  and  as  it  is  not  the  mtcntion  of  the  philan-^ 
thrupibts  that  these  bhould  starve,  they  must  be  provided 
for  by  a  forced  increaec  of  the  wa;j:08-timd  ;  bj*  a  compnl-. 
fioi*y  saving.     It  is  nothing  to  tix  a  mininmm  of  wa^j^j 
nnlcHS  there  be  a  provision  t)iat  work,  or  wages  at  least,  hi 
found  for  all  who  apply  t'ur  it.     Tliis,  aceonIinj;ly,  is  alwayi] 
]mrt  of  the  siheme ;  and  is  consiBlent  with  the  ideas  of  mordj 
people  tlian  would  approve  of  either  a  legal  or  a  luot 
minimum  of  wages.     Popular  Beuliinenl  hioks  upon  it  afl 
the  duty  of  the  rich,  or  of  the  state,  to  find  employment 
for  all  the  poor.     If  the  moml  influence  of  opinion  di 
not  indoi'c  the  rich  to  spare  from  tlieir  cont^nmption  enough] 
to  6ct  all  the  poor  at  work  at  '"reasonable  wages,"  it  is  Bup-j 
poaed  to  be  incumbent  on  the  state  to  lay  on  taxes  for  the] 
purpose,  either  by  local  rates  or  votes  of  public  mo?iey, , 
The  proportion  between  labour  and  the  wage^fund  wouWJ 
thn»  1>e  modified  to  the  advantage  of  the  labonrerB,  not 
restriction  of  population,  but  by  an  increase  of  capital. 


§  2.     If  this  claim  on  eoeiety  could  be  limited  to  ibtf ' 
existing  generation  ;  if  nothing  more  were  necessary  tluui 
a  compulsory  accumulation,  sufficient  to  provide  perma- 
nent employment  at  ample  wagt«  for  the  exititing  numbers 
of  the  pcojile ;   Bueh  a  proposition  would  have  no  m( 
atrcnuouB  supporter  than  myficlf     Society  mainly  crtusiel 
of  those  who  live  by  bodily  lalwur;  and  if  society,  that  is,] 
if  the  lalwurers,  lend  their. physical  force  to  protect  ifldi* 
viduals  in  the  enjoyment  o?  «\i\^eT&\i\Xvc&,  U\<i^  are  entitled 
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t^fo  fto,  ami  Imvc  ahvayti  dnne  ho,  with  the  reriorvalion  of 
a  power  to  tax  llupst;  Biip(Ttliii(iu»  t'nr  purywtws  of  public 
ntjlitjr;  among  which  ptti-posee  tlio  Bub&istcnco  of  the  jxio- 
plo  is  the  forumoRt.  Since  no  one  is  respoiiaihle  for  having 
been  born,  no  pecuniary  sacrifice  13  too  great  to  be  made 
by  tho»e  who  liavc  mure  tliaii  enougli,  fur  the  purpose  of 
secnring  enough  to  all  persons  ah'eady  in  exittenee. 

Jiut  it  is  anothur  thing  altogether,  when  those  who  have 
produced  and  aceunnilated  are  called  npun  to  alvt^tain  from 
consuming  until  they  have  given  food  and  clothing,  not 
only  to  all  who  now  exist,  but  to  all  whom  these  or  their 
descendants  may  tliink  fit  to  call  into  existence.  Such  an 
oldigatiun  ac-knuwiedgetl  and  acted  Ti|>on,  M'ould  euHpend 
all  checks,  both  positive  and  ]>reventivc ;  there  would  be 
nothing  ti>  hinder  popniatitm  fnim  starting  forward  at  its 
rapideet  rate  ;  and  aa  the  natural  inereaae  of  capital  would, 
at  the  best,  not  be  more  rapid  than  before,  taxation,  to  make 
np  the  growing  deti<-ieney,  must  advance  with  the  ftnmo 
gigantic  strides.  The  alterapl  would  of  course  be  made  to 
exact  labour  in  excliangc  for  support.  But  experience  has 
shown  tJie  sort  of  work  to  be  expected  from  rti-ipieuls  of 
public  charity.  "When  the  pay  is  not  given  for  the  Bake  of 
the  work,  but  l!ie  work  found  for  the  sake  of  the  pay,  in- 
ctfleienry  is  a  matter  of  certainty  :  to  extract  real  work 
from  day-labonrers  without  the  power  of  dismissal,  is  only 
practicable  by  the  power  of  the  lash.  It  i«  conceivable, 
doubtless,  that  this  objection  might  be  got  over.  The  fund 
raised  by  texation  might  be  spread  over  the  labour  market 
generally,  as  seems  to  be  intcTided  by  the  supporters  of  the 
ffroii  ail  trm^il  in  France ;  without  giving  to  any  unem- 
ployed labourer  a  right  to  demand  support  in  a  particnlar 
place  or  fmm  a  particular  fimc.lionary.  The  ]>ower  of  dis* 
mitisal,  aa  regards  individnal  labouTOi-B,  wouhl  then  remain ; 
tht?  government  only  undertaking  to  create  additional  em- 
ployment when  there  was  a  detiriency,  and  rcstTrving,  like 
other  euiployorg,  the  choice  of  its  own  workpeople.  But 
let  them  work  ever  so  efficiently,  the  increasing  population 
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could  not,  as  we  have  so  often  bIiowd,  incrcftHC  the  pro<liic? 
prup^itiuiially :  the  surplus,  aflcr  all  vuru  ltd,  wuuld  bear 
a  less  and  less  proportion  to  tiie  Avliole  produco  and  to  tlie 
pupulatiiiu :  and  liic  iucrea^  uf  {uMjplu  going  un  in  a  con- 
etant  ratio,  while  the  increase  of  produce  wont  on  in  a  di'' 
iniriishitig  ratio,  tlic  BnrpluR  wuuld  in  time  he  whylljr  ab- 
sorbed ;  ta.iation  for  the  6np]H>rt  of  the  poor  would  engroea 
the  whole  iecouie  of  the  uuuutry ;  the  j)aj)ere  and  the  re- 
ceivers would  ho  melted  down  into  one  mass.  Tlic  clieck 
to  population  either  by  death  or  prudence,  conld  not  theaj 
he  Atavod  oflT  atiy  lon^r,  hut  nnttit  come  into  uperatiua 
sudden!)'  and  at  once;  everything  wldeh  places  maxUdudj 
aJwve  a  nest  of  ants  or  a  colony  of  beavers,  liaring  perished 
in  the  hilerval, 

Tliese  eonseqiiencos  linve  been  so  often  and  so  eleurly, 
pointed  out  by  authora  of  reputation,  in  writing  known] 
and  aci'i!8an)le,  that  ignorance  of  them  on  the  part  of  edii-j 
cated  pc*r^ont^  U  no  longer  pardonable.     It  is  duubly  di&- 
crcditnble  in  any  jwraon  setting  up  for  a  public  teacher,  to 
ignore  tlie&c  considenitionR ;  to  digmiss  them  silently,  and 
di»(!in48  or  declaim  on  wages  and  poor-laws,  not  im  if  thejc 
ai'gunientA  could  be  refuted,  but  ad  if  tlicy  did  not  exii>t. 

Every  one  has  a  right  to  live.     "We  will  «u])po«c  this! 
granted.     But  no  one  has  a  right  to  bring  creatures  intO' 
life,  to  be  supported  by  other  ]ieopie.    Whoever  uieaiis  to 
stand  upon  tlie  firiit  of  theee  rights  niuftt  rcuouneo  all  pre-J 
tensions  to  the  laot.     If  a  man  caj^not  support  even  hiuiBctf 
unlesH  others  help  him,  those  others  ai-e  entitled  to  say  that 
J  they  do  not  alao  undertake  the  support  of  any  (Spring 
which  it  ifi  physically  poesihle  for  hiin  to  summon  into  tlie 
I  world.     Yet  there   art;   abundHUce  of  writers   and  public 
Bpeakcrs,  including  many  of  most  ostentations  prcten^ons 
to  high  feeling,  whose  views  of  life  are  so  tndy  bnitieh.  that 
they  see   harflt-hip   in   ]nrvt'nting   pauiien*  fmui    hi-ewling 
hereditary  paupers  in  the  Avorkhouse  itself.    Posterity  will 
one  day  ask  with  luitonl&hnient,  what  &urt  of  people  it  cutdd 
be  among  whom  such  pEcacherfi  coutd  find  proselytes. 
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It  would  be  possible  for  tbe  slate  (o  guaniuteo  eniploj' 
nieiit  lit  »inple  waged  to  nil  wlio  are  bum.  But  it*  it  doiis 
tJiis,  it  16  bound  in  selt'jirotection,  and  for  tbe  salce  of  every 
pur^KJde  for  wliich  govenniient  exidt^,  to  provide  that  no 
person  shall  be  burn  without  its  consent.  If  tbe  ordinui-y 
und  spontaneous  motives  to  self-restraint  are  removed;,  others 
must  be  substituted.  Kcstrietion^  on  marriiige,  at  lead! 
eqifivalent  to  tliosc  exiiitiu^  in  some  of  tliu  German  States, 
or  severe  pentLltius  on  those  who  have  cJiildrcn  when  unable 
to  support  tliem,  would  then  be  indispensable.  Sueioty  can 
feinl  the  necessitous,  if  it  takes  tlieir  multiplication  under 
ltd  control ;  or  (U'  destitute  of  all  moral  feeling  for  tlie 
wreU'lied  otrsprin^)  it  can  l<'avc  tlie  hiat  to  their  dit^-retiou, 
abandoning  the  fii-st  to  their  own  care.  But  it  cannot  with 
impunity  take  the  feeding  upon  itself,  ajid  leave  the  multi- 
plying free. 

To  give  profusely  to  tbe  people,  whether  under  tbe  name 
of  charity  or  of  employment,  without  plaeing  thcni  iindor 
such  influences  that  prudential  motives  shall  act  powerfully 
upon  them,  is  to  lavish  the  means  of  beuetitiug  muukiud, 
without  attaining  the  object.  Leave  the  people  in  a  situ- 
ation in  which  their  cronditloii  manifestly  depends  ufion 
their  numbers,  and  the  greatest  permanent  benefit  may  be 
derive<l  from  any  sacrifice  made  to  improve  the  physical 
well-being  of  the  present  generation,  and  raiae^  by  tliat 
means,  the  habits  of  their  children.  But  remove  the  regu- 
lation of  their  wages  (ram  tlicir  own  <Mntrol ;  gtiurantee  to 
thorn  a  certain  payment,  either  by  law,  or  by  the  feeding 
of  the  eonimunity  ;  and  no  amount  of  comfort  that  you  can 
give  them  will  make  either  them,  or  their  descendants  look 
to  Uieir  own  self-restraint  as  tlio  proper  means  for  jtreaerv- 
ing  them  in  that  state.  You  will  only  make  thorn  indig- 
nantly claim  the  continuance  of  your  guarantee,  to  them- 
selves and  their  full  complement  of  possible  posterity. 

On  these  grounds  some  writers  have  altogether  cim- 
demned  tlie  English  poor-law,  and  any  syf-tcm  of  relief  to 
tbe  ablc-lKxliwl,  at  least  when  uucombined  with  syt^tematic 
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Ici^hI  prcciuilions  a^niiiBt  ovcr-popiilation.     The  lAiiiniis 
ul"  the  43 '  of  Elizuboth  undertook,  on  the  part  of  the  pubU 
to  provide  work  and  wawea  for  nil  thndeBtitnte  ahle-Uodivd 
aud  thoru  ia  little  doubt  that  if  tlic  intent  of  that  Act  h 
Im.'cii  fully  carried  out,  and  no  menus  Iia(i  been  adopted  h 
tlic  a<liiii[iistrator8  of  relief  to  neutralize  its  natural  tcudei; 
cics,  the  p<.H)r-rH.te  would  by  this  time  have  alworbed  Ih 
whole  net  produce  of  the  land  and  labour  of  lUe  couiitiT. 
It  is  not  at  all  surprisiii;!,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Miilthun  ou 
otUeiii  lihotdd  at  iir»t  have  eoiicludt^d  against  all  poor-la 
whatever.     It  required  mueli  experience  and  careful  ex 
annnation  of  diflei-ent  modes  of  poor-law  management,  I 
give  assurance  tliat  the  adniiBsion  of  au  ah^olutu  right  ( 
he  snp))ortod  at  the  cost  of  other  people,  could  exist  in  lairl 
and  in  fait,  without  fatally  relaxing  the  springs  of  indu£i 
and  the  restrainta  of  prudence.    This,  however,  waft  ftall, 
substantiatL'd,  by  the  investigations  of  the  original  Pi 
Law  Commi&gionyrs.     Hostile  as  they  are  unjustly  aw 
of  being  to  the  principle  of  legal  relief,  they  are  tlie  fi 
who  fully  proved  the  comjmtibility  of  any  Poor  Law, 
which  a  right  to  relief  was  rctrognised,  with  tlie  permancn 
inteixiats  of  the  labouiing  class  and  of  posterity.     By  a  eot- 
lection  of  fact*,  experimentally  tt*.cei-t.nincd  in  parishes  Bcat- 
lerc<l  tlirougliout  Kngland.  it  was  shown  tJiai  the  guamntcft' 
of  snjjport  could  be  freed  from  its  injiunons  effects  upon  th 
niind.-i  and  habits  of  tlie  people,  if  tlie  relief,  thougli  ample 
in  i*espect  to  nc<-cw*arics,  was  accompanied  with  conditiona 
which  they  disliked,  consisting  of  some  rehtrainta  on  their 
fi-cedom,  and  the  privation  of  s^me  indulgencca.    Und 
this  proviijo.  it  may  bo  regarded,  as  irrevocably  ostjiblishwl, 
that  the  fate  of  no  incuibcr  of  tlic  conununity  needs  he 
a1)andone<l  to  chance ;  that  society  can  and  thea-fore  ongh 
to  ensure  every  individual  belonging  to  it  against  the  ex 
tr(!me  of  want ;  llmt  the  c(Hiditi<>n  even  of  those  who  ara 
unable  to  6nd  their  own  support,  needs  not  bo  one  of  physi 
cal  suffering,  or  the  dread  of  it,  hut  only  of  restricted  indol- 
gieaco,and  enforced  rigidity  of  discipline.    Tliis  is  surely 
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BOmetliing  gained  for  huinai)ity,  important  in  it&elf,  and 
Btill  more  so  as  a  &tep  to  sometliing  beyond  ;  iind  liuniantty 
has  no  worsu  cninnies  than  tlioee  who  lend  thcmeelved, 
either  knowingly  or  unintentionally,  to  bring  odinni  ou  this 
law,  or  ou  tlic  [)rinci|iled  in  whicli  it  originated. 

§  3.  Next  to  the  attempts  to  rcifiilnto  wa^s,  and 
pro\-id«  artiliciiilly  that  all  who  arc  willing  to  wurk  Bhall 
receive  an  adequate  price  for  their  labonr,  we  Iiave  to  vqu- 
eidcr  another  class  nf  pnpnlar  remedies,  whieli  do  not  pro- 
ft'^  to  interlVre  with  Ircedom  ol"  eontract ;  which  leave 
wages  to  be  Kxed  by  the  competition  of  the  market,  bnt, 
when  they  are  coufiidercd  iusuttiticnt,  endcavonr  by  tome 
ftiibsidiary  resource  to  make  up  to  the  labourers  for  the  iu- 
enfHcieney.  Of  this  nature  was  the  experiient  resorted  to 
by  parish  autlionties,  during  thirty  or  forty  yenrs  previous 
to  1834,  generally  known  as  the  Allowance  SvBtem.  Tl\n 
was  first  introduced,  when,  through  a  Kueecssion  of  bad  8c»- 
sons,  and  eonscgucnt  high  price*  of  food,  the  wages  of  labour 
had  heronic  inadequate  to  afford  to  the  farallicR  of  the  agri- 
<Tultui-al  labourers  the  auionnt  of  support  to  which  they  had 
been  accnstomed.  Sentiments  of  humanity,  joined  with 
the  idea  then  iuenlcatcd  in  high  quarters,  that  people  ouglit  > 
not  to  be  allowed  to  suffer  tor  having  enriche*!  their  conn-  < 
try  with  a  multitude  of  infiabilants,  induced  tlie  raagistralea 
of  the  rural  districts  to  corameiicc  giving  parish  relief  to 
jjersons  already  in  private  i!inploviiieut :  and  when  tlio 
practice  had  once  been  sanctioned,  the  immediate  interest 
of  th(^  fiinnorH,  wliom  it  enabled  to  throw  part  of  the  sup- 
|K>rt  of  their  labourers  upon  the  other  iuhabitonl^  of  the 
parish,  led  to  a  great  and  rapid  extension  of  it.  Tlin  prin- 
riple  of  this  scheiuo  being  avowedly  tliat  of  adapting  the 
mcajni  of  every  family  to  it3  necessities,  it  was  a  natural 
conaequenco  that  more  should  be  given  to  the  marrtc^l  than 
to  the  »ini;le.  and  to  tliose  who  had  large  families  than  to 
those  who  had  not:  in  tact,  an  allowance  was  usual!}*  granted 
for  every  child.     So  direct  and  po&itivc  an  eneoiiragcmcnt 
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to  population  is  not,  howovor,  inseparable  &om  the  sclicmc ;  | 
the  allowance  in  aid  of  wagcA  might  be  a  fixed  tiling,  gxvcxi 
to  all  Ia1xttin>m  allkt;,  ami  an  this  is  tlic  lejmt  ulJ^Ttinmiblo' 
form  which  the  eystcm  can  assmue,  wc  will  give  it  the  bene-, 
fit  of  the  snpposition. 

It  is  obviuub  that  this  U  uivT^ly  another  mode  of  tixing 
amiuiiuumof  wjtgeri;  no  otherwise  dilferiug  from  the  di- 
rect mude,  than  in  sllo^Yiug  the  em]>lu^'er  to  buy  the  labour' 
at  its  market  price,  tbe  differenee  being  made  up  to  the 
Iftlwnrer  from  a  public  fund.  The  one  kind  of  ^aranteo 
is  open  to  all  the  objections  wliieh  Imre  been  urged  against 
the  other.  It  promises  to  the  labourers  that  thej  shall  all  | 
have  a  certain  amount  of  wayes,  however  numerous  Uiey 
may  he :  and  removes,  tlicrclbrcr  alike  the  poeiiivc  and  the 
pnidential  ohgtaeles  to  an  unlimited  increase.  But  besides 
the  objfctioiid  common  to  all  attempts  to  regulate  wages 
wit)iout  regulating  poptUatiou,  the  allowance  system  has  a 
peculiar  abt^urdity  of  its  own.  This  is^  that  it  inevitably 
takes  from  wa},'es  with  one  band  what  it  adds  to  them  witli 
the  other.  There  ia  a  rate  of  wagcji,  eitlier  the  lowest  on 
which  the  people  can,  or  the  lowest  on  which  they  will  con- 
sent, Iq  live.  We  will  giippose  this  to  be  seven  shilllnj^ 
a-wec'k.  Shocked  at  the  wretehetlness  of  this  pittance  tlie 
parish  authorities  humanely  make  it  up  to  ten.  But  the 
labourei-a  arc  accustomed  to  seven,  and  though  they  would 
gladly  liave  more,  will  live  on  that  (as  tlic  fact  proves) 
rather  lliim  restrain  the  iiwttnct  of  irniltijilirntion.  Tlicir 
habits  will  not  he  uliei*ed  for  the  better  by  giving  llieni 
parish  pay.  Keceiviu^  tlirpo  8hillinn;s  fn»m  the  ])arish,  they 
•will  be  as  well  uff  ua  before  though  tliey  should  increasu 
sufbciontly  to  bring  down  wages  to  four  shillings.  They 
will  aceordinjiily  people  d<»wn  to  that  point ;  or  perhaps, 
without  waiting  for  an  increase  of  numbers,  tliere  are  un- 
employed lalfourers  enough  in  the  workhouse  to  produce  the  I 
effect  at  once.  It  is  well  known  that  the  allowance  Kvstem , 
did  practically  oi)erate  in  tbe  mode  described,  and  that 
under  its  influence  wages  sank  to  a  lower  rate  than  had 
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been  known  In  Kngbuid  lidfure.  During  the  la&t  century, 
under  a  rathei'  rigid  aduiinielnition  of  ibe  poor-biwg.  popn- 
hilion  increased  bIuuIv,  and  agricultural  wagi*  were  i-on- 
sidi-'rabL^  altove  the  Htiirvation  point.  Under  llie  idluwance 
»y6t»ni  tbe  people  inereiised  so  fast,  and  wages  sunk  «o  low, 
tliat  witli  wagL'ts  and  allowau<-e  tuyetlier,  (luniliei*  were  wori-« 
off  than  they  had  been  before  witli  wages  alone.  When  tiie 
labourer  dupenda  aolely  on  wages,  there  is  a  virtual  mini' 
uium.  If  wages  fall  below  the  lowest  rale  whicli  will  enable 
the  population  to  be  kept  up.  depopulation  at  least  restores 
them  to  that  lowest  ral«.  But  if  the  deficiency  ia  to  bo 
made  up  by  a  forced  contribution  from  all  who  have  any- 
thing to  give,  wages  may  fall  below  stan-ation  point ;  Otey 
may  fall  ahnost  to  zero.  Thiri  dej)]oniblo  Bvstcm,  worse 
than  any  other  fonn  of  poor-law  abuge  yet  invented,  inas- 
much aa  it  pauiwrizes  nut  merely  the  unemployed  part  of 
the  pojmlatioij  but  ihc  whole,  has  now  been  abolished,  and 
of  this  one  abuBO  at  least  it  may  be  said  that  nobody  pio- 
fe6£e6  to  wir^h  for  its  revival. 


§  4,  But  while  this  is  (it  is  to  be  hoped)  cxplodod,  there 
U  another  mode  of  relief  in  aid  of  wages,  which  id  still  highly 
popular;  a  mode  greatly  preferable,  morally  and  eocially, 
to  parish  allowanee,  hut  tending,  it  is  to  be  feared,  to  a  very 
similar  economical  result ;  I  mean  the  much-boasted  Allot- 
ment System.  This,  too,  is  a  contrivance  to  compensatu 
tlw  labourer  for  the  iubiifiieieney  of  his  wages,  by  giving 
him  something  els«^  as  a  sujijdement  to  them :  but  instead 
of  having  them  made  up  troni  the  pi>or-rate,  he  it*  enabled  to 
make  them  up  for  himself,  by  renting  a  small  piece  of 
gnmnd,  whicli  he  eullivatfs  like  a  garden  by  spade  lulHiur, 
rairiing  {potatoes  and  other  vegetables  for  home  eonsump* 
tion,  with  perha]):*  some  additional  quantity  for  sjde.  If  he 
hirt^  tlie  ground  ready  manured  ho  sometimes  pays  for  it 
at  as  high  a  rate  as  eight  pounds  au  acre :  but  getting  Ida 
own  labour  and  that  of  his  fiunily  for  nothing,  hu  is  able  to 
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gain  several  ponnds  }ty  it  even  at  m>  high  a  reut,*    The 
patmns  of  the  system  make  it  a  great  point  lliat  the  allut- 
iiieiit  shall  be  in  aid  of  wages,  and  not  a  substitute  for  them 
tlijtt  it  shiill  not  be  siifli  as  a  lubuwrer  can  lire  on,  but  tmit' 
sutliciiMit  to  oircHpy  tliu  spoiT  hoiim  and  dava  ul'  a  man  in 
tolerably  regular  ngricuHural  employment,  with  assistance 
from  liifi  wife  and  cliildrtm.     Tliey  usnally  limit  the  exteni 
of  a  single  allotment  to  a  quarter,  or  gometlting  between 
quarter  and  half  an  aci'e.     If  it  exeecds  this,  witbont  beii 
enough  to  occupy  liim  entirely,  it  will  make  him,  they  sa/l 
A  bad  and  uncertain  workman  for  hire:  if  it  in  sufBeicnt 
to  take  !iim  untirelv  out  of  the  class  of  hired  labourers,  and 
to  become  hta  solo  means  of  sub&iEtenec,  it  will  niukc  bimi 
an  Irish  cottier:  for  wliii^h  assertion,  at  the  enormous  rent 
usually  demanded,  there  is  some  foundation.     But  in  theii 
pn'rantions  against  eottierirtm,  these  wcll-mejining  persons 
do  not  perceive,  that  if  the  svBtem  they  patronize  is  not  «^ 
cottier  system,  it  is,  in  essentials,  neither  more  nor  lese  tlmn^ 
a  system  of  conacre. 

There  is  no  doubt  a  material  diflcrcnre  betwwn  ekin^' 
out  insuthcifiit  wages  by  a  fund  raised  by  taxation,  and 
doing  the  same  thing  by  mcauB  which  make  a  clear  addh| 
tion  to  the  gross  produce  of  the  eomitry.    Tlicre  is  al:^> 
diffcnmne  between  helping  a  labourer  by  means  of  his  owl 
industry',  and  snbsidi^iing  him  in  a  mode  which  tends 
make  him  careless  and  idle.    On  both  these  point,s  allot-' 
menta  have  an  unq  nest  ion  able  advantage  over  parish  allow* 
ances.    But  in  their  eflcet  on  wages  and  |>opulation,  I 
no  reason  why  ihti  two  plans  should  substantially  diffu 
All  subsidies  in  aid  of  wages  enable  the  labourer  to  do  wit] 
less   i*enmneration,   and    therefore  ultimately  bring  dowaj 
the  price  of  labour  by  the  full  amount,  nnlcsu  a  change 
wrought  iu  the  ideas  and  requirements  of  the  labouring] 
class;  an  alteration  in  the  relative  value  which  they 
upon  the  gratification  of  their  iustincta,  and  upon  the  if 
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crease  of  tlieir  comforts  aud  tlie  ruraforts  of  tliij&e  coiinLt-'Uxl 
wilb  tht^m.  Tliut  any  sucli  rliungL  iu  tlicir  character  ^liuuld 
be  prixluccd  by  the  iUU>tment  Byeietn,  a])pearB  tu  me  a  tbiug 
not  to  be  exiM?i:toil.  Tho  {Xtshcstiion  uf  land,  wu  are  Buiue- 
liuics  told,  renders  the  labonror  providunt.  Pi\)|»erty  in 
land  does  so ;  or  what  is  equivalent  to  property,  uccupa- 
tlun  on  fixed  terms  and  ou  a  pcnri&nent  tcnui-e.  But  mere 
hiring  from  year  to  year  was  never  found  to  inive  any  such 
effect.  Did  poiigcebioQ  of  laud  I'eudcr  the  L'laiuuau  provi- 
dent i  Testimonies,  it  is  true,  abound,  and  I  do  not  seek 
to  discredir  Ihem,  of  the  benelieial  ehunge  pi-oducwl  in  the 
conduct  and  condition  of  labourers,  by  receiving  allotments. 
Such  an  effect  is  to  be  expected  wlule  those  wlio  hold  them 
are  a  feniall  number;  a  privile<j^d  class,  having  a  status 
above  the  comuion  level,  which  they  are  unwliliug  to  loec. 
They  are  also,  uo  doubt,  alinnst  always,  originally  a  select 
elasfi,  composed  of  the  nio^t  favuurable  spwMmens  of  tlie 
labouring  people:  which,  however,  is  attended  with  ibe 
inconvenience  that  the  ]>erson9  to  whom  the  system  facili- 
tates-marrying  and  having  children,  are  prei:ii-ely  those  who 
"would  otherwise  be  the  most  likely  to  pnwtisc  prudential 
restraint.  As  affecting  the  general  condition  of  the  lalnjur- 
ing  class,  the  sclieme,  as  it  seems  to  me,  must  bo  either 
nugatory  or  niiscliievons.  If  only  a  lew  labourers  liave 
allotments,  they  are  naturally  thotie  who  could  do  best  with- 
out ihenij  and  no  good  is  done  to  the  class:  while,  if  the 
system  were  general,  and  every  or  almost  every  lal)Ourer 
liatl  an  allotment,  I  believe  tlie  effect  would  bo  mneh  the 
same  as  when  every  or  almost  every  labiMirer  lm<l  an  allow- 
ance in  aid  of  wages.  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
if,  at  the  end  of  the  last  centurj',  the  Allotment  instead  of 
the  Allowance  system  find  been  generally  adopted  in  Eng- 
land, it  would  equally  have  broken  down  tljc  practical  re- 
straints on  p^puhttion  which  at  that  time  did  really  exist ; 
population  would  have  started  forward  exactly  as  in  fact  it 
did ;  and  iu  twenty  years,  wage-s  plus  the  allotment  would 
have  been,  as  wages  plus  the  allowance  actually  were,  no 
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more  tlmn  equal  to  the  fortncr  wofl;o.s  without  any  allotmeni 
Tlie  only  (Jili'erence  in  I'avour  of  tillotments  would  havubct 
timt  they  make  tbo  people  grow  thetr  own  jiooi^rates. 

I  am  nt  the  same  time  quite  i-cndy  to  allow,  tliat  in  soi 
circuuistunce^,  the  |iua6Cssion  uf  luud  at  a  fair  rent,  cvei 
without  ownership,  by  tlie  generality  of  labourere  for 
«q»t*ratca  a»  n  cuiige  not  of  Itiw,  hut  of  liigh  wjir^es.  Thli 
however,  is  when  their  land  i-cndcrs  them,  to  the  extent  o( 

I  actual  necessaries^  inilepcndent  of  tlie  market  for  labonr. 
Tlierc   is  the  greateai  ditlerenee  between  the  position  ofj 
people  who  live  hy  wncrt^Sj  -n-jth  land  as  an  extra  rcgourcof 
and  of  people  who  can,  in  easL-  of  neresaity,  suhsist  entirely 
on  their  land,  and  only  work  (or  hire  to  add  to  their  coi 
fi»rtfi.     AVajres  are  likely  to  be  hij;h  where  none  are  iK)m[it4 
lc<l  by  necessity  to  sell  tlieir  labour.     "People  who  have 
home  some  kind  of  i>n>perty  to  apply  their  lalwur  to,  will 
not  j4ell  their  labour  thr  wa^es  tliat  do  not  afford  them 
bettor  diet  than  potatoes  and  uiaize,  ultlmu^  tii  saviug  fa 
themselves,  tliey  may  live  very  mueh  on  potatoes  and  inati 
Wc  arc  often  surprised  in  travelling  on  the  (?i)ntinent,  lo' 
hear  of  a  rate  of  day's  wages  very  high,  considering  llu 
ubiindanre  and  ehea{u){^at)  nf  fofid.     It  is  want  of  the  neci 
sity  or  inclination  to  take  work,  that  makes  day-lal^our 
Bcnree,  and,  contiidering  the  price  of  provifticmp,  dear,  in  nmny, 
parts  of  the  C'outinent,  where  properly  in  land  ia  widely  dil 
fused  auiong  the  people."*     There  are  parts  of  tho  ConI 
nent  where,  even  of  the  iuhabitant^t  of  the  towns,  scaixa:!] 
one  eeenis  to  l>c  exclusively  dependent  on  his  oetensible  ci 

■  ployment ;  and  nothing  ciso  can  explain  the  high  prieu  they 
put  on  their  serviecs.  and  the  carol efiftiess  they  evince  as  tuj 
wliether  they  are  enii>loy(sl  at  all.  But  the  effect  wouM  b 
far  different  if  their  land  or  other  resources  gave  them  onlj 
a  fraction  of  a  subsistence,  leaving  thorn  under  an  nndimiii 
ishi'd  netressity  of  selling  their  labour  for  Magtw  in  an  over 
stocked  market.  Tlieir  laud  would  then  merely  enable  tht 
to  exist  on  smaller  wages,  and  to  carry  tlieir  niulliplicatiui 


POPCLAR   REMEDIES  FOR  LOW   WA«ES. 


455 


BO  iinich  tl»c  further  before  reaching  the  point  below  which 
they  eitlier  eoul-l  not,  or  would  not»  descend. 

To  the  view  I  Imve  taken  of  the  effect  of  allotnionU,  I 
600  no  arjfumont  which  can  be  opposed,  but  thnt  employed 
by  Mr.  Thonilou,*  with  uhnm  im  thi**  subject  I  am  at  ihsuu. 
Tlis  defence  of  ollotnients  is  grounded  on  the  general  doc- 
trine, tlmt  it  is  only  tlie  very  jMHir  whn  niiiltijily  without  re- 
gard to  consctpicnccs,  and  that  if  the  condition  of  the  exist- 
ing generation  could  be  greatly  improved,  which  he  thinks 
iniglit  be  done  hy  the  allotment  system,  tiieir  euct-cssors 
would  grow  up  witli  an  increased  etantlanl  of  requirements, 
and  wouhl  not  have  families  until  tlicy  oouhl  keep  them  in 
as  much  comfort  as  that  in  which  Ihey  bad  been  brought  up 
themselves.  I  agree  in  a^  much  of  this  argument  as  goe«  to 
prove  that  a  fc.uddcn  and  veiy  gi*eat  improvement  iu  the 
condition  of  (he  poor,  has  always,  through  its  effect  on  their 
habitA  of  life,  a  chance  of  becoming  ]>erm;inent.  Whsit  hap- 
pened at  the  time  of  the  French  Kcvolullon  is  an  example. 
But  I  cannot  think  that  the  addition  of  a  quarter  or  even 
half  an  acre  to  every  labourer's  cottage,  and  that  too  at  a 
rat!!;  rent,  would  (after  the  fall  of  wages  which  would  he 
necessary  to  absorb  the  already  existing  mass  of  i»auper 
labour)  make  so  great  a  diflTorem-p  in  the  comforts  of  the 
family  for  a  generation  to  come,  ay  to  raise  up  from  child- 
hood a  labouring  population  with  a  really  higher  permanent 
standard  of  retpiircmentsaud  habttti.  So  suiall  a  portion  of 
land  could  only  be  made  a  ]>ermancnt  iK-nctit,  by  holding 
ont  encouragements  to  acquire  by  industry  aud  saviug,  the 
nieanii  of  buying  it  outright :  a  permission  which,  if  exten- 
aJTcly  made  nm  of,  would  lie  a  kind  of  education  in  fore- 
thought and  fiTigality  to  the  entire  class,  the  effects  of  which 
might  not  cease  with  the  occasion.  Tlio  benefit  wnuhl  how- 
ever ariii'e,  not  from  what  wa?  given  thciu,  but  fn)Ui  what 
they  were  stimulated  to  acquire. 

No  rcmeflies  for  low  wi^es  Imvc  the  Bmallofit  chance  of 
being  cfflcocious,  which  do  not  i>penile  on  and  through  the 
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minds  and  habits  of  the  people.    Wtilc  these  are  unaflvcted, 
ttiiv  contrivaimc,  even  if  siiccessrul,  lor  temporarily  iuiprov- 
ing  the  condition  of  the  Tcrj'  poor^  would  but  lei  bU^  thf 
reins  by  whieli   population  was  previoxisly   curbed;    and' 
could  only,  tlii^relore,  contiuiie  lo  j>roiUn!e  its  eflet't,  if,  by 
the  whip  itnd  spur  of  taxation,  eapital  were  compelled  to 
follow  at   an  eqiiully  accelerated   pace.     But   thin  proceai. 
could  not  possibly  continue  for  long  together,  and  wlicncverl 
it  stopped,  it  would  leavo  the  country  with  an  inereascd 
number  of  the  poorest  class,  and  a  dindniBhc<l  pn)portion  of 
all  except  the  poorest,  or,  if  it  continued  long  enough,  with, 
□one  at  all.     For  **  to  tliis  complexion  inuet  come  at  last*' 
all  social  arrangements,  which  remove  the  natural  cheeks  toj 
popidation  without  substituting  any  otbers. 
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§  1.  llv  wimt  means,  then,  is  poverty  to  be  conternJed 
njifaiiist?  Mow  is  the  evil  of  low  wages  to  be  remodiud  ( 
U  tlie  expedients  usually  rw-om mended  for  the  iinri>oge  me 
not  adapted  to  it,  can  no  otlicra  l>e  thought  of  IT  la  tlio 
problem  incapable  of  solution  ?  Can  poliliful  economy  do 
nothing,  bnt  only  object  to  everything,  and  deniou^trAtc 
tiiat  noTbinp:  can  be  done  ? 

If  tliis  wen:  so,  pjlitica!  economy  miiiht  have  a  needfid, 
but  wouhl  liave  a  melancholy,  and  a  thankless  task.  If  the 
bulk  of  the  human  race  arc  alwaj*  \o  remain  as  at  present, 
bIhvcs  to  toil  in  which  they  hat*e  no  interest,  and  therefore 
feel  no  interest — drudfipng  from  early  morning  till  late  at 
night  for  hare  necessaries,  and  with  all  the  iutellectnal  and 
moral  deficiencies  which  that  implies — without  resources 
either  in  mind  or  fcohnw« — nntnnght,  f»r  they  i-annot  he 
better  taught  than  fe«l ;  wrlHsh,  for  all  their  thoughis  are 
rcfpiired  for  themsclvc*;  without  interests  or  Bcntiment*  na 
citizens  and  mcinltcrs  of  society,  and  with  a  senso  of  injus- 
tice rankling  in  their  minds,  equally  for  what  they  have  not, 
and  for  what  others  have  ;  I  know  not  what  there  ta  which 
fthonld  make  a  person  with  any  capacity  of  reason,  concern 
himself  aliout  the  destinies  of  the  huntun  niee.  There 
would  be  no  wigdom  for  any  one  bnt  in  extracting  from  life, 
with  Epicurean  indifierencc,  as  much  personal  Rntl^fartlon 
U»  himHelt'  and  those  with  whom  he  6ynij>iitliiBe&,  ne  it  e»n 
yield  without  injury  to  any  one,  and  letting  the  luimeaning 
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bustio  of  BihcalltHl  iMvilize<]  e,\it*t(;nce  roll  by  uubeedod.     B 
there  is  no  ground  t<)r  sufh  a  view  of  liiiinan  atfiiira.     Puv- 
ertj,  like  most  social  eviU,  exists  because  men  follow  th 
I»rute  iiiBtinelg  without  due  eunBlclerutiuti.     Hut  society 
possible,  precisely  because  man  is  not  ncceeaarily  a  bra 
Civilizuliun  iu  evci^  one  uf  iU  aspc-cta  is  a  struggle  aguini 
the  animal  in&tinctH,     Over  Bome  even  of  the  rtrongest 
tiuiiiif  it  has  i^hown  it&elf  capaljle  of  iK^q^uiriiig  abundant  coi 
trol.     It  has  artificial! zed  large  portions  uf  mankiud  to  eu 
an  ext{,'nt,  that  of  inaiiy  of  their  most  natural  ini-linatio 
they  have  scarcely  a  vestige  or  a  remembrance  left.     If  Ii 
hag  not  brought  the  iui^linct  uf  population  under  as  much 
rc^ti':iiiit  as  is  needful,  we  must  rcnicmbcr  that  it  has  nev< 
seriouc'Iy  tried.     What  efforts  it  has  made,  have  mostly  b 
iu  the  contrary  direction.     Ktligion,  morality,  and  sta 
maiiship  have  vied  with  one  another  in  incitements  to  mar- 
riage, and  to  the  mult ii)lieut ion  of  the  siiecies,  so  it  bo  bi 
in  wedlock.     li^Higioii  has  not  evim  yet  dii^cuntinunl  i 
enconrageinents.     The  Eoraan  Catholic  clergy  (of  any  other 
clergy  it  is  unnet-eAsary  to  speak,  sinre  no  other  have  an; 
considerable  intlucnce  over  the  poorer  classes)  everywhc 
think  it  their  duty  to  promote  marriage,  in  order  to  prevcni 
loruii!alio».     There  is  still  in  many  minds  a  sirnug  rcHgio 
prejudice  against  the  true  doctrine,     'flie  rich,  provided  ll 
consequences  do  not  toueh  themselves,  think  it  impugns 
wisilom  of  Providence  to  8U]ipo»c  tlint  misery  can  rest; 
from  the  operation  of  a  natural  jtropensity  :  tlie  i>o(»r  tlii 
that  "God  never  sends  mouths  but  he  scuds  meat."    X 
one  would  guess  from  the  language  of  either,  that  man  h; 
any  voice  ur  choice  in  tlic  matter.    So  complete  is  tlic  o 
fusion  of  ideas  on  the  whole  subject;   owing  in  a  gi 
degree  to  the  mystery  in  which  it  is  shrouded  by  a  spurio 
delicacy,  wbich  prefers  that  right  and  wrong  should  bo  mi 
measm'cil  and  confounded  on  one  of  the  subjectf)  mottt  m 
mentous  to  human  welfare,  rather  than   that  the  frubj 
ehoitld  be  freely  spoken  of  and  discu^tsed.     People  are  Htll 
sv'arc  of  liio  cijst  to  manJdrid  of  this  scT'.'p^'h'sity  of  speech 
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TliB  di«ea8Cr  of  ftociety  can,  no  more  than  corporal  maladies, 
lie  prevented  orciirtHl  without  being  Bpoken  about  in  plain 
lanf^ajfe.  All  experience  bIiowb  that  tlio  mass  of  niatikiml 
never  jndwe  ol'  iiioral  qiiostionB  tor  tlienisBlves,  never  see 
anything  to  be  right  or  wronj?  until  ihoy  have  been  fre- 
quently told  it ;  and  who  tells  tlieni  that  they  Iiave  any 
duties  in  tlie  ntattcr  in  question,  while  they  keep  within 
inatrinionial  liniit.tf  AVhu  nieetH  with  the  ^uiallest  eon- 
dcuinatioii,  or  rather,  who  does  not  meet  with  synqyathy 
and  benevolence,  tor  any  amount  of  evil  whicJi  he  may  have 
hroiigiit  upon  hinitielf  and  thorn*.  de|H?ndent  on  him,  by  this 
Bpecie«>  of  incontinence  i  While  a  man  who  h  intemperate 
in  drink.  Is  dig<'Miintenanced  and  despised  by  all  who  profcfia 
Xo  be  moral  people,  it  i»  uue  of  the  cliief  grountU  made  use 
of  in  appeals  to  the  benevolent,  that  the  applieont  baa  a 
lai^e  family  and  is  unable  to  maintain  them.* 

One  Ciinnot  wonder  that  silence  on  this  great  deports 
meni  of  human  duty  should  produce  unconsciousness  of 
moral  obligations,  when   it  prodiicej*  oblivion  of  physical 
factji.    That  it  is  possible  to  delay  marriage,  and  to  live  in 
alwtinence  while  unmarried,  most  peo]>le  are  willing  to 
allow  :  hut  when  {>erRnnK  ai-c  once  married,  the  idea,  in  thii; 
countrp*  never  seems  to  enter  any  one's  mind  that  having  or 
not  liaving  a  family,  or  the  number  of  which  it  fjIibH  consist, 
is  anicnftblc  to  tlieir  own  control.     One  would  imagine  that 
ehildri.'n  were  rained   down  upon   married  people,  direct   \ 
i'nnu  heavirn,  without  their  being  ui-t  or  pai-t  in  the  matter;    S 
that  it  was  really,  as  tlie  common  phrnses  have  it,  God's 
will,  and  not  their  own,  which  deei<led  llie  nun>h4*rs  of  their    ' 
ofispring.     Let  ufi  see  what  is  a  Continental  pliilosttplter's 
opinion  on  this  p<nnt;  a  man  among  the  most  benevolent   \ 
of  his  time,  and  the  happiness  of  whose  uiurned  life  has  been     ' 
celebrated. 


*  Utll«  improTvmcnt  can  be  expectwi  io  ncinlily  nntU  the  prodRctng  iNrgc 
IknlliM  is  rcftnrUcil  irilh  Uw  mate  fi-dlnea  m^  dninkcnncn  or  ai>\  iitb«f  |)hyskal 
CECOB.  But  while  tl)c  sriiilnmiry  mxI  i-'U-r)^  trv  fDniniHiI  tu  wot  the  fxampW 
of  thia  kic'i  uf  iuDDDtininicf.  wbat  can  be  expected  frotii  the  poor? 
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*'  LorRqiie  des  pix-jngL-s  ilangereiis,"  says  SiHiiiuiidi,* 
Bontpoiut  ftticmHtt'ajlorfWpruiii;  muralo  cuiitriiirc  a  uue  vi 
devoirs  envers  Ics  Aiiti'c&  ct  snrtoul  cnrcrs  les  creatures  qt 
uoiis  doiveiit  la  \*ic,  ii'rst  point  pnseijnit'C  su  noin  ilo  I'autc 
rite  la  plus  sacrec,  auenu  liommc  t-agc  no  bo  ujaric  avant  dc 
«j  troiiver  dana  niie  iMindilion  qui  ltd  ilonnc  un  moyen  ii*t:nru 
do  vivre  ;  aueun  pere  dc  I'aiuille  n'a  phis  d'cnfans  qu'il  n'en 
^jcut  couvenablemcnt  olcvcr.     Co  dernier  cumptc  a  lum  droit 
que  sea  eulans  dcvront  &c  confenter  du  sort  dons  lequel  il  a 
vecu  ;  aussi  doil-il  desirer  que  la  generation  iiuissuntu  reprc^ 
Bente  cxaf-tcment  celle  qui  sVn  va ;  qu'un  fils  ct  unt'  6)1 
airivcs  a  IVi^e  nubile  rc-mplftLeut  son  pvre  ot  Ba  mere ;  qae 
led  entans  de  t^ee  uufaut)  lu  rfinpliircnt  a  s-im  tour  avee  saj 
fcuinic;  que  ea  iillti  tnmve  duuf  mm  autre  maison  pn'rii^?^ 
ment  le  Bort  qu'il  donnera  {1  la  lillu  d'nne  autre  iiiais<in  dnti 
la  sieunc,  et  que  le  i-cvenu  qui  guffi^ail  hux  iteres  suttise  nux 
enfans,"      In  a  eountry  increasing  in  •n-callb,  fKimetliinj(^ 
more  than  tbis  would  be  adniiB&ible,  but  tliat  is  n  qucstiou 
of  detail,  not  ot'  prineiple.     "  Une  foiH  que  eette  faniillc  « 
forindci  la  justice  et  Vlmnianiti^  exigent  qu'il  ^'impose  li 
mrniu  contrainte  a  laipielle  se  souiiicttcnt  lea  celibatnire 
l.oi-8qn''on  volt  combien  est  petit,  en  tout  pays,  le  nouibru  i| 
entans  naturels,  nn  doit  reconnailre  que  cette  contruinlc  w 
suffi^ammcnt  efficoce.     Dann  un  pars  od  la  pi)j>ulaLion 
peut  pas  s'accroitre,  ou  du  moins  dans  lequel  son  pro^ 
doit  ^tre  &i  lent  qu'll  soit  -1  peine  pert^eptible,  quaiid  il  uy 
point  dc  places  nouvdles  pour  de  nouveaux  etabli&^cmeui 
un  pere  qui  a  huit  enl'ans  doit  eompU:^,  ou  que  etx  de  ous 
cnfiins  mourront  en  bas  i\ge,  on  tpie  trois  dc  scii  eontcmpo-j 
raiuB  ct  troia  dc  sea  conlempomines,  et  dans  lu  gijni-ratii'i 
snivantc,  trois  de  ses  fils  ct  trois  de  sea  filloa  ne  ae  morieroi 
paa  a  cause  dc  liii.'* 

§  2.    Those  who  think  it  lioptilese  tliat  the  labourii 
dasscfi  should  be  induced  to  practice  a  aiiftieient  degree  o( 
prudence  hi  regard  to  tlio  iiiereaec  of  tiicir  hiiuilief,  bceauiil 


*  H'omtatur  PriHCijiei,  Ihr.  vii.  ti^.  B. 
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tlicy  have  hithorto  gtopt  Bliort  of  that  point,  show  an  inahil- 
itv  to  tMtiniatu  the-  oi-riiimi*y  priiici|ih«  of  biiiimii  action, 
is'ulhiiig  mure  wonhl  jjrobfthly  bo  ueceasary  to  secure  tiiat 
result,  tlian  an  opinion  ^^ont^rally  tlitt'iised  that  it  wa£  tier^ir- 
ablo.  As  a  murul  principle,  sucli  ail  uptiiiou  haa  never  yet 
existetl  in  any  fountry :  it  is  cnrious  tliat  it  iloos  not  bo  csi^t 
in  countries  in  which,  from  t)ic  sjiuntaneous  operation  uf 
indivitUml  to  rethought,  poj>nlation  is,  comparatively  spt-ak- 
iti^,  erticicntly  reprcaswl.  Wluit  is  practised  a«  prmlencc, 
16  Still  not  rcco^rnized  as  duty ;  tlic  talkers  and  writcra  aru 
mostly  on  the  other  sidti,  even  in  France,  where  a  senti- 
mental horror  of  Malthti.'^  is  almost  as  rife  as  in  this  cuantry. 
Many  cnuii'S  may  he  assigTied,  besides  the  modern  date  of 
tilt:  doi'Iriui!,  lor  ita  not  havinjj  yet  gained  possession  of  the 
general  mind.  Its  truth  has,  iu  some  rcspcetB,  been  its 
detriment.  Out!  may  he  p(>rnntteil  to  doubt  whether,  excejit 
among  tlic  iwor  thcin.sulvcs  (for  whose  prejudices  on  thia 
subject  thci'c  is  no  ditticnlty  in  accouu(iug),  there  has  ever 
yet  been,  in  any  ela-!s  of  iMxriety,  a  Mncere  aud  earnest  desire 
that  wages  sliould  be  high.  There  hasl*eeu  plenty  of  desire  to 
keep  down  the  poor-rate;  but,  that  done,  people  liave  been 
very  willing  that  the  working  rlaast's  t-hould  he  ill  off.  Near- 
ly alt  who  ore  not  labourers  themselves,  are  employers  of  la- 
bour, and  are  not  »on-y  to  get  the  commodity  cheap.  Il  ia  a 
Cict-,  that  even  Boards  of  Guardians,  who  arc  supposed  to  be 
odicial  apostles  of  anti- population  doctrines,  will  seldom  hear 
jMticntly  ol'  anytliing  whitrh  they  »m  please<l  to  designate  aa 
Malthusianism.  Boards  of  Guardians  in  mnO  districts,  prin- 
cipally ctn.sist  of  larmers,  niid  farmers,  it  is  well  known,  in 
general  dielike  even  allotments,  as  making  the  labourers  "  too 
indeiwndeiiL*"  From  the  gentry,  who  are  in  less  immediate 
contact  and  collision  of  interest  with  the  labourers,  better 
things  might  be  expected,  and  the  gentij  of  England  are  nsn- 
ally  charitable.  But  charitable  people  have  human  infirmi- 
ties, and  would,  very  oi^eii,  bu  secretly  not  a  little  dissutt^ficd 
if  no  one  needed  their  charity  :  it  is  fnim  them  one  oOonest 
hears  tlie  base  doi'trinc,  that  God  had  decreed  there  shall 
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aluavB  be  poor.    "NVIicn  one  atJds  to  tliis,  that  nenrlj  pwrv 
ijcrsoa  wlio  has  had  in  him  any  active  ppriiif;  of  exertion  foH 
a  Bucial  object,  has  had  eoinc  favoiirito  relbrm  to  cfieet  which 
ho   thoiijjlit    the   admission  of  tiiis  jfrent  prlnciplo  vouldj 
throw  into  tht'  shade ;  luin  had  i-oni  luw:^  tu  repeal,  or  Iiuia- 
tion   to  rcdufo,  or  small  not«8  to  issue,  or  the  charter  tOj 
e«rry,  or  the  I'lmrtih  to  revive  or  aboliiih,  or  the  ari6to(!nicj 
to  pull  down,  and  looked  npon  every  one  ae  an  enemy  who^ 
thought  anytliing  important  except  his  object ;  it  is  warreM 
wonderl'iil  that  ifinec  tiie  p:ipulatiou  duetrlne  wad  first  pn>-| 
mulgated,  nine-tenths  of  the  talk  Iijls  always  been  apainst  it, 
and  the  remaining  tenth  only  audible  at  intervals :  and  tliat 
it  has  not  yet  penetrated  far  among  tJioee  who  might  be  ©x- 
]>ectcd  to  be  the  least  willing  recipicata  of  it,  the  labourera 
themijclves. 

But  let  us  try  to  imagine  wlmt  would  hnpp<m  if  the  idea^ 
became  general  among  tlie  hilxuiring  chiss,  that  the  comp 
tition  of  too  great  nnmbers  was  the  principal  cause  of  their! 
jioverty;   so  that  every  labourer  looked  (with  Sismondi) 
M|Min  every  other  who  had  more  than  the  number  of  chil- 
dren which  the  circumstances  of  eociety  allowed  to  each,  as 
doing  bim  a  wrong — as  filling  np  the  place  which  he  waa] 
entitled  to' share.    Any  one  who  supposes  that  this  state  of] 
opinion  would  not  have  a  great  effect  on  conduct,  mn&t 
profoundly  ignoi'aiU  of  human  nature  ;  can  never  have  cou 
sidercd  how  large  a  poition  of  ilie  motives  which  induce  the] 
generality  of  men  to  lake  care  even  of  their  own  interest,  \a\ 
derived  from  regard  for  opinion— from  the  expectation  of  ^ 
being  disliked  or  despiM!!!  fftr  not  doing  it.     In  the  particn' 
lar  case  in  question,  it  is  n<jt  too  much  to  Bay  that  ove^j 
indulgence  is  aB  much  eiiUKinl  by  the  KtimuluA  of  opinion  tui 
by  the  mere  animal  propensity  ;  binf^e  opinion  uuiversally, 
and  especially  among  the  mo^t  uncdui'ntfMl  clas^oe,  hatt  cun-' 
nected  ideas  of  spirit  and  jjowor  with  the  strength  of  tJto  iu-j 
stiuet,  and  of  inferiority  with  itn  moderation  or  abflonce; 
perversion  of  Bentimcnt  caused  by  its  being  tlie  means,  ntid' 
the  etiuupj  uf  u  domiidou  exercised  over  other  human  beings,^ 
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Tbe  efi'wt  woTiM  Iw  f^reat  of  merely  removing  this  factitious 
^titiinlup;  and  whon  once  opinion  Bliall  liave  tnmed  itself 
into  an  adverse  direction,  a  revnlulion  will  boou  take  place 
in  this  department  ol"  lininan  condnt't.  We  are  often  told 
that  the  most  tlioiimgb  perception  of  tlie  flependcncc  of 
wa^eii  on  popnlalion  will  not  intiuencc  the  conduct  of  a 
labouring  man,  because  it  is  ni»t  the  children  be  himself  can 
liave  that  will  proiJnce  any  t'flect  in  jSTcnerallr  di-pre^sing 
tJie  lalmur  market.  Trnc,  and  it  is  a.Uo  tnie,  that  one  sol- 
dier's running  away  will  not  lose  the  battle  ;  accurdinf^ly  it 
is  not  tliat  cont^ideration  whii-h  keeps  each  soldier  in  his 
rank  :  it  is  the  flisgrace  which  nuturaJly  and  inevitably  at- 
tends on  conduct  by  any  one  imIiTidual,  which  if  pnrsned 
by  a  majority,  crcryho<ly  can  sco  would  be  falnl.  Alcn  are 
6oldom  found  to  brave  the  general  opinion  of  their  class,  uiv 
less  supported  either  by  some  principle  higher  than  rejj^ani 
for  opinion^  or  by  some  strong  hody  of  opinion  elsewhetro. 

It  maet  be  bomo  in  mind  also,  that  the  opinion  here  in 
qnei^tion,  ait  ftoon  as  it  attained  any  prrvalcnce,  would  have 
powerful  auxiliaries  iu  tlio  great  majority  of  women.  It  is 
never  by  the  choice  of  the  wife  that  families  are  too  numer- 
ous ;  on  her  devolves  (ah>ng  with  all  the  physical  suti'eriiig  and 
at  Itast  a  full  share  of  tlie  ]>rivation8)  the  whole  of  tiie  intol- 
erable dumeatic  druiJi»ery  resulting  from  the  e.xcei-s.  To  be 
relieved  from  it  would  be  hailed  as  a  blessing  by  multitudes 
of  women  who  now  never  venture  t'»  urge  rucIi  a  claim,  but 
who  WLiuld  urge  it,  if  tinpiwrtc<i  by  the  nmral  icclings  of  the 
corarannity.  Among  the  barbarisms  which  law  and  morals 
have  not  yet  ecueeil  to  function,  the  uumt  disgusting  i^urely 
is,  that  any  human  being  should  be  permitted  to  consider 
liiniself  as  having  a  riff/U  to  the  pervon  of  another. 

If  the  opinion  were  once  generally  established  among 
the  labonring  clai>8  that  their  welfare  required  a  doe  regula- 
tion of  tiic  numbcnt  oi'  families,  the  rc»tpectable  and  well- 
conducted  of  the  body  would  confonn  to  the  prescription, 
and  oidy  thfum  wouhl  extfuipt  theniai-lvei^  frutii  it,  who  were 
in  tlio  habit  of  making  light  of  social  ubligattons  gcnerailjr : 
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and  tliero  wonld  be  tlion  an  evident  justifioation  for  oonvei 
iiig  tJie  niorul  obligation  against  briiigiiig  children  mlu  tin 
world  wlio  are  a  biirtlivn  to  tlic  coiuniunity,  into  a  K'gal 
one;  just  as  in  many  otlier  cases  of  the  pi-ogresa  of  opinion, 
the  law  ends  by  enforcing  againHl  recaleitraut  niiuoritii-a,^ 
obligatioua  whieb.  to  be  useful  inuBt  be  general,  and  which, 
fpoin  a  eense  of  their  ntilitv,  a  lar^  mujority  have  volun- 
tarily cousi^nled  to  take  upon  theniselve;*.    There  would  hu. 
nu  need,  hovever^  of  le^l  sanctions,  if  women  were 
mitted,  a»  on  all  other  gi-nunda  they  have  the  cleareRt  titU 
to  be,  to  the  same  rights  of  eitizensltip  with  men.    Lot  thenf^ 
eearie  to  be  conHned  by  cuKtoin  to  one  physical  function  an 
tlieir  means  of  living  and  their  source  of  intluence,  and  they 
would  have  for  the  first  time  an  equal  voieo  with  men  iu^ 
what  concerns  that  function :  and  of  all  the  imppovenient 
in  reserve  for  nmukind  which  it  is  now  possible  to  forcsoe^j 
none  might  be  expected  to  be  so  fertile  as  tins  in  almos 
every  kind  of  mural  and  gocial  benefit 

It  remains  to  consider  what  chance  there  is  that  opinions 
and  feelings,  grounded  on   the  law  of  the  dependence  of, 
wages  on  population,  wiU  ari^  among  the  Inlwuring  elaa&cs; 
and  by  what  means  such  opinions  and  feelings  can  be  call 
forth.    Before  considciing  the  giountU  of  hoj>e  on  thia  enl 
jeet^  a  hope  which  many  porsoni*.  no  doubt,  will  l>e  ready, 
ithout  consideration,  to  pronounce  chimerical,  I  will  remark, ' 
lat  onlcas  a  sati»faotory  answer  can  be  made  to  these  twoj 
questions,  the  industrial  system  prevailing  in  this  countrT,^ 
and  regarded  by  many  writers  aa  the  nepltM  it/tra  of  civili* 
zation — the  depeiidence  of  the  whole  labouring  class  of  the' 
eoiunninity  on  the  wages  uf  hired  labour,  is  irrevucably  con- 
demned.   Tlio  question  we  are  considering  is.  whether,  of! 
ibid  state  of  things,  over-])o]>ulation  and  ii  degrailed  comli- 
tion  of  the  labouring  elass  are  tlie  inevitJiblo  consequence. 
If  a  ])nident  regulation  t>f  population  be  not  reconeiluhloj 
with  the  system  of  hire<l  lalmnr,  the  sj-stem  ia  a  nnisaiu 
and  the  grand  object  of  economical  statesmaimbip  should  bal 
(by  whatever  arrangements  of  projjerty,  and  alterations  iuj 
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the  modes  of  applying  indn&try),  to  bring  the  lubouring 
peuple  uudor  the  iiiduencc  of  stronger  and  more  obviuud 
iiidiioorneiitii  tn  tiiiA  Uiiut  ol'  pnidenoc,  than  the  relation  of 
wurkmcti  uiiil  uuiployurs  cuii  ufibrd. 

But  tituro  exUtti  no  stu-h  incompatibility.  The  eaUBes 
of"  jMjverty  are  not  8o  obvions  at  first  siglit  to  »  pupiilatiun 
of  hired  labourers,  as  tlicy  are  to  one  of  proprietore,  or  as 
they  would  be  to  a  sofialiiit  tommnniry.  Tliey  are,  bow- 
ever,  in  no  way  njyisterious.  The  depfjideucc  of  wages  on 
the  number  of  the  coiopetitors  for  eiiiployiuent,  is  so  far 
from  hard  uf  coinjireheniiion,  or  iiiiinlelli^iblo  to  tlie  labour- 
ing classes,  that  by  ga-at  bodies  of  them  it  is  already  recc^- 
nizi-il  an<l  liabitnidly  a4ti><l  on.  It  is  fannliar  to  all  Trndea- 
Unioim:  every  &uccc(<ef)il  combination  to  kec-p  up  wagesr 
owes  ita  .euccesH  to  contrivaneoa  for  restricting  the  nuniltcr. 
of  the  conipetitnrs ;  all  frkillvU  trades  are  anxious  to  keej» 
\  down  tluiir  own  nuinlH>r&,  and  many  impose,  or  cndeavpnr 
to  impose,  as  a  condition  n|H>n  employers,  that  they  shall  not 
take  more  than  a  ]>i'eseribed  nuuiber  of  apprentieuB.  There 
is,  of  course,  a  fjrcat  difference  between  limiting  their  num- 
liers  by  excluding  other  pc-opje,  and  doing  the  tMiine  thing 
by  a  restraint  ini]M>e<i  nn  tlu-niselves :  but  the  one  se  much 
as  Uie  iither  kIiows  a  doir  perception  of  tite  relation  l»f twoen 
their  numbers  and  tlicir  remunerationi  The  principle  is 
understood  in  its  ai>plication  to  any  one  emi>Ioyment,  bnt 
not  to  tJiu  f:cueral  niastn  of  employment  For  this  there  aru 
several  reabuns :  fir^t,  the  operation  of  canses  is  more  easily 
and  distinctly  seen  in  the  more  cireuinticribed  field :  ae(».ind* 
ly,  £>killcd  artizans  are  a  more  intelligent  claAi  than  ordinary 
manual  labourer;) ;  and  tlio  habit  of  com'crt,  and  of  pai^iug 
in  review  their  general  condition  as  a  trade,  keeps  up  a  bet- 
ter nn^lerstanding  of  their  collective  interests:  thirdly  and 
liistly,  they  are  the  most  provident,  because  they  are  tlie 
best  olT,  and  have  tlte  most  to  preserve.  What,  however, 
ift  cleai'ly  pcR-eivcd  and  admitted  in  particular  iiisttiuccs.  it 
cannot  be  lioi>ele^  to  i^eo  understood  and  acknowle^Jgeil  as 
a  gencnU  truth.    Its  recognition,  at  least  in  theory,  sevms  i 
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thing  which  must  ncowsArily  and  imrnodiatcly  como  to 
when  the  niiiids  of  the  lulKtiiring  cla&sett  heeorne  rapnble 
takhig  aiiy  rational  tIuw  of  their  uwu  aggregate  codclitiot 
Of  this  tiie  frreiit  majority  of  tiiein  have  until  now  been  ii 
eaj|>aljle,  either  trum  the  uuriilrivated  ntate  of  their  inti-Ui-l 
gcnce,  or  firom  poverty,  which  leaving  them  neither  the  fear 
of  worse,  uur  the  smallest  hope  of  hetter,  makes  them  c-jire-J 
less  o{  tlie  eonBequuntieB  of  their  aetione,  and  without  thoughcj 
fur  Ijic  futnn\ 


g  3.  For  the  purjiORe  therefore  of  altering  the  habits  of 
tlie  labouring  people,  tliere  is  need  of  a  twofold  action, 
dirocled  einmltaneously  upon  their  intelligence  and  theirl 
poverty.  An  cflbetive  nulinnal  education  of  the  ehildrcai 
of  the  labouring  daas,  is  tlie  tirst  thing  needful :  and,  rniu- 
cidently  with  this,  a  system  of  measures  which  shall  (as  th* 
Revolution  did  in  France)  extinguish  extreme  porerty  fopj 
one  whole  generation. 

This  is  not  the  place  for  discussing,  even  in  the  most 
general  manner,  either  the  principles  or  the  machinery  of 
national  education.     But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  opinion  on' 
the  Hubject  i»  advancing,  and  that  an  education  of  mora 
words  would  not  now  be  deemed  feutKcient,  slow  bb  our 
progress  is  towards  providing  anything  better  even  for  the] 
clnjise.s  to  whom  soi^iety  professes  tw  give  the  very  bt«t  edu-^ 
cation   it   can  devise.     Without  entering  into  disputable 
points,  it  may  be  aswerted  without  scniple,  that  tlie  aim  of 
all  intellectual  training  for  the  masH  of  the  people,  should  bo 
to  fultivatc  common  sense;  to  qualify  them  for  forming  a 
sound  practical  judgment  of  the  circMjm stances  by  whirli 
they  are  siirrouTidtHl.     Whatever,  in  the  intellectual  depart- 
ment, can  be  superadded  to  this,  is  cliiefly  ornamental  ;'^ 
while  this  is  the  indifii>ensablc  groundwork  on  whieji  odu- 
cAtion  must  rest.     Let  this  object  be  acknowlwlged  and  kept 
in  %-icw  as  the  thing  to  be  first  aimed  at,  and  there  will  be 
little  difficulty  in  deciding  either  what  to  teach,  or  in  what 
nuuuier  to  teach  it. 
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An  education  directed  to  diJTnw  ppod  uiuise  among  thei 
people,  with  BDch  knowltidf^  ag  would  qtmlily  tliuiii  to 
judge  of  the  tundcncies  of  their  adiuns,  would  be  cer- 
tain, even  withoot  any  dire<:t  inculcation,  lo  raisMs  up  a 
public  opinion  by  which  intcinpcranee  and  improvi- 
dence of  every  kind  would  be  held  diijcredi table,  and  the 
irappt»videm*e  which  overstocks  the  lahour  market  would 
be  severely  condemned,  as  tm  offence  against  the  coinnioa 
weal.  But  though  the  sufficiency  of  anch  a  state  of  opinion, 
fiiijtposing  it  (urnicd,  to  keep  the  increase  of  population 
within  propter  limits,  cannot,  I  think,  Iw  doubted;  yet,  for 
the  funnation  of  the  ojdnion,  it  woald  not  do  to  trust  to 
education  ftlonc.  Education  is  not  compatible  with  extreme 
pnvcrlv.  It  is  impoHHible  etlectnally  to  teach  an  indigent 
]K>pulation.  And  it  ib  difficult  to  make  those  feel  the  valne 
oi'  comfort  who  have  never  enj<)yed  it,  or  those  apprt'ciate  tlie 
wretchedneiis  of  a  preearioud  subsistence,  who  have  been 
made  reckless  by  always  living  fironi  hand  to  mouth.  Iiidl- 
vi(hiaU  often  strufwle  upwards  into  a  condition  of  ease ;  but 
the  utmost  that  can  be  cxj>eclvU  from  a  whole  jiei>ple  is  to 
maintain  tliemr<elves  in  it  ;  and  improvement  in  the  hal>it« 
and  re<iuirementd  of  the  niai»it  of  uiifikillcd  day-laltourers  will 
t>e  difficult  and  tardy,  unless  nieauH  can  be  contrived  of 
r»tbing  the  entire  body  lo  a  ?tatc  of  tolerable  comfort,  and 
maintaining  them  in  it  until  a  new  generation  grows  up. 

Towanis  efl'ecting  tliis  object  there  are  two  resources 
av&iliible,  without  wrong  to  any  one,  without  any  of  iho 
liabilities  of  mischief  attendant  on  voluntary  or  legal  char- 
ity, and  not  only  without  weakening,  but  on  the  contrary 
tttreiigthening,  every  incentive  to  indudtry,  and  every  mo- 
tive to  forethought. 

§  4.  The  fii-st  is,  a  great  national  measure  of  coloniza* 
tfon.  I  mean,  a  grant  of  public  money,  sufficient  to  remove 
at  onee,  and  establish  in  the  irolunicH,  a  considerable  fraction 
of  the  youthful  agricultural  population.  By  gi^ng  the 
preference,  as  Mr.  Wakefield  proposes,  to  young  couples,  or 
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wliun  Uit«e  L-anuut  be  ohtaini;d,  to  &nuHes  with  cliUdnm 
nearly  grown  up,  tliu  (.'xpunUitnre  would  l»e  made  t((  go  tbe 
&rtlie6t  p(»fiiblc  towards  accotn]>Utihing  tlie  end,  while  tlio 
culunietii  would  be  supplied  with  the  greatt^i^t  amount  of 
what  is  there  in  deticienuv  and  liuru  ia  superfluity,  prusiTnt 
and  prwpeetive  labour.  It  bas  been  shown  by  others,  luid 
tlie  gruundii  of  tliu  opinion  will  be  exhibited  in  a  hubM.Hpii'Ut 
part  of  tbe  present  work,  tliat  colonization  on  an  adeipinto 
Bealu  might  be  so  condueted  as  tu  coisC  the  eimittry  uulhing, 
or  nothing  that  would  not  be  certaiidy  repaid  ;  and  that  tlie 
funds  n?(piir».Ki,  even  by  way  of  advance,  would  nut  l>e  dmwn 
from  tbe  capital  employed  in  maintaining  labour,  but  from 
that  snrj»!u8  which  eannot  find  entploynient  at  enc-h  profit  as 
constitutes  an  adcc^uate  rennuieration  for  the  alistinenec  o( 
tbe  possessor,  and  wbieh  is  therefore  sent  abroad  for  invest- 
ment, or  wasted  at  home  in  reeklcss  H[>eeulHtioni9.  That 
portion  of  the  ineomc  of  the  country  which  'ia  habitually  in- 
effective for  nny  purpose  of  benetit  to  the  labouring  class, 
woiibi  bear  any  draupiht  which  it  could  be  necessary  to 
make  on  it  for  tbe  atiiount  uf  emigration  which  is  here  in 
view. 

Tbe  second  resource  u'ould  be,  to  devote  all  common 
land,  hereatVer  brought  into  cultivation,  to  raising  a  clasa  of 
small  pi'0]>rietors.  it  has  long  unotigh  been  the  practice  to 
take  these  lauds  from  public  use,  for  the  mere  pur|)ose  of 
adding  to  the  domaiiiH  of  the  rich.  It  is  time  that  what  is 
left  of  them  eIiuuM  be  retained  as  an  estate  sacred  to  the 
benefit  of  the  poor.  Tlie  machinery  for  administerii^  tt| 
already  exiet^s.  having  l>een  created  by  tbe  General  Inchwirol 
Act.  ^'bnt  1  would  proptrse  (though,  I  confe.-^d,  with  ^tnall 
lutpe  of  its  being  soon  adopted)  is,  that  in  all  future  casea  in 
which  eoinmoii  land  h  permitted  to  be  enclosed,  such  |Kir- 
tion  should  first  be  sold  or  a^gned  aa  is  ^iutticieut  to  com- 
pensate the  owners  of  manorial  or  common  rights,  and  that 
the  reiuaiudcr  should  be  divided  intt>  stf-ctiouj*  of  five  actrta  I 
or  tliereabouts,  to  be  eouferrcd  in  absolute  property  on  in- 
dividuals uf  tbe  lalMUrinir  clai«  who  would  reclaim  and 
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bring  tlicm  into  cultivation  bj  tlieir  own  labour.  Tim 
preference  should  be  ^vun  to  Eudi  labourers,  and  tlii>i-(]  aro 
maxiy  of  thuiii,  U8  bad  ^aved  enongrb  to  iiiaintuin  tbem  iim'tl 
tbcir  tirat  crop  was  g**!  in,  or  wliusc  cliaracler  uiis  sueb  art 
to  induce  some  rusiHjnsible  person  to  advanec  to  theui  thu 
reqiiieite  amount  un  tbcir  pei-sonal  scM-iiritA'.  The  tuol&,  the 
manure,  and  in  soiue  eu£c«  tiiu  subfiistouec  ali-o  uugbt  bo  imp 
plifd  by  tbe  parisb,  or  by  tbe  ftlate ;  intercBt  for  the  ad- 
vance, ul  the  rale  yielded  by  tbe  public  linidi^,  bcim;  laid  on 
as  a  perpetual  quitrcnt,  witli  power  to  tbe  pcosaut  to  redeem 
it  at  any  time  for  a  nitKlerate  number  of  yuars  piircbane. 
These  little  landed  estates  migbt,  if  it  were  thouglit  ncecft- 
Bary,  be  nnidt;  indivii^iblu  by  law;  thoiif;b,  if  the  plan 
worked  iu  the  manner  desi^^cd,  I  should  not  apprcbend  any 
objcetionablo  degree  of  aub-diviuion.  In  case  of  intcstaey, 
and  In  tb^fault  of  amicable  arran^ment  among  the  bcira, 
tbey  might  be  bought  by  government  at  their  value,  and 
r<^5roiited  to  some  other  labourer  who  could  give  Beenrity  for 
the  price.  Tlie  desire  to  possesfi  one  of  these  small  prf»|ier- 
tica  would  probably  become,  as  on  the  Continent,  an  induct- 
metit  to  pmdenct;  and  economy  jiervading  tlie  whole  labour- 
ing  population  ;  and  tltat  great  desideratum  anuitig  a  peo]>U' 
of  birtMl  lalnjurers  would  be  provided,  nu  iutermcdinte  cIubs 
between  tbcm  and  their  employern ;  affording  them  the 
double  advantage,  uf  an  object  for  their  hopes,  and,  nii  tlieio 
would  be  good  reiuion  to  antieipatc,  an  e:camplc  for  tht-ir 
imitation. 

U  would,  however,  Ik'  of  little  avnil  that  either  or  both 
of  these  mea^nres  of  relief  s^bould  bo  nd*ipti*<l,  unless  on  sueh 
a  scale,  a»  would  ctiabte  the  whole  boily  of  htretl  bibonrein 
remaining  on  the  soil  to  obtain  not  merely  employment,  but 
a  lai'gn  addition  to  the  present  wages — such  an  addition  as 
would  enuble  tlietn  to  live  and  bring  up  their  children  in  a 
degree  of  comfort  and  independence  to  which  they  have 
hitherto  been  strangei-s.  Wlien  the  object  is  to  raine  the 
permanent  condition  of  a  people,  small  menus  do  not  merely 
product?  small  effects,  tbey  produce  no  effect  at  all.     Unle«6 
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comfort  can  be  made  as  habitual  to  a  whole  generation  ai 
indigence  is  now,  nothing  is  accompUsbed ;  and  fed)le 
half-measnieB  do  bat  fritter  away  Feeoorceef  &r  better  re- 
Berred  nntil  the  improvement  of  public  opinion  and  of  edu- 
cation ehall  raise  up  politicians  who  will  not  think  that 
merely  because  a  scheme  promises  much,  the  part  of  statw* 
manship  is  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 


CILi.PTETl  XIY. 

OF  TUE  DIFFERENCES  OF  WAGES  IN   DIFFERENT 
EMPUtYMENTS. 


§  1.  In  treating  of  wages,  wc  Iiavo  hitherto  confined 
oiirgflves  to  the  causes  wliieh  operate*  on  tlieiu  generally, 
and  *!7i  masse  ;  the  laws  wliich  i^ovem  the  rtuinne ration  of 
oitiiuary  or  average  labour :  without  refcrenco  to  thu  exist- 
ence of  different  kiuds  of  work  wbicli  are  habitually  paid  at 
ditfcifnt  rates,  depending  in  some  degree  on  different  kws. 
We  will  now  take  into  consideration  these  differences,  and 
examine  in  what  manner  tliey  affect  or  are  aSected  by  tlie 
concltisions  already  c&tablisliod. 

A  well-known  and  very  popular  chapter  of  Adam  Smitli* 
contauiB  the  best  expofilion  yet  j^iven  of  this  portion  of  the 
BUbjecL  I  eaimot  indeed  think  his  treatment  so  complete 
antl  exliau»tivc  as  it  baci  somelimes  lieen  cont^idercd  ;  but  as 
far  aa  it  ^ne«,  bih  aiialysia  it)  tolerably  hueeej^sful. 

The  differences  l>e  says,  uHbo  partly  from  the  policy  of 
Europe,  whirh  nowhere  leavRs  tln'njfH  at  jwrfect  liberty,  and 
partly  **  from  certain  circmnstaneea  in  the  cmploynienls 
theniselrcci,  whicli  eitlier  really,  or  at  least  in  t)ie  imnf^na- 
tions  of  men,  make  up  tor  a  iimall  ]ie«!miiary  gain  in  some, 
and  counterlmlanee  a  great  one  in  others.''  Tlieeo  eircnm- 
BtanccB  he  consJderft  to  be :  "  First,  the  agreeablencss  or  die- 
^agrecrableuess  of  the  employmentit  themselves ;  secondly,  the 
eaainei^H  and  cheapness,  or  the  difficulty  anil  expense  of  h-nm- 
ing  them  ;  thirdly,  the  constancy  or  inconstancy  of  employ- 

WfoUk  o^.VafioM,  book  I.  chap.  10. 
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nieut  in  tUt-tii ;  faiirllily,  Uic  email  orgrtat  truet  wUicli  inost 
he  reptKiuil  iu  thtiau  who  uxon-i^e  tlieiu ;  and  tifUily,  the 
j>poliftbilit_y  or  iniprohahility  of  tiiic:L'08  tii  them." 

Sevt'ral  ul' these  puiuls  lie  hag  very  eo|)iou6ly  iUoetmted: 
tJioiigh  hid  c\uiii[ih*ti  aru  t^oiiietiines  ilrawn  l'n)in  a  Htate  iff 
fairts  iiuw  »(i  longer  existing.  "Tiic  wages  of  labour  vary 
witli  thu  ease  or  hurdslnp^  the  cleuiiiiiiesg  or  dirtitiettg,  tho 
houourahleiiess  or  dishnuourableness  of  the  ciiiploYiiiciit. 
Thus,  in  most  places,  take  the  year  roiiml,  a  jounieyniaii 
taihir  earns  less  tliaii  a  jtmnieyman  weaver.  His  work  let 
mueli  easier."  Things  have  much  altered,  as  to  a  weaver** 
rcnniiieration,  Buiue  Adam  Smith's  time;  and  the  artizan 
whose  work  was  more  dittieuU  than  Hiat  of  a  tailor,  can 
never,  I  lliink,  have  been  the  common  weaver.  '*  A  joiir- 
noyniau  weaver  carn»  less  than  a  journeyman  smith.  His 
work  ia  not  always  easier,  but  it  is  miieh  eleanlicr."  A 
mure  [irobablc  explauHliou  is,  (Iiiit  it  recjtiired  le^a  iKidilr 
strength.  "  A  journeyman  blncki^niith,  thongh  an  arliflccr, 
eeldoii)  earns  m  niuoh  in  twelve  honrs  us  a  collier,  who  h 
only  a  labourer^  doL«  in  eif^ht  His  work  is  not  qiiilo  «> 
dirty,  is  less  dangerous,  and  i»  carried  on  in  daylight,  and 
above  grounrl.  Honour  miikes  ii  groat  part  of  tlift  rewanl 
of  all  honouniMe  profesnions.  In  ^Hjint  of  peciininry  gain, 
all  thuigs  considered,^  their  reer»mpense  is,  in  his  opinion, 
below  the  average.  "  Diftgraee  has  the  contrary  eflecl. 
The  trade  of  a  butcher  is  a  brntrd  and  an  oiliouB  business: 
bnt  it  IB  in  most  places  more  iiroiitablu  tlian  the  greater 
part  of  conimon  trado)3.  The  most  detestable  of  all  em* 
jtloynienls,  that  of  jmblie  executioner,  is,  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  work  done,  better  paid  than  any  common 
trade  whatever." 

One  of  the  catises  which  make  band-loom  weavers^  cling 
to  ilieir  oeeupiitiun  in  p]>iluof  the  scanty  rcmuncraliou  which 
it  now  yields,  is  said  to  be  a  peculiar  attraetirenws,  arisiufj 
from  the  frecilom  of  aetion  which  it  flll<>w6  to  the  wi-rkumn. 
"He  can  play  or  idle,"  says  a  rewnt  authority,*  *'jib  fcelinj;; 

*  Mr.  Mtif^-ridgv^  tleport  to  the  lUttdlooin  WvAwm'  ln4jUtr>Coauiibirfa«L 
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or  incUnatiou  lead  him ;  rigo  early  or  late,  Bpply  himself 
assiduously  or  carelessly,  aa  he  pleases,  iind  work  np  at  auy 
tiniw,  liy  intfreaHf-'d  fxci-tioii,  h<iiir8  previously  ttuni-ifinod  to 
indulfcouce  or  recreation.  There  is  scarcely  another  condi- 
tion of  any  portion  of  onr  working  population  thu8  free  from 
external  control.  The  factory  operative  is  not  only  mnletcd 
of  bis  Wttge»  for  ahsctice,  but,  it'  uf  livqueiit  nccurreiici?,  di«- 
char^d  altoj^ether  from  bis  employment.  The  bricklayer, 
the  cari)cnter,  tlie  painter,  the  joiner,  the  stonemason,  tbo 
oHtdoor  labourer,  havtt  each  their  ap{Hiinted  daily  hours  of 
labour,  a  di^reganl  of  which  would  lead  to  tlic  same  result.'* 
Accordingly,  "the  weaver  will  stand  by  big  loom  while  it 
will  fjiable  him  to  exist,  however  miserably  ;  and  many, 
induced  temporarily  to  quit  it,  have  returned  to  it  again, 
when  work  was  to  lie  had." 

"  Employment  ismndi  more  constant,"  continues  Adam 
Smitli,  "in  some  tnules  than  in  others,  lu  the  greater  part 
of*  manufactures,  a  journeyman  may  be  pretty  sure  of  em- 
ployment almost  every  day  in  the  year  that  he  is  able  to 
work  '*  (the  interruptions  of  business  ari&ing  fi*om  over- 
stocked markctii,  or  trom  a  suspension  of  demand,  or  from 
a  commercial  cnsis,  must  be  excepted).  "  A  mason  or 
briiJclaytT,  on  tlie  contrary,  can  work  neither  in  hard  fVoet 
nor  in  foid  wentber,  and  hiii  employment  at  all  other  times 
dei>endi<  upon  tlie  ocrasional  calls  of  his  customers.  lie  is 
liable,  in  cout^rqucnec,  to  hv,  frequently  witbout  any.  'What 
bo  earns,  thcrelbro,  while  he  is  employed,  must  not  only 
maintain  him  while  he  is  idle,  but  make  him  some  conipen- 
sation  for  those  anxious  and  desponding  moments  which 
the  thought  of  tio  precarious  a  situation  mu^t  Rometinicd 
occasion.  When  the  computed  earnings  of  the  gi-cater  pait 
of  mauufai:turer8,  acrMtnliuj^ly,  are  nparly  upon  a  level  with 
the  day  waj^cs  of  common  labonrprs,  thotsc  of  masons  and 
bricklayers  ore  generally  fnun  one<half  more  to  double  those 
wages.  No  species  of  skilled  labour.  Jiowever,  fieems  more 
ea^  to  learn  than  that  of  mamms  and  bricklayers.  Tlie 
high  wages  of  those  workmen,  tliereforo,  are  not  so  much 
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the  Tccompcnse  of  their  skill,  as  the  compensation  far  the 
tnconetancy  of  their  employment. 

"Wlu'u  the  iiii-i>iia1au(?y  of  the  employment  is  com-j 
bined  with  thu  hiirdship,  diMi^Tetiuhleneas,  aud  dirtiness  of 
the  work,  it  gometinicb  raises  the  wages  of  the  most  com- 
mon labwur  above  those  of  the  most  skilful  artificers,     A 
collier  working  by  the  piece  is  supposed,  »t  NewL-aslle,  to  earn 
commonly  about  double,  and  in  many  pjirts  of  Sct>tland 
about  three  times,  tlic  wngeB  of  connnon  labour.    Hid  high 
wages  arise  altogether  from  the  hardship,  disagreeablenciB, 
and  dirtiness  oi"  hifi  work.      Hie  employment   may,  npon 
most  occasions,  be  as  constant  as  he  pleaiies.    The  eoaJ-j 
heaven!  in  London  exereij^e  a  trade  which  in  hanlsbi]*,  dirti- 
ness, and  d i sag ree able nu^i,  alniimt  wpials  that  of  eollierej 
and  from  the  unavoidable  irregulurity  in  the  arrivals  of 
coalshipfl,  the  employment  of  the  greater  ])art  of  tliem  ia^ 
necessarily  very  incun»lant.      If  colliers,  therefore,  com- 
monly earn  double  and  triple  the  wages  of  commoD  la-j 
hour,  it  ought  not  to  geeni  unreasonable  that  coal-heavers 
should  sometimes  cam  four  or  five  times  iho^e  wages.     In 
the  inquiry-  made  into  their  condition  a  few  ycarB  ago,  it 
was  found  that  at  the  late  at  which  they  wore  then  ]»U<1,| 
tliey  eould  earn  about  four  tiuies  the  wages  of  common  la< 
bonr  in  London.     How  extravagant  soever  these  eaniingsj 
may  appear,  If  they  were  more  than  sutHcient  to  compen-j 
sate  all  tlie  disagreeable  cireumtitjmccs  of  the  business,  thoro 
j\-ould  Hoon  be  so  great  a  nnmber  of  competitors  as.  in  a 

le  which  has  no  exclusive  privilege,  would  quickly  re* 
huw  thorn  to  a  lower  rate." 

TliejKi  inequalities  of  remuneration,  which  are  anpp^tsed 
to  coinj>enBate  for  the  disagreeable  circumstances  of  particu- 
lar employments,  would,  under  certain  (*on<litiona,  be  natural 
consequences  of  perfectly  free  competition  :  and  as  l>etween 
employments  of  about  the  same  grade,  and  filled  by  nearly^ 
the  same  description  of  pciiple,  they  are,  no  doubt,  for  liiO; 
most  part,  realized  in  practice.  But  it  is  altogether  a  false.j 
Tiew  of  tjie  state  of  fai-U,  to  preaent  tliis  as  the  relation  which>: 
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generally  cxietB  between  ajfrecaUle  nnd  disagreeable  eniploy- 
incnta.  Tlie  really  exhausting  and  the  really  repulsive  la- 
Iraiirs,  iimtLiid  of  being  better  paid  than  olhrrs,  an?  almost 
invariably  paid  the  worst  of  all,  bccauae  performed  by  tboso 
who  have  no  eboiee.  It  wonid  be  otherwise  in  a  favourable 
state  uf  the  gent-nd  labour  markt^t.  If  the  lubuurcrs  in  the 
aggregate,  instead  of  exceeding,  fell  short  of  the  amount  of 
eniploytiient,  work  which  was  generally  disliked  woidc!  not 
be  undertaken,  except  for  moit)  than  ordinary  wages.  But 
when  the  supply  nf  Inbunr  so  far  exeeeds  the  demand  that 
to  Hnd  empUtymeut  at  all  is  an  uncertainly,  and  to  be  oH'ered 
il  on  any  terras  a  favour,  the  case  is  totally  the  reverse. 
P<'&irablf  hdiourerp,  tho«e  whom  everyone  is  arxious  to 
liHve.  ean  still  excrcibc  a  ehoiee.  The  undesirable  must 
take  wlmt  tlu-y  ean  pet.  The  more  revolting  the  occupn- 
tion,  the  more  certain  it  is  to  receive  the  minimum  of 
itMUuneration,  beeause  it  devolves  on  llie  most  helpless  and 
degraded,  on  those  who  from  squalid  poverty,  or  from  want 
of  skill  and  education,  are  rijecteil  irom  all  other  cmploy- 
mcnta.  Partly  from  this  cause,  and  partly  from  the  natxiral 
and  artifieiftl  monopolies  wliieh  will  be  8|Mikcn  of  |in*8cnlly, 
the  ine([ua1itie8  of  wat;es  arc  generally  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion to  the  equitalile  prim-iple  of  eomjiensation  erroneously 
ri'presentc*!  I\v  Adjim  Sniitli  as  the  general  law  of  the  re- 
mtmcration  of  labour.  The  hardships  and  the  earnings, 
iiititead  of  being  directly  propoitioual,  aw  in  aiiv  just  arrange- 
nientft  of  wK-iety  they  would  be,  are  generally  in  iht-  invcrfeo 
ratio,  to  one  another. 

One  of  the  jmiiita  best  illui-trated  by  Adaro  Smith,  is  Iho 
influence  excrist'd  on  the  remuneration  of  an  employment 
by  the  uncertainty  of  sneeesa  in  it.  If  the  chances  are  fi^at 
of  total  failure,  the  reward  in  case  of  ancecfis  must  be  suiB- 
cient  to  niakt>  up,  in  the  general  estimation,  tor  those  ad- 
verso  chances.  But,  owing  to  another  principle  of  human 
nature,  if  tln!  rewiinl  comes  in  the  eliapo  of  a  few  great 
prizes,  it  usually  attracts  oonipetitorii  in  sneli  numbers,  that 
the  average  reuMiiicration  may  be  reduced  not  only  to  iiero. 
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but  even  to  a  negative  quantity.  The  euceese  of  lotteries 
p.ovcs  tliat  this  is  poti^ible :  sint-e  the  aggrejfiite  \Mdy  of  ail- 
ventnrers  in  lotteries  necessurily  lose,  otherwise  the  under- 
takers L'ould  not  gfiiii.  The  case  of  certain  protissionii  \% 
eonsiderotl  by  Adam  Smith  to  he  similar,  "llie  prolta- 
bility  that  any  pnrtieuhtr  person  shall  ever  be  qualitied  for 
tlie  employment  to  which  he  is  ethicatwl,  ts  very  different 
in  dili'ereiit  uircupatiomi.  in  the  ;;reatcr  purl  of  mcchanie 
trades,  enccess  is  almost  certain,  but  very  nneertiun  in  tlte 
liberal  prottssions.  Put  your  son  apprentice  to  a  glimv 
j^iiakcr,  there  is  little  doubt  of  his  learnings  to  make  a  pair 
of  ehoe8 :  but  send  liim  to  etu<ly  the  law,  It  is  at  least  twenty 
to  one  if  ever  be  makes  such  proficiency  as  will  enable  hint 
to  live  by  the  biiBlneftS.  In  a  perfectly  fair  lotti-ry,  tliose 
who  draw  the  prizes  ought  to  gain  all  that  ia  lost  by  tUoso 
who  draw  tJie  blanks.  In  a  pr<»fcj*ion  where  twenty  fail 
fur  one  that  succeeds,  that  one  uu^ht  to  gain  all  tliat  ^houM 
*  have  been  gained  by  the  unsuccessful  twenty.  Tlie  c«un- 
Bellor-at-law,  who,  perha]>g,  at  near  forty  yeara  of  ago,  be- 
gins to  make  something  by  hie  profi^ssion,  ought  to  receive, 
the  retribution,  not  only  of  his  own  so  tedious  and  expen-, 
ftive  education,  but  of  that  of  more  than  twenty  otiiera  who 
are  nerer  likely  to  make  anything  by  it.  How  »ustravagaiit 
soever  the  fees  of  Ci>«nscllnrA-at-Iaw  may  6onietiine«  appear, 
their  real  retribution  ia  never  equal  lo  this.  Compute  in 
any  particular  place  what  is  likely  to  t>o  annnally  fraIno"l, 
and  wliat  is  likely  to  \m  aimually  spent,  by  all  the  ditlcrent 
workmen  in  any  common  trade,  such  as  that  of  Blioutnakers 
or  weavers,  and  you  will  find  that  the  former  anm  will  jjen- 
erally  exceed  the  latter.  Uut  make  the  saute  computatiov 
with  regard  to  all  the  counscUore  and  sbidents  of  law,  in 
tl  the  different  inns  of  eonrt^  and  you  will  lind  that  their 
luaL  gains  Itear  but  a  smidl  proportion  lo  their  aimual 
expense,  even  though  yon  rate  the  former  as  high,  and  the 
latter  as  low,  as  can  well  be  done," 

Whether  this  is  tnie  in  our  own  day.  when  the  gains  of 
the  few  arc  incomparably  greater  than  in  the  time  of  Adam< 


Smitli,  Imt  alBO  the  an&occc&sfiil  aspirants  much  more  nnmer- 
oiia,  those  who  have  the  ap}>roj>riatti  intbrraation  must  de- 
c'lilc.  It  d<5os  not,  however,  seem  to  hi:  siifficifDtl^'  ctmsirl- 
eru*i  by  Adam  Smith,  that  tlie  prizfa  whit.-h  he  speuks  of 
cotnpi'iw  uot  UiB  f«(«  of  «oui»iM;l  only,  ]>ut  tlm  plaices  of 
ciiiolt)m(.-tit  and  lionour  to  wliii-h  thuir  profession  giVL-s  ae- 
cutiR,  togetlier  with  the  covulcd  distinction  uf  a  couspicuouB 
[K>&ition  in  the  public  eye. 

Even  where  there  are  no  gri'at  prizes,  the  mere  love  of 
cxeilement  is  Konietimes  enough  tu  c^ui^e  an  adventurons 
eniplo^Tncnt  to  be  overstocked.  This  is  apparent  "  in  tlic 
readiness  of  the  common  people  to  <!nltst  a*  Roldtcrs,  or  to 

go  tu  Keji Tlie  dangers  and  hair-breudth  escape:*  of 

a  life  of  adventures,  instead  of  dibheartening  young  people, 
soeni  frequently  to  retxitnniend  a  trade  to  them.  A  tender 
mother,  amonfir  the  inferior  ranks  of  peopk-,  is  often  afraid 
to  send  her  son  to  school  at  a  sea-port  town,  lest  the  sight 
of  the  ships  and  the  convei-sation  and  adventures  of  tlio 
8!iilnr»  ftlioiild  entii-e  him  ti>  go  to  sea.  The  diplant  pros- 
pect of  hazard?,  iVoni  wliich  we  can  Iiopo  to  extricate  onr- 
selvcs  hy  courage  and  address,  is  not  disagreeable  to  na,  and 
does  not  raise  the  wages  of  labour  in  any  employment.  T*# 
is  othei-wise  with  those  in  which  i-onrage  and  a<idi"ess  can 
bo  of  no  avail.  In  trades  whirh  arc  known  to  bo  very  un- 
wholesome, the  wngofi  of  labour  arc  always  remarkably 
high.  l.'nwhiilesomentKS  is  a  spcries  of  diHJigre*?al>lent*ft, 
and  it#  effc<'ts  upon  tlie  wages  of  labour  are  to  be  ranked 
under  that  general  head." 

§  2.  The  preceding  are  coses  in  which  intqnality  of 
remuneration  is  necessary  to  produce  equality  of  attnietive- 
ness.  and  arc  examples  of  the  equalizing  effect  of  free  com- 
petition.  Tlic  following  arc  cases  of  real  inequality,  and 
arise  from  a  different  priiu'ijdo.  "Tlie  wages  of  labour  vary 
according  to  the  small  or  great  trust  winch  mu!>t  Ik?  reiH)8ed| 
in  the  workmen.  The  wages  of  goldsmiths  and  jeweller* 
are  everj*where  auperior  to  those  of  many  other  workmen, 
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not  only  of  equal,'  but  of  niuoli  snjwrior  ingeouitr  ;  on  ac- 
count of  the  precions  materials  with  which  they  are  m- 
truatcd.  Wc  trust  our  health  to  tlie  p1)jsiciai>,  our  fortune 
and  ftometiines  our  life  and  rcputalioa  to  the  lawyer  and 
attorney.     Such  confidcm'c  could  not  eafeJy  he  reposed  in 

Ipooplu  of  a  \i;ry  mvnn  or  low  roiHlition.  Their  reward 
must  be  such,  therefore,  as  luay  give  them  that  rank  hi 
society  which  m  important  a  trurt  renuires." 

Tlie  superiority  of  reward  is  not  liere  the  conscquej.oe  of 
conipctitiou,  but  of  its  abc«enc'e :  not  a  eompeiuiatioii  for  dia- 
advantage^  inherunt  in  the  einployiiieiit,  hut  an  extra  ad- 
vantage ;  a  kind  of  monopoly  price,  the  effect  not  of  a  h:^l, 
but  uf  what  hits  been  termed  h  natural  in()nu]K)Iy.  If  all 
labourers  were  trustworthy,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  give 
^  extra  }my  to  workin;;;  goldsmiths  on  account  of  ihv  tnist^ 
The  degree  of  integrity  rcfiuired  bciiic  aujiposed  lo  be  uncom- 
mon, those  who  can  make  it  appear  that  they  ]>ossesB  it  an; 
able  to  take  advanta^  of  the  peculiarity,  and  obtain  higher 
pay  in  proportion  to  its  rarity.  This  opens  a  class  of  consid- 
erations which  Adam  Smith,  and  most  other  political  econo- 
mists, have  taken  into  far  too  little  accouut^  and  from  ioat- 
tontion  to  which,  he  has  ^iven  a  hiost  imix-rieet  exposition 
of  the  wide  diffei-tMice  hetwiiun  the  lumuueralion  of  common 
labour  and  that  of  skillei:!  emplnynients. 

Some  eniplo}incutfl  require  a  much  lonijer  lime  t<i  Icart^ 
and  a  much  more  expensive  course  of  instriictiun  than 
(Hh«r8 ;  and  to  this  extent  thoiv  is,  as  explained  by  Adaiu 
Smith,  an  inherent  reason  for  their  being  more  highly  re- 
munerated. If  an  arti/an  must  work  several  years  at  leani- 
ing  his  trade  before  he  cau  earn  anything,  and  scveml  yeara 
moi-e  before  becoming  sufficiently  skilful  for  its  finer  opera- 
tions, ho  must  liave  a  prospM't  of  at  last  earning  enough  lo 
pay  the  wages  of  all  this  past  labour,  with  compensation  for 
the  delay  of  payment,  and  an  indemnity  for  the  expejises  of 
his  education.  Ills  wages,  cunsequently,  must  yield,  over 
and  al>ove  the  ortlinary  amount^  an  annuity  snthcient  to 
repay  these  auins,  with  the  common  rate  of  profit,  witliiu 
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the  uiiiuber  of  years  he  can  expect  to  live  and  be  in  work- 
ing condition.  TIuk,  which  ift  necessary  to  plaee  the  hkilled 
employtnents,  all  circumstances  laken  togtjtlier,  on  llie  same 
levu!  of  advuntuf^  with  the  unskilled,  i*  the  Rnmliest  tliflV-r- 
euce  wliieh  can  exist  for  any  length  of  time  between  the  two 
ri'miincrations,  since  olhenvJBe  no  one  would  learn  tlic 
skilled  L'inploynienle.  And  this  aniunnt  of  ditlercncu  in  all 
winch  Adam  Sniith's  principles  account  for.  When  the 
disparity  is  jjrt'iitcr,  ho  secniw  tu  think  that  it  must  be  ex- 
plained by  uppivntiee  laws,  and  the  niles  of  corporations 
which  restrict  adniiiuion  into  many  of  the  skilled  eroploy- 
moQts.  But,  independently  of  these  or  any  other  artitii^ial 
monopolies,  tliere  \i  a  natural  monopoly  in  favour  of  skilled 
labourers  against  the  unskilled,  which  makes  the  difference 
of  reward  exceed,  sometimes  in  a  manifold  ])roportion,  what 
is  suHiclL-nt  merely  to  equalise  iJiuir  advantaf^cis.  If  nn- 
(ikilled  labourers  had  it  in  their  power  to  compete  with 
skilled,  by  merely  taking  the  trouble  of  learning  the  trade, 
the  difference  of  wnp»  mi^ht  not  exceetl  what  would  euui- 
pensate  them  for  that  tiouble,  at  the  ordinary  rate  at  which 
labour  is  remunerated.  Bnt  the  fact  that  a  course  of  in- 
Btructiou  ia  required,  of  even  a  low  decree  of  co^tline^s,  nr 
that  the  liibourer  must  be  maintained  for  a  eon&idcrablc  time 
from  ntlier  simrceA,  Hultit'es  ever^'where  tn  excluile  the  great 
body  of  the  labouring  |>eoplc  from  the  poesibility  of  any 
such  competition.  ITntil  lately,  all  emplf>ymenlt>  which  re- 
quired even  the  humble  education  of  reading  and  writing, 
could  be  recruited  ouly  from  a  select  class,  the  majority  liav' 
ing  had  no  opportunity  i>f  acquiring  those  attainmenla.  All 
Buch  employments,  accordingly,  were  immenaely  OTcrpaid, 
as  meaaured  by  the  urdinary  renmueralion  of  lalwur.  Since 
reading  and  writing  have  been  brought  within  the  reach  of 
a  multitude,  the  monopoly  pri<.'e  of  the  lower  grade  of  edu- 
catetl  cmplnrmenta  has  greatly  fallen,  the  comj>etitiMii  fur 
them  having  increased  in  an  almo.st  incredible  degree.  Tliere 
ifi  still,  however,  a  miu'Ii  greater  disparity  than  can  be  iu> 
eonntcd  for  on  the  principle  of  competition.     A  clerk  from 
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whom  nothitig  Is  rcqnired  but  tUc  iiieclianical  labour  ofj 
copviog;,  gains  more  than  an  equivalent  for  his  mere  cxen 
tioii  if  be  receivra  tlie  wr^w*  of  a  brioklayera  labourer.     Uii 
work  is  not  a  tenth  part  aa  bard,  it  is  quite  as  easy  to  lcani,| 
and  his  condition  is  less  prccariotus  a  clerk's  ithux  beinj 
gent-'nUh-  a  pluce  for  lifu,     Tlie  luijlu'r  rate  of  bis  remuiier*-^ 
tioii,  tberelore,  must  be  partly  ascribed  to  monopoly,  th( 
Biitall  decree  of  education  required  beiug  not  even  yet 
generally  diffused  as  to  call  fur  the  natural  nuwibc-r  of  eom- 
petiturs;    a>]d   partly    tu   tlm  reiiiainiiig  intitience   uf   an 
ancient  custom,  which  rcquii-cs  tliat  clerks  ^buuld  uiaiutaiu 
the  dres  and  appearance  of  a  more  highly  paid  class.     In 
some   uianuuL  employments,   requiring  a  nicety  of  band 
which  can  only  be  acquired  by  long  practice,  it  is  difficult 
to  obtain  at  any  eoet  workmen  in  suifieient  numbera.  wl 
ai'e  capable  of  the  most  delicate  kind  of  work;  and  tlic' 
Wfiges  paid  to  them  arc  only  limited  by  t)ie  price  wliitb 
purchaser)?  are  willing  to  give  for  the  commodity  they  pi 
duce.     lliis  is  (lie  case  with  wmio  working  watchmakerg,' 
and  with  the  makei-s  of  6(>me  astrunoniical  and  optical  in-; 
strumenta.    If  workmen  competent  to  such  employuiuut] 
wci-e  ton  times  as  nnmerous  as  they  are,  there  would  he' 
pui-cbasers  for  all  wlticb  they  could  make,  not  iudectl  at  thOj 
preecnt  priecB,  but  at  thoBC  lower  prices  which  would  bo  tli( 
natural  consequence  of  lower  wages.    Similar  cousi deration 
apply  lu  a  Htill  greater  degree  tu  employ  uiuiit^  whicb  it  ia| 
attcmptcfl  to  continc  to  persons  of  a  certain  social  ronk^j 
,  snch  as  what  are  called  the  liberal  prnfesfiiunH ;  into  wbi 
a  person  of  what  is  considered  too  low  a  class  of  society,  it 
not  ca>iily  admitted,  and  if  admittwl,  does  not  easily  sue-] 
ceed. 

So  complete,  indeed,  has  lutherto  been  the  separation,  sol 
strongly  niurke'l  the  line  of  demureation,  between  the  differ-] 
ent  grades  of  lalH>urerft,  as  to  be  alnio«t  equivalent  to  anj 
boreditarj'  distinction  of  caste;  each  employment  being! 
cluelly  recruited  from  the  children  of  those  already  cm-( 
ployed  in  it,  or  in  eiupli>ymuiite  of  the  same  rank  with  it  in 


social  i?stiiimtinn,  or  from  tlie  cliildron  of  persons  wlio,  if 
uriginally  of  a  lower  rank,  liave  encceeded  in  raising  tLem- 
selves  by  tbeir  exertions.  The  liberal  profceeionB  are  mrwily 
Buppliwl  by  the  aoiw  of  cither  tlie  prol'essioual,  or  tho  idlo 
classes:  the  morehighly  skilled  manual employmcntfiare  tilled 
up  fntin  the  sons  uf  i»k)lU!(l  arttzans,  or  the  cla&i  of  tradesuien 
who  rank  witli  them  ;  the  lower  classes  of  skilled  employ- 
ments ore  in  a  similar  catic ;  and  unskilled  labourers,  with 
oroasional  exceptions,  remain  from  father  to  sou  in  tlieir 
pristine  condition.  C^onsequently  the  wages  of  t-aeh  elass 
have  hitherto  been  regulated  by  iJie  inerease  of  iIh  owii 
jwpiilation,  rather  than  of  the  general  population  of  tho 
coiinlry.  If  the  proft-asions  are  overstocked,  it  is  bfcau^i^ 
tJie  class  of  society  f)*om  which  they  have  always  mainly 
been  supplied,  has  grt-atty  increased  in  number,  and  because 
most  of  that  class  havu  numerous  families,  and  bring  up 
some  at  leai4t  of  tliuJr  fohs  to  profe64>it>nK.  If  the  waj^uh  uf 
artizans  remaiji  so  much  Iiigher  tJmn  tho&e  of  common  la- 
bourers, it  is  because  artizans  are  a  more  jinident  class,  and 
do  not  marry  so  early  or  so  inconsiderately.  The  changps, 
however,  now  so  rapidly  taking  place  in  usages  and  ideas, 
arc  nndenniniug  all  tlici^c  dii^tinclions ;  tlie  liabilf  or  dis- 
abilities which  chained  people  to  their  hereditary  condition 
are  fast  wearing  away,  and  every  class  is  exposed  to  in- 
creased and  iiiereasing  competition  from  at  least  llie  class 
immediately  below  it.  The  general  relaxation  of  conven- 
tional barriers,  and  the  increased  facilities  of  educution 
which  already  are,  and  will  be  in  a  much  greater  degree, 
brought  within  the  reach  of  all,  tend  to  produce,  among 
many  excellent  eflccrs,  one  which  h  the  reverse;  they  tend 
to  bring  down  the  wages  of  skilled  lalwnr.  The  ine<]uality 
of  renmucration  between  tho  ^killeil  uid  the  unskilled  is, 
without  doubt,  very  much  greater  than  is  jiistitialtle;  but  it 
in  desirable  tliat  this  shonld  bo  corrceti>d  by  raiAing  the  nn- 
akilUxI,  not  by  lowering  the  skilled.  If,  however,  the  otlier 
changes  taking  place  in  society  are.  not  a(x;om))aiiied  by  a 
strengthening  of  the  cheeks  to  population  on  tlio  part  of 
21 
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labtiurcre  freuerullv,  tiiere  will  be  a  tondency  to  brin^ 
lower  gifulus  of  skilled  Inbourcre  under  the  infliicuce  of 
rate  of  incrcaae  regnlatrtl  bj  a  lower  standard  of  living 
tiiL'ir  own,  and  tbus  t'l  detcrinrntc  tUt-ir  condition  wicb(>til 
rnlt-in^  tiiat  of  t\w  giMieiitl  niEKs;  ibu  Htiniulu^  i^ivuti  Lij 
niiillipLicatioQ  of  the  lowest  cla!!3  being  sufficient  to  fill  up 
witliotit  ditHciilty  tlic  additional  sjHice  giiined  hy  theni  from 
tliosc  iuimcdiatuly  above. 


§  3.  A  nwidiiyinp  oircmnstance  still  remains  to  be 
noticed,  wbich  inturfcrcs  to  some  extent  witli  the  ojicrutiuai 
of  the  principlej*  thus  far  brought  to  v'u^w.  'Wliilo  il  is  true^^ 
as  a  general  rule,  that  the  earnings  of  Bkillcd  lal>onr,  and 
especially  of  any  labour  which  rcqnircs  Hchool  education, 
arc  at  a  monopoly  rate,  ti'otu  the  inipo:jsibi!ity,  to  the  mass 
of  the  peojile,  of  obtaining  that  edncation ;  it  is  also  tn» 
that  the  policy  of  nations,  or  the  bonnty  of  individiml 
furmurly  did  much  to  counteract  the  cflcct  4)f  lhi»  liuiitalioQ'^ 
of  competition,  by  ofiering^  olqemosypayy  instrnetioa  fo  a 
much  lar<^T  class  of  pcriM>i)i»  than  i-ould  have  obtained  tho 
eamc  advanta;j;c8  by  ]iaying  their  price.  A<laiu  Smith  hns 
pointed  out  the  operation  of  this  cAiise  in  keeping  down  tho 
remuneration  of  scholarly  or  bookish  oceiipatioris  giMicrally, 
and  in  particular  of  clcrj^ymcn,  literary  men,  and  fichutd 
roast  crs,  or  other  teaebers  of  youth.  I  cannot  better  sel 
forth  thiii  jmrt  of  the  subject  than  in  his  words. 

"  It  has  been  considered  as  of  bO  mueli  importajtce  that, 
a  proper  number  of  yonng  people  ehould  be  educated  fu 
certain   professions,  that  Kumctiuies  tijc  public,  and  some 
times  the  piety  of  private  founders,  have  e:^tablildled  manjr^ 
pensions,  scholarships,  e^ihihitiuufi,  bumuriei^,  &c.  for  this 
pul^)osc,  which  draw  many  moi-o  pople  int*)  those  tradt 
than  conid  otherwise  jiretcnd  to  follow  them.     In  all  C'lirif 
tiaii  countries,  I  bcHeve,  the  edncation  of  the  jrroater  )tai 
of  churchmen  is  paid  for  in  this  manner.     Very  few  oi 
them  are  educated  altogether  at  their  own  (expense,    Th< 
long,  tedious,  and  expensive  education,  therefoi^,  of  tlioti^ 
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who  are,  will  not  always  procure  Ihiau  a  suitable  reward, 
the  L-liurcl)  being  crowilwl  with  pcojilc  who,  in  order  to  get 
oinploynient,  are  willing  to  accept  of  as  much  smaller  re- 
uoniptMidc  tlian  wliat  tiurh  an  eduration  wonld  utiierwiee 
have  entitled  them  to;  and  in  thi&  manner  the  competition 
of  the  poor  takes  away  the  reward  of  the  neb.  It  would  bo 
indecent,  no  dou1)t,  to  compare  eitlier  a  cnratc  or  a  chaplain 
with  a  joiirni'vinan  in  any  common  irado.  Tht'  pu^v  of  a 
ciirato  or  a  chaplain^  however,  may  very  proi>erly  be  cou- 
sidereil  as  of  the  same  natnre  with  the  wages  of  a  jonniey- 
man.  They  arc,  all  tlirce,  paid  for  their  work  according  to 
tlie  contract  which  they  may  happen  to  make  with  tlicir 
res|»ective  ftU(»crior».  Till  iiftcr  the  middle  of  the  fonrteenth 
century,  live  nmrki<,  containing  tift  much  silver  as  ten  pound* 
of  our  present  money,  wa«  iu  England  the  uhuuI  pay  of  a 
curate  or  a  stipcndinr}'  imri^sli  priest,  as  we  find  it  rcgulattwl 
by  the  decrees  of  several  difl'ereut  national  counciU.  At  the 
same  period  fourpence  a  day,  containing  tho  &iimc  <pmntily 
of  silver  as  a  shilling  of  our  prci^ent  money,  was  declared  to 
be  the  pay  of  a  master-mason,  and  threepence  a  da.y,  eqnal 
to  ninepenee  of  onr  pre^^nt  njoney,  lliat  of  a  jonmeymau 
mason.*  The  wages  of  both  these  labourers,  therefore,  aiq)- 
posiug  them  to  have  been  constantly  emphfyetl,  were  much 
superior  to  thi>se  of  tlie  curate.  The  wages  of  the  mn&ter- 
ma«on,  suppiming  him  to  have  been  without  employment 
one-third  of  tlie  year,  would  have  fully  equalled  them.  Uy 
llu!  ItJth  of  Qnceii  Anne,  c.  13,  it  ib  declared  'That  wherwad 
for  want  of  sufficient  maintenance  and  cncounigcmcat  to 
curates,  the  cures  have  in  several  places  been  meanly  t?ui>- 
plied.  the  biKhop  ia  Iherefoi-e  empowered  to  appoint  by 
writing  under  his  hand  and  seal  a  eiitficient  certain  stijwud 
or  allowance,  not  exceeding  tirty,  and  not  less  than  twenty 
pounds  a  year.'  Forty  itounds  a  year  is  reckoned  at  pres- 
Qit  very  good  pay  for  a  curate,  and  notwithstanding  tliis 
act  of  parliament,  there  arir  many  curacies  under  twenty 
ponnds  a  year.    This  last  sum  does  not  exceed  what  ia  fire- 
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qucntly  earned  by  common  lalwnrers  in  mnny  ctmntry  pni 
U\\i*.     Wln-iiever  tlie  law   Ims  nttonipted  ti>  rej^ulatw  ilia] 
waircB  of  wurkmen,  it  lias  always  l>cen  rather  to  lowtr  thc[a| 
than  to  raise  tliern.     But  tlie  law  has  upon  many  occ«£tons| 
attfinploil  tu  raise  the  wages  of  curates,  and  for  the  digiiityj 
"f  tlie  C'liiircli,  t<)  oblige  iJie  rectors  of  parisliea  to  give  llieraj 
mure  ttmu  t!te  wretcbed  malutenanec  wbich  tlicy  Uietnaelvo«| 
miglit  bo  witling  to  accept  of.     And  in  botb  cases  the  law' 
Beeiiia  tu  have  been  etjimlly  inetlecliial,  and  Ime  never  Inri^n 
either  able  to  rai;»e  tlic  wages  of  curates  or  to  eink  those  of 
luUiurers  to  the  de^n-e  that  wns  intended,  becanse  it  lias 
never  been  able  to  hinder  either  tlie  one  from  being  willing 
to  accept  of  less  than  the  legal  allowance,  on  ooconnt  of  the 
indii;cnce  of  their  ttituation  and  the  nmltittido  of  (heir  coni-| 
jietitors;  or  tlie  otJier  trom  receiving  more,  on  account  of 
tlio  contrary  competition  of  those  who  expected  to  derive 
either  profit  or  pleasure  from  emjilo^-ing  them." 

"  In  profee^ions  in  wliich  there  ai'c  no  benefices,  such  aa-j 
law  (i)  and  physic,  if  an  equal  proportion  of  ^wople  wer( 
educated  at  the  public  c.xpenbe,  the  competition  would  Boon' 
be  so  great  as  to  sink  very  much  their  peeuniury  retvard. 
it  might  then  nut  be  worlii  any  man's  while  tu  educate  his 
Bon  to  either  of  these  professions  at  his  own  expenge.    Thei 
wonbl  he  entirely  abandoned  to  such  as  had  been  cducatt 
by  iliotte  jmblic  charities ;  whose  numbers  and  neces^itieij 
would  oblige  them  in  general  to  content  themselves  with  a 
very  mipcrahle  rec()n)|>on&e. 

*'  Tliat  unprospurous  race  of  men,  commonly  ealltJ  meuJ 
of  letters,  are  pretty  nme3i  in  the  situation  which  lawyenj 
and  physicians  probably  would  be  in  upon  the  fiiregoiug! 
supjMsitiun.     Ill  every  part  of  Eui'ope,  the  greater  part  of 
them  have  been  educated  for  the  church,  but  have  been] 
hindere<!  by  different  reasons  trora  entering  into  holy  or<ierH. 
They  have  generally,  therefore,  been  educated  at  the  pubhi 
expense,  and  their  numbera  are  eviu^'whcre  so  great  aa  toj 
reduce  the  price  of  thoir  labour  to  a  very  paltiy  rocora- 
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"Before  the  invention  of  tlie  art  of  printing,  the  only 
emplo}'uiont  liy  wliic^h  h  iiiiiii  of  letters  cuuld  make  aiiy- 
tltin^  by  his  tnlont<i.  wafl  tlmt  of  a  public  or  private  teac'heTj 
or  l>y  I'omnuinic-ntinr^  lo  otlicr  jM'Ople  thu'  L-urioii9  und  usuftil 
knowludgtt  wliicti  lie  liad  ftc-qnirod  liim»elf:  nut]  tliii)  Ir  fitiU 
^nroiy  a  more  liononrabic,  a  moro  utteful,  and  in  {^t^neral 
fvon  a  more  prolitftblo  employment  than  that  other  of  writ- 
ing for  a  bookAeiler,  to  which  tlie  art  of  printing  lias  given 
occasion.  The  time  and  study,  the  genius,  knowledge,  and  I 
upplication  requisite  to  quality  im  omiucnt  teacher  of  the 
flriencea,  are  at  Iciist  equal  to  what  h  uecfsfiiiry  tor  I  lie  great- 
est praeiitioners  in  law  and  physic.  But  the  usual  reward 
of  the  eriiitieiit  tcat'lier  bears  no  proportion  to  that  of  tlio 
lawyer  or  physician  ;  because  the  trade  of  the  one  is  crowd- 
ed with  indigent  people  who  hare  been  brought  up  to  it  at 
the  public  expense,  whereas  those  of  the  otlicr  two  are  cn- 
cnmbeixid  with  very  few  who  have  not  been  educated  at 
their  own.  The  usual  recompense,  however,  of  public  and 
private  teachers,  small  as,  it  may  ap]M!ar,  would  unilonbtedly 
be  lesB  tJmii  it  is,  if  the  coinpotition  of  those  yet  more  indi- 
gent men  of  letters*  who  write  tor  bread  wiis  not  taken  out 
of  the  market.  Bcfurc  the  inTcution  of  the  art  of  printing, 
a  wholar  and  a  beggar  wn-ni  to  have  been  terrn»  very  nearly 
Bynon^TUOUs.  The  ditfcreiit  governors  of  the  universities 
before  that  time  appear  to  have  often  granted  licenses  to 
their  sehulars  to  beg." 


§  4.  The  denumd  for  literary  labour  has  so  greatly  in- 
ereasc<1  since  Adam  Smith  wrote,  wliilc  tlie  provisions  for 
eJeeujoaynary  edneation  have  nowhere  been  nnich  addi.'d  to, 
and  in  the  countries  which  have  undergone  revolutions  have 
been  much  diminished^  that  little  etl'ei^.  in  keeping  doxvn  tho 
ret^ompeiise  of  literary  labour  can  now  be  ascribwl  to  the 
influence  of  those  inslitutionM.  But  an  cfiect  nearly  cqniva- 
lent  in  now  prodnecd  by  a  cause  wmicwhat  similar — the  com- 
petition of  pers^ins  who,  by  analogy  with  other  arts,  may  be 
called  amateurs.     Literary  occupatlou  is  one  of  thuec  pur- 
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suits  in  which  success  mny  l>e  attained  bv  persons  tbe  greatef! 
part  of  wlicwe  time  is  taken  u}»  by  other  eniplo^Tnentu ;  and! 
the  education  uwc-ssary  for  it,  is  tiic  common  education  of 
all  ctiltivared  pei'sona.    Ttiu  indncenieats  to  it,  iii(b;pendent-J 
\y  of  money,  in  the  pri'seiit  stale  uf  the  world,  tn  all  wlidl 
bavo  either  vanity  to  gratity,  or  i>L>r£oiial  or  public  objectAi 
to  promote,  are  strong.     These  niotivot)  now  attract  Into  this 
career  a  great  and  incren&ing  number  of  persons  who  do  notJ 
need  its  pe<nininry  fruits,  and  who  would  eipially  resftrt  taj 
it  if  it  afforded  no  reniiinerntioD  at  all.     In  our  own  cuun- 
ti-y  (to  cite  known  examples),  the  most  infincntiHl^  and  on 
the  whole  most  eiiiineut  philosophical  writer  of  recent  timd 
(Bcntbani),  tbe  greatest  political  economist  (Kieardo),  thi 
most  ephciiicrally  cflobnitL-d,  and  the  really  greatest  poett] 
(Byron  and  Khelley),  aud  the  most  successful  writer  of  pr06»' 
firtion  (Scott),  wcro  none  of  them  authors  by  profcasioD; 
and  only  two  of  the  five,  Scott  and  Byron,  could  have  sup*] 
ported  themselves  by  llie  works  wliich  they  wrote.     Ncarljr| 
all  the  higher  departnitrnts  nf  authorship  are,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, similarly  filled,     lu  consequem-e,  although  tlic  highest 
pecuniary  prizes   of  succwwful    authorship    are    ineonipat 
ably  greater  than  at  any  former  period,  yet  on  any  ralium 
calculation  of   the  chances,  in  the  existing  coinpctitiui 
RiarcfOy  any  writer  can  hope  to  gain  a  living  by  bonl;s  arid 
to  do  so  by  magazines  and  reviews  hccoiiies   daily  mora' 
iliBicnlt     It  is  only  the  more  trouhlcsonie  and  diaagreeablo 
kinds  of  literary  labour,  and  tho^B  whit^li  corifcr  no  jtersonal. 
celebrity,  such   as  most  of  iIiosm;  connected   with    nuws 
]iHpers,  or  with  the  smaller  periodicals,  on  which  an   edi 
eated  person  can  now  rely  for  subsistence.     Of  thusc,  thoj 
rc'Uimit-ratiun   is,  on  the  whoU',  decidedly  high;   bpcjinsuj 
thongb  exposed  to  the  competition  of  what  used  to  be  eolledj 
"poor  sebolars"  (persons  who  have  received  a  leurnerj  edu- 
cation  from    some  public   or   private    charily),   tht-y   an*- 
exempt  from  tliat  of  amatcui"8,  those  who  have  other  meaiifi 
of  support  being  seldom  candidates  for  such  eniploymenta,; 
mjether  these  considerations  are  not  eounectud  with  Boim 
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tiling  radically  amiss  in  the  idea  of  authortiliip  at;  a  proroe- 
sion,  and  whether  any  social  arrangumeiit  under  which  ihu 
t^arlutrs  of  niHiikind  consist  of  pertKins  giving  out  doctrines 
for  hmad,  is  &iiitc<l  to  be,  or  can  popftibly  hu,  a  peminnunt 
tl)in>j; — would  he  a  subject  well  worthy  oi'  the  attention  of 
thinkers. 

Tlie  cleriral,  like  thn  literai*y  prof<*Pion,  is  frequently 
ado[>tcd  by  persons  of  indcpendeiit  means,  either  from  ivli- 
giouA  zeal,  or  for  the  sake  of  tlto  honour  or  Ul^efulne5S  which 
may  belong  to  it,  or  for  a  cliancc  of  llie  Iiigh  prizes  wliieli  it 
hohls  out :  and  it  is  now  principally  for  tliis  reason  tliat  I  ho 
HalarieB  of  curates  are  so  low  ;  thofie  Balaries,  thoiigli  consid- 
erably raised  by  the  iufiueuee  of  public  opinion,  being  t<li|] 
generally  jneufticient  as  the  R>le  means  of  support  for  one 
who  has  to  nniintain  tlie  externals  expected  from  u  clergy- 
man of  tJto  established  church. 

When  an  occupation  is  earned  on  chiefly  by  persona 
who  derive  the  main  j>ortinn  of  their  euhsistence  from  other 
poureee,  its  remuneration  may  be  lower  almost  to  any  ex- 
t*int,  than  the  wages  of  cipmlly  severe  labour  in  other  em- 
ployments. Tlie  principal  example  of  the  kind  is  domestic 
manufai'tureR.  When  upiuuing  and  knitting  were  carried 
on  in  every  cottage,  by  familied  deriving  tlieir  ]>rincipHl 
finpport  from  agriculture,  the  price  at  which  their  produce 
was  sold  (which  constituted  the  remimerntion  of  their  la- 
bour) M'os  otleu  so  low,  that  there  would  have  lieen  iis- 
qiiired  great  perfection  of  maiihinery  to  undei'scll  It.  The 
amount  of  the  reninnoration  in  such  a  case,  depends  chieHy 
n|M)n  whether  the  (jimntity  of  the  eominodity.  pn)duee<l  by 
this  dcscrijition  of  labour,  eutlices  to  supply  the  whole  of  the 
di.>-mand.  If  it  does  not,  and  there  is  conaequently  a  ueccB- 
sity  for  some  labourers  who  devote  thenifielvc*  eutirt-ly  to 
the  cmplojTncnt,  the  price  of  the  article  must  be  sunicieiit 
to  pay  those  labourerj*  at  Ihe  ordinary  rate,  and  to  reward 
thoretbre  very  hnndsotnely  tlic  dome&tic  prwluwrs.  Hut  if 
the  demand  is  iso  limited  tliat  the  domestic  manufacture  can 
do  more  than  aati^fy  it,  the  price  is  naturally  kept  down  to 
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tlie  lowest  rate  al  wliich  peasant  faiiiilica  think  il  worn 
wliile  to  (toiiLtmic:  tUc  ]>r4)Utirtioii.  It  ig,  uq  JouI)t^  buaius«| 
the  SwiB6  ortizanB  do  not  depend  for  the  whole  of  tboirj 
siibflisteiu'u  upm  their  looin»,  Ihnt  Ziirit-li  U  aliln  to  iniiintain  | 
a  competition  in  the  Kuropi-an  market  with  Knglitfh  eapital, 
and  English  fuel  and  miwliinery.*  Tlins  fur,  an  to  tiie  ro-l 
i)iiincraLion  of  the  subsidiarv  cmploiiincnt ;  but  the  effect  tol 
tliu  labourers  of  having  tliis  additional  ruBoiin-e,  h  almofitl 
ecrtain  to  be  (mil«»  peculiar  cutmter:ictiDgcau»;eri  intervene)' 
n  proi>ortional  dintinntion  of  the  wages  of  their  mnin  occti-j 
pation.  The  hatuLs  of  ihc  peoi»le  (as  has  already  Im-i^  boI 
orten  remarked)  everywhere  refjuire  bouic  partieular  &ealei 
of  livings  and  no  more,  as  the  rundition  without  which  thcyi 
will  not  bring  up  a  family.  Whether  the  ineomo  wliiclit 
niaiiitaiiiti  ihuni  in  this  condition  comes  from  one  Bonrco  orj 
from  two,  makes  no  dtfleitrncc :  if  there  is  a  eoeond  tMntrcaj 
f  income, they  require  less  from  the  first;  and  mnltijily  lat 
lat  thiii  has  always  hitherto  Ijeen  tlie  case)  to  a  point  wlueb: 
leaves  them  uo  moro  from  both  omploymentis  thaii  tfam 
would  ]>ridjahly  have  had  fixim  eitlier  if  it  had  been  their] 
sole  occnpatiou. 

For  the  same  reason  it  is  found  that,  caiterU  pariitwiA 
those  trj»des  are  pencrally  the  worst  paid,  in  whii-h  tliu  wif«l 
and  children  of  the  artisan  aid  m  the  work.     Tlie  ineomAJ 
whieh  the  habits  of  the  elasa  demand,  and  down  to  which' 
tlicy  are   almost   tiuro  to   nmlti[dy,  m  made  up,  in  tlioeo] 
trades,  by  the  earninj^  of  the  whole  family,  while  in  othet 
the  aamt;  iiieome  must  be  obt^ncd  by  tlic  labour  of  the  man 
alone.    It  ifl  even  probable  that  tlieir  collective  carninAJ 
will  amount  to  a  smaller  sum  than  those  of  the  man  alone 
in  other  trades;  because  the  pnidcntial  restraint  ou  mar^ 


*  Four-lifUis  of  l)»«  mBD<inkc-lurPT»  of  tbc  Canton  of  Ztiricli  nrv  Runll  fttnam% ; 
potHTnlly  propriftoni  of  thfir  fiimuL  Tbe  i-olloti  mtuiuraL'turo  orc^ii|^i<-«  t*itlwr  j 
irhuIlT  or  partuUlv  2:i,U(>0  pctiplL',  ncarlj  a  tenth  |uirt  of  Ulo  i<o[tiiliitiot>;  ui>l| 
1)117  nifuiuiiie  A  gK^Ior  qukiiUt)-  of  voUuii  |>cr  inliatiitnnt  ihiui  cilht>r  KmuoeJ 
or  En;!Ua4l    See  Uic  StotblJcal  Account  of  7.urioh,  fonaerlj  dtcd,  i*p.  lOi,] 

tos,  no. 


niFKKKBSl'JW  OK  WAIJES. 


4S9 


n&ge  IB  unusnaUy  weak  whtu  tlie  only  consequence  inimo* 
diutelj  felt  is  an  inipi-oremcut  of  circiunetajiccs,  the  joint 
earning  of  tlic  two  going  further  in  th^ir  doiuustic  ucunomy 
alter  marriage  than  before.  Saeh  accordingly  is  the  fact, 
in  the  cariu  of  Iiand-lotJin  wimveift.  In  iiumt  khuU  of  weuv- 
ii)g»  voraen  ean  and  do  cam  as  mue))  as  men,  and  children 
are  employed  at  a  vt^ry  early  sige ;  but  tlic  i^fjrcpate  earn- 
ings of  a  family  aie  lower  than  in  almost  any  other  kind  of 
indu»try,  and  the  niarriugei)  earlier,  it  is  notieeable  also 
that  tliorc  are  eertain  branches  of  hand-loout  weaving  in 
vhic-h  wages  arc  inucli  ahuvo  the  rate  eonimon  in  the  trade, 
and  that  these  arc  the  bnuiehefi  in  which  neither  women  nor 
young  yier&ms  arc  cinpluyed.  Tliese  facts  were  authen- 
tittjiteil  by  tlie  imjuiries  of  llie  Hand-loom  Weavers  (lumiuiii- 
sion,  which  made  itfl  report  in  1841.  Ko  argoincnt,  how- 
ever, ean  be  Iiencc  dcnved  for  the  exclusion  of  women  from 
ilic  liberty  of  competing  in  tlic  labour  market.  P^vcn  when 
no  inoru  is  earned  by  the  laliour  of  a  man  and  a  woman  than 
would  have  been  eiirned  by  the  man  alone,  the  ndvantAgo 
to  the  woiuitn  of  not  depending  on  h  nuister  for  sulKlstenee 
may  be  more  than  an  eijuivnlciit.  Bnt  in  the  case  of  ehil' 
dron,  who  are  no<:eHgai-ily  dejiendent,  the  int1uf>iH-o  of  their 
competition  in  depressing  the  labour  market  is  an  im[»c»itant 
element  in  the  qiicHtiun  of  limiting  their  labour.  In  order  to 
provide  better  for  their  education. 


§  5.  It  dcson'ea  consideration,  why  the  wages  of  women 
are  generally  lower,  and  very  much  lower,  tlian  those  of 
men.  They  are  not  universally  «>.  "Where  men  and  women 
work  at  the  same  employmeui,  If  it  be  one  for  which  thoy 
are  equally  fitted  in  point  of  physicnl  power,  they  are  not 
atwa)*s  unequally  paid.  Women  in  factories,  sometim&B 
earn  m  nmcli  as  men  ;  and  so  they  do  in  bnnd-loom  weav- 
ing, which,  being  paid  by  llio  piece,  brings  their  oflieiency 
to  a  sure  ti«t.  When  the  cftieiency  is  equal,  but  the  pay 
unequal,  the  only  explanation  that  ran  1>e  given  is  cutttoni ; 
grounded  either  in  a  prejudice,  or  in  tlie  present  constitU' 
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tion  of  society,  wluoh,  niftking  almost  every  woman,  eocii 
speaking,  aii  appendage  of  some  man,  euablue  men  to  taki 
Byetemutically  thv.  liou'a  share  uf  wliatevci-  belongs  lo  both. 
But  the  priiieipal  question  relates  to  the  pe<ni)iar  umploj 
menla  of  vvotuen.     Tiie  remuneration  of  Ihcw)  ia  alwave, 
believe,  gi*catly  below  that  of  eniplovmeiits  of  equal  fikill 
anil  equal  disagrecahlcnrfis,  carried  ou  by  men.     In  eonw 
of  these  cu806  the  explanation  is  evidently  that  alruodj 
given:  as  in  the  ea^e  of  donieetie  servuntg,  whode  wagw,' 
speaking  generally,  are  not  determined  by  competition,  but 
are  greally  tn  exeesH  of  the  market  value  of  the  labour,  and 
in  tUiii  excesfi,  as  in  uhnust  all  things  which  are  regulntcd  by_ 
I'iiBtom,  the  male  sex  ohtaiss  by  far  the  largest  share.     Ii 
the  occiipationB  in  wliich  employera  take  full  advantage  of ' 
coin  petition,  tlie  low  wages  of  women  as  compared  with  tlio, 
ordinary  eaniingg  of  men,  arc  a  ]}ruuf  that  the  emplo>-menl|. 
are  ovemitoekcd :  that  although  bo  much  smaller  a  number 
of  women,  than  of  men,  suppoit  themselves  by  wages,  the 
ooonpations  which  law  and  u^age  make  accessible  to  them 
urc  comparatively  so  few,  that  tlic  field  of  their  employmcntj 
ift  still   more  overcrowded.     It  must  he  observed,  that  aa" 
matters  now  stand,  a  sutiieiciit  degree  of  overcrowding  may 
doprcBS  the  wage^  of  women  to  a  much  lower  minimum  thanj 
those  of  men.     The  wages,  at  least  of  single  women,  mui 
be  equal  lo  their  supjwrt;    hut  need  not   be  more  lluia^ 
equal  to  it ;  tJio  minimum,  in  their  case,  is  the  pittance  ab- 
solutely requisite  for  the  sustenance  of  one  human  being.< 
Kow  the  lowest  point  to  -whioli  the  most  superabundant  I 
competition  can  permanently  depreee  the  wages  of  a  man,  ia  i 
always  somewhat  more  than  this.     Wliero  the  wife  of  a 
labouring  man  does  not  by  general  custom  eontribute  to  his 
earnings,  the  man's  wages  must  be  at  least  sufHeicnt  to  sup- 
port Iiimself,  a  wife,  and  a  number  of  children  ailequate  toj 
keep  up  the  population,  since  if  it  were  less,  the  pupulntioi 
would  not  be  kept  up.     And  even  if  the  wife  earns  some- 
thing, their  joint  wages  must  be  suflicient  to  supiwrt,  not' 
OJily  llieniscives,  but  (at  least  for  some  years)  their  diih 
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altio.  The  iie  pliss  ultra  nf  low  vrof^  thensfore,  (except 
(lurinj^  8umo  traimitory  cnKiB,  or  in  Bonie  iUifayUiff  ciupluy- 
mvut,)  can  hartlly  occur  in  any  orcupation  which  the  jjcrson 
employed  has  to  live  by^  except  llie  occu|iatiuiia  uf  women. 

§  G.  Thus  far,  wd  have,  throughout  this  di&cuaHioii,  pro- 
eeeded  on  the  snpputiition  tliat  uumjietitiun  is  trct\  bo  t'ur  as 
regards  human  intcrfcrcucc  ;  being  limited  only  by  natural 
caosee,  or  by  tho  tmintonded  effect  of  general  Bocial  circum- 
atances.  But  law  or  ciibtom  may  interferu  to  limit  couipcti- 
tiou.  If  apprentice  laws,  or  the  regulations  of  coqK>mto 
lK>(lit>8,  miiko  the  acccsa  tu  a  particular  employment  alow, 
costly,  or  difficult,  the  wages  of  that  employment  may  be 
kept  much  above  their  natural  proportidu  to  the  wiigee  of 
common  labour.  They  might  be  eo  kept  without  any  aa* 
nignable  limit,  were  it  not  ttiat  wagea  which  exceed  the 
usual  rate  require  correejiondiug  prices,  and  tliat  there  is  a 
limit  to  the  price  at  which  even  a  restricted  number  of  pro- 
ducers can  dispose  of  all  they  produce.  In  mont  civiUjuxl 
couutriesiT  tlie  reBlrierionh  uf  this  kind  which  once  existed 
liave  been  either  abolished  or  very  much  relaxed,  and  will, 
no  doubt,  BiMin  disappear  cutiroly.  lu  some  trades,  how- 
ever, and  to  some  extent,  the  eouibi nations  of  workmen  prf>- 
ducc  a  einiilar  eQ*cct.  Those  couibinationa  always  fail  to 
uphohl  wages  at  un  .nrtiticial  rate,  unless  they  also  limit  the 
number  of  couiiM-titorB.  But  they  do  ot'J*agionally  succeed 
in  accomplishing  this,  lu  several  trades  the  workmen  have 
been  able  to  make  it  almost  impraetieable  for  etraugcrs  to 
obtain  admld^ion  either  as  journeymen  or  as  ajiprenticca, 
except  in  limited  numbers,  and  under  such  rt«trictioUB  aa 
they  choose  to  impose.  It  waa  given  in  evidence  to  the 
Iliiiid-loom  Ti\'eavcr8  Conmiission,  that  this  is  one  of  tho 
hardships  which  aggravate  tho  grievous  condition  of  that 
depressed  class.  Their  own  employment  is  overstockwl  and 
almost  ruined ;  but  there  :xre  many  otliur  tmdtw  which  it 
would  not  bo  difficult  for  them  to  Icani :  to  this,  however, 
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tlic  coin  bin  ntioDB  of  workmen  in  tliogc*  other  trudes  Arc  aaid^ 
tu  iuturjJU!4t;  an  ubi»lair)B  hiUicrto  in&iiniiountHblc. 

IsotwilliBtandiu^,  however,  tJic  emcl  mauncr  in  which 
the  (jxeluBive  priiieiplu  of  (iicao  coinhinalUitis  oporatra  in  a 
caee  of  this  pecnlinr  Daturc.  ihe  question,  whutlier  tlit-r  arc 
on  tlic  whuU;  more  ii^^t'ul  ur  miai'iiiuvuiiii.  run^utrfs  to  be  du- 
eidcd  on  an  enhvrgcd  coneid oration  of  conscq«ence«,  among 
which  i<iK;li  a  fact  a»  i\iU  itt  not  one  of  the  niotft  important 
ilcniR.  Putting  abiilc  the  atrocitiefl  Bomctlmos  enmmittod 
by  workmen  in  the  way  of  pcreouul  outrage  or  intirnidntion, 
whirh  cjinnot  Im  too  ripMIy  n*j»ri'sst'«l;  if  tht;  present  hlalo 
of  thu  geinrral  hahitb  uf  the  people  wci'o  to  remain  fi>r  evt-r 
unimproved,  thcee  partial  combinations,  iu  hi  fur  tui  thuy  do 
succeed  in  keeping  up  the  wuircs  of  any  trade  by  Hmiling  '»a 
nimdfers,  might  bo  Juoked  ujxm  as  simply  intrcnchitig  round  , 
ft  pnrlieuhir  spot  a^^inut  tlio  tnrojids  of  over-population,  and  i 
making  the  w:if^  of  the  cludu  (Jepend  u^wn  tlitir  own  rate 
of  increase,  instead  of  depending  on  that  of  a  more  rccklet* 
and  improvhicnt  claims  than  ihentKulvctii.  What  at:  firet  i»ight 
BCenifi  the  injuhtiee  of  excluding  tlie  more  utMueroii&  hivly  ' 
from  sharing  the  gains  of  a  comparatively  few,  di^apiKiars 
when  we  consider  that  by  being  admitted,  they  would  not 
be  made  better  off,  for  more  than  n  short  time;  the  only 
pennanont  iffcet  which  their  admission  would  produw, 
Wonhl  lie  to  loxver  the  others  to  their  ovm  level.  To  what 
extent  iho  force  of  this  consideration  w  annnlleil  when  a 
tendency  conimences  towards  diminished  over-crowding  in 
tho  lubouring  c?as6e8  generally,  and  what  gn^unds  of  a 
different  nature  there  mav  bu  for  re<jardinff  the  existence  of 
trade  eombinations  as  rather  to  be  desired  than  de|»rceale«i, 
will  b(!  contddered  in  a  subsequent  ehapt*T  ftf  this  work,  with 
the  subject  of  Combination  Laws. 


/ 


§  7.  To  conclude  this  subject,  T  muet  repeat  an  obsor- 
ration  already  made,  that  there  are  kinds  of  labour  of  which 
the  wages  are  fixed  by  cust-om,  and  not  bj  competitioD. 
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Such  are  the  fees  or  cliargea  nf  profeseioiinl  ]KTHond :  uf  jiliy* 
sicians,  swrgeons,  barristers,  and  «vfn  att4»niey8-  Tliuso,  as 
a  goneral  rule,  do  not  vary,  and  tlioii|E;ti  competition  operates 
upon  tlioRe  ctasHes  aa  much  as  upon  any  ut]i(!ri4,  it  ib  l>y 
dividuig  the  busiuces,  not,  in  general,  by  diminii^hiug  the 
rate  at  which  it  is  paid.  Thu  cause  of  tbi>;,  perhaps,  has 
been  tlio  prevalence  of  an  opinion  that  huch  {>en*oiis  are 
more  tnistworthy  if  paid  hijrlily  in  proiMjition  to  the  work 
tbcy  perform ;  ineomucb  that  if  u  lawyer  or  a  pliy^irian 
offered  liis  services  at  less  than  the  ordinary  rate,  iiuitL-ad  of 
fraininj^  uioru  practice,  he  would  probably  lose  that  which 
he  already  bad.  For  analo<^us  reasons  it  is  usual  to  pay 
greatly  beyond  tlie  market  price  of  their  labour,  all  persons 
in  whom  the  employer  wlsbi'S  to  place  peculiar  trust,  or 
from  wbuin  he  retpiires  suuietliiiig  bct»idcs  their  mere  scr- 
vifcs.  For  example,  iriost  persona  who  can  aflbrtl  it,  pay  to 
tlicir  dome-fitic  ptrvants  higher  waget*  than  would  purchase 
in  the  market  the  lal>nur  of  persons  fully  as  comiietent  to 
the  work  re<]uired.  Tbcy  do  this,  not  merely  from  otitenta- 
tion,  but  also  from  nuire  renHonuble  motives ;  either  because 
tliey  desire  that  those  they  empb*y  shoidd  serve  them  cheer- 
fully, and  be  anxious  to  I'emain  in  their  serviiv;  or  be- 
i-auM  they  do  not  like  to  drive  a  haril  bargain  with  people 
whom  they  are  in  constant  intercourse  with ;  or  becuiise 
they  dislike  to  have  near  ibcir  persons,  and  continually  in 
their  sight,  people  with  the  appearance  and  habits  wlucb  aro 
the  usual  accompaniments  of  a  mean  remuneration.  Sim- 
ilar feelings  npuratu  in  the  uiinds  of  persons  in  business, 
with  rcsi«?ct  to  their  clerks  and  other  cniploycs.  Liberal- 
ity, generosity,  and  the  credit  of  the  employer,  are  motives 
which,  to  whatever  extent  they  operate,  preclude  taking  the 
utmost  advantage  of  competition  :  and  doubtless  such  mo- 
tives might,  and  even  now  do,  operate  on  employers  of 
labour  in  all  the  great  departments  of  industry  ;  and  mos> 
desirable  is  it  that  they  slioidd.  But  they  can  never  raise 
the  average  wages  of  laboui*  beyv-nd  the  ratio  of  population 
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toci^itaL  By  g^iving  more  to  each  person  emplovod,  they 
limit  the  power  of  giving  eiiij)loymt;Ht  to  minibLirs;  and 
however  ezccllcbt  their  moral  efl'ect,  they  tlu  littlu  good 
eooaomicaUj>  unless  the  pauperism  of  those  who  arc  snut 
out,  leads  indu'eetly  to  a  rcadjuslment  by  meana  of  an  in- 
creased restraint  on  popnlati<m. 


Cn.VPTER  XV. 


Uy  I'ROFITS. 


§  1.  Havino  treated  of  tUe  labourer's  eharo  of  the 
produce,  we  next  prw:ecd  to  llio  slmro  of  the  raj^italist ;  llie 
protiis  (jf  capita]  or  stock ;  tbo  gains  of  the  pL>n<i)ii  who 
advances  tlte  expenses  of  production — who,  from  funds  iu 
his  posficeeion,  pays  the  wages  of  the  labourers,  or  flup|>orts 
thcQi  durinj^  tho  work ;  who  suppHt^a  the  retpiiftite  build- 
iiigft,  matoriak,  and  tools  or  machinery ;  and  to  whom,  by 
tlie  UBual  terniii  of  the  contract,  Uio  produce  belongs,  to  he 
disposed  of  at  his  pleasure.  All^r  indemnifying  him  for  Ms 
outlay,  there  con)monlr  remains  a  &urphi8,  whicli  ia  Iiis 
profit ;  the  net  income  from  his  capital :  the  amount  which 
he  can  aflbnl  to  expend  in  necessaries  or  jtlcasures,  or  from 
whicli  by  further  «aviii^  he  can  add  to  his  wealth. 

As  the  wages  of  the  labourer  are  tho  remuneration  of  p 
labonr,  eo  the  profits  of  tho  capitalist  are  properly,  aorordinff^ 
to  Mr.  Senior's  well-clioscn  exprertsion,  the  remuneration  of 
alistinence.  They  ore  what  he  gains  by  forbearing  to  con- 
sume his  capital  tor  Ins  own  use«,  and  allowinjf  it  to  !«  con- 
Rimed  by  |trodnctive  Ittb<turer8  for  their  uses.  For  this  for 
bearanco  l»e  requires  a  recompense.  Very  often  in  personal 
enjoyment  he  would  be  a  gainer  by  wjuanderin^  his  capital, 
the  capital  amounting  to  more  than  the  sum  of  the  profits 
which  it  will  yield  during  the  years  he  can  expect  to  Vive. 
But  while  he  retains  it  uudiuiinibhcd,  ho  has  always  the 
power  of  conenmitig  it  if  lie  wiKJiea  or  needs  ;  he  can  l>estow 
it  upon  others  at  his  death ;  and  in  the  meantime  lie  derivt 


400 


UOOK    II.     (.•UAKIER   XV.     Jl. 


from  it  iin  income,  wliieli  lio  cim  without  itnpoverisUmcnt 
applv  tu  the  t^aticifactiuu  of  hit>  own  waiitb  or  iudiuutioiifs 

Of  the  gains,  however,  which  the  jioaiessioii  of  a  CHpitnl 
enahlcs  a  pursoii  in  make,  a  purl  ouly  in  properly  an  equivn- 
luDt  fur  tlie  ii&c  of  the  tfitpita)  itsoll';  namely,  na  much  &8  a 
solvent  person  would  he  willing  to  pav  for  thu  h>an  of  it. 
Tliis,  which  D&  cvcrybtKl^v  knows  is  coUed  intci-cst,  is  all  that 
a  jici-son  ift  cnabh'il  to  pet  by  merely  nbetaiuing  from  the 
immediate  consiim])tioii  of  U\a  capital,  and  allouing  it  to  Ire 
nsed  for  productive  purposes  by  others.  The  reniuneration 
which  h  olftajned  in  aiiv  eountrv  lor  nicro  abiitinencc,  is 
nieasiiroil  by  tlie  current  rate  of  interest  on  tlte  bcfct  seen- 
nty ;  such  Bccui'ity  hh  j)rccliidea  any  appreciable  chance  of 
losing  the  principal.  AVhat  a  person  expect*  to  gain,  who 
8i)]>er  in  tends  Ihc  ejnplnyuieut  of  his  own  capilal,  is  alwayti 
more,  and  generally  much  more,  than  this.  The  rate  uf 
profit  greatly  exceeds  the  rate  of  interest.  The  fvnrf)lnH  is 
parlJy  eoiiipen.«ati<)n  for  risk.  By  len<]ing  bin  capilal,  on 
unexceptionable  security,  he  runs  little  or  uu  risk*  But  if 
be  embarks  in  business  on  his  own  ai-comit,  he  always  ex- 
poses his  capital  to  some,  and  in  many  caeeai  to  \cry  great, 
danger  of  partial  or  total  loss.  For  this  danger  ho  niufft  be 
compensated,  otherwise  lu-  will  nut  incur  it,  iJc  mubt  like- 
wise be  remnnerated  for  the  devotion  of  liii;  time  and  la- 
bour. The  control  of  the  opcmtion&  of  industry  UKUiUly 
belongs  to  the  person  who  snpjilies  the  whole  or  the  great- 
est i»art  of  the  timds  by  which  they  are  carried  on,  and  who, 
according  to  the  ordinary  arrangeuient,  h  either  alone  inter- 
ested,  or  ie  the  person  most  intere^ed  (at  least  directly),  in 
the  reisult.  To  exercise  this  control  with  cflicicncy,  if  the 
concern  is  large  and  complicated,  requires  great  a&tiduity< 
and  ofbjD,  no  oi'dinary  skill,  lliia  ai^iduity  and  bkill  mu&t 
be  renmncrated. 

The  gross  profits  from  capital,  the  gains  retnmed  to 
tho»e  who  supply  the  funds  for  production,  must  snfiiee  for 
these  three  puq^osca.  They  mubt  afford  a  suBicicnt  equiva- 
hutt  (or  abstinence,  indemnity  for  ri^i-k.  and  rcniuniruticii 
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for  tlie  Irtbrmr  nnd  skill  reqnired  for  snporintendonco. 
TUc6C  different  toin|>en!<ations  nmy  be  cither  imid  to  tlio 
Buue,  or  tu  dilTerent  ]>eretins.  Tlie  capital,  or  eoiuc  pnrt  uf 
it,  may  be  borrowed  :  may  bt-lon;;  to  mine  one  who  floes 
not  undertake  Uio  rihk.^  or  tht>  troubli*  of  buiainc&3.  In  that 
(;a8c,  the  lender,  or  owner,  is  tbo  person  who  practises  the 
abstinence;  and  i^  remunerated  for  it  liy  the  inten-i^t  paid 
to  lihn,  while  the  ditfercuce  between  the  interest  and  the 
^o&A  profit  remunerates  tlie  exertions  and  risks  of  the  under- 
taker,** Sometimes,  n^atn,  the  capital,  or  a  part  uf  it,  is 
supplied  !iy  what  is  calh:d  a  sleeping  ]>artncr ;  who  sliares 
the  risks  of  the  employment,  Init  not  the  troubh-,  and  who, 
in  ctiufideratioit  of  those  risks,  receives  not  a  mere  interest, 
but  a  stipulated  share  of  the  gi'oss  profits.  Sometimes  the 
capital  is  supplied  and  the  risk  incurred  hy  one  pcrsun,  and 
the  busuietis  carried  on  exclusively  in  his  name,  wliilo  the 
trouble  of  management  is  raadc  over  to  another,  who  ia  en- 
pif^i'd  for  tliat  purpoise  at  a  fixed  sahirj*.  ^tlanogement, 
howovfu*,  by  hired  servants,  wlio  have  no  interest  in  the 
result  hilt  that  nf  preet-rvin;;  their  sahiries,  is  proverbially 
JuctHL-ient,  uuU*sa  they  act  under  the  inppettin^  eye,  if  not 
the  controUin};^  hand,  of  tlte  person  chiefly  interested :  and 
jirudence  abno#t  always  recommends  pi^nnf;  to  a  manager 
not  thus  controlled,  a  remuneration  partly  dejwndent  on  tlie 
profits ;  which  virtually  reduces  the  case  to  that  of  a  sleep- 
ing partner.  Or  finally,  the  same  person  may  own  the 
capital,  and  conduct  the  but^ncss;  adding',  if  he  will  ai'd 
can,  to  tlie  management  of  bis  own  capital,  that  of  as  inucli 
more  as  the  owners  may  be  willinj^  to  trust  him  with.  But 
under  any  or  all  of  th*»c  arrangements,  the  same  three 
things  require  their  remnneration.  and  must  obtain  it  fnim 
tbt  {^■"68  profit :  abstinence,  risk,  exertion.  And  the  three 
parts  into  which  proHt  m-ty  be  considered  as  resolving  itself, 
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may  bo  dcseribiMl  respectively  ae  interest,  iosurance,  aiid 
wagee  of  super!  ntcndcuee. 

g  2.     The  lowest  rate  of  profit  wliicli  can  permanently 
exht.  It,  that  wliieli  is  btu>.']y  udajuate,  at  the  given  placej 
ami  tinitt,  to  aflbrd  an  cfpiivuient  for  the  abstinence,  risk, 
and  exertion  implied  in  tlic  eniploymeot  of  capltaL    From 
the  gror-B  profit,  has  iiri=.t  to  be  deiliifted  as  much  as  will  J 
fonn  a  fund  gullicicni  on  tlic  uvt'rap;e  to  covttr  all  lo6nc*g  inci<J 
dent  to  the  employment.    Next,  it  luu&t  aSbrd  such 
equivalent  to  the  owner  of  tJiu  capital  for  forbearing  to  eon-] 
Bumc  it,  aa  is  then  and  there  a  fuffieicnt  motive  to  him  t0'| 
persist  in  his  al«tinence.     ITow  nmch  will  be  requiit-il  to] 
form   tliid  e(|uivalent,  depends  on  the  comparativo  valm 
placed,  in   the  given  society,  npon  the  prestmt  and  tjie"' 
future  :  (in  the  words  formerly  used)  »n  the  strength  of  the 
eflcetive  desire  of  ai:cumuIation.     Further,  after  covering ; 
losses,  and  remunerating  the  owner  for  forbearing  to 
snme,  there  must  1«  somethinp;  lel^  lo  recompense  tlmli 
bonr  and  Rkill  of  the  person  who  devotes  his  time  to  tli 
buftincss.     This  rccompeusc  too  must  bo  sufficient  to  enahl 
at  least  the  ownei*i5  of  the  larger  capitals  to  ix^ceive  fur  their' 
trouble,  or  to  pay  to  some  manager  for  Ids,  what  to  them  or 
him  will  be  a  sufficient  indut-cinent  for  uuder^roing  it.     If 
the  surplus  is  uo  more  than  this,  none  but  large  masses  of; 
capital  will  be  employed  productively;  and  if  it  did  notj 
even  amount  to  this,  capital  would  be  withdrawn  from  p 
duction,  and  unproduotivcly  consumed,  until,  by  nn  indircctl 
couscquenee  of  it8  diininisUcd  aniouut,  to  be  cx}ilaiucd  hero] 
after,  the  rate  of  profit  was  raisi.?d. 

Such,  tlieu,  is  the  luiiiimum  of  profits :  but  that  nnul- 
mum  is  exceedingly  variable,  and  at  t>ome  times  and  places 
extremely  low ;  on  account  of  the  great  \*ariableuess  of  twoj 
out  of  its  three  elements.     That  the  rale  of  necessary  rirmin] 
ucration  for  abstiueni-cor  in  other  woifls  the  effective  dt.-sii 
of  accumulation,  dififcrs  widely  in  ditft-rent  states  of  sodetyj 
and  civilixBlion,  haa  been  seen  in  a  former  chapter.    Th< 


rRQPiTS. 


409 


I 


Ir  a  still  widtT  difference  in  tlic  eli'ment  which  ooiwiHti*  iii 
coitipunBntioii  IVir  rl»k.  I  utu  not  now  g)H'akiiig  uf  tliK  dil- 
fereiiccs  in  point  of  rir-k  between  different  eniplojrtnenta  of 
CHpitat  in  the  same  i^ocietv,  hut  i>f  llie  very  different  df^ei-s 
of  f.CLurily  of  properly  in  diffwent  stiitee  of  Koeiety.  AVliere, 
lis  in  many  of  riie  govoniments  of  Asia,  pioperty  ib  m  per* 
petuiil  danger  of  (^])oliHTion  fnjin  !i  ivnnniicid  government, 
or  frctm  its  rapacioiiri  luul  itl-i-onlndled  otlii-ers ;  where  to 
possess  or  to  be  sufipectcd  of  poetics^ing  wealth,  is  to  be  a 
mark  not  only  for  ithmder,  Imt  perlmps  for  personal  ill- 
treatment  to  extort  tlie  dit<t-losurc  and  surrender  of  hidden 
valualdes ;  or  M-here,  as  in  the  European  middle  ages,  tlic 
weakncsH  of  the  govenimenl,  even  wlien  not  itself  iiieliued 
to  oppivis>  leaves  its  subjects  exposed  wlliiout  protection  or 
redix'sa  to  active  sjHiliation,  or  audacious  witliholding  of  just 
rights,  by  any  j-owerful  individnal ;  the  rate  of  profit  which 
persons  of  overage  dispositions  will  require,  to  make  tbeni 
forego  the  immediate  enjoyment  of  what  they  hap]>en  to 
poasese,  for  tlie  purpose  of  exposing  it  and  thomselvea  to 
tlieee  perils,  n)nst  be  something  very  considerable.  And 
thcee  e*>ntingcncieft  affert  thifeu  who  live  on  the  mere  inler- 
ost  of  their  capital,  in  common  with  thot'e  who  personally 
engage  in  produetiuii.  In  a  generoliy  secure  state  of  boeJe- 
ty,  the  risks  which  may  be  attendant  on  tlie  nnture  of  par- 
ticular empl»ynicnts  seldom  fall  on  the  j>ersou  who  lendB  Ins 
capital,  if  lie  lends  on  grKxI  security  ;  but  in  a  state  of 
society  like  that  of  many  parts  of  Asia,  no  security  (except 
perhaps  tlie  actmd  pletlge  of  gold  or  jewels)  is  good ;  and 
the  mere  possession  of  a  Iioard,  when  known  or  suspected, 
expenses  it  and  tlie  posw-ssor  to  rinks,  for  whicli  scarcely  any 
profit  he  could  exjiect  to  obtain  would  be  an  equivalent ;  so 
that  there  wnuld  bo  fitlll  lens  aecnninlation  llian  there  is,  if 
a  state  of  insecurity  did  not  ul^m  multiply  the  occai^iuns  un 
wlucli  the  possession  of  a  treasure  may  be  the  means  of  sav- 
ing  life  or  averting  serious  calatnitiL*.  Those  who  lend, 
nnder  thr-se  wretched  goveniments,  do  it  at  the  utmost  peril 
trf  never  being  paid,     h\  most  of  tlie  native  states  of  India, 
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llie  lowest  terms  on  which  any  one  will  lend  money,  even  tal 
tbe  govcrnmctit,  are  Budi,  lliat  if  tlie  inUTi.*Bt  i*  pjiiil  ()nlyi 
fur  a  lew  yuars^  aud  the  prineipal  not  at  all,  the  lender  is  toU 
enilily  well  indium nitieiJ.  ]j'  tlic  uecuni illation  dI'  prmi'lpul 
uiul  (Miiipoiiiid  iiitcrubt  ie  ultimately  compromised  at  a  fuw 
shillings  in  ttxc  pound,  ho  has  generally  mode  uu  advonta- 
gcoua  bai^i). 


§  3.    TliB  remuneration  of  capital  in  diflerent  employ- 1 
^mollis,  much  more  than  tbe  rcmunenitiou  of  labour,  variml 
■  according  to  the  cirenm&tanccs  which  render  one  eniploy- 
,'  ment  more  attractive,  or  more  repulsive,  than  anotlier.     Ilia 
1  profits,  for  example,  of  retail  trade,  in  pro|>ortion  to  tJic  cap- 1 
ital  frnploywl,  exceed  lliose  of  wholesale  dealers  or  matin- 
fiicturcrs,  for  this  renson  among  others,  that  there  is  Icsj 
cunflideration  attaelied  to  tlie  employment.    The  greatcitt,! 
however,  of  thcso  differences,  is  that  ean&otl  by  difference  of 
rli>k.     The  profits  of  u  gunpowder  manufacturer  luast  boi 
considerably  greater  than  the  average,  to  make  up  for  tho 
pecoliur  risks  to  which  he  and  his  ](roperty  are  coii6tantly 
exjHised.     AVhen,  however,  og  in  the  case  of  marine  adven- 
ture, the  peculiar  risks  are  capable  of  being,  and  commonly 
arc,  commuted  for  a  tixed  payment,  the  preminm  of  ineiu"- 
nnce  takes  its  regular  place  atiioiig  the  charges  of  jiruduc- 
tion,  and  the  compensation  which  the  owner  of  the  sliip  or' 
cargo   recc-ivea  for  that  payment,  does  not  appear  in  Uta* 
estimate  of  his  proUts,  but  is  included  in  the  rcplacemeut  i 
of  hift  capital. 

Tlic  portion,  too,  of  the  gross  profit,  which  forma  the! 
renitineratitm  for  the  labour  and  ftkill  of  the  dealer  or  prn- 
dncer,  is  very  dilfei-ent  in  diilerent  euiploymenl^.  This  is 
the  explanation  nlwaya  given  of  the  extraordinary  ratoof 
Upctthccjirica'  profit ;  tint  greatest  part,  ua  Adtiiii  Smith  tiV 
aervcs,  being  frequently  no  more  than  tlie  rea&jnable  wagi** 
of  professional  attendance;  for  which,  nntil  a  late  alt'Cratioiij 
of  tho  law,  the  apothecary  could  not  demand  any  remimera- 
fion,  except  in  the  prices  of  his  drugs.     Some  occni 
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rcqnire  a  conbiderablo  amount  of  scientific  or  tcc^hnical  edu- 
cation, and  can  only  be  carri*«d  on  by  pernona  who  combine 
witli  ibat  tilucatiou  a  coiisidcnible  capital.  Sm-b  is  the 
bueincf^  of  an  engineer,  both  in  tiie  orii^inol  sense  of  tho 
term,  u  iniu-hiue-tnakLT,  and  in  its  popular  or  derivative 
Bcnse,  on  undertaker  of  public  ^orks.  TIie?c  are  alvrays 
thu  most  profitable  cuiiibnments.  llicrc  arc  cases,  a^in, 
in  which  u  considerable  aiitonut  of  labour  and  skill  k  re- 
tjuti-ed  to  conduct  a  buttiueiw  neceMbiinly  of  Huiitud  extent, 
III  ftuch  cases,  a  higher  than  eominou  rate  of  profit  is  neces- 
sary to  yield  only  the  fomnmn  rate  of  rcmunerati<tn.  "  In 
a  small  sea-port  town,"  Bays  Adam  Smith,  "  a  little  prtcer 
will  make  forty  or  fifty  per  cent  upon  a  stock  of  a  single 
hundred  pounds,  while  a  consi^k'rable  wholesale  merchant 
ill  tlio  aainc  place  will  scarce  make  eight  or  ten  per  c»it 
up<m  a  stock  often  tliousand.  Thetrado  of  the  proeermay 
be  necessary  for  tlie  convcniency  of  tlic  inljahitiints,  and  ibc 
narrowness  of  the  market  nmy  not  admit  the  eiuploymcnt 
of  a  larger  capital  in  tlie  businej^s,  Tlio  man,  however, 
must  not  only  live  by  his  trade,  but  live  by  it  suitably  lo 
the  quftlificatiiins  which  it  requires.  Besides  possee^ing  a 
little  capital,  he  must  be  able  to  read,  wi'ile,  and  account, 
and  must  be  a  tolerable  jndjje-,  too,  of  perha|ie  fifty  or  sixty 
difTercnt  »»rls  of  goods,  Ibeir  prices,  qualities,  ami  ihe  mar- 
kels  where  they  are  to  be  had  cheapest.  Tliirty  or  forty 
pounds  a-year  cannot  be  considered  as  too  gniut  a  recom- 
]»cnsc  for  (he  labour  of  a  person  so  aceomptished.  Deduct 
this  from  tlie  6eemiuj;Iy  great  profits  of  bis  capital,  and  little 
more  will  remain,  perhaps,  than  the  ordinary  profita  of 
8t(x*k.  Tho  j;realer  part  of  the  apparent  profit  is,  in  this 
case,  too,  real  wages." 

All  the  natural  in  on  op  ili  1*9  (mcanin;;  then*liy  those 
wliicli  are  crt^alcd  hy  circmnstanres,  and  not  by  law)  wliioh 
produce  or  a^r^avate  the  disparities  in  the  remuneration  of 
liillcreut  kinds  of  labour,  operate  similarly  between  dilferent 
emjiliiymciils  of  capital.  If  a  business  c»n  only  be  advan- 
fugoously  carried  on  by  a  large  capitul,  this  in  mo«t  coun- 
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trice  limits  bo  narrowly  the  L-la&s  of  pcrBOOB  wlio  can  cm 
into  thii  employment,  that  tLey  are  enabled  to  keep  tbeii 
rate  of"  protit  »lH>ve  tlie  piiieral  level.     A  trade  may  al« 
from  the  nature  of  t!io  ease,  be  confined  to  so  few  hnrnJa^l 
tliat  prutitB  may  admit  of  being  kept  np  by  a  conibiiiaticjqj 
among  tlie  dealers.    It  is  well  known  tliat  eveo  among 
numerous  a  IkmIv  as  the  London  booksellerct,  lltiB  wirt 
combination  long  continued  to  exist.     I  have  already  uien< 
tiunetl  the  ease  of  the  ^as  and  wutiT  comijaniee. 


§  A.  After  due  allowance  is  made  for  tlicsc  viuiouf 
canaes  of  inctpiatity,  namely,  diliercnce  in  llie  rihk  or  agree-J 
ablencss  of  ditlcrent  employmcTits,  and  natural  or  artitioial[ 
jnouupiilica  ;  the  rate  of  jirotit  on  capital  in  all  employments] 
\  tends  to  an  equtiltty.  Such  is  the  propusition  usually  laid] 
/  down  by  political  economists,  and  under  pmperexplunatioi 
it  is  true. 

That  portion  of  profit  which  is  properly  interest,  and 
which  I'ttmia  the  real  remuneration  for  abtitiuonre,  is  strictly 
the  Raine,  at  tlie  same  time  and  placr,  whatever  be  the  em- 
plnyinciit.     Tiic  rate  of  interest  on  e*juully  good  &eenrity», 
does  not  varj'  according  to  the  destination  of  the  principal 
though  it  does  vary  from  time  to  linie  very  mnch,  accoriHng] 
to  the  circumstanced  of  the  market.     There  is  no  cmpluy-j 
mejit  in  which,  in  the  present  state  of  indnstiy,  eompetitiou] 
is  so  active  and  inccssiant  as  in  the  lending  and  borroMtiiigj 
of  money.    All  jtersons  in  busincBs  are  occasionally,  andf 
most  of  them  constantly,  Imrrowers :  while  all  {arsons  not] 
in  buainc^,  who  possess  uionied  property,  are  lenders.     B( 
tween  these  two  great  bodies  there  is  a  nunioroim.  keen,  imdj 
intelligent  class  of  middle  men,  composed  of  bankers,  sto^'k* 
brokers,  discount  hmkers,  and  others,  alive  to  the  slightest 
breath  of  prnbable  gain.     The  *mallest  ein'nnistauri',  or  the 
most  transient  imprej>ttit>n  on  the  public  mind,  which  tendsj 
to  an  increase  or  diminnlion  of  the  demand  fur  lonnd  uithei 
at  tlie  time  or  prospectively,  operates  immediately  on  tlm] 
rute  of  intiTi-at :  and  circunistimecs  in  the  general  slatti  of] 
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tVtde,  really  tendiug  U>  cause  tliig  (liffe]*encc  of  dcmaiid,  are 
continuallj  occurrin|j^,  eoiuetiiiietj  to  etich  ao  extent,  tliat  tliu 
TtiUi  of  interest  on  tlie  be«t  merc'intile  bills  haa  l>een  known 
to  vaiy  within  a  vcar  (even  without  the  occurrence  of  the 
great  dei-an»^mnent  called  a  commercial  crisis)  from  leas 
thnn  four  to  more  than  six  per  eenl,  Uut,  at  the  same  time 
and  place,  the  rate  of  interest  is  the  same,  to  a.\\  who  can 
giro  cqaallv  good  security.  The  market  rate  of  iuterest  ia 
at  all  times  a  known  and  dcfinito  thinjj. 

It  is  fur  otlmrwise  with  fjrotw  profit ;  wliieh,  though  (as 
will  presently  be  seen)  it  d'K-s  net  vary  much  fix)m  employ- 
ment to  empliiyment,  varieB  very  greatly  from  individual  to 
individual,  and  can  searcely  be  in  any  two  eases  the  eanie. 
It  de]H>nd>i  on  the  knowle<l^%  talents,  oconiimy,  and  enei^ 
of  the  capitalist  hiraeelf,  or  of  the  a;;ent8  whom  he  euiploya ;  / 
(TR  the  accidents  of  personal  connexion  ;  and  even  on  chaneo. 
Ilai'dly  any  two  dealers  in  tlie  wnie  trade,  even  if  their  coni- 
moditieB  are  et{ually  good  and  ecjually  cheap,  carry  on  thoir 
butiineas  at  the  same  cxpenflo,  or  tym  over  their  capitdl  in 
the  ajirne  time.  That  eipml  capitals  give  tHjuul  prolilji,  as  a 
general  maxim  of  trade^  would  be  as  false  as  that  eqnal  age 
oratzit  ^ives  e<pial  bodily  fitreii<:th,or  that  eiptal  reaiUng  o 
oipenence  gives  e^iual  knowledge.  Tlie  ctfcx't  depends  as 
much  upon  twenty  other  things,  as  upon  the  single  cnusa 
ppeeifiod. 

But  though  pi'ofitH  thiift  vary,  tlie  parity,  on  the  whole, 
uf  different  moden  of  employing  capital  (in  the  absence  of 
any  natui-al  or  artitieial  monopoly)  i((,  in  a  certain,  and  a 
very  important  sense,  maintained.  On  an  average  (wliat- 
ovor  may  be  the  occasional  fluctuations)  the  various  employ- 
monta  of  (tapital  are  on  i-ueli  a  footing  as  to  hold  out,  not 
equal  profits,  but  equal  expoctatioiiB  of  profit,  to  persons  of 
average  nbilitie::^  and  ailvantHjces.  Hy  ciiuiil,  I  mean  after 
making  comi)enHation  for  any  inferiority  in  tlie  iigrceable- 
ness  or  eafcty  of  an  employment.  If  the  case  were  nut  so ; 
if  there  were,  evidently,  ami  to  loniutoa  experience,  more 
fbrourablc  chances  of  pcenniary  success  in  one  business  thaii 
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in  others,  more  persons  would  engage  their  eojiital  in 
biisincftfl,  or  would  bring  tip  thfir  aoiig  to  it ;  whiuh  in  fact 
(ilM'aytt  happeud  when  a  buHiiiesfi,  like  that  of  an  ougtucer 
present,  or  like  any  newly  established  and  prosperous  manu 
t'actiin:^  is  seen  to  bu  a  gruwing  and  thiiving  one.     If,  o: 
the  contrary,  a  business  is  not  considered  thriving ;  if  tli 
ehancea  of  profit  in  it  are  thonglit  to  be  inferior  to  those  i 
other  employments ;  capital  grudually  leavce  it,  or  at  le; 
now  rapital  ia  not  attracted  to  it ;  and  by  this  change  in  tha, 
distribution  of  c:)j)ital  between  the  let»  profitable  and  th 
more  profitable  employments,  a  sort  of  balance  is  restored. 
Tilt!  exjiwJlations  of  jirofit,  there-fore,  in  different  cniploy- 
lucntSf  cannot  long  continue  very  different :  tbey  tend  to  a 
common  average,  though  they  are  generally  oscillating  (torn 
one  side  to  the  other  side  of  the  medium. 

This  equalizing    process,  commonly  dceeribed  B5>  tlfij 
transfer  of  capital  from  one  enipinvment  to  anotlier,  is  no 
ne<-essHrIly   the   onerous,  slow,  and   almost    impracticahloj 
operation  which  it  ia  very  often  represented  to  be.    In  th 
first  place,  it  does  not  always  imply  the  actual  removal  ol 
capital  already  embarked  in  an  employment.     In  a  rapid! 
progressive  state  of  capital,  the  adjustment  often  takes  pi 
by  means  of  the  new  accumulations  of  uach  year,  wliiel 
dir«;t  themselves  in  preferemnj  towards  the  more  thriviu 
trades.    Even  when  a  real  ti-ansfor  of  capital  ia  necessary, 
it  is  by  no  means  implied  that  any  of  thoso  who  are  en 
gaged  ill  the  miiirofitable  eniploynu'iit.  reJinqui.sh  busin 
and    break  np   tlieir  establish  in  cuts.     Tlie  nunierous  an 
niultifarions  channuls  of  credit-,  thmugh  which,  in  commer-'' 
eial  nations,  unemployed^  capital  diffuses  itself  over  the  flel 
of  t-mployment,  flowing  over  in  greater  almndanee  to  tU 
lower  levels,  are  the  means  by  which  the  cf inalization  is 
eomplishcd.    The  prooe*>s  consists  in  a  limitation  by  on 
class  of  driders  or  pr(*)lucers,  and  an  ixlcnsion  by  the  other^ 
of  that  portion  of  their  bnsinose  which  ia  carried  on  with 
borrowi'd  c.TpItal.     Tliere  is  scarci'ly  any  dealer  or  prodm 
ou  a  considerable  si.*alc,  wbo  conlines  bis  business  tu  w 
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be  carried  on  by  bis  own  funds.  WbcQ  trade  is  good, 
be  not  onlj'  uses  to  the  utmost  his  own  capital,  but  employs, 
in  addition,  mricb  of  the  credit  wliidi  thut  cipitul  u1>tnins 
for  him.  When,  cither  from  over-supply  or  fnmi  Aomc 
slackening  in  the  denmiid  for  hiB  coinniiKlity,  he  finds  that 
it  cells  more  slowly  or  obtains  a  lower  prif-e,  he  contmcts  liis 
operations,  and  docs  not  apply  to  baiikors  or  other  nuHiey 
dealers  for  a  rancwal  of  their  Advances  to  the  same  extent  as 
before.  A  business  which  is  increft*iing  holds  onl,  on  tlie 
eontrary,  a  prospect  of  profitable  employment  fur  a  larger 
amount  of  this  tloating  eapitul  than  previously,  and  thot^e 
en^ii^ed  in  it  become  applicjints  to  the  money  dealers  for 
larger  udvaiiees,  which,  from  their  imjirovingeircunifitances, 
tliey  have  no  ditilcuUy  in  ohtaining.  A  ditTorcnt  di.stribu- 
tiou  of  flouting  capital  between  two  cmploymcntg  has  as 
much  effei!t  in  restoring  thoir  profits  to  nn  e<piilibriiiin,  as 
if  the  ownei*s  of  on  equal  amount  of  capital  wcru  to  abimdon 
the  one  trade  and  carry  their  capital  into  the  other.  Tliis 
easVi  and  as  it  were  ,«ponlaneons,  method  of  accommodating 
prtMlnetiou  to  (k-inand,  ij-  quite  Builic-ient  to  correct  any  in- 
cqnalitiea  ari:#irig  from  the  fluctuations  of  trade,  or  other 
causes  of  oi-dinury  o<*cuiTcnce.  In  the  ca?e  of  an  altcgether 
declining  trade-,  in  which  it  is  necessary  tliat  the  production 
shotdtl  be,  not  occasionally  varied,  hut  greatly  and  perma* 
nently  diminished,  or  perhaps  etoppeil  altogether,  the  j»ro- 
cess  of  extricating  the  capital  is,  no  doubt,  tardy  aiid  dif* 
flcult,  and  almost  always  attended  with  com^iderahle  loss ; 
much  of  the  capital  tixed  in  maohinerj-,  buildings,  perma- 
nent workti,  «fec.  being  either  not  applicable  to  any  olJar 
pnrposc,  or  only  applicable  after  expensive  alterations ;  and 
time  being  seldom  given  for  efl'ecting  the  change  in  tliu 
mode  in  which  it  would  be  efl'eeted  with  least  loss,  namely, 
by  not  replacing  the  fixed  capital  as  ;t  wears  out.  There  is 
iK^ides,  in  totally  changing  the  destination  of  a  capital,  so 
great  a  sacrifice  of  o£tablisbe<l  connexion,  and  of  acquired 
skill  and  expen'ence,  that  peojilo  are  always  very  slow  in 
resolving  npon  it,  and  hardly  ever  do  so  until  long  attcr  a 
S9 
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cliango  of  fortuuc  lias  become  hoj»clcs8.  Tliese,  IiuTireTGr, 
are  di^titictly  exceptional  cages,  and  even  in  tlieisetlie  equal 
ization  is  at  last  effected.  It  may  al^o  happen  that  tlie  re- 
turn to  eqiiilihriiim  is  eoneiderably  pp(jtracte<l,  when,  Itetnre 
one  iiietjUiiHtv  bai;  l>een  corrected,  auuther  cause  of  hte<piid- 
it;V  arises  ;  whicli  is  Raid  to  have  l)een  continually  the  case 
durint;  a  Um^  Bcricft  of  years,  with  tlie  prtHluction  of  ciittun 
in  the  Sonrhern  States  of  Korth  America;  the  commndity 
Iiuvlng  been  nphehl  at  wliat  wutt  virtually  a  niounpoly  priee^ 
because  the  increase  of  dcraand,  from  Bucce&sivc  improru- 
ment-^  in  the  maniifaeture,  went  on  with  a  rapidity  so  much 
lH?yond  cx|K;(tatii>u  that  for  many  years  tlic  eupply  ncvi-r 
completely  overtook  it.  But  it.  is  not  otlen  that  a  emeocseion 
of  disliirhin^  eatiKi^-A,  all  acting  in  tlie  Hame  direction,  an* 
kno^ni  to  follow  one  auotlier  with  liardly  any  interval. 
Where  there  is  no  monopoly,  the  profits  of  a  trade  are  likely 
tu  range  somelimes  above  Mn<t  twmetimes  below  the  general 
level,  but  tending  always  to  return  to  it  like  the  osciUatious 
of  the  pendulum. 

In  general,  tlien,  although  piufits  are  verj- diflerenl  to 
ditTorent  individual,  and  to  tlie  eame  individual  in  different 
yours,  there  canitot  be  much  diversity  at  the  Bame  Lime  and 
l>laee  in  the  avei-ajje  jirofits  of  different  omployruents,  (other 
than  the  standing  differences  necessary  to  eompcmeate  for 
difference  of  atlraeliveneiw,)  racept  for  short  peritxia,  or 
when  84jnie  j^reat  permanent  revulsion  has  overtaken  a  pMV 
ticular  tra<le.  If  any  popular  impression  exists  that  wnnc 
trades  are  ninru  profitable  than  others,  indei»endently  of  mo- 
nopoly, or  of  such  rare  aeciflents  as  have  been  nuticvd  in 
n'fpird  to  the  cotton  trade,  the  impression  is  in  all  probabil- 
ity talluciouB,  since  if  it  were  shared  by  tho=e  who  Iiave 
^^rcatest  means  of  knowledge  and  motives  to  accurate  exam- 
iiiHtion,  there  would  take  place  fueh  an  influ-x  of  capital  as 
wntild  s»jon  luwer  the  pnilits  to  the  common  level.  It  is 
true  that,  to  ]»ersnnB  with  the  eamo  amount  of  original 
>'■■  "  '-re  is  more  chance  ef  making  a  larjiri*  fortune  in 

.^'luyincnts  than  iu  uthers.     But  it  would  be  fomul 
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tliat  in  tliose  &iuiic  einployniciitB  bankrD[itci(>s  also  01*0  more 
frtHiuciit,  and  tbat  the  fhaiice  of  greater  suceuaa  is  biilauccd 
by  a  greater  probability  of  coiiipU'te  faibire.  Very  o(lc»  it 
is  more  than  balanced :  for,  a»  was  remarked  iu  another 
case,  tlie  chance  of  jj;ruat  pnzi.«  opcrutes  with  a  grouter  de- 
gree of  ntroiigth  tliau  ai'ithiiK.lie  will  Marrant,  lit  uttraciin^ 
couipetitors ;  and  X  doubt  not  that  the  average  gains,  iu  a 
trade  in  whi<;h  hirj^*  fortunes  may  be  niwde,  ai'e  lowir  than 
in  those  in  M'hieh  gaios  are  &lo\v,  thongh  coiiipanLtively  uure, 
and  ill  which  nothing  is  to  be  ultimately  hoped  for  beyond 
a  competenry.  Tlie  timber  trade  of  Cairndu  is  one  exumplu 
of  an  employment  of  capital,  partaking  so  much  uf  the  na- 
ture of  a  lottery,  as  to  make  it  an  acercflited  opinion  that, 
taking  the  adveoturcrs  in  the  aggregate,  there  is  more  money 
lost  by  the  trade  than  giiincd  l)y  it ;  in  other  words,  that 
tlic  average  rate  of  profit  is  le*a  thau  nothing.  In  EUtJi 
points  as  thi«,  maeli  de['euds  on  the  c!iarnctei-8  of  nations, 
according  as  they  partake  more  or  less  of  the  aJventurouH, 
or,  as  it  is  called  when  the  intention  is  to  blame  it,  the  gam- 
bling spirit.  This  spirit  is  murh  stnmger  in  the  United 
States  tlinn  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  in  Great  Britain  ihnu  in 
any  country  of  the  rontinotit.  In  stnne  Continental  coun- 
tries tlio  tendency  is  so  much  the  rcver80,that  safe  and  (juiet 
omjiloynientft  probably  yield  a  less  average  j>rofit  to  the  oa^t- 
it»l  engaged  in  thcrn,  lliaii  those  wliieli  ofler  gi'cater  gains 
at  the  price  of  greater  hazards. 

It  must  not  however  be  forgotten,  that  even  in  the  conn- 
triua  of  most  active  competition  custom  also  has  a  considep- 
ablo  share  in  determining  the  profits  of  trade.  Tlieru  is 
sometimes  nn  idea  afloat  as  to  what  the  profit  of  an  employ- 
ment shonhl  he,  which  though  not  a<lhered  to  by  all  the 
dealers,  nor  perhaiifl  rigidly  by  any,  still  exercisi'S  a  certain 
infiucnce  over  their  0)ieratione.  Tlierc  is  in  England  a  kind 
of  notion,  how  widely  previiiling  1  know  not,  that  fit>y  per 
cent  is  a  proper  and  suitable  rate  of  profit  in  retail  transac- 
tions: understand,  not  fifty  per  cent  on  the  whole  capital, 
but  an  ailvanec  of  fifty  per  cent  on  the  wliol»;ea!Le.^'c\i:vH>\ 
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from  wljic'Ii  have  to  Ik;  dt^fmyed  bad  dt-bts,  shop  rcat, 
pay  of  I'lerks,  shopmen,  and  ngi*iit«  of  all  descriptions,  ii 
hliurt  ilH  lliu  expciiauj  oT  thti  retail  bu^iiiuis.     If  lliia  eiiAtoi 
wore  nnivereal,  and  strictly  adhered  to,  conii>etition  indt 
would  E»till  upcratiT,  but  the  euiiiiuiDcr  would  not  derive  any 
Iwm'fit  fwin  it,  at  least  as  to  price;  the  way  ia  wliieh  it. 
would  dituiiii^ijii  tliu  advantages  nf  thoisie  engaged  in  retf 
trade,  would  be  by  a  greater  subdivision  of  the  busini? 
'file  increase  of  competition  however,  in  England  at  least,  14 
rapidly  tending  to  break  dowu  eustoms  of  this  dc&criptiui 
In  the  mpjority  of  trades,  (nt  least  in  the  great  cmp<.»ria  u( 
traile,)  there  are  now  numuroutt  dealers  whose  luolto  is 
*  small  gains  and  frequent " — a  great  bnsineae  at  low  prices, 
rather  than  hiyh  priees  and  few  transaetiona ;  and  by  lui 
ing  over  their  capital  more  rapidly,  and  adding  to  it  by  bol 
rowed  capital  when  needed,  tlic  dealers  often  ublain  int 
vhlually  higher  protiU;   though  they  necessarily  lower  tU 
prolitfi  of  those  among  their  competitors,  who  do  not  adopi 
the    same    principle.      Nevertheletw,    competition,  as    re- 
marked^ iu  a  prcviuu»  chapter,  haa,  ae  yet,  but  a  limil 
ed  dominion  over  retail  prices;  and  consequently  the  sbi 
of  the  whole  jiroduee  of  land  and  labour  which  is  absorb 
in  the  remuneration  of  mere  digtribntors,  continues  exorl 
tant ;   and  there  is  no  function  in  the  economy  of  »oeittT 
wliich  siij)j>urts  a  number  of  persoo8  so  diapropoitioned  to 
Uie  amount  of  Trork  to  be  performed. 


g  5.     The  preceding  remarks  have,  I  hope,  sutlicient 
cluciilated  what  is  meant  by  tlie  common  phrase,  "  the 
nary  rate  uf  profit ;  "  and  the  t^ense  In  which,  and  tlie  Umiri 
tions  under  whicli,  this  ordinary  rate  has  a  real  exi&ten( 
It  now  remains  to  coobider,  what  cao&ce  determine  il 
amount. 

To  jiopuhir  apprehent^ion  it  eeems  aa  if  the  pmfita  nf  bia 
ne(w  depended  upon  prices.     A  producer  or  dealer  seems  1j 
obtain  his  profits  by  milling  his  (■x)mmodity  fur  more  tlum 
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cost  him.  Profit  altogether,  people  nrc  apt  to  tbink,  1*8  a  con- 
'isqueiK^o  of  pnr(>liiu;e  and  Bflk*.  It  is  onlj  (the}"  suppose) 
because  there  are  purchusierB  lur  a  coiiiinudity,  lliat  the  pro- 
ducer of  it  Ib  able  to  make  nnv  profit.  Deiiiaiid — (.'iiKtomere 
— a  market  tor  the  eoumiodit;^',  are  the  caiiae  of  the  gains  of 
capitalists.  It  is  by  the  sale  of  their  goods^  that  they  replace 
their  capital,  and  add  to  its  aunmnt. 

Tliis,  however,  is  looking  only  at  the  outside  surface  of 
the  economical  uiachinery  of  society.  lu  no  case,  we  find,  is 
the  mere  money  whicii  pot^scs  from  one  pcrsou  to  another,  the 
fundamental  matter  in  any  economit^al  pheiioaienon.  If  we 
look  more  naiTowly  into  tlie  operations  of  the  protlucer,  wc 
shall  perceive  that  the  money  he  ohtiiins  for  his  commodity 
is  not  the  cause  o\'  his  liuvinj^  a  prolit,  hut  unly  the  mmie  in 
wltich  his  ]trotit  is  paid  to  him. 

Tlie  cause  of  pi-olit  Is,  t!irit  labour  j)rodnces  more  tlinn  is 
^  required  for  its  support.  The  reason  wliy  ajrricultural  (tapi- 
tal  yields  u  prutit,  is  because  human  l>ei^^.■^  can  <i:riiw  more 
food,  than  U  netx'S'sary  to  feed  tliem  wlule  it  is  being  grown, 
iueJuduig  the  tinio  occupied  in  eunstrucliug  tlie  tdols,  aud 
making  all  other  needful  preparations;  from  which  it  is  a 
cunse'[ucuce,  that  if  a  capitalist  xmdertaki^s  to  fired  the 
labourers  on  condition  of  receiving  the  pro<luce.  he  has  some 
of  it  remaining  for  himself  after  replacing  Ids  advances.  To 
vary  the  form  of  the  theorem  :  the  reason  why  capital  yields 
a  protit,  is  because  food,  clotliing,  materials,  and  toots  last 
longer  ihan  the  time  which  was  required  to  produce  them; 
00  that  if  a  capitalist  supplies  n  party  of  labourers  with  tliese 
things,  on  condition  of  receiving  all  they  jiroducc,  they  will, 
in  addition  to  reproflucxng  their  own  necessaries  and  instru- 
ments, have  a  portion  of  their  time  remaining,  to  work  for 
the  capitalist.  Wc  thus  see  that  })r(ifit  ari«H,  not  fnnn  tho 
incident  of  exeJinnge,  but  fnim  the  pjxjduetxve  power  of 
labour;  and  the  general  profit  of  the  country  is  always 
what  the  productive  [wwer  of  labour  tmikcs  it,  whether  any 
exchange  tnke*  place  or  Dot.  If  there  were  no  division  of 
omplo)'ments,  there  would  be  no  buying  or  selling,  but  there 
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\niii1d  filill  \te  jirofit.     If  the  Inbourpre  of  tho  country  roll 
lively  pnHlucc    twenty  jwr   cent    inoru   lliun   tla-ir  vu'^v 
profits  will  bo  twenty  per  cent,  whatever  priecs  may 
may  not  be.     Tlio  Occidents  of  i>riee  may  fur  a  time  luukq^ 
out"  feet  lit"  proiiuetTi*  get  unmi  Uiiin  tht.'  twenty  pur  eeut 
and  anotlier  less,  the  one  commodity  being  nvted  above  i 
natural   viilue   in  relutiou    to   other  e«»mnioditii.-3,  and   th 
other  behiw,  until  jiriceti  have  a|j;.iiu  adjusted  themM'lTeH 
hut  there  will  alwa^'s  l»e  just  twenty  per  cent  divided  amuii 
them  all. 

I  proceed,  in  expanKion  of  the  eonfidenitioiiK  ihue  biicflyj 
indicated}  to  exhibit  mure  niinululy  ttie  mode  iu  whieh  t 
rate  of  profit  i&  detenuined. 

g  6.    T  assume^  throughout,  the  state  of  things,  whio 
where  the  lahourers  and  i-apitaliHis  are  separate  clafisce,  pro- 
vailn,  with  few  cxeeptionfi,  universally  ;  namely,  that  the 
capitalist  advauees  the  whule  expenses,  including  the  enti 
remuncratiou  of  the  labourer.     That  he  should  do  bo,  is  n 
u  umtter  i>\'  inherent  necessity ;  the  labourer  mij^ht  wait  unti 
the  pioduetion  is  complete,  for  all  that  part  of  his  wajiefti 
wtiirh  excecdB  mere  ne<:eagarie8 ;  and  even  for  the  whole,  ifj 
he  has  funds  in  hiuid^  euflii-iimt  for  his  teiiipcrnrj*  Bnpport. 
Jhit  iu  tlie  latter  caae,  the  labounir  is  to  tliat  exfent  reall 
a  capitalist,  investing  capital  in  tlie  oont^m,  by  enpplyin 
a  portiiin  of  the  fuiidB  necessary  lor  carrying  it  on  ;  and 
ev4*n  iu  llic  fonuer  case  he  may  be  looked  upon  in  the  atuna 
light,  since,  contributing  hie  labour  at  lees  than  tho  raarlce^ 
pritM^,  he  may  be  re^rarded  aa  lending  the  difl'ercnce  to  hi 
cmphiycr,  and  receiving  it  bnot  witli  interest  (on  whatcv 
prineiplt)  coniputedj  from  the  proceeds  of  the  enleT|irifle. 

The  capitalist,  then,  may  bo  assumed  to  make  all  tli 
advances,  and  receive  all  the  produce.     His  profit  conais 
of  the  ext!i«s  of  tlie  produet;  above  the  wlvaneea;  his  roi 
of  profit  is  llie  ratio  which  tluit  excess  bears  to  the  auio 
advancetL     But  what  do  the  advances  eonsif^t  od 

It  is,  for  the  present,  neeefisjiry  to  suppose,  that  th 
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capitalist  does  not  pay  any  rent ;  has  not  to  purcliiiac  the 
use  of  any  n[>propriated  natural  agent.  Tbis  indeed  is 
scaredy  evur  the  cjEact  truth.  Ilir  nifricultnral  capitalist, 
except  wlu*n  ho  is  the  owner  of  the  soil  he  cultivates,  always, 
or  ahiiotil  always,  ]>ay8  runt:  and  even  in  maniifactiin^,  (not 
to  mention  pround-rent,)  tlio  materials  of  the  inaniifuctui-e 
have  generally  paid  rent,  in  et»me  atajrt*  of  their  production. 
The  nature  of  rent,  however,  wo  have  not  yet  taken  into 
consideration  ;  and  it  will  herentler  appear,  that  no  practi- 
cal error,  on  the  qnciitiirn  we  are  now  examining,  is  pro- 
duced by  disregarding  it. 

If,  then,  leaving  rent  ont  of  the  ipicstion,  we  io<)ulre  in 
what  it  is  that  t)ie  advances  of  the  capitalist,  for  purposes 
of  production,  conRi-^t,  wo  shall  tin<I  that  they  cousibt  of 
wajscs  of  labour. 

A  large  purtion  of  the  expenditure  of  every  capitalist 
ciinsisls  in  the  direct  payment  of  wages.  What  does  not 
conAi»t  of  tliiif,  is  rompiiged  of  materials  and  implements, 
including'  buildings.  But  niatcriale  and  implements  are 
produce<l  hy  labour;  and  as  our  flni>p(»se4l  eapilatiHt  is  not 
niciutt  to  represent  a  single  cmph>ynient,  but  to  bo  a  typo 
of  the  pr<jdnctlve  imhmtiy  of  the  whole  country,  we  niny 
suppose  that  he  makes  his  own  tools,  and  raises  his  own 
niateriaU.  IJo  docs  this  by  means  of  previous  ailvanocs, 
which,  again,  consist  wholly  of  wages.  If  we  suppose  him 
to  buy  the  materials  and  tooJB  instead  of  prwhiclng  tlicni, 
the  case  is  not  altered  :  ho  then  rei*ays  to  a  previous  pro- 
ducer tho  wages  wliieli  that  previous  producer  has  paid. 
It  is  true,  ho  iTpavB  it  to  him  with  a  profit ;  and  if  he  had 
produced  the  things  himself,  he  hiniBL-lf  nnist  liavc  had  that 
profit,  on  tliis  part  of  his  ontlay,  as  well  as  on  every  oihci' 
part.  The  fact,  however,  remains,  that  in  tlio  whole  pi-o- 
ccss  ofiirtKluction,  iM'giuning  with  the  materiaU  and  tools, 
and  ending  with  the  finished  product,  all  the  advances  have 
consisted  of  nothing  hut  wagix  ;  exirtfpt  that  ciTiaiii  of  the 
capitalists  concerned  have,  for  the  sake  of  genei-al  conve- 
nience, had  tliuir  share  of  profit  paid  to  them  before  the 
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Operation  was  completed.     Wliatcrer,  of  the  ultimate  pi 
uct,  is  not  prulit,  is  rcpjiymoiit  of  wage*. 

P  7.     It.  thufi  Hppcnm  tlmt  the  two  elt-'mwitson  whidu  nnd' 
wliiuh  alone,  tiic  gains  of  the  capitullsta  dqH!ncl,  arc-,  first,^ 
the  nmgiiitiide  of  the  ]inxhii*e,  in  other  wonls,  tlic  prodof 
tive  power  of  labour;  and  seeondly,  the  proportion  of  tluil 
])rcMliiee  obtained   by  tlie  hiboiircra  themflelree;  the  niiio, 
which  ihu  reiMiiiioratioii  of  the  labonrcrs  lM*arB  to  the  ainoutit 
they  prodaoo.    These  two  things  form  the  data  for  deter 
nnniiiff  the  groits  amount   dlvldt-d  a^  profit  anioii^  utt  thai 
eapllalisls  of  tlic  country  ;  but  the  rat<)  of  ptotit,  the  per-1 
et^ntage  on  the  capital,  depends  only  on  th«  eetxtnd  of  the 
two  elements,  the  labfuirer's  proportional  share,  olid  tiot  oa^ 
the  amount  to  be  sliaif-i.     If  tlie  produce  of  labour  w* 
dout»tetl,  and  tlio  labourera  obtained  the  same  proportionalj 
Bharc  as  befi^ire,  that    is,   if  their   rcmunerution  was   al 
doabied,  the  capitalists,  it   is  true,   would  gain  Twiee 
much ;  but  as  they  would  also  liavo  hud  to  adviuice  twU 
as  inueh,  the  rate  of  their  profit  wonld  be  only  the  same  asl 
before. 

We  thus  arrive  at  the  conclusion  of  Ricardo  and  othf«,| 
tlml  the  rate  of  profits  depends  upon  wages ;  rising  as  wiigj 
fall,  and  fallinjr  as  wages  rise.     In  adopting,  however,  tliii 
dootrine.  I  mnet  insist  upon  making  a  moat  neceaRary  alter-l 
ation  in  its  wording.     Instead  of  saying  that  ]irotits  dependj 
on  wages,  let  ns  say  (wliat  Kieardo  really  meant)  that  thej 
dt:])i>!Tid  on  the  coat  of  lahour. 

Wages,  and  the  c*ort  of  labour;  what  labour  brings  ii 
to  tlie  labourer,  and  wlint  it  roets  to  the  caidtaliHt ;  arc  idrn 
quite  diftlinif,  and  which  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  K 
keep  Ko,  For  this  purpose  it  is  essential  not  to  dehignati 
them,  as  U  almost  always  done,  by  tbc  same  name.  Wages 
in  public  di^cussinns.  both  oral  aii<l  piinted,  Iteing  h>ok( 
npon  from  the  same  jwint  of  view  of  the  payers,  much  ottent 
tlutn  fn.>m  that  of  the  rtN'oivers,  nothing  is  more  commoi 
tlmt  wages  are  high  or  low,  meaning  only  tin 
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the  coat  of  labour  is  high  or  low.  TIic  reverse  ut'  \\m  would 
1h!  otYcncr  the  truth:  tltu  coat  of  labour  is  fr(?<]nctitly  at  its 
higliest  where  wa^jcs  are  lowest.  This  may  arise  fi-om  two 
causes.  In  the  Hrst  place,  the  labour,  tliongh  cheap,  may 
lie  iiK'fticiuut.  Iii  no  Kui'upeau  country  ar*;  waj;i*s  m  low 
as  they  are  (or  at  least  were)  in  Ireland ;  the  remimcr- 
aliua  of  an  agricultural  lalumrer  ia  the  wt:st  of  In.>!an<]  nut 
being  more  tiian  half  the  wages  of  even  the  lowest-paid 
Englitibmun,  tbe  Dorsctidiire  labourer.  But  if^  frotn  Infe- 
riur  fikill  and  iudnstry.  two  days'  labour  of  nn  Ii-i.-;hninu 
accimiplisliiMl  nn  nmn;  wnrtc  than  an  English  labourer  per- 
formed in  one,  the  In>)lmian*s  labour  coet  a&  much  an  the 
EriglishmHu's,  thouf^li  it  br«in;jlit  in  s^u  much  less  to  liiuiself. 
The  f!ij>it!LHstV  i)roti.l  is  ileleriiiini-d  by  the  fornuT  of  tlieHa 
two  things,  not  by  the  latter.  That  a  diflerencc  to  this  ex- 
tent really  existed  in  the  efficiency  of  the  labour,  ib  proved 
not  only  by  abundant  testimony,  but  by  the  fact,  that  uot- 
witliBtandisg  tbe  Iowuchs  of  wages,  proKls  of  capital  huvu 
never  been  higher  in  Ireland  than  in  England. 

Tlic  other  euuae  wliieh  renders  wages,  and  the  cost  of 
labour,  no  real  <'riteria  of  one  another,  is  the  varying  co&tli- 
neA3  of  the  articles  which  the  labourer  eonBUnieB.  If  theite 
are  chenp,  wage«,  in  the  &en?e  which  U  of  importance  ti> 
the  lalvourer,  may  be  high,  and  yet  the  cost  o(  lalwur  may 
be  low  ;  if  dear,  the  labourer  may  be  wretchedly  off,  though 
his  labour  may  cost  much  to  the  eapitntifit.  This  last  h  the 
condition  of  ii  ronntry  over-pcoplrtl  in  relation  to  itft  land  ; 
in  which,  food  being  dear,  the  poorne8«  of  the  labourar^s 
real  reward  does  not  prevent  labour  fioni  costing  much  to 
tlu!  purtrhajier,  and  low  wages  and  low  profits  co-exist.  The 
opposite  case  is  exemplified  in  Uie  United  States  of  America. 
The  labourer  there  enjoys  a  greater  abundance  of  rointorts 
than  in  any  other  (country  of  the  world,  except  some  of  the 
newest  colonies ;  but,  owing  to  the  cheap  price  at  which 
these  comforts  can  be  obtained  {cond>ined  with  the  pn^at 
ctficiency  oi"  the  labour),  tlie  cost  of  labour  to  tbe  capitalist 
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is  conndcrablj  lower  than  in  Euro|iK.     It  must  bo  so,  eince^ 
the  rate  of  jiroiit  1h  higliur ;  as  indicated  by  tbe  rate  uf  in- 
terest, which  is  BLX  per  cent  at  New  Y'ork  when, it  k  three,] 
or  three  and  a  (juurler  i«;r  cent  iu  London. 

The  cui-t  of  labour,  tlien,  is,  in  the  laiignagc  of  inatli&'| 
matios,  a  function  of  thi-ce  rariables :  the  ufticicticy  of  la- 
bour ;  the  wages  of  labour  (menning  thereby  the  real  reward 
of  the  laboiuer) ;  and  the  gn?ater  or  less  cost  at  which  iho 
Mticles  cQn)[>oBing  that  real  reward  can  be  j>roducvd  or  par- 
cliai^ed.  It  ib  plain  tliat  the  cost  of  labour  to  the  capilidtet 
must  l)e  influenced  by  eueli  of  tlicjie  three  circnnistftnces^  and 
by  no  otliera.  lliesc,  therefore,  arc  ai^  the  cireuinstancea 
which  detcrtniiie  the  rafc  of  pmtit ;  and  it  cfuiuot  be  iu  any. 
way  affwleil  except  thruugli  one  or  other  of  them.  Jf  lalmnr 
gencniUy  became  more  efficient,  withont  being  more  highly 
rewanU'd  ;  if^  wittiunt  its  becoming  \eAB  eftleient,  its  remu- 
neration fell,  no  increase  taking  ]>lace  in  tlie  cost  of  the  arti- 
cles composing  that  remuneration  ;  or  if  those  articles  be^ 
cAine  less  costly,  without  the  labuun^r's  obtainiug  more  of 
lliem  ;  in  any  one  of  these  three  cases,  jirutits  would  rise. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  labour  became  less  elhcifnt  (as  it  nii{;ht 
(h)  I'rom  diiiiinished  hoddy  vigour  iu  the  juuple,  destruction 
of  tixcd  capital,  or  deteriorated  education);  or  if  the  la- 
bourer obtaincfl  a  Iiigher  run  nine  ration,  without  any  iit- 
creased  cheapness  iu  tlic  things  com{)osing  it;  or  if,  without i 
bis  obtaining  more,  that  which  he  did  obtain  became  mor* 
cosily  ;  profita,  in  all  these  cases,  would  suiter  a  diminution. 
And  theje  is  no  other  combination  of  eircnmstanoes,  in 
whieli  the  j;enl')*al  rate  of  profit  of  a  country,  in  all  employ- , 
nients  indifiVirenlly,  can  eiOier  fall  or  rise. 

Tlic  cvitlence  of  these  propositions  can  only  be  gtutvd^ 
generally,  though,  it  is  ho])ed,  conclusively,  hx  this  stngQj 
ot'uur  subjec-t.  U  will  come  out  in  greater  fulnciie  and  forraj 
when,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  theory  of  Yaluej 
and  Price,  wc  shall  be  enabled  to  exhibit  the  law  of  profitftj 
in  the  concrete — iu  the  complex  entanglement  of  circum- 
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stances  in  which  it  actually  works.  This  can  only  be  done 
in  the  ensuing  Book.  One  topic  still  remains  to  bo  dis- 
cussed in  the  present  one,  so  far  as  it  admits  of  being  treated 
independently  of  considerations  of  Value ;  the  subject  of 
Bent ;  to  which  we  now  proceed. 


CHAPTER  XYI. 


OP  REST. 


§  1.  The  rcqiiisitPfi  of  prodnction  being  labour,  cftpita), 
niid  natuml  audits ;  the  uiily  pLi-soii,  buBidi»  the  labourer 
and  tlie  capitaligt,  ivliose  consent  is  neeebsaiy  to  production, 
and  who  <raii  <.'lairn  a  liliarc  of  tliu  pntduce  as  the  pru-e  i>l' 
that  consent,  is  the  poi-son  who.  bv  tJie  arraiigcmcn'ts  of  aocie- 
tv,  posscesce  exclusive  power  over  &onic  natiirnt  agent.  Tho* 
land  is  tliu  principal  of  the  natui-al  agents  which  are  rapalile 
of  being  appropriated,  and  the  contiidcration  paid  fur  itg  use 
\a  called  rent  Jjinded  piviprietors  are  the  onljr  class*  of  any 
nnmbera  or  importance,  who  have  a  claim  U>  a  nliare  in  tho 
diHlribiition  of  the  i>r<xlu<*e,  through  their  owuurghip  of 
something  which  neither  they  nor  any  one  else  have  pro- 
dnced.  If  there  be  anv  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature,  they 
will  Ik*  easily  wndcrstood,  when  the  natnre  and  laws  of  rent 
are  comprehended. 

It  is  at  once  evident,  that  rent  is  the  effect  of  a  mrwiop- 
oiy  ;  though  the  monopoly  is  a  natnral  one,  whii^h  may  be 
n^lated,  which  may  even  be  hold  as  a  trnat  for  the  com- 
munity g(!nerally,  bnt  which  cannot  be  prevented  from 
existing.  The  reason  why  lamlowners  are  able  lo  roqnirc 
reiit  for  their  land,  ib  that  it  is  a  e^niniofjity  which  many 
want,  and  which  no  om  can  obtain  but  from  ihem.  If  nil 
**»«conntry  bclonp'd  to  one  yierBon,  ho  eonhl  fix 
Tiie  wh'tle  people  would  bo  de- 
iif  life,  and  bu  miglit 
!>•  'Mi  the  aclnol  slate  uf 
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tilings  in  tliosc  Oriental  kinplonis  in  which  the  land  ia  ron- 
sidepctl  the  property  of  the  Ptatc.  Rent  is  tlien  eonfoiindwl 
with  taxation,  and  the  desjwt  may  exact  the  utmost  wUicii 
the  inifortUDntc  cultivators  liave  tn  give.  Indeed,  the  ex- 
elnpive  p«jS8etwor  of  the  land  u{  a  cfiuntry  could  not  well  ho 
other  than  desjjot  of  it.  The  effect  would  be  much  the  eamo 
if  the  hiiid  i)el<»iged  to  ho  few  jHjople  that  they  could,  and 
did,  a<;t  togetliLT  as  one  man,  and  fix  the  rent  by  agreement 
among  themsolvee.  This  case,  however,  is  nowhere  known 
to  exiKt ;  and  the  oidy  remiuninp;  ^np|iiwilion  is  that  of  free 
competition  ;  tiie  landowners  being  iiuj»j)08ed  to  be,  us  in 
fact  tliev  arc,  too  nnmerong  to  condiine. 

■     .         . .  ;';^ 

§  3.  A  thing  which  is  limited  in  qnnntity,  even  ihongli 
ita  posecflsore  do  not  act  in  concert,  is  slill  a  monopolized  or-  j 
tide-  But  even  wlien  monoiwlized,  a  thing  which  is  the 
pit  of  nature,  and  rec|nirc8  no  labour  or  outlay  as  the  v<:in- 
dition  of  its  existence,  will,  if'thi>rc  Iki  coinpelittori  among 
the  holders  of  it,  command  a  jiricc,  only  if  it  exists  in  Icffl 
(piantity  than  the  demand.  If  the  whole  land  of  a  country 
were  re<|uircd  for  cultivation,  all  of  it  might  yield  a  rent. 
But  in  no  cmintr)'  of  any  extent  do  the  wants  of  the  jiopuln* 
tion  require  that  all  the  land,  which  is  capable  of  cultiva* 
tion.  should  be  cultivated,  Tlic  fuo<l  and  other  agricultural 
l»ri>duce  which  the  people  need,  and  which  they  are  wilUog 
and  able  to  pay  \'or  at  a  pri<'e  Mhirli  rfniunenites  (he  grower, 
may  always  be  obtained  williout  cultivating  all  the  land; 
sometimes  without  cultivating  more  than  s  small  part  of  it ; 
the  more  fertile  lands,  or  those  in  llic  moi-e  convenient  fitn- 
ations,  being  of  course  preferi-ed.  There  is  alwaj-e,  there- 
fore,  some  land  which  cimnot,  iii  existing  circnmstauceK, 
pay  any  rent ;  and  no  land  ever  pays  rent,  unlcc^s.  in  ]'oint 
of  fertility  or  situation,  it  belongs  to  thuee  supcriMr  kinJri 
which  exist  in  less  quantity  than  the  demand — which  can- 
not be  made  tu  yield  all  the  produce  required  for  tile  com- 
uniutty,  unless  on  terms  still  less  advantageous  tliitn  the  re- 
tort to  less  favuurcd  soils. 
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Tlmre  ia  lund^  fiiich  bb  the  dcRerfa  nt'  Arabia,  wliich  will 
yigkl  nolliing  to  any  miionnt  of  laltour  ;  uiid  iIhtc  is  lami, 
Uko  8ome  or  our  Iiarcl  tondy  heathy  wliieli  would  pi-odufo 
i^oiiK'ttiinir,  but,  in  tlio  ])rc:R;iit  stutu  of  tlie  »<utl,  not  eiiuti{{h 
to  deiVfly  the  expousos  uf  production,  yucb  lands,  unltae  by 
8onie  Hppliration  of  cliemi&try  to  Hgrii:iiltiiru  Btill  remaiuing 
to  bo  invented,  cannot  be  cultivated  for  profit,  unli.*»  &omu 
ono  actually  ertjatea  a  aoil^  by  spre-adin^  new  inj^n^iienta 
over  the  gut-face,  or  mixing  them  with  llie  existing  niatcri- 
ala.  K  ingredients  fitted  for  this  purpose  exist  in  the  sub- 
soil, or  i;lusc  at  liand,  tlie  itnpruvcment  even  of  tlie  inosi  un- 
promising  spots  may  answer  aa  a  bpeculation  :  but  if  those 
in<;r<.'ditnta  are  ca^tly,  and  must  Iw  brought  from  a  dintance, 
it  will  seldom  answer  to  do  this  for  the  take  of  jirufit,  tbongb 
the  "magic  of  property"  will  wimetimeB  efl'uet  it.  T^ind 
which  e&iinot  possibly  yield  a  proBt,  te  eomctimcs  cnltivuted 
at  a  loss,  the  cnltivatoi's  having  their  want*  partially  i«ii|>- 
plied  from  other  soiircoH ;  as  in  the  eaao  of  puiijien^,  and  eouju 
niouaateries  or  charitable  ini»titutions,  amon,<;  which  may  be 
reckoned  the  Poor  Colonies  of  Belgium.  Hie  worst  land 
which  can  be  cultivated  as  a  means  of  subeietcnce,  is  thwt 
which  will  just  replace  the  ficed,  and  the  food  of  the  labour- 
ers  emploxcil  on  it,  tojjethcr  with  wliut  Dr.  Chalmers  ealia 
their  sucondarics  ;  that  is,  the  lubourere  retiuired  for  supply- 
inv  them  with  tools,  and  with  the  remairun^  neeessArius  of 
life.  M'helhcr  any  );ivcn  laud  h  capable  of  doing  mora 
than  this,  is  not  a  question  of  }<olitical  economy,  but  of 
physical  fai;t.  Tlie  supposition  leaves  nothin;;  for  profit^ 
nor  anything  for  the  labourers  except  neccfisariee :  the  land, 
therefore,  cau  oidy  be  cultivate*!  by  the  labourers  them- 
aolvofi,  or  else  at  a  pecuniary  lofifi  :  and  dfortioriy  cannot  in 
any  contingency  afford  a  rent.  The  wor^Lland  which  can 
be  cultivated  aa  an  investment  for|^£iuJ,  is  that  wluch, 
after  replacing  the  seed,  not  only  feeds  the  agricultural  la- 
bourcrs  and  their  eecondariea,  but  aSbrdB  them  the  current 
rate  of  wages,  which  may  extend  to  much  more  than  nicT« 
nec(;Asarie8 ;  and  leaves  for  those  who  have  advanced  the 
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"^n^tt  of  tlieee  two  clasei-s  of  labourers,  a  Buq>Iim  txinal  to 
tbe  profit  they  coiil<i  have  expected  fmin  luiy  »)thoi'  cinploy- 
mcut  of  their  cftj'ital.  Whctlicr  any  given  laml  ean  do  more 
than  thii<,  is  not  meixily  a  physical  question,  but  <!e|KMulij 
partly  on  the  market  value  of  agrieiiUural  prixluce.  AVhnt 
the  land  ean  do  for  the  labiiuri'rs  and  for  the  capitalist,  be- 
yond fetrtliug  all  wiioin  it  directly  or  indirectly  cmpluys,  of 
eouree  depends  upon  what  tlie  remainder  of  the  prodnce  can 
be  sold  for.  Tiic  liiglier  iho  market  value  of  produce,  tho 
lower  arc  the  6oili>  to  wlilch  ctdtivation  ean  descend,  consist- 
ently Willi  iiifoi'ding  to  the  uiipital  employttil,  the  ordinary 
rate  of  profit. 

As,  however,  differences  of  fertility  ^lide  into  one  an- 

'othcr  by  insensible  ^adatitms ;  and  ditlcrcnecEi  of  acecssi* 
bilily,  tiiat  is,  of  dietance  fmrn  markets  do  the  »amB ;  and 
$incL^  there  is  land  &o  barmn  that  it  eonJd  not  pay  for  its 
cnltivation  at  any  price ;  it  is  evident  that-,  whatever  the 
prie«  may  be,  there  mnst  in  any  exteneivo  r<^on  be  some 
hind  which  ut  timt  price  will  jtit^t  pay  the  wiiged  of  the  cul- 
tivator!*, ami  yieM  to  the  capital  employed  the  ordinary 
profit,  and  no  more.  Until,  therefore,  the  price  rises  higher, 
or  until  wniie  improveiiient  raises  thai  parti<;nlar  land  to  \i 
higher  place  in  the  ecale  of  fertility,  it  cani)or  pay  any  rent. 
It  is  evident,  however,  lliat  the  cainiuunity  nccda  the 
pro<luce  of  this  quality  of  land  ;  since  if  the  hind?  more  fer- 
tile or  l»etter  situated  tlian  it^  could  have  sulbccd  to  supply 
the  wants  of  society,  tho  price  would  not  Iiave  risen  bo 
Idj^h  as  to  render  its  cultivation  profitable.  This  land, 
therefore,  will  be  eultivaled  ;  and  we  may  lay  it  down  aa  a 
piinciple,  that  so  long  as  any  of  the  land  of  a  country  which 
iii  fit  for  cultivation,  and  not  withheld  from  it  by  Icpil  or 
othor  fa^tjxloi>3  obstacles,  is  not  cultivated,  the  worst  land 
in  artital  cultivation  (in  poiut  of  fertility  and  sitnaliou  to< 
gcther)  pays  no  rent. 


§  3.     If,  then,  of  tho  land  in  cultivation,  the  part  wHuU 
yields  least  return  to  the  labour  and  capital  employed  on  it 
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giviffi  only  tiic  ordinary  profit  of  <'!iiiiliil,  without.  Itrnving 
anything  for  runt ;  a  btuudurd  i&  a^'urdL-d  lur  ebtiiiiuliiig  tliu 
atnoiiiit  of  rent  wlu'ch  will  Ije  yielded  by  alt  other  land. 
AiA-  land  yields  j  net  as  nnieh  more  tban  the  ordinary  pro&tji 
of  Ktuc'k,  iu>  it  yiiddtt  niur(^  than  what  in  returned  hy  tho  wor^t 
land  in  ciihivation,  TIk-  surplus  is  wli&t  the-  farmer  rui 
a£ord  to  pay  ua  rent  tu  tliu  laiidlortl ;  and  since,  if  lie  did 
not  HO  pjiy  it,  hi*,  would  receive  more  thiiu  the  ordinary  rate 
of  profit,  the  tonqietition  of  other  capitalists,  that  c«m[R"ti- 
tiori  which  e<piaU/.os  Ihe  profits  of  difiereut  capitals^  will 
enable  the  landlord  to  appropriate  it.  The  rent,  iht-refurc, 
which  ariy  land  will  yield,  U  the  exceds  of  its  prwluee,  be- 
yond what  would  be  returned  to  the  sainp  capital  if  em- 
ployed on  the  woj-st  land  in  cnltivation.  This  is  not,  and" 
nvvur  was  pretended  to  be,  the  liuiil  of  uietayer  rentfi,  or  of 
cottier  rents ;  but  it  is  tlio  limit  of  farmers'  rents.  No  land 
rented  to  n  cn]>italist  ftirmer  will  pernmncntly  yichi  mnro 
than  th)!«;  and  whrn  it  yield;^  \cr^^  h  is  bec:ius(>  the  laniUonl 
foregoes  a  part  of  what,  if  he  chose,  he  could  obtain. 

This  ii;  the  thnory  of  rent,  llrfit  propnunih-d  at  llu;  end 
of  the  last  century  by  Vr.  Anderson,  and  whit-b,  neglected 
at  the  time,  was  almost  8inniltanei>U(dy  rrdiscovered,  twenty 
years  later,  by  Pir  Edward  West,  Mr.  MalthuB,  and  Mr.  Ri- 
cardo.  It  ie  one  of  tho  cardmal  doctnncg  of  ]K)litieftl  econ- 
omy ;  and  nntil  it  vra&  nnder^ood,  no  consistent  expUnation 
could  be  ^ivcn  uf  many  of  tlie  more  complicalod  indu&lrial 
phenomena.  The  evidence  of  its  truth  will  bo  manjfeftted 
with  a  frreat  iniTPaw)  of  c'lea^leJ^9,  when  we  come  to  trai-e 
the  laws  of  the  phenomena  of  Value  and  Piice.  Until  that 
is  done,  it  is  not  possible  to  free  the  dw^trine  from  evay 
diffieulty  wliieh  may  present  itttelf,  iiur  perhaps  to  convey, 
to  tiiose  previonsty  imacqiminte*!  with  the  subject,  •moro 
than  a  wenttal  appn^hcnsiun  of  the  reft5oning\v  which  the 
theorem  is  arrived  at.  Some,  however,  of  the  objections 
conimonly  made  to  it,  admit  of  a  eomplctc  answer  evoo  in 
tJie  pnsent  Ftaj:je  of  our  inqniric*. 

Jt  has  been  denied  that  there  c&n  be  any  laud  in  cultivn- 


tiiHi  wliich  puvfl  no  rent ;  lMx*auiie  landlords  (it  is  contcndb'd) 
would  not  allow  tliuir  land  to  he 0(!Ciiiiied  without  prtviuunU 
Those  who  lay  any  stress  on  Mils  as  an  ohjet^tioii,  n>u#t  think 
that  land  of  Ihu  (pntlity  whii-li  ran  hut  jiic^t  pay  for  itb  rulli\  a- 
tion,  lies  together  in  lai^e  masses,  detached  Irom  any  land 
of  bettor  qnidity.  If  an  citato  consisted  wholly  of  this  land, 
or  of  thin  iiinl  btill  wor!«^,  it  is  Iikoly  enough  tliat  the  owner 
would  not  give  the  un*!  of  it  for  nothing  ;  he  would  |ir()huhly 
(if  a  rich  man)  prefer  keeiiiiig  it  for  other  purposes,  as  for 
cxereise,  or  ornaiuent.  or  purluil<B  jib  a  ^anie  prpi>er\*e.  No 
farmer  eoiild  alfiird  to  ofler  him  anything  fur  il,  for  jmr- 
j>o&e&  of  culture  ;  though  sonictliing  would  probably  be  ob- 
tained for  the  uftO  of  it;*  nutural  piitftnrp,  or  olhrr  siHiutane- 
ous  produce.  Even  fiueh  lan<i,  however,  would  Hoi  neces- 
sarily remain  uncidtivatod.  It  might  be  farmed  by  the  pro- 
prietor; no  unfre<iuent  case  even  in  England.  Portions  of 
it  might  he  granted  as  temporary  allotments  tu  labouring' 
families,  either  from  phil:tnthropic  motives,  or  (0  t^ave  tho 
p(Kn-nitc;  or  occnpatioti  might  be  allowed  to  eqnatters,  free 
iif  rent,  in  the  hope  that  their  labour  might  give  it  vabie  at 
Bouie  future  iKrnod.  Both  these  eases  arc  of  quite  ordinary 
oceurrenee.  So  that  even  if  an  estate  were  whully  com- 
posed of  the  worst  land  capable  of  jtrotitahle  cultivation,  it 
would  not  neet'*sai"ity  He  uncultivated  because  it  could  pay 
no  rent.  Inferior  laud,  however,  does  not  usually  occupy, 
without  interruption,  many  square  miles  of  ground  ;  it  i« 
dispersed  \wn>  and  there,  with  patches  of  Iwtler  land  inter- 
mixed, and  the  same  person  who  rents  the  l>etter  land,  olv 
t»ins  along  with  it  the  iiif(>rior  soils  which  alternate  with  it 
lie  pays  a  rent,  nominally  for  the  whole  farm,  but  calcu- 
lated on  the  produce  of  those  parts  alone  (however  sniall  a 
jiortion  of  the  whole)  which  are  capable  of  rt'tnnitng  more 
tlian  tlie  eonimou  rate  of  profit.  It  is  thus  scientiiieall/ 
true,  (hat  the  remaining  parts  pay  no  rent. 


§  4.     Let  iw,  however,  8np|>ose  that  there  were  a  valid- 
ity in  thit'  objection,  which  can  by  no  means  be  conceded 
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to  it ;  timt  when  tlie  dmnnml  of  tlio  coniiiiiinity  had  fbrcnl 
np  fouil  to  fliich  H  jirk'u  n&  wtmM  n'tmiuerate  Uiu  uxpcuso  of 
jiroduuiiig  it  iVoiQ  a  cortnin  quality  of  niU,  it  hnppeni'd  ocV'J 
ertlkclet^h  that  all  tliu  Hiil  uf  thut  ijiiulUy  wiii  withlirlil  frum| 
culiivulioii,  by  the  obstinacy  of  iliu  owiici-B  iu  duiutunhngi 
rent  for  it,  not  iiuiiuiihI,  nur  trifling,  hut  suiiicicntiy  oncrriu^l 
to  be  ft  nmtcml  item  in  the  cahulatiuusof  a  farmer.  What! 
woiihl  then  hapjM^n  i  Merely  that  tlic  iniTuohe  ofiirwliice,! 
whiuli  the  waDts  of  society  required,  vrvuid  tor  the  tiino  boi 
uhtdincd  wliolly  (iis  it  aluays  is  pariiully),  not  hy  an  cxtcjt-j 
sion  of  cultivation,  hnl  by  an  InniT-iiBrd  appli(raiiun  of  la-j 
hour  and  capital  to  laud  already  trnltivatcd. 

Kow  we  liave  already  mxn  that  this  increased  appliea-] 
tion  of  CApital,  other  tliinga  bein:^  UDakcrcd,  is  always  at* 
tuudud  will)  a  smaller  pro|K>rtii)nal  nUurn^     Wo  arc  not  to] 
&n]ipo&e  some  new  ogri'^i'l'mal  invention  made  prt«iscly  ai] 
llii^t  juncturL';  nor  a  sudden  extension  of  ngriouUural  skill 
and  knowledj^e,  bririjjino;  into  more  general  practice,  juftt 
tlieu,  invcntiouii  already  partially  in  iibo.     Wu  are  to  ni] 
p<»tte  no  change*  except  a  demniid  for  more  com,  and  a  eon-^ 
6ei]ueut  i-i»e  of  its  ]irifc.    The  rise  of  price  enables  mcaftnres  | 
10  be  taken  for  increasing  the  produce,  which  conld  uol 
have  lH*en  taken  with  protit  at  the  provi.ms  price.    TIi»] 
farmer  usee  more  expentave  nninun.-s,  or  n)ununs  land  whiclif 
he  formerly  left  to  nature  ;  or  pi*oewres  lime  or  marl  from  a 
'littance,  as  a  drcHsinj;  for  the  Roil  ;  or  pTilvenzes  or  wcedfi  it 
more  thoroughly ;  or  di-ains,  irrigates,  or  subsoils  portioitsj 
of  it,  which  at  former  prices  would  not  have  paid  the  coel 
of  tJie  njienition  ;  and  so  forth,     llicso  tiling,  or  tMitnti  »1 
(liein.  are  done,  when,  more  food  being  wanted,  eiiltiratioaj 
has  no  means  of  expanding  il&elf  u))on  new  lantlm.     Ai 
M'hen  the  )m)ml5c  ia  given  to  extract  an  increased  aniounl 
of  produce  from  the  soil,  the  fanner  or  improver  will  onb 
(roujiidcr  whether  the  outlay  he  makes  for  the  purpii&e  will! 
Ikj  returned  to  him  with  the  ordinary  profit,  and  not  whetlH-| 
cr  any  eurplus  will  nmniin  for  rent.     Kven»  therefore,  if  it 
were  the  fact,  that  there  is  never  any  hnd  taken  into  culti- 
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vntion,  for  which  rout,  and  tliut  tuo  of  aii  siiiuiiut  worth 
liking  into  eoiisideraticm,  was  not  paid  ;  it  wcuM  Ik-  tiiie, 
uevLTthcless,  ibnt  lliurc  is  always  some  OffncuHunt/  atpi(a/ 
wliicli  j>ay8  no  nnit,  lii-i.taii.so  it  reliiniB  nutliiiig  bcvumi  tli<j 
oriliiiary  rate  of  imrtlt :  tliift  cajntal  being  tlie  portion  vf 
cR)>ital  Wt  Applied — thiit  to  whii'li  ttu!  lai-l  addition  to  tlio 
produce  wiis  due;  or  U*>  exprcts  tliu  cj-e^utiids  of  ll it*  case 
in  one  plirtuv),  that  which  iti  appliiid  in  tlie  least  fuvourablc 
uirruniHlani-i')*.  IJut  tlic  s-amo  itmomit  of  dLtn:tnd,  and  llio 
8UM1C  price,  which  enable  thia  least  pr(KJuctivc'  portion  of 
capital  hardy  to  rvplace  itself  witli  the  onlinary  profit, 
enable  evcr>'  otlier  portion  to  yield  a  surplus  proportioned 
to  the  advnntage  it  ponseHse«.  And  this  surplus  it  h^  which 
competition  enables  the  landlord  to  appropriate.  Tlie  rent 
of  all  hind  is  nieaanred  hy  the  cxi't^s*  ()f  the  return  to  (ho 
whole  ca]>ilal  employed  on  it  above  what  is  necessary  to 
replace  the  capital  Vkith  the  ordinary  rate  of  profit,  or  tn 
other  woixU,  above  what  the  same  capital  would  yield  if  it/ 
were  all  employed  in  as  di3advniita;^*ous  i-treiinistanci^  as 
the  least  pruduetivc  fKjrtion  of  it  :  whether  that  least  prrx 
ductive  portion  of  capital  is  reniltTed  so  by  being  em- 
ployed on  the  woi^t  soil,  or  by  K-ing  expended  in  extorting 
more  pi*oduce  from  land  which  already  yicldeil  aa  much  as 
it  could  be  made  to  part  with  uu  eobier  tcniis. 
It  is  not  pretended  that  the  facts  of  ; 

eonntrm  with  absohile  preci>ion;t(o  this  or  :    ^ 

ic  principle.  "We  must  never  forget  that  llic  truths  of  p<ilit-f 
ical  uoouomy  are  truths  only  in  the  rouph.  It  is  not,  fiir 
example,  strictly  true  that  a  farmer  will  cultivate  no  land, 
and  apply  no  capital,  which  returns  leits  than  the  ordinary 
profit.  Ho  will  exjK'ct  the  ordinary  profit  on  the  bulk  of 
his  cajiital.  But  when  he  hiui  en^t  in  hia  hit  with  lu»  fann, 
uml  bartered  his  skill  and  exertions,  once  for  allt  against 
what  the  fiU'm  will  yield  to  hini,  he  will  prob'ddy  be  will- 
ing til  expemi  capital  on  it  (for  an  inmiediate  return)  In 
any  manner  which  will  affoni  liini  a  suqdns  profit,  however 
small,  beyond  the  value  of  the  risk,  and  the  interest  which 
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lie  must  pay  for  tlie  capital  if  borrowed,  or  caw  get  for  it 
elsewhere  if  it  ia  liii  own.  But  a  imw  (lirinur,  uiitcring  on 
tlielanU,  wuuld  make  hiis  calvulatiotis  differently,  and  would 
not  coimUL'iice  nnlesu  ho  could  fxj)e*;t  the  full  riitu  of  ordinwy 
protit  on  all  the  capital  which  he  intended  uiuharkin^  in 
the  cntorpri«o.  Again,  jtricc*  may  range  Iiigher  or  lower 
during  the  currency  uf  a  lea^e,  than  was  oxi^cted  when  the 
cuutract  was  made,  and  the  land,  therefore,  may  be  over  or 
niulor-rented  :  and  even  when  the  leiise  expin»a,  the  land- 
lord may  be  aiiwitling  to  grant  a  neccaaary  diminntion  of 
rent,  and  the  famier.  rather  than  rp!in<jiiiah  his  occnpp.tinn, 
or  suck  a  farm  olsewhero  when  all  are  occupied,  may  consent 
to  go  on  paying  too  high  a  rent.  Irregularities  like  these 
we  must  always  expect ;  it  \&  iinpoHsitde  in  ]to!itical  cii^noniy 
to  obtain  general  theorems  emhrating  the  complications  of 
oircnniAtan<:ea  which  may  affet^t  the  reenlt  in  an  itidividaal 
ease.  When.  too.  tlic  farmer  class,  having  bat  litile  capita), 
cultivate  for  subsietencc  nilhcT  Uian  for  profit,  and  do  not 
think  of  quitting  their  farm  while  they  are  able  to  live  by 
it,  their  rents  apprnximaiu  to  the  character  of  cottier  rcnli^ 
and  niny  bo  foreeil  ii|>  by  i*omi>etition  (if  the  number  of 
competitors  exceeds  the  number  of  farms)  beyond  the  amount 
which  will  leavo  to  the  farmer  the  orrlinary  rate  of  profit. 
Tlie  laws  which  we  are  enable*)  to  lay  down  respecting  renla, 
pnititti,  wages,  prices*,  are  only  true  in  ho  far  as  the  jiersoiia 
couccrned  are  tree  fnjni  the  influence  of  any  other  tnotiY^iif 
tlian  those  ari>iing  from  the  general  circnmfttanci's  uf  tTie 
cas*-,  and  are  guided,  as  to  those,  by  the  ordiuory  mcrt:anlilc 
Gjitimatc  of  profit  and  loss.  Applying  this  twofold  auppotti- 
lion  to  the  ease  of  fainnen  ami  landlords,  it  will  be  tnie  that 
the  fanner  retpiircji  the  ordinary  rate  of  profit  on  the  whole 
of  hjs  capital ;  that  whatever  it  retunm  to  him  beyuud  this 
he  is  obliged  to  pay  to  the  lundloiY),  1>ut  will  nut  cunaGiit 
to  pay  more;  that  tluTc  is  a  jjortion  of  capital  applied  to 
agriculture  in  etuch  circunifttAncea  uf  produciiveneRa  as  to 
yield  only  the  or<linary  profits :  and  that  the  drtference  be- 
tween Ilie  produce  of  this,  and  of  any  other  capital  of  einii- 


lar  amoant,  is  the  measure  of  the  tribute  wliicli  that  otIuT  \ 
(;a^)ital  can  and  will  \my,  uiidur  the  nunio  of  rent,  to  the  -% 
laudliH-d.  Tliib  constitutes  a  law  of  pent,  as  uear  the  truth  » 
HB  Bucli  a  law  can  pnmibly  hu :  tliough  of  eoui-ee  modUied  ) 
or  disturbed  in  individual  ciycs,  by  pt-nding  contracts,  iudi-  » 
vidual  niJBt'ak'ulations^  tiie  intluence  of  habit,  and  oven  the  ) 
particular  fceliugii  and  diupubitiona  of  the  pertMiia  eoneerneil. 

§  5.  A  remark  'a  oftan  niadu.  ^f  hich  must  nut  here  lie 
omitted,  though,  I  think,  more  ii))]M)rt:uice  has  bci^n  at- 
tached to  it  than  it  ineritt^.  Under  the  name  of  rt^nt,  many 
imj-mentH  are  eonimonly  int-l!idL-d,  which  are  not  a  reinuncr- 
utiun  fur  the  original  powers  of  the  laud  it.S4.'lf,  but  for 
capital  expended  on  It.  The  a>hUtit>iial  rent  whicli  land 
yields  in  conf>cquenec  of  this  outlay  of  capital,  should,  iu  tlie 
opinion  of  somti  wrilcr*,  be  rcj^nnliMl  ae  jtroHt,  not  rent. 
But  before  thict  can  he  adniiti^al,  a  distinction  must  be 
made.  The  annual  payment  by  a  tenant  alinot-t  always  in- 
cludes a  consideration  for  tlic  use  of  the  building  on  the 
fann ;  not  only  banw^  stablctj,  and  other  outhoui^eSf  but  a 
houBC  to  live  in,  not  to  6|>cak  of  fences,  and  the  like.  The 
laudlitrd  will  ask,  and  the  icnant  pive,  for  thew,  whatever 
is  eoniidered  snthcient  to  yield  the  ordinary  pi-ofit,or  rather 
(risk  and  trouble  beinjj  here  out  of  Iho  qnostion)  (he  ordi- 
nai7  interest,  on  the  value  of  the  buildings ;  that  ii6j  on 
what  it  has  cost  to  erect  them,  or  rather,  on  what  it  would 
now  cMiit  to  en^rt  olbera  as  good  :  llip  tenant  being  bound, 
in  addition,  to  leaive  them  in  as  good  repair  aa  he  found 
them,  for  otlicrwirto  a  much  larger  paym*'nt  than  i^iinple  ni- 
tercht  would  nf  c'oiit>c  be  ix-tiuirL-d  from  him.  TIirsp  biiihb 
ings  arc  as  distinct  a  thing  from  the  farm,  aa  the  stock  or 
the  timbtfr  on  it  ;  and  what  is  paiil  for  them  can  no  more 
be  e:Uled  rent  of  land,  limn  a  ]>!iyment  for  cattle  would  lie, 
if  it  were  the  custom  tlmt  the  landlord  should  stock  the  fami 
for  the  tenant.  Tlie  buildings,  like  the  cattle,  are  not  land, 
bntcapit:d,  regularly  con^unnd  und  rcprodurwl ;  and  idl  Jiay- 
mentit  made  in  consideration  for  Iheni  arc  properly  interest. 
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But  Willi  ii^parH  to  capititl  actimlly  Bjmk  in  iniprovo- 
ntfiitf^  aiid  not  rc<|^uiring  jK-rimlJiral  rcnewul,  but  ejiciit  onro 
for  all  in  givin*^  the  land  a  pernianont  increase  of  prcKluctive- 
ninui,  it  a]>|ieara  to  me  tliut  tlie  return  niudu  to  such  i-:i|iita1 
Jottcs  ftltogetlior  the  cliaractcr  of  pi-ofile,  and  h  grovemed  by 
the  principles  of  i-enl.  It  is  trne  that  a  landlord  will  not 
expend  capital  in  improving  Ida  estate,  iinU-^e  he  expects 
froni  the  inijtroveiiient  an  increa&e  of  income,  Bnrpasning  the 
interest  of  liis  outlay.  Prosj^ctivcl v',  this  inerca*^  of  iueuiuc 
may  ht<  ivgarded  as  profit ;  bnt  when  the  expense  has  been 
iueurrcd,  and  the  improvement  made,  the  rent  of  ihc  im- 
proved land  ift  governed  by  the  same  rules  as  thtt  of  the 
unimproved.  Kqnally  fertile  land  ooraniandd  an  eijual  rent, 
whether  its  fertility  is  nattiral  or  aeqitired:  ahil  I  cannut 
think  that  the  incomeH  of  those  who  own  the  Kedford  lajvcl 
or  tlie  LiueolnAliire  Wolds,  ought  to  be  called  profit  and  not 
rent  because  those  lands  wntdd  have  been  worth  next  to 
nothing  tmle««  capital  had  been  expended  on  them.  Itie 
owners  aro  uut  cupitaliftSi  bnt  landlords;  tliuy  have  [turted 
with  their  capital ;  it  is  eonRuined,  destroyed ;  and  nrllher 
is,  uur  l(i  U)  be,  relumed  to  tliem,  like  the  ea)utal  of  u  fanner 
or  munnfiieturer,  from  what  it  produce*.  In  lien  of  it  Ihey 
now  have  land*  of  a  certain  richness,  which  yields  the  eauie 
rent,  and  by  the  operation  of  the  saiim  eauAcs,  as  if  t(  hH>l 
poHaeistie<l  from  the  hefjrinninj;^  the  degree  of  fertility  which 
has  been  artitiuiulty  given  to  it,     . 

An  American  ]>olitical  economist  of  reputation.  Mr.  JL  (.!. 
Can^y,*  takes  away,  still  more  eom]>lfteIy  tliau  I  liave  al- 
temptetl  to  do,  the  <liiitincll<m  between  tliwe  two  feonntss  uf 
r«it,  by  rcjwtiiig-  one  of  them  aliogetlier:  he  eonsiders  nil 
rent  as  the  etTect  of  capit^d  c-xiiendnd.  In  proof  of  thta,  lie 
oontcndfl  that  the  whole  pecuniary  value  of  all  tho  Innd  in 
any  eountrv.  in  England  fur  instance,  or  in  the  United  SihI<»*!, 
doeii  not  anumnt  to  anythini;  ]i]>]>nmching  to  the  sum  ^\htch 
has  been  laid  out,  or  whieh  it  would  even  now  be  neeessary 
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to  lay  out,  in  order  to  bring^  the  cuiintrj-  to  itA  present  coii- 
(lilioii  fWrni  a  state  of  pritns'VHl  furost.  IIiib  ^turtlinir  state- 
ment has  been  scizc-d  on  by  M.  Kastiat  atirl  others,  ad  n  nieiitu 
of  niakin*;  out  a  Hti-ongur  t'a*»c  than  eoiild  othf.rwir;e  be  niaih^ 
ia  defcuee  of  property  in  land.  Jlr.  Carey's  proposition,  in 
its  most  obvioiiB  mcanin^r,  {g  equivalent  to  Kayiii^,  that  if 
there  wltu  suddenly  added  to  the  lauds  of  Ktigiaud  an  uu- 
reelaimed  territory  of  equal  natural  fertility,  it  Mould  not 
bfl  worth  the  while  of  the  inhabitants  of  England  ti>  rcelaiui 
it:  because  the  profits  of  the  operation  would  not  be  cqnal 
tn  IliR  onliiiary  intei'esl  on  the  capital  expt'iitU^d.  To  whicli 
assertion  if  any  answer  eouhl  be  8U]>p(jsed  to  be  reqnirudf  it 
woiiM  enffiee  to  renmrk,  that  land  not  of  efpia)  bnt  o(  pi*efllly 
iiifurior  quality  tu  that  pi-cvionsly  cultivate*],  is  continually 
rcclainic^l  in  England,  at  an  expt-n^  which  tlie  6nbfteqnently 
aecrnin^  n^tit  U  KutKcient  to  ruplaee  completely  in  a  sinall 
number  of  yeaw. 

Mr.  Carey,  however,  dtjes  not  mean  exactly  what  hie 
assertion,  witliont  his  cNpIanations,  mi^lit  seem  to  imply, 
lie  dues  not  il^sltI  that  Uie  landii  of  all  4-(>unlriuA,  taken 
on  tiio  avi'mjju,  are  not  worth  wlmt  has  been  laid  out  in 
improving;  them,  and  that,  to  the  proprit'lors,  the  improvo- 
nient  of  land  has  been  on  the  whole  a  misi^Jileiilntion.  In 
hia  estimate  of  tlic  capital  snnk  in  the  land,  lie  inrtudf.-s  all 
which  has  hiten  laid  out  in  making  roada  and  ranals;  that  « 
is,  not  in  adding  to  the  value  of  land  already  occupied,  bnt 
in  rendering  other  ami  rival  laiidi*  acci^gsiiili'.  Ev«mi  with 
thia  correction,  the  proposition,  in  the  oidy  Bensc  in  whieh  it 
snpfiorta  hi*  conclu^^ions.  is  but  a  few  d<'grtH*R  Icse  nnronBoii- 
abie  than  the  other.  In  lhccasesuj)posed.of  a  second  Eng- 
land, of  eqinil  natural  fertility,  added  to  the  first^  can  uuy  ^ 
one  doubt  that  tho.se  wlio  wi*ri;  allowed  to  a]>pn>prialc  tlie 
new  latid,  wouhl,  in  proportion  ne  it  was  ix*elftimcd  and 
brought  under  (mlture,  find  it  anAwer  in  a  pecuniary  seme 
to  make  the  roads  rc<]nii*ite  for  bringing  the  produce  to  mar- 
ket t  Mr.  Care^'  woidd  probably  ri'ply  that  by  making  tbcM! 
roads  they  njiglit  raise  their  own  rents,  but  would  certainly 
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lower  those  of  the  ohl  territurv  of  Kuglund.    ThiH  \a  |icr» 
t'cctlj  eontic't,  and  &hnw»  tlio  t'alhtc^*  ul'  Uic  leKt  B»»amc<iJ 
by  Mr.  Carey.    It  i»  perhaps  true  Uiat  the  whole  Innd  off 
the  world  would   n<»t  suM   Tor  tlie  cspense  of  bringinp-  itJ 
into  its  i>rc-6CtLt  state,  jjIus  the  expense  of  making  all  thej 
cxUtin^  comnniiiicatians.     The  triideney  of  improved  cum' 
iiiunieatiuns  is  to  lower  existiug  rcntij,  by  tnrueliiug  un  th( 
nioiioiK>ly  of  the  land  nearest  to  the  plates  where  lorgej 
niimbere  of  couBUtnei'&  ore  asseiiibleil.     KoiuU  and  ranaUJ 
are  not  eou^tmcted  to  ruiso  the  value  ul'  tlie  land  wltirh 
nlreaily  Ri)p|ilti>a  the  luarketii,  but  (ittiion^  utlier  purpoM^)  to] 
elieapen  the  .supply,  by  letting  in  the  produce  of  otljer  and 
more  ditttant  lands;  and  the  more  cAbctnally  tliiH  purpose  uj 
altaitte^l,   tlic  lower    rent  will  be.     If  we   could  inin^^na] 
tliut  the  roilvpyg  ^i>^  euiml.-i  of  the  United  States,  instvf 
of  only  ehea]>eniiig  eoinmuniuatiun,  did  llieir  busiu^es  £ii| 
effcf'tually  as  to  annihilate  cost  of  carriage  altogether,  and] 
cnuhle  the  produce  of  Mielii^an  to  i-each  the  market  of 
JJew  York  as  quickly  and  aa  eheaply  ns  the  produce  fif 
Ixtng  Island^ — the  whole  value  of  tJI  the  land  of  the  United 
Stirtes  (i'X(H'pt  gneh  as  lies  convenient  for  building)  would 
be  annihilated;  or  rallier,  the  best  would  only  svW  for  IJk 
expense  of  elearing,  and  the  government  tax  of  a  d«illar  anil] 
a  quarter  per  aeru;  biuce  land  in  Michigan,  ei|ual  to 
best  in  the  United  States,  may  be  had  in  uulimite<l  abt 
<hiuee  by  that  amount  of  onthiy,     Hut  it  U  strange  that  Ikfr.j 
Carey  should- think  tbiii  fact  inronst-stent  with  the  Kic-ardaJ 
theory  of  rent.     Admitting  all  that  lie  OftSert^^,  it  h  still  trat 
that  AS  long  ae  there  is  land  whieh  yieldtt  no  rent,  the  loiu 
vvhieh  dt»eji  y ielil  rent,  doee  60  in  conacquenee  of  some  advan- 
tJige  whieh  it  enjoys,  m  fertility  or  vieinity  to  markets,  ovdj 
the  other ;  and  the  mo asure  of  its  advantage  is  alf«o  tJie  m< 
nn;  of  it»  runt.     And  the  eanse  of  its  yiehlini;  n^it,  in  thai 
it  jMrsgfSsoA  a  natural  monopoly;  the  quimlity  of  land,  ai 
favourably  eii-ennigtani-ed  as  it£elf,  not  being  sufiiciunt  U 
sujiply  the  market.     Tliew:'  propnsilions  (ronKtilutr  the  theorV 
of  rent,  laid  down  hyUieardo;  and  it  tlivy  nrv  tnie,  Ica&i 
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see  liiat  it  Bigtiifiiis  iniu-h  wliutlier  the  rent  which  the  land 
yields  at  the  {)ro;Bent  time,  is  gifatcr  ov  leaa  than  the  iitterurit 
of  the  (.■n]>ltal  wliieli  has  been  laid  out  to  raise  its  valae, 
together  with  tlie  iiituitwt  of  tlie  <;n|utal  which  has  hut^-n  hiid 
out  to  lower  its  viilxjc* 


*  la  R  more  rcin-nl  wurk,  c-ntitlcil  "Ttic  Pnet,  (lie  Prrjsiui,  nml  llie  Futtire," 
ukt-fl  uuoitM-r  ^Tmiiii]  uf  i>l>jivtJon  to  tla'  Ilii;urd(>  tlit>orr  at  umiI, 
bal  in  point  o(  h>Hnr\c»\  Ikct,  lh«  lands  linil  bi'uuxtit  tmiliT  cultirMttuii 
are  ool  tbo  ni<wt  rvitilc,  but  the  L«rrL-ii  luiiiK  "  Wi>  Sod  the  svtilcr  inriuiablj 
occupying  the  liigh  and  ihln  tuiUi  requiring  little  clraring  and  do  dnina^; 
tbow  which  can  yietJ  but  a  small  ictura  to  labour;  and  aa  inrariabl^  IrmtrcHiO]; 
down  the  biliw,  amX  vlraritig  and  drniniiii;  tbv  lower  and  nchor  bnitf  ad  popula- 
tion and  Ki'ulth   incrvaM.* Whm  pwpulatian  is  iniall,  and  lan'l  i-onw- 

i|iM-iiily  aliiiiidiint,  tlic  work  of  nilthulion  ix,  and  alwuj-«  nnwl  liv.  i.timiiM'BOnl 
u|>on  tlif  iMHirur  soiU.  Willi  tlif  gmwdi  of  |io])uliitioii  and  wt-altli,  irther  toila 
jieildiii>{  a  Lngcr  n>turii  tu  latiuur  are  alKa>!<  bniu;;^u  inUt  netivity,  with  a  con- 
nantly  lucre&iitif;  return  to  the  laboui- cipL-bdMl  iip^m  tht-UL*'   '■'"  '   '  ^■ 

ll  b  true  itial  die  lonilu  wtilcb  re<|uir«  Ibr  preatt-st  amouDl  of  olcarlDg  anil 
dniitiltig  arc  vcidDtn  tbc  fintt  cnitivalcd:  ii  in  proUUdy  the  fact,  that  in  new 
counttica  calti*at!on  usually  b^inn  on  the  liillx,  and  dntcendt  rrani  lltcw  lo  ti*e 
▼iUm;  and  for  lliid  rcuon  it  ma;  not  uifT«qucntiT  hapixm  (tlion);h  certainly 
DOl  br  any  invariable  law)  that  the  rkbcot  lindtt  rLrnain  lutij^cr  tinoccuplcd  tbnn 
olbeni  which  are  1<^«  naturally  produdive,  cvvn  In  proportion  to  the  muiUor 
amount  of  labour  and  outlay  wliidi  thinr  i-ultiration  rpf(iiir«s.  Mr.  (%rvy,  how- 
vrer,  will  Imrdly  prvtrnd  tbat  in  any  uld  comilry  llip  uncullivatc'd  landa  arv 
gen^ially  tU>M*  wbich  wiMild  pav  Ix'-'t  fur  cullivalinn.  Hut  leL  im  t^rca  vouMsIr 
the  point,  and  Ruppoee  with  Mr.  c'oroy  that  the  proKnaa  of  cullivation  I*  ap- 
wardjs  from  llic  bArrcn  to  ibf  fortilv  lnn<]«,  ool  downwards,  from  tlie  fertile  to 
the  bAiren:  aiul  that  tlw  wastes  ^for  examplv)  of  En|tland,  Scotland,  and  Ireland 
arc  prccindy  the  portions  of  those  cau»trii-a  whicli  are  destined  herviiftcr  to  be- 
come the  moat  largely  rcmuncratirc  of  tbc  lalwur  employed  on  tbein.  Thla,  it 
will  be  attmilti'd,  b«  DO  triBIng  (i>ni-es.-uou:  but  cien  llijti  would  form  no  nt^eo- 
Uon  to  ihe  liiw  of  rent  a^  kid  down  in  Uii<  im-HPot  chapter.  If  Dartmoor  aud 
Sbap  Fells  arc  mdly  the  nKMl  fertile  land  in  Eimlatid,  when  they  eome  to  be 
cu]tlvat<.*d  ihey  wilt  yield  tlie  liifzbeAt  reni,  and  the  landa  which  at  that  tinkc  will 
pay  no  rent  will  probably  be  the  EdMX  Ijeveln  and  the  Caree  of  (iowrie.  In 
whatever  order  the  landa  come  into  euliivation,  tboae  which  when  eullirated 
yield  the  \i.iL*t  return,  in  pni|it>rlton  to  the  labour  rciiulrcd  for  their  culture,  will 
always  repiilaie  the  priee  of  affrieuhural  pryxluce ;  and  all  other  land^  will  pay 
a  rent  ninply  ei|uival<:Dt  to  tlie  exce««  of  tbeir  produce  over  (lib  mtciiiiutn. 
MThatoTer  unguarded  cxpreMtuns  loaf  hare  been  occasiooaJly  uaed  in  deacribbg 
tlK  law  of  rent,  theijc  two  prupoeitiuns  ore  all  tbat  wan  ever  intended  by  it. 

If  indeed  Mr.  Carey  ctmid  ahow  that  the  return  to  labour  from  the  land, 
^iplcaltaral  skill  and  science  being  supposed  ibv  «anie,  U  not  a  diuiiniflUii|t  rt- 
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Mr.  Carey's  objection,  however,  Iiaa  sotncwlmt  more 
ingcnuitr  thau  the  nrgtimenl6  coiinnutily  iiiut  with  Jipiiiitit 
the  tlieorv  of  rcot ;  a  theoK-m  which  may  be  eatlcil  the  jumt 
asin/>rut/i  of  political  etononiy,  tor  there  »re.  I  hiii  ini^Hiu-d 
to  think,  few-  persons  who  have  rcfu&ed  their  assent  to  it 
except  from  not  having;  thoronf;lily  understood  it.  Tlie  Iooko 
Hud  inueoirato  way  in  which  it  is  ot^cn  apprehended  by  thuso 
who  atTt'et  to  refute  it,  is  very  reinarkahle.  Many,  for  in- 
Btanee,  have  imputed  absurdity  to  Mr,  llieardo''B  theor}\ 
hceauBc  it  is  absurd  to  say  that  the  cttUivaiion  of  infcrio: 
land  is  the  cause  of  rent  on  llie  suinrior.  Mr.  Kicardo 
does  not  say  that  it  is  the  cultivation  of  inferior  land,  but 
Wvi  necessity  (/f  cidtivaiing  it^from  the  insuflicieneY  of  the 
fiuperiorland  to  feed  a  growing  population;  between  which 
and  the  prrjposition  imputed  to  lum  there  i»  no  Ic-ss 
difference  than  that  between  denuuid  and  supply.  Others 
again  allege  as  an  objection  aprninst  Kicardo,  that  if  hU 
land  were  of  equal  fertility,  it  might  still  yield  a  rent.  Rut 
Kieardo  Bays  {)rerisely  the  same.  He  eays  that  if  all  hitidfl 
were  eqnully  tertile,  those  which  are  nearer  to  tlicir  market 
than  others,  and  arc  tlierefore  less  burlhened  with  cost  of 
carriage,  would  yield  a  rent  equivalent  to  the  advantage; 
and  that  the  land  yielding  no  rent  would  then  bc^  not  the 
lea^t  fertile,  but  the  Iwuit  ativautngeonsly  situated,  which  the. 
wants  of  tlie  oomuiuuify  requirpd  trt  hn  hn>n<rht  into  cult!' 
vation.  It  is  also  distinctly  a  portion  of  Ri('aivlo'a  d(»etrine, 
that  even  apart  from  ditfei-enees  of  situation,  the  latu)  of  ^| 
country  supposed  to  he  of  uniform  fertility  woiUd,  all  of  it, 
on  a  certain  sup|K>sition,  pay  rent,  namely,  if  the  demand  of 
the  community  required  tliat  it  should  all  he  enltivatcil, 
and  eultivateil  ht^yond  the  point  at  which  a  further  applt*, 
cation  of  capital  begins  lo  be  attended  with  a  smaller  propo 


lum,  be  would  overthrow  a  (iriociple  mtivb  mart  IViatlun^tiut  Uimi  tkny  Ur  uf 
rent.     Bat  id  ihi#  Ik>  lioft  vrliullr  rRilod.     Il  bi  noi  |in'irn<)c<l  )ImI  tht*  natund  bv* 
appUcit  lo  n  very  potIv  «in;ji;  in  llif  clranii)^  ■nil  wUlrtni^nl  of  %  rwintrr ;  uiil  in' 
tlth  >Ugi>  ovXt  linTC  Mr.  Cnrcj'**  oljcctiuitl  auj  rimdow  of  (biinil«tiun  it)  Iho  real 
Order  of  the  Tacts. 


RENT. 

tioual  return.  It  would  be  impoB&ible  tu  bIiow  that,  except 
by  forcible  oxaction,  the  whole  land  of  a  t^uiUrycan  yield  a 
rent  on  any  other  Btippositioii. 

%  6.  After  this  view  of  the  nuturc  and  eauees  of  rent, 
let  UB  turn  hack  t()  the  subjc-t-t  of  pmfirs,  and  briii;;  H]i  for 
reruns ideration  one  of  the  pro|iositious  laid  down  in  the  lust 
chapter.  Wo  tliere  stated^  tliat  tlie  advaucoa  of  the  capi- 
talistf  or  iu  oilier  words,  the  expeufies  of  production,  conaibt 
eolcly  in  wages  of  labour ;  that  whatever  portiuu  of  the 
outlay  is  not  wa^^,  is  previoiiH  pruflt,  and  whatever  is  not 
previous  prutit,  is  waj^-s.  Rent,  hdwcvcr,  bcin^  an  element 
which  it  is  iii)|tosnible  to  rut^olvu  iritii  eitlier  pn)lits  or  wHpj!^ 
we  were  obli^-d,  for  the  moment,  to  at>6ume  that  iJic^capi- 
tatJBt  is  not  required  to  pay  rent — to  give  an  equivalent  for 
thi!  use  of  an  appropriated  natural  a^cnt:  and  I  undertook 
to  show  in  the  proper  place  that  this  is  an  allowable  6U)v 
position,  and  tliat  rent  does  not  really  form  any  part  of  the 
ex[K>nBCf>  of  proihictioii,  or  of  tlic  advances  of  the  rapitalist. 
The  grouode  on  whieb  tliis  assertion  was  made  are  now  a}>- 
parenL  It  is  tnie  that  all  tenant  farmer?,  and  many  other 
classeB  of  producers,  pay  rent.  But  we  have  now  Been,  that 
whoever  culliviitt'e  land,  paying  a  rent  for  it,  gets  in  return 
for  his  rent  an  instrument  of  supmor  power  to  othur  instni- 
mcnts  of  the  same  kind  for  which  no  rent  is  paid.  The 
superiority  of  the  instrument  i:^  in  exact  proportion  to  the 
rent  j^aid  for  it.  If  a  few  p(!r8t>nt^  had  sttmm-engtnee  of 
anperior  power  to  all  others  in  existence,  but  limited  by 
phynieal  laws  to  a  number  sliort  of  the  demand,  the  rent 
which  a  manufacturer  would  be  willing  to  pay  for  one  of 
these  stoam-engineA  rnulrl  not  bo  looked  upon  as  an  addition 
to  his  outlay,  l)ecause  by  the  use  of  it  he  would  nave  in  his 
other  expenses  the  equivalent  of  what  it  cost  him :  without 
it  he  could  not  do  the  same  quantity  of  work,  unless  at  an 
additional  expend  eijual  to  the  n*nt.  The  sam<>  thing  i-^  true 
of  land.  Tlie  real  expenses  of  "production  are  those  incurred 
on  the  worst  land,  or  by  the  capital  cmploved  in  the  least 
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favoarablo  circuniBtancea.  This  lanJ  or  cflpital  pays  as  we 
have  seen,  no  rent:  bat  the  expenses  to  which  it  is  Buhji^t, 
cause  oil  other  Ituid  or  agrleiiltural  capital  to  be  enbjecled 
to  an  equivalent  expense  in  tlie  form  of  r«nt.  Whoever 
duus  pay  rent,  gets  back  its  full  value  in  extra  advantages^ 
and  the  rent  wliich  he  pays  docs  not  place  him  in  a  wonw 
]K>aiti(tn  tlian,  but  only  in  the  same  po&ition  at),  his  fellow- 
producer  who  pays  no  rent,  but  whuse  instniinbnt  is  one  of 
inferior  efficiency. 

We  have  now  completed  the  exposition  of  the  laws  whifh 
regulate  the  didtribntion  of  tlic  produce  of  land,  labour,  and 
capital,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  diecusu  those  laws  independ- 
ently of  the  instrumentality  by  -which  in  a  civilijecd  society 
the  distrilmtion  ia  effected  ;  tlic  maehinery  of  Kxthange  and 
Price.  The  more  complete  elucidation  and  tinal  confirma- 
tion of  the  la\v8  which  we  have  laid  down,  and  the  deduction 
of  their  most  important  conseqiiencfttt,  munt  l»e  preceded  Viy 
an  explanation  of  the  nature  and  working  of  that  marhint-ry 
— a  Bubjcct  so  extensive  and  complicated  as  to  require  a 
separate  Book. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


OF  VALOB. 


1.  Thk  subjiX't  on  wliifli  we  arc  now  Bboiit  to  enter 
fills  so  important  und  conspicuous  a  position  in  political 
economy,  that  in  tlio  ap]n'uli«nmon  of  Borae  tliinkcrs  ita 
boundjiries  coriloimd  tlieuiselvL-s  willi  thosi*  of  tlie  science 
itst^lf.  One  eminent  writer  has  proposed  as  a  niirac  for 
Political  Kconnmy,  "  Catnllarticft, "  or  tlie  wienco  of  ex- 
changes :  hy  others  it  hius  heon  trailed  tlic  Science  of  ValuM. 
If  these  donondnationrt  had  appeared  to  mo  hijrically  mrret^t, 
I  must  liavc  placed  tlie  dincuiiiiioti  of  the  Glementary  lawi^  of 
valne  at  the  cotnnienfement  of  our  enquiry,  instead  of  post- 
jwnin^  it  to  the  Tliinl  Part ;  and  the  posajliilily  of  no  long 
defetTing  it  is  ahine  a  siifHcicnt  proof  that  tlii»  view  of  the 
nature  of  Political  Economy  is  too  c^onfined.  It  is  true  that 
in  the  preceding  Books  we  have  not  eseaj»ed  llie  necessity  of 
anticipntiiig  sorao  small  portion  of  tlie  theory  of  Value,  espo- 
cinllr  aa  to  the  value  of  lahour  and  of  land.     It  U  ncvertlie- 

* 

less  evident,  that  of  the  two  preat  departments  of  PoHtiejil 
Economy,  the  production  of  wealth  and  its  distrihiition,  the 
(KHuidcratton  of  Value  has  to  do  witli  the  latter  alone ;  and 


witb  that,otily  Eofar  ft8coiii|io1it:ion,ancl  not  asagc  or  eustom. 
is  the  diritributiiig  a^t;ncy.  Tlic  conditioDft  and  luvvg  of  [>«>- 
dncHon  would  be  tbe  Baine  as  they  are,  if  the  arraugeuieiit« 
rtf  society  did  not  depend  on  Exchange,  or  did  not  admit  of 
il.  Even  in  llio  presfnt  Bystpin  of  industrial  life,  in  which 
crapht}'nieDt«  arc  minntoly  subdindcd,  and  all  concerned  in 
prodiu:ti<>n  depend  for  their  rcnitinerntion  on  t)ie  jiricc  of 
a  pHrti<'nlur  coniinodity,  exchiiiige  its  not  the  fnntlamcntal 
law  of  the  distribution  of  tiie  produce,  no  more  than  roads 
and  carriaiifa  are  the  eji^ential  laws  of  moHon,  hut  Tnerely  a 
part  of  the  machinery  for  eUecting  it.  To  confound  thfjo 
idcaSf  seeniK  to  mo,  not  only  a  logical,  but  a  practical  blander. 
It  16  a  case  of  the  error  loo  common  in  political  economy,  of 
not  di«tiM|riiishin^  between  necessities  arising  from  the  na- 
ture of  tUiiigB,  and  tlioso  created  by  cjocial  arrau^inc^utH :  an 
error,  which  appears  to  nie  to  bo  at  all  times  pri>dncinfr  two 
opposite  niischiets ;  on  the  one  hand,  cauf*ing  political  ecott- 
0 mists  to  class  the  merely  temprtriiry  trutlis  of  tlieir  sabjcct 
amonfi;  its  permanent  and  universal  laws :  and  on  the  other, 
leailing  nniny  persons  to  mistake  the  permanent  laws  of  pro- 
duction (such  as  tiiose  on  which  the  necessity  is  grounded  of 
restraining  population)  for  tem(H>rary  accidents  arising  from 
tlie  existing  coutftitutiun  of  siMMcly — which  those  who  would 
frame  a  new  system  of  s»>ciul  arrangements,  arc  at  liberty  to 
disr<^ard. 

In  a  state  of  society,  howerer,  in  which  the  iudui.trial 
system  is  entirely  founded  on  purchase  and  eaic,  each  indi- 
vidual, for  the  most  part,  living  not  on  things  in  the  pro- 
duftion  of  whieli  he  himwlf  bears  a  part,  hut  on  thiuga  ob- 
tuined  by  a  double  exehoHgo,  a  sale  followed  by  a  purchase 
— the  question  of  Value  ia  fundamental.  Almost  every 
speculation  respecting  the  economical  intcrcfits  of  a  society 
tJiufl  eonslitnti!d^  implies  some  theory  of  Value:  thesmallM 
error  on  that  subject  infects  with  com'sjKHiding  error  all  om 
other  eonchisions ;  and  anything  vaguo  or  mirfy  in  our  con- 
ception of  it,  creates  confusion  ami  uncertainly  in  KvOry. 
tiling  else.     Ilnppily,  there  is  notlung  in  the  tan's  of  Vali 
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which  remains  for  tic  present  or  xay  tature  writer  to  clear 
dp ;  the  theory  of  the  subject  ie  complete :  the  only  dif- 
ficulty to  be  overcome  ib  tlmt  of  so  stating  it  rb  to  8*»Ive  by 
liutifipatiou  the  chief  perplexities  wUieh  occur  in  applying 
it :  and  to  do  this,  some  minuteness  of  e^i^Kieitioii,  and  cun- 
eitlerable  detnande  on  the  patience  of  the  reader,  are  nu- 
avoidable,  lie  will  be  amply  repaid,  however,  (if  a  stranger 
to  these  inqniries)  by  the  case  and  rapidity  with  which  a 
thorough  understanding  of  this  eubject  will  enable  hiui  tn 
fathom  most  of  the  remaining  questions  of  political  economy. 

§  2.  AVe  must  begin  by  settling  our  phraseology.  Adnra 
Smith,  in  a  pati;4:ige  ul^en  ipiotcd,  has  touched  upon  thd  most 
obvious  ambiguity  of  the  wui"d  value;  which,  in  one  of  its 
6etUM«,  signifies  usefuluesa,  in  anotlier,  liower_of  jmrclmsing; 
in  his  own  language,!  vallSfc  in  usc)ftndivalue  in  exchange.^ 
But  (!i8  Mr.  I)e  (iuinccy  has  remarked)  in  illnetrattng  this 
double  meaning,  Adam  Smith  has  himself  fallen  into  another 
ambiguity.     Things  (he  Bays)  which  liave  the  greatest  value 


vulueV 
ich  i&/] 


in  use  have  often  little  or  no  value  in  exchange ;  whic! 
true,  since  that  which  can  be  obtained  without  lulH>ur  or    / 
eacritice  will  command  no  price,  however  useful  or  ncodfnl 
it  may  be.     But  he  proceeds  to  add,   tlmt  things  which\ 
have  the  greatest  vahie  in  exchange,  as  ft  diamond  for  ex-/ 
ample,  nmy  have  little  or  no  value  in  uso.      Tliis  is  em,' 
ploying  the  word  use,  not  in  the  seusc  in  which  political 
economy  *  is  concerned  with  it,  but  in  that  other  sense  in 
which^ttse  is  oppoaed  to_  ploaBure.    Political  economy  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  comparative  estimation  of  different 
U!«s  in  (lie  judgment  of  a  pliiiosophcr  or  of  a  moralist.     The 
w&a  of  a  thing,  in  political  economy,  means  its  capacity  to 
satisfy  a  desire,  or  serve  a  purpose.     Diamonds  have  this 
capacity  in  a  high  d^jree,  aiul  unless  they  had  it,  would 
not  bear  any  price.     Value  in  use,  or  as  Mr.  De  Qninccy 
calls  it,  ieleolft^c  value,  is  the  extreme  limit  of  value  in 
exchange.     The  exchange  value  of  a  thing  may  fall  short,  to 
any  amount,  of  its  value  in  use ;  but  that  it  can  ever  exceed 
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tlio  valnc  in  iisc^  iuiplics  a  contradiction;  it  BUpposcs  ttmt 
pereouB  will  give,  to  possess  a  thing,  more  than  the  ulraoat 
va]ue  wiiich  tiicy  tlittniaelvos  pnt  upon  it,  as  a  means  of 
gratifying  tlieir  iiiclinatinQ6. 

Tiie  woni  Value,  when  nsed  without  adjunct,  always 
means,  in  political  ccoinony,  value  in  cxchango ;  or  as  it  has 
been  called  hy  Adam  Smith  and  his  successors,  exchangealile 
ruluc,  a  pLroso  wliicli  no  amount  ot*  autborily  that  can  l»e 
quoted  for  it  can  uiake  other  tliaii  bad  Engtiiih.  Mr.  De 
Quincey  mil>stitutc8  the  term  Exchange  Value,  which  i«  nn- 
cxccptiouahle. 

Exchange  value  requircB  to  be  distinguiBhwI  from  Price. 
The  tv'onls  Value  and  Price  were  used  as  gynonymous  by  tlld 
early  p4jliticnl  economists,  and  arc  nut  always  discriniinati-d 
even  by  Kicardo.  But  the  most  ac-curatc  inoduni  writers, 
tu  avoid  tito  wasteful  expenditure  of  two  good  scientific  temu 
on  a  single  idea.  Iiavc  oniplnycil  Price  to  express  the  value  of 
a  thing  in  relation  to  money ;  the  quajitity  of  money  for 
which  it  will  cxchango.  By  the  price  of  a  tlun^t  therefure^ 
wc  sliall  henceforth  undci-stnud  its  value  in  money ;  by  the 
value,  or  excliuugu  value  of  a  thing,  its  ptnieral  jiowcr  iif 
I>urehasijig;  the  conunand  -which  its  possession  gives  oxw 
pun:baseablc  cuimiioditii^  in  general. 


§  3.  But  here  a  fresh  demand  for  explanation  proiient« 
itself.  What  is  meant  by  comiuaiid  over  commodities  in 
general  i  The  same  thing  exchanges  for  a  greater  quantity 
of  some  cominoditiee,  and  for  a  very  small  quantity  of  utherft. 
A  suit  of  clothes  cxchangea  for  a  great  quautity  of  broad, 
and  for  a  very  small  qnantity  of  preciou»i  stones.  The  value 
of  a  thing  in  exchange  for  some  eommoditios  may  l>e  rising, 
for  otliers  falling.  A  coal  may  exchango  for  less  bread  ibb 
year  than  last,  if  the  harvest  has  been  had,  but  fur  more  gUw 
or  iron,  if  a  tax  has  been  tnken  off  those  commoditiee,  or  an 
improvement  made  in  their  manufacture.  Has  the  value  of 
the  coat,  under  therio  cin-umstances,  fnllon  or  risen  ?  It  i« 
imi)us8ible  to  say:  all  that  can  be  said  is,  tliat  it  has  laUea 
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in  rolalion  to  oiio  thing,  and  riacn  in  respect  to  another. 
But  there  is  another  case,  in  whioh  no  one  would  liarc  any 
hesitation  Jn  sityiti«;  Nvliut  sort  of  chun^ro  had  lakfii  placu 
in  the  vuhii;  ul'  the  euut :  namely,  if  tliu  ruuttt:  in  wliit-li  tJtu 
disturbance  of  exeliange  values  originutcd,  was  something 
directly  aftiNTtin;;  tiie  eout  itr^elf,  ajid  nut  tbe.  bread,  or  the 
gtugs.  Suppose,  for  example,  tliat  an  invention  lia<i  been 
made  in  machinery,  by  wliieh  broadcloth  could  lie  woven  at 
half  tlic  former  cost.  Tlie  effect  of  tins  would  be  to  lower 
the  value  of  a  coat,  and  if  luweretl  by  tbis  cause,  it  would 
he  lowered  not  in  relation  to  bread  only  or  to  gla^  only^ 
but  to  all  pureha&eable  thinfTs,  except  &ucb  as  happened  to 
be  alfet-led  at  the  very  time  by  a  similar  depre^ing  c-auKC. 

IAVe  should  tberefore  say,  that  there  bad  been  a  fall  in  the  ex- 
change value  or  general  ])ur(rhasing  power  of  a  eoat.  The 
idea  of  general  excliaiige  value  origiuatctt  in  the  fact,  that  there 
really  are  eiitisu^s  which  tend  to  alter  the  value  of  a  tbing  in 
exchange  for  thiugi* generally,  that  i»,  for  all  ihinga  wldcli  are  | 
not  tbemselvco  acted  upon  by  causes  of  similar  tendency.  ' 
^  In  considering  oxelmnge  value  hcientifically,  it  h  oxpo- 

1    dient  to  abeUract  from  it  all  causes  except  those  whidi 

<    originate  in  the  very  cunimodity  under  consideration.     Tliofie 
wliicli  originate  in  tbo  rornuuMlltieB  witli  wbicb  we  compare 
(    it,  affect  its  value  in  relation   to  those  (W)mmodi(ies;   but 
I   those  which  originate  in  itself,  affisrt  its  value  in  relation 
.    all  coniiuoditieg.     In  order  the  more  completely  to  contino' 
our  attention  lo  tliese  laat.  it  is  convenient  to  assume  tliat  all 
'    commodities  bnt  the  one  in  <i»c9tinn  renuiin  invariable  in 
^    their  relative  values.     When  we  are  considering  the  causea 
which  raise  or  lower  the  value  of  coru,  we  enpposo  that 
woollens,  silks,  cutlery,  sugar,  timber,  &c.,  while  varying  in 
their  power  of  purehaaing  com,  remain  constant  in  tbe  pro- 
portions in  which  they  oxcJiauge  for  one  another.     On  lliia 
a«Auniptinn,  any  one  of  them  may  be  taken  as  a  represent- 
ative of  all  the  rest ;  since  in  whatever  manner  com  varies  in 
value  witli  rcsp^Htt  to  any  oue  commodity,  it  varies  in  the 
aauic  manner  and  d'.rgroo  with  re8pe<:t  to  every  othor ;  and 
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Uio  upward  or  downwtird  movement  of  lU  value  estimated 
ill  Bome  oue  tliiiii;)  is  all  that  needs  bti  coiisidernl.  Ite 
money  vftlue,  therefore,  or  price,  will  represent  as  well  as 
anythiug  else  it«  general  exchanti^e  value,  or  purt'hafiin^ 
power;  and  from  an  obviouB  uoiivenieuce,  will  ol'len  he 
employed  by  iis  in  that  repri**jntative  cliarac^ter;  with 
the  provlho  that  money  iteolt*  tlo  not  vary  in  its  gcucral 
purcboS'ing  power,  but  tliat  the  |)rices  of  all  thingii,  other 
than  that  which  we  h&ppen  to  be  couKtdcring,  reiuaiu 
unaltered. 


§  4.    The  diHiinetion  between  Value  and  Price,  as  we 
have  now  defined  thom»  k  so  obvious,  as  scarcely  to  seem  in 
nee^l  of  any  illustration.     But  in    political    economy  the 
greatest  error*  ai'isc  from  overlooking  the  most  obvious 
tnithit.     Simple  ait  this  distinction  is,  it  has  eoneeqaenees 
with  whii'h  a  readt^r  unacquainted  with  tlieaubject  would  do 
well  to  begin  early  by  making  himHelf  thoi-oughly  ramillar. 
The  following:  is  one  of  the  principal.     There  is  foeh  a  thingj  L 
as  a  general  riw  of  prices.     All  comm()Jilics  may  rise  U/j 
their  money  priee.      Put  there  cannot  be  a  general  nee  on/<v 
values.      It  ia  a  contradiction  in  ferrnB.     A  can  only  nM>  jq| 
value  by  exchanghig  for  a  greater  quantity  of  B  and  C ;  in 
which  caK'  these  must  exchanj^  for  a  smallor  quantity  of  A, 
All  things  cannot  ri^e  relatively  to  one  another.    If  one-half  \ 
of  tl»e  commodities  in  the  market  rise  in  exchange  value,  tho,i 
very  terms  imply  a  Ikll  of  the  other  half;  and  rcciprowdly, 
the  foil  implies  a  rise.    Things  which  are  exchanged  for  one 
another  can  no  more  all  fall,  or  all  rise,  than  a  dozen  runnere 
can  (.-ach  outrun  uU  the  rest,  or  a  hundred  trees  all  overtop 
one  anotlier.     Sirni>le  as  tlu8  Inith  is,  we  Bhall  })reecntly 
seo  that  it  is  lost  sight  of  in  some  of  the  most  accroditctl 
doctrines  both  of  theorists  and  of  what  are  called  practital 
men.     And  as  a  first  gptN-imcn,  we  may  instance  the  i^reat 
imi>ortanco  attached  in  the  imagination  of  most  people  to  a 
rise  or  fall  of  general  "pnucs.    Bwausw  when  the  price  of 
any  one  coTn  mcxWty  r\s^&,  tV  cwtwwxtxwvot  x^w^X-^  \T^w«NRfc 
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a  nse  of  its  vnliie,  people  have  an  indistinct  feeling  when  all 
prices  riee,  ae,  if  all  thinga  Bimiiltaiie^iugl^r  had  risen  in  valnc, 
and  all  the  jioi-iiBsora  had  become  onrichctd.  That  the 
money  i>ric*.'s  of  all  tilings  Fliimld  riee  or  falK  provided 
tliev  nil  rise  or  fall  cqnallj,  is  in  iteclf,  and  apart  from  ex- 
isting eontrncte,  of  no  rflnficqnence.  It  affects  nobod}'*8 
wage«,  proflta,  or  rent.  Every  one  getii  more  money  in  the 
one  case  and  loss  in  the  other ;  hut  of  all  that  is  to  be  bought 
with  money  tliey  pet  neither  more  nor  lei^s  tlian  lK.'fnre.  It 
makes  no  other  ditt'ercuce  than  that  of  nt>iiig  more  or  tewcr 
counters  to  reckon  by.  The  only  thing  which  in  this  case  is 
really  altered  in  value  h  money  ;  and  the  only  persons  who 
either  gain  or  lose  are  the  holders  of  money,  or  those  who 
have  to  receive  or  to  pay  fixed  snms  of  it.  There  is  a  dif- 
ference to  annnitants  and  to  creditors  tlic  one  way,  and  to 
those  who  are  bnrthcned  with  annuities,  or  with  debts,  the 
contrary  way.  There  ib  a  disturbance,  in  sliort,  of  tixe<l 
money  contracts ;  and  this  is  an  evil,  whether  it  takes  p1a<-'e 
in  the  debtor's  favour  or  in  llio  creditor's.  But  as  to  future 
transactions  there  is  no  difference  to  any  one.  Let  it  there- 
fore be  remendKTcd  (and  occasions  will  oflen  aric*c  fur  calling 
it  to  mind)  that  a  general  rise  or  a  general  fall  of  values 
is  a  contradiction  ;  and  thai  a  geut-ral  rise  or  a  general  fall 
of  prices  is  merely  tantamount  to  an  alteration  in  the  value 
of  money,  and  is  a  matter  of  complete  indifference,  save  in  so 
far  as  it  affeKs  existing  contracts  for  receiving  and  paying 
fixed  pecuniary  amounts. 


§  fi.  Before  commencing  the  inquiry  into  the  laws  of 
vivlne  and  price,  I  have  one  fiirther  observation  to  make 
I  must  give  warning,  once  for  all,  that  the  cases  I  contom- 
phite  are  tho«e  in  which  vuluea  and  prices  arc  determined 
by  competition  alone.  In  so  far  only  as  they  are  thus  d< 
termiuud,  can  they  bo  reduced  to  any  asignable  law.  The 
buyers  must  be  suiipneed  as  studious  to  bny  cheap,  as  the 
Bpllere  to  eell  dear.  The  valuca  and  prices,  tUcr^t^wi^  ^ 
which  oar  conelueiona  ftp^Ay,  arc  TOCTWNrt^l'^fe  -s^xw*  ■keA. 
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prices ;  euoli  prlt^es  as  are  qnotcd  iu  price-cnrrcnts ;  priL-oa; 
in  tlio  ^vholesule  nmrkete,  in  Aviiicli  biiyiii';  as  well  aa  Bulling 
IB  a  niiitler  ut*  lititiinutiH ;  in  wliicli  tljt:  buyers  tiike  paiuA  to 
know,  juitl  generally  do  kiiow,  tlie  lowest  price  at  which  ui 
article  of  a  given  quality  eaii  lie  obtained ;  and  iu  wliich, 
tlicrefore,  the  axiom  is  ti'iie,  that  there  cannot  b«  for  tjio 
game  article,  of  the  aanie  quality,  two  prices  in  the  aamis 
market.  Our  propoeitiona  will  be  true  in  a  mueb  more 
qnalified.  scubg,  of  retail  prices ;  the  prices  paid  in  sltopti  for 
artieleh  of  |)en^oual  conguniption.  For  »ueh  things  there 
often  are  not  merely  two,  but  many  prices,  in  ditfert-nt 
shops,  or  even  in  the  same  R]ii>p;  habit  and  uceidcnt  Imving 
afl  much  to  do  iu  the  matter  as  general  cunset*.  I'tirchusus 
for  private  use,  oven  by  people  in  businesR,  are  n**!  ulwnyis 
made  on  bu^inc»«  priuciplu^  :  the  feelings  which  couie  into 
play  in  the  operation  of  f^ttin^  and  in  tliat  of  Kjieudiiij^ 
tJieir  income,  are  often  extremely  different.  Either  from 
uidolence,  or  caJclessiiusB,  or  l)eeansc  people  thiuk  it  tine  to 
pay  and  ask  no  questions,  three-fourthe  of  tliose  \vho  can 
allbni  it  yive  much  lilgiier  prices  tlian  neeeesary  for  the 
things  they  consume  ;  while  the  puor  ofcen  do  the  same 
from  if^ioranee  and  defect  of  judgment,  want  of  time  for 
searching  and  making  inquiry,  and  not  nnfrcqucntly  from 
coercion,  open  or  disguised.  For  these  reaaoni*,  retail  prices 
do  not  follow  with  all  tlie  rc^nlanty  which  mlglit  be  ex- 
pected, the  aellon.  of  the  cunscs  which  determine  whole- 
ealo  prices.  The  influence  of  those  cauAeti  is  ultimately  felt 
in  the  retail  markets,  and  is  the  real  source  of  sach  vaiia- 
tiouB  in  retail  prices  as  are  of  a  general  aud  permanent 
character.  Bnt  there  is  no  regnlar  or  exact  correspondence. 
Shoes  of  equally  good  quality  are  sold  in  ditl'erent  hho|i»»  at 
prices  which  difler  considerably ;  and  the  price  of  leather 
may  fall  without  caunluf^  the  richer  cIobs  of  hnyrrs  to  pay 
less  for  shoes.  Xevoi-theless,  shoes  do  nitmclinies  fall  in 
price ;  and  when  they  do,  the  cansc  is  always  6OD10  such 
general  circumstance  as  the  cheapening  <tf  leallntr :  and 
wlien  leather  le  ehea[>eued,  even  it'  no  ditference  shows  it- 


erif  in  eliope  frequented  l>y  rich  |>ei>ple,  the  artie>an  and  tlio 
labourer  pouemlly  get  their  shoei  cheaper,  and  thtnT  is  a 
visihle  diiuiiititiun  in  tlie  contract  prices  at  whieli  s\nn't.  arc 
deb'vcrcd  for  the  supply  of  a  workliouso  or  of  a  regiiuent. 
In  all  rciifonini;  abont  pnccjf,  llie  proviso  nnmt  be  under- 
stood, '•  supposing  all  parties  to  take  eare  of  their  own  in- 
tfirest.**  Inattention  to  these  ciiatiaetionB  hae  led  to  im- 
proper applications  of  tlie  abstract  priaeiplea  of  potitlcAl 
economy,  and  still  oftcner  to  au  undue  discrediting  of  tlioee 
principles,  through  Uietr  beiujf  compared  with  a  different 
sort  of  fiuits  from  those  which  they  contemplate,  or  which 
can  fairly  be  expected  to  accord  with  them. 


CHAPTER  II. 

OF  DEMAM)  AND  SUPPLV,  IK  TUEIR  UELATIOX  TO 
VALDE. 

§  1.  That  a  tUiw^  may  Imve  any  value  in  exrliango, 
I  two  conditions  are  nL-ce8s.ary.  It  must  be  of  some  use  ;  that 
IB  ja»  ulreiniy  L';s])laiiUH))  jt  must  eonrtnoft  tu  wtme  purpose, 
satisfy  suinu  dosin;.  No  one  will  ]»ay  a  ]irict%  or  jmrt  witJi 
I  anytliinj^  wlii<'li  wirves  Rome  of  lu«  pur]K)ae6^^  to  otitalu  a 
tlnn^  wiiicli  senes  noiio  of  fliein.  Biif j(^'t-ondl^ the  thiiijf 
must  not  only  havu  jiuinc  iitJIilv.  there  iiiusi  ako  be  some 
•^  difflcuUv  ill  i|a  itttinK^iJ^Mi  "Any  article  whatever,"  rays 
Jlr.  De  Qiiiijcey,*  "  to  ohtain  that  artifiirial  b(jrt  of  vaha* 
which  is  meant  by  exchange  yaliie,  must  begin  by  offering 
itaclf  OK  a  moans  to  some  deAirablo  purpose;  and  secondly, 
even  tlioiigh  possci^ing  incontcstably  this  prelitninory  ad- 
vantage, it  will  iierer  a^cen*!  to  an  exchange  value  iu  cases 
where  it  ran  he  obtained  p-atliitoit^ly  and  without  effort: 
of  which  last  ternie  both  are  necessarj-  as  liniitatiotia.  For 
oHcn  it  will  happen  that  botiie  desirable  object  may  Im^  oh- 
rained  jarratuilously  ;  stoop,  and  you  gather  it  at  your  feet; 
but  Rtill,  l>ee:in)<e  the  eoiitiinied  iteration  of  tlii.s  stooping 
exacts  a  laborious  effort,  very  soon  it  is  found,  tiiat  to 
gatlier  for  yourself  rirluully  ifl  not  gratuitous.  In  the  Tast 
forests  of  the  Canadns,  at  interrals,  wild  strawberries  may 
be  gratuitoubly  gatlicred  by  bhi]doada:  yet  sneh  is  tbo  ex- 
haustion of  a  Ktoitpiiig  potitiire,  and  of  a  labour  mi  monot- 
onous, that  everybody  is  soon  glad  to  resign  the  sernoe 
into  mercenarv  hands." 


•    /iirwfic  nf  Potittcal  Krfmnmift  |i.   13. 


DRMAVD   AND  BUWLY. 


545 


Afi  was  pointed  out  in  the  lost  chapter,  the  utility  of  a 
thing  in  the  ei^tiumtioii  of  tlie  pnrcliawr,  is  tlio  extreme  lim- 
it of  its  exi'httii^e  vahic :  hi2;lier  the  value  eauiiut  aBcoiid  ; 
jweuliar  cireuinetant^es  are  rt'tiiiired  to  mine  it  so  liijjli. 
Thiw  tupir  ir^  Ii:ippily  ilitibtrutcd  bv  Mr.  Dc  Quinrfv.  "Wnllc 
into  ntmo&t  any  poesiblo  shop,  buy  the  6ri*t  articlt;  you  aee  ; 
what  will  determiue  its  price  f  In  the  urncty-iiine  cases 
out  of  a  liuiidrcd,  simply  tliv  element  I) — dilticulty  of  at- 
tainment Tlie  other  element  U,  or  intrinsic  utility,  will 
ho  perleetly  inoperative.  Let  the  thini;  (nteasiired  hy  its 
nws)  be,  for  your  purposes,  worth  ten  guineas,  bo  (hat  you 
would  rather  give  ten  piineait  than  lose  it;  yet,  IT  the  diffi- 
culty of  jiroducing  it  be  only  worth  one  ^inea,  one  piinra 
ia  the  priire  which  it  will  bear.  But  still  not  .the  less,  though 
U  i-i  inojKsrative.  can  U  be  fiuppoeed  abaent?  By  no  pos- 
fiibility  ;  for,  if  it  /imf  been  ab&cnt.  ii68.ui-edly  you  would  not 
liaro  bought  the  article  even  nt  the  lowest  price.  U  acta 
upon  t/ont  though  it  doen  not  act  u{>on  the  price.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  the  hundredth  cose,  we  will  suppose  the  eir- 
cumstances  revurited  :  you  arc  on  Ijike  Superior  in  a  eteam- 

C~  boat,  Tniikini;  your  way  to  an  unsettled  region  800  miles 
•-head  of  civilization,  and  consciously  with  no  chance  at  nil 
of  purchttniu^  any  luxury  whatsoever,  little  luxury  or  big 
luxuiT,  fur  the  space  often  years  to  come.  One  fellow-paa- 
senjrer,  whom  you  will  part  %\-ith  before  sunsel,  lia«  a  jjower- 
fnl  niuwe^l  ^uuH-hox ;  knowings  by  experience  the  power 
(prf  such  a  toy  over  your  own  fceliuf^s,  the  magic  with  which 
ftt  timea  it  IuIIh  your  9i;;itations  uf  mind,  you  ore  vehemently 
tlesirous  to  purchtise  St.  In  the  honr  of  leaving  London 
you  had  fori^t  lo  do  8<> ;  hero  is  a  tinal  chance.  But  the 
owner,  aware  of  your  situation  not  less  than  yourself,  ia 
determined  to  operate  by  a  btrain  pushed  to  the  very  utter- 
most upon  U,  upon  the  intrinsic  work  of  the  article  in  your 
individual  estimate  for  your  individual  purposes.  lie  will 
*  not  liear  of  D  m  any  controlling-  power  or  nntigatiug  ajroncy 
in  the  case ;  and  finally,  althongh  at  six  guineas  a-pieoe  in 
London  or  Paris  you  might  liave  loaded  a  waggon  with 
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Biicli  boxes,  ytm  puy  sixty  ratlicr  than  lose  it  when  UieUet 
kiiull  of  llic  clock  ime  &ouiuled»  which  suninioiis  yon  lo  Imy 
now  or  to  forfeit  forcvLT.  Uure,  as  before,  only  one  element 
ifl  oijorativc :  belorc  it  wbs  D,  now  it  ia  IT.  But  siftor  nil, 
D  was  not  alwent,  tlmujjh  inupunitivo.  The  inerlne^h  of  L> 
allowed  U  to  put  forth  Iti^  totui  eilect.  The  ]iniclica1  com- 
prc^ion  of  D  beinj;  withilniwn,  U  springy  up  like  water  in 
H  puiii(>  wlu;n  rek'iuicd  fnjui  thi;  pivssure  of  air.  ^'et  aril) 
that  D  wa#  present  to  your  tbouf^kta,  though  the  price  Wft» 
otherwise  rcpulntpjl,  is  evident;  both  because  U  ami  D 
nni8t  coexist  ia  oi*der  to  found  any  raw)  of  exchange  value 
wliHtev(.T,  jinil  beeaufte  undeniably  you  take  into  very  par- 
ticular consideration  this  D,  the  extreme  difficulty  of  attiiiit- 
mcnt  (which  hero  is  the  greatest  potwible,  viz.  an  impocal- 
bility)  before  you  consent  to  have  the  price  racked  np  to  U. 
The  special  I>  has  vanished;  bat  it  is  replaced  in  your 
.  thou<;btd  by  an  unlimited  D.  Undoubtedly  you  have  snb- 
mittcd  to  U  in  exlruniity  a8  lht»  n^^uhiling  fon-u  of  the 
price ;  bnt  it  was  under  a  sense  of  D's  latent  presenco.  Vet 
D  ifi  M>  far  from  exertin/x  any  po.^ifive  fnrci?,  tliat  tho  retire- 
ment uf  D  fhun  all  agency  whatever  on  the  price — tlii*  it  i* 
which  creuteM  an  it  were  a  perfect  Tscnnm,  and  through  that 
vacuum  U  rushes  up  to  its  hiprhcst  and  ultinnite  praddtion." 
Tliis  case,  in  whicli  the  value  i^  wholly  rcgnlated  by  tllo 
noccBsitieit  or  deaires  of  the  purchaser,  a  the  case  of  strict 
and  absolute  monopoly;  in  whicli,  the  article  desired  being 
only  ohtainablL-  fi-om  one  persou,  he  can  exairl  any  »j»iva- 
lent,  short  of  the  point  at  which  no  xtnit-haser  could  l>o 
found.  Itnt  it  in  not  a  necesAar)*  (H>ngec)uem'e,  even  of  com- 
plete monopoly,  tlmt  the  value  fihould  be  tbreed  up  to  tliis 
nltimato  limit :  as  will  be  seen  when  we  hnvu  oonfiidered 
the  law  of  valne  in  so  far  as  dei>eudinfjr  on  tho  other  ulc> 
uient,  diOicnlty  of  attainment. 


§  2.    The  difficulty  of  attainment   which  determinea  - 
valne,  Ih  not  always  the  same  kind  of  difficulty.     It  some* 
timce  cousiBts  in  an  alisolutc   liniilation  of   the  supply. 
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There  are  tliin;^  of  which  it  is  pbyaically  iuipoB8ib]e>  to  iii- 
i-i-ea»e  ihu  qnantity  beyond  certain  narrow  limits.  Such  ure 
ihose  witit*  wliieh  can  be  jrrown  only  in  jiefuUur  circura- 
sLancvri  of  soil,  oliinate^  and  uxjMwuri",  Such  al)*o  are  an- 
cient scnlptnrce ;  pictures  by  the  old  uiaators ;  i*are  books 
or  coiiiB,  or  other  arti(rle«  of  antiquarian  curiosity.  Among 
Bueh  may  also  be  reciioHed  hou^iCt;  and  building-^ round,  in 
a  town  of  definite  extent  (sucli  as  Venice,  or  any  fortiHed 
.t*»wn  where  fortitiratimm  are  ueceseary  to  security);  the 
most  desirable  fiitOB  in  any  town  whatever;  houses  and 
parks  peculiarly  favoured  by  natural  beauty,  in  places  wiioro 
that  ttdviuitAgc  is  uneouimun.  Potentially,  all  laud  wliat- 
ever  is  a  connnodity  of  this  class ;  and  might  be  practically 
so,  in  countrieei  fully  occupied  and  cultivated. 

But  tlierc  is  another  category,  (embracing  the  majority 
of  all  tiling  that  are  bought  and  siild,)  in  which  tlic  ob- 
stacle to  attainment  coueists  only  in  the  labour  and  expense 
requisite  to  jiroduce  tlie  coimnodily.  "Without  a  certain  la- 
bour and  expense  it  eannut  be  had  :  but  when  any  one  is 
willing  t*j  incur  these,  there  nce<U  be  no  limit  to  the  multi- 
plication of  the  product.  If  there  were  labourers  enough 
aud  machinery  enough,  c4>ttoh8,  woollcnF,  f>r  linens  miirht  Ik- 
pntflucfd  by  thdutiands  of  yards  iW  every  single  yai-d  n»»w 
manufactured.  There  would  be  a  iwiiit,  im  doubt,  where 
further  increa.-=e  would  he  stoppcil  hy  the  incapacity  of  the 
earlh  U>  atford  mure  of  the  material.  But  there  itt  no  need, 
for  any  purpose  of  political  economy,  to  contemplate  A 
time  when  this  ideal  limit  c<HiId  become  a  practical  one. 
Tlicre  is  a  third  case,  intermediate  between  the  two  pro- 
ceding,  and  rather  more  complex,  wkich  I  shall  at  present 
merely  indicate,  but  tlie  importance  of  whidi  in  fiolitical 
economy  is  extremely  great.  There  are  commodities  which 
can  he  niultipliefl  to  an  indefinite  extent  by  labour  and  ex- 
penditure, hut  not  by  a  lixofl  amount  tif  labiuir  and  expen-^ 
dituro.  Only  a  limited  quantity  can  be  produced  at  a 
given  coat ;  if  more  is  wanted,  it  nmst  be  produced  at  a 
greater  cost.     To  this  clasa,  aa  has  been  ohen  repeated. 
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agricultural  produce  belouj^rs;  and  gcncrallv  all  th«  rnde 
juiidufo  of  tlie  t'urtli ;  and  tliis  peculiarity  h  »  source  of 
Tury  importaut  eonscqucucc^ ;  one  of  wliicli  ift  llie  ncccnity 
of  a  limit  to  poputatiuu ;  atid  another,  tie  jmyincnt  of 
rent. 

§  3.  Tliusi!  Iwin;:  tlit*.  tliree  clftsecs,  in  one  or  utlierof 
wbich  all  tbtugs  that  arc  bought  am)  8old  ntn^t  take  tlieir 
place,  we  ehall  consider  thi5m  in  their  order.  And  first, 
of  thinga  ateolutcly  HniiteJ  in  Quantity,  suv^  as~anci*rnt 
Bcniptiires  or  pictures. 

Of  audi  thiugB  it  i»  commonly  said,  that  their  value  de- 
pends u{K)n  their  scarcity  :  hut  die  expreeaion  is  not  suffi- 
ciently detinito  to  serve  our  purpo^.  Others  say,  with 
Bomewliat  greater  precision,  that  tlie  valne  depends  on  the 
demand  and  the  supply.  Hut  even  this  stntement  requires 
much  explanation,  to  make  it  a  clear  cxpotient  uf  tlic  rela- 
tion between  the  value  of  a  thing,  and  the  causes  of  wliich 
that  value  is  an  effect. 

The  Bupi)ly  of  a  commodity  is  an  intelligible  c\iir<*fi-.ion : 
it  nieanif  the  quantity  offered  for  pale  ;  the  quantity  tliat  is 
to  be  had.  at  a  sp'ven  time  and  plai^,  by  thoBe  who  wihh  to 
purchase  it.  But  what  is  meant  by  the  demand?  Not  the 
mere  desire  for  the  commodity.  A  bi^rgar  may  di^^ire  a 
diamond ;  but  las  desire,  however  great,  will  liave  do  in- 
fluence on  the  price.  Writers  have  therefore  given  a  mare 
limited  aeuea  to  demand,  and  have  defined  it,  the  wisli  to 
possess,  combined  with  tlie  power  of  purchasing.  To  dis- 
tinpiish  deman<l  in  thiu  toclmical  sense,  from  the  demand 
which  is  synonymous  with  desii-c,  they  call  tho  former 
effectual  <]eman<1.*  After  tiiis  explanation,  it  is  usually 
supposed  that  there  remains  no  fhrther  difficulty,  and  that 


*  Aduo  8nlth,  vIk)  inlVoduced  tho  exp«<eMion  "  eflectUftl  (li*ntaitd,''  nnplo^ 

It  to  denote  the  denuwtl  o(  thotc  wbo  tre  wUUog  and  ftblr  to  gt*«  for  tlw  com- 

lufldilj  wlwi  1i«  caIIh  lu  tuLtanI  price,  that  it,  the  price  «hldi  will  toihle  ll  to 

fie  pprmanctrtW  produccil  mA  V(KW^X\oiiiW?k«.^-%W£>i*Awi?«t  wk  Vftlaral 

Mtl  Mxrkct  Price  (book  U  cYav  ^^ 
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the  valne  depends  upon  the  ratio  between  the  eflbctiial  de- 
mand, 06  tliuij  defined,  and  the  enppty. 

These  jthrases,  huwevcr,  fail  to  satisf}'  any  one  who 
qnirca  clear  ideiw,  lutd  a  perfetrtly  pi-ecLse  expreseion 
them.  Home  coutusiun  must  always  attach  to  a  phrase 
inappropriate  a»  ifiat  of  a  rtiiio  Iwtween  two  thinpi  not  ut 
thti  same  dfiioniination.  What  ratio  ran  tliere  be  between 
a  qnautJty  and  a  de«ire,  or  even  a  desire  combined  with  a 
power?  A  ratio  butwecn  demand  and  supply  is  only  in- 
telligible if  by  demand  we  mean  tlie  quantity  demanded, 
and  if  the  ratio  intended  is  that  betwin-n  the  quantity  do- 
maudud  and  the  quantity  supplied.  But  again,  (he  quantity 
demanded  is  not  a  fixed  quantity,  ereu  at  llio  saniR  time 
and  pluce ;  it  varit-s  according  to  the  value  ;  if  tlic  thing  is 
cheap,  there  is  usually  a  demand  for  more  of  it  than  when 
it  is  dear,  Tlio  dt-'niaud,  tlierefore,  )mrlly  depends  on  the 
value.  But  it  was  before  laid  down  tliat  the  value  depcntis 
on  the  demand.  From  this  contradiction  how  shall  we  ex- 
tricate ourselves?  How  solve  the  paradox,  of  two  things, 
each  depending  u^wn  tlie  other  { 

Though  the  scdution  of  these  difficulties  is  obvioua 
enough,  the  ditHculties  themselves  arc  not  fanciful:  and  F 
bring  them  forward  thtis  prominently.  Ijeeause  I  am  certain 
that  tJiey  obscurely  haunt  every  inquirer  into  the  subject 
who  liHs  not  openly  faced  and  distinctly  realized  them. 
Undoubtedly  the  true  solution  must  liavo  been  frequently 
given,  though  I  cannot  call  to  mind  any  one  who  had  given 
it  before  myself,  except  the  eminently  clear  thinker  and  skil- 
ful cxi)Ositor,  J.  B.  Say.  I  should  have  imagincti,  however, 
that  it  rotist  be  familiar  to  all  political  economists,  if  tho 
writinjrs  of  several  did  not  give  evidence  of  some  wimt 
of  clcame^  on  the  point,  and  if  the  instance  of  Mr.  De 
Quincey  did  not  pi-ove  that  the  complete  n(iii-reci>gnilion  !ind 
implii^l  denial  of  it  are  compatible  with  great  intcllectaal 
ingenuity,  and  dose  intimacy  with  the  subject  matter. 


§4,    Afcaning,  by  the  wotA  AemMvCS^x^vs  ojikaxOcvV^  ^a- 


niHuded,  and  remembering  that  tliis  is  not  a  fixed  qiiantityf 

but  in  general  varies  accortliiig  to  the  value,  let  us  bupposv 

Uiat  tluf  demaixl  at  Home  partieiilar  time  exceeds  tlic  Mi[*- 

ply,  that  ia,  tbere  are  pereotju  ready  to  buy,  at  tiie  market 

value,  a  irreafer  tjuaiitity  thaii  is  ofl'en*d  lor  twle.     (\>iii|Hi- 

litiou  takes  place*  ou  the  feido  of  tlie  buyers,  and  tbe  valm; 

risee :  but  how  mueh  i     In  the  mtio  (some  may  suppose)  of 

the  deficiency :  if  the  denmrid  exceeds  tbe  supply  by  nnch 

third,  the  value  rises  one-tliird.     By  no  means :  for  when  the 

value  hae  risen  one-third,  the  demand  may  bLiII  exceed  the 

supply  ;  thei-e  may,  even  at  that  higher  value,  be  a  greater 

quantity  wanted  titan  h  to  be  had  ;  ami  the  eotn]ietition  of 

bnycrB  may  still  continue.     If  the  article  i^  a  ueccaaary  of 

life,  which,  rather  than  rosi^,  people  are  willing  to  pay  fur 

at  any  price,  a  deficiency  of  one-third  may  raiee  the  pnvji 

to  double,  triple,  or  quadruple.*    Or,  on  the  contrary,  the 

competition  may  cease  Wore  the  value  has  ri^en  in  even 

the  i*roportion  of  the  deficiency.     A  rise,  sliort  of  one-third, 

may  place  the  article  beyond  the  meauB,  or  l)eyond  the  in*    ^ 
»i:..«.: „f  I 4_    »i._  *'„ii   t.        K  i.   ...i.«*    '  - 


clinatious,  of  purchasers  to  tbe  fall  amount.  At  what 
point,  then,  will  the  rise  be  arrested  i  At  the  point,  what- 
ever it  be,  which  equalizes  the  demand  aud  die  supply  :  nl 
tlie  price  which  cuts  ofl'the  extra  thirfl  from  tlie  demand,  or 
bnngi)  forwHixi  additional  sellui's  sufficient  to  supply  it 
"When,  in  either  of  these  ways,  or  by  a  combination  of  both, 
the  demand  becomes  itqual  and  no  more  than  ttqual  to  the 
Bupply,  the  rise  of  valuo  will  >tnp. 

Tlic  converge  caau  it*  wpinlly  simple.  Instead  of  a  de- 
mand beyond  the  snpply,  let  us  suppof^  a  supply  exceeding 
the  demand.  The  c(im|>etition  will  now  be  on  tlio  side  of  the 
aellers  :  the  extra  quuatily  cau  oiUy  find  a  market  by  calling 

•  "  The  priM  of  oom  b  Uii*  country  luui  riwn  from  IM  to  9M>  p0  ctm.  mnA 
opwnnht,  when  the  uteKwtl  rompiiiol  dofifU'ncy  of  tbe  ciopii  bu  not  bMu  iiiar« 
than  between  on«>4ixth  oitd  oiK-third  Im-Iow  m  nrernfcp.  iml  wlusn  timi  dvitivnef 
hM  bwn  rHk'Ted  by  foreign  )ri[>)>lirji.  If  Uktb  fhwihl  V  ■  tk'Mwiry  of  lh« 
<Top«  unountin);  tn  one-third,  wiibout  otir  miqiliu  frvm  «  former  year,  lod  *tlb- 

oue  any  chance  of  rvUef  b?  Vm\t(RVh\AQtt,<u«  yncft  qcu^^  <^im^%k^,«,V«R 

tenfold."— Took»>  Uidoty  f^  Pn«'»..^A.  H-vV-'^'^i-^- 
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forth  an  iwlditional  demand  equal  to  itself.  Thifl  is  aocom- 
pHsIipd  by  mcaiift  of  cheapnees  ;  the  ralne  falls,  and  brings 
the  hrtit'le  within  the  iviwOi  of  more  niinaTOUS  cu^toiiiurs, 
itidiiec'S  tliuee  wlio  were  already  etinBiiinfi-s  to  make  increasedl 
ptirclinses.  Tlie  fall  of  value  ro<iuirt^«l  to  re-e«tahli«li  cqiiaU 
irv-  is  ditt'ereut  in  diflerent  cases.  Tlie  kinds  of  thin^rs  in 
which  it  is  commonly  fri"eateftt  are  at  the  two  extremities  of 
the  scale;  absolute  necessaries,  or  those  ]>eenliar  luxuries) 
the  tfl8te  for  wliieh  is  <'ontini'd  to  a  small  claafi.  tn  tlio 
cwwe  of  food,  H6  tlio.<e  wlio  have  already  enoiir^h  do  not  re- 
quire more  on  account  of  its  cheapness,  but  rather  expend 
in  other  thin>^  what  they  Mive  in  fiwd,  the  increaw^l 
consumption  occasioned  by  cheapness,  carriw  oflT,  as  experi- 
ence shows,  only  a  small  part  of  the  extra  supply  <-aiif«'d  by 
an  abuudunt  harvest;*  and  the  fall  is  practically  arrested 
oidy  when  the  farmers  withdraw  their  com,  and  hold  it 
bai-k  in  hopes  uf  a  higher  price ;  or  by  tlic  operations  of 
speculators  who  buy  corn  when  it  is  (rheap,  and  store  it  up 
to  be  brought  ont  when  more  nrsrently  wanted.  Wlietber 
the  demand  and  su]>ply  are  equalized  by  an  increased  de- 
mand, the  rcstdt  of  ebeapncss,  or  by  withdrawing  n  part  of 
the  supply,  equalized  they  are  in  either  case. 

Tlius  we  see  that  the  idea  of  a  rath,  as  between  demand 
and  supply,  is  ont  of  place,  and  has  no  concern  in  tlie  mat- 
ter: the  pi*o[)er  mntlifmutleal  analogy  is  that  of  an  rqna- 
iion.  Demand  and  tiup|jly,  the  ijuaiitity  demanded  and 
tJie  quantity  sui>plied,  will  be  made  equal.  If  uii«<pial  at 
any  moment,  competition  wpiilizes  them,  and  the  manner 
in  which  this  is  done  is  )>y  an  adjustmef>t  of  the  value.  If 
the  demand  inci*eases.  the  value  rises ;  if  the  dcnrand  di- 
niinishes,  the  value  falls:  again,  if  the  supply  falln  off,  the 
value  rises  ;  and  falls,  if  the  supjfly  is  increased.  The  rit^e 
or  the  fall  continues  until  the  demand  and  supjily  are  again 
equal  to  one  another:  ami  the  value  which  a  con»mo<lity 
will  bring  in  any  market,  ia  no  other  than  (he  value  whieb, 


See  Tooke,  tad  ibc  Report  of  Uw  i^^it^cctVvunl  C^uDm£vu«ft  <&  WL\ . 


in  Uiat  market,  jjives  a  dcnirtnd  jimt  sufficieut  to  carry  off 
tlio  existing  or  expucted  (iii)j]>]y. 

Thin,  tlieu,  is  the  Law  o!'  VuIul-,  witli  resfiwa  U»  all  com- 
modities iiut  snsc'ieptible  of  bt-iiitc  niuUipIitHl  at  pleasurv. 
Such  romuiodilk-s,  nu  douljt,  arc  exceptions.  There  is  an- 
other law  for  that  iiiui:)t  larger  class  of  things,  wliieh  admit 
of  indefinite  Miultijdicutiun.  Iiut  it  U  not  the  Ices  ueceabary 
to  eouceivc  distinctly  and  gra*»p  firmly  tiie  thertry  ttf  this 
ex3e|>tional  case.  In  the  tii-st  pluec,  it  will  lie  found  to  b« 
of  grunt  aasii-taiice  in  itiiidcniig  the  more  eoinmon  cue  i&- 
tulligihle.  And  in  the  next  place,  tliu  prineiple  of  tlie 
exeoptioD  strt-tehcs  wider,  and  embraces  more  cases,  than 
might  at  tirst  be  snppnsed. 


§  5.  There  are  but  few  couimodities  whieli  are  natu- 
rally and  nece^sHrily  limital  in  supply.  But  any  couiinutlitj 
wlmti^vvr  may  be  aiiificially  so.  Any  coniinofjity  may  bo 
the  subjut^t  of  a  niouopoly  :  like  tua,  in  tliiij  t-oiintry,  up  to 
1834 ;  tobacco  in  France,  opium  in  Dritisb  India,  at  preacnt. 
llie  price  of  a  monopi-Hzed  winujimlity  in  (xininiMnly  sup- 
posed to  be  arbitrary  ;  depending  on  the  will  of  the  nioiioiM>- 
list,  and  limited  only  (as  in  Mr.  ]>e  Quineey*s  coAe  o£  tlie 
musical  box  in  the  wilds  of  America)  by  the  buyer^s  extreme 
estitnnte  of  its  wortli  to  himself.  This  is  in  one  sense  true, 
bnt  furins  no  exception,  nevertheless,  to  the  dt-peiidrnce  of 
the  value  on  supply  and  demand.  The  monopolist  can  fix\ 
the  value  us  high  aa  lie  pleaues,  i4iurt  of  what  the  eonsuraer 
either  could  not  or  would  not  pay  ;  but  he  can  uuly  do  so 
by  limiting  tli«  supply.  The  Dutch  East  India  Company 
obtained  a  monopoly  price  for  the  produce  of  the  Spice 
Ishtud.^^  but  to  do  Sii  tlu'V  were  obliged,  in  good  SCftsons,  to 
destroy  a  portion  of  the  crop.  Had  they  persisted  in  selling 
fdl  that  tliey  produced,  they  must  have  forced  a  market  by 
reducing  tlie  jirice,  so  low,  perliaps,  thai  tliey  would  have 
received  for  the  larger  quantity  a  less  total  retuni  than  for 
the  smaller :  at  least  Ibe^  felw-wed  tb&t  such  was  their  opin- 
ion by  destroyhig  tiieii  ftttrvVas.    ^"sea  wv  Vt!l«s%\sv{«riMt^, 
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Mr.  Dc  Qiiincey's  hu<:k8ter  coald  not  have  sold  his  box  tor 
sixty  guineas,  it'  liu  had  p^iescswd  two  iaubi<.'Hl  hox(;s  and 
desired  to  tjcU  thciu  both.  i>u])posiug  the  uudt  price  uf  each 
U)  Lk)  six  giiin«u(;,  he  would  havu  tiikiMi  seventy  for  the  twg 
iu  prutcreuL-e  to  Hixty  fur  one ;  that  U,  althoiigli  hit)  mono- 
poly was  the  closest  ih>86ibk%  he  would  have  sold  the  boxes 
at  thirty-five  giiiiuias  i-uch,  iiotwitlmt-anUiiig  tliat  sixty*  was 
not  beyond  the  buyer's  estimatv  of  the  article  for  his  pur- 
pijses.  Monopoly  value,  tlierofoi-e,  dues  not  depend  on  any 
pcciiliHr  priuiiplf,  but  id  &  mure  variety  of  the  oMiuary  ctase 
of  demand  and  supply. 

Aguii),  though  there  are  few  commodities  which  arc  at 
all  times  and  for  ever  unsusceptible  of  increase  of  supply, 
any  commodity  whatever  may  l>e  temjjorarily  so ;  and  with 
some  eommoditien  this  is  habituftUy  the  case.  Agricultural 
produce,  for  example,  cannot  be  increased  in  quantity  before 
the  next  harvest ;  tlie  quantity  of  corn  already  existing  in 
tlie  world,  in  all  that  can  be  had  for  sometimes  a  vear  to 
come.  During  that  interval,  corn  is  prnetieally  assimilated 
to  things  of  which  the  quantity*  cannot  bo  iiirrea«ed.  In  the 
case  of  most  comraoditiee,  it  requires  a  certain  time  to  in- 
crease their  quantity;  and  if  the  denmnd  increases,  then, 
until  a  corresjKtnding  supply  can  be  brought  forward,  tliat 
is,  nntil  the  supply  can  Euxonnnodatn  itself  to  the  demand, 
the  value  will  so  rise  as  to  Ri-eommodnto  the  demand  to  tlie 
supply. 

There  is  another  case,  the  exact  converse  of  this.  There 
arc  some  artich's  of  wtiich  the  supply  may  be  indetinitelyl 
increased,  but  cannot  be  ropidly  diminished.  There  are' 
things  so  durable  that  tlie  quantity  in  existence  iA  at  all 
times  very  great  in  comparison  with  tlie  annual  produce. 
Gold,  and  the  more  durable  luctals,  are  tilings  of  this  i^rt ; 
and  also  houses.  The  snpply  of  such  things  might  be  at 
once  diminislied  by  destroying  them  ;  but  to  do  this  could 
only  be  the  interest  of  the  possessor  if  he  had  a  mo>u>|>oly 
of  the  article,  and  eunld  repay  liimself  for  the  destruction 
of  a  part  by  the  increased  vaWe  ot  ^^xe  xwasMv^^a.  "Cwst 
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Talue,  therefore,  of  sucb  things  may  contimie  for  a  long 
time  so  low,  either  from  excess  of  Bujiply  or  falling  off  in 
Uie  demand,  as  to  put  a  tompk-le  slop  to  further  pniduc- 
tion:  the  diminution  of  supply  by  wearing  out  being  to 
Blow  fi  prucei-H,  thut  a  long  time  is  roquibite,  even  under  u 
total  Bus-jjeujiion  of  j^ruduetiou,  to  restore  tlie  original  vuliie. 
Ouiiiig  thut  interval  tJie  value  will  be  regulated  boIoI^-  hy 
80pi>ly  and  demand,  and  will  rise  very  gradually  as  tlio 
existing  stock  wears  out,  until  there  is  again  a  remuneraiittg 
value,  and  jiroduction  reuumes  its  course. 

Finally,  there  are  commodilies  of  which,  iliongh  cu]»able 
of  being  incri;ai*ed  or  diminished  to  a  great,  and  even  an 
unlimited  extent,  the  value  never  depends  upon  uuytliing 
but  deiuand  and  anjijily.  Tliis  in  tlie  ca*e,  in  particular, 
with  the  commodity  Labour :  of  the  value  of  which  we  have 
treated  copiously  in  the  pn^reding  Book :  and  there  arc 
many  canes  bcjsideB  in  which  wc  Rludl  find  it  neet*sary  to 
eall  in  this  principle  to  eolvc  ditHcult  ipicstions  of  cxdiiuige 
value.  Tliis  will  be  particularly  exeuiplitied  when  we  treat 
of  International  Values ;  that  is,  of  the  tenns  of  interrhaugu 
between  things  prtKhiced  in  different  countci^>  or,  to  speak 
more  generally,  in  distant  placeg.  But  into  tlu^se  quefttions 
we  cannot  enter  until  we  ehall  have  examined  the  r-a^e  of 
commodities  which  can  be  iuereasi'd  in  quantity  indefinilts 
ly  and  at  pleasure;  and  shall  have  delcrniiued  hy  what 
Law,  other  tliait  that  of  Deuuind  and  Su])ply,  th«  ptrma- 
nent  or  average  values  of  sneh  commodities  arc  n^ilntixl. 
Thiri  we  liliull  do  in  the  next  chapter. 


CHAPTER  m. 


OF  COST  OF  I-RODCCTION,  IS   ITS  RELATION  TO  VALCB. 


§  1.  When  tbe  production  of  ft  toiJimodity  is  the  effect 
of  laliimr  and  expHnililure,  wlietlier  the  coiiimcKlity  is  siis- 
cqttible  of  utiliiiiitcMl  multipliotitiou  or  uot,  there  is  a  miiii- 
miim  value  whicli  Is  the  eiwential  condition  of  itH  hein^  per- 
TiiarioTitly  prudurcd.  Tho  viihii;  nf  »»>•  p»irTi'.'"^»r  lime  is 
tlie  result  of  stipplj'  and  dt-'iiminl ;  and  i&  ahvavis  tli:tt  whjrh 
is  necessary  to  create  a  market  for  the  exist  in  j;  8i]pi>ly.  Biit_ 
nnleaa  that  value  is  sufficient  to  repay  tlie  Cost  of  Produc- 
tion, and  to  afford,  }>Pi;idpSj  thtt  ordinary  expectation  of 

i-yr^iHt.  the  curnmodjlr,  will  not  continue  to  be  produced. 
CftpitalistJi  will  not  go  on  permanently  proiJucing  at  a  loss. 
They  will  not  even  go  im  producing  at  a  prutit  lesB  tbaa 
they  can  live  upon.  Persons  whose  capital  is  already  em- 
barkiMl,  and  carintil  Ije  easily  extricated,  will  jwrsevure  for  a 
considerable  time  without  ]>rotil-,  and  have  been  known  to 

'iwreevere  even  at  a  loss,  in  hopes  of  better  tinieB.  IJut  tliey 
will  not  do  w  indefinitely,  or  when  there  U  nothing  to  indi- 
cate that  times  arc  likely  to  improve.  No  new  capital  will 
be  invui^U'.tl  in  an  pmpli.yiiicni,  iitili;>a  thnrt;  lit:  an  cxjieeta- 
tion  not  only  of  son]<^  pmfit,  hnt  of  a  profit  as  preat  (n^ard 

, being  had  to  the  degree  of  eligibility  of  the  em[>loymcnt  in 
thcp  respect?)  aa  can  be  hoped  for  in  any  other  occupation 
tlmt  time  and  placQ.  MHien  rucU  profit  is  evidently  not 
tu  he  liad,  if  pt-oplt;  ihi  n»t  atrtually  witlidraw  their  cupitnl, 
they  at  least  abstain  frum  rcplaciuR  it  wUcw.  (y.^vi.*-\\vftwJt. 
J7/tf  cost  of  production.  to^et\\eT  v>\l\\  ^^^'^  ts.v^w'.T^-  ■\->TS\'ft\. 
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may  tlutrefore  be  called  thc^ef^smriii'r'wc) or  value,  of  all 
Itiinp;  mode  Uy  laTffflir  atiil  ^-aijilar"  .^ol>otly  wilting'ly  pn>* 
fluctw  ill  iho  j>rctepcct  uf  luse.  Whutver  does  bo,  does  it 
under  a  miscalcnUtioti,  which  he  rorrec-tti  as  (ast  a*  he  ts 
iible. 

When  a  commodity  is  not  only  made  by  lalwur  and 
capitftl,  bat  can  bu  ma<\v.  by  tluMii  in  indeliuite  quautitr, 
this  Necessary  Value,  the  minimum  with  which  the  i>ro- 
ducers  will  be  content,  is  alfto,  if  competition  is  free  and  ac- 
tive, the  maximum  which  they  can  expecL  If  the  value  of 
a  commodity  is  such  that  it  repays  the  cost  of  production 
not  only  with  tiie  cuBlomary  but  with  a  higher  rate  of  profit, 
capital  rushes  to  shore  in  this  extra  gala,  and  by  increasing 
the  supply  of  the  article,  reduces  its  value.  This  is  not  a 
mere  eupjiusition  or  ^urmiac,  but  a  fact  familiar  to  thoee 
conversant  with  commercial  operations.  Whenever  a  new 
line  of  busiuess  presents  itself,  offering  a  hope  of  uhusukI 
profits,  and  whenever  any  established  trade  or  maimiactnre 
is  believed  to  be  j'ielding'  a  greater  pmfit  than  ciist^uimrj*, 
there  is  sure  to  he  in  a  short  time  so  largo  a  production  or 
impoi-tntion  of  the  commodity,  us  nut  only  destroys  the  ex- 
tra profit,  bnt  gciiuJ'ally  gotM  bi-yoiid  the  mai'k,  and  suikft 
the  value  ha  much  too  low  as  it  had  before  been  raised  too 
hijrh  ;  until  the  over-supply  is  corrected  by  a  total  or  partial 
suspension  of  further  pnMlnetiun.  As  ah*eady  intimated,* 
these  variations  in  the  quantity  produced  do  not  preAuppOEe 
or  rcfjnire  that  any  person  shonld  chanf»:u  Ilia  employment. 
Tiioac  whoso  bnsinesB  is  thriving,  increase  their  produce  by 
availing  t-licmsclves  nmre  largely  of  their  crctlii,  while  those 
who  arc  not  making  the  ordinary  profit,  restrict  their  opcrn- 
tious,  and  {in  manufacturing  phratK')  work  short  time.  In 
this  mode  is  enrely  and  f»|>ei^dily  effected  the  equalization, 
not  of  ]>rofitB  perhaps,  but  of  the  oxpectationa  of  profit^  in 
different  occupations. 

As  a  general  rule,  then,  things  tend  to  exchange  for  odd 

another  at  such  values  as  will  enable  each  producer  to  be 

•  Supra,  p.  BOB- 
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repaid  tlie  cost  of  pmdiR'lion  with  tlie  ordinan-  profit ;  In 
otluT  wiinla,  teueh  as  \v\\i  give  to  all  pnxlucers  tlic  same  rate 
of  prorit  ou  their  outlay.  But  in  order  that  tlie  jiroHt 
luiiy  be  equal  where  the  uutlay,  that  is,  the  cost  of  proiluo 
tioD,  is  equal,  thin^  murt  on  iho  average  exehange  for  onu 
anothtff  in  the  ratio  of  their  cost  of  prodnetion  ;  ^lun;;6.  of 
which  the  coet  of  production  ia  the  sanie^  inuat  ho  of  the 
aamevaljiSi  For  only  liius  will  an  equal  outlay  yield  an 
eqnal  retnrn.  If  a  tanner  witli  u  capital  equal  to  1000 
quarters  of  com,  can  protluce  1200  qnnrtere,  yielding  him  a 
profit  of  20  jiorcent. ;  whatever  else  can  be  produeeil  in  tlie 
same  time  by  n  capital  of  1000  qnaflers,  nmst  be  worth, 
that  ie,  innst  excliange  for,  lEOO  quarters,  otherwise  the 
prodiieer  would  <;ain  either  more  or  lees  than  20  per  cent. 

Adam  Smith  and  Uicartlo  have  called  tliat  value  of  a 
thing  which  is  proportioniU  to  its  eosl  of  production,  its 
Natural  Value  (or  its  Natural  Price).  Tltey  meant  by  this, 
the  jioint  about  wliich  tJie  value  oR-illatcs,  and  to  which  it 
always  tends  to  return  ;  the  centre  value,  towar<l»  which,  as 
Adam  Smith  expresses  it,  the  market  value  of  a  thinf>  it. 
cnnntautty  gravitaliug;  and  any  deviation  trom  which  is 
but  a  temporary  irregularity,  which,  the  moment  it  exista, 
set*  forces  in  nuition  tending  t<»  corixrct  it.  On  an  averafjc 
of  years  siifficient  to  enable  the  oscillations  on  one  side  of 
the  central  line  to  be  compen«ated  by  thosie  on  the  other, 
the  market  value  ajrrces  with  tJic  natural  value;  but  it  very 
6;eldom  eoin||dcs  exactly  with  it  at  any  particular  lime. 
The  ecu  eveiyxvlicre  tends  to  a  level ;  but  it  never  is  at  an 
exact  level;  its  surface  is  always  nifflod  by  wavi«,  and  otlen 
a^tate<l  by  hl^ms.  It  is  enough  that  no  point,  at  least  in 
the  open  bca.  is  permanently  higher  than  anotiier.  Eacli 
place  is  alternately  elevated  and  deprcBsed  ;  but  the  oecan 
preservoa  its  level.  ^ 

§  8.  The  latent  inflnenee  by  whicJi  tbn  values  <if  thin<;s 
are  math?  to  conform  in  Ihu  lonj;  run  tn  (he  cost  of  produc- 
tion, is  the  vuriutiun  that  would  otherwiKU  take  pla^'e  in  t}ie 
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supply  of  the  commodity.  Tlie  supply  would  bo  mnroaeed 
if  the  tliiiij;^  conlinucMi  lo  sell  abovt;  die  ratio  ot*  itii  co&T  of 
production,  aud  would  be  diminisbod  if  it  fell  below  tbut 
ratio.  But  wl*  muBt  not  tliert'forc  suppose  it  to  be  uci'Cssnry 
tliJit  the  supply  should  actuisVy  be  cither  diiuiiiii^bKl  or  lu- 
crcascd.  Suppose  that  the  cowt  of  production  of  a  thing  in 
cheapened  by  some  inechanical  invention,  or  increased  by  a 
tax.  The  value  of  tlic  tiling  wouhl  in  a  little  time,  if  not 
ininiediately,  fall  in  the  one  case,  and  rise  in  the  other;  and 
it  would  do  60,  boeanae  if  it  did  not,  the  enpply  would  in 
the  one  case  be  increased,  until  the  price  fell,  in  the  otlier 
diminished,  until  it  rose.  For  this  reason,  and  trom  the  er- 
roneous notion  tiiat  value  depends  on  the  pr^rporiioii  be- 
tween the  demand  and  the  supply,  many  persons  suppoee 
that  this  proportion  must  Ikj  altered  wheneveT  there  is  any 
chanjj^e  in  the  value  of  the  eonmiodity  ;  that  the  value  can- 
not fall  throngb  a  dinnnuti(Hi  of  the  cost  of  pnidnotion, 
nnlew  the  supply  ls  pcrinaneiitly  uicreased  ;  nor  rise,  unlcw 
tlic  snpply  is  permanently  diminished.  But  thi^  is  nut  tlio 
fact :  there  is  no  need  that  tliere  should  be  nny  actual  alter- 
ation of  supply  ;  and  when  there  ig,  the  alteration,  if  ]>e^ 
manent,  is  not  the  cause  but  the  couBcquence  of  the  altera- 
tion in  valne.  If>  indeed,  the  supply  «w/<^  not  be  increased, 
no  diminution  in  tiie  cost  of  production  would  lower  the 
value :  bat  tlicre  is  by  no  meaus  any  ncceasity  that  it  should. 
The  nu^re  possibility  often  fiuffices ;  the  dealers  arc  awjire  of 
what  woulil  happen,  and  their  luutual  coii^litionnialci^s 
them  anticipate  the  result  by  lowering  tlie  f^e.  JJ^belher 
there  will  be  a  greater  permanent  supply  of  the  commodity 
afler  its  production  has  been  cheapened,  de^nds  on  quite 
another  question,  namely,  on  whether  a  greater  quantity  is 
wanted  at  the  reduced  vahie.  Most  c^mimonly  a  greuter 
quantity  is  wanted,  but  not  necessarily.  "  A  man,"  says  Mr. 
De  Quiucey,*  "  buys  an  article  of  instant  applicability  tn 
his  own  purposes  the  more  readily  aud  the  more  largely  as 
it  happcas  to  be  cbea^T.    SUk  luuuIkerchietB  having  fallen 


■ 


to  lialf-pricCf  hu  will  buy,  [wrliapii,  in  threefold  quantifn^ ; 
but  iiu  dues  not  buy  more  Bteam-engiites  bocaiiee  the  price 
is  lowoi'cd.  His  dcniaiid  for  Btcam-eii^iiieH  is  aliriout  always 
predcteni lined  by  tlic  circ-uiiistuuccd  of  hie  situation.  Su 
Jar  us  be  considers  the  cost  ut  ull^  it  h  niueh  nion^the  cost 
nf  \rorkin;<;  thiA  eiigitie  thiin  tbu  fOiit  upon  ils  pundiasc. 
Uut  ibcrc  are  many  articles  for  which  the  nittrkct  is  nbso- 
luti'ly  and  merely  limited  by  a  pre-existing  ^^r^«j  to  which 
thorio  nrtirles  are  attaelicd  as  subonlinatc  parts  or  mcmbcrB. 
Uow  ('ould  we  foree  the  dials  or  faces  of  timcpicei.*  by  arti- 
ticial  cheapness  to  sell  more  pk'Utifully  than  the  inner  works 
or  movements  of  such  tiinc)>iei'es?  Could  the  sale  of  winc- 
vanlte  lie  increased  without  increiu>iiig  the  fiale  of  wine  J  Or 
the  tools  of  shipwrights  iiud  on  enlarged  market  whilst  sbip- 
buildinp  wa.s  ftatiniiarv  ?  .  .  .  Offer  to  a  town  of  SOrto  iidiab- 
itantii  a  8tock  of  hearses,  uo  cheapuoss  will  tempt  that  town 
into  buying  more  Ibau  one.  Offer  a  sttM'k  of  yachts,  the  chief 
cost  lies  In  niannintr,  victuallin<^,  repairing; ;  no  diminution 
upon  the  mere  price  to  u  purchaser  will  tempt  into  the 
market  any  man  whoee  habits  and  propensities  had  not  al- 
ready dispoiicd  him  to  such  a  purchase.  So  of  profet^siimal 
eoHtntue  for  biehops,  lawyers,  stndonts  at  Oxford."  Nobody 
doubts,  however,  that  the  pnee  and  value  i»f  all  llie^  thin|^ 
would  be  eventually  lowered  by  any  diminution  "f  their 
cost  of  prodnction  ;  and  lowcit^i  tlmmph  the  apiprehension 
entertained  of  new  competitors,  and  an  increased  supply ; 
though  the  great  hazanl  to  which  a  new  com|>etitur  would 
exjxise  liiitiscif,  in  any  article  not  snwcj>tible  ofany  consider- 
abl«  extension  of  its  market,  would  cimbli'  the  establiBhcJ 
dealers  to  maintain  their  original  prices  much  longer  than 
they  c<Mdd  do  in  an  article  offering  more  encouragement  Ut 
eompctitiuiK 

Agftih,  reverse  the  ease,  and  supjti'tse  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion itic.rcn.fc<].  as  tor  example  by  laying  n  tax  on  the  commod- 
ity. The  value  would  rine;  and  that,  probably,  immediately. 
TVonld  the  supply  be  diminii>>hed  ?  Only  if  the  increase  of 
vuluv  dhninhh&l  the  demand.  N\W\3ftct  V\\vfe«.Sl«:tV^^«''«*^ 
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would  Boon  appear,  and  if  it  did,  the  value  would  recede 
Bomewliat  from  exoe**  of  supply,  iiiilll  tbo  pniduirtiMii  wiis  rc- 
duceti,  anti  would  then  rl&e  again.  There  arc  nrnnj  BrtivlL-e 
for  wliit'li  it  re(|iure8  u  very  cnnsidenible  ri»e  of  price,  iris- 
teriully  to  reduce  the  demand  ;  in  partieulnr,  ariicleb  ol  ne- 
cessity, ^ucli  as  the  habilUHl  IoihI  of  tlie  piiuplt! ;  in  England, 
wlieatcu  bread :  of  which  there  is  jjrobably  utmost  iib  nim-b 
coiiBumed,  at  tlie  present  ('(jst  price,  as  there  wonhl  be  with 
tlio  present  population  at  a  price  eoiieidcrably  lower.  Vet 
it  k  cspoeiully  in  such  thingB  that  dearness  or  higli  price  i% 
popularly  confounded  with  scarcity.  Food  may  be  dear 
from  scarcity,  ss  after  a  bad  harvest ;  but  the  dearneas  (for 
example)  which  \a  tlieeflecf  of  tnxation,  or  of  corn  lawB,  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  insufficient  supply :  such  causes 
do  not  much  diminish  the  cjnantity  of  food  in  a  counO-y  ;  it 
is  other  things  rather  than  food  that  are  diniiniehed  in  quan- 
tity by  (hem,  since,  tlioec  who  pay  more  fur  food  not  having 
60  ranch  to  expend  otherwise,  the  production  of  other  things 
contracts  itself  to  the  liuiita  of  a  smaller  demand. 

It  is,  therefore,  strictly  correct  to  say,  that  the  value?  of 
things  which  can  be  increased  in  ipiantity  at  pleasure,  does 
not  depend  (except  accidentally,  and  during  the  time  neoes- 
eary  for  pro<luction  to  adjust  itacif,)  wptm  demand  and  eup 
ply;  on  the  contrary,  demand  and  isnpply  depend  upon  it. 
Tliere  is  a  demand  for  a  certain  quantity  of  the  eommmlity 
at  its  natural  or  cost  value,  and  to  that  the  supply  in  the 
long  run  endeavours  to  confoi-m.  When  at  any  time  it  fails 
of  so  conforming,  it  is  either  from  misodcuhition,  or  from  a 
change  in  some  of  the  elements  of  the  problem :  eitlier  in 
the  natural  value,  that  is.  in  the  cotit  of  priMlnction ;  or  iu 
the  demand,  from  an  alteration  in  public  taste  or  in  the 
number  or  wealth  of  the  eoiiBumera.  Tlicae  causes  of  dis- 
turbance are  very  liable  to  occur,  and  when  any  one  of  iheui 
does  occur,  the  market  vuhic  of  the  article  ceases  to  agree 
with  the  natnral  value.  Tlie  real  law  of  demand  and  sup- 
ply, the  equation  between  therii.  holds  good  in  all  c«&ed:  if 
a  value  different  from  the  natural  value  be  nece&sary  to 
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mnko  tho  demand  equal  to  the  supply,  the  market  valne 
will  deviate  from  the  natural  value ;  but  only  for  a  time ; 
for  the  pcrriianont  tendency  nf  Bupply  is  to  confynn  itself  t^) 
the  deniBiid  wliich  in  fouiul  by  t>xpenpn<*e  to  cxht  for  the 
cuinmudity  when  selling  at  its  natural  value.  If  the  supply 
ig  cither  more  -or  less  than  thii*,  it  is  bo  accidentally,  and 
aft'ordi^  cither  more  or  Iciw  than  the  oitihiarj'  rate  of  profit ; 
which,  under  free  and  aetive  competition,  cannot  long  con- 
tinue to  be  the  eas<^ — ■ ■  

To  recajiititlato^  deinHiid  and  supplv/govrrii  tin;  vahic 
of  all  tliii)u»  wluL-h  e;iniiut  be  iudetinitely  jinji-eased  ;  uxcept 
tliat  QvtMi  for  them,  when  pnulneml  by  indnsTry,  tbtTL-  i&  a 
inininnnn  v'aluet  detcrnnned  by  the  cost  of  pntduetion.  But 
ill  all  tldnifft  which  Bdniit  of  indefinite  muhii»Iicrttion,  dc* 
maud  and  supply  only  determine  the  perturbations  of  value, 
durinj^  a  periiKl  which  cannot  exceed  the  length  of  time  ne- 
ce^iiry  for  altering;  the  iiupply.  While  tliu^  ruling  the  w- 
eillationtj  of  value,  they  tltciuselves  obey  a  superior  force, 
which  makes  value  gr.ivitntf  ftuvards  Qi^t  nf  Prndn<-tiun^ 
and  which  would  si^Itlu  it  and  keep  it  tlicre,  il'fre^h  diBlurh- 
injT  influences  were  not  continually  ariein^  to  make  it  a>^in 
di^viato.  To  pursue  the  same  strain  itf  metajdior,  demand 
and  supply  always  rnsli  to  an  cqnilibrinm,  but  the  condition 
oi  Htahle  etpiilibrium  is  when  tliingfl  exchani^c  for  each  other 
aeeording  to  their  cost  of  production,  or,  in  tlio  exprcBsion 
we  have  used,  when  things  are  at  their  Natural  Value. 
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CLTIMATE   ANALYSIS  OF  COST  OF  PRODDCTIOJJ. 


§  1.  The  conijM>nfint  doment*  of  Cost  of  Pntdiiction 
have  been  set  tbrtli  in  the  First  l*iirt  of  tliiA  cn»iuiry.*  ITia 
principal  of  tlieni,  ami  so  mxu-h  the  priiicipal  as  to  be  nearly 
the  sole,  was  found  to  be  Labour.  AVbat  the  pnxluctiun  of 
u  thing  co6tB  to  its  producer^  or  its  ueries  of  producers,  is 
the  labour  expendwl  in  jiroducini;  it.  If  wc  consider  as  the 
})r(idii<ft;r  t!ie  cupitalii^t  wlio  niakt^  thu  ndvanc-et^,  the  nurd 
Labour  may  bo  replaced  by  the  word  "Wages :  what  the 
produce  costs  to  him,  is  the  wa^s  which  ho  has  bad  to 
pay.  At  the  tirst  glance  indeed  tliis  t-eems  to  bo  only  a 
part  of  bis  outlay,  since  he  has  not  only  paid  wages  to  W 
bourers,  hut  lias  likewise  jirovidcd  tiiem  with,  tools,  iniitfri- 
als,  and  perhaps  IfUildlngg.  These  tools,  materials,  and 
buildings,  however,  were  produced  by  labour  and  capital ; 
and  their  vahie,  like  llint  of  t)ie  article  to  the  production  of 
which  they  are  aubaen'ient,  dejiendri  on  cfmt  of  priidnction, 
which  again  is  resolvable  into  labour.  The  cost  of  produc- 
tion of  broafhlitrh  does  not  wholly  couiist  in  llu^  wagos  of 
weavers  ;  which  alone  arc  directly  paid  by  the  cloth  marui- 
facrturer.  It  consists  also  of  the  wages  of  spinners  and  wool- 
combers,  and  it  inay  be  added,  of  «bcpherdg,  all  of  which 
the  clothier  has  paid  for  in  the  price  of  yam.  It  consiets 
t4X)  of  the  wages  of  builders  and  brickiniJicrs,  which  he  haa 
reimbursed  in  the  contract  pri(»:  of  erecting  his  factory.  It 
partly  consifite  of  the  wages  of  machiDe-niakcrs,  iron-found- 

*  Supra,  pp.  S3 — fi. 
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erti,  nnd  uiiiiei-s.  Aad  to  tlieec  must  be  added  tlie  wages 
of  the  carriere  who  trjiiij*pi_»ned  an}'  of  the  mcaud  atid  appli- 
ances of  the  production  to  tlio  place  where  they  were  to  he 
iiHi>d,  and  the  protluct  it^lt'  to  the  place  where  it  is  lo  be 
sold. 

Tlie  value  of  com luwli ties,  therefore,  depends  priiicipallr 
{we  sliall  prcbutitly  see  wht-ther  it  depends  koIcIv)  on  the 
quantity  ot'Iabour  reijuired  for  their  product.on  ;  im-ludin^ 
in  the  idea  ofprwiuption,  tliat  of  ctrnvcyuuce  to  the  market. 
"In  eslinwting,"  says  Ilicardo,*  "  tlie  exelmngeable  value 
of  stockiui(&,  for  example,  we  eiiall  iiud  that  tlieir  value, 
comparatively  with  other  tblu^,  depends  on  the  total  quan- 
tity of  tuhonr  uet-e^ary  to  uianufacturH  them  and  brinj;  Uieni 
to  market.  First,  there  ie  the  labour  nei-cssary  to  cultivate 
tliL*  land  on  which  the  niw  cotton  is  grown  ;  secondly,  the 
labour  of  conveying  the  cotton  to  the  country  where  the 
sttM'kings  are  to  be  nianufactni-ed,  which  iucludeR  n  portion 
of  the  labour  bestowed  in  building  the  ship  in  whicli  it  is 
couveyud,  and  whicli  is  cliargtHi  in  the  freight  of  the  gmxl^ ; 
thirdly,  the  labour  of  the  spinner  and  weaver  ;  fourthly,  a 
portion  of  the  lalxmr  of  liie  engintHir,  mnith,  and  carjHaiter, 
who  erected  the  buildinga  and  niai.'hincry  by  the  help  of 
which  they  are  made ;  tifrhly,  the  labour  of  the  retail  deal- 
er, and  of  many  others,  whom  it  la  unneeca»ary  further  to 
(larticul arize.  Tlie  aggrcj^ate  sum  of  the*ie  various  kinds  of 
labour,  <lel«rriunes  the  (|uantity  of  other  things  ft»r  whii'h 
these  stockings  will  exchange,  while  the  same  consideration 
of  tiie  variouK  quaiititii*  nf  labour  whirli  have  been  bofetowed 
on  those  other  things,  will  equally  goveni  the  portion  of 
them  which  will  be  givt^  for  the  stockings. 

"To  convince  ourselves  that  this  is  the  real  foundation 
of  exchangeable  value,  let  us  suppose  any  improvement  to 
be  made  in  the  means  of  abridging  labour  in  any  one  of  the 
various  processes  through  which  tiie  i*aw  cotton  mast  pass 
before  the  manufiictured  stockings  eomc  to  the  market  to 
be  exchanged  for  other  things ;    and   observe  the  effects 

•  Prineif^et  of  PoUtk«l  Ectnumny  and  TajaUioK,  ch.  t.  nooL  8. 
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wliich  will  follow.  If  fL'WL'i-  men  were  ro'jiiirod  lo  ciiliivHtv 
the  raw  cotton,  or  if  fewer  sailurs  were  oinplnved  in  nnviga- 
ting,  ornhipwriglits  ia  injuhtruoliup,  Ihe  ship  in  whirh  it  was 
eouveyc-l  to  ub  ;  if  fewer  Imndii  were  einjiloyed  in  ntialuitr 
the  Iniiltiitipi  iind  inac-hineiy,  ur  if  these,  when  ruiitei],  W(>re 
rendered  more  efficient ;  the  stocking  would  inevitably  f(UI 
in  value,  and  eonitiiaiid  lues  uf  otiicr  tilings.  Tliej  wtmUI 
full,  because  a  leiw  fjuontity  of  labour  was  neces-sary  to 
tlieir  prodiictiuu,  and  would  tlierefore  cx<-haiif^u  fur  a  smallur 
quantity  of  those  things  in  which  no  liueh  ahridgnit^t  of 
labour  had  been  made. 

"  Keononiy  in  the  ii&e  i>f  lalmur  never  fails  to  reduee  the 
relative  value  of  a  commodity,  whether  the  saving  be  in  iho 
labour  ncrcrtsary  to  the  manufacture  of  the  commodity  it- 
aelf,  or  in  that  neeessary  to  the  formation  of  tlie  capital,  by 
the  aid  of  which  it  is  pi*o<lnee<i.  In  either  case  the  price  of 
stockinj.^  would  fall,  whether  there  were  fewer  men  em* 
ployeil  OS  bloaeliers,  spinnert^,  and  weaveni,  persons  immedi- 
ately necessjiry  to  their  numufaeturc  ;  or  a&  sailors,  carricrts 
engineers,  and  sinilhs,  personti  more  indiret'tly  coneeaied. 
In  the  one  euee,  the  whole  saving  uf  laUjur  would  fall  on 
the  stockings,  Iwcause  that  portion  of  labimr  was  wholly 
conGned  to  the  stockings ;  in  the  other,  a  (mrtinn  only 
would  fall  on  the  ^toekinf^ ;  the  remainder  being  afiplicd  o 
hU  those  other  eommoditiea,  to  the  produetion  of  which  lin; 
buildings^  machinery,  and  carriage,  were  subservient." 

f  3.  It  will  have  been  observe<l  that  Rii^ardo  expresBo 
hinieelf  hh  jf  the  qvqniity  of  labour  which  it  costs  to  pro* 
f-luce  a  cominodirv  and  brin^  it  tn  market,  were  the  only 
thintr  "u  wlii.-h  its  vidue  dciien Jcclj/OJut  j-ince  the  cost  of 
]irod action  to  the  eapilaliat  is  n^t  li^boqr  bat  wngc».  aiid 
since  wages  may  he  cither  greater  or  letm,  the  quantity  of 
Igbonr  1>eiii^'  thn  barmy^it  would  Bccm  that  the  valutt  of  the 
product  cannnt  be  dctermiiiml  Hy^ely  Vy  tJiR  Qa^pritr-^,  \jn- 
j^^hbnr^  but  by  the  giiantitj^togcther^With  th^jj-ymunnrAtinj;^; 


and  that  values  must  ]tnrtly'7!o]teTi<l  on  wagca. 
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In  order  to  detiide  tliii*  iwiiit,  it  nnist  1h!  cinisiflercd,  tliat 
value  jg  a  relatjyo  temt ;  tliat  the  value  of  a  <-oihiH(Klitv  is 
not  a  nauic  for  an  inlu'mnt  and  substantive  qimlitv  of  tlio 
tiling  itaelf,  but  inyanH  tb<?  quantity  of  otb<'r  tiling  whicb 
can  \w  obtained  in  cicluiiige  fur  Jt.  ITic  value  of  out;  thing, 
must  alwiiy^^  be  underbtooil  relntively  to  eonie  other  tiling 


or  to  thinirn  in  tlfnernl.  Jsuw  the  relatioii  of  ono  thing  to 
anotlicr  L-auuot  be  altered  by  any  can&o  which  alfccts  thorn 
both  alike.  A  rine  or  fall  of  g^'noral  w:^«  is  a  fact  whirh 
Hiferta  all  coiiiii'toditiog  in  the  $ame  maimer,  iunl  tiicreturc 
aHbrda  no  reason  why  they  ehonld  exchange  for  each  other 
in  one  rather  tlmn  in  aiuither  prop4irtion.  To  suji|i«>Sf>  that 
high  wa^^  niako  high  values,  is  to  puppiwe  that  there  can 
be  finch  a  thinj;  ii&  general  high  vatuos.  Bnt  thia  is  a  coo- 
tradiclioD  in  ternia:  the  high  value  of  siiinc  tilings  is  s^nio- 
nymoiis  with  the  low  value  of  others.  Tlic  mistake  arises 
fmm  not  attending  to  valnes,  but  only  to  prices.  Thougli 
there  is  no  snch  thing  as  a  general  rise  of  values,  there 
is  such  a  thing  aa  a  general  rise  of  jiricea.  As  soon 
as  wc  form  di(>tinetly  the  ide-a  of  values,  wo  sec  that  high 
or  low  wages  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  them  ;  bnt  thai 
high  wages  make  high  prices,  is  a  popular  and  widely- 
spread  opinion.  Hio  wliiile  amount  of  error  involved  in  tliis 
proposition  can  only  be  seen  thoroughly  when  we  eorne  to 
ihe  theory  of  money  ;  at  present  we  need  only  say  that  if  it 
be  true,  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  a  real  rij*  of  wages; 
for  if  wages  could  not  rise  without  a  proi>ortional  rifte  of  the 
price  of  everything,  Ihey  couhl  not.  for  auy  siih.^tantial  i>ur- 
]wse,  liyye  at  all.  Tliis  surely  is  a  sufficient  reducHo  ad  ab- 
STirtlum^  and  shows  the  amazing  folly  of  the  pnipOfitions 
which  may  and  do  bcoome.  anTl  long  remain,  accr<'«litcd 
doctrines  of  popular  political  economy.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered, too,  that  general  high  prices,  even  suppiising  them  to 
exist,  can  be  of  no  use  to  a  producer  or  denier,  con^idL■^ed 
as  8U(;h ;  for  if  they  increase  his  money  returns,  they  in- 
crease in  the  same  degree  all  his  expense*.  There  is  no 
mode  in  which  capitalists  can  compensate  themselves  for  a 


BOOK  III.     CHAIT£R 

high  cofit  of  labour,  through  nay  &ctiou  uu  vuliies  or  pricuL 
It  cannot  be  prevented  from  tHking  itij  L-ffcct  iu  low  profita. 
If  llie  lubtmrere  reallj  gt't  mnre,  that  i9>  gel  the  produce  of 
mopu  hibniir,  a.  sinaUer  pi-T('ij[it:igc  lauiit  reumiii  for  profit. 
From  this  Law  of  Distributitin,  resting  as  it  does  on  a  Uw 
of  aritliinetir,  thanr  iia  no  ei^cuja.-.  The  mechaniHrn  of  Kx- 
clmngc  and  Price  may  hidu  it  from  us,  but  is  quite  power- 
less to  altur  it. 


§  3.  Although,  however,  general  wages,  whether  high 
or  low,  do  not  allV'Ct  values,  yet  it"  wagea  are  higlier  in  one 
employment  than  another,  or  if  they  rise  or  fall  [>eraiancnt* 
ly  in  one  cmp]oynn.'nt  without  doing  so  in  others,  these  in- 
eqUHlities  du  really  operate  U]iou  valucti.  The  caut^-ft  which 
make  WHgcB  vary  from  one  employment  to  another,  Itave 
been  considered  in  a  former  chapter.  When  tJie  wagi^s  of 
an  entployment  permanently  exceed  the  avernge  rate,  the 
value  of  the  thing  produced  will,  in  the  same  degree,  exceed 
the  standard  deterniimHl  by  mere  qnanlity  of  labor.  Things, 
for  example,  whiL-li  are  made  by  bkillud  labom*.  exchange 
for  the  produce  of  a  much  greater  qmmtity  of  Mnskilled  la- 
bour; for  no  reason  but  because  the  lulwnr  ii*  more  highly 
paid.  If,  throogli  t!ie  extentjion  of  education,  liie  labourers 
conipetent  to  skiHed  eniploynicnts  were  so  incrcaiicd  In 
number  as  to  diminish  the  difference  between  their  wages 
and  those  of  common  Inhour,  all  things  produce^d  by  lal»onr 
of  the  superior  kind  would  fall  in  value,  compared  with 
things  produced  by  common  labour,  and  tlicse  might  Iw 
said  therefore  In  rise  in  value.  We  have  before  remarked 
that  the  difficulty  of  passing  from  one  class  of  employments 
to  a  class  greatly  sujierior,  has  hitherto  caused  itie  wngw 
of  all  those  classes  of  labourers  who  are  separated  from  one 
another  by  any  very  marked  barrier,  to  depend  more  than 
might  be  supjMised  iiixiii  the  increaM3  of  the  populalton  of 
each  clase,  considcrefl  separately  ;  and  that  the  ineqiiuliltfS 
in  the  rcnnmeration  oV  lalwuv  are  niucli  greater  limn  could 
exist  if  the  competilAou  o?  iW  ^^w^Y«v¥^  V*'^'^  ^jiiNsst^N 
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could  be  bryugbt  prftcticnlly  lo  bear  on  each  particular  eiu- 
j>InVint?Dt.  It  fullowri  fiiJin  tliifi  that  wrtges  in  diifi-reut  em- 
pluyniciiU  do  not  rii*c  or  lall  Biniultaueuusly,  but  are,  lor 
short  and  sometimea  eren  for  loug  periods,  nearly  iudiv 
pe[Hh*nt  of  onu  auothur.  All  buch  disparities  evidently  alter 
the  re/aiive  «J9t  of  productiuu  of  dilierent  eoitiinwliiies,  and 
wilt  tlicrefure  he  cumplutuly  represented  in  thcii'  natural  or 
averajje  valtie. 

It  thus  appears  that  tlie  maxim  laid  down  by  some  of 
the  best  political  economists,  that  wages  du  not  enter  into 
vahie,  in  expressed  with  greater  latitude  than  the  tnitli  war- 
rfLnt»,  or  than  aceoi'ds  with  their  own  uieaniii*;;.  Wnges  do 
enter  into  value.  Tlie  rulutiv*^  im^ft^x  of  the  litl^mr  nec-ei^tjary 
fur  producing  diSWnt  eoumu'dities,  atfcct  thuJr  vulue  just 
as  much  ?»«  t^iy  rflntivp  /^i(qntiik's  of  labour.  It  in  tnic,  the 
absolute  wages  paid  have  no  eHVct  upon  values;  but  neilln-r 
has  the  abi«olute  quantity  of  labour.  If  tliat  were  to  vary 
eiiiiultanooualy  and  equally  in  all  commodities  valuer  W(>utd 
not  be  afieeti^d.  If,  for  iuntance,  the  general  etfiL-ieiK-y  of 
all  labour  were  inerea.sed,  fio  that  all  tilings  without  cxccjv 
tion  couUl  be  j)rodu<'ed  in  the  t»anic  quantity  aa  before  with 
a  Binallcr  amount  of  labour,  no  trace  of  this  general  diminu- 
tion of  cost  of  pr*)duotion  would  show  itself  in  the  valuen  of 
commodities.  Any  ehnn^  which  iniglu  take  place  in  them 
would  only  represent  the  unequal  degrees  in  which  the  im- 
provement atleeted  ditferent  things ;  and  wimld  couflist  in 
cheapening  those  in  whicrh  the  saving  of  labour  had  been 
the- greatest,  while  those  in  which  there  had  been  some,  but 
a  less  saving  of  labour,  would  actually  rise  in  value.  In 
strictness,  theit^fnn?,  wagi*  of  labour  have  (u  mnch  to  do 
with  value  as  quantity  of  labour:  and  neither  Hicnrdo  nor 
any  one  else  has  denied  the  fact.  In  considering,  however, 
the  causes  of  van'ationa  in  value,  quantity  of  labour  U  the 
thing  of  chief  importance ;  for  when  that  varies,  it  is  gen- 
erally in  one  or  a  few  commodities  at  a  time,  but  the  varia- 
tions of  wages  (except  passing  fluctuations)  arc  usually  gen- 
era), and  have  no  conBidcraWc  cffcd  ow  \■l(\^M^. 
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g  4.  Thus  far  of  lalwur,  or  wages,  as  an  olomont  'n 
cost  of  production.  But  in  our  aital\  his,  in  the  First  B»»ok, 
of  the  requisites  of  production,  we  found  that  there  is  an- 
other nec«.*sarv  clerm;nt  in  it  iKJSii'lcH  hibour.  TlnTe  i*  kIk«» 
capital ;  iind  this  buin^  the  n-suU  ut"  ubHtinenee,  tin;  produrc, 
or  its  vahie,  must  be  8uf!icic?nt  to  remnnerato,  not  onlj  all 
the  lalKiur  rt'rjuirt^d,  but  the  abiitinenrc  of  nil  the  perrons  by 
whom  the  remuneration  of  tic  diticrt^nt  classes  of  labonrers 
was  advanced.  Tlie  return  from  abstinence  ie  l*rotit.  And 
]>i*ofit,  we  have  also  seen,  is  not  exclusively  the  surijlu*  re- 
maining to  the  capitaUst  alter  he  hus  1:ie<-n  compensated  for 
his  ontliiy,  hut  forme,  in  must  cases,  no  unimpf>rtant  j«irt 
of  Uic  outlay  itself.  Tlie  flrtX-*pinnor,  part  of  whose  o.x- 
penseii  consists  of  the  piirchiwe  tif  flax  and  nf  machinery,  haa 
jiad  to  pay,  in  tlielr  price,  not  i«nly  the  wofres  of  the  labour 
by  which  the  ^nx  was  ^owii  and  the  machinery  made,  but 
the  profits  of  the  grrower,  the  tlux-drefiser,  tho  miner,  tlie 
iron>fuunder.  imd  the  mHehine-makcr.  All  these  prutits,  to- 
other with  thoee  of  the  apinner  himself,  were  a^in  nd- 
rance<l  by  the  weaver,  in  tlie  price  ipf  his  material,  linen 
yarn  :  and  along;  with  them  the  pmlits.  of  a  fresh  »vt  o(  mu- 
ch itie-makerg,  and  of  the  miners  and  iron-workers  who  snp- 
jiliml  them  with  their  mptjiHic  material.  All  these  advances 
form  part  of  the  cost  of  production  of  linen.  I'rofir*,  there- 
fore, as  well  as  wajsres,  enter  into  the  cost  of  production 
which  determines  the  vahie  of  tlie  prodnce. 

Value,  liowcccr.  being  purely  relative,  cannot  depend 
upon  ahftoluto  profits,  no  nmm  than  n[>on  absolute  wnpea.  but 
upon  relative  profits  only.  High  general  profits  cannot,  any 
more  than  hiph  jjeneral  wap:e*,  be  a  cause  of  high  values, 
becauAc  hiph  ^^encral  va!nc8  arc  an  abitunjily  and  a  contra- 
diction. In  so  tar  as  profits  enter  into  tlie  Cf>st  of  produe* 
tion  of  all  thinfp;,  tliey  cannot  affect  the  vnlue  of  any.  It  is 
only  by  entering  in  a  greater  degree  into  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion of  some  things  than  of  others,  that  they  can  have  any 
influence  <m  value. 

iple,  we  have  seen  that  there  are  eausee  whidi 
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neceSBitatG  a  permanently  liiglior  rate  of  profit  in  cci-laln  em- 
ployments than  in  others.  Theru  iimst  be  u  compensfttion 
for  superior  ri«k,  trouble,  and  disagreenbleni'ss.  Tliis  can 
only  be  obtained  by  belling  the  eoinmodity  at  a  value  above 
tliat  which  is  due  to  the  quantity  of  labour  necessary  for  itg 
production.  If  puiipowdcr  exrlian»red  for  othi-r  thinj^a  in 
no  higher  ratio  than  that  of  the  labour  required  from  lirst  to 
last  for  proclufiiij;  it,  nu  one  would  set  up  a  powder-mill. 
Butohcre  are  certainly  a  more  prosperous  e!a*6  than  luikci-s, 
and  do  not  seem  to  be  exj^>08ed  to  gi-eater  risks,  &inee  it  is 
not  i-emarkcd  that  tliey  ari-  oflt'ner  Ijiiiiki-uptj*.  They  Huem, 
therefore,  to  obtain  higher  profits,  \vhich  can  only  arise  from 
the  more  liuiited  competition  ean^  by  the  niipluasant- 
Tiess,  and  to  a  certain  degree,  tlie  unpopularity  of  their 
trade.  But  this  biglier  profit  implies  that  they  eell  their 
commodity  at  a  higher  value  than  tliat  due  to  their  labour 
anil  outlay.  All  ineqimlities  of  profit  which  arc  necessary 
and  permanent,  are  represented  in  the  relative  viiluee  of  the 
commodities. 


§  5.  Profitis  however,  may  enter  more  largely  into  the 
eondilioUB  of  production  of  one  commodity  than  of  another, 
even  ihougli  theru  be  no  ditfeix-nce  in  tlio  raU  of  protit  be- 
tween tlie  two  employmt^ntii.  The  one  commodity  may  be 
called  upon  to  yield  proHt  during  a  longer  i»eriod  of  time 
than  the  other.  The  example  by  which  this  ease  is  usually 
illiistniteil  is  that  of  wine.  Suppose  a  quantity  of  wine,  and 
a  quantity  of  cloth,  made  by  equal  amounta  of  labour,  and 
thai  labour  paid  at  the  same  mtc.  The  cloth  does  not  im- 
prove by  keejting  ;  the  wine  does.  Suppose  that,  to  attain 
the  desired  quality,  the  wine  requires  to  be  kept  five  years. 
The  producer  or  dealer  will  not  keep  it,  unless  at  the  end 
of  five  years  lie  can  sell  it  for  as  much  more  than  the  cloth, 
as  amountH  to  five  years  profit,  accumntalwl  at  eompooiid 
interest.  The  wine  and  the  eloth  were  made  by  the  same 
orlpnal  outlay.  Here  then  is  a  case  in  which  the  natural 
values,  relatively  to  one  another,  of  two  commodities,  do 
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not  conform  to  their  cost  of  production  alono,  hut  to  tlicir 
cost  of  production  j9/tM  sonietliiug  cUe.  UDle€6,  indeed,  for 
tlic  fuike  of  genenititv  in  tiic  uxpression,  wc  include  thu 
prolit  wiiieli  tbe  wine-nicicluuit  forc^Eoes  during  lUc  five 
yoare,  in  tbe  cost  of  production  of  the  wine;  looking  upon 
it  ae  a  kind  of  additional  outlay,  over  and  almvc  lii»  other 
advances,  for  wliich  outlay  lie  muAt  bo  iudi^tnnilicd  at  loAt^ 

All  commodities  moilc  by  machinery'  are  aiwinnlatcd,  at 
leaat  approxitiiatdji',  to  the  wine  in  tlic  pn.'ccding  cxnin]»lc 
Li  conipurison  with  things  uiadc  wholly  by  iuiuicdiatc  la- 
bour, profits  enter  more  largely  into  their  cost  of  ])roduc- 
tion.  Suppose  two  mmmoditics,  A  and  B:,  each  rctjuirin;^ 
a  year  for  its  production,  by  means  of  a  capital  which  wo 
will  oil  this  occasion  denote  by  money,  aiul  (»upjK)i-c  it  to  he 
litOO/.  A  is  made  wholly  by  iromctUate  labour,  the  whole 
1000/.  bfin^  ex|iendcd  directly  In  wap».  B  Is  made  l>y 
means  of  labour  which  cost  600/.  and  a  macliine  which  vmt 
SOOl.y  and  the  machine  is  worn  out  by  one  year*9  use.  The 
two  commodities  will  be  of  exactly  the  same  value  which, 
if  eompntcd  in  money,  and  if  proHtit  aro  20  per  rent  per 
aimnm,  will  ho  1200/.  I5ut  of  this  120^)/.,  in  the  ease  of  A, 
only  200/.,  or  one-sixth,  is  profit:  while  in  the  casp  of  B 
there  \»  n-it  only  the  200/.,  but  as  much  of  500/.  (rhe  jirice 
of  the  macUinej  as  consisted  of  the  profits  of  the  machine- 
maker  ;  which,  if  we  suppose  the  ma<;hiric  also  to  have  taken 
a  year  for  \t»  production,  is  a<;ain  ono-sixth.  So  llial  in  the 
case  of  A  only  one-sixth  of  tJie  entire  return  is  prnfir.  whilst 
in  B  tlie  element  of  profit  comprises  not  only  a  tiixth  of  the 
whole,  hut  an  additional  eixth  of  a  lar^e  part. 

Tlie  plater  the  proportion  of  the  whofe  i^pital  which 
consista  of  machinery,  or  buildings,  or  material,  or  anylhlnj? 
else  which  must  be  i>rovidcd  before  the  tmmeiliatc*  lalmur 
can  commence,  the  more  largely  will  profits  enter  into  tint 
cost  of  production.  It  is  equally  true,  though  not  so  obvioua 
at  first  sight,  thot  greater  durability  in  the  portion  of  capi- 
tal whi('h  eonsista  of  raachincry  or  huildiujrs,  has  pn*eisiejy 
the  same  effect  ae  a  greaXCT  arawMxV  «l  \V.    Ka-*^  \\i!^  «o.-^ 
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poiiud  one  extreme  case,  of  a  machine  entirely  worn  o\it  by 
a  ycnr'ft  use,  let  ns  now  suppose  tlio  oppoailtj  and  tttill  more 
extreme  eaae  of  a  machine  which  \n^U  lor  ever,  ami  require* 
no  repairs.  In  this  cajtie,  wlueh  ia  as  well  suited  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ilhiptration  an  if  it  were  a  poi^sible  one,  it  will  te  un- 
iiecesBary  tliat  the  niannfaetarer  should  uvur  bu  repaid  the 
5<)0i:  whieh  he  gave  for  the  machine,  since  he  haa  always 
the  maeliine  it^ielf,  worth  ifO*\l. ;  but  he  must  be  paid,  as  be- 
fore, a  profit  on  it.  Tlic  commodity  B,  therefore,  which  in 
the  caee  previously  8upp(>sed  was  sold  for  1200^  of  which 
Eum  100(7/.  were  to  replace  the  (ra]>itHl  and  20lV.  were  profit, 
can  now  be  sold  for  700/.,  being  500/.  to  replace  wages,  and 
2(t0/.  protit  on  tlje  entire  eapital.  Profit,  therefore,  eutere 
into  the  value  of  B  in  tltc  ratio  of  200/.  out  of  700/.,  beings 
two-Bt'ventlift  of  the  whole,  or  2^^  per  cent.,  while  in  the' 
case  of  A,  a&  before,  it  entej-s  only  in  the  ratio  of  onc-.^xth, 
or  ICl  per  cent  Tlie  case  is  of  eourBe  purely  ideal,  since  no 
ntaeliiiiery  or  other  fixed  capital  \mU  for  ever;  but  the 
more  durable  it  is,  the  nearer  it  a^iproaches  to  this  ideal 
,  and  the  more  largely  does  profit  enter  into  the  return. 
',  for  instance,  a  unichine  worth  500/.  loses  one-fitth  of  its 
value  by  each  year's  use,  100/.  must  be  added  to  the  return 
to  make  n\t  this  lose,  and  the  price  of  the  commodity  will 
be  800?.  Profit  therefore  will  cTiter  into  it  in  the  ratio 
of  "2001,  to  SOO/.,  or  one-fourth,  which  is  still  a  much 
hi<;her  proportion  than  one-sixth,  or  200/.  in  1200/.,  »s  in 
case  A. 

From  the  nnoqual  proportion  in  which,  in  different  em- 
plo\Tweut>,  proKts  enter  into  the  atlvances  of  the  capitalist, 
and  therefore  into  the  returns  j-equire*!  by  him,  two  conse- 
quences follow  in  rejrard  to  value.  One  is,  that  commmli- 
ties  do  not  exchange  in  the  ratio  simply  of  the  quantities  of 
labour  retjuired  to  pit)ilu(;c  them ;  nut  even  if  wo  allow  for 
the  une^pial  rates  at  wlucli  diflerent  kinds  of  labour  ai-e  per- 
manently remuneratetl.  ^Ve  have  rtlrcaily  illustrntol  this 
by  the  example  of  wine  :  we  slmll  now  further  exempUty  it 
hy  the  caee  of  commoditiea  made  X)-^  nMM^Vvvswsrs .    %visssM*fcs 
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as  before,  au  arlielo  A  niiulo  by  a  thnutitiiid  |M>iind»*  Wot-tli 
i>f  iiumcdiate  labour,  liut  intituAd  of  B,  iimde  hy  500/. 
wortli  of  ininiediate  Inbtmr  und  a  mudiinu  worth  5*Kt/.,  let 
lis  sujiixjsc  C,  made  by  500/.  wurth  of  immediate  labour 
uitl)  tli<i  aid  of  a  inai^liine  wliiidi  Itas  been  prudnecd  by  an- 
oUter  500/.  worth  of  immudiat^  labour :  tbc  niacliine  nxjuir- 
ing  a  year  for  making',  and  worn  out  by  a  year's  use;  profits 
Iteirip  Hs  betbie  20  per  runt.  A  and  C  are  made  by  e*|ual 
quantities  of  labour,  paid  at  tbc  same  rate :  A  C06t£  lOOC>/v 
wortli  of  diret't  labour  ;  C,  only  500/.  wortli,  winch  however 
is  matle  up  to  1000/.  by  the  labour  e.xpendud  in  the  cori- 
fetmction  of  tho  mnebiuc.  If  labour,  or  its  remuucmtlon, 
were  the  sole  ingredient  of  cost  of  prodnctinn.  these  two 
things  would  exehaiigc  for  one  auuthur.  Btit  will  they  do 
80?  Certainly  not.  The  machine  having  been  made  in  a 
year  by  an  outlay  of  50o/.,  and  profit*  beiiip  20  pur  cent., 
the  natural  prii'to  of  the  maeln'ne  \»  600/. :  mnkin;^  an  uldi- 
tional  100?.  wliicb  must  be  advanced,  over  and  above  hie 
other  expenses,  by  the  mannfaetnrer  of  C,  and  repaid  to  him 
wnth  a  jjrofit  of  20  per  cent.  While,  therefore,  thu  eommo- 
dity  A  is  eold  for  12t.K>?.,  C  cannot  be  jiermaijently  sold  for 
less  than  1320/. 

A  sceond  cousioquence  i&,  that  every  rise  or  fall  ftf  gen- 
eral jirofitp  will  have  an  effect  on  values.  Not_mdiH?d_by 
raisin!.'  of  lowerhi^'  tliein  peni-i?tllv  (whieh,  as  we  have  &o  of- 
ten said,  is  a  contradiction  and  an  impossibility):  btit  by  al- 
tgn'n^  the  proptrtlon  in  which  the  valiiea  of  thinus  art*  af- 
fected by  the  uncr|iial  lc;iij;ths  of  time  for  whii;^-li  pntfit  is  i|yp. 
Wlien  two  thinpa,  though  made  by  efitial  labour,  lire  of  un- 
equal value  because  the  one  is  called  upon  to  yield  protit 
for  a  greater  number  of  years  or  montlis  than  the  other; 
this  difference  of  valne  will  l>c  jifreater  when  profits  are 
greater,  and  less  when  they  arc  less.  Tlie  wine  which  has 
to  yield  five  years  profit  more  than  the  cloth,  will  mirpnse  if 
in  value  much  more  if  pntfits  are  40  per  cent.,  than  if  ibty 
are  only  20,  The  commoditicR  A  and  C,  which,  though 
made  by  equal  quautitioa  of  labour,  were  sold  for  1200/.  and 
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1320/.,  a  difference  <if  10  per  ciiit,,  woiiUl,  if  profits  had  heeii 
only  liuir  ast  much,  have  l>ot:n  gold  for  llOU/.  and  HhhU  a 
diifereneo  of  only  5  per  cent- 
It  followd  from  this,  that  ev«n  a  gonerid  rise  nf  wages,  i 
whuu  it  involves  a  renl  increase  in  tltu  cost  of  lubuur,  doc«l 
in  some  d^ree  intliionce  vidiiu^.  It  doctt  not  aftVs't  tlimn  in 
tlu*  manner  vulgarly  &up]>oscd,  by  raii.iiig  tbem  uiiivei-siilly. 
Bnt  an  increase  in  the  (x>t*t  of  iahoiir.  lowora  profittj  ^  andf 
t! mrRfiirn  L>wyrrt  In  natural  ^ahit-s  t lie  things  into  wliifh 
profits  enter  In  a  greater  proportion  than  the  aveni^e,  and 
raises  tJiosc  into  which  they  enter  in  a  less  i)ropfirt!nn  than 
llie  avvragu.  All  riimin<>dilk'.s  in  the  production  ni'  which 
macliinery  beara  b  Uirffl.*  part,  ctjpeciatly  it' the  macluncry  is 
very  durable,  am  h>wer<HT"  in  their  rclativp  value  when 
profits  fall ;  or.  what  ia  i.-<piivalcnl,  other  ihitipd  aiv  raiiie<li 
in  value  rulatively  to  them,  lliis  truth  is  souietimes  ex- 
]ires8ed  in  a  piiraseolog}'  more  plauBiblc  llian  sound,  \by 
aayinw  that  a  rise  of  wages  raises  tJie  value  of  thingt>  made 
by  labour,  in  comparison  witli  those  made  by  machinery. 
Bat  tilings  made  by  macUlnery,  just  as  much  h»  any  other 
things,  are  made  by  labour,  namely  the  labour  which  made 
the  machinery  itself:  the  only  diflVrenee  beint;  thai  jirofits 
ent«r  somewhat  more  largely  into  the  production  of  things 
for  wliifh  niarhinery  ie  used,  though  the  principal  item  of 
the  ouilay  is  still  labour.  It  i»  better,  therefore,  to  associate 
the  effect  witli  fall  of  profits  than  with  rise  of  wages ;  es- 
pecially as  thia  la^t  e.^prewion  ia  extremely  ambignouK,  aug- 
gestiiig  the  idea  of  nn  increase  of  the  labourer's  real  reinu- 
iieratlon,  rather  than  of  wiiat  is  alone  to  t!io  pnrpofec  here, 
namely,  the  coat  of  labour  to  its  employer. 


I 


^  0,  Besides  the  natural  and  neecamrv  cltTmcnts  in  coat  \ 
of  prrtd action — labour  and  profit-s — there  ai'c  otlif^  ^ylMnli 
ye  urtiHi-ial  and  canniiK  aa  for  int^tanoc  a  tax.  The  taxes  on 
hops  and  malt  are  as  much  a  jtart  ut'  tlie  cost  of  production 
of  those  articles,  as  the  wages  of  the  Jabourers.  The  cx- 
ponaes  whicli  the  law  impot§cs,  as  well  as  thoiie  which  tlio 
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nnttiro  of  tilings  imfwsee,  iinist  be  ri-irnhnrKed  with  tlie  i»r- 
(iiuary  ppotit  from  the  value  of  tlw  produce,  or  Uie  things 
will  not  coutinue  to  be  produced.  But  the  influence  of  tax- 
ation on  value  is  suhject  to  the  same  conditioiiB  oa  the  influ- 
ence uf  wage.4  and  of  piotitii.  It  'i/>  not  general  taxation,  but 
1  differential  taxation,  timt  produces  the  effect.  If  all  jtroduo 
tioiis  wt-re  taxed  hu  am  to  take  an  iHjual  perccnta^*  frtnn  all 
protits,  i-elativf  valnee  would  be  in  no  way  disturbed.  If  only 
a  few  eoinino4litie»  were  taxed,  their  value  would  rise:  and  if 
only  a  tew  wui-e  left  untaxed,  their  value  would  fall.  If  half 
were  taxed  and  the  remainder  untaxed,  the  first  half  would 
rise  and  tlie  lobt  would  fall  relatively  to  each  other.  T)ii« 
would  bo  neccssaiy  in  order  to  equalize  the  expectation  of 
jjrofit  in  all  einployrnentR,  witliout  which  tlie  taxed  employ- 
incnts  would  ultimately,  if  not  immediately,  bo  abandoned. 
But  general  taxation,  when  equally  imposed,  and  not  dis- 
turbing the  relations  of  different  productions  to  one  anotlier, 
cannot  produce  any  effet^t  on  valui«. 

We  have  thus  &r  supposed  that  all  tlic  means  and  ap- 
pliances winch  enter  into  the  w»st  ol'  prodnelion  of  cttninio- 
diliee,  are  things  whose  own  value  depends  on  their  cost  of 
production.  Some  of  them,  however,  may  belong  to  the 
claims  of  tiling  which  cannot  be  incrt^ascd  a<f  lihUum  in 
quantitA*,  and  which  therefore,  if  the  demand  jjies  beyond  a 
cerhiin  amount,  eommand  a  gcanity  value.  The  inatorials 
of  many  of  the  oniamcntnl  arlii-les  mannfactnred  in  Italy 
are  the  HubstanpeR  eiUle^l  rosso,  piiillo,  and  verdc  antieo. 
which,  whether  truly  or  falsely  I  know  not,  are  asecrted  to 
be  solely  derived  from  the  dentruetion  of  ancient  eolnmna 
and  other  oniamcntal  Btmctures;  the  quarries  from  whieh 
the  Btone  wait  nri*rinftlly  out  heint^  exhaustiKi,  or  their  lo<!al- 
ity  forgotten.'*  A  material  of  Bueh  a  nature,*  if  in  maeh 
demand,  must  be  at  n  scarcity  value ;  and  tliis  value  entora 
into  the  cost  of  production,  and,  consequently,  into  the  v.-duo 
of  the  iiuislied  article.     TIio  time  scums  to  be  approaching 

*  Some  of  dme  qtutfkfl,  I  believe,  h*.\-<i  Iimd  rediworortii,  uhI  on  a^^Sit 
•rorfced. 


ULTIMATE  ANALYSIS  OF  COST  OF  PKOUUCTION. 


57fi 


y 


wlicn  the  more  valnable  fure  will  come  under  the  iiifliienoo 
of  a  scarcity  value  of  the  matcn'al.  Hitherto  the  dimini^h- 
ing  iinni1>er  of  the  iinitnuU  wltich  produce  thom,  in  the  nil- 
diTiicssLTit  of  SiU-ria  ami  ou  the  coui-ts  oi'  lli«  Khquiumiix 
Sea,  has  operated  on  the  value  oidy  through  the  greater  la- 
huur  which  haa  heroine  iieces-Bary  for  weiiriiif?  any  ^iven 
quantity  of  the  article,  since,  without  doubt,  by  emiiUiving 
)alK>nr  enoti^^li^  jt  might  etill  be  obtained  in  much  greater 
abundance  for  some  time  longer. 

But  the  eiific  in  whieli  scarcity  value  chiefly  operates  in 
ulding  to  cost  of  production,  is  the  ease  of  natural  agents. 
These,  when  unappropriated,  and  to  be  had  for  the  taking, 
do  not  enter  into  cost  of  prodnction,  save  to  the  extent 
of  the  labiiur  which  may  be  necessary  to  fit  them  for  Ufttj. 
Even  when  appropriated,  they  do  not  (as  we  have  alrea<ly 
Been)  bear  a  vahie  frum  the  more  fact  of  the  appoprintion, 
but  only  from  scarcity,  that  is,  from  limitation  of  supply. 
But  it  is  efpially  certain  that  they  often  do  l>ear  a  scarcity 
vhIuc.  Suppose  11  fall  of  water,  in  a  plitt^e  where  there  are 
more  mills  wanted  than  there  is  water-power  to  Hupply; 
the  use  of  the  fall  uf  water  will  have  a  Bcareity  value,  snlH- 
cient  either  to  bring  the  demand  down  to  the  supply,  ur  lo 
pay  fur  tho  creation  of  an  artiliciul  power,  by  titeam  or 
otherwise,  equal  in  efficiency  to  tlie  water-power. 

A  natural  agtnit  being  a  po.NK^sisioti  in  pt-rpcttiity,  ntid 
being  only  serviceable  by  the  prudui'ts  resulting  from  its 
continued  employment,  tlie  ordinary  mode  of  deriving  ben- 
efit from  its  ownersiup  is  by  an  annual  equivalent,  paid  by 
the  person  who  nsee  it,  IVom  the  pro<.>eeds  >if  its  use.  Tliia 
Ofpiivaleut  always  might  be,  and  generally  is,  tcmieil  rent 
The  questiun,  theretorc,  respecting  the  inflnence  which  the 
appropriatioh  of  natural  agents  pnMluceii  ou  values,  is  often 
stated  in  tliis  form :  Docfi  Ilent  enter  into  Cost  of  Frodue- 
tion  L-flnii^thc  an?iwer  of  the  beat  political  economists  is  in 
th^i^rarivei  Tlie  temptation  is  strong  to  the  adoption  of 
these  sweeping  expressions,  even  by  Uiosc  who  are  aware 
of  the  restrictiou.i  with  which  they  must  be  taken ;  for  llicre 
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no^aenji'ing  tliul  they  ctanip  a  generul  principle  mon* 
finuly  on  tlin  niind,  tlmn  if  it  were  liudgud  rouml  in  tliuury 
witti  all  its  practical  limitations.  Bnt  tlicj  fd«u  puzzle  and 
Uili>lcad,  and  rruHto  un  iinprt'n»ion  uiitavoiirtiblc  to  political 
eooiiomy,  !ia  it' it  disregarded  the  evidence  of  iHcla.  No  ono 
can  deny  that  rent'8t>metiined  enters  into  co^t  of  productiun. 
If  T  buy  or  rent  a  piece  of  ground,  and  Imild  a  elotli  ninna- 
laetory  ou  it,  the  grouiid-reut  formi*  legitimately  a  part  uf 
my  ex|>en»e»  of  production,  which  must  be  repaid  by  the 
protluet.  And  sincu  all  factories  are  built  on  ground;  and 
modt  of  them  in  places  where  ground  is  peculiarly  valuable, 
the  rent  paid  for  it  muBt,  un  the  average,  be  eonipeneated  in 
the  values  of  all  things  made  in  factories.  Id  wbul  fucubn  it 
is  true  that  rent  doeH  nut  enter  iuti>  the  coitt  ttf  production 
or  atFect  the  value  of  agrieaUmul  produce,  will  be  &bowii  in 
the  aucceeding  chapter. 


CUAPTER  V. 


OF  REST,  IX  ITS  RELATIOV  TO  TALFE. 


§  1.  We  liare  investignted  ibe  laws  which  determine 
the  vjihiL-  (>f  two  r1:i.:WfS  of  u.omtnodilius :  tlic  small  t-lafia 
wliic'b,  Itclriii  limifud  tu  a  definite  ciimntitV,  hiive  their  Vftlue 
enTJrcly  dt^termliu'il  l>v  tlL-rnmnl  ;iiid  riiii»]>lv,  save  ihat  Uieir 
oust  of  pnuhictiou  (if  tlii-y  have  aiiy)  wiiistituhi's  a  nniiiiniiiii 
bolow  which  tliey  cannot  jtcnnanciitly  fallyC  mid  the  h'rgo 
C'l^a,  whit'.h  can  hu  iiiultiplitHi  ad  Hhituni  by  laUuiir  a i id 
capital,  and  of  wlucb  the  coat  of  prodnot!'''n  fixes  tlie  ma\i- 
nuiliL  !ij*  well  as  the  miuimum  at  wli JdLjhev  can  i>ermn- 
nciitlv  L-.vrhmmc.  Hut  there  Is  still  a  ^hJi-d  kind  of  coninio- 
ditics  tit  be  cnntiidcred:  tlio-^  which  have,  not  one,  but  wv- 
oral  c<ist8  of  production  ;  which  can  always  be  increased  in 
quantity  by  labour  and  capita!,  but  not  by  the  same  amount 
of  labonr  and  capital ;  of  which  &o  mncli  mar  be  pnidncnl 
at  a  given  cost,  but  a  ftirtluT  quantity  not  witliont  a  greater 
isCY^X.  These  comnioditics  funn  an  inteniiediato  cla.^,  j>ar- 
taking  of  the  character  of  both  tho  othci-?.  Tlie  principal 
of  tboin  ift  !VTTicif blind  pruiltut^-  We  have  already  made 
abundant  rcicron-_-c  to  the  finnlunicntal  tnith,  that  in  agri- 
culture, the  ^late  of  tlie  art  bciu*;  given,  doubling  the  la- 
bonr docs  not  double  the  lu-oduco;  that  if  an  inf-rcased 
quantity  of  pi-oduco  is  required,  the  additional  s-upj^ly  is  ob- 
tained at  a  greater  cost  than  the  firet.  AN^ere  a  hundred 
quartci*!}  of  c<im  are  all  lluit  is  ul  pn-ecnt  rcrintrcd  from  the 
bind?  of  n  given  villiifje,  if  the  growth  (ff  pojiulalion  mu'le  tt 
necessary  to  raise  a  himdred  more,  cither  by  breaking  up 
S5 


worse  land  in»w  uncultivatcfl,  or  hy  a  more  rltiborftte  ™Ui- 
vation  of  the  IaikI  alroacly  under  the  plough,  the  additioaal 
}iundred,  or  Bonie  part  of  tboin  at  least,  might  cost  double 
or  treble  as  iiiueh  per  quarter  as  the  former  supj'ly. 

If  tlu!  tirat  hiiiidnHi  qiuirtfr!*  w*tn!  all  nibed  at  the  sanm^^ 
expense  (only  the  best  land  being  cultivated);  and  if  tha^^f 
expcn^H;  WKuid  iw  remunerated  with  the  ordinary  profit  hy^^ 
a  price  of  2U#.  tiie  quarter ;  the  ntitnral  price  of  wheat,  m 
long  as  no  more  than  tiuit  quantity  waa  required,  would  l»o 
20#. ;  and  it  could  only  rise  above,  or  fall  hflow  tliat  prie 
from  viei&sitndes  of  seasons,  or  other  casual  variations  1 
supply.     But  if  the  populutiuu  of  the  dii<lnct  advanced, 
time  would  arrive  when  more  than  a  hundred  quart 
wouhi  he  necessary  to  feed  it.    We  must  suppose  that  the 
is  no  access  to  any  fu reign  supply.     By  the  hypothe^ii^, 
more  than  a  htmdred  quarters  can  be  produced  in  the  di»- 
triet,  unles*  by  cillier  bringing;  worse  laud  into  cultivation, 
or  alteruig  the  syateui  of  culture  to  a  more  expeu&ive  one. 
Neither  of  these  things  will  be  done  wilhont  a  rise  in  pri 
TliiB  rise  of  price  will  pradually  be  brought  abiiut  hy  tlie  i 
ereiiaiiig  demand,     yo  huig  as  the  price  hais  risen,  but  n 
risen  enough  to  repay  w-ith  the  ordinary  profit  the  coat 
pri'iiueiug  an  additional  quantity,  the  increased  vahte  of  il 
limited  supply  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  scarcity  valu 
Suppose  that  it  will  not  answer  to  cultivate  the  second 
land,  or  land  of  tlie  siKiond  degree  of  remoteness,  for  a  I 
return  than  25j.  the  quarter ;  and  that  tliin  pri(«  is  aW 
necessary  to  remunerate  the  expensive  operations  by  which 
an  iii'.rcased  produce  might  be  raised  trom  laud  of  the  first 
quality.     If  so,  the  price  will  rise,  lliri>ugh  tljc  increased  de- 
mand, until  it  reaciies  2oe.     That  will  now  be  the  natural 
])ri(*e;    being  the  price  without  which    the  quantity, 
which  society  has  a  demaiui  at  that  price,  will  no!  be  pr 
duced.     At  tliat  ("rice,  however,  society  can  go  on  for  w)ni 
time  longer;  could  go  on  perhaps  for  ever,  if  |»opulatio; 
did  not  increase.    The  j)rice,  having  attained  tbat  poin 
will  not  again  permanently  recede  (though  it  may  fall  ten 
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porarily  from  aceideDUl  abundance) ;  nor  will  it  advance 
fiirlber,  &u  lon^  as  euciety  can  obtain  thu  supply  it  inquired 
without  a  second  increase  of  the  cost  of  production. 

1  liave  iiiadj  use  of  Prioc  in  thiii  reui^oning,  as  a  conve- 
nient eynibol  of  Value,  from  the  greater  faniitianty  of  the 
idea  ;  and  I  Bliall  ojntinue  to  do  so  as  far  as  may  appear  to 
be  necessary. 

In  the  case  8iip]>o8c<l,  different  portions  of  the  supply  of 
corn  have  ditl'ereut  costs  of  production.  Thouj^b  the  20,  or 
5U,  or  150  (piarterd  additional  have  been  produced  at  a  cost 
proportional  to  25«.,  the  original  Itundred  qnarteitu  per  an- 
num are  still  produced  at  a  cost  only  proportional  to  20a. 
TUU  h  self-evident,  if  tlto  original  and  the  additional  supply 
are  produced  on  different  qualitiea  tif  land.  It  is  cipially  trno 
if  they  are  produced  on  the  same  laud.  Suppose  that  land  of 
the  best  quality,  whicli  ])ro<bice4l  lOO  <]uarterH  at  20jii.,  hm 
been  made  to  produce  15U  by  aa  ox[>fUsive  process,  whicli  it 
would  not  answer  to  undertake  without  a  price  of  25».  The 
cost  which  refjuiri'it  2aff.  ta  incurred  tor  the  sake  of  50  quar^ 
ters  alone  :  the  firel  huiulrod  n)ight  liare  continued  for  ever 
to  bo  protlueod  at  the  original  cost^  and  with  the  benefit,  on 
tliat  quantity,  of  the  whole  rise  of  itWce  cause<l  by  the  in- 
creased demand :  no  one,  therefore,  will  incur  the  additinual 
expense  for  ibe  sake  of  the  additional  fifty,  unlets  they  alone 
will  i)ay  for  the  whole  of  it.  The  firty,  therefore,  will  be 
produced  at  their  natural  price,  ]uviporti<>neil  to  the  cost  of 
their  production ;  while  the  other  hundred  will  now  bring  ia 
5«.  a  ipiarter  more  than  tlieir  natural  price — than  the  price 
corresponding  to,  and  sufficing  to  j*emunerate,  their  lower  cost 
of  production. 

If  the  production  of  any,  even  the  smalleat,  portion  of 
the  supply,  requires  as  a  necessary  condition  a  certain  price, 
that  price  will  be  obtuiued  for  all  the  rest.  Wh  are  nut  able 
to  buy  one  loaf  cheaper  tliaii  another  beeaui^c  the  com  from 
which  it  was  made,  being  grown  on  a  richer  soil,  has  cost 
leas  to  the  grower.  TIte  value,  therefore,  of  au  article 
(meaning  its  natural,  wluch  is  the  same  with  its  average 
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I  value)  is  dctcnuineil  by  tlic  oo&t  of  tlmt  portion  of  the  sqp- 
^  plj  Nvlilc'h  is  proiUnx'tl  1111(1  l.iroiiglit  t>' marker  uttUo  j^rclt^ 
I  Wit,  Rviyt-nKOt^  This  Jw  tJiu  Liiw  OJ'  Vulue  uf  tiie  tliird  »l'  ijui 
ItlTrcc  claawja  into  whicii  nil  eotnmuditie6  arc  divided. 

§   3,      If  tliL-  pnrtioii   of  |H'^)<iiiro   riiist-d  in  tlm  iiiq^^  yn. 

\  favonrablo  circiiiii?.t!\in),-s,  oljtiun&  u  value  I'rnjtortionvd  to 
its  (!c»i-t  I'l  priKlucUuu ;  all  (liu  purlioim  raiB<!tl  in  more  fa- 
•yoinablc  eircuingtanfos,  scUiiiff  as  tlicv  must  do  at  the  same 
Value,  obtain  a  vulue  moro  tliaii  pi-oportioped  to  tlioir  vmt 
of  pi-odiictioD.    'Jy^jf  VJ'H^  ^_l^'^^'  t-'on-ectlv  ^i^caking,  a 


flpari;ity  value,  for  it  i8  <T<'tc-nninciM>y  tlie  cirfinnstiinct'S  of 
the  production  of  the  commodity,  and  not  by  the  do^Toc  of 
doamcfts  necessary  for  keeping  down  the  demand  to  the 
levifl  of  a  litiiitcKl  supply.  Tlio  owners,  however,  <tf  tbo«e 
portionB  of  the  protliice  enjoy  n  privilege ;  they  ohioiti  a 
value  wlii^-Ii  yields  them  loore  ihnn  tlic  ordinary  profit.  If 
tine  udvaiitnpce  depends  upon  any  special  exLiiiptiiin,  «uch  as 
being  free  from  a  tax,  or  tij><in  any  personal  advantngva, 
physical  or  mental,  or  any  jieouliar  prtK-ess  only  known  to 
tlieiiipplvi-g,  or  upriii  tlie  ]>os^^f;inn  of  a  prcater  capital  than 
other  people,  or  upon  variona  other  t1)in(^  which  might  bo 
ennnterated,  they  retain  it  to  tbeniselves  as  nn  extra  paJn, 
over  ami  above  the  general  jirolits  uf  cajiilal,  of  the  nature, 
in  Bome  sort,  of  a  monopoly  profit.  But  when,  ae  In  tUa 
case  whit'h  we  are  more  particularly  pi»nsidrrinjj,  tbe  ad- 
vantage dejK-nds  on  the  p(»*so8aion  of  a  natnral  ajrent  of 
jteculinr  i(nality,  as  for  instance  of  more  fertile  lami  than 
that  wliich  determines  the  general  value  of  the  coniniodity  ; 
and  when  this  natnral  spent  is  not  owned  by  lliem«'lve»; 
the  person  who  docs  own  It.  is  able  to  exact  from  th^-m,  in 
the  form  of  n-nt,  the  whole  extra  piin  derived  from  itii  a«L 
We  Bre  tlinfi  brnnplit  by  another  ro:i<l  to  tbe  Law  of  Rent, 
iiive&lijrated  in  the  eonclndini;  cliPptcr  of  tbe  Sci'ond  Book. 
i[  Tt«int.  we  a;j^ain  Be<',  U  the  dinVn-nee  between  the  uiiupnd 
I  returns  to  diffcrL-nt  parts  of  ibe  eapitnl  employed  mh  tbe 
eoil.     AVhatcver  Miq>bi3  any  jiortioii  of  a^icultural  capital 
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rofliiceg,  bcvonj  wlint  is  produced  hy  tlie  samo  amomit  of_ 


um'ilul  on  tlK^^ui->t)s')il,  or  under  tlip  most  expensive  niodo 
ol'f-'iilitvafii'ti^  wliifli  thf  i-xistjng  ilenmiids  of  froeicly  eonijicJ 
arocuur&cto;  that  unrplus  will  tiiitumliy  l»u  paid  as  rent  (Vom 
tlmt  cnpihd,  to  the  owner  r.f  tlic  land  on  w  hich  it  is  cniplnvcd. 

It  was  lon^  lliouglit  liy  pttlitjiral  iToiioniists,  among  tlio 
rest  even  by  Adam  tSmilii,  that  the  prodtit-i;  ol'  ImthI  k  nU 
WHVK  lit  n  ni(>ni>p<jlv  viilUi',  hi>(sui)u>  (they  said^  in  addition] 
t()  the  urdiuury  rali  of  jH-olit,  it  always  yiehla  t^oniethiiig! 
ftirlber  for  rent,  piis  we  now  see  to  be  cirurifHina.  Al 
thing  cannot  he  at  a  inuiitjpuly  vahie,  when  its  supply  can) 
Imj  inereuHcd  to  an  indefinite  extent  it*  we  are  only  willing  io 
incnr  the  cost.  Il'  no  more  coni  than  the  existing  quantity  '' 
lit  grown,  it  Ih  bccanti«  tiie  Tahic  has  not  risen  liigh  enough 
to  leiniiueratc  any  one  for  growing  it.  Any  land  (not  ro- 
RiMTcd  for  otlier  iwes,  or  for  ]>U'U*iir4')  wlii<li  al  the  existing 
l>rJco.  and  hy  the  existing  procefiBCt*,  will  yield  tlie  ordinary 
pnitil^  is  tolerably  ccrlain,  utilcsi^  6unie  nrlificial  liiiidrance 
inter\'Dnett,  to  be  enUivnted,  although  nothing  nnty  he  lell 
for  rent  As  long  aa  there  is  any  laud  fit  for  coltivation, 
Mhich  at  the  CTtistinp  pi-ice  ennnut  be  profitably  cultivated 
at  all,  there  niudt  be  aornc  land  a  little  better,  wliieli  will 
yield  the  ordinary  profit,  but  allow  nothing  for  rent:  «nd 
that  laud,  if  wittiin  the  boundary  of  a  farm,  will  bo  culti- 
vated by  the  fanner;  if  not  80,  probably  by  the  proprietor, 
or  by  some  otlier  I'crson  on  sufferance.  ?onie  sncli  land  al 
lea>tt,  under  cnllivntinn,  there  can  w^arcely  fail  to  lie. 

Iteiit^  thrreforL'.  foniifii^'art  uf  iho  cost  of  T-rodnc-tion  \^^ 
\vhi«  h  drtrrniini's  tlm  xa1in*  i^t'  njirir  iilinnd  jmHlim'  ^'-'^  I 
cuuistHnecs  tio  doubt  may  be  eonceive^l  in  wliieh  it  might 
do  80,  and  very  largrly  too,  We  can  imagine  a  country  so 
fully  peopled,  and  with  all  iU  enlliva!)le  soil  ko  ronipletely 
occupied,  that  to  produce  any  additional  quantity  would  re- 
quim  more  labour  than  tlie  pniduco  would  feed  :  and  if  we 
aupp<ise  this  to  Ih;  the  condition  of  the  whole  world,  or  of  a 
conntr\'  deban-ed  from  foreign  sn]>ply,  then,  if  po|ndation 
couiumed  iuereabing,  both  the  hind  and  its  produeu  would 
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really  rUo  to  a  monopoly  or  scarcity  price.  But  this  sta 
uf  thiu^  nuvur  cau  liuve  really  ujciHted  nnywiiure,  unle^ 
possibly  in  some  Biiiall  itjland  cut  otf  t'rom  tlie  rest  ot*  the 
world ;  nor  is  tliera  any  duugcr  whatever  thai  it  ahould 
exist.  It  certainly  oxhu  in  no  known  region  at  present 
Monopoly,  we  liavo  seen,  can  tako  cflirct  on  value,  only 
through  limitation  of  Bupply.  In  all  countries  of  any  oxt«nt 
there  h  more  cultivuble  land  than  18  yet  culliviited;  and 
wliile  there  h  any  Rucfa  ttUrpluB,  it  is  the  buiuu  tiling,  au  ha 
B6  that  quality  of  lund  is  concerned>  as  if  there  were  au  i 
finite  quantity.  What  is  pracrically  limited  in  snpply  is 
only  the  better  qualities  ;  and  even  for  those,  go  iiiueh  rent 
cannot  be  demanded  a&  would  bring  in  the  competition  of 
tlic  lands  not  yet  in  cultivation  ;  the  rent  of  a  piece  of  land 
mufit  be  somewhat  less  tlian  the  wliote  excess  of  its  produc- 
trvcnci)s  over  that  of  the  best  land  which  it  ia  nt)t  yet  pritfit- 
able  to  cultivute ;  that  is,  it  niiit^t  be  about  equal  to  the 
excess  above  the  worst  hind  which  it  is  profiiabjc  to  culti- 
vate. The  lunil  or  the  capital  moat  imfavoui-ahly  circum- 
atance<I  among  those  actually  employed,  pavs  no  rent;  an 
latliinjljor  capital  deteriiiinp^i  llic  cost  of  production  wliic 
atea  the  raliie  of  tiic  wtiole  ])n»hire.  Thus  rent  is, 
we  have  already  Been,  no  canso  of  value,  but  tlie  price  of 
tlie  privile>rc  which  the  inequality  of  the  retqnis  to  ditferen 
portions  of  agricultural  produce  coufera  ou  all  exee[»l  thi 
least  favoure<I  portion. 

Jterit,  ill  short,  nicrely  i-^jnalizos  the  pmfits  t^C  dlffpront 
farmini;  t-apiraU,  by  enaldinj;  the  luiidlnnl  to  appropriate 
^11  extra  gaiiis^tR-irasi*ine<l  by  superiority  of  niiturgl  ailvan- 
taje.-t.  It  all  landlords  were  unanimously  to  fore^ro  their 
rent,  they  would  hut  transfer  it  to  the  farraere,  wiihoul 
benetiting  the  consumer;  for  the  existing  price  of  com 
would  slill  be  an  indispensable  condilitm  of  tlie  pr««lnctioa 
of  part  of  the  existing  supply,  and  if  a  part  obtainefl  that 
price  the  whole  would  obtain  it.  Rent,  therefore^  unlew 
artificially  inrrcascfl  by  restrictive  laws,  i±  no  Imrtlien  on 
!!ie  consumer :  it  does  not  raise  the  price  of  corn,  and  is  nut" 
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otherwise  a  de'riment  to  the  public,  than  inasmncb  as  if  the 
Btate  hati  rotainuil  it,  or  imposed  au  eqtiivaluiit  in  the  eJiapo 
of  a  land-tax,  it  wonld  then  have  buun  a  fund  appliuable  to 
general  in»tea<l  of  jtrirate  advaiitn^. 

§  3,  Agricultural  productions  are  not  tho  only  com- 
moditicB  which  have  eevei-al  different  coals  of  priKluction  at 
once,  and  which,  in  conMHineuce  of  that  diticrvuce,  and  iu 
proportion  to  it,  aflbrd  a  rent.  Mines  arc  hIm  an  instance. 
Almost  all  kinds  of  raw  inrttiTifil  extrarteil  from  tlie  interior 
of  the  tiarth — metals,  coals,  preilons  stoucs,  ifcc,  are  ob- 
tained from  minee  differing  considerably  in  fertility,  that  is, 
violdiug  very  diftcrent  quantities  of  the  product  to  the  same 
quantity  of  Iiibonr  and  capital.  Tliifl  being  the  ca^c,  it  is 
an  obvious  question,  why  arc  not  the  most  fertile  minea  so 
worked  as  to  supply  the  whole  market  i  No  gueh  question 
can  arise  as  to  land  ;  it  being  self-evident,  that  tlie  most  fer- 
tile landa  coulil  not  possibly  be  made  to  supply  tho  whole 
demnnd  of  a  fnlly-ix-oiilcd  country;  and  even  of  what  they 
do  yield,  a  jvart  is  extorted  from  them  by  a  labour  and  out- 
lay as  groat  as  that  required  to  grow  the  same  amount  on 
worse  land.  Tint  it  is  not  so  with  mines ;  at  least,  not  uni- 
Tor&ally.  Tliere  arc,  perhaps,  cases  iu  which  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  extract  from  a  particular  vein,  in  a  given  time,  more 
than  a  certain  r|u:intily  of  ore,  because  there  is  only  a  lim- 
ited surface  of  tlie  vein  exposed,  on  which  more  than  a  cer- 
tain number  of  labourers  cannot  he  simultaneoufily  em- 
ployed. But  tliis  is  not  true  of  all  mines.  In  collieries,  for 
example,  some  other  cause  of  limitation  mnst  be  sought  for. 
In  some  instimcca  the  owners  limit  the  quantity  raised,  iu 
order  not  too  rapidly  to  cxhanst  the  mine:  in  others  there 
are  said  to  be  conibiuations  uf  owners,  to  keep  up  a  ni<> 
nop*»ly  price  by  limiting  the  pro^hiction.  Whatever  be  the 
causes,  it  is  a  fnct  that  mines  of  different  degrees  of  richness 
are  in  operation,  and  since  the  value  of  the  produce  nmst  be 
proportional  to  the  cost  of  production  at  the  worst  mine  (fer- 
tility and  sitDution  taken  together),  it  is  more  than  propor- 
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tional  to  that  of  the  best.  AU  mines  exiperior  in  prodnoe  to 
tlio  worst  actually  workwl,  will  yield,  thercJore,  a  rcut  oqoal 
to  tlic  fxcts-a.  Tliey  iimy  yiuld  luoru ;  uiiil  tlio  wornt  mine 
may  it&elf  yiold  a  rent.  Mines  bettig  c<jinj»ar;itivuly  few, 
tlieir  (]n:tl!tie»  do  not  gniduatv  gently  into  one  anotluT,  ns 
tlie  qualities  of  loiid  do;  and  tlio  dcmund  may  be  hucIi  m  to 
koep  the  value  of  the  produce  eonsiderahly  above  the  cost 
of  production  at  the  wi)rt>t  mine  now  worked,  witliuut  beinj; 
suHicieiit  to  bring  into  oi»uratiati  a  still  worse.  During  tlio 
interval,  tlie  pi'oduce  is  really  at  a  eearnity  value. 

Fieherics  aro  another  example.  Fislieries  In  the  open 
Roa  are  not  appropriat^xJ,  but  fij^hcHes  in  lakes  or  rivorg 
ulniost  always  are  so«  and  likewise  oyeter-beds  or  other  par- 
tiruhir  tishinj^  j^roiinds  on  cuaiita.  We  may  take  Balnion 
tiaJicries  as  uu  example  of  the  wliule  class.  ISouie  rivers  ore 
far  more  ]>niductive  in  ealmon  tban  others.  Kone«  how- 
ever, witliout  being  exhan.-ted,  can  supply  more  than  a  vciy 
lunited  demand.  The  demand  of  a  country  like  England 
ean  only  bo  supplied  by  taking  salmon  from  many  diflereiit 
rivers  of  unequal  [>rnduirtivetie*i*,  and  the  value  mti&t  lie 
auflicicnt  to  repay  the  cost  of  obtaining  the  fii^ii  from  tlio 
least  productive  of  thcwj.  All  others,  therefore,  wiU  if 
Hppropriated  affonl  a  rent  equal  to  the  value  of  Ihcir 
superiority.  Much  higher  than  tins  it  cannot  be,  if  there 
arc  salmon  rivers  aceessible  which  from  die^tance  ur  inferior 
pro<Iuctivene«a  have  not  yet  contributed  to  snppljr  the 
market.  If  there  are  not,  the  value,  doubtless  "'»>*  ri«J  t« 
a  scurcity  rate,  and  the  worst  liohurii's  in  use  umy  then  yield 
n  considerable  rent 

Both  in  the  case  of  mines  and  of  fij^horii's,  tlie  natiind 
order  of  events  ta  liablu  to  be  interrupted  by  the  oi>ening  *»f 
a  new  mine,  or  a  now  fishery,  of  superior  quality  to  aonic 
of  tliof^e  already  in  use.  Tlio  lirst  effect  of  such  an  incident 
is  an  iniTtrase  of  the  s-upply  ;  which  of  cour»c  lowers  the 
value  to  call  forth  an  increased  demand.  This  reducx-d 
vuliie  may  be  no  longer  sufticient  to  remunerate  the  vrnrtt 
ting  mines  or  fii>herie8,  and  these  may  eon8e<juent- 
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}y  be  ahftHflonol.  If  tlie  sinjcnor  mines  or  fielieries,  with 
the  addition  vt'  tlie  one  iiewlv  opened,  prtNjucc  iis  nnu;h  of 
the  c»>iuinotiit_>-  as  i*  rytjijirtnl  at  thf  luwer  value  uoireapond- 
iug  to  tiieir  lower  co»t  of  jtiodut-tion,  tbc  Itil)  of  viUiiu  will 
be  pemmnunt,  and  there  will  be  a  currt^pnnding  tall  in  tiie 
reutd  of  those  mines  or  titihcrics  wliiuh  are  not  ahoiuloi/ed. 
in  tliia  ease,  when  things  havu  pernnLiieutly  adjii»led  llicni- 
s^lves,  tlic  result  will  bc«  that  the  Kale  of  qualitic>$  whieli 
eupi'ly  the  market  will  liave  been  cnt  short  at  the  lower 
end,  wltile  a  new  insertion  will  haro  been  made  in  the  Bcale 
at  ftonie  jiuint  higluir  up  ;  and  the  worst  mine  or  fi:thei'y  in 
nso^tlie  one  which  repdatcs  the  rents  of  the  enporiitr  ipial- 
itics  and  tlie  valiiu  nl'  the  (;onimmlity — will  be  a  mine  or 
fishery  of  better  ^jiialiiy  than  that  by  which  ibey  weru  pre- 
viously regulated. 

Land  ia  u^ed  tor  oilier  purposed  than  agriculture,  ei^pe- 
cially  t>ir  re.si.lerife ;  and  when  an  nsed,  yields  a  rent,  deter- 
mined by  principle*  Kimihir  to  those  already  laid  dowTi. 
The  ground  rent  of  a  buildiui;.  and  the  rent  of  a  jranlen  or 
]mrk  attaelied  to  it,  will  nt^t  be  le!«  than  the  rent  which  iho 
game  laud  wuuhl  alFortl  in  a|;ri<-ulture:  hut  may  be  preater 
than  thin  to  an  indotinite  amount ;  the  f^tntihts  Ix'iiig  either 
ill  eonbideration  of  beauty  or  of  cx>nrenifnco,  the  conro- 
niencu  otten  consii^ing  in  enperior  laeilities  fur  pecniitary 
pain.  SitcA  of  remarkable  Iwauty  arc  geuerally  liniilwl  in 
bupply,  and  tlierefore,  it'  in  great  ileitiand,  are  aL  a  Bcart^ity 
Talue,  Sites  anpcr'or  only  in  conreniencc  arcgoveruetl  aa 
to  their  value  by  tlni  ordinaiy  jirinciplea  of  rent.  The 
ground  rent  of  a  house  in  a  i^umll  village  h  but  little  higher 
than  the  rent  of  a  eitnilar  pateb  of  gn^und  in  the  npen 
fields:  but  that  of  a  Bliop  in  <'lieapside  will  exceeil  thc»e, 
by  the  whole  aTiiouut  at  which  pouplc  estimate  the  superior 
faeilitics  of  money-making  in  tlie  more  crowded  place.  TIio 
reutri  of  wharlime,  dock  and  harlHtur  room,  water-power,  luid 
niatiy  other  privileges,  may  be  analysed  on  similar  principles. 


g  4.     Cases  of  extra  profit  analogous  to  rent,  are  niorA 
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iVe^jncnt  in  the  transactions  of  icdnetry  tlion  is  Bometimee 
supiweed.  Tukc  tho  cbbc,  for  example,  of  a  patent,  or  cx- 
clu»»ivc  privilege  for  the  iiRe  of  u  prociss  by  wliit-h  iiost  of 
production  ia  leiiscnvd.  If  t be  value  of  tbc  pro'luct  oon* 
tiuiics  to  be  n^JTuliUed  by  wliat  it  c<y8.is  to  t)ioi>e  wbo  are 
obli^n]  to  purbibt  in  tbe  old  process,  the  ])atL-utoe  will  iriako 
an  extra  protit  equal  to  the  adrantage  which  bis  prort^^ 
poeaoBsea  over  theirs.  Tliis  extra  profit  h  c*»ciitially  similar 
to  rcut,  and  soiuctiiues  oreii  a:>&miiL«  the  form  uf  it ;  tiie 
patentee  allowing  to  other  prodnecrs  tbe  nse  of  his  privilege, 
in  cuni^idei-atioii  of  an  annual  payment.  So  lung  as  he,  and 
those  whom  he  associates  in  the  privilege,  do  not  prodore 
enough  tn  Bupjily  the  whole  market,  so  h>n^  tbe  original 
cost  of  prwiuclion,  being  the  nwessury  condition  of  protlu- 
cing  a  part,  will  regulate  the  value  of  tho  whole ;  and  the 
patentee  wilt  be  enahlfid  to  keep  np  his  rent  lo  a  full  equiv- 
alent for  the  advftiita'iio  which  his  process  gives  liiin.  In 
the  com  men  cement  iitdeod  he  will  probably  forego  a  part 
of  this  advanta^  for  the  sake  of  tindersclling  others;  the 
increased  6iipi>ly  wliicli  he  brinfjs  forward  will  lower  tbe 
value,  and  make  tbe  trade  a  bad  one  for  those  who  do  not 
pharc  in  tiie  privilege:  many  of  whom  thei-elore  will  gi-ailn- 
ally  retire,  or  restrict  their  operations,  or  enter  into  arrange- 
ments with  the  }iatentcc:  a«  Im  supply  increases  theirs  will 
diminish,  the  value  meanwhile  continuing  slightly  de- 
preased.  But  tf  be  stops  short  in  his  operations  before  tbe 
market  is  wholly  supj'lied  by  the  new  process,  tbin;;8  will 
a^rain  adjust  themselves  to  what  was  the  natural  valne  be- 
fore tbe  invention  was  niaile,  and  tlie  l>enefit  of  the  improve- 
ment will  accrue  solely  to  the  patentee. 

TIio  extra  gains  which  any  producer  or  dealer  obtains 
through  superior  tsdenta  for  business,  or  superior  business 
arrangements,  arc  very  much  of  a  similar  kind.  If  all  hi« 
cum;)etitors  hail  the  same  advantages,  and  nsed  them,  the 
benefit  would  bo  transferred  U*  their  customers,  through  tho 
J.-minished  value  o'E  ti\c  artAt\«i'.  Vt  owl^  retains  it  for  him- 
eelf  because  ho  is  able  to\)i\n?j\ii\ft  <io\MStfA'LVs  \ft  tawi^hsN.  ^ 


a  lower  POBt,  while  its  value  is  determined  by  a  higher.  All 
advHiitages,  in  (act,  which  one  conipulitor  hau  over  auotlier, 
whtitlicr  natural  or  acquired,  whctlicr  perHonal  ur  the  reaiilt 
of  80cinl  arrangements,  bring  the  commodity,  w)  fur,  into  tho 
Third  Olusn,  and  uftstniilatu  the  ]>08tie8iM>r  uf  Che  advuntflge 
to  a  receiver  of  rent.  AVagcs  and  profits  represent  the  uni- 
veraal  clementA  in  prwliiction,  wliile  runt  may  ho  taken  to 
repreaeut  tbe  ditfereiitlal  and  peculiar:  any  difference  in 
favour  of  certain  producerci,  or  in  favour  of  production  in 
certiiin  circuni statuses,  beiny  the  source  of  a  gain,  which, 
though  not  called  rent  unless  paid  periodically  by  one  pcr- 
Bon  to  another,  Ih  governed  by  laws  entirelj'  the  t^anie  with 
it.  The  price  paid  lor  a  diti'd'ential  advantage  in  jTodiicing 
a  commodity,  cannot  enter  into  ttio  general  co&t  uf  produc- 
tion of  the  commodity. 

A  commodity  may,  no  doubt,  in  eome  contingencies,, 
yield  a  rent  even  under  the  most  disadvantagiHius  circum- 
stances of  its  production ;  but  only  when  it  is,  ftir  the  time, 
in  the  cijnditi4m  of  th(H»3  commodities  which  are  absolutely 
limited  in  supply,  and  is  thorcfore  selling  at  a  scarcityj 
value ;  which  never  is,  nor  has  been,  nor  can  be,  a  perma- 
nent condition  of  any  of  tlie  great  rent-yielding  commodi-. 
lies  :  unloss  through  tlielr  approaching  exhaustion,  if  they 
are  mineral  products  (coal,  for  e:cainple),  or  through  an  in- 
crease of  |>opulfltion,  continuing  alter  a  further  increase  of 
production  becomes  impossible;  a  contingency,  which  the 
almoet  inevitable  progress  of  human  culture  and  improv 
nient  in  the  long  interval  which  has  first  to  elapse,  forbids 
ns  to  consider  as  probable. 


^CHAPTER  VI.* 


BimiUUY  OF  THE  TUEORY  Oi'   VAtCE. 


g  1.  Wb  have  now  attained  a  favourable  point  for 
lodkiiig  back,  and  taking  a  BitnultaDL'OUB  view  uf  the  siiaco 
which  we  Lave  trftversttl  siiiee  the  commenccineiit  uf  iJie 
])re.^nt  Book.  The  following  arc  tJic  ]>niivi{>lcs  of  the 
theory  of  Value,  bo  far  as  wo  have  yet  ascertained  them. 

I.  Value  ii  a  yyjfltivt^  fprtn.  Tlie  vahie  of  a  thing 
means  "theqiiantiry  of  some  olher  (hing-,  or  of  thin^  in 
general,  whieti  it  exchanges  for.  Tlic  values  of  all  tiling 
can  never,  tliercforc,  rise  or  fall  siTnultaneoiislj.  Tltere  t« 
no  such  thing-  as  a  general  rise  or  a  general  fall  of  values. 
Every  rise  of  value  supposes  a  fall,  and  ever}'  fall  a  rise. 

II.  The  tein|>orary  or  m'arket  value  of  n  tliiuir.  di'penJg 
on  the  demand  and  feii]>])ly  :  ri^^ing  as  the  demand  riec*,  and 
falling  as  llie  supply  risfis.  The  demand,  however,  varies 
with  lite  value,  being  generally  greater  when  tlie  thinj?  is 
elieap  tlian  when  it  is  dear;  and  the  value  always  adjusts 
itself  ui  such  a  maimer,  tliat  tJic  demand  is  equal  to  the 
supply. 

III.  Besides  their  tempoi-ary  ralne,  tiling  have  aUo  a 
permanent,  or  m  it  may  be  called,  a  J;JuiiirJii-XAhi«»  to 
whieh  the  inarkut  vtiliie,  after  uverv  variation,  alwavs  tends 
to  return  ;  and  the  03<:iHiitions  eoniponsate  for  one  another, 
BO  that,  on  the  average,  connnoditie.i  cxehangu  al  nbuut 
their  natunil  vnluc. 

IV.  The  natural  vftlnc  of  some  things  is  a  stTarrity 
value:  but  most  things  naturally  exchange  for  ono  another 
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tn  the  ratio  of  their  cost  of  production,  or  at  what  may  be 
tcmicd  their  Cost  V^aliic. 

V.  The  thiuga  which  are  naturally  and  puriuaiieutly  at 
a  ecan-ity  value,  are  thosu  of  whifh  the  supply  c-uiutot  be 
iiuTcasiHl  at  all,  or  not  Hufiirienlly  to  satUfy  the  whulu  of 
the  dfmand  whiL-h  wouhl  exipt  for  them  at  their  co^t  value. 

VI.  A  monopoly  valuo  meiiUR  a  wikn-ity  vhIih'.  Monop- 
oly eaitnol  give  a  value  to  auytliing,  except  through  a  Lim- 
itation of  tlie  Mipply. 

VII.  Every  connnodily  of  whieh  the  Biipply  can  Iw  ia- 
dftinitely  inereased  by  hibour  aitd  cupitul,  oxehuu^-s  fur 
other  lhin;|j9  ]iroj;ortioiially  to  the  a>«t  ni-i'e«Hary  for  pro- 
dueiug  and  bringing'  to  market  the  most  eostly  poi-tlim  of 
tliG  6Upply  rctjuired.     The  nntural  value  is  Bynonymoue 

,vilh  the  Coiit  Value,  and  the  cost  value  of  a  thiag.  lueaiis 
the  cost  value  of  the  most  costly  iKjrtion  of  it. 

Vni.  Coat  of  Production  conisUtft  of  several  elunienls, 
flninc  of  which  are  eonstunt  and  luiiverital,  others  m^'a^iona!. 
llie  universal  eleineuls  of  etist  of  prtKlm-tiou  nre,  the  waifos 
of  llio  laboufj  and  the  profit*  of  theeajiitid.  The  oeniibiuiml 
elementH  arc,  ja.vc-s  aud  any  exlra  cost  oceubioiieU  by  a 
Beanity  Viilue  ot  M>me  of  (he  reqiiisiires. 

IX..  Kent  i:i  not  an  elemcpt  in  llie  co&t  of  priKluriion  of 
the  commodity  which  yields  it ;  ejtcep^iii  the  case  (rather 
couecivable  tlian  actually  exiiitiiig)  in  which  it  rcf^nlu  from, 
and  represents,  a  scarcity  value.  But  when  land  eapal'lc 
of  yieldinpr  rent  in  ajjrieullurp  j»  a]iplic>d  to  fuitne  other 
puq>08e,  the  rent  wliii-h  it  woukl  have  yielded  is  an  element 
in  tije  coi^t  of  pmduc'tion  of  the  commodity  which  it  in  eiu< 
ployed  to  produce. 

X.  Omit!  in*!;  the  necasionnl  elemcntB  ;  things  which  ad- 
mit of  indefinite  incre;tse,  natumlly  and  pcrmaiieuily  c\- 
chaugc  for  eu^U  other  accordinj;  to  the  coinparutivc  anmunt 
of  wappB  which  mnt*t  be  paid  for  producing  them,  and  tho 
comparative  amount  of  profits  which  mu&t  be  obtaiuiU  by 
the  eapitnli^tB  who  ]>ay  those  WK<ri3S. 

XL  The  comjhtraCive  auiouut  of  wages  docs  not  depend 
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on  what  wages  are  in  tlieraselves.  High  vages  do  pot 
make  high  values,  nor  low  wages  low  valnea.  The  coin- 
para!  ive  Hincnnit~of  WAgCS  llypeiiils  partly  uu  ihe  compaia- 
quantities  of  hibour  requireU,  aud  partly  onThe  coin- 
e  ratea  <it  its  remuneration. 
XII  Nn^  ttm  f^mp»i-.tiyf  r»t^of  protits  does  not  depend 
what  profits  aruln  tlienipelvea;  nor  do  liigh  or  low  profits 
ninke  high  or  low  valpus.  It  ili-ptiiulH  partly  on  the  conipar- 
ativ<l.  lengths  of  tiim^jiuri 


paniti 


and 
pluy 


luh 


ring  which  the  capit:il  U  einplovcd, 
rtly  on  the  comparative  rate  of  proUta  in  dilfcreut  cni- 
ments. 

XIII.  li'  two  thinga  arc  made  by  the  saine  quantity  of 
jur^and  that  labour  paid  at  the  same  rate,  and  if  the 
of  the  labimrer  have  to  be  advaiiec-d  for  tlie  luune 


■ages 


space  of  tune,  and  the  nature  of  the  employment  doea  not 
requ i re  tl i at  tl i ure  be  a  pormanpnt  difference  in  their  rate 
of  profit ;  then,  whether  wupes  and  protits  be  hi^h  or  low, 
and  whel her  the  quaniity  oi  Junour  expended  he  niueh  or 
little^  tl  I  cfie"two^  things  will,  on  the  average,  exehange  for 
one  another 

Xl  V.  TTone  of  two  things  commanda,  on  the  average^  a 
greater  value  than  the  other,  tlie  gaoBc  must  1r^  that  it  re- 
qniresfor  its  production  cither  a  great  qnnntity  of  labooCog^ 
a  kind  of  labour  peminnenlly  painat  a  higher  rnte^]o^  that 
the  <ypltal.  or  part  of  the  capital,  which  t^uppoita  that  la- 
bonr.(mupt  be  advaiu-crf  for  a  longer  period  :^^1astlv.  that 
the  production  is  nttendf*!  with  poine  cirt-unibtaiice  which 
rcqnii-es  to  be  coMq>ensatcd  by  a  permanently  higher  rate  ot 
profit 

XV.  Of  these  clementa,  the  quantity  of  labonr  required 
for  the  production  ia  the  most  important :  the  effect  of  the 
others  is  smaller,  tliough  none  of  them  are  inw^iiticant. 

XVI.  The  lower  profits  are,  the  less  important  become 
the  minor  elements  of  co&t  of  production,  and  the  less  do 
commodities  deviate  from  a  value  proportioned  to  the  quan- 
tity and  qnality  of  the  labour  required  for  their  production. 

XVII.  But  every  fall  of  profits  lowers,  in  some  degree. 
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tlie  cost-  value  of  things  made  with  mach  or  durable  machin- 
erv^  and  rajgca  that  ul'  things  made  by  hand  ;  ami  every  rise 
of  profirfl  doiis  the  reveree. 

§  2.  Such  18  the  general  theory  of  Kxfliange  Value. 
It  is  neceesary,  however,  to  remark  that  this  theory  contem- 
plates a  system  of  produelion  curried  on  by  eapitalista  for 
profit,  and  not  by  laboureni  for  subtii^tence.  In  proportion 
as  wo  admit  tliis  last  supposition — and  in  most  eotintriee  wo 
must  admit  it,  at  least  in  respect  of  agricultural  produce,  to 
a  very  great  extent — such  of  tlic  proceding  theorems  as 
relate  to  tlie  dei>endencc  of  value  on  cost  of  prtxluclion  will 
rw}iiire  nnHlitieation.  Tliose  Ihuorems  are  all  grounded  on 
tJie  supi>osition,  that  the  producer's  object  and  aim  )a  to 
derive  a  prnlit  from  U\a  capital.  Tliis  ^rant<->d,  it  follnwtt  that 
he  must  BL-il  his  commodity  at  the  price  which  will  atToixl 
the  ordinary  rate  of  profit,  that  is  to  say,  it  must  exchange 
for  other  commodities  at  its  cost  value.  But  the  peasant  pro- 
pris'tor,  tlie  metayer,  and  even  the  peasant-fanuur  or  allot- 
inent-holdtT — the  lahonrcr,  under  wharever  name,  pro^lucing 
on  his  own  account — is  seeking,  nut  an  investment  for 
his  little  capital,  bnt  an  advantageous  employment  for  his 
time  and  labour,  iliiidishnrsements,  beyond  liitiown  mainte- 
nance and  tliat  of  his  family,  are  so  small,  that  nearly  tho 
wh<de  proceeds  of  thu  sale  of  tlie  produce  are  wages  of 
luhour.  When  be  and  his  family  have  been  fed  from  the 
produce  of  the  farm  (and  perhaps  clothed  with  mntcriala 
grown  thereon,  and  manufat-Lured  In  the  family')  Iib  may,  in 
respect  of  the  supplementary  remuneration  derived  from  tlie 
sale  of  the  surplus  produce,  be  compared  to  those  labourers 
wjio,  di-'fivlng  their  sut)sistenee  from  an  Indifpendcnt  sourt^e, 
can  afford  to  sell  their  labour  at  any  price  which  is  to  their 
minds  worth  the  exertion.  A  peasant,  who  supports  himself 
and  his  family  with  one  portion  of  his  produce,  will  often 
sell  the  remainder  very  much  below  what  would  bo  its  cost 

1      Talu(.>  to  the  capitalist. 

I  lliero  is  bowerer,  even  in   this  cose,  a  minimum,  or 
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inferior  limit,  of  vuliio.  The  produce  wlticli  he  carries  to 
iiiuiket,  must  bring  in  to  him  the  viilue  uf  all  uccott^iries 
which  he  is  couipcllod  to  pun^hasu;  aud  it  niii^t  enahlv  him 
to  pay  his  rent.  Itunt.  under  pi.*usant  cultivutiun,  is  not 
^vernod  hy  tlie  prinriplta  sft  torlli  in  the  cliaptt-ra  iiumc- 
diaiely  preceding,  but  is  cither  deterniined  by  euatoni,  as  in 
the  case  of  metayers,  or,  it" fixed  by  conii)erii.ion,  dti>eud»on 
the  rulia  of  populaiiun  tu  lunil.  lUiiit,  therofuro,  iu  thid  caso 
h  an  eleiueut  of  cost  of  prodiietion.  lliu  peasant  ruost  work 
until  hu  hiui  rieaitMl  hi^t  rent  and  the  ])riL-e  of  idl  ptirehiisod 
nceesHuriua.  After  this,  hv  will  go  on  working  only  it  he  eaa 
Bell  the  pi-uduc«  fur  such  a  ]»rice  fu  will  overcome  his  aveniun 
tu  lul)onr. 

The  ntinimnm  jnst  mentioned  ifi  what  the  peasant  must 
obtain  in  cxehange  for  the  whole  of  his  surplui^  produce. 
But  intisuiuch  us  this  surplus  is  nut  a  fixed  quantity,  but  may 
be  either  greater  or  le-bs  according  to  the  degree  of  lii«  indus* 
try,  a  niiuiuiuni  value  for  the  wliolc  of  it  does  nut  give  an/ 
niiniuiuui  value  fur  a  definite  (juunlity  of  the  cummodily. 
In  tiiis  state  of  things,  thereturc,  it  can  hardly  be  said,  that 
the  value  dfpend*  at  all  on  eoflt  of  pro<luetion.  It  depends 
entirely  on  demand  and  supply,  that  is,  on  the  proporliun 
between  the  quantity  of  surplus  fund  which  llie  peasants 
choi»ie  to  prrMlui-e,  and  the  lunnbura  of  tlie  non'-iigricidtnral, 
or  rather  of  the  non-peasant  population.  If  the  buying  class 
were  nuniorous  and  the  growing  elafls  lazy,  food  might  Iw 
pcrnmnentty  al  a  scarcity  jiric-e.  I  am  not  awaro  that  this 
case  has  anywhere  a  real  existence.  If  the  growing  elosa  b 
energetic  and  induatrifJUft,  ami  the  hiiyera  few,  foiwi  will  1mi 
extremely  cheap.  Tlus  alao  id  a  rare  case,  though  somo 
parts  of  France  ]M!rhap$  appruxiuiato  to  iL  The  commqn 
cases  are,  cither  that,  as  in  Ireland  until  lately,  the  pf-nsant 
class  is  imlolent  and  the  buyers  fuw,  ur  the  pea&uuta  indui- 
trinuR  and  the  toim  jmpnlation  numemns  and  opulent,  aa  in 
Bclgiuuj.  the  north  of  Italy,  ami  part??  of  Germany.  Tlie  price 
of  the  produce  will  adjufit  itnelf  to  these  varieties  of  clreuin- 
Btancea,  mii&s  modified,  as  in  many  cusea  it  ta,  by  the  ctjin- 
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petition  of  pro<hirt're  who  arc  not  peasants,  or  bj  tho  prices 
of  ibre.'gn  markets. 

§  3.  Another  anomalous  esse  is  that  of  sluve-gron'n  pro- 
duce :  which  presents,  however,  by  no  uiuaiis  thcsiiiiit:  degn-e 
of  coiiiplicatioii.  The  t-hiVL'-owncr  is  a  cnpitnlist,  and  hia 
iudiiecmcot  tu  prt>duciii>ii  coutObt^  in  a  pmtit  un  his  ciijiltal. 
Tliis  protit  mu^t  amount  to  tlie  ordinary  rate,  in  rc^pu't  to 
Ilia  C-x[>on^eit,  hu  \a  in  thu  same  jwsition  as  if  his  slaves  wcru 
fi*cc  labourers  woikiuj^  with  their  pri-soul  etfieienpy,nnd  were 
hired  with  wafrt«  wiual  lo  their  present  cost.  If  the  cnet  ia 
loss  in  pru|>orlioii  t«i  ihc  work  dntie,  tlian  the  waf^s  of  free 
labour  would  be,  [?o  much  the  greater  arc  hl^prutits:  but  if  all 
other  ]>rodueonj  in  the  eoiiiilry  poseeae  tlic  Mine  advantagCf 
the  values  of  commodities  will  not  Ik;  at  all  ntfected  hy  it. 
Tlic  only  case  in  which  they  euti  Ixs  atfectc*!,  is  when  tho 
privilege  of  cheap  labour  iti  eontiued  to  particular  hranchtn 
of  production,  fixv  lalnjurers  at  pro|jortiunally  higher  wajji* 
beinif  employed  iu  llic  remainder.  In  this  case,  as  in  nil 
cases  of  permanent  inequality  between  the  wajres  of  dif- 
ferent employment*,  prices  and  values  receive  l!ic  ini|ires6 
of  tho  inequality.  Slave-grown  will  exchange  for  uon-glavo- 
grown  commoflilies  in  a  lesB  ratio  than  that  of  the  quantity 
of  lubour  re<pure(l  for  tlieir  pro<]uction  ;  the  value  of  the 
fonner  will  bo  less,  of  the  latter  greater,  than  if  slavery  did 
nut  c\i»t. 

Tlio  further  n<laptation  of  tho -theory  of  value  to  the 
Taricties  of  cxlstiu'^  or  possible  industrial  syslems  may  be 
left  with  great  iidvanta^  to  the  iuli;lligent  ireader.  It  is 
well  H:ti<l  by  ]^[(>uti*s(iuien,  "  II  no  fatit  pas  toujonrs  tcllement 
epniser  un  sujet,  qn'on  ne  laissc  rien  a  fjiire  an  leeteur.  II 
ne  R^ifrit  pa!*  de  faire  lire,  mais  de  fairo  penser.  '** 
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Js  1346  there  appeared  an  ekliorato  treatise,*  by  two 
auUiors,  MM.  Mouniur  and  Kuliiehon,  tiiu  latter  of  whom 
vruB  by  liis  own  statement  a  public  functionary  for  ten  years 
piix'cdiug  the  French  li^jvoluliun,  and  both  appear  to  take 
tlieir  iiiciiH  of  a  wliok'soinc  state  of  sot^iety  from  the  tufltitii- 
tions  an'd  priicticL'»  of  thu  middle  agea.  In  this  book  it  is 
maintained,  that  while  French  writui-a  and  administrators 
are  in  a  cotit>|>iraey  to  represent  tlieir  country  as  making 
rapid  strides  in  prosperity,  the  progress  of  the  morveUcmeiti 
13  in  I'act  reducing  it  to  beggary.  An  imposing  array  of 
oUicial  details,  adduced  in  apparent  snpport  of  this  assertion, 
gave  a  degree  uf  weight  to  it  which  it  could  not  clHim  trinn 
any  rorreclness  of  information  or  c.ipaeity  of  judgment 
fiho^vn  by  its  authors.  Tlicir  work  was  eric<l  up  aa  a  iHM)k 
of  authority  by  the  Qh/iiItIi/  I^rview^f  in  an  article  which 
excited  some  notit^e  by  procluiming,  on  the  evidence  pivi- 
dueed  by  these  writer-s  tliat  "  in  a  few  yfar»  the  Otdc 
Kapiileon  will  be  cmph)yed  in  dividing  fractions  of  squuro 
indies  of  laud,  am]  deciding  by  logaritlmu>  iiiJiuitcsimal  iu- 
heritanecs."  Ab  such  representations  onght  not  to  bo  with- 
out a  permanent  answer,  I  think  it  woith  while  Ut  Bubjuin 
tlio  Kubsiancc  of  three  arlielcs  in  xUq  Morning  Citron Ule, 
containing  as  cunijdete  a  refutrtti»m  of  thei*e  writers  and  of 
their  rcvie\(cr«  pnrily  from  their  own  matcriali,  as  appears 
to  bo  either  merited  or  required. 

•  IV'  rA^n'inildirr  cti   Kninw.  il'iipria  Ira  r>"niTiii'tiU(  itdicieU.       fur  U.  L. 
Mouttier,  BVTc  <\fs  Itftnarquw  piir  U.  ItutMdiou.     I'lim,  It^B. 
f  Fw  Decenbur,  IS4 
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ft  Substanco  (with  oinigaiona  and  corrcotiotia)  of  tliree  articles 

^^  in  the  Morniny  t'hnmicle  of  lltli,  13tli,  and  I'Jlh  Janu- 

^^B  ary,  1S47,  in  reply  1u  MM.  Moniiier  and  Uubi<;hon  and 

^^H  to  thu  Quarterly  JieviciCj  ou  tbo  Subdivisiou  of  Land 

^^^^^      Property  in  rriincc. 


nd 

1 


Tub  reviewer  makes  an  extraonJuiarj-  slip  al  ihe  lIireslioM  of  li 
subji'cl,  m  estimaCHig  the  exti:nl  to  wlik-h  tlio  morceUtment  lias  act 
ally  prciceeded.     He  finds  it  st;ited,  thai  among  nearly  6ve  milliu 
and  a  lialf  of  landed  proprietors,  ihere  are  2,(itlO,UUU   Uie  revvu 
of  wlioKG  land,  tm  ratted  to  Uia  land-lax,  dorn  not  ex<-Pod  forty  sli 
lin^  which  fliim,  he  vpry  randidly  Knyis  Khoiild  rather  htt  mxty, 
tin-  ratfd  value  is  very  miicli  lower  llian  ihft  real  value.     On  thiM  I 
exclaimti,  "Tliere  alr(>ady  exist  in  Prance  millions  of  cxamplpis  tl 
a  f/n>priitatre  miiy  ha  poorer  than  a   pea-^ant.     .     ,     .      2,r.00,0 
faiiiilic-s  cotnpri.sliig  13,000,000  ptrsoua.cf  cadi  of  which  faniilics  the 
rai£d  income  doea  not  exceed  forty  shillingit,  but  say  sixty  uliillings 
sterling,  for  the  maintenance  of  five  persons— and  ihesc  are  propne- 
lors  t     The  poorest  day  labourer  wonid  earn  four  times  aa  miicli.** 
He  fcvm»  aclimlly  lo  suppose  ihat  these  Fm.ttI  pruprielore,  like  great 
luudlonIrE,  live  only  upon  the  rent  of  their  land,  forgetling  lliat  thc^ 
have  its  whole  produce.     Ho  mighi  have  known  from  the  vury  d 
nii-uLs  he  has  unolcd,  and  mi^'lit  have  giie3s<?d  if  he  bail  not  know: 
(hat  the  forty  shillings  at  which  the  laud  is  rated  iti  the  colleclo 
books  are  not  the  gross  produce  of  the  httle  estate,  but  its  nrt  p 
uce  ;  the  surplus  beyond  the  expenses  of  cultivation;  which  cxpeu' 
include  the  subsiatence  of  the  culiivalors,  together  with  interest 
Ihe  capital.     Tlie  reviewer  himHelf  shows  tlial  the  rated  rtrmut 
all  the  landotl  property  of  Knuicw  ib  about  4  per  cent  of  iis  rati? 
valut,  nnd  does  not  therefore  much  exceed  a  reasonable  rent. 
writer  who  can  mislako  this  for  the  whole  income  of  a  peasant  culti- 
vating hid  own  htiid,  gives  the  measure  of  his  competency  for  tl 
subje<-l,  and  of  tlie  degree  of  alteutiun  bi>  has  jraid  tu  it. 

We  will  now  attempt  to  discover,  from  the  reviewer's  data  and 
thofle  of  liiii  anthors,  M-liat  may  really  be  the  condition  of  lb 
2,600.000  proprteiora.     .\?i  the  French  Governinent  e^mates 
tand-tix  at  one-t«nlh  of  the  revenue  of  the  land,  proprietors  rated  at 
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r  £2  (or  50  frjuicfl)  j»y,  it  is  to  be  presnmed,  fivn  franca.  The  aver- 
age of  Uti^  contribution  funcieri: '[oi  hi]  France  U  '2  J  fnocs  per  lieciare, 
and  in  llic  goutlieru  lialf  of  the  ktiif^om,  wliicli  u  the  most  di%'iJiid, 
tiro  francs.  A  hectare  being  about  '2^  Ejigli:«h  acres,  thu  gives  fruiu 
fivti  to  bttlween  six  and  seven  acresi  as  the  [lurtion  of  land  which  falls 
to  the  lot  of  esch  of  tlio  reviewer's  fort)'*shilhng  or&ixiy-ahillingfrcc* 
holderit.  But,  it  may  be  uid,  this  in  not  the  average  but  th«  maxi- 
mum of  their  pofts^iitsions.  We  will  thereforo  take  another  oatiniata 
grounilE>d  on  ofEciAl  docunienU,  from  ihe  review(>r'«  aulhonliM, 
MM.  ilounier  and  Rubtchon.  "It  is  hardly  credible,"  tliey  eay, 
''  tJiut  there-  aru-  in  France  more  Uiuu  four  mUlioiia  of  proprietors  so 
poor,  tliat  liicy  pay  no  more  than  6f.  95c."  (^y  Gf.)  "  to  the  e<mtn- 
huiion  foneicrv."  In  this  case  the  5£  9Sc.  are  certainly  the  avenge. 
Six  francs  uf  land-tax  correspond  to  six  acres  per  family  on  Uie 
average  of  all  Fmnce,  and  to  seven  and  a  half  on  tliat  of  the  ?onth* 
em  division,  whJrh  contaniii  the  greatest  proportion  of  smnll  pro- 
prieton.  A  still  more  favourable  roeult  is  given  by  the  calculations 
of  M.  Lullin  do  CliAteauvieux,  a  much  beitT  authority  ilian  these 
autliom,  who  eslLranteii  the  average  holdings  of  tlip  3,900,000  poorest 
proprietors  at  eight  acres  and  a  half!  Now,  take  any  one  of  these 
computations  in  a  fertile  cotuitr)*  like  France,  suppose  as  bad  an 
agriculture  aa  exists  anywhere  in  Western  Europe,  and  tben  judge 
wheUier  a  single  family,  industrious  and  economical  as  the  French 
of  the  poorer  classes  are,  and  enjoying  the  entire  produce  of  from  Ave 
to  eight  and  a  lialf  acres,  subject  to  a  payment  of  only  tenpencc  an 
aero  to  the  Government,  CJUi  be  otherwise  tlian  in  a  very  denirable 
condition  t  We  do  not  forget  that  the  )and  is  Kometimes  mortgaged 
(or  part  of  the  purchase  money,  and  llie  reviewer  nmkes  a  great  cry 
about  the  tremendous  enciimbrances  by  which  the  hind  of  France  is 
weighed  down ;  not  amounting,  however,  on  bis  own  showing,  to 
forty  per  cent  on  the  rentJil,  which  we  should  think  is  aa  favourable 
a  return  a^  could  be  ninde  by  any  landed  aristocracy  in  Europe. 
The  interest  on  the  mortgages  of  all  France  ii^  estimated  at  twenty- 
fonr  milliona  sterling  for  one  hnndred  and  fourteen  millions  of  acre*^ 
less  than  five  shilliag^  per  acre.  The  owner  of  from  five  to  eight 
acres  cuuld  nffonl  to  pay  double  tlii.-^  amount,  oud  be  very  wl-11  oflT. 

We  are  aware  thai  this  is  an  uveragc,  and  tlial  four  nitUioos  of 
properties,  averaging,  according  to  M.  do  Cbdtcauvieux,  eiglit  acres 
and  a  half^  imply  a  great  niuober  of  proprietors  who  have  less.     But 
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tliero  must  bo  a   proporlionuL  (liioiijih  not  an  cqtuii)  ntinilier  wl 
iinvo  more  ;  and  it  tiiii^t  not  be  tnippoKcd  tlint  ihu  niitutncnt  includ 
liru  large  projiertiw,  one  ol  which  would  be  enough  lo  keojj  up 
average  agaiiidt  a  htmdred  extremely  small  oucs.     No  pro]>cnicH . 
incliide^l  which  pair  bo  much  aa  twtuily  fnmcti  land-tax,  correttpot 
iiig  on  (be  average  oF  Franw  to  twentp  arrci — f)n  that  of  iho  «ftii( 
1o   twenty -five.     When  it  is  consKh-rcd  tliut  of  the  wholo  eoil 
France  ouly  a  third*  is  in  the  hands  of  peaeanl  proprietors,  and  that 
this  third  ib  tioi  more  subdivided  limn  we  now  iM-t;,  it  will  probublj 
be  thought  tJuiL  liilherlu  at  luust,  the  tui^idiivrct  uf  tiubdtvuion  liul 
not  reached  a  very  formidable  height 

[Facta  of  a  le«a  canjectural  cbaracter  than  the  abore  have  be 
alTordfid  by  ibo  rfseanrbefi  of  SI.  ile  Lavergiie.     Of  five  milliona 
small  nirat  propn<>tor^  tliroe  million^,  at  lea^t,  according  to  diat  lii| 
authority,  pay  lets  than  it'ii  francs  of  laxr^,  anil  po?se<«,  on  an  av( 
age,  only  one  Iwclaro  {'1^  aorP«).     Two  roilliaiis  pay  f«iru  ten  to  fi( 
rrnncd,  siid  jkm^i^^is,  on  an  avi>r:ig<^.  six  hc-<clar(!S,  or  Hf^ct^n  acre<^    The 
lui5l,  Bays  M.de  Lavt-rgne,  "enjoy  someiinies  area]  affluence.    The 
properties  are  divided  by  inherilniicu  ;  but  many  of  them  are  conttnl 
ally  making  new  acquiailions  by  purchase,  and  on  the  whole  tbt 
tendency  U  more  to  rise  ilian  to  dosc<'nd  in  llie  scale  of  weallh."    II 
rperting  ibe  amoimt  of  ilvbt«  with  winch  the  peasant  properties  are ' 
cumbered,  the  fncts  are  highly  and  mtpxperledly  Civourable.     By 
latest  aiitJiPniir  returnH,  the  avcmge  indcbiwlness  of  Uic  entire  londfl 
property  of  France,  does  not,  accnrding  to  M.  de  Laritrgne, 
oiie-tcnih  of  the  value  ;  and  in  tiie  casn  of  rural  prfjperty,  it  b*  on 
Iiaif  thai  Mverajie,  or  one-twentieth.     The  burthen  of  in(en!*t  he 
mates,  not  nt  40  per  cent  on  Uie  rental,  but  at  10  per  cent  only;  ai 
even  ihiis  he  tliinks,  would  now  be  an  orrrstatemeiiT,  "rar  les  dc 
nitrus  cri.iea  onl  ameiie  unc  lendame  gciierale  vers  nne  li(jHidat)On.**j 

But  it  is  not  what  France  now  iis  so  much  na  what  s-he  is  bccoi 
inp,  that   is  the  macerial  |H>int.     Is  the  in<ncvlLn»tnt  increasing, 
likuly  to  increase  ?    The  apologists  of  the  French  system  have  v\v\ 
denied  ibiit  tlio  hmd  in  many  parts  of  Franco  Is  too  tuinnt^ly 
viiled.     What  they  deny  is,  that  this  u  a  growing  evil.     They  aasc 
that  the  subdivision  ha#  reai-hed  its  height,  and  that  tho  reunioDa, 
piin.-ha-^>,  mnrriage,  and    iuheriluiice,  now  Indanre   iht*  fnilnliviiiioi 
How  sfjuidj  the  fart  in  tliia  rejipcit  ?     Are  the  email  properlini  tend 
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ing  to  become  alill  smsller,  or  not?  Tli(^  reador  will  lie  surprised 
when  he  Hnda  Ltiiit^  wiUi  nil  thi'ir  straining,  M,  Rubichun  nnd  liia 
rt-viewer  Imwc  fiiili-il  uf  [irovinp  llmt  tlie  morccUevtent,  in  tiiiN  fiense 
of  llic  Iltqi,  i»  making  auy  progress  at  all. 

The  tKVKwer  lins  a  curioua  thtory  on  tlie  siibjept.  He  Uiitiks 
that  "  on  llie  calculnti-d  aver&gc  of  tlirco  cliildren  to  cncli  iDliorit- 
imtx"  tlie  piece  of  land  now  licid  bj  one  proprietor  nuisl  necessarily 
be  divided  lunoDg  lliree  in  Uic:  next  generation,  and  among  nine  in 
that  which  follows.  Under  what  systetn  of  landed  properly  could  a 
population  increase  at  tins  rnte,  nnd  not  be  reduced  to  slarvalioii  ? 
But  is  It  a  fact  llinl  popultiliun  is  anywhcrt  trt-bli^d  in  the  space  of  a 
generation  ?  Wu  Iwvc  here  blunder  within  blunder  of  a  very  com* 
plicated  de»cn[ition.  In  the  iirsl  place,  he  should  not  have  said 
lliree  children  to  tmc  inheritance,  but  lo  two  inheritances ;  for  as  the 
French  law  in  ^juestions  of  property  observes  that  imparti&I  justice 
between  the  two  sexes  in  which  other  laws  are  so  often  deficient,  the 
mother's  patnnioiiy  \b  on  an  avenige  oijiiol  to  thut  uf  the  father.  In 
the  next  place,  could  not  the  reviewer  have  taken  lite  trouble  lo 
ascertain  at  what  rate  the  French  popidation  la  actually  increasing? 
If  he  had,  he  would  have  found  Uint  m  the  21  years  from  IS15  to 
184'J  it  only  increaj^ed  IH  per  cent,  and  during  that  period  witli  pro- 
gressively increasing  slowness,  namely,  In  the  first  eleven  year?  9 
per  cent,  in  tlic  next  nine  years  leas  than  (i  per  cent,  and  in  the 
jieven  yeam  from  IS;I5  to  1S4'^,  Sj'^th  per  cent  only.*  Tliis  retar- 
dation we  mu!>t  t:ike  the  hht^rty  of  attributing  maiidy  to  the  prudence 
and  forethought  generated  m  the  poorest  class  by  this  very  sabdn 
vision  of  property. 

Iieitcad,  therefore,  of  trebling  in  a  generation,  the  populftdon  in- 
creased in  that  period  about  20  per  cent ;  and  if  the  growth  of  towad, 
and  of  cmploymenLs  not  agricultural,  in  the  same  spaco  of  time,  is 
suOicient  lo  absorb  this  increase,  there  needs  not  be,  and  will  not  be, 
even  if  the  law  does  its  worst,  any  increase  of  sulalivision.  Now. 
the  towns  of  France  have  uicrcasfd,  and  nre  increasing,  at  a  rate  far 
exweding  tlie  gcnend  increase  of  the  iwpulalion.  We  read  only  the 
other  day  in  the  Sicclc,  as  the  result  of  the  census  just  concluded, 


•  TlwHC  rnctti  hTV  lakf'n  fnun  M.  Pimv.  We  mny  now  mIiI.  in  tlip  ten  jifars 
fi«n  1M7  lu  lt)5iS  not  rgalle  1]  per  cent.  Ik<twccri  1)^51  ud(I  193$  ihv  ra(.Te*se 
Id  all  PTWQVe  wu  not  •iiunl  to  llial  of  Pnni^  Srarlv  nil  tbt-  poorer  di'pnrliiipuu 
luid  dinuoiolied  in  populuiion.     bee  the  Journal  tita  Jicouvmuin  fur  Kel^mar^, 
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that  Part?,  winch  m  1832  hoA  onljr  930,000  mhabttAutit,  had  la  in4(t 
more  than  1.350,000,  an  increase  of  nearly  fiflj  per  cent  iu  roiirt*<en 
years.*  There  is  every  reason,  thcD,  to  infer,  from  llieso  gouural 
dutA,  lltat  the  morcflitmcnl  in  iriAking  DO  progress. 

What  Tacts  have  M.  Hubic)ion  And  thi>  Quarterly  rcriew»r  to 
oppose  to  Uiesc?  One  fact;  which  at  firsi  itif;(ii  appears  a  very 
stroiif^  one.  Between  1826  and  ld3'i,  llie  iiutalKT  of  pntpiTtios 
rutet)  to  the  land-lajc  exhibited  an  iiicru-aHe  of  niuro  than  000,000 ; 
being  about  six  per  cent  in  ten  years.  Let  us  tiral  remark,  thai 
600,000  separate  aaaosionents  are  equivalent  only  to  about  300,000 
proprietors  ;  it  being  tlie  common  estimate  of  French  writer?,  that  on 
tlie  average  aboitt  two  c^es  fonciirei^  or  separate  accoiintg  with  Uie 
land-tax,  correspond  only  to  a  single  proprietor.  But  if  tlie  tvvicfrer 
had  consnlled  liig  author  just  ten  pagtut  further  on.f  he  would  Imvo 
found  a  cause  sufTicienl  to  account  for  a  con»iderable  pnition  of  tliii 
increase.  There  were  sold  between  ]  R'i6  and  1835  doniaim  of  tlie 
Stale,  to  ihr  value  of  nearly  134  niilliona  of  fraiic:!i,  or  6ro  and  a  Imlf 
niiUirjns  sterling.  The  very  nature  of  audi  a  sale  niijilies  iliviflim. 
And  we  are  the  more  inclined  to  aacnbe  much  of  the  apparent  in- 
crease of  divUioa  to  this  circuriiBtAnce,  because  in  the  ten  years  pre- 
ceding thost>  in  nua^tioii.  the  cotes  fnncieres  increased  iti  number  by 
little  more  than  200,000 ;  an  alarming  proof,  according  to  the  re- 
viewer, of  ihi-  progressiv*'  advance  of  the  evil ;  but,  as  we  aiispeet, 
arising  jwirtly  froui  the  fuel,  timt  during  the  earlier  decennial  pori<id 
a  smaUer,  though  still  a  cousiderable,  amount  of  public  domains  were 
alienated. 

In  addition  to  the  StAt«  lands,  a  great  extent  of  Communal 
lands  were  likewise  alienated  during  the  same  periwl :  and  it  \t  fup 
ther  necessary  to  subtract  all  the  aildltions  made  to  the  number  of 
€6Us  foneieres  by  the  extension  of  building,  and  by  the  natural  auk- 
diviaion  of  town  property,  during  ten  years.  AH  ihese  items  roiwt 
be  accurately  estimated  and  deducted,  before  !t  can  be  alErmed  with 
certainty  that  in  the  rural  disthcla  there  was  during  those  years  any 
increased  division  of  landed  property  at  all.  And  even  if  there  waa^ 
increased  division  does  not  nece»itarily  imply  increased  suidivisum, 

*  In  180B  the  department  of  the  Scdne,  which  onmiixtA  ■Imml  c-nlin-lf  uT 
Parif,  h-iil  risen  to  1,T27,<*imi  julinbitnnlfi ;  while  Lynns,  Marwillw.  S*.  Etitnnr, 
Bonlt^ux  and  Nnniof<  (or  at  k-ast  tho  dvpartmenla  contalmng  tbi-ni)  luul  lufcjjr 
iaoreafled  in  |iopnt«iiiiii. 

f  Mounicr  nid  Huljiclioti.  ToL  L  p.  110. 
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Large  estates  may  have  been,  and  we  believe  were,  in  many  in- 
ftUuiiTs,  dividci),  but  ihe  division  niaj  bavc  slopped  iJiere.  We 
know  of  no  reoiton  for  supponnj^  tlmi  smalt  pruperties  were  divided 
into  otheni  nill  .•tmalk'r,  or  thai  Jil*  average  sum  uf  ibu  poasessiouB  of 
peasant  familie:*  war  nt  all  diniintKbcd. 

li  80  happens  chat  facts  exi«i,  nmre  Rpeciflc  and  more  expTessly' 
to  Uio  i>oinL  than  any  of  M.  RubichonV  A.  new  aiiastrt,  or  survey 
auJ  valuolion  of  \aivh,  lia»  bet'n  in  progress  for  some  years  past.  In 
thiriy'sevL-u  canlona^  taken  iiidt!^:riminately  tiirougli  Fruuco,  t)m 
operatioo  baa  be^u  coaiplf  led ;  iu  twenty-one  it  is  noArly  coiupleio. 
In  the  thirly-M;Vfn,  ibo  coUn  /vn^erts,  wbtc-b  were  lo4,'266  si  the 
buil  catiivttre  (in  1809  and  1810),  have  only  mcrwued  by  301 1,  being 
leu  Uiiin  IS  per  ct^nl  m  cvjiuuduralily  wore  ibioi  thirty  years,  wliiJu 
in  many  of  the  cuatom;  tliey  liitve  cuutiiderMbly  diminuFhed.  p^rota 
\^m  increa«.>  i^  to  be  »ubtmcted  nJl  whiL-li  is  due  to  the  progresa  of 
building  during  the  period,  ah  well  hs  to  the  sate  of  public  and  cotit- 
ntiuinl  landit.  In  the  otlier  tweikty-onc  cantons  the  number  of  t6te» 
/tmcierta  is  not  yet  publiahod,  hut  the  nimilwr  of  jMfc^Uta,  or  sep»>' 
rate  bits  of  lunil,  lias  dimini^iunl  in  the  same  period ;  and  among 
tliose  di.^trirtA  i^  included  the  greatiT  part  of  the  banlitue  of  l'nn«t, 
one  of  tiie  mont  nunutely  divided  diiitncta  in  France,  in  which  the 
morteUemmt  has  actually  diniinishe*!  by  no  less  than  16  per  ceQl*] 
The  delails  ra«y  be  found  in  M.  i^wwy'a  liule  work,  "  De«  SystteM 
de  Culture."    So  mnch  for  llie  terrible  progress  of  subdivision. 

AVe  eiuinol  leave  ihta  part  of  the  suliject  without  noticing  one  of 
the  most  signid  iiistouces  which  the  reviewtrr  haii  vxhiblled  of  his  in- 
competency for  the  subjecl  be  Irents  of.  He  laments  over  the  exlra- 
ordinart'  number  of  sales  of  landed  property  which  he  wiys  the  law 
of  inheritance  constantly  occasiona ;  and  indeed  the  sales  of  land  are 
shown  to  luive  amounted  in  ten  years  to  no  less  than  ouefourih  part 
of  the  whok-  lerrjiorial  property  of  France.  Now,  wlmtever  else 
liiis  extraordinary  aiiiotmt  of  iwle  and  purchase  may  prove,  the  wbolfr-' 
of  it  is  one  gigantio  nrguinent  against  the  revitwer^a  case ;  for  every 
sale  of  land  which  is  cjutsed  by  the  law  of  inheritance  must  be  a  sale 
for  the  express  purpose  of  pn-venting  subdivision.  If  land,  sold  in 
consr-i|ncQce  of  an  inheritAuco,  is  neveriliele^  suMlvided,  this  cannot 
be  on  efli-L-L  uf  the  law  of  inheritance  ;  it  would  only  prove  that  land 
sells  fur  a  higher  price  when  sold  in  small  portions :  that  is,  >n  other 
wonls,  that  the  poor,  and  even  as  the  reviewer  would  have  us  be* 
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lievo,  the  vory  poor,  are  able  lo  out^lil  the  nch  in  tlm  land  murkt 
Tliis  certainly  does  not  prove  that  tlie  very  poor  of  France  are 
very  poor  as  these  writers  try  lo  make  out,  while  it  Joes  prove  tlm| 
if  so,  they  must  be  by  far  the  most  ioilustnoua  and  eeonomical  pr 
pic  on  the  Face  of  tlie  cHfth,  for  which  some  credit  ought  surely  lo 
given  to  tlie  system  of  pcasnnt  prvpcrlics. 


IL 

TVe  h&Tc  shown  chat  the  four  milhons  of  huidowners  in  FVan< 
who  can  be  reckoned  among  peasant  proprietors,  those  whose  holi 
inga  fall  sliort  of  twenty  acrc!i,  are  computed  by  one  of  the  be 
Autliorities  to  pojwfsfl  on  ilif?  avorago  eight  and  a  half  Kngii^h  acre 
each,  and  from  no  aittheituc  documents  enn  (he  average  be  bmogli 
tnucli  below  that  amount;  a  fact  wholly  iuconipalible  with  lltei^ 
being  in  the  slate  approaching  to  slnrvotion  in  %vlilcli  M.  Ittibich 
and  his  reviewer  rcpreacnl  them  to  he.  It  is  cf|ually  certain  that 
there  ia  bad  agriciiUure  on  these  small  estates,  it  Is  ^m  some  aUil 
cau*e  llinn  tln-ir  smallness.  Parma  of  this  eiae  are  consietcTit  with' 
agriculture  equal  to  any  on  the  face  of  tlie  cartli. 

"We  ehall  now,  however,  touch  upon  another  kind  of  morcrUemmt, 
which  doca  amount  to  a  seriona  inconvenience,  and  wherever  it  exi 
nniat   have  »  strong  tendency  to  keep  agriculture  in  a   low  eiat 
This  is  the  BitbdivtsiDn,  not  of  the  land  of  the  country  among  tnar 
proprietors;  hut  of  the  land  of  each  proprietor  into  many  ilerachf 
piece?,  or  jtarcrlles,  an  Ihey  are  technically  dfcignaled.     Thin  inroi 
venieiK-e  has  Iteen  experienced  in  other  countries  besides  France, 
in  tlie  catilon  of  Zurich,  in  the  Falaiiiutte,  and  (as  respects  holdiiif 
though  not  properties)  in  Ireland.     In  France  it  ia  carried  to  so 
an  exceiw,  lluit  the  number  of  parcrlics  is  ten  times  the  number 
edtes /oncieres ;  and  as  there  are  supposed  lo  be  twice  ivt  many  coh 
/onciha   lu  proprietors,  the  curimis  fact  ia  disclosed,  that  im  llif 
average  of  France  the  estate  of  every  landowner  consiata  of  IwcitU 
frigmenta  in  twenty  different  places.     The  conseqiiencm  are  a  anii-] 
joct  of  general  and  increasing  complaint     Great  loas  of  lime 
labaiir;  waste  ufrultivable  soil  in  b<jundnries and  paths;  iJie  inocce*«] 
sibilily  of  many  jmmifrjs  without  Ircpasalng  on  other  proprrties| 
endless  disputes  and  freqtient  litigation — are  enumerated  among 
evil? :  and  it  is  evident  what  obstacles  the  small  size  and  dispeesed] 
ind  iheir  inlermisturc  with  thaee  of  otbec 
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proprietore^  must  oppose  to  inan3r  kindu  of  ngrtcullural  improve* 

For  a  congider»ble  |>orlion  of  thin  evil  the  French  liiw  of  inhttr- 
itaat-e  may  fairly  bo  bel<l  ronponsnilc.  A  certain  amount  of  tt  u 
Inevitable  wherever  lantled  properties  uro  undprgoing  n  double  pro- 
M!M  of  division  iinti  rftrnm  posit  inn  :  mnrriagtw,  for  exnmple.  nitwt  in 
^neral  bnng  together  portions  uf  lund  not  wljac'ent.  But  if  parenU 
hftd  the  power  of  bequest,  ttie  owner  nf  twenty  parctlleSf  even  if  he 
adhered  to  [he  spirit  of  llie  law  of  cqiinl  diriftion,  would  give  mme 
of  the  portions  entire  to  one  child,  aud  others  to  another.  The  law, 
on  the  contrary,  must  di\-ide  with  rjacl  equality ;  luid  as  it  is  gen* 
erally  impossible  to  adjust  the  value  uf  pulcheu  of  uiicqiiul  fertility, 
vineyards,  meadows,  arable,  &a  bo  aa  to  satisfy  everybody,  h  con- 
timinlly  happens,  especially  in  the  more  backward  parts  of  France, 
thui  when  the  settlement  is  made  by  divi-'^ion  instead  of  «lIl>,  eacli 
co-heir  msista  on  taking  a  share  of  every  jtareelie  inrtcad  of  the  wholi 
of  some/MrcpZ/M;  from  whenc-e,  no  doubt,  tho  amazing  multiplication* 
of  these  little  patolic:i  in  many  parts  of  Frauce. 

That  Fr«)ioh  agrirultiire,  and  the  condition  of  the  peaMni  popu* 
Intlon,  are  mjurioualy  affected  by  this  sort  of  morctUrnirnt,  is  bo  far 
troe,  that  it  must  considerably  retard  Iho  improvement  which  might 
olhorwirfG  he  expectf-d,  and  which,  in  spile  of  all  hindrances,  doea 
even  now,  to  a  great  extent,  take  place.  More  than  ibis  we  cannot 
admit.  There  are  concluaire  proofa  of  great  and  rapid  improvement 
in  some  paru  of  Frauce,  and  M.  Rubifhon  and  his  reviewer  have  uo 
ovideuco  wliatever  of  retwgresHion  in  any. 

They  produce  tablcfs  of  tlie  average  amount  of  different  kinds  of 
food  constuned  by  the  population ;  al^  tables  of  the  number  of 
cattle,  the  amount  of  produra  per  herUre  of  ihe  different  kinds  of 
cultivation,  &c..  wdcuhited  from  the  official  documents.  These  csti- 
matct,  assuming  tlieir  correctness  (which,  so  f;)r  as  that  (juatity  is 
altiiinable,  we  generally  see  no  reo^-wn  to  diiwredit,)  ar«  indicative, 
donblJess,  of  a  low  and  backward  eiaie.  Uut  statistics  are  only  evi- 
dence of  the  present.  Where  are  the  ataiiirtics  of  the  paat  ?  That 
the  agriculture  of  a  great  part  of  France  ia  rude  and  imperfect  ta 
known  to  all  Fiiropn;  but  that  it  ever  was  better,  is  on  assertion 
oppmed  10  all  evidence-,  and  we  shall  not  take  At.  Rubichon'i  word 
for  it,  no  more  than  for  the  notion  that  the  general  condition  of  the 
mass   of    the   people    Ims    been    deteriorating  from    Uie   time   of 
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Louia  XIV.*  if  not  cirlicr.     At  i)iU  tftst  proposition  wc 
repress  our  wonder.     In  Ma-  rcigii  I'f  I*oma  XIV.,  Miushal  Vnubon, 
a  great  Rutborit}r  witli  all  wlio  arc  tliemaclvL-a  autliortiiea,  and  ervt 
with  M.  Kubicbon,  oetiamtod  llial  DiiL--tpiiiti  of  tlu;  population  of  ^ 
France  were  beggars,  and  five  of  tlic  remaiiiiug  nme-tentlis  litiJa 
above  beggary.     In  Uiv  wime  reign,  Liibruydru  claimed  credit  (at 
appritiing  thc>  sttlowi  uf  Paritt  tbai  a  eiraugu  nonUeficnpt  sort  of  am* 
tnatn,  who  intgliL  he  seen  in  Uie  litilUs,  and  were  rnncli  addicti^il  l( 
grubbing  in  the  cartii,  wore,  tlioiigli   nobody   wuuld   »uii|mw(*  it^ 
kind  of  men.     Souil*  renders  may  remember  Uie  picture  dmwa  brf 
die  old  Marquis  Mimbenu  of  the  rural  population  in  the  middle  oM 
the  eighteenlh  century  ;  nor  was  Artliur  Young' »,  at  the  opening  vt- 
the   Revolution,  much  more  favourable.     CcMuparo   this  with  anj 
oiitlieoitic  account,  or  with  the  tfiatimony  of  any  observant  resident  at 
veller,  respecting  their  condiiiim  now.     M.  Rubiclion's  statiioie 

prise  no  returns  of  the  r»t«  uf  wageii.     Vfo  are  quii«  willing  thai' 
bur  case  should  rest  upon  the  rrault  of  an  inquiry  into  thnt  one  jwiiDU  i 

Ar  for  agrirultari>,  when  it  w  recollected  that,  at  the  beginning 
of  Ihifl  century,  in  Che  grfHier  p.in  of  Krance  the  culture  of  artific 
grassifs  might  be  said  to  be  tniknown,  and  that  the  course  of  cultiva* 
tifin  consisted  solely  of  grain  crop*  and  follows,  it  will  be  d)ffi<!ult  U>' 
make  us  behove  thnt,  even  in  the  most  backward  p«rts  of  Uie  coun-| 
try,  Otero  haa  uot  been  a  considerable  improveuient  &om  so  taa«i 
blc  a  level. 

[Look  now  i^t  the  facts  collected  by  M.  de  Liivergn«.     Falloi 
have  been  reduced,  since  I7h!),  from  ten  to  five  raiUion»  of  ItCCtares*;! 
Tho  numt>er  of  hectares  under  wheat  has  rLwu  from  four  to  alxi 
miilions,  wiitte  the  inferior  gram,  rye,  hun  falluu  off;  that  under 
ficial  grasses  from  one  to  Uirtfe  miUioiw  ;  under  roots,  from  lOU^OOC 


■  It  «li(l  <leteTioratc  in  ihe  carW  pnrt  of  the  reign  of  Loiiib  SIV,  iioi  Imksim^J 
tlu>  )M>a!UtiU  hottffht  Iniiil,  liut  lM>caU9L>  ihc^  wore  rompclh-<l  to  if  It  It.      ''Alt* 
moradU,"  aays  Mk-liclrt  {Le  PfnjJr,  ch.   1).    "oh   ttaa  tiunLttrai   [taJjraa.  ua 
Uuzarin,  uti   Emcrl,  dotililnioiit  W  Iiix««,  Ufi  nAblt'i>  r|ui  retDplUaaipRt  U  cour 
obtinreut    ainiJiuont   iVi-tn:   esc  nipt  f^j<,  ilc   wirt<r  i)tir   Ip  fknWu  double  toml* 
juplomb  rat  Ira  4p^iulM  dea  fuhlet  et  dn  pnurrpii,  qui  fitrent  biou  obK|4a  de 
Tcndr©  ou  doBitcr  cplte  terre  A  peine  KL-()tiiM',  tt  ilv  rpii«;v<;nir  tiim  tncn.-'TiiwtT!^ 
fi'iniiom.  mt'Uvort.  joumalicm.  .  .  .  J<>  prif  ci  je  Hiippli*'  c«flji  qui  nmiii  fmii  il>'»J 
]o)!)  ou  lc9  npfiiiqiirnl,  do  lire  1p  ai^txi)  ili;  la  fniieiilc  ronninn  ik  Mnzurin  nt  ill 
Lniiis  XIV.  daiu  I<^  panca  plt'incs  d'iiiiligQ«tii)n  ct  dc  ilonkiir  oil  I'li  coa^|ni<^J 
uti  (jniml  citdvi'ii,  Pi-wiit  de  RoUpiill'lK-rt,  Kimpriiiity  n-cciimK'iit  il)iii<t  la  Oil* 
Irctii>ii  do  Bi-onimiisip*     PuiMc  ccue  ht«/iiro  la  tTenir  dww  nn  nintiii^t  oft' 
di«  i-r^fx  tiif)ii(>ncc«  (ravailleot  &  IVnvi  pAur  un-^r  I'ueuvre  capiulo  dc  la  Ftaaoo, 
)'iu'(jiui)iuuu  de  I*.'"  .(c  travjiillcur," 
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to  two  millions ;  imder  tlie  more  pratiliar  and  expensive  crops,  from 
400,000  to  one  million.  "  Tliankii  to  this  l>ptter  distribution  of  llio 
»oil,  which  allows  six  millions  more  of  hectares  to  be  devoted  to  the 
feeding  of  ftniniali*,  and  consequenily  to  the  production  of  manun;; 
Uiankfl  lo  marling,  to  irrigiitioti,  tu  draininjr,  lo  more  efficient  tillage, 
iho  yield  of  all  crups  has  increawjd  ;  wheals  which  gavu  at  an  average 
only  eight  hectohtrejt  [kt  hwinrc  (BOi;d  deducted)  now  gives  twelve, 
and  ns  the  breadth  sown  has  also  increased,  the  total  produce  hu 
uiuro  than  duubled.  The  same  thing  has  taken  place  with  rnltlo, 
whicli.  receiving  twice  as  much  sustenance,  luive  iucreaacd,  botli  in 
numbers  and  quality,  so  as  to  double  their  produce.  The  crops  for 
loanu&cturmg  uae  have  extended  thom&elves;  nilk  and  colza  have 
(juiniuplfd  ;  home-grown  sugar  is  nn  entirely  new  product;  the 
produce  of  the  vmiage  lias  doubled.  Even  wood,  being  better  de- 
fended from  the  ravages  of  animals,  and  better  managed  in  conse*] 
qucncc  of  an  increased  m^irkft,  lias  obtained  an  increase  of  annual 
profit«^  tliougb  too  otten  at  llie  expense  of  the  capitaL"*] 

The  blind  seal  with  which  M.  Rubichoa  presses  everything  into 
the  jiervice  of  his  theory,  in  which  he  is  faithfully  echoed  by  his 
reviewer,  makes  ibem  lay  great  slr(*s8  upon  tlio  increase  of  rooif), 
and  other  inferior  kinds  of  culture,  as  a  proof  lltat  the  popuLatton  is 
sinking  lo  an  inferior  kind  of  nutriment;  ue  if  the  same  thing  wtej 
not  IiMppening  in  Kngland ;  as  if  it  was  not  a  neoeaaary  condjtiwi  of' 
an  improved  rotation  of  crops,  tliat  other  cultures  uhould  increase  in 
a  grealer  proportion  (ban  grain  cidtiirc,  and  even  at  the  expense,  iu 
some  degree,  of  tb«:  inft-rior  kinds  of  gram. 

Wo  have  admitted,  and  agaJo  admit,  tlie  unsatisfactory  statfl 
of  cultivation  on  a  very  gmal  portion  of  the  soil  of  France ;  but 
would  it  Iw  iiiiy  bolter  if  the  estates  were  large?  Is  it  any  belter 
now  on  the  h^rge  estates?  When  M.  Ruhichoii  and  his  reviewer 
talk  of  the  small  properties  as  "  creating  a  new  Ireland  in  Prance," 
his  own  p<«g<-s  make  it  known  that  the  large  properties,  in  the  back- 
wurd  jttirt3  of  France,  are  alreiiJy  an  Irebcd,  in  the  very  worst  fea- 
ture of  Irish  landed  iniiimanagemcnl,  the  system  of  middlemen.  It 
is  a  general  pmctice,  according  to  M.  do  ChAieanvieux,  with  the 
great  proprietors  of  the  central  departuient*,  to  lel  their  Innd  en  btne 
lo  a  middleman,  usually  an  attorney  or  a  notary,  who  sublets  it  io 


*  Eeoftomie  HwraU  dt  fa  FVanee,  pp.  B3,  S8. 
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sninll  portions  on  tlio  mifayw  syatom,  and  is  not  only,  as  in  Irelnii<i 
tiie  hurdcflt  anil  moH  ^nisping  of  Inndlords,  Imt  havlu^  only  a  tetu* 
porarr  Kftiuro,  and  Wuig  nu  Bgricultunsl,  of  coiirsp  expends  iiolliing 
in  improreracnta.  Of  firty-M;von  millions  of  ncn-s  rultivnted  by  icn* 
snU.  twenty-one  miUlions  only  arc  lic-M  by  fnnucr*  at  lixe-ii  Tttnli, 
iiml  thiriy-Kix  millioni*  on  ihv  mitaycr  U-nurt' ;  wliicli  in  Fmoeo 
implies  itll  the  defrct*,  willi  very  few  of  lli«  advaiilugt'a^  uf  propno- 
tAry  cultivation  ;  i1i«  only  excepltona  liL'itif*  La  Vund^t',  and  a  fe 
of  Urn  adjotninj;  departments,  whuro  lUv  Inrgp  propnetora  att*  rusi- 
deni,  a  priDiitivc  relationship  subsists  butwucn  them  and  their  luu 
anttii,  and  the  mitaytrs  Lave  in  general,  im  in  Tu-cnny,  n  ri^ 
iixtty  of  Itnurt^  "\Vc  do  not  Lolicvu  it  will  be  foiiud  iit  any  part  o 
Prance  that  thu  fmiall  properliea  arc  under  a  bad  agriculture,  and 
the  large  pro|>ertiwi  under  a  good  one.  Thty  arc  botli  bad.  ur  both 
good.  Where  large  farms  exist  and  are  well  cullivuicd,  liiu  vniall 
properties  also  are  well  managed  and  proHperoiis. 

And  thia  brings  us  to  tlie  principal  cause,  both  now  and  formpr- 
ty,  of  the  unimproved  agnculiurc  and  scanty  appltcalion  of  capital  to 
the  soil  of  Franco.  This  is,  the  excluaive  taste  of  tlw  wealthy  and 
■iddle  classes  for  towu  Lifi-  and  town  ptirsuita.  combined  with  Uie 
ineral  want  of  enlorpri^c  uf  the  Frenoh  nation  with  respect  la 
industrial  improvement.  Tt  is  truly,  ihutigh  epigrammaticatly,  said 
by  M.  Hubichon,  that  the  Frenchman,  g«>n«>ml)y,  knows  but  oaa 
way  of  gcttmg  nrh;  namf^ly.  thrift,  lie  doe«  not  understand  80w 
mg  money  freely  lo  reap  it  largely.  Thi«  is  the  true  cause  why^, 
when  large  properties  an"  sold,  they  bring  the  greater  price  by  be 
much  anlxlivided.  The  peasanl^t,  thanks  to  tho  Revolutiuu,  to 
small  properties,  and  to  ihcir  own  uiipMniUelvd  frugulily,  nru  able  i 
purcha^H;  hind,  and  their  savings,  together  with  Uie  money  wldck 
they  imprudently  borrow  for  the  same  purpose,  are  the  only  part  of 
the  wealth  ufthe  country*  which  takes  that  dircclion.  "W^e  are  ode 
told,  tJiat  it  does  not  answer  to  capitaJi^s  to  buy  land  at  the  ox*, 
travagaut  price  which  the  passion  of  the  peai^antry  for  hind  induoea 
them  Lo  give,  amounting  often  to  forty  years  purchase.  It  does  not  aS' 
swcr  lo  pay  that  price  in  order  to  live  idlv  on  the  rent  in  Paris;,  or  t 
large  proviacial  towns.  But  if  there  was  one  partido  of  the  spirit  of 
agricultural  improvement  in  tho  owners  of  the  monicd  wealth  which 
ia  80  largely  increasing  in  the  manufucluring  and  cuuinicreial  dt^ 
iricta,  few  speculations  would  be  more  profitable  than  to  buy  laud  in 
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miuiy  ii'rt\]e  and  iit>cnlti rated  parts  of  France,  nt  evtu  mnre  tlum 
fortj  years  parehaM!  of  its  m^utieilly  low  rental,  which  wouM  Mwn 
be  iloublc<J  or  Ireblwl  by  tlif  a)i|>licBtioi]  of  capital,  witli  onliaary 
ngnciiKural  IcDOwIedgu  anO  ciilerprise.  li'  t  lie  jtrtitf:  culture  is  balf  as 
vrasteiui  and  unproliCnble  as  is  prelcDilcd,  \\\c  profit  would  be  propor* 
lional  of  siiU^tituliog  la  ffrandt  culture  fur  lU  But  with  a  people 
who  diHlike  rurid  purdiuis,  and  in  tb**  pursuit  of  monoj-grtting  prefer 
the  beatea  ways,  there  cau  be  Ltlla  other  farmiug  than  peasant 
farming. 

ni. 

TiiK  cheval  tic  bataille  of  M.  Rubtchon  and  lus  English  followei* 
against  \he  petite  prvpriitc,  is  the  cattle  quesition ;  not  without  ciiuse, 
since  on  this  siibjf'ct  they  have  on  indispulabb>  basis  of  fact,  however 
iiindiMgiiHle  to  siiBtain  the  superstructure  tliey  have  rainfd  ii{>un  iL 
The  Biipply  of  butcher's  meat  to  nome  of  llie  principal  towns,  t«pe* 
cially  Paris,  ts  loss  copious  than  formcrU*.  It  has  increased  greatly, 
but  in  a  less  ratio  tlinn  the  ]inpiilalJon.  Of  the  fact  there  is  no 
doubi,  since  on  this  point  tliere  are  tmstworthr  statistics  of  the  pa^t 
as  well  as  of  the  prpscnt.  In  1 7R0  the  consiiniplion  of  meat  in  Paris 
averaged  *i8  kilogrammps  (I.iO  IbR.)  for  each  prwin  ;  in  lS4litwa3 
but  55  (121  lbs.),  and  Uiere  are  also  complaints  of  a  falling  off  in  the 
qtiahty. 

TJie  Quarterly  renewer  treats  reiy  enralierly  the  explanation 
given  cifthis  fact  l)y  M.  Cunin-Ori'laine.  Minister  of  Commerce  and 
Agnrultiire.  "This  is  to  be  nccountcd  for  by  the  reroluiicm  -which 
has  taken  place  in  the  working  cl«s.ies ;  Pans  having  become  the 
most  manu/acturiny  town  in  Etiro|ii'."  ImlH.^triel/e  is  not  exactly 
synonymous  with  manurnctimng,  but  l«>t  that  pass.  On  this  the 
reviewer: — "This  seems  a  strange  eTcplanalion.  The  new  populu- 
tion  of  I^is  is  to  starve  on  an  ounce  "  (five  ounces)  "  of  meat  pvr 
dicu).  How  is  Uiat?  Pooh!  savs  tlie  Liberal  Minister,  they  are 
only  manufacturers.  This  solntion  will  not  be  rery  agreeable  to 
those  theorists  amongst  us  who  confound  the  extension  of  manufao- 
tures  with  the  welfare  and  comfort  of  the  working  people.  The 
more  candid  Minister  of  Louis-Pliibppe  a«umc5  that  a  nmnufacturing 
population  uiitst  of  necessity  be  worse  fed  than  other  claast-s."  TliO 
V'vii'wcr  is  evidently  no  (Edipus.  But  be  might  have  found  in 
anoihcr  page  of  M.  Rubicbon's  treatise,  what  the  Miiuster  meant 
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In  a  town  sucb  os  Paris  bpfare  titp  lEevolmion,  in  wlilcli  thrro  WM( 
compAfativfly  s^uakiQg,  no  produclipn  at  uH,  biil  ou]y  distribuliou-' 
Uie  popuUtiou  coitsiHting  of  tbc  great  londWnls,  Uic  Court  and  hight 
fuliciioiiarics  paid  by  Ute  StnU^  the  hankers,  finaociera,  po\-i*nimpr 
cDulTJu-turs,  Biul  otliur  monied  t-las^s,  with  tlic  great  iitid  smiiU  di 
crs  and  tradesmen  needful  for  tnipplying  tbe^e  opulent  contumera, 
and  few  Inbourcrs  beyond  those  who  rannot  be  wanting  in  bo  largo 
town — all  wiU  see  that  llie  richer  miutt  bear  an  uaiumally  liigli  m 
merical  proportion  to  the  poorer  consiiniftrfl  in  Buch  a  city.     8iip|MHB 
now  that  a  Muncboster  or  a  GWgow  grows  \tp  In  tlit;  phtce.     tt 
pretty  evident  tlmt  wltile  thiu  would  add  a  httte  to  tlie  richer  L'lasa^ 
wrtiild  add  twenty  tiroes  as  inm-h  to  the  poorer.     Considrring  no^ 
Ihnt  the  upper  and  middle  classes  in  Frauee  are  great  consumers 
aniroal  TooeI,  while  the  poor  consume  v^ry  hitle  of  it,  tlic  portion  o| 
eiicli  poor  person  might  in  these  circimi^itaiices  increnec  very  much 
while  yet  the  average  consmnption  per  h4.-utl  of  (he  whulc-  cily,  owinf 
to  the  diminished  proportional  numbers  of  tlio  richer  class,  wight 
cansidorahly  diminished.     We  )iavo  litUo  doubt  that  tliiti  is  tlie  ^d,' 
and  tiuit  the  great  increase  in  the  inferior  kind^t  of  .ininml  food  intro- 
duced into  P»ri»  would  prove  to  be  for  tlie  use,  not  of  tlioM  wk 
formerly  used  the  superior  kinds,  but  in  n  great  measure  for  tfaosci 
who  seldom  obtumed  animal  food  at  oil. 

This,  however,  docs  not  explain  the  whole  of  (he  change  wliicl 
has  taken  phice  ;  for  the  price  of  liulcher's  meat  has  also  riH.-u  tu  tli< 
Paris  markets  so  materially  as  to  be  a  sourw-  of  great  privatiun  anil 
^■ompl&int.     The  rise  mar  be  ascribed  to  various  caases.     lu  the  fir 
place,  "  France  has  till  lately  always  been  a  Inrge  importer  of  cattle  f^ 
and  down  to  18  U  they  were  exempted  from  all  duty.     In  that  year, 
howovcr,  a  diiry  of  three  Irancs  was  liiid  on  each  liead  of  cattle  ied' 
ported ; "  and  in  1&22  the  duty  "  was  suddenly  raued  lo  35  fnuic^, 
an  incTeaee  which  has  well  nigh  put  a  stop  to  the  importntioii." 
Secondly,  the  octroi,  or  town  custom  duty,  now  so  burthensomc^  did 
not  exist  at  all  in  1789,  and  has  been  largely  increased  at  vari( 
periods,  boUi  in  Paris  and  must  other  towns,  since  its  first  eslalilislit 
ment.     A  third  cause  la  that  the  trade  of  butcher  in  Paris  is  a  ina*^ 
nopoly,  the  number  of  butcbent  being  Umited,  and  to  bo  small  a  num* 
ber,  that  tho  privilege  bears  a  high  pecuniary  Talue.f    This  we  bft-i 

•  M'i'ullocb's  OcoKTitphical  Dictionary,  art.  Krmncp. 

t  iNow  [18C2]  DO  longer  iiuv,  ihe  occapAtioD  hartng  been  tbrowa  0|>«. , 
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lieve  to  be  the  pnitcipkl  ciuve  uf  th«  liigb  price  and  (Umiuufai.*<l 
ooMomption  of  mciU  in  Punii;  Two  circiimstancet  an  alnuMt  di 
nvo  in  proof  of  this  opiuon.  One  is  tliat  while  the  ooBsttmptioQ 
beail  of  butcliei'e  meat  baa  diauiush«4l,  tbat  of  almost  enrj  other 
article  of  food  ha«i  larKclj  increased.  The  olber  ta,  tluu  in  th«  iam^\ 
iicitc  of  Farii!,  whicL  differs  from  Fans  it«elf  in  no  miUfnal  circum* 
glancti  tat  that  of  being  beyond  the  oetroi^  and  exempt  from  the 
butcher's  monopolj,  the  cooiiuuiptioti  |>er  hfod  of  meat,  utstead  of 
diminishiog,  has  augmenled  iu  a  remarkaiilo  degree ;  u  it  is 
afilnned  to  have  aim  done  iu  all  th«  great  towns  of  France,  Pahft] 

But  if  titere  were  not  tbaae  caows,  there  is  cause  almost  sufficieot 
in  the  Very  hcX  of  ui  increased  auU  rapidly  iacreasing  popuUuon. 
t'arts  has  adiled  in  fourteen  years,  between  four  and  five  hundred 
thousand  to  its  inliabitants,  an  tncreiue  of  nearly  one<bftlf.  Tbo 
a^nculuire  of  a  coiuitry  mnst  be  rapidly  imprnvuig  indeed,  if  an  in* 
crease*  like  this  can  take  place  in  a  smgla  nmrkct  wiUioul  cooipelling 

*  Qa  the  ont  point :  "  La  coiuomnutioa  du  be^irte,  qui  itah  reprAwnt^  en 
IBia  pw  une  vileur  <le  l!,93.'>,939  fnacM,  0VI«rut  en  IMi  ft  ia,aOMU  tr.i 
eellc  de  In  nuui^c,  qui  iluit  en  18IX  dv  4,t8S,A32  fr.  KUci^ait  ca  ItH?  Is  vsleur 
de  e,9i>8,4S3  fr. :  celle  dea  ants,  dv  S.S&7,15i»  fr.  en  I8SS,  ^i\tnk  A  6,7«7.M7 
fr.  en  Ift47.     Ba  1833,  U  ralour  do  Ia  vulaillr  oonsiMW>6a  i/tilenit  A  fK««luaj 
7,O0O.O0<)  fr. ;  en  1842,  c'vtsit  10,<HU),ii(Xi  fr. ;  et  duM  im  snnfc*  qui  out  sulri, ' 
Crtlc  T»li-«r  n'lrrt  etttvfe-  a  pln^  »l>*  »,IHWI,0(M  fr.     C^^-w-diiv  ifMo  la  coiiMniiiuu'^ 
tiun  dcs  priDL-ipal>.-s  Jenrvos,  bvum.'.  reufs,  Yolatlle  el  iiiikr4v,  s'liigiiK'nUii  pt- mlaiitj 
unc  |icrio(]it  di«  tn>iilP-cinq  uiinv*^  tbuia  dM  [>ro|>ortiaus  inip^ticurv^  .'i  riii.-<'n>uwM 
ineiit  dc  U  i)<>j)nLitinn,  landM  que  la  mnpumiiwtion  de  La  vimide  de  bouclierii 
dJuiinuait  de  lo  kiloKmniEni^  par  indiridu  ou  dc  tiO  pour  cent." 

Od  tlH*  evc'MuJ  poiul ;    "  En  1 81 2,  U  populiilitin  <!<■  tn  1mii1m-uv  de  Pnm  ^tiiil 
dc  91,(XX>  hAl>itAiiA  on  nnnibres  rondi.     Cette  popuUtioa  coiuomnuut  a]tin  CitilO 
IxBiifji,  S2S  vftclicA,  0S44  vcaiiK  el  27,M8  moNtooR,  doansBt  un  puid»  lotal 
viande  de  S,fii>  »,ix>i>  kilo^.  L-ri  numbm  rootU,  dOit  38  lulog.  et  di-uii,  A  [ten  pra, 
pir  iQdivid'i  vi  par  nn.     jlcqnts  1H]$,  la  coiiitonimaliuD  en  riande  et  la  |ui|it)la- 
tiOD  n'unt  pari  n-K^  dir  ri'soervilro  dans  la  tttolieuc ;  inaifl  I'aecroIsseniL'iil  i/a  {laA 
wiiri  le»  inuiiit-4  pruportiuiu.     En   11431,  la  oua»ijinmsUou  ^uii  *Ie  A,4<H>/ioOk : 
kllog.  et  nV-n  au;;ni<.'nl(ie  eoiMtannnt'Dt  drpiii:^ ;  ettftn,  en  18BS,  o'^tait  S,.'t«X*/irHl' 
kilDg.     En  wUr  it»'-me  ami6e,  ta   pn;»iilnlic>ti  de  la  baalictie  itaU  de   t7n,()liO 
habitana,  doni  la  «>Q.«OfnTiiAii()n  inilivi.liicUo  ilait  de  50  kilog.  par  ui,  Miit  11 
kilog.  et  dcmi  d';iiii:ii-.i>iiuiiiiii  di^  IKpj  A  Ikha.  .  .  NnuA  dcvons  faife  remaTquer 
qoe  dam  cea  chiB'ren  dc  U  coiuonimBtion  de  Lt  banlieue,  mras  ne  compranoorii^ 
que  In  viondu  arliet^e  utir  ]v»  iiMi-tlii^  A  biwliaus  de  Purui:   to  ctiifTri!  du  b^lal: 
anbet^  par  ka  boueben  extm-murDS.  datm  Irs  foires,  dons  lc»  femia  et  nir  MtJ 
marcb^ti  dea  dipurtemens.  u'etaiit  paa  et  dc  pouvaiit  p;ifl  t^tre  censtal^.     Vooaf 
n'arani  pas  Ioa  ohifTrM  dc  la  oonsommitioa  de  U  banlteue  de  Paris  depuis  1685.4 
.    .    L'acoroi»ement  prodigifrui  de  la  cOnmounatinn  dans  In  hiuilietir  de  PariO 
catT(-spoD<l  a  une  aufrmeaUtion  du  tDimc  genre  dans  toutes  les  gnuidcs  rilles  da^ 
FruiMrf,  Paris  pKceplfc" 

Tficse  del^ls  are  eitmcted  firom  an  &rtide  b;  H.  Cblda  B^iaager,  in  the' 
jounial  La  R£pul>U(|Uft  uf  January  1,  IS5I. 
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it  tu  ilruw  ilA  fiupplias  from  a  larger  nirlaco  and  a  greater  distaiu 
and  tlierefort*  at  sii  iuaeast"]  expense.  "Wht-re  would  London  Lave 
Iweii  by  lliia  Lime,  for  the  supply  of  ils  markets,  were  U  not  for  our 
great  coasting  trade,  and  Ibe  iDVonlioD  of  steam  ooniinuiiit'alioiit 
wKicU  couveys  not  only  catlle  but  carcaases  from  the  oxtrcmity  of 
Scollnnd  as  cheaply  as  they  couM  formerly  bo  brought  from  Buck 
m^liiunBhiri'?  The  cattlo  far  the  supply  of  Paris  mual  travel  by 
Und,  from  difltAiK^ti  rarying  frum  50  to  150  leagues  (this  rests  ou 
the  niithnrity  of  a  Committee  of  the  Municipal  Council  of  Pans  in 
1841),  and  after  so  long  a  journey  have  either  to  be  briiughl  to 
oiaikct  out  of  couditioQ,  or  to  be  fattened  in  the  immediate  Beigb* 
bourhood.  Can  any  one,  then,  be  surprised  that  a  dutihle  popnInlioD 
cauuot  be  no  cheaply  uupplred  as  one  of  half  the  nuuibtr? 

To  theae  causes  of  the  diminished  supply  of  bulcber'a  meat  in  the 
towns,  we  are  not  afraid  to  add  anuiher,  wluch,  though  resting 
mainly  on  general  conaidfiraliana,  we  should  not  be  wholly  unable  la 
support  by  positive  evidence.  This  is,  the  increased  consumption 
by  ibe  country  people.  They  lisve  less  aoimal  food,  in  proportion, 
to  s|«ire  for  the  ttiwu^,  because  they  retain  more  of  it  f'>r  their 
own  use. 

On  what  evidence  is  it  asserted  tlint  -tiiiall  properties  imply 
deficiency  of  cattle,  and  consenuent  deficiency  of  manure?  Thai 
they  are  not  favouralilo  to  eheep  farming  seems  to  be  admitted  ;  yet 
in  France,  qa  well  as  in  the  Uuited  Kingdom,  the  number  of  sheep 
has  doubled  in  the  course  of  a  century.*  It  h  true  that  in  quality, 
instead  of  thu  extruordiimry  improvi-nu-nt  which  lias  takeu  plm-i:  in 
England,  they  have  remained  almost  stationary.  But  the  breedii^ 
and  fattening  of  horned  cattle  is  so  perfectly  compatible  with  small 
capital,  that  m  die  opinion  of  mnny  Contmenlal  anthonttea,  small 
Gu'ms  have  th(?  advantage  in  this  respeel>  and  so  great  an  advantage 
as  to  be  more  than  a  compenfation  for  their  inferiority  in  sbeep.f  It 
isarguod  that  the  prtifc  propriiti  must  diminish  the  number  ofcatOe, 
becaufte  it  U'ath  to  the  breaking  up  of  natural  pasture.  Bnl  wbon 
natural  pasture  is  fit  for  (he  plough,  a  greater  number  of  cattle  Uian 
were  supported  on  the  whole,  may  be  supported  on  a  part,  by  laving 
it  out  in  roota  and  artificial  grai»cs ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  on 

■  Larentae,  A'wrti  nr  fStonamic  RuraU  dt  rAriffltlanrt,  4e  PJScottt^  «t  dt 
rfrlandt,  ^tae  ^  p.  16, 

f  Soo  thiA  qBWtioo  (£wuned  in  Book  I.  dL  ix.  of  the  present  work,  pp. 
Ills- 7. 
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iLestAlI'feeJIng  system  there  is  much  jirentcr  preservation  uf  manure. 
The  question  oi petite  cuitare,  in  relation  to  cultU*,  is,  in  fact,  one  and 
the  same  with  the  que^tiun  of  f;tall-rceding.  The  two  things  must 
■tond  or  U\\  together.  Stall-feeding  produces,  cateris  paribus,  a 
gr&nlnr  quantity  of  provmionft,  but  iti  t\w  npinion  of  most  judges  a 
lowftr  qunlity.      Kxperieiwe  must  deciili,', 

Tliia  Iirings  us  back  to  llie  causes  lUisignfd  by  the  cornmiti^e 
the  Paris  iowij-cou»t;il,  for  iLe  falling  ofT  in  the  qtiahty  of  the  be 
consumed  at  Paris.  Ono  is,  the  exlrsordiuary  increase  in  the  con- 
sumption  of  dnlry  pm^)u<.x\  Milk  is  now  brought  from  distances 
thirty  leagut-a,  and  within  aix  or  eight  leagues  of  Paria  no  calves  ai 
now  bred  up,  all  being  sold  al  Uie  earliest  tnomont  possible.  In  con* 
8pqi\encf),  a  great  pari  of  the  beef  sold  ftt  Paris  in  the  flesh  of  cowa 
too  old  to  bo  lit  for  producing  milk.  A  second  cause  awigned  '\a,  the 
iacrease  of  stall-feeding.  But  the  committee  make  an  instructive 
distinction.  In  Nortnitndy,  which  affords  the  greatest  portion  of  the 
supply,  tho  (jusjity,  they  say,  has  deteriorated  ;  bu:  in  [.a  W-mU-r, 
and  the  ccuiral  provinces,  ibe  Limouao,  Niremais,  BourbonnniA, 
and  La  Murclie,  "  Uiere  is  iiuprovemeiil  in  weight,  in.  iktue^is,  aiidj 
from  some  di:itnct!t  in  number,"  tbuugh  these  countries  have 
adopted  st.'i.ll-fppJing ;  and  in  thi-s  say  the  commiUct,  there  is  uo 
contradictiun,  nmce  "  what  is  a  debTioration  in  the  rich  pasturages  of 
Calvados,  is  improvement  in  the  petiten  fterbea  of  the  AUier  and  the 
Nifevre." 

It  may  now  be  left  to  the  reader  to  judge  if  the  case  of  oar  adv*r- 
aaries  has  not  broken  down  as  completely  on  this,  tlieir  stroogeBt 
point,  as  it  has  done  on  every  oUier  jwuit  of  any  importance.* 

Wc  cannot  close  this  long  controversy  without  producing  evi- 
dence of  the  extraordinary  improvuDient,   extraorilinarj  both   in 


*  The  enn«iini(ilimi  of  bub'her'v  mutt  n.%  PxrU  would  fei-ta  to  htvt  coiHUn^ 
My  iacrviLocd  uiicfl  iho  HrsiiiuMiaition  of  this  dlitciiiiMiHi.  Tlw  following  InUo 
\t  pxlracU-d  hy  M.  Mk'licl  rhfvatit*r  (in  tlii*  Jimntal  dm  EeunoMtMiA  foi  Julf, 
\H!>t,)  from  the  clnboraic  work  of  lil.  UusMm,  entitlwl  "  Le«  CottfOBinii(iou.H  de 
Parw:" 

A^vn^  uinuflJ  coaaumptlgD  per  head  of  animal  food: 

Vinnde  d«  boneheria OS  Idli^.     68lt  grammes. 

Pore  et  cbarcatcrio 10    „         207       „ 

TolaillQ  «t  gtbier  .  9     „         fHl        ,, 

PobsuQ IS    „         7«7 


«r  about  210  Engllah  pwadi. 


Total 


9&  kilog.     461  grmmae& 
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Rtootuit  and  m  rapidity,  which  is  laking  place  io  Uie  productirt 
of  the  agriculture  uf  some  inuia  of  France.     We  quolti  Crom  anothe 
work    by  an   authority  alrt'oUy  cited,  M.  llijipolilo  Fiussy,  bcvui 
tiiu<;s  a  uiiiiittl«r  ot'  L'Juts-lMiihppv,  uutl  wt-ll  knuwa  as  oiio  ul'  tiw 
mast  infliionttal   poUtidana  and    puhligista  of  Franca     This  tract, 
nnlilifihi!(]  in  1841,  t^  ati  exiuiiination  uf  "thv  cliangea  iu  tht>  ngricut- 
Ijirnl  condition  of  the  Department  uS  the  Euro  since  1600."     Tint       i 
Kure  ii  one  of  the  five  depaitmonts  of  Normandy,  and  belongs  to  Ui^H 
repion  of  whirh  M.  Rubichon  admits  the  agricuUure  to  be  iho  hcst^^ 
in  Krance ;  hut  only  (as  he  conteiiJu)  becaiwo  the  morvcUaHfrnt  has 
not  ha<1  lime  to  pnxluce  ila  efTccts,  htiTing  continenctKl  in  that  regit 
only  firom  the  Revolution,  aud  he  assig7is  to  it  accordingly  no  pni 
dege  but  lliat  of  Oulia  in  the  Odyssey,  to  be  deruiired  the  li 
Let  UH  now  sec:  ilie  facts.     Thia  dciturtmoiit  fortunately  potac^ttcs  ai 
accurate  agricultural  statisti'juc  for  iho  year  1800,  dniwn  up  by 
/tni/Vf  who  look  gronl  pains  tv  be  correct  in  his  inforraation.     ii.  Pa 
syV  |mmpl)l4't  t.n  a  c<>n}))anaon  of  ihesc  returns  with  those  collected  1^ 
the  French  Govemnit-nt  in  1837. 

In  this  mter\-al  of  thirly^sevon  years,  scarcely  any  new  land  mu 
taken  into  onhivaiion,  nearly  nl)  fit  for  culture  having  been  ahead] 
occupied.     But  fallows  had  diminished  from  172,000  hectares  to 
hltlc  more  than  80,000.     The  cultures  which  supply  cattle  had  in- 
creased in  ft  much  j^caler  pro}Kirtion  than  any  others .  instead  of  17 
per  cent  of  the  ciiUivalcd  area,  ihcy  occupied  37  per  cent.     Horsea 
hftd  niiiUiplied  from  2<>,500  to  51,000,  homed  cattto  from  51,000 
106.000,  sheep  from  205,000  to  51 1,000,  and  as  their  food  had 
creased  in  a  still  greater  ratio,  and  thoro  was  importaljon  besides, 
kinds  of  Live  stock  were  betttfr  fed,  and  lind  gninfNl  in  size,  weight, 
and  value.     The  produce  per  hectare  of  all  kinds  of  gram,  and  of 
most  other  kinds  of  produce,  liad  considi-rably  increased,  of  nomo 
kinds  nearly  doubled.     These  changes  had  cliiefly  been  effected  dm 
ing  tho  second  half  of  the  period,  so  tlint  the  iraprovomenl  was 
progrcflsive   as   on    M.  Rubichon's   theory  should   liavc   been   ll 
di'terioration.     Tlicre  had  been  no  perccpiiblc  vartatiou  in  ihc  pro- 
portion between  the  grande  and  the  ptti'te  cuUurt;  nor  had  tlte  diri-^ 
sioa  of  properties  at  all  promoted  the  division  of  farms.     On  the  soi 
where  small  farms  are  most  profitable,  large  properties  are  rented 
small  tenants;  where  the  reverse  is  the  case,  a  shigle  farmer  uftel 
rents  the  lands  of  several  proprietors,  and  this  arrangeaent  extcniU  i 
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seir  more  as  the  subilivision  of  property  odv&ticcs.  Tiie  consumption 
of  food  per  lieaJ  of  the  popuJalioii  had  largciy  iucroastHl — lu  tlie  nUJo, 
ticcordiug  U>  M.  Po^^y,  uf  about  'M  per  cuul ,  uud  while  tLc  agricul- 
tural we&lth  of  tlie  departrntut  hnd  iucrv&nc-d,  bccorduig  to  lib  uuli- 
iiiate^  by  ii4  per  cent,  ihe  popultiUon  bad  aidy  incrua^ited  5  per  cent* 

TliuLtgh  tlie  Kure  belongs  lo  the  moet  prodnclivo  and  thnving 
rt'giuu  ol  France,  it  i»  not  tbe  most  productive  or  tbe  modi  tkrivuig 
depurtnieut.  Tbe  Xord,  which  comprises  Uie  greater  part  of  French 
Flanders,  and  is  a  courilry  uf  sumll  fanug,  DiamtaLns,  avcurding  to 
M.  Puisgy,  proportionally  lo  iLe  extent,  u  ibird  uiorc  ealUo  tbiui  iha 
Euro ;  and  the  average  produce  of  wbeal  per  lieciare,  Inatond  of 
seventeen,  tt»  twenty  beclolitrce^  about  Iweiiiy-two  Eugliidi  bushels 
per  acre. 

Results  almost  as  satisfactory  may  be  de<luced  from  a  statistical 
account  of  a  mucb  less  improved  district  than  tbe  Kuro,  the  moet 
eaaiem  district  of  UntLijiy,  ttie  HrrondiMi^eineiil  of  Fongeres,  pub- 
lislied  in  1 845,  by  the  sous'jirij'ct^  M.  Berlin.  "  It  h  only  since  (he 
peace/'  anys  tbia  intelligent  functionary,  "tlint  the  agriculture  of  tbe 
arrondissement  bns  made  much  progress-,  but  from  1815  it  has  im- 
proved with  incrca.'ong  rapidity.  If  from  1815  to  1825  the  im> 
provement  was  as  one,  it  was  as  three  between  1825  and  1836 ;  and 
as  hix  since  that  period."  At  the  beginning  of  the  century  little 
wheat  was  cultivated,  and  that  liiUe  m  ill,  tbat  in  ISOlf  the  produce 
per  hectare  was  eslimated  only  at  9  hectolitrea.  In  1845,  M.  Bcrtin 
estimates  it  at  16.  The  cattle,  being  bptJ^r  fed,  and  crossed  with 
more  vigorous  breeds,  havo  iucreiwed  in  mm  and  strength ;  while  in 
number,  homed  cattle,  between  1813  and  1844,  multiplied  from 
33,000  tfl  53,000,  phecp  from  6300  lo  11,000.  swine  from  9300  to 
26,100,  and  horf;e8  from  7400  to  11,600.  Xew  and  valnablB  ma- 
nures have  beon  introdaced,  and  have  come  largely  into  use.  Tlio 
extent  of  meadow  land  has  increased  and  is  increasing,  and  great 
attention  has  of  late  been  pntd  lo  its  improvement.  Tins  testimony 
oomes  frniii  an  enemy  of  the  viorcfJlemcnt,  who,  however,  states  that 
it  is  advnnciiig  very  slowly,  and  is  not  likely  to  advance  much  fur- 
ther, the  cx)-heira  not  dividing  each  parttUe^  but  either  distributing 
Uie  pareeUes  among  them,  or  disposing  of  them  by  private  or  pubUo 


"  IhiHne  lh«  tw»  limt  (|<titif|TienDial  pefio<t»,  ilw  |n>piiIaiion  of  lliis  lipjMrt- 
Rivnt,  oti  llio  showinc;  IhiUl  of  tlio  c«osua  and  of  the  register  of  births  sad  deiuiu, 
\m»  sctMall;  diminishet]. 
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flftle.    Some  farmers,  bo  snyH,  who  are  nUo  propri^or^  have  fhn 
good  seiii^e  to  sell  the  (art  dvJdp  which  belong  lu  liiirtu,  in  order  to 
increase  their  fAnntiig  aipltal.     M.  BerCia  is  an  enemy  lo  sUU-rc 
ing,  which,  ho  ajiya,  is  not  |iraciUed  in  his  nrromlii^siinent.     Tlie  i 
creuc  of  live  atock  la  Uierefure  liie  more  reinarkoble.     Ii  niaT  not 
useless  to  inentiOQ  an  aswrtinn  of  this  writer,  that  the  oSidal  |iii 
lication  from  which  M.  Rubicbon'a  data  are  taken  gn^allv  uude: 
stAi«8  Utii  number  of  horned  caitlo  in  France,  by  the  acviilental  Dmi» 
sion  of  a  column  in  suniuiing  up,  by  which  the  mimlcr  is  brnugbt 
below  teu  milliona,  when  it  ought,  according  to  H.  Bertin,  to  be 
thirteen. 

Of  llio  food  of  lliD  iuhnbitnnts  he  says,  that  not  long  ago  it  was 
composed  alnioat  cxduBivcly  of  milk,  huctwbi?at   caUt-s,  and   r 
bread,  but  has  greatly  improved  in  quantity,  quiility,  and   varie 
ecpeeially  in  the  la«t  ten  years,  aiid  now  consistA  of  wbi-iiicn  bre; 
or  brcfld  of  (wo4bir<b  wheat  ond  onc-tbinl  rye ;  with  butter,  ve 
tal>Iei<,  and   "m  good   farms"   about  a  kilogramme  (or  2^  lbs.)  of 
poik  per  week  for  each  person.     There  i*  also  s<ime  consumption  of 
other  flesh-meats  among  the  labouring  people,  and  tl»e  arrotidt 
mont  contains  63  batchers'  shops,  wherft  fiftewn  years  ago  there  we 
Tiot  30  ;  the  increase  not  being  in  tho  towns  (or  rather  town),  but  i 
the  villagea.     The  clothing  of  the  rural  population  is  substan 
'*  and  diflerent  for  eveiy  season,  which  is  always  a  sign  of  gen 
comfort,"  and  "  persons  in  rags  are  very  rare  in  the  arrfnidissetnent. 

"We  cannot  further  extend  UitB  long  discnssion ;  but  enough  h*^^ 
been  said,  to  ennblo  our  reatlers  adequately  to  apprecitito  the  tcrriU^H 
predictions  of  lUarmist  wriiere  respecting  the  conaequencoe  of  It^^ 
Division  of  Landed  Fruperty  in  Fruncv. 


END  OF  VOL.  t  ^«. 
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